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NV-CURE (Citizens United for the Rehabilitation of Errants) 540 E. St. Louis Avenue Las Vegas, NV 89104



702.347.1731(PRE-PAID) website: nevadacure.org email: [email protected]



“STRUGGLE IN SOLIDARITY” “The cruelest tyranny is practiced behind the shield of law and order”



INFORMATIONAL BULLETIN NEWSLETTER March 2017



No.22 people have exhibited a sincere interest in bringing long overdue, needed and constructive changes to the operations of the NDOC. We welcome them and look forward to working with them in the future. The following newspaper articles reflect some of the actions taken by the new NDOC administration.



Big Thank You to RTC – Vegas and Washoe NV-CURE hereby extends a Big Thank You to RTC Vegas and Washoe County! Both organizations have donated a substantial number of one day bus passes to the NV-CURE Prisoner Release Program, as both have done in the past. We sincerely appreciate their generous donations. A Big “Thank you” to both organizations. NV-CURE has again received bus pass grants from RTC Las Vegas and RTC Washoe. We provide those bus passes to Parole and Probation (P&P) DPS Sgt. B. Stankus in the South and to P&P ARO J. Gurley in the North. These officers then provide these passes to newly released prisoners and probationers without sufficient funds for transportation in looking for jobs, finding housing and attending mandatory programs. This helps to reintegrate these people into our community and assists them in becoming productive members of our community. We hereby express our sincere thanks to Denise Thompson; Commission Chair Ron Smith; Commission Vice Chair Bob Lucy; and Public Affairs Administrator Brad Seidel for their help in this process. Good job people. Thank you.



Nevada Officials: Prisons Running Out of Beds 3/6/17 NV Appeal Article by Geoff Dornan (Edited by NV-CURE)



Nevada Department of Corrections officials told lawmakers on Monday that the prison system is in crisis because the state is sending more people to prison for longer sentences and releasing fewer on parole. The state is running out of prison beds, said Director James Dzurenda noting that total inmate population is now more than 13,000 — ahead of consultant projections and about 1,000 more than capacity. In addition, he said those longer sentences are resulting in an aging prison population that is costing more and more because of their medical and mental health issues as they reach their 70s and 80s. "When we start looking at aging like that, the medical costs are astronomical," Dzurenda told the Senate Finance and Assembly Ways and Means subcommittee reviewing his budget. But he told them there are alternatives. He said Connecticut where he came from reformed its probation and parole rules, greatly increasing the number of halfway houses in the communities and reducing the prison population by 5,000 inmates. He said the goal is to "release offenders that can be better managed in the communities."



NV-CURE Meeting With NDOC Director NV-CURE currently has no meeting scheduled with NDOC Director James Dzurenda or Deputy Director David Tristan. These people are currently busy with the current Legislative Session and proposed legislation. We anticipate that after the Legislative Session is over a meeting will be arranged. NV-CURE congratulates Director James Dzurenda and Deputy Director David Tristan on their efforts to bring constructive changes to the NDOC since taking office. Both
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Dzurenda said if Nevada followed Connecticut's rules, there are more than 1,800 inmates who would qualify for release to community programs — all non-violent, non-sex offenders with no firearms charges. But he said his department currently has no control over those decisions. He said those community programs are not only the best way to help inmates re-integrate into society and become productive instead of failing and winding up back in prison on new charges. He said they are much less expensive than keeping people in prison who don't need to be there. "The most successful programs are in communities," Dzurenda said. But he said Nevada doesn't have those community resources at this point, that Connecticut has 20 times as many halfway houses. Because of the lack of community programs, he said there are currently nearly 400 inmates sitting in prison who have been paroled but "have no where to go." Just dumping them onto the street, he said, is a sure way to see them fail and return. At this point, Dzurenda said Nevada prisons are so overcrowded he is running out of places to put inmates and manage them safely. As a result, the department is looking at sending some inmates out of state. That would include a lot of the inmates who aren't from Nevada. Dzurenda said Nevada is unique in that 20 percent of the inmate population are not from here. That includes a large number of gang members he said come up through Mexico through Arizona. "A lot of them aren't from here," he said. "A number are not even from this country." So moving them out of state, Dzurenda said, doesn't further distance them from their communities and families. Assemblywoman Robin Titus said Nevada needs more focus before inmates are sent to prison. "We need to be more involved on the front end so these people aren't being sentenced to prisons," she said. Dzurenda said another focus is the 2,600 inmates that are returned to prison for parole violations, not for new felony charges. "Why can't we change their plans so they work?" He said if an inmate is coming close to failing parole-probation, the system should work with them instead of just tossing them back in. Dzurenda said the state needs to find out from the parole board who is being denied parole and why and information on who is being revoked and sent back to prison and why. And he said the state needs to work on developing halfway houses and other community programs.



for space. They say they may need to house Nevada inmates in prisons outside the state. "Now we're at a position where we don't even know where to put them," said Director James Dzurenda, Nevada Department of Corrections. "It's going to become a dangerous situation." He took over less than a year ago and says it may look like there are several beds open inside a prison but they may not be the right beds. I can't put low security inmates in a death row unit even though I may have beds in a death row unit," he said." Dzurenda referred to a devastating increase of 1,000 inmates from four years ago. He says, there's 300 to 400 up for parole, but there's no place outside of prison for them to go. He also describes a need for change on how to rehabilitate offenders. "There's programs that we do have today that are not working," Dzurenda said. "I'm not sure why we we're doing 'em. I call them feel good programs." And it's not just the inmates they're focusing on. Leaders say they want to pay corrections officers more. Right now, one deputy director says entry level officers make $39,000 and take home $27,000. The plan is to increase that so the officers would get a raise and take home an extra $1,600. It's not a huge difference but leaders say it's a start. There are job openings at the Department of Corrections, but leaders say it's tough to recruit since other agencies, for example, police departments pay significantly more.



NV Prisons Revamping Dealing With Mentally Ill Prisoners 3//17 Article by Geoff Dornan (Edited by NV-CURE)



Nevada Prisons Director James Dzurenda said on Tuesday he's developing an organized system for how corrections deals with mentally ill inmates, including centralizing where those inmates are housed so they can be better treated. Right now we don't have a formalized delivery system for the mental health of offenders," he said. "We don't have formalized criteria for what is considered seriously mentally ill." So many of those inmates now receiving some degree of mental health treatment are being moved to Northern Nevada Correctional Center in Carson City or to High Desert Prison in Southern Nevada. He said that enables him to centralize the staff treating mental health issues including psychiatrists, psychologists and other professionals in those two places. At the same time, he said the system is trying to give correctional officers training in handling inmates with mental issues more humanely and effectively. He told the Board of Prison Commissioners that includes removing 88 inmates from Ely State Prison, Nevada's maximum security institution for the most dangerous offenders including those on death row. The most dangerous of those mentally ill offenders, he said, won't come to Carson City but to High Desert, which has a higher level of security. Dzurenda said there are nearly 2,400 offenders in the system who are taking some psychotropic medications or are under psychiatric care. Those who can be effectively treated, Dzurenda said, will then move to "step down units" that



NV Prisons Overcrowded and Understaffed 3/6/16 Article by Vanessa Murphy (Edited by NV-CURE)



LAS VEGAS - There's a crisis inside Nevada prisons, according to a deputy director for the Department of Corrections. They are overcrowded and expecting even more prisoners in the future. He is asking for a fix now. Nevada prisons are overcrowded, understaffed, and lacking effective programs, according to leaders at the Department of Corrections. "The crisis is now," said Deputy Director David Tristan, Nevada Department of Correction. Prison leaders met with lawmakers during a budget session Monday and laid out a list of problems, such as a need
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gradually prepare them for the general population in prison institutions. The goal, he said: "We want to socialize them to the general population, so they can live around regular offenders before they get out into the community." But he said that goal comes with the "understanding there may be some offenders who may never get to the general population." Deputy Director David Tristan said the prison system has to deal with a wide range of mental health issues, not just the classic schizophrenia and paranoia, but traumatic brain injury, PTSD, drug abuse damage and other conditions. So far, he said the mental health unit created at NNCC has about 300 inmates and is pretty much "maxed out." The plan to completely revamp how the prison system treats the mentally ill, he said, includes the addition of a new deputy director of mental health.



The following are bills pertaining to the prison and parole systems you may want to review. Assembly Bill 25 (A.B. 25) affects NRS 175A.500 and revises provisions relating to certain allowable deductions from the period of probation or sentence of a person. Mainly, the language in the proposed bill seems most focused on extracting money in the form of fees and restitution, etc., from inmates, and specifies that those monies “for the supervision of the inmate” must be paid before allowable deductions can be made from the sentence or probationary period. Assembly Bill 26 (A.B. 26) revises provisions relating to the release of certain records and criminal history by the Central Repository for Nevada Records of Criminal History. The most notable change to NRS 179A.103 proposed by this bill is the addition of the specific language to clarify who will be allowed to access records of criminal history. In particular, the word “authorized” is found throughout the bill, as requested for insertion into various parts of the NRS. Assembly Bill 27 (A.B. 27) seeks to transfer certain duties from the Executive Secretary of the State Board of Parole Commissioners to the Department of Corrections. Specifically, this bill adds a new section to NRS 209 which requires the NDOC to provide a list of persons eligible for parole to the State Board of Commissioners “at least 40 days before any scheduled action.” This duty currently falls on the Executive Secretary, who has 30 days to prepare that list. Assembly Bill 59 (A.B. 59)revises provisions governing lifetime supervision of sex offenders. This bill will affect multiple existing Nevada Revised Statutes, including NRS 176A.410, 213.1243, 213.1245 and 213.1255. Specifically, this proposed bill adds clarifying language which defines required behavior and compliance by sex offenders who are under lifetime supervision, in addition to any other conditions already established in the NRS. Assembly Bill 74 (A.B. 74)revises provisions governing the testing of offenders for the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV), and the disclosure of the names of offenders who test positive. Additionally, the bill proposes to give discretion to the Department of Corrections, rather than requiring the determination of the State Board of Health or relying on NRS 454, as the current law stands, to determine what behavior constitutes an increased risk of transmitting the virus. *No mention is made of testing for Hep C in this bill. Assembly Bill 181(A.B. 181 – this bill is also being put forward in the Senate under Senate Bill 125) proposes to revise provisions regarding the restoration of civil rights for ex-felons – something that is extremely important in helping the formerly incarcerated to reintegrate back into society as viable members of the community. Specifically, the bill seeks to amend NRS 176A.850 and will be more inclusive of a wider range of those discharged from confinement. It should be noted that some of the restrictive language has been stricken in the draft of this proposed bill, and if passed, the removal of that language will grant even more liberty and opportunity for ex-felons. Assembly Bill 316 (A.B. 316)This bill seeks to revise the information and services offered to inmates following their



NV-CURE Book Drives to Resume NV-CURE book drives to resume. We currently have boxes of paperback books to donate to FMWCC and HDSP. We have been working on these book drives for a substantial period of time. However, a problem developed concerning the Administrative Regulation (AR) governing donations that contained a prohibition against a former prisoner donating items to the NDOC and the fact that NV-CURE President John Witherow is a former NV prisoner. NV-CURE, a non-convicted, non-profit organization was making the book donations. However, the paperwork for the donations was signed by John Witherow, a former prisoner. There was some concern regarding the language of the AR, Witherow’s former incarceration, and his involvement in the donation process. To resolve the concerns and to insure there would be no adverse repercussions, Director Dzurenda initiated and procured a change to the governing AR removing the prohibition against former prisoners making donations to the NDOC. The changed AR was approved and new donation forms prepared. Those forms were sent to NV-CURE and NVCURE sent the completed forms to Warden Neven and Warden Williams for approval. The Warden’s will make their decisions and send the forms to Deputy Director Tristan for further approval. Once approved, NV-CURE Secretary William O’Connell will arrange for delivery f the books to the facilities. NV-CURE anticipates a continuation of our paperback book drives and donations to NDOC facilities on a rotating basis, i.e., ESP, FMWCC, HDSP, SDCC, NNCC, WSCC and LCC. Enjoy.



Report on NV Legislative Action By: Kristen, NV-CURE Legislative Committee Chair



The 79th (2017) Session of the Nevada Legislature began on Monday February 6, 2017. Several bills and joint resolutions Nevada lawmakers will decide on this legislative session will have lasting impact on Nevada’s criminal justice system, namely the incarcerated and formerly incarcerated population. Nevada CURE has been active in proposing much needed changes to existing laws which would bring about a multitude of changes and improvements, including revisions.
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release from incarceration. Specifically, it requires the Director to provide evidence-based reentry programs relating to employment three months prior to an inmate’s projected release. It also authorizes the Director to provide mediation services to the inmate and his/her supporting family and friends. Senate Bill 11 (S.B. 11)Language in this bill specifically requires any person convicted of a crime and under a sentence of death or imprisonment to exhaust all available administrative remedies before being able to file a writ of habeas corpus. Additionally, the bill seeks to add language which specifically states that “the court shall dismiss a petition that challenges the computation of time that the petitioner has served pursuant to a judgment of conviction if the court determines that the petitioner did not exhaust all available administrative remedies to resolve such a challenge as required by NRS 34.724.” Also proposed for inclusion in the existing statute the following language: “the Department of Corrections will adopt regulations and establish procedures for the expedited resolution of a challenge brought by an offender within 180 days immediately preceding the date projected by the Department for the release of the offender.” Senate Bill 125 (S.B. 125; See A.B. 181) Senate Bill 140 (S.B. 140) authorizes the residential confinement or other appropriate supervision of certain older (from age 65) offenders who have not been convicted of a violent felony. This bill proposes several additions to NRS 209.241, most of which give much more power and authorization to the Director of the NDOC to make decisions about releasing prisoners from institutions and placing their supervision in the hands of the Division of Parole and Probation. If passed, this bill will be an avenue to start reducing the overcrowding within Nevada’s prisons. Senate Bill 184 (S.B. 184) revises provisions relating to aggregated sentences and eligibility of parole. This bill will alter both NRS 176.035 and NRS 213.1212, and will be of particular interest to inmates who are convicted of two or more offenses. Senate Bill 275 (S.B. 275)is put forward to the Senate for the purpose of reclassifying certain criminal offenses from a category B felony to a category C felony, as well as to specify penalties for the re-classed offenses. Senate Bill 306 (S.B. 306)bill text not available at the time of printing; bill introduced to the Senate on March 17, 2017. However, a brief encapsulation of this bill on the Nevada Legislature website states that it is “AN ACT relating to offenders; expanding the authorization for offenders to have access to telecommunications devices under certain circumstances; directing the Board of State Prison Commissioners to create a pilot program of education and training for certain offenders; setting forth the goals and functions of the pilot program; making an appropriation; and providing other matters properly relating thereto.” Senate Joint Resolution 1 (S.J.R. 1) seeks to amend the Nevada Constitution to replace the State Board of Pardons Commissioners with a nine-member Clemency Board; at least five of those members much have experience working in the



Criminal Justice system. The Governor of Nevada, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and the Attorney General of Nevada will each appoint three members, and the Legislature will be required to provide for the organization of duties of the Clemency Board. The Board will meet quarterly. To obtain a copy of the complete bills listed, or a copy of a particular bill, please write to: Legislative Counsel Bureau, Legislative Building, 401 S. Carson Street, Carson City, NV 89702.



Raising Money For Headquarters By Grants NV-CURE continues efforts to secure funding for our activities, including for publication of our newsletter and the purchase and/or lease of a house in the Las Vegas area for our use as a headquarters for our organization. We need funding to effectively continue and advance our activities. The headquarters building is particularly important to our activities, as it would provide stability, a daily meeting place for people involved in our activities or requesting assistance for us with various issues, and a monthly meeting place for our people, among other things. To assist in securing funding, Sherry, has volunteered to assist us with grant applications and potential other avenues. We welcome her valuable assistance. Many of NV-CURE activities are performed by volunteers and these volunteers spend their own money to participate and help with our activities. Our Board of Directors are paid $1.00 per year for their work performed for NV-CURE – and each of those Directors have donated that $1.00 back to our organization. None of the people involved with NV-CURE engage in activities to make profits for ourselves. All donations to NV-CURE are used to finance our activities – and not for personal use. Our current expenses are for publication of our newsletter, office supplies, and to re-imbursement to President Witherow and members for their travel expenses on NV-CURE business. These expense total approximately $10,000.00 per year, with the newsletter (published 6 times a year and mailed to over 500 prisoners) consuming most of those funds. To secure a headquarters building, our yearly expenditures would increase substantially. We would like to raise $200,000.00 for the purchase of a headquarters for NV-CURE. With a donation of that amount, or the donation of a home, our yearly expenditures would increase to approximately $20,000.00 per year, with the upkeep, taxes and utilities accounting for the increase. Donations to our organization would have to substantially increase to make this possible. For now, we need to secure the purchase funds for the building from a grant or other donation. We will deal with the issue of increased expenditures when the time arrives. Any suggestions or information relevant to securing a $200,000.00 donation, or of a home, to NV-CURE would be appreciated. Thank you for your support. Please note that NV-CURE cannot call individuals to solicit donations to our organization, as has been suggested by various parties. If you know a person or organization that is
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interested in donating to NV-CURE, have them call us. We would be interested in what they purpose to do.



regular basis to our activities. The monthly and yearly donors sustain us and make our activities possible. Their financial resources are greatly appreciated. To the Members in the community, we could not operate without your help. We send a Big Thank You to: Michelle, our Treasurer; William, our Secretary; Judith, who updates our mailing list, secures printing of newsletters and handles mailing of same; After Orange, who scans all our mail; to Chris, Kristen and Jeanne, who provide responses to prisoner correspondence; to Craig and Sharnel, both of whom assist with bus passes and administrative contacts; to Kristen for her legislative activities; and to Sherry for her fund raising and grant assistance. Good job all. Thank you.



NV-CURE Community Membership NV-CURE currently has 73 Members in the community and 516 Members in the prison system. We need more Members in both locations. We depend heavily on our Members in the community to help defray costs for our activities, such as, meetings with legislators, prison and parole officials, attending and testifying at legislative hearings, conducting monthly meetings, answering prisoner mail, enlisting assistance from attorneys and other people involved in the judicial system and publishing our newsletter. We are also looking to purchase a building for $200,000.00 or less as a headquarters for NV-CURE, to staff the headquarters on a daily basis and to provide further assistance to prisoners and parolees. It costs money to do these things – and the more money we have the more we can do. NV-CURE currently has ten (10) community Members that donate $500.00 or more to our organization every year. We also have seven (7) community Members that donate $5.00 or $10.00 per month to our organization. We realize prisoners, for the most part, do not have financial resources or an income and donate as they are able, which is the reason our prisoner Membership is only $2.00 per year. We need donations from people in the community to help defray costs. Additionally, NV-CURE would like to purchase a building, preferably a house in the Vegas area, to use as a headquarters building for NV-CURE. A place to hold meetings, transact NV-CURE activities and come together to plan our activities. We would have a Member, or two, live there to maintain the house and staff our operations. A 3 or 4 bedroom house, with several bathrooms and a garage, would be ideal. With a sufficient number of people in the community donating a small amount each month we could realize this possibility and be much more effective in our efforts to constructively change the prison and parole systems. All Members, particularly the newly released, would be welcome to stop by, help out, or request assistance on a daily basis. Help us make this happen. Please urge your family, friends and associates in the community to join NV-CURE and to donate a small amount on a monthly basis to us. A donation of $5.00, $10.00, or $20.00 per month by a person in the community is not a lot of money. Approximately the same as the costs of a single meal at a fast food restaurant. Any working person in the community should consider making such a monthly donation to NV-CURE to help us make conditions of confinement less drastic and more human and helpful to our incarcerated people. Please urge your family, friends and associates to join NV-CURE and to make a small monthly donation to us. Thank you.



International CURE Annual Meeting in Las Vegas International CURE is conducting the 2017 CURE th th Annual Meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada, on October 7 and 8 , 2017, at the Palace Station Hotel and Casino. CURE Chapter leaders will arrive on October 6, 2017, and depart on October 9, 2017. Meetings will be conducted in a conference room at the th th Hotel on the 7 and 8 to discuss CURE activities and business during the past year and to plan actions in the forthcoming year. NV-CURE President John Witherow and International CURE Treasurer Pauline Sullivan have worked together to arrange for this meeting to be conducted at the Palace Station Hotel and Casino. NV-CURE Members are invited to stop by and meet our leaders, Charlie and Pauline Sullivan, and other CURE Chapter leaders. Any NV-CURE Members interested in helping to make this a productive meeting and/or in showing CURE Chapter leaders the sites of Las Vegas should contact John for further information.



PLN Donation to NV Prisoners March 2017 PLN Donation



Prison Legal News (PLN) in a recent e-mail publication offered to donate six (6) month subscriptions to PLN to a few prisoners at the recommendation of prisoner advocates. NVCURE recommended six (6) NV prisoners to receive free six (6) month subscriptions to PLN and PLN Editor Paul Wright emailed us back indicated it “was done”. The people recommended by NV-CURE to receive these free subscriptions to PLN are people we consider some of the best NV prisoner advocates. Read, spread around and encourage all to subscribe.



Gouging Ex-Inmates With Card Fees 3/13/17 PLN Article



Bank of America Corp has been hit with a proposed class action accusing it of charging exorbitant fees to thousands of former Arizona prison inmates who were issued debit cards when they were released. Filed on Thursday in federal court in Phoenix, the lawsuit accused the bank of exploiting "one of the most vulnerable groups imaginable" - individuals coming out of prison without a job or sometimes even a place to go. The



A Big Thank You to Members in the Community NV-CURE extends a Big Thank You to our Members in the community that donate to our organization on a monthly and yearly basis and to our Members who perform work on a
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prepaid cards are issued to prisoners to return money confiscated when they were arrested or that they earned through work programs. Prisoners are given no choice other than the fee-laden cards to obtain their own money from inmate accounts, the complaint said. Charges include some that ordinary consumers would not have to pay, such as $15 to withdraw money at a bank teller window, the complaint said. "They get charged a fee just to walk up to a teller to find out how much money they have in their accounts," said Richard Golomb, lead counsel for the exprisoners. The fees are based on a debit card contract "that they never agreed to and never signed," he said. Representatives of Bank of America and the Arizona Department of Corrections could not immediately be reached for comment. NV-CURE submits this is a nationwide problem that needs to be addressed. Those released from prison, issued a debit card for their financial resources and charged high fees related to the use of those cards should Google this matter, obtain documentation and consult with an attorney. We need to take the profit out of this industry.



on Jan. 20. That left the commission with three members: two Republicans, who had dissented from the 2015 rate caps, and one Democrat. Only three commissioners can belong to the same political party at one time. Trump has yet to announce picks to fill the two open seats; he could choose one more Republican, and one member from another party. Trump in January named Ajit Pai, a Republican and member of the commission since 2012, as the new chairman. On Jan. 31, an agency lawyer for the FCC notified the DC Circuit that it would no longer defend two key elements of the regulations: the caps on per-minute rates for intrastate calls — the regulations set rates as low as 11 cents per minute — and the methodology that the commission used in crafting those rates. According to prisoner rights advocacy groups, intrastate calls make up approximately 80 percent of all prisoner calls. The Justice Department on Feb. 2 told the court it would defer to the agency’s decision. The intrastate rate caps set by the 2015 regulations were put on hold by the DC Circuit while it considered the case. But the FCC’s decision to step away from the rate caps didn’t end the litigation. The DC Circuit went ahead with arguments scheduled for Monday, with an attorney representing prisoner rights advocacy groups taking up that defense. The commission is still defending parts of the 2015 regulations that limit fees for other services that are part of the prison phone call system, such as setting up an account or getting billing statements, as well. The change in the government’s position proved confusing at times for both the lawyers and the judges Monday, as they grappled with the the FCC’s decision to switch sides. The arguments touched on how much legal weight the judges should give the FCC’s Jan. 31 letter; whether the court should vacate the regulations or send them back to the FCC for further action, if the judges found the regulations were unlawful; and what the court should do about a revised version of the regulations the FCC adopted in 2016, which are being challenged in a separate case. “This case is really strange,” Judge Laurence Silberman, one of the three judges hearing the case, said at one point. Michael Kellogg, arguing for the phone service providers, told the judges that the FCC had wrongly grounded its authority for setting the rate caps in a section of federal law that called for providers to be “fairly compensated” — a law that Kellogg said that was intended to protect providers, not to give the FCC broad authority to limit rates. Between the costs of providing phone services and the “site commissions” providers had to pay state and local governments as part of their contracts, the rate caps put the providers “under water,” Kellogg said. The court also heard from Oklahoma deputy solicitor general Mithun Mansinghani, representing a group of state and local governments, who argued the FCC was wrong not to include the site commissions in calculating call rates. In the 2015 regulations, the Democratic majority found that site commissions distorted the market for prisoner phone call services, and wanted to discourage them, without an outright prohibition. Mansinghani said state and local governments took



FCC Rate Caps on Prisoner Telephone Calls 2/6/17 PLN and Charles Rex Arbogast / AP



The FCC Has Stopped Defending Its Own Rules Lowering The Cost Of Prisoner Phone Calls. Now with a majority of Republican members, the FCC recently told a federal appeals court it would no longer defend its caps on fees for calls made by prisoners, designed to help inmates maintain connections with loved ones and reduce recidivism. WASHINGTON — The Federal Communications Commission, now with a majority of Republican members, is expected to roll back Obama-era regulations that capped the cost of prisoner phone calls. But first, a federal appeals court in Washington, DC, has to figure out what to do with a pending legal challenge to those regulations — regulations that the FCC was defending until last month, when the political makeup of the commission shifted from majority Democrat to majority Republican. In 2015, the FCC approved limits on the per-minute rates and other fees that private companies can charge prisoners for phone calls. It was a 3-2 decision, with the majority of commissioners, all Democrats, finding that market competition had failed to keep costs down, and that expensive calls made it harder for inmates to maintain a connection with loved ones — bonds that studies showed reduced the likelihood of reoffending. The private companies that contract with state and local governments to provide phone services at prisons and jails are challenging those regulations in the US Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit, arguing that the commission lacked authority to set caps, and, even if it did have that authority, the new rates were too low. The FCC filed briefs defending the regulations in 2016. But in January, circumstances changed. One Democrat on the commission, Jessica Rosenworcel, reached the end of her term. Another, former chairman Tom Wheeler, stepped down
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a risk in providing phone calls to prisoners — inmates could make calls that furthered criminal activity, he said — and in return should be able to balance that risk by using phone services to generate revenue. Andrew Schwartzman of the Institute for Public Representation at Georgetown University Law Center argued for the prisoner rights advocacy groups. He said that when the law stated that phone call providers should be “fairly compensated,” that was not the same as saying that they should be “unfairly overcompensated.” The FCC’s Jan. 31 letter, announcing it would not defend the caps, didn’t end the case because the regulations were still in place, Schwartzman argued. The revised regulations in 2016 also didn’t knock out the case, he said, because although the new version took into account site commissions if they were related to the actual costs of phone call services, it didn’t change the earlier legal conclusion that site commissions unrelated to costs were unreasonable. The 2016 revisions slightly increased some of the rate caps. Phone service providers filed a new set of cases in the DC Circuit challenging those regulations, which were consolidated into one case. The court put those regulations on hold as well. In early January, the DC Circuit had asked the parties in the fight over the 2015 regulations if the court should delay arguments, given the “impending” changes in the FCC’s makeup. Two of the three judges on the panel ultimately decided the court should hear arguments. Silberman disagreed, writing at the time that it was “silly” to go forward because it was clear that the soon-to-be majority had opposed the regulations. Judges Harry Edwards and Cornelia Pillard also heard the case.



slave. Slavery has not yet ended and conviction of a felony does not forfeit the right to vote.



Video Visits Lead Troubling Trend 1/30/17 PLN and Eric Easter, Urban News Service, Article



You may have seen the commercials during Sunday football games. A little girl doing her homework and being coached through it by a man via video — her Dad. It seems like a normal sweet commercial about a father who can’t be home to help. Except when you look closer, Daddy is in an orange jumpsuit, incarcerated. The advertisement, from the dominant player in prison communications, Securus, is for one of the most controversial new developments in profit from prisons – video visitation. As advocates for the families of the incarcerated have slowly begun to win the battle against prison phone call price gouging, the companies who profited from the high prices have found new ways to provide services to the nation’s prisons. And in nearly every case, those new services have come at a significant cost to inmates and their families. “Securus, GlobalTel and other firms are moving quietly into a model of ‘one-stop’ prison services, gobbling up smaller companies that provide things such as commissary vending, online learning and email. With consolidation, prisons are finding themselves negotiating multiple contracts, but all with the same companies,” said Steven Matthews, the former chief information officer for the Illinois prison system. Some advocates, while saluting a general move to more efficient methods of communication, are not happy about some of the new devices. “New technology sounds good but comes with it own problems, Aleks Katsjuras of Prison Policy Initiative said. “In many places, for example, email kiosks have replaced snail mail, which sounds like progress. But where a stamp used to cost 40 cents, the cost to an inmate to send an email (using a kiosk) is now $1.25.” Of all the new services, video visitation is rapidly becoming the next frontier. Prison administrators, like those at CCA, the nation’s largest private prison operator, suggest that the system aids security and saves money, primarily by cutting down on staff needed to facilitate a sometimes overwhelming numbers of visitors. They claim it also limits the possibility of contraband being passed from visitor to inmate. But there is a financial incentive as well. At an average cost of $1.25 per minute, video calls add another layer of costs to inmates. Many prisons also receive commissions on revenue from those visits, sometimes as much as 60 percent. There is a bizarre twist to the commission structure, however. Prisons are eligible only if those facilities also ban live visits in favor of the calls. It is an incentive apparently hard to pass up. Of the hundreds of prisons that have adopted video visitation, 75 percent have chosen to ban personal visits. The profit from those commissions can be high. While some states, such as Ohio, do not accept commissions, in North Carolina, commissions from phone calls and video visits topped $6.8 million in the last public reporting, nearly $100,000 more than the much larger state of Texas. According to Katsjuras,



Fall Out From Prison Strike 12/19/16 PLN Article



The passing of the 13th Amendment in 1865 formally abolished slavery, but with a stipulation that enabled plantation owners to use prisoners as a replacement for the lost labor. In recent decades, Victoria's Secret, Starbucks, Whole Foods, Revlon, AT&T, Target and many other major corporations have made use of prison labor that often pays pennies to the hour, a business plan enabled by the Amendment's exception. Prisoner duties can also include cleaning laundry, serving food and producing license plates, which reduce government costs. As a group called the Free Alabama Movement rallied for a Sept. 9 labor strike in spring, prison authorities across the country began clamping down on news and information in ways that the American Civil Liberties Union says may be in violation of the First Amendment. In 2012, the ACLU won a lawsuit on behalf of the law journal Prison Legal News that forced South Carolina to lift a ban on its publication at a detention center. Authorities had said the ban was "protecting health and safety." NV-CURE suggests that “protecting health and safety” is th simply a catchall phrase for retaliatory actions. The 13 Amendment provision disenfranchising convicted felons must be repealed. Conviction of a felony does not make a person a
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“Prison officials say the money gained from commissions is used for prisoner services, like online learning and rehabilitation, but our research shows that the bulk of the money is more likely to go to staff salaries and contractor payments.” While the commercials for Securus give the impression that video visitation is just another version of Skype or FaceTime (Securus has a video visitation app), the reality is that families of the incarcerated are disproportionately among the nation’s poorest, and sufficient home computers and hi-speed wi-fi can be rare luxuries. Many families of inmates, because they lack resources, are still obliged to spend money to travel to prison facilities –where, because of personal visit bans, they must talk to their loved ones via screen only. And once there, families and advocates complain that the service can be less than efficient, with dropped audio and delayed video streams cited as frequent problems. Yet some say the real cost of a video visit cannot be measured in dollars. Lee Petro, the Washington attorney who represented inmate families before the FCC in the fight against prison phone pricing, said “Every study done on prison visitation shows that even a single visit can have a major impact of limiting recidivism. If your job as a prison is to stop people from coming back, why would you ban one of the most effective ways to put people on a better path, then turn around and use the money to pay for new programs that may or may not work? It defies logic.” NV-CURE wonders whether this is the beginning of the end of in person family visits with prisoners.



punish these conspirators and to deter those who might consider giving or receiving kickbacks in the future." However, some of those named in Hood's case haven't been charged in the Epps' case. Jenkins and Michael Reddix haven't been charged in the case. In addition to Epps and McCrory, others charged are former state Sen. Irb Benjamin of Madison; Teresa Malone, the wife of former lawmaker and former House Corrections Chairman Bennett Malone; Texas businessman Mark Longoria; Dr. Carl Reddix; business and government consultant Robert Simmons; former MDOC insurance broker Guy E. "Butch" Evans; and prison consultant Sam Waggoner. McCrory and Waggoner are the only two who have been sentenced. McCrory received an 8.5 year sentence. Waggoner was sentenced to five years. According to Hood's lawsuits, multiple corporations, including some of the most prominent private prison contractors, paid millions of dollars in so-called “consulting fees” to individuals who then used those fees to pay bribes and kickbacks to Epps. Based on those bribes and kickbacks, Epps awarded, directed or extended approximately $800 million in public contracts to those private prison contractors. Hood alleges that the defendants violated Mississippi’s public ethics, racketeering and antitrust laws, along with several other claims. The Attorney General is seeking compensatory and punitive damages, as well as forfeiture of all funds received by the individuals and corporations that were involved in these conspiracies. Hood said only three of the companies are from Mississippi. “Out-of-state corporations were eager to take advantage of Mississippi taxpayers and secure MDOC contracts through bribery and fraud. It is critical for the state to use the remedies at its disposal to recover damages and get back the money exchanged in these schemes,” Hood said. “I have a duty to protect the integrity of the public contracting process, as well as to vindicate the rights of the state when it is a victim of public corruption and other wrongful conduct.” In the federal case, Epps is accused of running one of the largest and longest criminal conspiracies in state government history, taking at least $1.4 million in bribes and kickbacks over eight years to steer more than $800 million worth of state prison contracts. Epps pleaded guilty in February 2015 to bribery and filing a false income tax return. He faces a maximum 23 years in prison. He had initially faced numerous other charges. Epps is scheduled to be sentenced in May. Hood said through private attorneys his office will seek to recoup as much money as possible from what he called tainted contracts. "There needs to be punishment for companies that do this," Hood said. "I hope the court will grant our costs." Hood said he expects it to be a long process to try to recoup money from the individuals and companies.



Mississippi AG Files Lawsuits in Epps Bribery Case 2/9/17 PLN Article



Attorney General Jim Hood announced Wednesday his office has filed 11 civil RICO lawsuits against all corporate and individual conspirators connected to the prison bribery scandal involving former Mississippi Department of Corrections Commissioner Chris Epps. Hood is seeking damages and punitive damages against the following individuals and corporations: Epps;Cecil McCrory; Robert Simmons; Irb Benjamin; Sam Waggoner; Mark Longoria; Teresa Malone; Carl Reddix; Michael Reddix; Andrew Jenkins; Management & Training Corporation; The GEO Group, Inc.; Cornell Companies, Inc.; Wexford Health Sources, Inc.; The Bantry Group Corporation; AdminPros, L.L.C.; CGL Facility Management, LLC; Mississippi Correctional Management, Inc.; Branan Medical Corporation; Drug Testing Corporation; Global Tel*Link Corporation; Health Assurance, LLC; Keefe Commissary Network, LLC; Sentinel Offender Services, L.L.C. and AJA Management & Technical Services, Inc. “The state of Mississippi has been defrauded through a pattern of bribery, kickbacks, misrepresentations, fraud, concealment, money laundering and other wrongful conduct,” Hood said. “These individuals and corporations that benefited by stealing from taxpayers must not only pay the state's losses, but state law requires that they must also forfeit and return the entire amount of the contracts paid by the state. We are also seeking punitive damages to



Inmate Advisory Committee (IAC) Allow Prisoner Complaints To Be Heard Join Today Make Your Voice Be Heard
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executive with GEO Group, the second-largest private prison operator in the United States, recently boasted that the country would continue to "attract" crime because, among other issues, we have a "bad education system." The United States' largest for-profit prison health-care provider, Corizon, ended its contract with the state of Florida in November after two years of endless controversy. Alameda County in California is currently dealing with Corizon's mess after a prisoner died in the company's care there; the prisoner required surgery but was denied it for seven months despite three court orders. No one should profit off of putting or keeping people behind bars. And now it's clear how much of our system is influenced by private companies, which are driven by profit to keep or even expand existing services. We need a system that addresses the root causes of crime rather than one that locks away the symptoms and hopes they never get loose.



Federal Prison in Kansas Recorded AttorneyPrisoner Meetings 2/15/17 PLN Article



A privately run federal prison in Kansas recorded video of hundreds of meetings between inmates and their attorneys, a court-led investigation has found after defense lawyers first raised concerns months ago about possible violations of client privilege. The detention center in Leavenworth, operated by Corrections Corporation of America, possessed video recordings of all attorney-inmate meetings reviewed by the court investigator, who examined 30 randomly chosen visits that took place in spring 2016 and concluded hundreds were recorded. The extent of the recordings hasn't been previously disclosed. Leavenworth CCA and the U.S. Attorney's Office in Kansas have been at the heart of a months long drama in the region's legal community over recordings of attorney-inmate meetings at the prison, as well as recordings of attorney-inmate phone calls. The ability of lawyers to meet with clients privately is a bedrock principle of the American legal system, and this fall, a federal judge named a special master to investigate. Defense attorneys first raised concerns last summer over video recording of meetings with their clients. The U.S. Attorney's Office is prosecuting a handful of inmates, accusing them of engaging in an elaborate smuggling ring within the prison. The inmates' attorneys put forward evidence that meetings had been recorded and have since provided evidence that inmate phone calls with attorneys also were recorded, even when attorneys had requested their numbers be blocked from recordings. th No decision yet from the 9 Circuit Court of Appeals in the Witherow v. Skolnik case concerning the monitoring of NV prisoner telecommunications with their attorneys.



NV-CURE Mail Is Not Legal Mail NV-CURE is not a legal services organization and we are not attorneys. Mail to and from NV-CURE is not legal mail. NV-CURE wants this fact clearly understood by all. We cannot send documents as “Legal Mail” and NDOC facilities are not required to recognize mail to us as Legal Mail. Thank you for your attention to this matter.



Sending Documents to NV-CURE Please do not send NV-CURE documents you want returned or copied. We do not copy and return documents. Send only documents we may retain in our files and disseminate as we deem appropriate. Thank you.



NV-CURE Membership NV-CURE Membership for prisoners ($2.00), basic ($10.00), family ($20.00), sustaining ($50.00) and lifetime ($100.00). ALL Memberships are ANNUAL. Each person needs to track their membership date and make a renewal membership donation yearly. Join NV-CURE and recommend joining NV-CURE to your family and friends. We do accept unused stamps for prisoner memberships.



How Private Prison Companies Rake In Profits 2/2/17 PLN Article



A new look at the prison industry shows that private companies profit from nearly every function of the United States' criminal legal system. The industry's scope is vast: Companies perform functions like prison operation and immigrant detention, and even GPS ankle monitoring and residential re-entry. While the usual suspects - Corrections Corporation of America (CCA) and GEO Group - operate prisons, numerous companies with similar track records provide services like health care, food provision and prisoner transport. Companies like Corizon, Aramark, JPay and GTL have histories of providing low-quality services, harming not only prisoners, but communities and taxpayers as well. We already know that the industry routinely cuts corners to make more profit, resulting in prison violence, lawsuits, accidental releases and high staff turnover. One only has to look at recent news to see the unforgiving intersection between for-profit companies and the criminal legal system. An



NO COLLECT CALLS TO NV-CURE NV-CURE does not accept collect telephone calls! NV-CURE’s number is 702.347.1731. ALL calls to NV-CURE must be prepaid. We do not have the funds necessary to accept collect calls and do not accept collect calls. ADDITIONALLY, all telephone calls to our Las Vegas Office are forewarded to the personal cell phone of NV-CURE President JOHN WITHERFOW. Before you telephone our number, be sure this procedure is NOT GOING TO RESULT in a disciplary report being written against you for violation of prison policies. We cannot be responsible for telephone calls made to NV-CURE.
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Articles and Information Wanted Please provide NV-CURE with suggestions for articles and information you may want included in our Newsletter. We are interested in bringing you information on events and issues related to the prison and parole systems. We will attempt to gather the factson issues of concern and write articles that may be of interest to all. If you want to write an article for publication, write it and send to NV-CURE and we may edit and publish



NV-CURE is looking for Sustaining Contributors NV-CURE is looking for Sustaining Contributors who want to advertise their businesses and/or corporations in our IB Newsletter. We currently publish the Newsletter bi-mothly. Every two (2) months our Newsletter goes out to almost eight hundred prisoners and 1200 people and organizations in the community. Our primary costs are printing and mailing. It currently costs NVCURE over $820.00 to mail our Newsletter to Prisoners – the very people who need our help. NV-CURE would like to increase our mailing to over 1000 prisoners. Our costs would increase accordingly. NV-CURE, a tax exempt non-profit organization, and needs at least twenty (20) Sustaining Contributors to accomplish our goals. With twenty Sustaining Contributors, contributing $500.00 per year, which is tax exempt, we can reach our goal. Is your organization interested in becoming a NV-CURE Sustaining Contributor? Visit our Website, nevadacure.org, and see what we do and call our office to sign up. Thank you.



SUSTAINING CONTRIBUTORS NV-CURE (Citizens United for the Rehabilitation of Errants) wishes to express our sincere and deep appreciation to the following Sustaining Contributors for their financial and material support. Travis and Jeanette Barrick, Esq., Las Vegas, NV, Gallian, Welker and Belkstrom, LC, Las Vegas, NV and St. George, UT., Angie Kiselyk, Arizona, Michelle Revell, Las Vegas, Nevada, Michael Cupp, Sparks, NV, Natalie Smith and John Witherow, Oakhurst, CA, John Townsend, Ely, NV, Craig Caples, Las Vegas, NV William O’Connell, Las Vegas, NV “Joan”, North Truro, MA WHIP, Inc., FMWCC, Las Vegas, NV NV-CURE urges all of our Members and supporters to patronizes the establishments referenced above supporting and making possible the publication of this Newsletter. If you or your corporation/business would like to become a Sustaining Contributor to NV-CURE Information Bulletin Newsletter, or would like more information, please call 702.347.0926 or 231.313.0059 or e-mail NV-CURE at [email protected] and place “Contributor” in the subject line.



Struggle In Solidarity Together We Can Make A Difference



NV-CURE 540 E. St. Louis Ave. Las Vegas, NV 89104
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