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THE CROWNING OF THORNS OF PRINCES, LIONS, AND FOXES: AN ANALYSIS ON THE DIMINUTION OF THE EFFICACY OF MACHIAVELLIANISM IN THE PHILIPPINES FRANCIS MICHAEL C. ABAD University of the Philippines Cebu



Abstract This paper is a textual analysis on certain principles embodied in Machiavelli’s “The Prince” based on historical and contemporary events surrounding the Philippine presidency, particularly the incumbencies of Arroyo and Aquino. For decades Philippine presidents have exhibited actions which may very well be Machiavellian in character. This paper looks into some qualities exemplified in “The Prince” as applied by a number of presidents and through the evaluation of these actions vis-àvis their efficacy in accumulating political power, this study theorizes that the effectiveness of Machiavellianism has declined due to certain Constitutional-Legal and Practical factors established and occurring in the Philippines. The paper also revisits the merits of Machiavellian theory and re-evaluates its nature and underlying motives. Ultimately, the goal is to rationalize why Machiavellianism is not a viable political tool in the Philippines. Keywords The Philippine presidency, Machiavellianism, diminution of the efficacy Introduction Perhaps among the multitude of Political Thinkers who contributed to the building of Western Thought, none can come as close in infamy than Niccolò Machiavelli. This Florentine philosopher who wrote The Prince which, many believe, for the sole purpose of obtaining the good graces of the Medici Family has sparked a new light amidst the cold dark ages. Among the centers of the Renaissance, Florence was always first, reaching its climax in Leonardo da Vinci, who most perfectly represented, and lived, the Renaissance ideal of universal man, creative in painting and the arts, inventive in science and engineering, and
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International Journal of Social Sciences Research accomplished in philosophy and letters. In the study of politics, the New Learning finds its clearest expression in Niccolò Machiavelli.1



This paper intends to capture certain principles embodied in Machiavelli’s “The Prince”, examine how they were applied by certain presidents in the Philippines and evaluate how these Machiavellian actions affected the stability of their positions and their goal of acquiring and maintaining political power. Essentially, The Prince intends to be a manual of princes on how to acquire and maintain political power. It speaks of power as an “end in itself”, a value that must be possessed at whatever cost, in disregard of traditional Christian morality and for the purpose of maintaining and expanding the position and influence of the ruler. The Prince may admittedly not be the most alluring, especially to many of its early readers who still held on to the prevailing medieval philosophy. But for what it’s worth, this little book produced by a deposed bureaucrat may have been the most interesting among all scholarly works in his time. Machiavelli envisions the ideal ruler as someone who knows how to be good and bad, and an act can only be good if it contributes to the accumulation of power, regardless of its intrinsic evil. For him, poisoning an ally may be considered malevolent. But if it is a political enemy who is made to gulp it, that should be regarded as something good, because by doing so the prince acquires more power from the loss of an opposition. He must know how to appear virtuous, and show to the public the examples of perfect virtue. But behind all the façade, he must prepare for war. To his people he appears as a man, compassionate, pious, generous. To his enemies, he bears the terror of the lion and the slyness of the fox. From this arises the question whether a prince should be feared or loved. Machiavelli suggests that it is best that the people feel both towards the prince. However, since it is difficult to be both feared and loved, Machiavelli insists that it is better to be feared than loved for, according to him, “love is held by a chain of obligation which, men being selfish, is broken whenever it serves their purpose; but fear is maintained by a dread of punishment which never fails.2” Historical Background Yet despite the widespread demonization of Machiavelli (many Jesuits even consider Machiavelli as the Devil’s “partner in crime”), this didn’t stop many Philippine presidents from taking a bite every now and then from this forbidden fruit and applying it in their politics. The application may have been done wittingly or unwittingly, but most notable among these presidents who made attempts to 1



Ebenstein, W., & Ebenstein, A. (2000). Machiavelli. In Great Political Thinkers: Plato to the Present (6th Edition ed., p. 284). Singapore: Thomson Wadsworth. 2 Ebenstein, W., & Ebenstein, A. (2000). The Prince. In Great Political Thinkers: Plato to the Present (6th Edition ed., p. 294). Singapore: Thomson Wadsworth.



24



Francis Michael C. Abad integrate Machiavellian politics was Ferdinand Marcos; the man who ruled with an iron fist in the 70’s when the late dictator declared the entire country to be under Martial Law. “Once in power, he used political appointments and rent transfers to an unprecedented degree to consolidate bureaucratic, military, and elite political support, and was able to weaken the judiciary through reappointment timing”3 He expanded both the scale and role of the military, allowing it to engage in a broad range of economic activities, personally benefiting leaders and officers loyal to Marcos.4 Marcos used massive amounts of the government budget to secure votes through patronage, buying votes, and organized violence and fraud.5 This string of stratagem brought Marcos unprecedented power in the history of the Philippines. Veritably, his political power grew tremendously enough to be called a dictator. He virtually influenced all three branches of government. Martial Law made sure that the media and the military operated on a leash. These, it seemed, were the fruits of his Machiavellian agenda. For the longest time his rule, though challenged, was prevailing- until 1986 brought it to an end through a bloodless people’s revolution. Gloria Macapagal Arroyo was the next to follow suit who, as Scriptorium notes, “more cunning than Machiavelli’s Prince and (with) less compunction than the Arthasastra; and she has learned well the lessons of EDSA and how to outflank it, while her disunited opponents are still stuck behind the Maginot Line”6. Arroyo knew too well the important role of the military as the catalyst for regime change. Without the support of the Armed Forces, little can be done in the Philippines where the populace is relatively weak given its tolerant and pacifist character. To ensure military loyalty, Arroyo frequently appointed key officials to the civil government leaving the disgruntled public desperate for support from her political enemies, often reluctantly as they too have their fair share of a bad record in public service. Arroyo, appearing to have learned from the lessons of her predecessors to be careful not to earn the ire of the people, often blurred their perspectives by showcasing her seemingly remarkable achievements during her yearly State of the Nation Address (SONA), in an apparent attempt to overshadow the growing popular discontent. Her administration had also been racked by scandal and charges of corruption. She debased the popular will and desecrated good governance. In fact, President 3



Kushida, K. (2003). The Political Economy of the Philippines Under Marcos. Stanford Journal of East Asian Affairs, 3(1), 120. 4 Kushida, 120. 5 David J. Steinberg, The Philippines: A Singular and a Plural Place (San Francisco: Westview Press, 1994), 120. 6 SCRIPTORIUM. (2007, October 22). Deceive and conquer: Why Arroyo will stay in power (part I). Retrieved October 12, 2014.
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International Journal of Social Sciences Research Arroyo has made herself a prime candidate for removal through another popular uprising. Yet there was no outrage. Instead, Filipinos appeared to be split down the middle and were displaying, not indignation, but indecisiveness.7 This careful balancing act between allies and enemies was a necessary maneuver in order to avoid being hated by the people, a boiling point which Machiavelli warns every prince to avoid. The current president Benigno Aquino III is no less sly in his politics. After succeeding Arroyo in 2010, he took no second thought in publicly declaring his intentions to eliminate what everyone thought was the nation’s perennial problemcorruption. Riding on the nostalgic mood brought by the death of his mother in the previous year, he raised the people’s hopes high with his “Daang Matuwid”8 slogan just in time for the upcoming election season. He realized that his best way to Malacañang was by donning his mother’s yellow robes. And that he did. But like his late mother, he needed an enemy to defeat, as his straight path propaganda could only be effective if it was to contrast itself from the crooked ways of Arroyo. Aquino saw Arroyo as a dragon that he must slay with his sword of virtue (if not the scapegoat that should be sacrificed to the dragon). In November 2011, Arroyo fell prey to her successor as her arrest warrant was issued for alleged electoral sabotage. Thereafter, she was charged with plunder. Her fate, it appears, has become similar to that of her predecessor. Both the Anti-Arroyo sector and the “yellow army” found renewed hopes in the fight against corruption, which has become rooted in the Philippines as its history itself. But Aquino did not stop at that. Her hatchlings should be equally wiped out lest they sow a wave of terror over Malacañang to avenge their mother. Not long after, an impeachment complaint was filed by the House of Representatives, where the president found his many allies9, against then Chief Justice Renato Corona, a “midnight appointee10” of Arroyo. Corona, in his defense, countered by calling it a plot by “enemies of the court” who seek to oust him “by any means fair or foul” in



7



David J. Steinberg, The Philippines: A Singular and a Plural Place (San Francisco: Westview Press, 1994), 120. 8 Literally translates to “straight path”, a term which connotes righteousness and straightforwardness as opposed to the crooked and winding road which suggests corruption that hinders or delays development 9 Holmes, R. D. (2012). The Philippines in 2011. Philippine Political Science Journal, 33(1), 81 10 A midnight appointee is one who is appointed by the President within the prohibitory 2 month period prior to the next presidential elections, as provided in Section 15, Article VII of the 1987 Constitution. Although the Supreme Court has ruled in De Castro vs. Judicial and Bar Council, et al (G.R. G.R. No. 191002, G.R. No. 191032, G.R. No. 191057, A.M. No. 10-2-5-SC, G.R. No. 191149, G.R. No. 191342. [March 17, 2010]) that the section on midnight appointments does not apply to appointments made to justices of the Supreme Court, many continue to stigmatize the Corona appointment and attribute the term to him.
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Francis Michael C. Abad order to “destroy the Court and the independence of the judiciary”11. Doronila describes the conflict as “a confrontation that has escalated into a hate campaign fueled by the presidency in the guise of mounting a holy crusade to make Arroyo administration officials accountable for (her) offenses”12. Were it not for the series of cases that the Supreme Court decided against the interest of Aquino13, nobody would have thought that the impeachment proceedings was just a Machiavellian scheme to get rid of the enemy. Machiavelli taught the prince to fight like a man and a beast, that is, to use the law or brute force. He states: You must know that there are two ways of contesting, the one by the law, the other by the force; the first method is proper to men, the second to beasts; but because the first is frequently not sufficient, it is necessary to have recourse to the second. Therefore it is necessary for a prince to understand how to avail himself of the beast and the man.14 This time, Aquino decided to use the law against Corona. Predictably, Corona was declared guilty by the impeachment court despite the former’s warning that his conviction would empower the ‘dictator’ Aquino to “gain control over all three branches of government15.”



Soon the illuminated politics of the Aquino administration would dim as the president faces a series of controversies involving his government. In July of 2014 and just after the controversial congressional Pork Barrel system was invalidated, the Supreme Court declared Aquino’s Disbursement Acceleration Program (DAP) as partly unconstitutional, thereby crippling the capacity of his administration to hasten government spending for preferred projects. Under the DAP, wide discretion is given to the executive department in the augmentation of funds for its preferred projects from “savings” derived from unexpended appropriations. Unfortunately, the Supreme Court ruled that these funds fell short of the statutory definition of savings. Further, a number of the projects which benefitted from DAP were made in violation of the doctrine of separation of powers. Both the Pork 11



Corona: 'We stand together', Speech delivered before Supreme Court Justices and Court Officials, 12 December 2011. (2012, January 13). Retrieved October 29, 2014, from http://verafiles.org/corona-we-stand-together/ 12 Doronila, A. (2011, December 11). The President’s bullying of the Supreme Court. Philippine Daily Inquirer. 13 This included the dissolution of the Truth Commission created by President Aquino to investigate anomalies allegedly made by Gloria Arroyo during her term as president, The lift of the travel ban imposed by the Department of Justice on Arroyo who was about to seek medical treatment abroad, and the ruling in the Hacienda Luisita cases where the Supreme Court ordered the distribution of land to the hacienda farmers in accordance with the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Law. 14 Machiavelli, N., & Marriott, W. (2008). The prince (p. 50). Waiheke Island: Floating Press. 15 Merueñas, M. (2011, December 14). Chief Justice Corona: 'I won't give in to Aquino dictatorship' Retrieved October 29, 2014, from http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/ story/241640/news/nation/chief-justice-corona-i-won-t-give-in-to-aquino-dictatorship
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International Journal of Social Sciences Research Barrel and the DAP became instruments of the president to ensure loyalty from his allies in congress as the facilitation of these funds were ultimately under the control of the executive department. But what appeared to be an issue too complex for the understanding of the common person became too clear when Senator Jinggoy Estrada blew the whistle after having been formally indicted with plunder before the Ombudsman (which many believe to be under Aquino’s direction) that a portion of the DAP was used to “bribe” many senators to vote for Corona’s impeachment. Estrada claims that he and other senators were each given 50 million pesos for this purpose. It appeared that the “Daang Matuwid” slogan just made a wrong turn. In turn, President Aquino- the anti-corruption president- appeared red-handed in his pristine robes. Gleaning from the past and present experience of Philippine politics, it can be deduced that Machiavellianism has declined in its effectiveness in keeping a nexus of power in the hands of the chief executive. The President being the most powerful person in government16, the past exercise of Machiavellian methods has proved to be fruitless in the long run. This paper posits that certain Constitutional-Legal Mechanisms, Societal Transformation, and Technological Advancement, along with other factors that are occurring in the Philippines, have effectively kept Machiavellian tendencies at bay. Constitutional-Legal Mechanisms One undeniable factor that led to this phenomenon was the creation of the 1987 Constitution which is sui generis, owing to the fact that much of the perils of the Martial Law era were sought to be avoided in the making thereof. One principle which stands out among most democratic states embodying similar constitutional pattern is the Grave Abuse of Discretion Clause17 which bolsters the power of judicial review in keeping the other branches at bay. Under this clause, courts of law are empowered to declare an act of any branch or instrumentality of the government as unconstitutional if such was exercised in grave abuse of discretion. By grave abuse of discretion is meant such capricious and whimsical exercise of judgment as is equivalent to lack of jurisdiction, as where the power is exercised in an arbitrary and despotic manner by reason of passion or hostility. 18 This clause has redefined the traditional doctrine of separation of powers and checks and balances because it now enables the courts to intrude into the political acts of any office of government to check if it is acting within constitutional 16



Based on the fact that among the three branches of government, the president holds the most concentrated power since he is the only official who wields control over an entire branch, as opposed to the other branches which necessitate collegiate decisions. 17 Article VIII Section 1, 1987 Constitution of the Republic of the Philippines 18 Sinon vs. Civil Service Commission (1992), 215 SCRA 410, 416-17
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Francis Michael C. Abad parameters and even if so, overturn their constitutional or legal judgment if such is found to have been gravely abused. This can only mean that the president can hardly use the law to achieve a Machiavellian end. Despotism and arbitrary exercise of power have become more susceptible to curtailment, illuminating the dark corridors where despots may commune with Machiavelli. Time and again the Supreme Court exercised the power of judicial review just so it could prevent any attempt on the part of the president to step beyond the borders of his power. In 2006, at the height of the NBN-ZTE Scandal alluded to President Arroyo, and which was the subject of a senate inquiry, the president issued Executive Order 464 aimed to prevent executive and military officials from appearing before any legislative inquiry without her consent. This was obviously intended to keep the secrets behind the NBN-ZTE deal from going public, an event that would surely create irreparable damage to Arroyo. But the Supreme Court did not hesitate to quash it down, saying that her act prevented Congress from exercising its constitutional power to inquire in aid of legislation and that EO 464 in a way deprived the people’s right to information on matters of public concern and their concomitant right to take part in government.19 In the same year, the Supreme Court likewise put on bay what was perceived to be a threat of the freedom of expression. In 2005, and on the very day which was the 33rd anniversary of the declaration of Martial Law, the government of Arroyo through the executive secretary introduced the term “Calibrated Preemptive Response” (CPR) in lieu of the “Maximum Tolerance” policy of the government towards the conduct of rallies and assemblies.20 The “Maximum Tolerance” policy was coined by B.P. 880 otherwise known as “The Public Assembly Act of 1985”. In sum, the law states that public assemblies may be conducted in public places with a prior permit from the city or municipal mayor. If the assembly is to be conducted in a designated “freedom park”, no prior permit is required for the assembly. If a prior-permit is required but was not obtained, law enforcers may disperse the rally. What was shocking for many government dissenters was that around the time this CPR was in force, permits to rally filed by protestors were not acted upon by their respective mayors, which would justify the dispersal by the police officers. 19



Senate of the Philippines, et al vs. Ermita. G.R. No. 169777 (2006); Bayan Muna, et al vs. Ermita G.R. No. 169659 (2006); Chavez vs. Ermita, G.R. No. 169660 (2006); Alternative Law Groups, Inc. vs. Ermita, G.R. No. 169667 (2006); PDP-Laban vs. Ermita, G.R. No. 169834 (2006); Cadiz, et al vs. Ermita, G.R. No. 171246 (2006) 20 Calibrated Preemptive Response. (2007, September 18). GMA News Online. Retrieved January 5, 2015, from http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/story/61050/news/calibratedpreemptive-response
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International Journal of Social Sciences Research Furthermore, rallies could not be conducted in the freedom parks as local government units, save for the City of Cebu, have not designated a particular plaza or park as a “freedom park”. This roused the anger of many activists who felt that the government of Arroyo was suppressing their sentiments against her and the Supreme Court was once again invoked to settle this problem. In a brave act of defending the sanctity of the Constitution, the Supreme Court ruled that the term “Calibrated Preemptive Response” is a “darkness that shrouds freedom” which must be struck down as it has no place in our legal firmament. 21 The Supreme Court protected free speech by ruling further that since few local government units have designated freedom parks, all public plazas and parks in the entire Philippines shall henceforth become freedom parks until the respective mayors designate one in their jurisdiction. And that in order to stop the pernicious practice of many mayors of not acting upon applications for permit to rally, all applications if not acted within two days from the time of filing shall be presumed approved. Public Opinion was obviously brewing against Arroyo from various civil groups. And Machiavellian politics dictate that any ruler should avoid being hated by the people or, at the very least, avoid the appearance of hatred. He says: Nevertheless a prince ought to inspire fear in such a way that, if he does not win love, he avoids hatred; because he can endure very well being feared whilst he is not hated, which will always be as long as he abstains from the property of his citizens and subjects and from their women22



Considering the pervasiveness of the media in the Philippines, the dispersal of rallies and assemblies would have been the best way to keep the pretense of normalcy in her governance. The CPR and EO 464 undoubtedly helped in that agenda and would have been successful if not for the timely intervention of the Supreme Court. It can be very well observed that whenever the head of state attempts to consolidate too much authority in his hands, the judiciary is likewise too quick to equalize it. With the Constitution as its tool, the Supreme Court can easily put the other branches in their proper places and keep their overarching powers in check. The separation of the three branches has been quite effective in avoiding the creation of a new Machiavelli, ensuring that the government complies with the principle of checks and balances and making the three branches of government truly co-equal. The revolutionary changes made by the 1987 Constitution cannot be overemphasized. Aside from the creation of the “Grave Abuse of Discretion” clause, it limited the term of the President to six years, without any reelection. His powers 21 22



Bayan, et al vs. Ermita, et al. G.R. No. 169838 (2006) Machiavelli, N., & Marriott, W. (2008). The prince (p. 49). Waiheke Island: Floating Press.
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Francis Michael C. Abad were also limited in various respects. His military powers were met with certain restrictions coming from both the legislative and the judiciary. Previously, the declaration of martial law was relatively unbridled and left to the exclusive prerogative of the President. Today, this same power may only be imposed during actual invasion or rebellion and when the public safety requires it, and its duration not to exceed sixty days unless extended or revoked by Congress. 23 Furthermore, the Supreme Court was given the power to review the factual basis for its declaration which means that it can likewise be invalidated if the High Court finds that there is actually no factual reason for its declaration. The re-establishment of the Commission on Appointments now “restores an executive limit on the appointing authority of the President removed by the 1973 Constitution”24. This, together with the ban on midnight appointments,25 preemptively breaks the dangerous connivance between the President and his top officials. As Machiavelli writes, “The choice of servants is of no little importance to a prince, and they are good or not according to the discrimination of the prince”.26 History is not deplete of instances when the power of appointment was abused to ensure coordinated accumulation of wealth and power by putting cronies in the top positions whether in broad daylight or in the eerie silence of midnight. While the constitution ensures the balance of power between the three branches of the national government, the passage of the Local Government Code of 1991 created another border that separated the dependence of local government units from the political, fiscal, and administrative prowess of national officials. Although the President exercises control over all levels in the executive department, the autonomy of local governments restricts his authority over them to that of mere supervision.27 Capuno also notes that the Code has become an opportunity for citizens and non-governmental Organizations (NGO) to participate in politics thereby increasing democratization in the Philippines. 28 This increase in political participation was coupled with the greater demand for government transparency and accountability as various groups have already called for the passage of the Freedom of Information Bill and legislative inquiries that were 23



Section 18 Article VII (1987), the 1987 Constitution of the Republic of the Philippines Bernas, J. (2003). The 1987 Constitution of the Republic of the Philippines: A commentary (2003 ed., p. 841). Manila, Philippines: Published & distributed by Rex Book Store.
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Section 15 Article VII (1987), the 1987 Constitution of the Republic of the Philippines Machiavelli, N., & Marriott, W. (2008). The prince (p. 154). Waiheke Island: Floating Press. 27 Section 25 Article I Chapter III, Republic Act 7160 otherwise known as the “Local Government Code of 1991” (1991) 28 Capuno, J. J. (2005). The quality of local governance and development under decentralization in the Philippines (No. 2005, 06). Discussion paper//School of Economics, University of the Philippines. 26
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International Journal of Social Sciences Research originally intended in aid of legislation has now become more of a venue for whistleblowers with their juicy exposé. Societal Transformation and Technological Advancement The current constitutional and legal framework, however, cannot be lone reason for the reduction of Machiavellian efficacy in the Philippines. The prevalence of the “watchdog” media and the development of communications have also improved the political maturity of the citizenry in a way that has never been expected. The power of text messaging and the internet to initiate political change cannot anymore be disregarded. Khamis and Vaughn articulate how the social media such as Facebook, Twitter, Youtube and text messaging became instrumental in bringing about the Egyptian uprising of 2011.29 In the Philippines, Rafael argues that in politically charged moments such as People Power II (which led to the ouster of then President Estrada) cell phones were credited, along with radio, television, and the Internet, for summoning the crowd and channeling its desire, turning it into a resource for the reformation of social order.30 What once took 20 years before the Marcoses were removed from power, the second people power revolution happened only almost 3 years from Estrada’s assumption. The media has made it easier to generate public opinion and the internet and cellular phones (many of which are built to access the internet) enabled this to reverberate in all social classes. This development gave rise to instant mass mobilizations and online mass protests. And while Machiavellianism aims to contain public opinion through media regulation, such could hardly be possible today while the internet remains free and mobile devices make freedom of speech unabridged. Back in the Martial Law era, President Marcos took over the media business of the Lopezes and reduced the volume of public clamor. Today, each person can become a broadcaster in so many ways he can possibly choose. He needs only a cellular phone and an internet connection to rant about the government, or any of its officials, to all friends, acquaintances, and even strangers who can likewise share and republish the same to their peers. This continual posting and sharing of one’s political opinions tend to accumulate in the cyberspace and reach the part of the web where media institutions pick them up. Local and national news networks nowadays are fond of integrating into their formats Facebook and Twitter posts by random citizens which, admittedly, are sometimes utilized to bolster slanting. Nevertheless, the melding results to the dragging of a personal post from a sidewalk of the information super highway into the mainstream, thereby giving it a greater value and immediate impact in the formulation of popular sentiments. 29 Khamis, S., & Vaughn, K. (2012). ‘We Are All Khaled Said’: The potentials and limitations of cyberactivism in triggering public mobilization and promoting political change. Journal of Arab & Muslim Media Research, 4(2-3), 145-163. 30 Rafael, V. L. (2003). The cell phone and the crowd: Messianic politics in the contemporary Philippines. Philippine Political Science Journal, 24(47), 3-36.
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Francis Michael C. Abad Public Opinion has become stronger, louder and, to the dismay of many, uncontrollable. Teehankee states that Philippine history has long been characterized by the durability and resilience of political clans and dynasties31. And while the 1987 Constitution has expressly directed Congress to eliminate it, its eradication has yet to begin its course. As of date, there is no law which comes close as to even define the bounds of the concept. Time has enabled these dynasties to grow both in wealth and influence, enough to garner political muscle to outpower one another. Tucker believes that elites and awaiting elites are also known historical actors in a revolution.32 As can be observed, political giants create factions in the political society, constantly challenging the integrity and sometimes the legitimacy of the ruling family by exposing one anomaly after another. Games of “pots calling the kettles black” and “mudslingings” have invariably created equilibrium amongst political elites, precluding one dynasty to rear the dreaded Machiavellian Prince whose face should remain untainted in the eyes of the public33. The accumulation of power by the President has also been preventing by this landscape, the latter finding it difficult to topple his enemy without leaving a chance for another one to take advantage of. Although it is true that coalitions among political power houses could be made, forming a cartel of concentrated power which may boost one’s chances to Malacañang. Many times traditional politicians bargain with each other, one promising full support for the other in return for the same support after the latter’s term has ended. But if anything is to be learned from history is that political alliances have never been so strong in the Philippines. They start to corrode shortly after they are forged, usually due to conflict in political principles or ambition, lending substance to the truism that “in politics, there are no permanent friends only permanent interests”. Deception, unexpected strikes, the pouncing of the lion with the agility of the fox are what characterize the core of Machiavellian politics. To act without revealing one’s true intentions is demanded if one is to be considered adept in Machiavellianism. The Prince must use the element of surprise if he is to effectively defeat his enemies. Without it, he becomes predictable and susceptible to traps, and the antithesis of a Machiavellian Prince is one who gets defeated in his own game or caught in his own trap. Such is what has become of Machiavellianism. Its early signs can be easily detected and its next move predicted. One only needs to 31



Teehankee, J. (2002). Electoral politics in the Philippines. Electoral Politics in Southeast and East Asia, 149-202. 32 Tucker, F. T. (2014). The Possibility For Peaceful, Global, Participatory Governance: A Political Evolution Enabled by the Internet and Manifested by Crowds. 33 Perhaps the best example that Philippine history can provide is the election of the current president Benigno Simeon Aquino III., whose good reputation borrowed from the “Cory Magic” continues to be tainted and haunted by the Hacienda Luisita horrors and, recently, the dreadful Mamasapano incident.
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International Journal of Social Sciences Research follow through the book. The Prince, practically taught, re-examined, and debated in almost every hall of social science has become too familiar even to college undergraduates and armchair political scientists. It has in both literal and figurative sense become an open-book. And with all the watchful eyes that today’s society burdens every ruler, it is folly to assume that none of them will notice the emperor’s clothes. The Weberian Bureaucratic Model has made all official acts set on record that even unofficial transactions, in one way or another, leaves a paper trail which scrutiny may follow. Summary and Conclusion Despite numerous attempts made by heads of state to consolidate power through Machiavellian means, Philippine history teaches us that its long-term effects may prove unsuccessful. This study shows that the Philippines have built in place legal and constitutional mechanisms that would effectively prevent or foreclose the president’s acquisition of immense authority. Such includes various limitations established in the 1987 Constitution, particularly the limitation of terms of office and the various powers that were once unbridled and open to abuse. Further, the inclusion of the ‘grave abuse of discretion’ clause enabled the courts of law to intrude into the functions of the two other branches of government and nullify any of their whimsical or capricious discretions, discretions which the courts used to stay away in fear of violating the ‘political question’ doctrine and, ultimately, the principle of separation of powers. The Local Government Code likewise diluted the concentration of authority in the national government and empowered the local government units to exercise autonomous governance over their respective jurisdictions, free from the control of the executive branch. Moreover, the improvement of communications technology and internet freedom has drastically vested citizens the access to incorporate their political sentiments into the mass of public opinion and mainstream mass media. Public opinion proved to be growing louder and stronger in initiating political changes, enough for Malacañan Palace to notice and take steps to control damage to the president’s reputation from time to time whenever viral videos and criticisms are circulating online. This only shows how powerful educated citizens have become in recent years and that the political engagement is not anymore limited to elections and lobbying by the left. Various people from different political standpoints now come together to express support and discontent through means other than street parliamentarism. Interestingly, the popular reaction towards Machiavellian actions may very well support the theory propounded by many scholars that Machiavelli wrote to teach princes how to be caught in their own trap in order to bring back republicanism in that point in time when all that was virtuous seemed lost. A notable number supports the thesis that Machiavelli’s true heart was not really tyrannical but republican, including Baron, Hale, Pocock, Gentili, Mattingly, Rousseau, Spinoza, and 34



Francis Michael C. Abad Wolin.34 Dietz calls The Prince as a masterful act of political deception aimed to undo Lorenzo de Medici by giving him advice that would jeopardize his power and hasten his overthrow, and allow for the resurgence of the Florentine republic.35 She points out that each advice given by Machiavelli was actually aimed at destroying the Medici by pointing out their strengths, the very virtues that enabled them to rise to power, and make them appear as their weaknesses and vice-versa.36 Langton disagrees, however, saying that The Prince was not meant to deceive Lorenzo de Medici but rather to instruct him to create a viable Italian state which could set the stage for the reintroduction of republicanism.37 Regardless of whatever intent Machiavelli had in mind, both agree that the very motive of Machiavelli was to restore republicanism. And this unravels some of the mystery surrounding the creation of the Discourses on Livy. Machiavelli wrote The Prince purporting to support the tyranny of the Medici in order for them to unwittingly pave the path to republicanism, likely through a revolution by “enlightened” subjects, the maintenance of which to be discussed in the Discourses. Gentili believed in the same thread of argument, calling Machiavelli a “eulogist of democracy” for he was able to expose the tyrants’ tricks to the “suffering nations”38 Despite the confusion brought by the inconsistency of Machiavelli himself, what is undeniable was that Machiavelli reached the height of his political career during the time when Florence was a republic. It is rather more sound to play the tune that Machiavelli, in his love for republicanism, chose to restore it in what may have been the most unconventional way, but the only way he knew best, that is, by becoming himself. Thus, it is apt to adopt the analogy that time and circumstances have put a crown of thorns over the heads of presidents who attempted to follow the advice of Machiavelli’s Prince. The crown is very well understood as a symbol of power and glory, the promise and reward to those who faithfully abide by the precepts of The Prince. Yet these are the very thorns that unfurl from this crown along with history like a deadly snare stuck in the heads of state during the most unexpected moment of their rule, losing the very value which they sought to achieve. The President of a modern republic could not fully wear the shoes of the prince. He has not enough authority to carry out its precepts. Even Tucker believes that “Republics aren’t ideal for autocrats, who typically try to compromise 34
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International Journal of Social Sciences Research democratic processes, or move as many social interactions as possible out of the democratic arena and into the private.” 39 That being said, the traditional understanding of Machiavelli needs to be changed, and this study hopes to contribute to the fermentation of that new outlook. The people are not and should not be the sort of enemies that a “prince” should overcome by fear. To instill fear upon the populace is a very perilous game, for fear in itself causes people to think of the abominable and only motivates them to rise up to remove that thing which causes it. Such was the case in the Philippines in both revolutions. In the first, it was fear of the Marcosian dictatorship. In the second, it was the fear of Estrada’s incapacity. Whoever sows fear will reap a revolution, for the Filipino people, in their power, would rather face the darkness than sleep in uncertainty. This should not mean to say that dictators simply fall on their own, as if they were a self-limiting virus. All the more, the study highlights the importance of a pro-active citizenry that must be vigilant to counteract the Machiavellian tendencies of the ruling class. As the people claim their fair-share of political power, the less of which gets accumulated in the hands of the few. And the more well-informed the Filipino people become, the more difficult it is for the few oligarchs to outwit them. References 1987 Constitution of the Republic of the Philippines Balot, R., & Trochimchuk, S. (2012). The Many and the Few: On Machiavelli's “Democratic Moment”. The Review of Politics, 74(04), 559-588. Bernas, J. (2003). The 1987 Constitution of the Republic of the Philippines: A commentary (2003 ed., p. 841). Manila, Philippines: Published & distributed by Rex Book Store. Calibrated Preemptive Response. (2007, September 18). GMA News Online. Retrieved January 5, 2015, from http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/ story/61050/news/calibrated-preemptive-response Capuno, J. J. (2005). The quality of local governance and development under decentralization in the Philippines (No. 2005, 06). Discussion paper//School of Economics, University of the Philippines. Clarke, M. T. (2013). The Virtues of Republican Citizenship in Machiavelli’s Discourses on Livy. The Journal of Politics, 75(02), 317-329. 39
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