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DEVELOPING ENGLISH TEXTBOOK FOR FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL M. ARIF RAHMAN HAKIM State Institute of Islamic Studies (IAIN) Bengkulu, Indonesia DIAN ANGGRAINI Institut Agama Islam Ma’arif (IAIM) Nahdlatul Ulama, Metro Lampung, Indonesia Abstract Teaching English in elementary school is not easy, as we know, because the young learners do not have idea the reason of learning English. Besides, we know that teaching English to young learners at elementary school is different from adults. Teacher has to understand the characteristic of young learners and have to manage the classroom. Researcher believes that developing English textbook based on CTL can improve the students’ skill in English. Furthermore, this study focuses on materials development of English for fourth grade students. This study aimed to develop English text book for the fourth Grade Students of SDN Rampal Celaket I Malang 2013/ 2014 that introduce English from the first students to the sixth students although the English’s position as extracurricular. The procedures being employed in this study were, doing need analysis, developing English textbook, conducting expert validation, try-out and revising the materials. The final product of this development was the students’ book entitled “ Fantastic of English for Fourth Grade Students of Elementary School”. It supplemented by teachers’ guide. The book consisted of six units and was developed into six sections, they were listening, speaking, reading followed by vocabularies, writing, grammar that suitable with students level and fun corner which dealt with games and song. Keywords: Material development, English textbook, elementary school Introduction In elementary school, there are four skills. Suyanto(2007, p. 156) said that at the end of elementary school the students are expected to have the basic a skills of reading, listening, speaking and writing pattern based on their development level and interest within their vocabulary achievement level at about 500world. The materials include simple listening, speaking, reading and writing. For the teaching learning process, the four language skills should be developed interestedly. Now, Indonesia has new curriculum that is curriculum 2013. Different from KTSP, in this curriculum English lesson just made extracurricular. So, English will be not examined in final examination. It is similar with scouting. Further, the teaching learning must be interesting. Although English has been placed as one of 29
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extracurricular lessons, however it is very important to teach this subject since it is helpful for students when they learn English in junior high school. Considering with young learner condition, it is very important to pay attention to give materials that appropriate with students’ condition and students need. Sometimes when young learners come to learn a foreign language, they do not know why they should do. There are many similarities between learning one’s mother tongue and learning a foreign language in spite of the differences in age and the time available. The appropriate approach that suitable with students need and with curriculum elementary school is contextual teaching learning (CTL). CTL is conception of teaching and learning that that helps teacher relate subject matter or content to real word situation; and motivates students to make connections between knowledge and its application to their lives. It is focus on the contexts of what we teach from students’ point of view (Berns and Ericson, 2001. p. 36). Researcher believes that developing English textbook based on CTL can improve the students’ skill in English. Furthermore, this study focus on materials development of English for grade students of SDN Rampal Celaket I. SDN Rampal Celaket 1 which located in JL Tretes No.26 Malang is one of primary schools which introduce English from the first students to the sixth students although the English’s position as extracurricular. However, English should also be taught in the school. Based on fact above, the researchers choose this school to be integrated to teach English in this school. It is still need a lot developing material. The existence of English material from the school is considered complex and too general for students. The students have to learn many formulas of grammatical rules and they are asked to remember many vocabularies. The matter cause a problem for many students, as the students who has many subjects in their school, they need much comprehend English. The students’ learning is not as high as expected. So, the researcher tries to propose simply English materials for young learner using contextual teaching method. According to the problem above, Brown (2000, p. 87) stated that there are five categories that give some practical approaches to teaching children: 1. Intellectual development, 2. Attention span, 3. Sensory input, 4. Affective factors, 5. Authentic, meaningful language. Methods For the purpose of developing English materials, the models of development proposed by Borg & Gall (1983) was adapted. The researcher is interested to adapt the procedure of his design to be used as the procedure of the development on this product. This design of the study is usually referred as R&D cycle. Its consists of carrying out need analysis as information collecting activity, developing the product, validating it with the experts and tried it out in the field. The design of this study involves: (1) need analysis, (2) starting instructional goals, (3) developing instructional material, (4) expert validation, (5) try-out and (6) final product. The adaptation model is taken due to the time limit and the use of product. The whole procedures is described in figure 3.1
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Need analysis • Giving questionnaire to the students to collect information from the students about the writing class needed by the students • Giving checklist to the teachers to collect information on the available textbook • Giving interview with the teachers to get information about teachers’ needs of writing materials and suggestions on the writing materials being developed



Stating instructional Goal to meet the student’s need • Stating the standard of competence • Stating the basic competence



Developing instructional Materials • Stating indicators • Stating the design and the arrangement of the material • Selecting the topics • Determining the activities



Expert validation • Giving the draft to the expert • Validation of the draft from the expert • Data collection • Revision Try- out • Trying the product to know the applicability of the product in the real classroom • Data collection • Revision Final product • The improved materials is the final product
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The materials are developed based on the existing English syllabus for Elementary School of fourth grade students in the second semester, in this step, the materials are developed from the item of indicators in the syllabus. The developed materials were design in a model suggested by Hutchinson and Waters in Hyland (2003, p.10), which involves input, content focus, language focus and task. According to Flanagan (1981, p.8) textbook is one of the world’s most ubiquitous instructional devices. It means that textbook is material sources for teachers and students. Results and Discussions The data of the needs analysis covered information about the current textbook that was collected using a checklist, interviews with the teacher about the materials and the students’ needs of the material that were collected using questionnaires. After doing a checklist, it could be concluded that the current book used by the teacher was still in line with the basic competences in English syllabus. However, the topics given did not support students’ need and context. As a result, the materials discussed did not enrich students’ experience and were not able to relate the context in their life. Besides, the teacher used a book that has many grammars. It made students difficult to understand the material The teacher admitted that she took materials from different sources, but they did not relate to the students’ context. He thought it was needed to develop materials to relate the topics in to the students’ life. So, they will understand the material easily. From the students’ point of view, they preferred the design of their book is interesting. Besides, they preferred the materials of the illustrations of which were completed with colorful pictures because they believed that colorful pictures contributes to the understanding of the materials. In line with understanding, interest materials and topics, most of them stated that they felt at ease if the materials were related to their daily life even in the class or out class. They thought that having daily life of the materials would help them in understanding the materials. In addition, most of them added that they would understand well if the materials related to the things what they know. Some students chose that the materials would be interesting if the materials were following with the pictures for them. Some of them added that they hoped the materials were related to the thing what they want to know. They were eager to learn new things. Most of the students stated that they could do the exercise less than 50 % from their exercises. In addition, most of them added that they could do the exercise more than 50 % from their exercises. But another stated that they can do all of the exercise correctly. Most of the students stated they would be interesting for exercises if the instructions were clear, because this would make them feel easy in doing the exercise. They also added that the variety of the materials and their creativity in doing exercises would make them interested. Some of them preferred having games in doing exercises. And some of them also stated that the exercise would be interesting if they can enjoy the product



32



International Journal of Educational Studies Vol. 12, No. 3, 2015



From the discussion about the need of analysis, the result showed that the aims of the existing textbook was still in line with the English syllabus, but dealing with the topics both students and the teacher preferred that the topics should be developed based on the students’ need and context, in this case the book that use simple word, related with students’ life and interest. They preferred to have colorful pictures. In relation to the skills taught, both students and teacher thought that they were not so interesting. They preferred to have colorful pictures. Besides, both students and the teacher stated that the exercises should be related to the teaching and learning situation and students’ needs. The teacher also added that the students wanted to work in pairs and groups. From the result of the need analysis, the draft of the materials was developed. It was in the form of students’ book that was developed based on the 2006 English curriculum. The students’ book was developed into six units which stated the basic competences, the topics and the learning outcomes. The topics were developed into tasks and were related to the students’ context and workplace. Those six topic were 1. My School 2. Clothes and Colours 3. Animal 4. Times and Days 5. Food and Cooking 6. Season. In every unit, there were certain sections for listening, speaking, reading and writing. Besides, there were simple grammar for discussing grammar and fun corner for relaxing students through games and songs. While for vocabulary, it was inserted in reading section. In this research, two experts conducted the expert validation. The first expert is deal with language, while the other one focused on the content and the design. The draft was submitted in April 2014 to the experts. From the checklist there was 15 items in evaluating the product. From the item number 1, it can be seen the experts’ judgment of the aspect cover design is attractive to the students and appropriate with English book. Item number 2 about the letter. It can be seen the expert judgment of the aspect letter is fair. It is about the use of letter is clear, appropriate, consistent, and readable. Item number 3 about the typing. It can be seen the expert judgment of the aspect typing is fair. It is about the typing is clear and neat. Item number 4 is spacing. Expert said that it is fair. It is about appropriate and consistent. In organization of material, the expert said that the materials are organized attractively but in the form of unit and section is poor. The expert also said that the material are organized in logically ordered tasks is good. For item number 6 is Lay out. Expert judgment is fair. It is about clear and attractive. Item number 7 is instructional objectives. For the first criteria is about the instructional objectives are clear. Here, the expert judgment is fair. The second criteria are the instructional objectives are stated clearly. The expert’s judgment is fair. And the last criterion is the instructional objectives are ordered appropriately. Expert said it is good. The item number 8 is about topics. There are two criteria. First, the topics are appropriate to students’ need. The expert judgment is good. The second is topics are relevant to the subject content. Expert said that it is good. Item number 9 is grammar review. The expert’s judgment about the grammar review is relevant to students’ need and the expert’s judgment about the grammar review is to the given context is good. The item number 10 is examples. There are two criteria. First is the examples are clear and appropriate and the second one is the example can define concepts clearly and adequately. The expert’s judgment about these criteria is good. The item number 11 is 33



M. Arif Rahman Hakim & Dian Anggraini



tasks. There are three criteria. First, the tasks are appropriate to the given context. Second, the tasks are communicative and the last is the tasks can encourage involvement to the students. For the first and second criteria, the expert’s judgment is fair but in the last criteria the expert judgment is good. The item number 12 is instruction. It is about the instructions are clear and appropriate. The expert’s judgment is good. The item number 13 is coverage of material. There are three criteria. First is the coverage of materials are relevant to the students’ need and interest. Second, the coverage of materials are relevant to the students’ are suitable with students and third is the coverage of materials represents the aspects of language skill. The expert said good in every criteria. The next item ( 14) is content of material. There are 4 criteria: the content is clear and appropriate, the content is logically order, the content relates directly to the objective of instruction. The expert’s judgment for every criterion is good. The last item (15) is language. It is about the language is suitable to the students level. The expert’s judgment is good. Besides giving the judgment, the expert also gave some comments, suggestion and evaluation related to the books, materials, objectives, and organization of the content. The expert said better-added pictures in every unit. Then, it would be better if there is no Indonesian language in giving meaning in vocabularies. The expert also asked for adding exercises in every unit. Related to the exercises, it is better to give exercises according to the students’ need. Based on the comments and suggestions given during the experts’ validation, the draft was revised in the hope that the presentation of the whole materials becomes effective, useful, attractive, clear, appropriate, suitable, and arouse students’ interest by which finally can motivate them to learn. After revision, the second draft of the materials was produced. After did the revision, the researcher need a vision from the materials that has developed, so the researcher need to do the try out. The implementation of the try out was principally carried out well. The materials could be presented without facing much difficulty. The students seemed to be interested in the materials because they thought what they got related closely to their life. The teacher seemed to be motivated in conducting the try out. Conclussion The final product of this development was the students’ book entitled “ Fantastic of English for Fourth Grade Students of Elementary School”. It supplemented by teachers’ guide. The students’ book was English material for the fourth students for elementary school. The book consisted of six units and was developed into six sections, they were listening, speaking, reading followed by vocabularies, writing, grammar that suitable with students level and fun corner which dealt with games and song. The products are applicable for students in terms of their attractiveness and appropriateness of the content and level of difficulty. The content materials are appropriate because it relates to the students’ life. Besides, the level of difficulty is appropriate with students ‘level.
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