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The Kashmir crisis represents Modi govt.’s colossal failure: Sonia



Navy not keen on more Scorpene submarines which have been delayed
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As July 1 nears, GST interface not ready



NEARBY



Third party GST Suvidha Providers say only piecemeal implementation possible by deadline



Clamour to delay roll-out gets louder



TCA Sharad Raghavan New Delhi



One killed in U.P. communal clash MEERUT



One person died in a communal clash which erupted in Naseerpur village late on Monday night. Over a dozen were injured. According to the police, the situation in the village on Tuesday was “peaceful and under control.” NEWS



쑺 PAGE 10
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OPPORTUNITIES 쑺 ON JACKET 2 DELHI METRO 쑺 4 PAGES



While the government remains committed to rolling out the GST regime from July 1, GST Suvidha Providers (GSPs), who are expected to help taxpayers cope with the transition to the new regime and its compliance paperwork, may only be operationally ready a few months down the line, say industry players. “Being very upfront, we are not too confident about the July 1 roll-out deadline,” Tejas Goenka, executive director at Tally Solutions, one of the 34 GSPs so far approved by the GSTN, told The Hindu. “The GSP model is not the only solution for the GSTN to meet its obligation to the citizens of the country — which is to get a system ready on which they can file their re-



Special Correspondent New Delhi



turns. It need not be that the GSP model will be out by July 1.”



Convenient methods Under the GST regime, the GSPs are expected to provide convenient methods to taxpayers to access and upload their documents and returns onto the GST Network (GSTN), the information



technology backbone of the new indirect tax regime. “Sitting on June 6, we aren’t confident that the GSP business will be ready,” Mr. Goenka added. “What will likely happen is that in the first two months, the government will say: ‘Let us get the basics right and start with pushing the new system out. On July 10, July 15, July 17 and
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Saving the harvest



July 20, (the dates on which the monthly I-T returns are to be filed by companies) let people file using the government portal, the offline solution.’ They’ll do something like that to get people to comply and then they will start pushing the GSP/ASP model over time.”



Demands to delay the implementation of the GST regime are getting louder, with industry, the State governments, banks, and even GST Suvidha Providers voicing concerns about lack of preparedness. “The preparedness of all banks... is a question mark,” the Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) reportedly told the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Finance, given the extensive changes required to both systems and procedures.



CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 10



CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 10



IMD predicts more rain this monsoon Update says rainfall will be ‘normal’ Jacob Koshy NEW DELHI



The country is likely to get more rain than was originally forecast in April, the India Meteorological Department (IMD) has said. Rainfall would be ‘normal’ and around 98% of the Long Period Average (LPA), the IMD said in an update on Tuesday. This is 2% more than the 96% or ‘near normal’ rain it had forecast in April. In the update, the IMD also said rains in July and August, the most important monsoon months for the kharif crops, would be 96% and 99% respectively, of what was normal. Spatially too, the IMD expects a balanced geographical distribution. The season



Rain brought much-needed relief to citizens in Hyderabad. K.V.S. GIRI *



rainfall is likely to be 96% of the historical average in north-west India, 100% of the LPA over central India, 99% of the LPA over the south peninsula, and 96% of the LPA over north-east India, with a model error of ± 8%. (The LPA is a 50-year average of the monsoon rains in India.) WEAKER EL NINO 쑺 PAGE 11



5 killed as police ire on M.P. farmers Curfew imposed in sensitive areas of Mandsaur after ryots go on the rampage The bodies of the five killed have been kept in the Mandsaur district hospital, a senior official said.



Anup Dutta Bhopal



Five farmers were killed and two critically injured in Mandsaur district of Madhya Pradesh when the police opened fire during a violent protest on Tuesday. The State government later imposed curfew in sensitive areas of the district and suspended Internet services in Mandsaur, Ratlam, Neemuch and Ujjain. “Five persons died in Tuesday’s incident but the situation is under control,” Mandsaur Collector S.K. Singh said on the phone. “Curfew has been clamped in the Pipliya Mandi police station area and Section 144 imposed in the rest of the district,” he added.



Flood troubles: Harvested paddy being transported on country boats after ields were submerged by loodwaters at Mayong in Morigaon district of Assam on Tuesday. The Brahmaputra is lowing above the danger mark in eight districts. RITU RAJ KONWAR *



Vehicles torched According to eyewitnesses, hundreds of protesters threw farm produce on the



Ire on roads: The government suspended Internet services in Mandsaur, Ratlam, Neemuch and Ujjain. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



road and forcibly shut shops in the Pipliya Mandi Parshavnath Chowpatty area. They also threw stones and torched over a dozen vehicles. The police at first lobbed teargas shells to bring the



Marans get charge sheet copies Staff Reporter Chennai



A special court for CBI cases here on Tuesday furnished copies of the charge sheet to former Union Telecom Minister Dayanidhi Maran, his



elder brother and media baron Kalanithi Maran and five others in connection with a case filed against them in 2013 for allegedly setting up an illegal telephone exchange at the



house of Mr. Dayanidhi.



situation under control. But when the mob did not disperse, they opened fire. The farmers have been agitating since June 1, demanding better prices for their produce and loan waiver.



CM blames Congress Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan blamed the Congress for having “turned the agitation violent” and alleged that its aim was always to give it a “political colour.” The government has ordered a judicial probe into the firing and announced a compensation of ₹10 lakh to the kin of the deceased and ₹1 lakh to the injured persons. The Rashtriya Kisan Mazdoor Sangh, which is leading the agitation, announced a State-wide bandh on Wednesday to protest the police firing. CPI(M) CONDEMNS KILLING OF FARMERS 쑺 PAGE 11 MAHARASHTRA FARMERS CONTINUE PROTEST 쑺 PAGE 10



Pilots’ WhatsApp chat leaves DGCA fuming



In six volumes The 2,500-page charge sheet filed by the CBI was in six volumes.



Complaint iled over ‘obscene remarks’



DETAILS ON 쑺 PAGE 7



Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



Messages exchanged on a WhatsApp chat group between pilots of four private airlines — SpiceJet, Jet Airways, GoAir and IndiGo — have landed them in trouble, with the Directorate-General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) filing a police complaint against 34 pilots for allegedly making “obscene remarks” against its senior officials. “DGCA has filed complaint for making obscene remarks against DGCA officials on social media. Any



action on that is for the police,” DGCA Director-General B.S. Bhullar said in a text message on Tuesday.



13 pilots questioned Based on the complaint, 13 pilots were questioned by the Delhi Police on Tuesday, though no FIR has been registered in the case so far. “We have received the complaint and are examining it,” said Additional Deputy Commissioner of Police (South) Chinmoy Biswal. CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 10



2 charge-sheeted by NIA in fake cash case The Malda men were caught in March Special Correspondent



of a Malda hotel on March 6.



New Delhi



The National Investigation Agency (NIA) has filed a charge sheet against two men from West Bengal for allegedly smuggling in fake ₹2,000 denomination notes from Bangladesh. Habibur Rahaman and Fakirul Seikh alias Akash, both of Malda, were charged with the smuggling and circulation of fake currency notes across the country with a view to damaging its monetary stability, the agency said. The fake currency was seized from the two in front CM YK



Of ‘low quality’ The agency said the fake notes were of “low quality,” but did not mention the source in Bangladesh. Investigators earlier blamed Pakistan’s ISI for using Bangladesh territory to smuggle fake currency notes into India. Printing issue The charge sheet was, however, silent on whether the notes were printed in Bangladesh or in Pakistan. CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 10 M ND-ND
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Process initiated to shut down Kolkata’s Salt Dept



BJP launches ‘my booth’ campaign in Odisha



Employees stage dharna, demand withdrawal of decision



Staff Reporter



Soumya Das Kolkata



The Union government’s decision to shut down the Salt Department’s regional office here has reached its final stages with a three-member team from Chennai arriving on Tuesday to initiate the closing process. The staff members, under the banner of the Coordination Committee of Central Government Employees, staged a protest during the day against the decision and demanded its “immediate withdrawal”. Alleging that consumers in Bengal will suffer, Coordination Committee of Central Government Employees general secretary Pijush Roy



said: “Not only will the people of our State suffer due to the decision, but the existing employees of the Kolkata office will also face an adverse situation.” At present, there are nine staff members in the Kolkata office. Apart from the staff members, the decision will leave more than 5,000 workers of the industry in Bengal and Odisha with an uncertain future, he added.



Quality control The regional office here is responsible for quality monitoring (mainly assuring proper iodine content in salt) and labour welfare of the industry in Bengal and Odisha.



At present, the Salt Department’s jurisdiction is divided into five regions namely Chennai, Ahmedabad, Mumbai and Kolkata. In an order dated August 8, 2016, the Centre had declared its decision to close down the regional office in Kolkata along with four salt testing laboratories in Bengal and Odisha. Justifying its decision, the Centre cited a report of the National Productivity Council (2015) which recommended “restructuring of the Salt Commissioner’s Office including merging/closing of its offices, reduction of staff and reduction in the number of salt testing laboratories.” DELHI



Timings



Wednesday, June 07



RISE 05:23 SET 19:18 RISE 17:23 SET 03:58 Thursday, June 08



RISE 05:23 SET 19:18 RISE 18:14 SET 04:36 Friday, June 09



RISE 05:23 SET 19:18 RISE 19:05 SET 05:17



Amit Shah to visit State for three days BHUBANESWAR



The State unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party on Tuesday launched a month-long campaign called ‘My booth, the strongest’ to strengthen the party at the grassroots in Odisha ahead of the threeday visit of its national president Amit Shah. Union Tribal Affairs Minister Jual Oram along with other party leaders reached Godibari village on the outskirt of Bhubaneswar in the morning and mingled with the villagers, mostly tribals. The villagers were informed about the achievements of the Narendra Modi government at the Centre during the past three years.



Serious bid “We are making a serious bid for the 2019 elections. Our leaders visited 1,000 booths of the State on Tuesday. State president Basant Panda and senior BJP leader K. V. Singh Deo also went to different booths,” said Mr. Oram. Over the next one month till July 6, about 10,000 office-bearers of the party will



visit 36,000 booths of the State, the Union Minister said. After its excellent performance in the last panchayat elections, the saffron party has been trying to keep the momentum going. During the second week of April, the party held its national executive meeting here sending a message that it was serious about challenging the ruling Biju Janata Dal in its stronghold. Chief Ministers of BJPruled States and Union Ministers will be visiting different districts of Odisha as part of the nation-wide ‘Modi Fest’ to mark the party’s third anniversary at the Centre. Mr. Shah is scheduled to begin his three-day visit to Odisha from June 22. He will visit Ganjam and Jajpur besides Bhubaneswar. Party sources said Mr. Shah would interact with villagers as part of the ‘My booth, the strongest’ campaign’. Besides, he is expected to give pep talks to State leaders on their responsibilities to strengthen party’s base in their respective areas.
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IN BRIEF



Gujarat tourists give Kashmir a miss Operators blame it on ‘negative campaign’ by right wing groups on social media and unrest



Manufactured by inmates in prisons



Peerzada Ashiq Srinagar



Yogi pulls up DMs over redress of grievances LUCKNOW



Taking note of poor disposal of public grievances, UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday sought clarification from 10 District Magistrates, including the one in the State capital. The CM had recently reviewed the state of public grievances disposal in the districts. He found that Lucknow, Hardoi, Gautam Buddh Nagar, Kanpur, Gorakhpur, Allahabad, Sitapur, Agra, Jaunpur and Kheri had performed poorly in disposal of public grievances. PTI



Rock-like object falls from sky JAIPUR



A mysterious rock-like object, which appears to have fallen from the sky, in an open field near Bhankhrora area on the outskirts of the city caused panic among locals. The dark grey coloured object appears to be a meteorite and weighs around four kg. A few other pieces of the rock-like object were also found, police said. PTI



Three new judges of J&K High Court take oath SRINAGAR



Three newly appointed judges on Tuesday took oath of office here, raising the strength of judges in Jammu and Kashmir High Court to 12 against 17 available positions. Justice Sanjeev Kumar, Justice Maharaj Krishan Hanjura and Justice Sanjay Kumar Gupta were administered oath of office by Chief Justice of the HC Justice Badar Durrez Ahmad. PTI



Mughalsarai station to get a new name LUCKNOW



The Uttar Pradesh cabinet on Tuesday decided to name the Mughalsarai railway station after RSS ideologue Deen Dayal Upadhyay. The decision to rename the railway station was taken at a meeting of the State cabinet, chaired by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, here. PTI



Miscreants loot ₹12 lakh from two maize traders KATIHAR



Six armed miscreants looted ₹12 lakh from two maize traders at gun-point in Bihar’s Katihar district on Tuesday. Semapur police outpost in-charge Ajay Pandey said the incident took place when Pritam Choudhary and Chiranjivi Jaiswal were returning after withdrawing ₹18.50 lakh from a bank. They told the police that six miscreants riding three motorcycles intercepted them and took away a bag containing ₹12 lakh at gunpoint. PTI



CM YK



Footfall of tourists from Gujarat to the Kashmir Valley has fallen significantly this year. Tourism players in Kashmir blame “negative campaign” by right wing groups on the social media, besides the unrest, for the 85% slump in the sector. Despite the J&K Tourism department’s campaigns, travel marts and road shows in Rajkot, Ahmedabad, Surat and Vadodara in Gujarat earlier this year, big tour operators have “dropped Kashmir from the tourism itinerary” this year.



Bulk bookings “Normally Gujarat tour operators will offer bulk booking of hotel rooms for summer. This year it has come down to a trickle,” Farooq Kuthoo, secretary-general of the Travel Agents’ Association of Kashmir, told The Hindu. Mr. Kuthoo claimed that there was a negative campaign online against travelling to Kashmir. “Messages



Himachal jail inmates sell vermi-compost



Tourists taking shikara ride at the Dal Lake in Srinagar. like ‘avoid travelling to a place where Indian flags are burnt’ were being circulated on WhatsApp group. Who would dare to come now,” asked Mr. Kuthoo. Speaking to The Hindu from Ahmedabad over telephone, Rimmi Vaghela, student activist and frequent Kashmir traveller, confirmed the “negative campaign” online in Gujarat. “There is a concerted ef-



*



FILE PHOTO PTI



fort to shoo away Gujaratis from travelling to Kashmir this year online. Besides the social media, the vernacular press in Gujarat plays up the incidents of violence like never before,” said Ms. Vaghela, who was in Srinagar in March.



Disruptive forces Ghulam Rasool Sia, chairman, Houseboat Owners’ Association, said, “There is a



design to crush the Kashmir economy. However, our effort will continue to make tourists feel safe in Kashmir and help them have the best memories. The government needs to identify the disruptive forces, which may be working at the behest of operators of other destinations.” Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti holds the tourism portfolio. In 2002, her father



Mufti Muhammad Sayeed had sought then Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s intervention to battle the “negative campaign.” At least 11 tour, travel and hospitality bodies in Srinagar have sought the Information and Broadcasting Ministry’s intervention to curb the negative portrayal of Kashmir on a few New Delhibased channels. Director (Tourism) Mehmood Shah admitted that the tourist flow from Gujarat is low this year. “We are not getting expected numbers from Gujarat, Maharashtra and New Delhi. I am not privy to any online campaign but yes, there is a negative perception about the destination.” The department has decided to invite TV channels from outside Kashmir. “We had invited a group of journalists during curfews here in the past. We are again inviting journalists to see the ground reality visa-vis tourism in Kashmir,” said Mr. Shah. “Kashmir remains a safe destination.”



Staff Correspondent SHIMLA



The Directorate of Prisons and Correctional Services of Himachal Pradesh has launched a unique organic product called 'Kara VermiCompost' that can be used to enhance plant growth. What makes the product truly unique is that it is being manufactured by inmates in State jails. Launched on World Environment Day, the product comes in packs of one and five kilograms and is priced at ₹25 and ₹100 respectively, said an official spokesman, adding that the organic ma-



nure will be available in all 'pehal stores'. Vermi-compost is produced when various species of worms are used to make compose out of decomposing vegetable or food waste. This is not the first time that the State has allowed the inmates to engage in such activities. Jail inmates in Shimla have been running a Book Café at Ridge Maidan since April. The café, which also sells fresh bakery products made inside the jail, has become popular with locals and tourists.



Five booked for forgery Press Trust of India Hisar



Five persons, including two defence personnel, have been booked for allegedly obtaining more than one plot in residential sectors of HUDA by submitting forged documents.



According to the HUDA, on the directions of the Punjab and Haryana High Court last year, it scanned the records and detected various allottees who had obtained more than one plot from the reserve category.



Adding colour to young dreams Rajasthan govt to provide skill training Special Correspondent Jaipur



Colour Academy, started at the Industrial Training Institute (ITI) here, is guiding the youths in the painting profession in an attempt to tap the huge market for painters in Rajasthan. The State offers a perfect blend of heritage and modernity in planning and architecture. A leading manufacturer of paints has launched the academy offering vocational courses in painting as a first initiative to prepare professionals in the field. The academy’s work is also expected to help in restoration and uplifting of the State's rich culture and heritage. The State government’s Department of Skills, Employment and Entrepreneurship (SEE) has joined hands with Asian Paints to offer certificate courses and expertise to youths in the field at ITI in Jaipur. The youths will get exposed to new levels of training to understand both theoretical and practical aspects of the profession. State SEE Commissioner Krishna Kunal told The Hindu on Tuesday that the department had felt the need to provide skilled workforce in the painting sector in view of the industry's growth at a rapid pace which was not accom-



panied by the supply of adequate skilled talent.



Various aspects Mr. Kunal said the courses would cover various aspects of painter training, surface preparation, health and safety, undercoats application, elementary understanding of wood finishes, scaffolding and also behavioural modules to help the participants know more about the site behaviour. On the completion of basic courses, the youths can opt for training in intermediate courses such as interior designer finishes, basic wood finishes application, basic wall waterproofing, exterior designer finishes and wallpaper and decal application. He said the advanced courses pertained to mechanisation and head painter training, while the academy had paint laboratories for trainees to enable them to get hands-on experience of what they learn.



0 DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy themselves about the veracity of an advertisement before responding to any published in this newspaper. Kasturi & Sons Limited, the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s products and/or services. In no event can the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Employees of this newspaper/company be held responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever for any claims and/or damages for advertisements in this newspaper.



Fully equipped labs The academy’s paint technologist Vikas Yadav said the institution was fully equipped with labs and classrooms with the facilities for conducting both physical and digital sessions, in which the experts were imparting quality training to the youths.
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Pro-Khalistan slogans raised in Amritsar’s Golden Temple



IN BRIEF



Weather Watch



Church vandalised in Bengal



Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday



Press Trust of India Ranaghat (WB)



Two killed, 22 injured in Punjab road accident



Function held to mark the 33rd anniversary of Operation Bluestar



NAWANSHAHR



SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT



Two persons, including a child, died and at least 22 were injured when a private tourist bus collided with a gas tanker head-on near Kathgarh on Balachaur-Ropar Road on Tuesday. The accident occurred in the early hours when the bus was going to Chandigarh from Jalandhar and the tanker was on its way to Amritsar. - PTI



CHANDIGARH



Four children struck dead by lightning GIRIDIH



Four children were killed and two seriously injured when lightning struck them at Mundaro village in Giridih district of Jharkhand on Tuesday, police said. The children were playing cricket and had taken shelter under a tree as rain accompanied by thunderbolt struck the area, sub-divisional police officer



Indefinite blockade of NH-54 in Mizoram Aizawl A joint action committee (JAC) comprising NGOs and student bodies of Kolasib district on Tuesday started an indefinite blockade of NH-54, considered the lifeline of Mizoram. The JAC said it called the indefinite blockade as as the people of Kolasib district were protesting the transfer of a surgeon from the district hospital without a replacement. - PTI



Two women charred to death in power plant fire JAIPUR



Two women were charred to death and as many persons injured when a fire broke out in a power plant of Binani Cement Factory in Pindwara police station area of Sirohi district on Tuesday. Khetu Kumari (23) and Saria Bai (22) died on the spot whereas two other injured were rushed to a hospital in Udaipur. - PTI



Pro-Khalistan slogans were raised on Tuesday in Amritsar’s Golden Temple complex on the 33rd anniversary of Operation Bluestar, even as the function concluded peacefully amid tight security. Sikh hardliners led by radical leader and Shiromani Akali Dal (Amritsar) president Simranjit Singh Mann raised slogans of “Khalistan zindabad” soon after Akal Takht jathedar Giani Gurbachan Singh started his formal address. The jathedar, however, continued his speech and said, “The Sikh community will remember the unhealed wounds of Operation Bluestar.” Slogans were also raised against Giani Gurbachan Singh as many hardliners ob-



Unhealed wounds: Sikhs raising pro-Khalistan slogans inside the Golden Temple on Tuesday. PTI *



jected to the customary address by him amid allegations that he had hurt Sikh sentiments by pardoning Sirsa-based Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh. The Dera chief had invited public ire after he appeared in the attire of



Sikh guru Guru Gobind Singh during a religious congregation last year. The pardon was later withdrawn by the Akal Takht. The Army had stormed the complex of Sri Harmandir Sahib in Amritsar on June 6, 1984, to flush out ex-



tremists led by Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale. Kanwar Pal Singh, the spokesperson for Sikh radical group Dal Khalsa, said, “We boycotted Giani Gurbachan Singh’s address and staged a walkout. It’s disappointing that the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee [SGPC] overlooked the panth’s objection and anger against him, and failed to read the writing on the wall.” Dal Khalsa had also called for a shutdown in the city to commemorate the anniversary of Operation Bluestar. The spokesperson claimed the shutdown was successful and peaceful in the city due to support and cooperation by people of all religions. “Business and educational institutions remained closed,” he added.



A church here was vandalised and burgled in the early hours of Tuesday and a search has been launched for the culprits, the police said. The 127-year-old St Luke’s Church at Dayabari Mission Gate here was vandalised and burgled of old religious items and ₹3,000, the church authorities said. “The Holy Sacrament was torn to pieces by miscreants. Other religious items like the chalice and bronze candle stands were damaged and a few were taken away along with ₹3,000 in cash. The cash was taken away after breaking open a cupboard,” church priest Reverend Kishor Mondal said. “The stolen and damaged articles are very old. It is a blow for us,” he said. The damage was discovered in the morning by a church worker who came around 4.30 a.m.



Patnaik writes to PM for tribunal Language row: Gorkhas To resolve dispute with Chhattisgarh over Mahanadi waters Special Correspondent BHUBANESWAR



Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik on Tuesday wrote to Prime Minister Narendra Modi seeking immediate constitution of a tribunal to resolve the dispute between Odisha and Chhattisgarh over the Mahanadi waters. Mr. Patnaik also urged the Prime Minister to intervene by instructing the upstream State of Chhattisgarh to stop construction of barrages on the Mahanadi and to open the gates of Kalma and other barrages to maintain free flow of water downstream, “which is the rightful claim of my State of Odisha and its inhabitants”. The Chief Minister lamented that no step had been



Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik *



taken by the Centre for over six months, allowing Chhattisgarh to go ahead with disputed projects in the Mahanadi basin. The Odisha government had filed a complaint with the Centre on November 19 about disputed barrages in Chhattisgarh and had sought constitution of an inter-State tribunal to resolve the dispute, Mr. Pat-



naik pointed out. Stating that he had written to his Chhattisgarh counterpart Raman Singh on June 3 urging him to immediately open the gates of Kalma barrage and ensure free flow of water in the Mahanadi, Mr. Patnaik wrote that he had neither received an official response from Mr. Singh nor had the Chhattisgarh Chief Minister got the gates of barrage opened. In his letter to Mr. Singh, Mr. Patnaik had written that Kalma barrage was one of the six barrages unilaterally taken up by the Chhattisgarh government across the Mahanadi ‘without any reference or regard to downstream interests of Odisha and its inhabitants’.



seek written assurance Fresh protest erupts in Darjeeling Special Correspondent Kolkata



A large number of supporters of the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM) protested in Darjeeling on Tuesday, demanding a written assurance from the West Bengal government on not making Bengali compulsory in the hill schools. Led by GJM president Bimal Gurung, the protesters shouted slogans against Chief Minister Mamata Banerjeeand allegedly defaced posters with her images. The Trinamool Congress has lodged a complaint in this regard at Darjeeling’s Sadar police station.



EDUCATIONAL



Mr. Gurung threatened to quit the Gorkhaland Territorial Administration (GTA), a regional autonomous council administered by the GJM, if the government tried to “impose Bengali on the Nepali-speaking population in the hills”. Addressing a public rally at Darjeeling’s Mirik on Monday, Ms. Banerjee had said Bengali would be optional in the hill schools.



Three-language formula As part of a three-language formula, the State government is planning to make Bengali a compulsory subject in all schools across the State .



Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet



Forecast for Wednesday: Thunderstorm accompanied with squall/hail/gusty wind likely at isolated places over Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Delhi, east Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and Chhattisgarh. Heavy rain likely at isolated places over east Uttar Pradesh, coastal Andhra Pradesh, coastal Karnataka, Kerala and Andaman & Nicobar Islands city rain max min Agartala...............1.6.... 36.0.... 24.2 Ahmedabad............ —.... 41.2.... 29.4 Aizawl ................... —.... 30.7.... 12.9 Allahabad .............. —.... 35.3.... 30.4 Bengaluru .............. —.... 31.2.... 21.8 Bhopal.................2.8.... 37.1.... 23.0 Bhubaneswar .......8.8.... 35.9.... 25.6 Chandigarh ............ —.... 41.5.... 33.6 Chennai ...............2.2.... 40.1.... 29.5 Coimbatore..........1.2.... 31.7.... 23.5 Dehradun............... —.... 36.9.... 26.6 Gangtok................24.... 25.7.... 15.5 Goa .....................1.8.... 32.3.... 25.4 Guwahati ............... —.... 36.2.... 24.1 Hubballi................. —.... 30.0.... 23.0 Hyderabad .........20.8.... 38.0.... 23.4 Imphal................... —.... 32.6.... 21.3 Jaipur .................... —.... 41.2.... 31.0 Kochi.................44.8.... 31.4.... 24.6 Kohima................1.4.... 27.8.... 16.6 Kolkata.................. —.... 37.7.... 27.7



city rain max min Kozhikode ...........28.4.... 30.6.... 25.0 Kurnool ................... —.... 38.0.... 26.4 Lucknow.................. —.... 35.3.... 28.4 Madurai.................6.5.... 39.2.... 26.4 Mangaluru................5.... 31.4.... 23.5 Mumbai.................0.4.... 35.1.... 28.5 Mysuru..................0.8.... 30.7.... 20.4 New Delhi ............... —.... 43.0.... 34.2 Patna ...................... —.... 33.5.... 26.5 Port Blair ..........214.7.... 26.1.... 22.4 Puducherry.............. —.... 40.4.... 26.6 Pune ....................... —.... 35.1.... 24.3 Raipur ..................... —.... 37.1.... 26.7 Ranchi.................39.8.... 36.0.... 25.6 Shillong.................2.8.... 26.2.... 15.9 Shimla..................... —.... 28.3.... 20.9 Srinagar ................0.3.... 24.8.... 14.1 Trivandrum ...........4.5.... 31.3.... 24.7 Tiruchi ..................0.1.... 39.5.... 28.0 Vijayawada ..........70.4.... 39.0.... 25.6 Visakhapatnam ..........1.... 29.0.... 25.8



Particulate matter in the air you are breathing CITIES



Yesterday



SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE



Ahmedabad......... ....— .....— ...—........— .......—.......— Bengaluru ........... ....9....50..55........— .....50 ......* Chennai .............. ....5....34..45.... 132 .......— ......* Delhi................... ..14..110..76.... 173 ...279 ......* Hyderabad .......... ..55....26..14...... 61 .....75 ......* Kolkata ............... ..17....30..24........— .....58 ......* Lucknow ............. ....7......4..47.... 156 .......— ......* Mumbai .............. ..12....31..28...... 46 .....77 ......* Pune ................... ..12....26..71...... 39 .....43 ......* Vishakhapatnam.. ..19....44..43...... 72 .....85 ......*



In observation made at 4.00 p.m., Mandi Gobindgarh, Punjab, recorded an overall air quality index (AQI) score of 463 indicating an unhealthy level of pollution. In contrast, Haldia, West Bengal recorded a healthy AQI score of 37



Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues and monuments. NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease (Individual pollutant data for various cities are averages for the previous day)



EDUCATIONAL



PUBLIC NOTICE



EDUCATIONAL



PERSONAL CHANGE OF NAME I, Shivang S/O Dinesh Singh Rawat born on 30/09/1997 residing at H.No.−58, Harsaon Enclave, Ghaziabad, have changed my name to Shivang Rawat vide affidavit dated 30/ 05/2017 at District Court Ghaziabad



CM YK



M ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



Child-friendly HIV drug gets govt. nod



26 MLAs openly ‘back’ Dhinakaran On Monday, T.N. Minister Jayakumar had asked him to keep of party, govt. afairs T. Ramakrishnan Chennai



Anupam Kher to play Manmohan in movie



CDSCO has registered the oral pellet form for easy use



MUMBAI



Special Correspondent



Veteran actor Anupam Kher is set to play Manmohan Singh in a movie based on the book “The Accidental Prime Minister,” written by the former Prime Minister’s media adviser Sanjaya Baru. The 62-year-old actor said he is essaying the role of Dr. Singh in the film to be directed by debutante Vijay Ratnakar Gutte. PTI



New Delhi



Kerala may axe cinema tax with GST rollout THIRUVANANTHAPURAM



The Kerala government will do away with entertainment tax for cinema once the Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime comes into force. The decision was announced at a meeting Finance Minister T.M. Thomas Isaac had with representatives of the film fraternity here on Tuesday.



The Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO) has registered the child-friendly HIV drug in oral pellet form, ending months of uncertainty for the HIV community. This has opened up crucial supplies from Cipla Pharmaceuticals, a market leader in the HIV segment, to the National AIDS Control Programme (NACO), which had been struggling to source quality assured paediatric formulations of the drug. India ran out of Lopinavir syrup, a child-friendly HIV drug, in March after Cipla — the sole manufacturer of the drug — stopped production consequent to non-payment by the Health Ministry. The drug’s adult version has to be swallowed whole and



lack of < > The child-friendly drugs is a major reasons for the treatment gap between adults and children Suman Rijal Head, Drugs for Neglected Diseases India



thus cannot be administered to infants and young children. In March, over 600 children had written a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, asking for a quick resolution to the matter. On May 25, an expert committee of the CDSCO had permitted the child-friendly and heat-stable pellet formulation of the HIV drug lopinavir/ritonavir (LPV/r) to be registered. The pellets, which come in capsules and are dosed by



weight, can be sprinkled (but not stirred or crushed) over a small amount of soft food. For infants — who must be able to swallow them — the pellets can be added to a spoonful of breast milk or put on the infant’s tongue. “The lack of child-friendly HIV formulations is one of the major reasons why there is such a large treatment gap between adults and children, and is also why we consider paediatric HIV to be a ‘neglected disease’,” said Dr. Suman Rijal, Head, Drugs for Neglected Diseases (DNDi) India. “The registration of the pellets is a positive sign as the needs of children are being addressed. Children are some of the most vulnerable HIV patients, and we cannot forget their special R&D needs,” Dr. Rijal added.



The ruling AIADMK (Amma) in Tamil Nadu, which has a wafer thin majority of five members in the House, witnessed signs of internal turmoil with around 26 MLAs reportedly expressing solidarity with party deputy general secretary and jailed leader V.K. Sasikala’s nephew T.T.V. Dhinakaran in the past two days. There is, however, no immediate threat to the government as Mr. Dhinakaran is in no hurry to rock the boat. The development came a day after Finance Minister D. Jayakumar, who chaired a meeting of 20 Ministers and some senior party functionaries, reiterated to Mr. Dhinakaran that he should keep off the affairs of the party and the government as agreed in April. The meeting of the Ministers on Monday was held with the consent of Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami.



AIADMK MLAs leaving after a meeting with T.T.V. Dhinakaran at his residence in Chennai. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



On Tuesday, even as Mr. Dhinakaran was meeting his supporters, Mr. Palaniswami held discussions with MLAs from nine northern districts at the Secretariat, ostensibly to consolidate his position. Throughout the day, Mr. Dhinakaran’s residence in Adyar here was full of activity with his supporters coming one after the other to express their solidarity with him. Andipatti legislator Thangatamilselvan claimed



that 26 MLAs, five district secretaries and four Members of Parliament are backing the deputy general secretary. “There is no great design behind the legislators meeting Mr. Dhinakaran. It is all due to the observations of Mr. Jayakumar that the MLAs have chosen to meet the deputy general secretary and convey their support,” he says. If Mr. Thangatamilselvan’s claim were to be true, the number of MLAs supporting



Mr. Palaniswami would go down to 96. The rebel AIADMK (Puratchi Thalaivi Amma), headed by former Chief Minister O. Panneerselvam, has the support of 12 MLAs. Perambur MLA and another prominent member of the pro-Dhinakaran group P. Vetrivel said, “Our intention is not to disturb the present regime. We do not view the government as that of Edappadi K. Palaniswami. It is the government of Amma’s [ Jayalalithaa] and Chinnamma [interim general secretary Sasikala].” He was, incidentally, one among those MLAs of Chennai who met the Chief Minister also on Tuesday afternoon. He expressed strong disapproval of the Finance Minister’s position. I.S. Inbadurai, Radhapuram MLA, who was present in Bengaluru when Mr. Dhinakaran called on Sasikala, said it would not be fair to seek the ouster of Mr Dhinakaran.



Illegal phone exchange case: Sainik School students paying staf pensions Marans get charge sheet copies Defence Ministry looks for solution to issue, which afects middle class entrants on full scholarship Accused to move application seeking discharge Staff Reporter Chennai



A special court for CBI cases here on Tuesday furnished copies of the charge sheet to former Union Telecom Minister Dayanidhi Maran, his elder brother and media baron Kalanithi Maran and five others in connection with a case filed against them in 2013 for allegedly setting up an illegal telephone exchange at the house of Mr. Dayanidhi. The 2,500-page charge sheet filed by the CBI was in six volumes. After furnishing the copies to the seven accused, when the XIII Additional Judge for CBI cases S. Jawahar was about to adjourn the



Kalanithi Maran and Dayanidhi Maran.



case for framing charges against the accused, counsel representing the Maran brothers submitted that they would like to move an application seeking to discharge them from the case and sought a suitable adjournment. Considering their request, the judge adjourned the plea



to July 28. On July 23, 2013, the CBI had registered a case against Mr. Dayanidhi, the then Chief General Managers of BSNL, the then Additional Private Secretary to Mr. Dayanidhi, and officials of Sun Network under the provisions of the Indian Penal Code and the Prevention of Corruption Act. The CBI alleged that a number of highend telecommunication facilities were installed at the residence of Mr. Dayanidhi (when he was the Telecom Minister), illegally under the service category. Bills were not raised for these lines during the period 2004 to 2007, causing a financial loss to the exchequer.



Josy Joseph NEW DELHI



Should a school student who has gained admission on full scholarship, after a national-level entrance examination, be forced to pay for the pensions and salary of his school staff? This is the question that the authorities who run the Sainik Schools are struggling to address. According to the estimates with the government, total expenditure on a Sainik School student is a minimum of ₹62,000 per year. Even in the case of students on a full scholarship, (excluding those from SC/ST and OBC communities), the parents now pay from their own pockets anywhere between ₹18,000 and ₹40,000 per annum. A part



Stif demand: A passing out parade at a Sainik School in Tamil Nadu. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



of this caters to the salary and pension of school employees, officials say. For example, a student currently enrolled in Sainik School, Amaravathinagar in Tamil Nadu, is required to contribute to the pension of all the staff who worked in the school since it was founded in 1962. “Even if the stu-



dent is the child of a poor Army havildar, he has to pay a few thousand rupees every month in spite of the scholarships and financial support from both the State and the Centre,” a source pointed out. “As a result, ordinary soldiers and lower middle-class families, whose children



might be the most motivated to become military officers, can no longer afford to send their kids to Sainik Schools. These have instead become affordable public schools for middle and upper middle class families, for whom a military career is almost never the first option” he explained. The Ministry of Defence (MoD) last week held a highlevel consultation to find a solution to the issue, which has begun to affect the way the Indian armed forces gets its officers and is now causing regional imbalances in the officer cadre. Annually, a few thousand students secure admission to the Sainik Schools through a national entrance examination. The schools were meant to remove regional and class



imbalances among Indian military officers. On an average, every year 300 Sainik School students became military officers. “It is about 1012% of the total number of students passing out from these schools. In the past, at the best of times, anywhere between 40-50% of the Sainik School students used to end up joining the military,” one of the sources said.



Legal tangle The problem has its genesis in a 1988 Supreme Court order which directed that all Sainik School staff be given salaries and pension at par with Central government employees. However, instead of the state taking on the responsibility, the burden was passed on to students, officials said.



SC reserves order on postgraduate quota for in-house students Aligarh Muslim University, Banaras Hindu University had opposed Allahabad HC order setting aside 50% reservation Legal Correspondent NEW DELHI



The Supreme Court on Tuesday reserved its order on a Allahabad High Court decision setting aside 50% reservation for in-house students for admissions to postgraduate courses in Banaras Hindu University (BHU) and Aligarh Muslim University (AMU). A Vacation Bench of



Justices Ashok Bhushan and Deepak Gupta heard submissions made by Additional Solicitor General Maninder Singh, for BHU, to stay the May 29 High Court order. Mr. Singh submitted that the prevalent PG admission policy cannot be reversed by opening up the 50% reserved seats for candidates selected through NEET.



He submitted that the High Court passed the orders without even considering the point that the admission regulations of the Medical Council of India of March 10 were not under challenge.



Supreme Court decision Mr. Singh argued that the High Court changed the reservation policy of two



Ace Parliamentarian Era Sezhiyan dead A man of integrity and outstanding intellect, he shunned publicity and positions B. Kolappan CHENNAI



Veteran Parliamentarian Era Sezhiyan, highly regarded as a Constitutionalist who recommended the abolition of the Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS), died in Vellore on Tuesday. He was 95. He was living for some years in the Vellore Institute of Technology (VIT) run by G. Viswanathan, his close associate since his DMK days. Sezhiyan also republished the report of the Shah Commission constituted to go into various kinds of excesses committed during the Emergency under the title ‘Shah Commission Report Lost and Regained’. He was the younger brother of late Navalar V.R. Nedunchezhian and both of them were the founding members of the DMK. He jointly edited the magazine Manram with his brother. Though Nedunchezhian later joined the AIADMK launched by MGR, Sezhian chose to involve himself in the Janata Party as he was attracted by Jayaprakash Narayan’s political ideals. He also functioned as the president of the Janata party’s Tamil Nadu unit. “He did not share his brother’s views and stayed away from the Makkal DMK founded by the latter at one CM YK



Era Sezhiyan



point. He also did not take the AIADMK seriously. When I requested him to become the presidium chairman of the MDMK launched by Mr. Vaiko. he politely turned down the offer,” said K. Thirunavukkarasu, historian of the Dravidian movement.



Close to ‘Anna’ Born R. Srinivasan, he changed his name to Sezhiyan on the lines of Dravidian leaders who opted for Tamil names instead of Sanskritised names. He studied in Annamalai University and was very close to DMK founder C.N. Annadurai and DMK leader M. Karunanidhi. In his autobiography Nenjukku Neethi, Mr. Karunanidhi has recalled that both Nedunchezhian and Sezhiyan walked all the way from their village Vadakandam to attend his marriage. “He wrote in Anna’s Dravida Nadu magazine in



1937 itself. Anna used to say when everyone seeks his advice on family and political matters, he would look up to Sezhiyan’s counsel,” said Mr. Thirunavukkarasu. He represented the DMK in the Lok Sabha between 1962 and 1977 and the Janata Party in the Rajya Sabha between 1978 and 1984. As Chairman of Public Accounts Committee (1971-73), he presented a record number of 96 Reports to Parliament. He lost to Congress candidate and actress Vaijayanthimala in South Madras constituency in the 1984 Lok Sabha polls. “It was Sezhiyan and Murasoli Maran who prepared a report on the recommendations of Justice Rajamannar on Centre-State relationships,” recalled Mr. Thirunavukkarasu. Parliament Gallery published by The Hindu in 1964 described him as a brilliant student of mathematics with statistics as special subject who topped the list in the University examinations. He also held a diploma in French. “As is expected of him by his party, he is at his best whenever the official language question comes up before the House. His 20minute speech on this subject was punctuated by as many as 25 interruptions, apart from steady hecklings



by protagonists of Hindi. With patience and perseverance, he hunts for government circulars and instructions to support his questions aimed at proving that there is a subtle imposition of Hindi on non-Hindi speaking states,” The Hindu had reported. His speeches in Parliament were published as a book, Parliament for the People. “Delhi is known to be the graveyard of many empires. Let not… one more graveyard be dug here by this measure,” he said during a debate on the anti-secession Bill. When a Congress member said, “Many empires in the South also have gone to the grave,” Mr. Sezhiyan retorted, “Any empire not representing the people is bound to go that way.” He shunned publicity and positions. “He refused the offer made by the then Union Finance Minister H.M. Patil to become the chairman of the Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) in 1978. He also turned down the offers of Governor’s post offered during the National Front government led by V.P. Singh,” said Mr. Thirunavukkarasu. His last association with a political party was Lok Shakthi founded by Ramakrishna Hegde.



central universities merely on the basis of a writ petition. Referring to the Supreme Court’s own decision in the 2003 Saurabh Chaudhary case setting down guidelines for PG admissions, the law officer contended that only 50% are to be filled by the all India quota. Citing AIIMS and PGI,



Chandigarh as examples, Mr. Singh said institutional preferences play an important part in admissions.



Admissions on Senior advocate Salman Khurshid, for AMU, submitted that admissions to 149 of 195 seats were already complete. The Supreme Court said it would pass orders on Wednesday.



Ujjwal Nikam’s cellphones stolen on train Press Trust of India Mumbai



At least two mobile phones of noted criminal lawyer Ujjwal Nikam, who enjoys Z plus security cover, were stolen by an unidentified person while he was travelling to Jalgaon from Mumbai in a train, police said on Tuesday. The incident took place during the intervening night of June 2 and 3 when Mr. Nikam was travelling in A1 AC three-tier coach of Dadar-Amritsar Pathankot Express, Superintendent of Raliway Police Amogh Gaonkar told PTI. According to police, Mr. Nikam was accompanied by a personal security guard armed with an AK-47 and four constables, two each at the entry and exit of the coach. Mr. Nikam enjoys Z plus security since 2009 when he first represented the State in the 26/11 terror case, police said. According to an official, Mr. Nikam had left for his home town Jalgaon and had kept his cellphones under his pillow during the journey. When he woke up around 5 a.m., he found the cellphones missing. Some suspects had been rounded up and further probe was on, the official said. M ND-ND
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Expensive, hazardous and inequitable The government’s recent approval to ten new nuclear reactors deserves to be carefully appraised



T



he Indian Space Research Organisation has crossed a signiicant milestone with the successful developmental light of the country’s heaviest Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle, the GSLV Mark-III. This is the irst time a satellite weighing over 3.1 tonnes has been launched from India to reach the geostationary orbit about 36,000 km from Earth. The Mk-III can launch satellites weighing up to four tonnes, which almost doubles India’s current launch capacity. With communication satellites becoming heavier (up to six tonnes), the capability for larger payloads is vital. This can be done by switching over to electric propulsion for orbit rising and to keep the satellite in the right position and orientation in the orbit through its lifetime (that is, station keeping). The switch-over would reduce the weight of the vehicle as it can do away with nearly two tonnes of propellants and carry heavier satellites. Towards this end, ISRO has started testing electric propulsion in a small way; the South Asia Satellite (GSAT-9) that was launched last month used electric propulsion for station keeping. On Monday, an indigenously developed lithium-ion battery was used for the irst time to power the satellite. Another key achievement is the use of an indigenously developed cryogenic stage, which uses liquid oxygen and liquid hydrogen; the 2010 GSLV launch using an indigenous cryogenic stage ended in failure. It can now be said without hesitation that India belongs to the elite club of countries that have mastered cryogenic technology. In the December 2014 experimental light of the GSLV Mk-III, a passive cryogenic stage was used. Though the cryogenic stage was not meant to be ignited, the launch provided invaluable data on aerodynamic behaviour of the vehicle. The Mark-III will be operational with the success of one more developmental light, which is set to take place within a year. This will make India self-reliant in launching heavier satellites, bringing down costs substantially. Till now, heavier communication satellites have been launched on Europe’s Ariane rockets; in fact, ISRO will soon be using Ariane rockets to launch two of its heavier satellites. But as has been the case with lighter satellites, it is likely that other countries will soon turn to ISRO for the launch of heavier satellites at a lower cost. With fewer propulsion stages and, therefore, control systems, the Mk-III is far more reliable than the GSLV and the PSLV. Combined with its ability to carry eight to 10 tonnes into a low Earth orbit, the MkIII can be considered for human-rating certiication (to transport humans) once some design changes are made. Compared with the two-member crew capacity of the GSLV, the Mk-III can carry three astronauts and have more space to carry out experiments. The next developmental light, therefore, will be crucial.



Theresa may not? The Prime Minister may have erred in turning the election into a presidential-style contest



U



nder the looming shadow of exit negotiations with the European Union, British Prime Minister Theresa May had good reason to call a snap general election on June 8. By putting her faith in the hands of the voters, she sought a strong, unequivocal mandate to take the ight to Brussels. In April, opinion polls suggested that she might even match the majorities of former Prime Ministers Margaret Thatcher and Tony Blair, of 144 in 1983 and 179 in 1997, respectively, in the 650-seat House of Commons. Yet that dream appears to be crumbling as the race has gradually tightened, with multiple terror incidents, including the Manchester bombing and the London Bridge attack, further muddying her prospects. The initial 20-plus points lead held by the Tories when the election was announced in April has withered into a mere ive points, according to an Ipsos MORI poll. A YouGov poll, an outlier, projected the Tories losing 20 seats — Ms. May’s outgoing government enjoyed a 17-seat working majority. Other models, however, show her winning a sizeable majority, in some cases by as much as 142 seats. These variations in poll projections must, however, be considered alongside the recent setbacks endured by the U.K. polling industry, which in some measure failed to read the tea leaves correctly for the 2015 general election and the 2016 Brexit referendum. Nonetheless, the state of national politics may ofer the Conservative leadership fewer reasons to feel sanguine. Prime Minister May miscalculated in framing the race as a presidential-style contest against Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn. This not only opened the window of opportunity to him to stage a comeback, but also brought a host of domestic policy issues on to the table for voters to dissect and criticise. Indeed, according to some polls Mr. Corbyn is only a few points shy of Ms. May’s net favourability rating, and has gained even more traction by critiquing her government’s cut of 20,000 police oicers at a time when the U.K. has been vulnerable to the sort of terror attacks witnessed in recent weeks. Similarly, Ms. May’s campaign has taken a beating from the awkward backtrack on what has been dubbed the “dementia tax”, a proposal whereby care for an elderly person would be paid for by the sale of his or her house after death, depriving the heirs. Other austerity policies proposed by Conservatives, including a controversial plan to end universal free school lunches for children, have sent the jitters among some sections of voters. The lesson from this pre-election turbulence in support for the Tories is that even if they succeed in retaining or increasing their parliamentary majority, it would be unwise to take their opposition for granted, or be overly optimistic in assuming that the European Union would soften its negotiating stance owing to the internal politics of the U.K. CM YK



suvrat raju & m.v. ramana y all accounts, nuclear power has had a bad year. In March, Westinghouse, the largest historic builder of nuclear power plants in the world, declared bankruptcy, creating a major inancial crisis for its parent company, Toshiba. The French nuclear supplier, Areva, went bankrupt a few months earlier and is now in the midst of a restructuring that will cost French taxpayers about €10 billion. Its reactor business is being taken over by a clutch of companies, including the public sector Électricité de France, which is itself in poor inancial health. In May, the U.S. Energy Information Administration announced that it expects the share of nuclear electricity in the U.S. to decline from about 20% in 2016 to 11% by 2050. The newly elected Presidents of Korea and France have both promised to cut the share of nuclear energy in their countries. And the Swiss just voted to phase out nuclear power. Both Areva and Westinghouse had entered into agreements with the Indian government to develop nuclear plants. Areva had promised to build the world’s largest nuclear complex at Jaitapur (Maharashtra), while last June, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and U.S. President Barack Obama announced, with great fanfare, that Westinghouse would build six reactors at Kovvada (Andhra Pradesh). The collapse of these companies vindicates critics of these deals, who consistently pointed out that India’s agreements with Areva and Westinghouse were iscally irresponsible. If these projects had gone ahead, Indian taxpayers would have been left holding the bag — billions of dollars of debt, and incomplete projects. This narrow escape calls not only for a hard



B



suggested by the government’s press release on its decision, and using the pattern of expenditure seen at Rawatbhata and Kakrapar, a rough estimate suggests that the cost of electricity during the irst year of operations at these reactors is likely to be around ₹6 per unit at current prices. The Central Electricity Regulatory Commission’s published tarifs show that almost all currently operating Indian coal, natural gas and hydroelectric power plants produce cheaper electricity. Even prices for solar power have dropped below those of nuclear power. For example, the winning bid at the auction for the Bhadla Phase-IV Solar Park in Rajasthan held last month was ₹2.44 per unit, which is ixed for 25 years. This is not an isolated example, but part of a trend of falling prices in the renewable sector. In fact, the government’s tarif model makes nuclear power appear more competitive than it really is. The capital invested in any plant yields no returns while the plant is being constructed. At the end of construction, the government ixes a tarif by calculating a rate of return on the nominal amount of capital invested, disregarding the value this amount could have accumulated during this idle time. As a result, the efective rate of return on equity invested in nuclear energy is signiicantly lower than the rate of return provided by other sources of electricity that have shorter gestation periods. Nuclear power would be even less economically attractive if a meth-



look at the credibility of those members of the nuclear establishment who advocated these deals for a decade, but for a comprehensive re-evaluation of the role of nuclear power in the country’s energy mix. Therefore, the government’s recent decision to approve the construction of ten 700 MW Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors (PHWRs) deserves to be scrutinised carefully. Strictly speaking, there is little that is new in this decision. A list of all the sites where the PHWRs are to be constructed had already been provided to Parliament by the United Progressive Alliance government in 2012. But delays with the irst 700 MW PHWRs already under construction, the changed international scenario for nuclear energy, and the ongoing reductions in the cost of renewable energy all imply that these earlier plans are best abandoned.



It doesn’t come cheap First, although the 700 MW PHWRs are cheaper than imported reactors, their electricity is likely to be costly. These reactors are commercially untested, since the largest PHWRs constructed so far in India are the 540 MW twin units at Tarapur. There are two 700 MW PHWRs under construction at Rawatbhata (Rajasthan) and Kakrapar (Gujarat), but these have been delayed by over two years, and the government has not revealed the resultant cost increases. Nevertheless, assuming a capital cost of ₹10 crore per megawatt,



Bad it for climate change The government also argued that these reactors would bolster “global eforts to combat climate change”. While climate change is indeed a grave problem, it is not the only environmental problem confronting us. Nuclear power poses its own set of threats to the environment and public health, and is therefore an inappropriate tool to mitigate climate change. All nuclear reactors produce radioactive waste materials because each ission event involving nuclei of uranium or plutonium gives rise to radioactive elements called ission products. Some of these remain radioactive for hundreds of thousands of years. Despite decades of research, nuclear waste remains an unavoidable long-term problem for the environment. Nuclear reactors are also capable of catastrophic accidents, as witnessed in Fukushima and Chernobyl. A single nuclear dis-



aster can contaminate large tracts of land with radioactive materials, rendering these areas uninhabitable for decades. More than 30 years after the accident at Chernobyl, about 650,000 acres are still excluded from inhabitation.



The people’s concerns Local communities are keenly aware of the hazardous nature of nuclear power. Since the 1980s, every new site chosen for a nuclear plant has been greeted with a protest movement. Sometimes, these movements have succeeded in forcing the cancellation of plans, including at two sites in Kerala and one site in West Bengal. More recently, the plan to establish a plant near Patiala seems to have been dropped. Other communities have been less lucky. In some proposed sites, such as Fatehabad (Haryana), the government has succeeded in using inancial incentives to counter opposition to nuclear construction, in essence exploiting the economic vulnerability of the local population. But protests continue at other sites, such as Chutka (Madhya Pradesh). The sad irony in Chutka is that some of the afected people were previously displaced by the Bargi dam, and are now being asked to move a second time. Their plight typiies the social dynamics associated with nuclear power. The risks and costs are borne overwhelmingly by poor rural communities, who consume only a tiny fraction of the electricity that is generated. The government claims that its recent decision displays “India’s commitment to sustainable development”. But does the path to sustainable development run through a source of electricity that is expensive, hazardous and antithetical to equity? Suvrat Raju and M.V. Ramana are physicists associated with the Coalition for Nuclear Disarmament and Peace, and currently based in Bengaluru and Princeton, respectively. The views expressed are personal



The art of the free trade agreement A European Court of Justice ruling will have bearing on India-EU pacts



prabhash ranjan



D



uring their recent meeting in Germany, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German Chancellor Angela Merkel agreed on the need to resume IndiaEuropean Union (EU) free trade agreement (FTA) talks. These negotiations, covering trade, investment protection and intellectual property, have remained deadlocked since 2013. The recent and hasty unilateral termination of bilateral investment treaties (BITs) by India with many EU member countries including Germany has complicated things further, leaving many European businesses worried about investment protection in India. As India prepares to resume FTA negotiations on all issues including investment protection, a recent landmark decision by the European Court of Justice (ECJ) — the highest court in the EU in matters of EU law — which has not attracted much attention assumes importance.



The ISDS mechanism The European Commission negotiated an FTA with Singapore from 2010 to 2013 covering a wide range of issues such as tarif reductions,



intellectual property and investment protection including the investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) mechanism. The ISDS provision in the EU-Singapore FTA gives investors a choice between bringing a dispute against a host state before the national court of the country where the investment has been made and submitting the dispute to international arbitration. The European Commission and the EU member states disagreed as to who had the competence to ratify the FTA. The ECJ decided that EU had the exclusive competence over almost all aspects of the FTA barring non-direct foreign investment — also known as portfolio investment — and the ISDS mechanism. In other words, for agreements containing non-direct foreign investment and/or ISDS provisions, EU member states enjoy mixed competence to approve such treaties. The court held that since the ISDS provision allowed the removal of the disputes from the jurisdiction of the courts of an EU member state, it could not be done without the consent of the member states. This decision will impact the EU’s ongoing FTA negotiations, including with India. As Anthea Roberts of the Australian National University has argued, to honour the ruling, the EU might consider diferent options. First, it could decide to jettison the ISDS clauses in all its future FTAs. In other words, it may negotiate FTAs where disputes between investors and states



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR



mayhem”, June 6). As the world has started moving to use natural gas, a much cleaner fuel than oil, Qatar has the potential to reap this opportunity. Other than Iran and Russia, Qatar is the only other country known to have signiicant reserves of natural gas. The rift is yet another instance of the U.S. meddling in the afairs of the Middle East in order to secure its fossil fuel supplies without getting its boots on the ground. Diplomatically for India, it is a case of wait andwatch. India’s reaction should be very cautious.



Vinod C. Dixit,



Amit Kumar Upadhyay,



Ahmedabad



New Delhi



Rounding on Qatar



■



It is clear that geoeconomics is at play in the rift between Qatar and Saudi Arabia and its allies (Editorial – “Diplomatic



would be resolved using the statestate dispute settlement (SSDS) mechanism. Given India’s protectionist stand on BITs and ISDS, as relected in the 2016 Model BIT, India might be happy with this outcome. However, it is unlikely that the EU would totally abandon the ISDS system. Its FTA-text with Singapore and also the recently signed EU-Canada FTA reveals the EU’s preference for ISDS. Though, one major change is that the EU, in its FTA with Canada, has moved away from arbitration to a bilateral investment court system to settle investor-state disputes. Under this system, both countries nominate a roster of 15 tribunal members for a ive-year period, and three members shall be randomly selected to serve on one tribunal. In addition to this, an appellate tribunal will be established to review tribunal decisions. Not just this, the EU is also keen to set up a multilateral investment court (MIC) with an appellate mechanism as relected in Article 8.29 of the EU-Canada FTA. Second, the EU could negotiate an FTA with ISDS provisions subject to the treaty being approved by all EU member states. However,



this option is not feasible because all EU member countries might not ratify such an FTA. Third, it could negotiate the main FTA without an ISDS provision but make ISDS provisions a subject matter of an optional protocol provided this is permitted under EU law. The optional protocol could theoretically bind the EU’s partner country and only those EU member countries that ratify it and thus give their consent to the removal of investor-state disputes from their jurisdiction.



Challenges for India Assuming the EU exercises the third option and tailors the ISDS optional protocol on the lines of the EU-Canada FTA, India will have to think about its ISDS negotiating strategy carefully on three fronts. First, will India accept allowing foreign investors to submit cases to international tribunals without irst resorting to domestic courts? The 2016 Indian Model BIT requires a foreign investor to litigate in national courts for at least ive years before approaching an international tribunal. Second, is India prepared to accept the proposal of setting up a MIC and submit to the jurisdiction of such a court? This would mean that all BIT disputes would be settled by the MIC and not through ad hoc arbitration as India currently proposes in its Model BIT. There is a lot of merit in developing an MIC because it will help ight the vices of current ISDS system based on ad hoc arbitra-



tion. The MIC system will bring in tenured-judges with expertise in international investment law (IIL) unlike the party-appointed arbitrators, many of whom are not experts in IIL; usher in transparency in the ISDS system; introduce an appellate mechanism to correct errors of law made by tribunals of irst instance, which is missing in the current ISDS system. Third, pending the creation of the MIC, will India accept the creation of a bilateral investment court system with tribunal members being appointed for a ive-year period and with an appellate mechanism? The method of dispute resolution in the Indian Model BIT is based on ad hoc arbitration through party-appointed arbitrators though the possibility of creating an appellate mechanism is recognised. India should use the ECJ decision to rethink the best way of approaching the ISDS, such as whether it should move forward with the option of negotiating for a MIC. As a democracy based on the rule of law, India should actively engage with the EU as part of its FTA negotiations, towards creating a robust and transparent international judicial system like the MIC that would protect foreign investment from state’s regulatory abuse. Prabhash Ranjan is an Assistant Professor of Law at South Asian University. The views expressed are personal
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The Indian Space Research Organisation is doing a commendable job and is slowly but surely proving that in terms of space technology, India is on a par with any other developed nation (“India successfully ires heaviest launch vehicle”, June 6). Its role in making India a costefective and reliable partner in heavy satellite launching cannot be ignored. It is fortunate that it is one organisation that has been allowed to be guided by foresight.



Launch by launch



GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK



ISRO lifts India into the elite group capable of putting heavier satellites into a precise orbit



GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK



In a new orbit



odology that consistently incorporates the time value of capital were to be used to establish tarifs. While announcing its decision, the government claimed that these plants would “generate more than 33,400 jobs in direct and indirect employment”. But this number ceases to be impressive when viewed in the context of the planned capital expenditure of ₹70,000 crore. The relevant factor in assessing the employment opportunities provided by a project is not just the total number of jobs produced but the ratio of the jobs produced to the capital invested. A widely cited study by three analysts from the University of California, Berkeley, found that nuclear power created only 0.14 job-years per gigawatt-hour of electricity produced. In contrast, solar photovoltaic sources were more than six times as labour intensive, creating about 0.87 job-years per gigawatt-hour of electricity. Since solar energy is cheaper, this comparison is even more unfavourable to nuclear power when viewed in terms of jobs created per rupee spent.



Leaving aside the rights and wrongs in the unprecedented decision, the move seems to have more to do with interfactional rivalries in the



Muslim world in the power struggle in West Asia than about isolating a nation aiding terrorism. India has wisely distanced itself from the stand-of. S. Vasudevan,



operationalise. Is the raid a result of refusing to act as the one of the government’s cheerleaders? The CBI’s action is an unmitigated attack on the independence of the media.



Chennai



S.K. Choudhury, Bengaluru



CBI raid It is perplexing that when the banking sector has been crippled by unpaid loans disbursed to industrialists over the years, and with no criminal cases being iled against them by the CBI, the agency should now hasten to act against a private and leading television channel. It is evident that the CBI continues to be a “caged parrot” even under the present dispensation and will remain so until it is brought under the Lok Pal, which the Modi government is intriguingly unwilling to



Three years in power Too much is being talked about in the article, “Accounting for three good years” ( June 5) but little has been achieved on the ground. True, there has been a slew of welfare measures aimed at improving the lives of poor people, but these wellintentioned schemes remain mired in corruption and faulty implementation. The forceful legitimisation of Aadhaar in almost everything and consequent reduction of leakages is not



supported by any study. There have been instances where people’s entitlements have been stopped for non-construction of toilets. There is also haste in declaring gram panchayats open defecation free without even examining the quality of construction of toilets built. In the case of drinking water, LPG cylinder supply and electriication in rural areas,



the focus is on achieving ixed targets without proper evaluation. Three years is a fairly good enough time to deliver on promises made but distress in the countryside, poor growth in manufacturing and lower job creation are all causes for concern. Kush Mehndiratta, New Delhi



more letters online: www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/



corrections & clarifications: One of the highlights in the front-page ( June 6, 2017) graphic ‘Fat boy’ in space - erroneously said GSLV Mk-III can launch commercial rockets as heavy as 4 tonnes. It should have been satellites. A sentence in “Accounting for three good years” (Oped page, June 5, 2017) read: “After the Prime Minister’s appeal 1.2 people have surrendered their LPG subsidy ... “ It should have been 1.2 crore people. It is the policy of The Hindu to correct signiicant errors as soon as possible. Please specify the edition (place of publication), date and page. The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300 (11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Friday); Fax: +91-44-28552963; E-mail:[email protected]; Mail: Readers’ Editor, The Hindu, Kasturi Buildings, 859 & 860 Anna Salai, Chennai 600 002, India. All communication must carry the full postal address and telephone number. No personal visits. The Terms of Reference for the Readers’ Editor are on www.thehindu.com M ND-ND
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THE WEDNESDAY INTERVIEW | DEEPAK PENTAL



‘What greater crisis do you want in our agriculture?’ The geneticist and former Delhi University V-C explains why India must shed its knee-jerk opposition to GM crops Deepak Pental is Professor of Genetics at the University of Delhi. A former vice-chancellor, he’s at the centre of a scientific storm over transgenic mustard, the first such food crop that’s been cleared by the Environment Ministry’s technical committee for release into the fields. Dr. Pental’s group has used two genes from soil bacterium (Bacillus amyloliquefaciens), called barnase and barstar, that make mustard, a self-pollinating plant, amenable to hybridisation. Hybrid plants are generally considered higher yielding than pure, native parental cultivars. Activists opposed to GM technology, however, allege that Dr. Pental’s claims on yield are inflated, and that along with barnase and barstar he employs another gene, called bar, that make the mustard herbicide-tolerant, locking farmers into certain brands of weedicides. In a wide-ranging conversation, Dr. Pental explained why such allegations are baseless and why GM technology is vital to the future of Indian agriculture. Excerpts:



You have been working on the genetic transformation of mustard for many years now and had already developed a way to make mustard hybrids without using foreign genes in 2002. Why have a new transgenic technology now?



That was DMH-1 (Dhara Mustard Hybrid-1), the only hybrid released by the Indian Council for Agricultural Research (ICAR) after extensive field trials. That employed a different technique, called cytoplasmic male sterility (CMS). It’s effective but largescale seed production isn’t possible in this system. It has problems with stability and cannot be used in many mustard lines. If we need hybrid seeds of high purity and improved production, we need a robust pollination control mechanism. A flower has male and female parts. [Mustard self pollinates] and so to make hybrids using different parental lines you need to first make the male plant sterile and in the other parent, you need to put something to restore it, so that the farmer gets fully-fertile seeds. The other aspect is how good the parental lines are. [The controversy over GM mustard] is that we are confusing the two. With the barnase-



barstar system (BB system) we can keep on making newer hybrids for traits such as disease resistance and productivity, but the system is basic. Without a good system you can’t have a good hybrid seed production. We started with the observation that combining Indian and East European hybrids are more productive.



■



But groups say that there are already mustard lines that outyield DMH-11? ■ Complete lies. Why don’t they give a graph? Publish a peer-reviewed paper? All work done in ICAR is recorded and reported, and if it’s good enough, published in peer-reviewed journals. The first trials of DMH-11 were done in 2010. That time Varuna (one of its parental lines) was the national check (a standard practice in India’s agriculture system whereby certain cultivars are designated regional benchmarks). Later on, a variety called Kranti was discovered to yield more, and became the national check. We had started with Varuna and so stuck with it. The suggestion to use Varuna came from the ICAR system itself. To get an understanding of a seed’s yield from independent trials you must compare their trends, or their year-on-year profile.



What we have to see is whether the hybrids are consistently yielding more than their parents. Like, for instance, is DMH-11 yielding more than Varuna? DMH-11 has the same male parent as DMH-1 (an East-European line called EH2). Only the female parent is different. DMH-11 uses transgenic technology, DMH-1 uses CMS, and for DMH-11 we used Varuna as the female. The fundamental insight is that you will get heterosis (or high-yielding hybrids) only if you cross an East European line with an Indian pure (cultivar) line. Indian-Indian crossings won’t have that effect irrespective of what technology you use. Are transgenic seed systems avoidable?



slow. I don’t see what the environmental problem is anyway. The mustard oil doesn’t contain any protein. The barnase and barstar genes don’t express in the seed, only the bar gene does, to some extent but it poses no threat. There are, naturally, 80,000 proteins in mustard. Some expressed in abnormal quantities may be toxic but we don’t need to go as far as that. There are recommended tests and we’ve done them. That should be the end of it. I do get the sense that higher political class is committed to research and innovation. So let’s see. V. SUDERSHAN



Jacob Koshy



My point is simple. What exactly bothers critics of genetic engineering? Is it because it appears unnatural? Is it because someone is paying you to campaign against it or, is it because you believe agriculture ought to be done the way it was before the 1900s? Before nitrogenous fertilisers all agriculture was organic. This mindset bothers me a lot because it’s misleading and irrational. Every country ought follow its own, rational path. Europe doesn’t need transgenics because they don’t want to increase their area for cultivation. They don’t want to export food. They don’t have 48% of their population dependent on farming. There is, for instance, no organic cultivation in Germany. Are any of their prescribed herbicidal chemicals any less toxic? They are not desperate but India has to be because our yields are stagnating, farm incomes are not growing and we are importing ₹65,000 crore worth of edible oil.



■



Why does your plant have a third gene ‘bar’ that’s known to promote



herbicide tolerance?



It’s not designed for that. That gene is required to mark out the seeds that have all the desired characteristics after the hybrid crosses are done. This is done at the lab level and doesn’t need to be sprayed by farmers in the field.



■



Do you think there is a false opposition between GM seeds and organic agriculture, given that the aims of both are to use minimal, chemical pesticide? ■ Absolutely. There’s a vested interest though I don’t know whose. Take DMH-11. It yields 25% more than the best varieties. If you want to grow it using organic practices, go ahead. There’s nothing inherently contradictory but then you must also evaluate the yields of plants grown this way. There are barely 0.6 million hectares of organic agriculture in the world. Europe might use fungicides for its own purposes but tells India, “Give us organic tea



are stagnant, < > Yields climate change will give you more insect attacks, and we are importing crores worth of edible oil. How will you go about doubling farmers’ income? and coffee. We’ll pay you a little more money.” But they wouldn’t themselves grow anything organic. In 2010, according to the Food and Agricultural Organisation, Germany had 11.8 million ha under crops, India had 165.5 million ha, though that may be a slight underestimate. Now look at the insecticide use: Germany [uses] about 1,243.79 tonnes and India about 20,000 tonnes. Fungicides: Germany 9,670 tonnes, India 13,000 tonnes. But Germany’s per-unit consumption of the latter dwarfs India’s. Can mindsets be easily changed? Many believe that Europe pays a premium for organic food



and Indian farmers would do well cultivating it?



And in the process starve our own children? Organic farming is flawed because it’s low-yielding and may not be a problem for us urban folk but will massively hurt our average farmer. If our government says no to technology, it will be a disastrous decision and history will not forgive us for it.



There’s another concern. That once GM mustard is cleared it will open the way for other GM seeds that are protected by patents of multinational seed companies. The Indian farmer will thus be beholden to MNCs.



■



GM Mustard is now in a similar situation to what Bt Brinjal was, about a decade ago. It’s been cleared by scientific groups but awaits a nod from the Environment Minister. Are you worried mustard may go the Bt Brinjal way? ■ I didn’t closely follow what was happening then. But the fact is that it was a good material and brinjal requires several toxic sprays. I believe it should’ve been taken through. However, every development has its own context, positives and negatives. In mustard, we’ve taken it



■ This is the most defeatist attitude one can have. These were the arguments during the Green Revolution, that we are opening the door to international fertiliser companies but we have subsequently built our own fertiliser companies. We have 102 agricultural institutes, 76 agricultural universities. Why have you created them? Shut them down, or recharge some of them and back the good horses. We have been able to do our mustard work because we were backed by the National Dairy Development Board and the Department of Biotechnology. This, in spite of being based in a liberal university. That shows you the possibilities. When people say that GM seeds could breed monopolies, what is your response? Fight them or keep your farmers stuck to low-yielding varieties and have them importing [oil]. Either way, your money is going to go… What greater



crisis do you want in our agriculture? Yields are stagnant, climate change will give you more insect attacks, and we are importing crores worth of edible oil. How will you go about doubling farmers’ income? And all we talk about is GM, GM, GM. Why do you think transgenic technology evokes such apprehension?



There is certainly a fear. We understand technology as long as it deals with objects of pleasure such as cellphones and cars. We understand health tech but don’t always understand the extent of scientific work underlying it. However, the knowledge of how the world feeds itself is, somehow, extremely limited. Else these paranoid questions wouldn’t be asked. Just as people have health problems, crops have diseases and manipulating genes is necessary to address them.



■



You say that your BB system is a platform technology and not, on its own, responsible for increasing yields. How do you explain that to farmers?



These mustard plants we have made will spread in no time. Farmers don’t care about underlying technology, and historically it’s seen that hybrids have always done well. I don’t see this as being any different. However, it will do best in ecologies where it has been tested. There may be differences in output in Rajasthan and Bihar. There is no question of blindly promoting DMH-11 all over the country. Right now we hope to release it in parts of Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan. We are sure it will do very well in these climates.



■



Full interview on www.thehindu.com
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Her career matters



FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 7, 1967



U.A.R. closes Suez Canal



The sustainability sector has many able women but few women leaders



The United Arab Republic to-day [ June 6] declared the Suez Canal closed to all navigation because of alleged Israeli attacks against ships in the vital waterway. A communiqué issued by the United Arab Republic’s Supreme Command said: “Because of the intervention by the American and British Governments in Israeli military aggression and the air protection they provide for Israel from aircraft carriers it has become necessary to halt officially navigation in the Suez Canal.” The announcement over Cairo Radio said there was also the danger that a ship might be attacked in the canal and thus block the waterway. All ships presently in the canal were ordered to leave it immediately, the announcement said. The Radio did not identify the ships which it said had come under Israeli fire.



Lekha Sridhar Kanika Chawla GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO



As someone working in the sustainability sector in India, it is par for the course to be the lone woman at a round-table or a panel and sometimes, at an entire event. The percentage of women working at climate and energy policy think tanks is 36% at the employee-level, 33% at the leadership level and 21% at the board of trustees level. Those numbers don’t look so bad, do they? That was our irst reaction too. Never mind the fact that more than 50% of the graduates from sustainability and climate-related degrees in India are women. Never mind the fact that 40% of all science graduates and 37% of all science PhD candidates are women. They make up only 16% of employees at government-run scientiic research organisations and only one out of the 39 directors at Council of Scientiic and Industrial Research laboratories. These numbers exemplify two major issues plaguing the country — insuicient number of women being promoted to managerial positions and women permanently leaving the workforce. These two issues are not unrelated: women are often passed up for promotions due to perceived familial duties and may quit the workforce when their careers are not progressing. Equally, women often quit the workforce due to social pressures and insuicient support mechanisms and therefore, there are fewer women left vying for leadership positions. In the last two decades, female workforce participation in the country has declined by 11%. The ones who remain face signiicant barriers. They are likelier to rate themselves lower on performance appraisals, are less likely to volunteer to lead projects and have to work much harder to ‘prove’ their worth. Obviously, these problems are not restricted to the sustainability sector alone but we believe that it is important for organisations in this sector to have this conversation. We are in the business of thinking about social justice across income groups, genders and geographies. We emphasise the importance of data collection and research to forward these goals. Yet, most organisations have failed to turn a critical eye upon themselves. High attrition is put down to the woman employee’s individual circumstances rather than systemic issues. Failure in getting promotions to leadership positions is explained away as ‘lack of credentials’. There is much that organisations can do to change the status quo — taking airmative action like including gender equity as a key performance indicator; discouraging interruption during meetings; and adopting a more holistic, transparent approach to promotion criteria. Organisations also need to put in place gender-diverse policies that support men who have family commitments or wish to work from home. We believe that women should not be better represented in the sector only because of perceived gains like them ‘bringing in a diferent or diverse point of view’. Women are half the population and that is the only reason necessary for us to be dissatisied with a mere 36% of the sectoral workforce being female. No woman in this sector should have to leave due to reasons other than her own choice and least of all, due to institutional hurdles. Lekha Sridhar is programme associate and Kanika Chawla is senior programme lead at the Council on Energy, Environment, and Water
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Bengal jails: Administration report.
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Rule of 72



A irst pilgrimage



Finance A mathematical rule used as a short-cut to calculate the approximate number of years it would take for an investment, assuming it yields a certain rate of annual return, to double in size. The number of years can be calculated by dividing 72 by the annual rate of return on the investment. For example, if an investment earns a return of 6% annually, it would take a total of 12 years for it to double. While the rule might require minor changes for higher rates of return, it can still serve as a useful rule of thumb.
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10 new upgrades at Apple’s WWDC17 that you probably missed http://bit.ly/ApplesWWDC17



At Cannes, cinema can be at its most blinding and starry but still wedded to reality Namrata Joshi



For a film journalist, Festival de Cannes is nothing short of a ‘Kumbh mela for cinema’ — colourful, bustling and a must-visit occasion. It can also get chaotic and overwhelming, particularly when you are on your first pilgrimage. I woke up to it late this year and had almost given up on travelling after seeing the 10-day package rates of some of the hotels adding up to the cost of an MIG flat in Delhi. Even hostels as far as Nice and Antibes can set you back by a month’s rent of a 3BHK flat in south Bombay, what with prices shooting up by 500% in the film season. Cannes, however, makes you believe in your own luck and in the power of social media. I managed to sneak into a shared apartment on the strength of a Facebook post. If there’s another thing Cannes teaches you, it’s sharing. Unless you are on an invite or have booked a place years in advance,



you have to be open to the idea of living in a chummery. Personal experience says that sharing with filmmakers is better than with fellow hacks because you won’t be getting ready and rushing out at the same time.



Overcoming FOMO Cannes also makes you overcome FOMO — the fear of missing out. Red carpet events and parties, press conferences and simultaneous screenings in various sections — official and parallel — make it impossible for one person to be present everywhere, even if she may want to. And then there is the daily filing of copy. So, you learn to exercise choice and let go of one film for another, however heartbreaking that might be. Things went smoothly for me primarily because I had a pink card, a respectable entry pass in the media pecking order. White and pink cards with a yellow dot are at the top of the press cards hierarchy.



Pink is right in the middle, followed by the blues and the yellows. So I did get a seat at every screening even if at times it was the second row from the screen or at an odd angle in the balcony. Cannes is all about style. Even the ushers in their sharp suits, especially the ones at starry press conferences, look suitable enough to walk into any film role with their easy charm and impeccable ways. On the other hand, glamorous film personalities talk serious issues and politics. Will Smith talks colour, Jessica Chastain talks gender, Pedro Almodovar talks LGBTQ and political correctness, Harvey Weinstein brings in the issue of native Americans, Roman Polanski discusses the politics of images and our own Nandita Das dwells on the posttruth world. Cannes is where cinema can be at its most blinding, starry and rarefied but still not divorced from reality.



A resolution on the administration of Bengal Jails during the last year published to-day, shows that in the early part of 1916 the average daily population was 15,546, as compared with 14,475 in 1915. After August 1916 the figures began to fall off and the total number of admissions during the year was 80,828, that is, 973 less than in the previous year. Statistics regarding sickness and mortality are slightly less favourable than those of the previous year, death rate being 22.4 as compared with the quinquennial average of 21. The scheme for converting the Berhampore jail into a special tuberculosis jail still awaits provision of a new central lunatic asylum for the presidency. But meanwhile, the Inspector-General has arranged to construct a temporary building for treatment of tuberculosis prisoners from Western Bengal and proposes to make similar arrangements in one of the Eastern Bengal Jails.
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Congress clears decks for Rahul’s elevation



FROM PAGE ONE



As July 1 nears, GST interface not ready



Senior leader says CWC cleared minutes of last year’s meeting which asked him to take over as party president



Only the dishonest have to fear: BJP



Smita Gupta New Delhi



“The government has already said it would be delaying the roll-out of the e-waybill system because they are not ready,” another Suvidha Provider said on condition of anonymity. “It would not surprise me if the GSP system itself is pushed back a month or two. GST will come in a piecemeal way.”



Compatibility checks Other GSPs say while they are confident in their own capabilities to meet the July 1 deadline, there are key processes — such as testing the compatibility of the GSTN software with the soft-



ware run by each of the GSPs — that has not even begun as of now. “The GSPs have to provide two kinds of services: their own infrastructure, and the readiness to comply with the GSTN,” Piyush Kumar, CEO of Taxmann Technologies, another GSP, said. “The testing between the GSTN and the GSPs has not even started till now. This needs to be done so that the GSTN finds out the processes used by the GSPs, and then can revert back about whether the software is in compliance or not,” Mr. Kumar said.



Clamour to delay roll-out gets louder “Since the GST will be operational from July 1, 2017, banks have to make lot of changes in their systems and other procedures... ” the Indian Banks Association said. The Association added that since some of the services offered by banks are centralised but others are at a local level, overhauling all of these systems to prepare for GST would be a major challenge. West Bengal Finance Minister Amit Mitra, a member of the GST Council, has also



repeatedly expressed his misgivings about the July 1 deadline. “If the Centre forces a July 1 roll-out, there will be serious problems,” Mr. Mitra said last week. Meanwhile, Mizoram State Finance Minister Lalsawta has gone on record saying his State may not be able to fully implement GST on July 1 as internet connectivity remains a major problem. The internet connectivity issue was flagged by Union Revenue Secretary Hasmukh Adhia as well.



2 charge-sheeted by NIA in fake cash case It is one of the first cases where fake notes in the new ₹2,000 denomination were detected along the Bangladesh border in West Bengal’s Malda, after Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced scrapping of old ₹500 and ₹1,000 notes on November 8, 2016. New ₹2,000 and ₹500 notes were introduced as part of the government’s efforts to weed out black money and fake currency



linked to corruption and terror funding. The fake cash seized from the two had a face value of ₹3.9 lakh. The charge sheet was filed on June 2, the NIA said. Initially a case was registered at English Bazar police station of Malda district. Following the fake cash haul, the Ministry of Home Affairs directed the NIA to take up the investigation. The agency registered the case on March 28.



Pilots’ WhatsApp chat leaves DGCA fuming “The text of the messages was highly objectionable, unpardonable and obscene language was used against family members of DGCA officials,” said a senior DGCA official, on the condition of anonymity. Minister of State Civil Aviation Jayant Sinha has termed the incident as “unfortunate”. All the airlines have offered an unconditional



apology to the regulator, a DGCA spokesperson said. Jet Airways confirmed that a few of its cockpit crew were called to record their statements. An IndiGo spokesperson said it is “looking into the charges” and “will take appropriate action” based on its internal inquiry. SpiceJet, however, said none of their pilots were involved.



Farmers continue stir, prices soar in Maharashtra Farm loans to be waived by Oct: CM



The decks have been cleared for the elevation of Rahul Gandhi as party president later this year in a uniquely Congress way. The subject did not come up during the two-hour discussions of the Congress Working Committee (CWC) here, but the minutes of the last CWC meeting in November 2016 — at which all the members had unanimously asked Mr. Gandhi to take over the reins of the party after senior CWC member A.K. Antony made the proposal — were “approved” on Tuesday, a senior CWC member told The Hindu. What was officially “discussed and approved was the schedule for the organisational elections,” that will conclude with the election of the new president in October this year. After Tuesday’s meeting, Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad answered in the negative when he was asked whether Mr. Gandhi’s elevation as president of the party was discussed. To a question about the last CWC meeting that asked Mr. Gandhi to take over the reins of the party, he said, “That was not discussed.” But evidently, the minutes of that meeting were approved. The upcoming presidential and vice-presidential elections were briefly discussed, as was Congress president Sonia Gandhi’s initiative on bringing the Opposition parties together on the issue.



A colossal failure While discussing the current political situation, the subject that was discussed at length was Kashmir. Ms. Gandhi, who chaired the CWC meeting at her resid-



‘Sonia needn’t worry about govt. work’ Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



Future course of action: Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, Congress president Sonia Gandhi, party vice-president Rahul Gandhi and other leaders during the Congress Working Committee meeting in New Delhi on Tuesday. PTI *



Economy running on one engine: Manmohan The Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh said at the Congress Working Committee meeting here on Tuesday that private sector investment had collapsed under the Modi government. “The economy is running on just one engine of public spending ... the construction industry, which is one of the largest employ-



ment generators in the country, has suffered a contraction.” The most worrisome aspect was the negative impact on job creation, he said. “India’s GDP numbers for the fourth quarter and full year of 2016-17 were released a few days ago. India’s economic growth had slowed down sharply, driven primarily by the notebandi announcement of November 2016,” he said.



ence, 10, Janpath, said Jammu and Kashmir had come to represent the “colossal failure” of the Modi government. In a blistering attack on the ruling dispensation, she spoke of the “insensitive handling” of the situation by both the Centre and the



State government that was “systematically alienating and antagonising the local population, especially the youth”. The consensus was that Kashmir was too important an issue for party members to speak in different voices. The party committee that



Special Correspondent New Delhi



was set up recently under former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh on Kashmir, it was decided, would formulate a position for the party and everyone must abide by that. Briefing journalists on the discussions, Mr. Azad accused the Modi government of “crushing” voices of dissent. “Whether it is political parties, print media or electronic media, the government does not respect voices of dissent. It seems it does not respect democracy,” he said. Tuesday’s CWC meeting was attended, among others, by former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, former central Ministers P. Chidambaram and A.K. Antony, and general secretaries Kamal Nath, Digvijaya Singh, B.K. Hariprasad, Mukul Wasnik and Ambika Soni. Though Mr. Chidambaram, Mr. Antony and Mr. Wasnik accompanied Mr. Azad to the press briefing, none of them spoke.



Complainant in NDTV case quizzed



Special Correspondent



Special Correspondent



New Delhi



NEW DELHI



Voicing concern at Monday’s CBI raids on the promoters of NDTV, the Press Club of India condemned any attempt to intimidate the media or curb its freedom. In a statement on Tuesday, the Club also hoped that the facts of the case filed by the CBI would be placed in the public domain and that the investigating agency would not harass the media organisation or place any kind of hindrance in its news operations. Cultural organisation SAHMAT too condemned the raids on the news channel. Calling the raids unwarranted, 33 eminent and influential public intellectuals inlcuding Irfan Habib, Zoya Hasan, D.N. Jha, and M.K. Raina said the raids were nothing but an intimidatory tactic.



The Central Bureau of Investigation on Tuesday examined the person on whose complaint it has registered a case of alleged ₹48 crore loss to ICICI Bank, owing to the slashing of interest rate on a ₹375 crore loan to a company belonging to NDTV founder Prannoy Roy and his wife Radhika. “Complainant Sanjay Dutt of Quantum Securities, a shareholder in both the bank and NDTV, was examined by the investigating team in connection with the allegations,” said a CBI official, adding that the accused would also be quizzed in due course. The CBI has approached the ICICI Bank authorities seeking all the papers and correspondence related to the loan granted to RRPR Holding Pvt. Limited, in which Mr. Roy and his wife are promoters, and also the



CBI oicial says the accused will also be questioned in due course paid within just 10 months. The agency is probing the exact source of funds used for repayment.



Prannoy Roy



names of officials who were part of the entire process of sanction, disbursal and closer of the loan account. The company promoters had allegedly pledged their entire NDTV shares to the bank as security.



Cut in interest rate The case alleges that the bank had drastically reduced the interest rate from 19 to 9.5% per annum on the loan that as per the agreement was payable in three years. However, the loan was re-



CBI’s denial On Tuesday, the CBI issued a strong denial of the NDTV statement alleging witchhunt. The agency said searches on the premises of the accused were conducted based on search warrants issued by a competent court. “The CBI has not conducted any search of registered office of NDTV, media studio, newsroom or premises connected with media operations. The CBI fully respects the freedom of press and is committed to the free functioning of news operations,” it said. The agency said, “Denigrating the allegations at this stage of investigation and wrongly accusing the agency of acting under pressure is uncalled for and an attempt to malign the image of the



One dies in U.P. communal clash Staff Reporter Meerut



*



PRASHANT NAKWE



Shoumojit Banerjee Pune



Small retailers and consumers across Maharashtra were harried as the farmers’ agitation dragged into the sixth day on Tuesday, sending prices of vegetables soaring even as Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis announced that farm loans would be waived by October end. The prolonged agitation, which retained its intensity in Nashik and Ahmednagar, is hitting the ordinary consumers in the pocket as prices of vegetables have continued to skyrocket. In fact, the protest has put a severe strain on Maharashtra’s rural economy in general, with sources assessCM YK



ing a ₹100 crore loss in Nashik district alone where 17 wholesale markets remained completely shut for the sixth consecutive day. Tomatoes soared from ₹10 a kilo to an incredible ₹60 a kilo, so did okra (lady’s finger), which rose from ₹15 a kilo to ₹50 a kilo. Leafy vegetables and potatoes witnessed a fourfold increase in their prices, said retailers in Pune. The Pune APMC in Gultekdi saw only 60% of the normal supply of vegetables on Tuesday morning. Milk procurement remained lukewarm in the rural areas of Nashik and Ahmednagar, especially given several incidents of deliberate milk spillage.



Targets Rahul Targeting Congress vicepresident Rahul Gandhi over his reported remarks that he was reading holy Hindu scriptures to take on the RSS and the BJP, Mr. Patra said he needed to read such books to understand a party like the BJP, while people needed to read “book of scams” to understand the Congress. “He is such a leader that he will read out even from a



Press Club against curbs on media



Naseerpur village tense; Muslim families lee fearing retaliation



Unexpected feast: Goats relish caulilowers dumped by farmers in Ambegaon taluk in Pune district on Tuesday.



The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Tuesday rejected the allegation of Congress president Sonia Gandhi that there was “fear” in the country under the Modi government. Ms. Gandhi made these remarks on the third anniversary of the Modi government at a meeting of the Congress Working Committee (CWC) in New Delhi. BJP spokesperson Sambit Patra invoked the 1984 antiSikh riots and the Emergency imposed by Indira Gandhi, and said fear prevailed in those times, not now. “If there is fear now, then it is among the dishonest,” he said. “Sonia Gandhi need not worry about the Modi government’s work. Due to its pro-poor policies, people have realised what they lost during the 10-year rule [of the UPA] and what they have got under the threeyear rule [of the NDA]. They have shown their support to it often,” he said.



One person died in a communal clash which erupted in Naseerpur village late on Monday night. Over a dozen were injured. According to senior police officials of Muzaffarnagar, the situation in the village on Tuesday was “peaceful and in control”. Police have been deployed heavily in the village which falls in Nai Mandi police station. This is the second incident of violence in the last two days as a dozen people were injured in a clash between cops and villagers in Sherpur village on Friday. Over 250 people were booked for violence which was triggered allegedly due to the beating of locals by policemen. Agitated villagers attacked policemen and set a police vehicle on fire. According to the police, Iqbal, a resident of Naseerpur village, was going to pray in the local mosque on



A ile photo of a village in Muzafarnagar. Monday noon when he engaged in a petty fight with Brajpal over an overflowing drain. Before it could snowball, the row was sorted out in a meeting of the village elders who persuaded them to patch up.



At loggerheads again But by evening the two sides were again at loggerheads. The fight soon turned violent and the groups clashed with arms and stones. Brajpal and his son,



*



SANDEEP SAXENA



Akash, were injured. Later, Akash succumbed to injuries on his way to hospital while Brajpal’s condition is said to be critical. After the death of Akash, many Muslim families on Tuesday locked their houses and fled to nearby villages due to fear of retaliation. Superintendent of Police Rakesh Kumar Singh, however, said the police were trying to provide security and ensure nobody fled in fear.



According to him the entire village has been turned into a fortress due to huge deployment of security forces. Deputy Inspector General (Saharanpur range) K.S. Emmanuel visited the village with the Senior Superintendent of Police, Muzaffarnagar, Anant Dev Tiwari in the morning and took stock of the situation. Hours after they left, violence erupted when a mob barged inside the house of local resident Shehzad and set it on fire. This again led to tension, despite huge deployment of PAC, RAF and police forces. The family and friends of Akash initially refused to cremate him and relented only after the district administration announced ₹5 lakh as compensation to the kin of the deceased. Meanwhile, police have registered a case of murder, rioting against 200 people. Over a dozen people have been arrested in the case.



CBI. The investigation is being conducted as per the due process of law and under the jurisdiction of the court of law. The result of investigation will be filed before the competent court based on the evidence adduced during investigation.”



‘Wrongful gain’ Stating that it was not a case of loan default, the CBI said it was related to the “wrongful gain” of ₹48 crore to the promoters and RRPR Holding and a corresponding “wrongful loss” to ICICI bank arising out of “their collusion and criminal conspiracy.” The CBI cited the Supreme Court judgment in Ramesh Gelli vs CBI last year, holding that the Prevention of Corruption Act provisions also apply to officials of private banks, to state that it had jurisdiction over matters related to private banks.



prevailed < > Fear during 1984 Sikh riots and Emergency, and not now Sambit Patra BJP spokesperson



ration card if his ‘script writers’ gives it to him,” Mr. Patra said, and asked the CWC to be concerned about his future. The BJP leader also attacked Congress leaders P. Chidambaram and Kapil Sibal for their criticism of the Army’s action to use a man as a “human shield” in Kashmir. He said the CWC should have sacked Mani Shankar Aiyar for “shamelessly laughing” at separatist leader S.A.S. Gilani’s alleged remarks that India was in control of Kashmir due to its Army. With reference to the criticism of the CBI raids on the premises of NDTV owners, Mr. Patra said the government would not come in the way of enforcement agencies whether the matter involved one paise or ₹1,000.



Boy killed in Kashmir clashes Peerzada Ashiq Srinagar



A boy was killed in clashes during a search-and-cordon operation by security forces to locate two Hizbul Mujahedeen militants in Shopian district in south Kashmir on Tuesday. The search team was confronted by a group of youth as the residents prepared to break the Ramzan fast. Security forces opened fire into the crowd, which was allegedly providing cover for the trapped militants. Adil Farooq Magrey, a Class 12 student and resident of Ganavpora, was declared dead in hospital, allegedly from bullet wounds. Four others sustained injuries. There were reports of two Hizbul Mujahideen militants, including a commander, hiding in the area. Residents said a curfew had been imposed in the area.



BJP plays down loss of leaders in Meghalaya Says they quit under false pretences Nistula Hebbar New Delhi



The BJP on Tuesday played down the resignations of its district-level leaders, Barnard and Bachu Marak, ostensibly on the issue of beef, as being related to the general revamp of the party in Meghalaya, and not to the sidelining of these leaders. Assam Minister and convenor of the NDA’s North East chapter, the North East Democratic Alliance, Himanta Biswa Sarma, told The Hindu that both leaders were to find themselves in the cold in the proposed revamp and hence decided to quit “under false pretences”. “After the changes in the State executive, the BJP in Meghalaya is undergoing a revamp at the district level. Both these people were going to be out of the organisational structure, which is why they quit on this is-



sue. In this, they have been encouraged by Meghalaya Chief Minister Mukul Sangma,” he said. The two leaders had said the BJP’s proscription of a “beer and beef party” to mark three years of the Modi-led government had led to their quitting the party, as it demonstrated the BJP’s lack of understanding of the local culture in the State.



Rubbishes claims Mr. Sarma rubbished the claims. “If that was the case, there would have been resignations from Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Mizoram and other States,” he said. “There are byelections due in Assam in the KarbiAnglong district. We have not faced a single question on this throughout the campaign. It is not an issue,” he said. M ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



Navy eyes advanced subs Not keen on ordering more Scorpenes, which have already been delayed change of thought with the government notifying the SP model as a chapter of the Defence Procurement Procedure.



Dinakar Peri New Delhi



Modalities for choppers to Amarnath completed SRINAGAR



The Shri Amarnath Shrine Board (SASB) has finalised all the required modalities for providing helicopter services for this year’s edition of the annual pilgrimage to the holy cave shrine in south Kashmir Himalayas. SASB Chief Executive Officer Umang Narula on Tuesday briefed Governor N N Vohra, who is also chairman of the board.



CPI(M) criticises Army chief’s statement NEW DELHI



The CPI(M) mouthpiece People’s Democracy has expressed deep concern over the recent statement of Army chief General Bipin Rawat on dealing with “civilian protesters” in Kashmir. The editorial also takes umbrage at Major Nitin Gogoi’s tying up of a person to an Army jeep as a human shield.



Mughalsarai station to be named after Deendayal LUCKNOW



The Uttar Pradesh cabinet on Tuesday decided to name the Mughalsarai railway station in the state after RSS ideologue Deendayal Upadhyay. The decision to rename the railway station was taken at a meeting of the state cabinet, chaired by Chief Minister Adityanath, here. Briefing media, U.P. government spokesman Siddharth Nath Singh said the proposal will now be sent to the Union Ministry of Railways. PTI



CBI officials conduct raids in 2 Manipur banks IMPHAL



The CBI sleuths raided five different places including two branches of the United Bank of India in Manipur in connection with a “₹18 crore scam”, officials said on Tuesday. The Congress government had given ₹18 crore to an NGO sanctioned by the North Eastern Council for construction of a cold storage at Mao in Senapati .



With the Strategic Partnership model for procurement of defence platforms now official, the Navy is not interested in ordering additional Scorpene submarines, a senior naval source told The Hindu. Six Scorpenes are now under construction, and the Navy is keen to accelerate the tender for a new line of advanced submarines under Project-75I. “It is logical that we want to go in for new submarines under Project 75I as they are more advanced,” one officer said. Another officer observed that the Scorpene programme was already delayed and the technology would be so much older. “Why get more of them when the more advanced ones are already in the pipeline,” he said. Mazagon Docks Ltd.,



ED arrests businessman in cash conversion case Deposited cash of Delhi lawyer in various shell accounts Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



Slow march: A ile photo of the Scorpene submarine INS Kalvari of the coast of Mumbai. AFP *



Mumbai, is manufacturing the Scorpene conventional submarines with technology transfer from DCNS of France under a $3.75-billion deal signed in October 2005. The first submarine Kalvari is set to join the Navy in August and all six are expected to be inducted by 2022.



India and France have held informal discussions for three additional Scorpenes as a follow-on contract. With the SP policy delayed, the discussions were expected to gain momentum during the strategic dialogue at the end of the year. However, there is a



Project-75I The P-75I submarines will be more modern and advanced with all of them equipped with Air Independent Propulsion modules to enhance the reach and stealth characteristics. AIP modules were not part of the Scorpene deal, and the Navy is trying to have them fitted on the last two Scorpenes. That is contingent on the timely delivery of the AIP being indigenously developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation. The deal for six submarines under P-75I is expected to cost about ₹50,000 crore and the tender process will begin soon as per the guidelines of the SP model.



The Enforcement Directorate has arrested Yogesh Mittal, a businessman, in connection with the “illegal conversion” of ₹51 crore in the demonetised notes by Delhi lawyer Rohit Tondon here. The ED alleged that Mr. Tondon got the currency notes converted in connivance with Ashish Kumar, the then branch manager of Kotak Mahindra Bank, and Raj Kumar Goel, an entry operator. The money-laundering probe started after the Delhi police filed an FIR. “There was a conspiracy among Kamal Jain, chartered accountant of Mr. Tandon, Mr. Mittal, Mr. Kumar and others to collect the



demonetised notes and deposit them in various accounts of the firms with huge cash in hand. From those accounts, demand drafts would be issued in fictitious names. The demand drafts were to be cancelled to get the money back,” the ED said.



Routing funds The cash allegedly supplied by Mr. Tandon was deposited in the bank accounts of the firms owned or handled by Mr. Goel and others under the supervision of Mr. Mittal between November 15 and 19 last year. Some of the demonetised currency notes were also routed through RTGS from the other bank accounts of Mr. Goel.



Mr. Mittal was “instrumental” in picking up the cash of Mr. Tandon, between November 14 and 19, from various places and depositing it in the accounts of shell companies in Bank of Baroda, ICICI Bank and Kotak Mahindra, the ED said. Demand drafts were issued in fictitious names in connivance with the bank manager for a 35% commission. These demand drafts were sent back to the lawyer and were seized by the ED. The ED earlier arrested the lawyer, the bank manager and the entry operator under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act. All of them are in judicial custody. It provisionally attached assets worth ₹41.65 crore.



Invoke NSA for cow slaughter: U.P. DGP



CPI(M) slams killing of farmers in M.P.



Five plead guilty in call centre scam



However, his note to oicials is silent on vigilante groups



‘Unprovoked police iring exposes BJP’s anti-farmer character’



Four Indians and a Pakistani national have pleaded guilty to the charges against them in a massive telephone impersonation fraud and money laundering scheme in the U.S. perpetrated by Indiabased call centres, the Department of Justice has said. Rajubhai Patel, 32, Viraj Patel, 33, Dilip Kumar Ambal Patel, 53, and Pakistani national Fahad Ali, 25 pleaded guilty to money laundering conspiracy before the U.S. District Court Judge David Hittner of the Southern District of Texas. Indian national Hardik Patel, 31, pleaded guilty to wire fraud conspiracy before the same court on June 2. Sentencing dates are pending for all five defendants, the Department of Justice said.



Press Trust of India Washington



prising over 30 points, including instructions on handling cow slaughter, does not mention vigilante groups or the self-designated ‘gau rakshaks.’



Omar Rashid LUCKNOW



Uttar Pradesh Director General of Police Sulkhan Singh has asked officials to book those accused of cow slaughter or trafficking in cattle for slaughter under the National Security Act (NSA) and the Gangsters Act. “Cow slaughter and transportation of cattle for slaughter must be strictly prevented,” Mr. Singh told SPs and SSPs. This is not the first time that the State government has promised stringent punishment for cow slaughter. In 2014, the Akhilesh Yadav government gave its approval to slap the Gangsters Act and the Goondas Act on those accused of cow slaughter. The State government had made an amend-



Sulkhan Singh



ment to the Acts to include the offence. Soon after taking charge in April, Mr. Singh vowed “strict action” against those involved in “vigilantism” for cow protection and asserted that no citizen had the “right to intervene.” However, his latest note to district police chiefs, com-
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Women at the helm



‘An intimidation’ U.P. vice-president of the All India Jamiatul Quresh, Shakeel Qureshi, says that by issuing such orders, the State police were further intimidating those involved in cattle trade. “Such rules harass those involved in the business,” said Mr. Qureshi. He demanded that if those accused of cow slaughter or trafficking in cattle were to be booked under the NSA and the Gangsters Act, similar action should be taken against vigilante groups.



Anup Dutta Bhopal



The Communist Party of India (Marxist) on Tuesday condemned the killing of farmers in police firing in Mandsaur. “The kisans in Madhya Pradesh have been agitating peacefully for many days demanding that the State government implement the promises that have been made to provide greater remuneration as well as debt relief,” said a party statement. “This unprovoked police firing clearly exposes the anti-kisan character of the BJP in general and the State government in particular,” the statement added. “The Polit Bureau of the CPI(M) demands that adequate compensation be given to the families of those



On the boil: Protesters threw farm produce on the road and forcibly shut shops in Pipliya Mandi. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



who died in the police firing and the State government provide all medical assistance to those who have been injured.” It added: “The culprits responsible for ordering this unprovoked police firing must be suspended immediately, pending a proper enquiry. The State government



must immediately concede the genuine demands of the kisan agitation.” Late on Monday evening, the agitators had tried to remove fish plates from railway tracks and damaged property at the Daloda railway station, about 20 km from the Mandsaur district headquarters.



El Nino is weaker than anticipated, says IMD Private forecaster Skymet sticks to ‘below normal’ forecast Jacob Koshy NEW DELHI



Fair winds: INSV Tarini entering Port Louis in Mauritius on Tuesday, skippered by LieutenantCommander Vartika Joshi and an all-woman crew of Lieutenant-Commander Pratibha Jamwal and Lieutenants P. Swathi, Vijaya Devi, Payal Gupta and B. Aishwarya. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



Two accused get bail in EC bribery case Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



A special court here on Tuesday granted two more accused bail in the Election Commission bribery case, in which AIADMK (Amma) deputy general secretary T.T.V. Dhinakaran is also an accused. Special judge Poonam Chaudhry asked Nathu Singh and Lalit Kumar alias Babu Bhai, alleged to be hawala operators, to furnish a bond of ₹2 lakh with two sureties of a like sum, surrender their passports and not to tamper with evidence or influence witnesses. The accused, in their plea, had pointed out that Mr. Dhinakaran and co-accused Mr. Mallikarjuna were out on bail. CM YK



The India Meteorological Department’s optimism about more rainfall is largely premised on hopes that a strong El Nino, which, as per its earlier forecast, was expected to surface in the later half of the monsoon, would now be much weaker than anticipated. “A weakened El Nino is largely why we expect better rains,” said Madhavan Rajeevan, Secretary, Earth Sciences Ministry. In April, the IMD had said there was a 38% chance of near normal rains (96% of the LPA). Now the models showed a 50% chance. The El Nino — characterised by surface waters of the equatorial Pacific warming up by more than half a degree — is known to dry up monsoon rain every six out



Food a matter of personal choice, says Venkaiah Union Minister declares that he is non-vegetarian



of 10 years. A positive Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) is said to buffer the impact of El Nino and contribute to better rains. (The IOD is a swing in surface temperatures that turns the western Indian Ocean alternately warmer and then colder than the eastern part of the ocean.)



New model In April, the IMD shifted to using a new monsoon forecast system, called a dynamical model that works by supercomputers simulating the weather and extrapolating it. It plans to make this as the base for all future forecasts, ranging from shortterm weekly forecasts to the trajectory of the four-monthlong monsoon. However, for its June update, the IMD chose to rely on its work-



Gujarat Congress to repeat all sitting MLAs Vaghela evasive on returning to BJP Special Correspondent



Press Trust of India



AHMEDABAD



Mumbai



As a major group, led by the leader of the Opposition Shankarsinh Vaghela, appears likely to join hands with the BJP, Gujarat Congress president Bharatsinh Solanki announced on Tuesday that all sitting MLAs of the party will be repeated in the elections to be held later this year. Mr. Solanki said the party high command had approved the proposal. “New appointments in the organisation will be announced when the State-in-charge Ashok Gehlot visits Gujarat on June 9,” he said. However, party insiders said the State party presid-



Amid a heated debate sparked by new curbs on the sale of cattle for slaughter in markets, Union Information and Broadcasting Minister and BJP leader Venkaiah Naidu on Tuesday declared that he was non-vegetarian, and said food was a matter of choice. Mr. Naidu also debunked the notion that the BJP `wants to make everyone vegetarian’. “Some mad people keep on saying such things (BJP keen on making people vegetarian). It is people’s choice to eat whatever they want,” he said, speaking to reporters before an official



Venkaiah Naidu with Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis in Mumbai on Tuesday. VIVEK BENDRE *



press conference in Mumbai. He rued that politics is being played over the issue. “There was a comment from a political party saying ‘BJP wants to make everyone ve-



getarian’ and there was also a TV debate on it. I was the State (BJP) chief in Hyderabad and am also a non-vegetarian, still I became the party president,” he said.



horse statistical model that forecasts the monsoon based on six meteorological parameters. The dynamical model, according to the IMD statement, showed monsoon rains to be 89 cm or 100% of the LPA. “In April, both models showed the same. It’s good for computing the all-India figure but not yet good at capturing the regional spread,” said Mr. Rajeevan. “In the next few years, we hope to move entirely into the dynamical mode.” Private weather forecaster Skymet said it was sticking to its “below normal” forecast at 95% (with an error margin of +/-5%) of the LPA. Rainfall for July stood at 94%, while for August it was 93% of the historical average.



ent’s announcement on repeating sitting MLAs was an attempt to reach out to some legislators who were reportedly in talks with the saffron party to cross over. Meanwhile, Mr. Vaghela, who has been skipping party meetings on election preparations, refused on Tuesday to comment on his possible return to the BJP. “Nothing today... but will tell you everything when the time comes,” he told media persons in Gandhinagar. Asked whether he would meet the State-in-charge Ashok Gehlot in Ahmedabad on June 9, he said he would meet anyone if he was called for a meeting. M ND-ND
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Trump wades into Qatar crisis, sides with Saudi Arabia Says his visit to Riyadh is already paying of, points to Doha over militant funding



Third London attacker was lagged to U.K. police: daily Youssef Zaghba was detained in Bologna airport last year Reuters



Sher Bahadur Deuba elected Nepal PM KATHMANDU



Sher Bahadur Deuba, a veteran politician known for his close ties with India, was on Tuesday overwhelmingly elected the Prime Minister of Nepal for the fourth time, taking over the reigns of the country at a time the Himalayan nation is navigating through a political turmoil. PTI



Russia says it intercepted U.S. strategic bomber MOSCOW



The Russian military said it scrambled a fighter jet on Tuesday to intercept and escort a U.S. strategic bomber flying over the Baltic alongside the Russian border. Russia’s Defence Ministry said Russian radars spotted an aircraft flying along the border and a Su-27 fighter took off to intercept it. AP



UN says IS executed 163 civilians in Mosul GENEVA



The UN human rights chief on Tuesday accused the Islamic State of murdering 163 civilians to prevent them from fleeing Iraq’s western Mosul last week. “The brutality of Daesh and other terrorist groups seemingly knows no bounds,” said Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, using an Arabic acronym for IS. AFP



37% drop in H-1B visas for 7 Indian firms: report WASHINGTON



Seven India-based IT companies in the U.S. collectively experienced a whopping 37% drop in approved H-1B visa petitions in 2016 as compared to the previous year, according to a report by a non-profit thinktank that comes amid the Trump administration’s crackdown on “visa abuse”. PTI



Reuters



London



Doha/Dubai



British police on Tuesday named the third of the jihadis who killed seven people in a knife and van attack in London, and an Italian newspaper said he had been flagged to Britain as a possible militant by Italian authorities. The fallout from the attack has eclipsed other issues in the political campaign ahead of Thursday's parliamentary election, with both the ruling Conservatives and opposition Labour Party battling to defend their records on security. In particular, the revelation that at least one of the attackers, Khuram Butt, was well known to security services has raised concerns that they lack the resources to prevent attacks. British police said the third assailant was Youssef Zaghba, 22, and that he had not been a subject of interest for them or the MI5 domestic intelligence agency. But Italy’s Corriere della Sera daily reported that Zaghba had been stopped at Bologna airport in 2016 when trying to fly to Syria via Turkey, and that Italian authorities had identified him as as a potential “foreign fighter” and tipped off Britain about his movements. Butt, a 27-year-old British national born in Pakistan, had appeared in a British TV documentary called ‘The Jihadis Next Door’.



U.S. President Donald Trump, wading into the worst split between powerful Arab states in decades, said on Tuesday his trip to West Asia was “already paying off ” with leaders there taking a hard new line in accusing Qatar of funding of militant groups. His blunt remarks cast the anti-Islamist speech he gave at a Riyadh summit in May as the inspiration for a decision by leading Arab powers to sever ties and transport links to Qatar in protest at what they say is its support for terrorism. In fact, U.S. officials were blindsided by Saudi Arabia's decision to sever diplomatic ties with Qatar in a coordinated move with Egypt, Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates, current and former officials in Washington told Reuters. “So good to see the Saudi Arabia visit with the King and 50 countries already paying off. They said they would take a hard line on funding extremism, and all reference was pointing to Qatar. Perhaps this will be the beginning of the end to the horror of terrorism!” Mr. Trump on Twitter.



Kuwaiti mediation The comments — Mr. Trump's first about the rift between Qatar and major Arab nations over its alleged support of Iran and Islamist groups — emerged at a delicate moment in the crisis as the leader of Kuwait was to meet in Saudi Arabia to try to mediate the dispute. Qatar vehemently denies the accusations against it, calling them baseless. Ordinary Qataris, however, were to be found crowding into supermarkets to stock up on goods against the crisis.



Caught in the crossire: Passengers in the Hamad International Airport in Doha, Qatar, wait after their lights were cancelled on Tuesday. AP *



Mr. Trump said, in apparent reference to top Gulf Arab powers Saudi Arabia and the UAE, that leaders he met on his trip had warned him Qatar was funding “radical ideology” after he had demanded they take action to stop financing militants. It was not immediately clear what effect Mr. Trump’s high profile intervention in the crisis would have. U.S. officials had said on Monday the United States would quietly try to calm the waters between Saudi Arabia and Qatar, arguing that the small Gulf state was too important to U.S. military and diplomatic interests to be isolated. Qatar hosts 8,000 U.S. military personnel at al Udeid, the largest U.S. air base in West Asia and a staging ground for U.S.-led strikes on the Islamic State militant group that has seized parts of Syria and



Iraq. There are also deep financial and business links between the two based on Qatar’s leading world role in gas. Gulf Arab officials said Kuwait's Emir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber al-Sabah will meet Saudi Arabia's King Salman hoping to heal the damaging rift which has affected global oil prices, hit travel plans and sown confusion among bankers and businesses in the region. In a sign of the potential consequences for the Qatari economy, a number of banks in the region began stepping back from business dealings with Qatar. Saudi Arabia's central bank advised banks in the kingdom not to trade with Qatari banks in Qatari riyals, sources said. Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman al-Thani told Qatarbased Al Jazeera TV that Qatar will not retaliate, hoping Kuwait will help resolve



the dispute. It wants to give Kuwait’s ruler the ability to “proceed and communicate with the parties to the crisis and to try to contain the issue”. Qatar’s leader, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, spoke by telephone overnight with his counterpart in Kuwait and, in order to allow Kuwait to mediate, decided to put off a planned speech to the nation, the foreign minister said.



Tightening pressure Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia's aviation authority revoked the licence of Qatar Airways and ordered its offices to be closed within 48 hours, a day after the kingdom, the UAE and Bahrain closed their airspace to Qatari commercial flights. Flight tracker websites showed Qatar Airways flights taking a circuitous route mostly over Iran to avoid their neighbours.



Record under question As details about the jihadists have emerged, Prime Minister Theresa May has faced questions about her record overseeing cuts to police numbers when she was Interior Minister. The latest opinion poll on voting intentions, by Survation for ITV, had the Conser-



Faces of terror: (From left) Khuram Butt, Rachid Redouane and Youssef Zaghba, who carried out the London attacks. REUTERS *



In Paris, man shot after attacking police Reuters Paris



French police shot and wounded a man who attacked officers with a hammer outside the Notre Dame cathedral on Tuesday and the Paris prosecutor’s office swiftly launched a counterterrorism investigation. Armed police cordoned off the site and the cathedral in central Paris that is visited by millions of tourists every year was locked down during the incident. The motive for the attack was not immediately clear. It comes just three days after Islamist militants killed seven people in



vatives’ lead over Labour narrowing to just one point from six points in the same poll a week earlier. The consensus among pollsters remains that Ms. May’s party, who have been in government since 2010,



Saudi arms dealer Adnan Khashoggi dies aged 82



High optimism for Labour in Hounslow



His visit to India in 1991 was controversial and created a stir



Vidya Ram



with an innate curiosity in others.” Khashoggi was an uncle to Dodi Fayed, Princess Diana’s last love, since his sister was married to Mr. Fayed’s father Mohamed AlFayed. He was at one time estimated to be worth £2.4 billion but ran into financial difficulties and had to sell his private DC9 airliner and his yacht, Nabila.



Agence France-Presse London



Saudi arms dealer Adnan Khashoggi, a tycoon known for his lavish billionaire lifestyle and far-reaching international connections, has died in London at the age of 82, his family said on Tuesday. “Our beloved father Adnan Khashoggi, aged 82, died peacefully today in London while being treated for Parkinson’s Disease,” they said in a statement. “He lived his last days... with the same elegance, strength and dignity that characterised his remarkable life.” U.S.-educated Khashoggi brokered arms deals around the world, earning handsome commissions and operating in a shady business while partying with global elites. Among the many people he counted as friends was godman Chandraswami, who passed away last month. His visit to India in 1991, when he was hosted by then Prime Minis-



Adnan Khashoggi at the wedding of Donald Trump and Marla Maples in New York in 1993. GETTY IMAGES *



ter Chandra Shekhar in his private retreat in Bhondsi, Haryana, created quite a stir. During the visit, Khashoggi also called on Congress leader Rajiv Gandhi. “Our father understood the art of bringing people together better than anyone,” Khashoggi’s family said, adding: “He celebrated life in the living of it, and always



Troubled life In 1997, a Paris court ordered him to pay a $1.6 million fine for smuggling 37 paintings into France in 1986. Khashoggi brought in the paintings on his private jet on a flight from the U.S. to Nice. In 1998, the casino at London’s Ritz Hotel settled out of court its lawsuit against Khashoggi for £8 million of gambling debts. The judge had heard that the Saudi businessman between January and April 1986 had gambled a total of £10 million.



Candidate Seema Malhotra says party’s promises resonate with the public Hounslow



Feltham and Heston, the parliamentary constituency of Hounslow and home to one of Britain’s largest Indian communities (a fifth of the population is of Indian origin), has been a Labour stronghold for the past 15 years. Seema Malhotra, who has represented the constituency since 2011, has won two elections with comfortable majorities. There’s a renewed optimism within her team as they canvassed in Hounslow last Friday. “People want to be connected to this election more than ever before,” said Ms. Malhotra, as polls in recent weeks have shown a dramatic rise in support for the Labour party across the country. “There’s been a turning point since the Labour manifesto was launched: people feel our priorities are closer to the realities they face — whether as businesses or individuals,” she said. Support for the Conservatives took a hit following the release of their manifestos, and in par-



ticular over a proposal to extend the costs that the elderly would face for their social care, even if they were able to remain in their own home. The huge outcry over the proposal, dubbed the “dementia tax”, led the Conservatives to pledge a cap, but they’ve struggled to rebound since.



Financial security It’s an issue that’s hit potential Conservative support within the Indian community. “I certainly feel it’s something that comes across very strongly in the Indian community — For one or two generations Asians have been here, so issues such as family and children’s financial security can be very important. You spend your life working and earning and hope to have something to pass on to your children and now you find out that might be at risk… there is a major issue of trust for the Conservative party, particularly if you combine that with issues around public services.” Ms. Malhotra said the Labour’s pledge to improve the



Seema Malhotra



NHS, education and other public services was resonating with the public in her constituency, pointing to the stories she had been told by constituents, such as a woman who had waited hours for an ambulance in order to be picked off the floor, or another who waited for a fortnight for a GP [general doctor] appointment or a mother whose school was asking parents to step in and help meet costs amid a funding crisis. “[ Jeremy Corbyn is] putting things in the manifesto that people want to see,”



said Sohan Singh Samra, the vice-president of the Sri Guru Singh Sabha Gurdwara in Southall, who was out campaigning for Ms. Malhotra. He said the party’s commitment to a new inquiry into Operation Blue Star and British involvement in it had also enthused the local Sikh community. Bandna Chopra, a Councilor for Hounslow West, noted a rise in young people locally wanting to be engaged in the campaign. “They’re more active, more interested, more confident,” she said out on the campaign trail. Alongside the surge in the polls, the election campaign has seen increasing unity within the Labour party, with some past critics expressing their support for Mr. Corbyn, over the course of the campaign. “He’s had a very positive campaign and he has grown in his leadership and as an electoral campaigner,” said Ms. Malhotra, who resigned from Mr. Corbyn’s shadow cabinet last year, over his leadership.



Ghani makes Taliban an ofer for talks, with ultimatum Says if they fail to take up ofer, Afghanistan will push for the UN to sanction the group as a ‘perpetrator and sponsor’ of terror Suhasini Haidar New Delhi



Afghanistan’s President Ashraf Ghani on Tuesday made another offer for talks to the Taliban, even as he hit out at Pakistan for not acting “according to the global consensus on terror” at a conference where Afghanistan is seeking to take back control of the narrative on reconciliation by re-launching the “Kabul Process”. “We’re offering a chance for peace but we must also be clear that this is not an open-ended opportunity. Taliban-sponsored terrorism is creating a platform that is bringing terrorists and criminals from all over the region CM YK



to Afghanistan,” Mr. Ghani said, a week after more than 150 people were killed in a truck bombing in Kabul followed by another bombing at their funerals which killed seven more people. Mr. Ghani has appointed a new Chairman of the High Peace Council, Mohammad Khalili, to take forward the talks, which he said could take place in “any mutually acceptable location” and would allow the Taliban to set up a representative office, as long as it follows the established guidelines of abiding by the Constitution, and abjuring violence. However, he added that if the Taliban failed to take up



the offer, Afghanistan would push for the UN to sanction the group as a “perpetrator and sponsor” of terror. Even as Mr. Ghani began to speak at the Kabul Process meeting, attended by 24 countries, including India, militants launched a rocket that landed inside the compound of the Indian Embassy in the diplomatic zone. In another blast at Herat’s Grand Mosque, seven people were killed on Tuesday.



Positive offer “Such attacks won’t change India’s unwavering stand on terror,” Manpreet Vohra, India’s Ambassador in Kabul, told The Hindu over the



Ashraf Ghani



phone, confirming that no one had been injured by the rocket that fell just outside his residence. Asked about Mr. Ghani’s proposed roadmap for talks, he called it a “very positive offer”.



In his speech, Mr. Ghani said he would not enter a “blame-game” about who was responsible for the growing number of attacks in the country, but called on Pakistan to propose a “mechanism” for peace. “Our problem, our challenge, is that we cannot figure out what is it that Pakistan wants. What will it take to convince Pakistan that a stable Afghanistan helps them and helps our region?” Mr. Ghani said. Officials see the Kabul Process as an attempt by the Afghan government to replace other processes on reconciliation like the Moscow meetings held since Decem-



ber 2016, and the Americanbacked Murree Process in Pakistan in 2015. “We have resumed the Kabul Process from 2010 under which all future peace and security meetings will be held in Kabul,” Ashraf Haidari, the D.G. of Policy and Strategy in Afghanistan’s Foreign Ministry told The Hindu. “Even if Russia and others want to hold peace meetings, their agendas would have to be in accordance with the Kabul Process.”



Russia plan India, Afghanistan and the U.S. had protested the Russian decision to hold a trilat-



eral meeting on Afghanistan with China and Pakistan only, in December 2016. In subsequent meetings in Moscow, India, Iran and Central Asian countries were included, but the U.S., which was invited to a meeting in May, refused to join. Previously, India had objected to the Murree Process, which saw Taliban leaders meet with Afghan and Pakistan representatives, in a process that included the U.S. and China. As a result, the Kabul Process, which is inclusive as well as “Afghan-owned and Afghan-led”, should be supported “sincerely and honestly” by all countries of the region, Mr. Haidari said.



London in a knife and van attack. “Situation under control, one policeman injured, the assailant was neutralised and taken to hospital,” the police said.



One policeman hurt Two police sources said the officers shot the assailant in the thorax after he had threatened them with a hammer and refused to stop. One policeman was hurt, according to one source. “This is for Syria,” the assailant reportedly yelled. France is under a state of emergency after a wave of militant attacks since early 2015. will win a majority. But a campaign email signed by Ms. May told Conservative supporters: “With the polls tightening and with just two days to go until polling day, we need to go all out with one final push”.



‘Russian hackers breached voting irm’ Associated Press Washington



Russian hackers attacked at least one U.S. voting software supplier days before last year’s presidential election, according to a government intelligence report leaked on Monday that suggests election-related hacking penetrated further into U.S. voting systems than previously known. While U.S. intelligence agencies declined to comment, shortly after the release of the classified National Security Agency report by ‘The Intercept’ the Justice Department announced it had charged government contractor Reality Leigh Winner in Georgia with leaking a classified report containing “Top Secret level” information. The report the contractor allegedly leaked is dated May 5, the same date as the document that ‘The Intercept’ has posted online. The report does not say whether the hacking had any effect on election results. But it says Russian military intelligence attacked a U.S. voting software company and sent spear-phishing emails to more than 100 local election officials at the end of October or beginning of November.



Kremlin’s denial The document said Russian military intelligence “executed cyber espionage operations against a named U.S. company in August 2016 evidently to obtain information on elections-related software and hardware solutions, according to information that became available in April 2017”. Dmitry Peskov, spokesman for President Vladimir Putin, denied the allegations on Tuesday, saying that the Kremlin did not see “any evidence to prove this information is true”. M ND-ND
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market watch 06-06-2017



% CHANGE



Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 31,191 ddddddddddddd -0.38 US Dollar dddddddddddddddddddd 64.43 ddddddddddddd -0.11 Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,750 ddddddddddddddd0.54 Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 49.41 ddddddddddddddd0.53



Centre notiies rules on capital gains tax Acquisition of shares through IPOs, employee stock options, by venture capital funds and QIPs, exempt Special Correspondent



NIFTY 50



NEW DELHI PRICE CHANGE



ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1607.00. . . . . . -38.70 Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 361.45. . . . . . . . . 0.40 Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 235.05. . . . . . . . -5.30 Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1153.15. . . . . . . . -8.40 Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 585.15. . . . . . . . -7.80 Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 510.20. . . . . . . . -3.45 Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2873.55. . . . . . -24.85 Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 174.45. . . . . . . . -4.15 Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 369.00. . . . . . . . -3.40 Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23704.50. . . -189.85 BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 725.55. . . . . . . . -3.00 Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 534.65. . . . . . . . -0.15 Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 262.30. . . . . . . . -2.25 Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2549.30. . . . . . . 13.45 Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 29191.20. . . -134.30 GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 398.90. . . . . . . . . 0.90 HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 889.45. . . . . . . 30.75 HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1605.75. . . . . . . . -0.40 HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1638.95. . . . . . . . . 3.40 Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3799.95. . . . . . -35.00 Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 195.45. . . . . . . . -1.65 Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1091.55. . . . . . . . -6.20 Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1138.45. . . . . . -31.70 ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 318.95. . . . . . . . -0.80 IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1511.00. . . . . . . . . 5.75 Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 383.15. . . . . . . . . 0.70 Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 979.35. . . . . . . 20.60 Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 424.60. . . . . . . . . 2.55 ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311.05. . . . . . . . -6.40 Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 966.40. . . . . . . . -0.60 L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1775.15. . . . . . -29.75 Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1151.00. . . . . . . . -5.20 M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1411.45. . . . . . -12.25 Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7112.10. . . . . . -13.60 NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158.10. . . . . . . . -4.50 ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 171.45. . . . . . . . -4.30 PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 203.45. . . . . . . . -1.85 Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1312.80. . . . . . -16.55 State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 287.30. . . . . . . . . 0.05 Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 504.30. . . . . . . . -8.50 Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 461.00. . . . . . -17.15 Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 280.70. . . . . . . . -7.55 Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79.60. . . . . . . . -1.40 Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 490.30. . . . . . . . -1.00 TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2696.00. . . . . . . 92.05 Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 408.65. . . . . . . . . 5.90 UltraTech Cement . .. . . . 4122.50. . . . . . -55.65 Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 229.40. . . . . . . . . 0.00 Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 560.55. . . . . . . . . 5.00 YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1506.15. . . . . . -17.40 Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 518.75. . . . . . . . -5.90



The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has come out with a final notification specifying the securities transactions that would attract capital gains tax where the securities transaction tax (STT) hasn’t been paid. An amendment has been made in the Finance Act 2017 to curb the declaration of unaccounted income as exempt long-term capital gains under the previous provisions of the Income Tax Act by entering into fake transactions. The amendment notification specifies the transactions on which the tax would apply and and those on which tax would be exempt. According to the notification, the chargeability to STT provision will not apply to all transactions of acquisitions of equity shares entered into on or after October 1, 2004, except the acquisition of listed shares in a preferential issue of a company whose shares are not frequently traded in a recognised stock exchange, the acquisition of



existing listed equity shares in a company not through a recognised stock exchange of India, and the acquisition of shares of a company while it is de-listed.



Representation for relief “The CBDT has accepted various representations made by the stakeholders to provide relief to certain transactions from the condition of STT,” Girish Vanvari, National Head of Tax, KPMG in India, said. Accordingly, certain acquisitions like acquisition by way issue of shares by a company, acquisition under employee stock option scheme or employee stock purchase scheme, acquisition by any non-resident in accordance with foreign direct investment guidelines of the Government of India acquisition by an investment fund or a venture capital fund or a qualified institutional buyer, acquisition by mode of specified transfer which are exempt (Section 47) and transfer by way of slump sale etc. have been exempted.



vestors and venture capital houses as well as shareholders who have acquired shares upon corporate restructuring undertaken vide court-approved schemes on which no STT was paid,” Abhishek Goenka, Partner and Leader Direct Tax, PwC India, said. “The notification clearly intends to allow genuine transactions the benefit arising from section 10(38) without making any exceptions.”



Tax tweaks: The CBDT has accepted representations made, seeking relief for certain transactions from the condition of STT, said Girish Vanvari of KPMG GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK *



“Section 10(38) of the Income-tax Act, 1961, prior to its amendment by the Finance Act, 2017 provided that the income arising by way of a transfer of long-term capital asset, being equity share in a company, shall be exempt from tax if such a transfer is undertaken after October 1, 2004 and chargeable to Securities Transaction Tax,” said a government



EXCHANGE RATES



CURRENCY



TT BUY



TT SELL



US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 64.23. . . . . . . 64.55 Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 72.27. . . . . . . 72.64 British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 82.92. . . . . . . 83.34 Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 58.75. . . . . . . 59.04 Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.45. . . . . . . . . 9.50 Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 66.59. . . . . . . 66.93 Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 46.50. . . . . . . 46.73 Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . .. . 47.69. . . . . . . 47.93 Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 15.03. . . . . . . 15.12 Source:Indian Bank



BULLION RATES



CHENNAI



June 06 rates in rupees with previous rates in parentheses Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 43.80. . . . . (43.60) 22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,828. . . . . (2,810)



statement. “In order to curb the practice of declaring unaccounted income as exempt long-term capital gain by entering into sham transactions, the Finance Act, 2017 amended the provisions of section 10 (38) of the Act to provide that exemption under this section for income arising on transfer of equity share acquired or on after 1st day of October, 2004 shall be



Private banks’ rate cuts slower: RBI data After note ban, lenders cut the MCLR sharply in January as cost of funds reduced SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT Mumbai



Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4 p.m. on June 06



Schindler to raise output in India



While the median benchmark lending rate of commercial banks have fallen 90 basis points (bps) to 8.55% since April last year, the median rate of private banks has fallen by 70 bps from 9.8% to 9.1%, latest data released by Reserve Bank of India (RBI) showed. The median rate for the one year marginal cost of fund based lending rate (MCLR) of public sector banks, that accounts for 70% of the market, fell by 90 bps from 9.50% to 8.60% between April 2016 and May 2017, according to the data.



No hurry: Private banks’ median rate have fallen by 70 basis points from 9.8% to 9.1%. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK *



Foreign banks’ median rate was the lowest in May 2017, at 8.55%, and came down from 9.45% in April 2016. State Bank of India, the country’s largest lender, re-



duced its one-year MCLR by 120 bps to 8%, while ICICI Bank, the country’s largest private sector lender, lowered it by 100 bps to 8.20% in the last one year.



EDUCATIONAL



The MCLR regime came into effect on April 1, 2016, replacing the earlier base rate regime. All the loans are linked to MCLR rate. Most loans are linked to one-year MCLR. Since April 2016, RBI has reduced the key policy rate or the repo rate by 50 bps to 6.25%. Since January 2015, the policy rate has been reduced by 175 bps. RBI has been prodding banks to enable monetary transmission by lowering lending rates. After demonetisation, banks cut the MCLR sharply in January, as their cost of funds fell.



available only if the acquisition of share is chargeable to STT,” the statement added. However, it was noted that this would also apply to genuine cases where the STT could not have been paid, and so the government sought to define the transactions that would attract tax and which would not. “This notification comes as a breather for foreign in-



ESOPs exempted According to tax experts, a crucial aspect included in the final notification is the exemption granted to taxpayers who have received shares in the course of employment (ESOPs). In addition, the rules seem to leave the door open for some contradiction, they say. “The CBDT notification appears to be significantly unfair for shareholders of companies whose shares are not frequently traded on stock exchanges,” Rakesh Nangia, Managing Partner, Nangia & Co said.



Adani gives inal nod for Australia project Firm hopes to secure A$900 mn loan Reuters SYDNEY



Adani Enterprises gave final investment approval on Tuesday for its $4 billion Carmichael coal mine and railway in Australia’s north, shifting the focus to fund raising for the controversial project. Adani, which hopes to secure a A$900 million ($670 million) government loan, said in a statement it had given “final investment decision approval” to build what would be Australia’s biggest coal mine.



EDUCATIONAL



“We are committed to this project,” Adani chairman Gautam Adani said. The Carmichael mine has faced years of delays amid opposition from environment groups who argue it will contribute to global warming and damage the Great Barrier Reef, leading some banks to rule out any role in funding. “Announcing an intention to invest is a far cry from having the finance to do so,” said Julien Vincent, executive director of environmental finance organisation Market Forces.



Lalatendu Mishra MUMBAI



Swiss major Schindler India has embarked on its third phase of expansion in India to increase production capacity of escalators and elevators to cater to a growing demand for its products in the domestic market. The company is investing ₹170 crore to expand its facilities, a top official said. “So far, we have invested ₹430 crore at our manufacturing facility at Chakan. As part of our ₹600 crore investment plan, we are now investing ₹170 crore to expand our product range and capacity,” Uday Kulkarni, President, India & South Asia, Schindler India Pvt. Ltd., said. This phase of expansion includes a production facility for escalators with a capacity to produce 1,200 units per year. This facility will be operational in mid-2018. This is the first time the company will be manufacturing escalators in India. So far it was meeting the demand through imports. The company, which has a manufacturing capacity of 12,000 elevators per year, will be expanding the capacity to 17,000 units a year. This capacity expansion will be complete in 2019, Mr. Kulkarni said. Currently, the company manufactures 8,000 elevators a year in India. He said the company is also investing in what it calls ‘Schindler University’ at its manufacturing unit at Chakan near Pune where its employees will be trained to become “techno-commercial executives” as the task to sell elevators and escalators has undergone a sea change. This facility, under construction, will also train its fillers and service technicians for efficient installation of its product range.



EDUCATIONAL



OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE DEATH



CM YK



EDUCATIONAL



M ND-ND
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Airfares from Doha likely to rise More Indians expected to return home as situation is ‘volatile,’ says an analyst Lalatendu Mishra MUMBAI



Dr. Reddy’s unveils Bivalirudin injection HYDERABAD



Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories has introduced Bivalirudin injection, a therapeutic equivalent generic version of Angiomax, in the U.S. market. A direct thrombin inhibitor, the Angiomax brand and generic had U.S. sales of approximately $198 million for the 12 months ended March, the company said on Tuesday. Angiomax is a registered trademark of The Medicines Company, according to a statement.



Competition panel okays Airtel-Telenor merger NEW DELHI



Bharti Airtel said that the Competition Commission of India (CCI) approved the proposed merger of Telenor (India) Communications with the irm. “(The) CCI vide its letter dated June 05, 2017 has approved the proposed merger of Telenor (India) Communications Pvt. Ltd., with Bharti Airtel Ltd,” said a iling by Bharti Airtel on Tuesday. On June 1, Bharti Airtel said it had received the approval of SEBI, BSE and NSE for the merger.



The decision by Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Egypt and Bahrain to isolate Qatar on charges of harbouring terrorists and to impose flying restrictions on the country, will lead to a sharp rise in airfares to India from Doha as more Indians are expected to head back home, said analysts. “We expect more people to take the next available flight to come back home and not many people would like to go there at this point of time considering the volatile situation,” an analyst said. There are about 6.5 lakh Indians or people of Indian origin staying and working in Qatar, who are now expected to relocate. “Loads in onward flights will be less while incoming flights will have more pressure,” an airline executive said. As Emirates, Etihad Airways, fly Dubai, Air Arabia



Tail spin: Qatar Airways is expected to be hit hard as it transports a huge number from India to the U.S., Europe. decided to suspend all flights operations to Doha from Tuesday onward, there would be more pressure on Indian carriers flying into Doha, analysts said.



Flights suspended Qatar Airways on Tuesday suspended all flights to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the UAE, the Kingdom of Bahrain and Egypt until fur-



Freshdesk renames itself as Freshworks Rebrands for better communication



*



AFP



ther notice. “All customers booked on affected flights will be provided with alternative options, including the option of a full refund on any unused tickets and free rebooking to the nearest alternative Qatar Airways network destination,” the airline said in a statement. Though its operations to India and elsewhere are expected to be normal, any fur-



Bosch fund to enter India soon



Special Correspondent



NEW DELHI



Freshdesk Inc., a cloudbased customer engagement company, has gone in for a metamorphosis. It is renaming itself as Freshworks Inc. and also refurbishing its logo. “We are creating a new brand that will allow us to tell our multi-product story better,” said Girish Mathrubhootham, CEO and founder. “It is being re-branded after six years of the launch to bring together its growing suite of business software to help companies better engage and communicate with their customers and em-



State-run BSNL, which on Tuesday partnered with AdPay to unveil India’s irst virtual telecom operator to ofer services under Aerovoyce brand name, expects to garner ₹500 crore revenue from the VNO (Virtual Network Operator) business, its CMD Anupam Srivastava said. MVNOs too are service providers, however, they do not own spectrum. They can provide wireless services to customers through an agreement with licensed mobile operators.



Chennai



Girish Mathrubhootham ployees,” he added. Freshwork suite of products offerings include Freshdesk (a multi-channel customer support help desk) and Freshservice (a cloud-based service desk and IT service management solution).



Robert Bosch Venture Capital GmbH (RBVC), the corporate venture capital company of the Bosch Group, will soon establish an Indian arm to invest in the growing start-up ecosystem in the country. The venture arm of the global technology and engineering solutions major will primarily make investments in companies that have participated in the accelerator programme run by Bosch India. In 2016, the company had introduced the programme for start-ups called DNA — discover, nurture and align.



Aadhar Housing, DHFL merger by Aug.



Daimler India readying truck for export



Company Law Tribunal nod awaited



Adds production line at Chennai plant



Special Correspondent



Special Correspondent



KOLKATA



HYDERABAD



The merger of Aadhar Housing Finance, a company focussed on the economically weaker sections and lower income group segment, with DHFL Vysya, is expected to be completed this August. The approval of the National Housing Bank was received in April, 2017 while the National Company Law Tribunal nod was being awaited.



Truck maker Daimler India will unveil a new product in the 6.5-8.6 tonne segment exclusively for the export markets by September. To this end, it has added a production line at the Oragadam plant, near Chennai, and the trial run for the truck has begun. West Asia will be the focus market for the Fuso brand truck, Daimler India Commercial Vehicles managing director and CEO Erich Nesselhauf said here on Tuesday. The unveiling will take place in the JulySeptember quarter, he said. In Hyderabad, for the introduction of the company's new heavy-duty Bharat Benz truck range, he pointed to how the company expected the shares of exports and domestic sales to match three years.



Promoter stake The Wadhawan family — the promoter group — is likely to have 82% equity in the new company with IFC and other institutions holding the rest, said Deo Shankar Tripathi, chief executive officer (CEO), Aadhar Housing Finance. The merger will help Aadhar expand its footprint



Deo Shankar Tripathi to the south where DHFL Vysya has a strong presence. The combined loan book is expected to be about ₹5,100 crore this fiscal, of which Aadhar will have ₹3,300 crore with the rest being on account of DHFL Vysya. The merged entity is targeting a ₹8,000 crore loan book. The new entity, which may retain the Aadhar name, would also be able to take deposits as DHFL Vysya is a deposit-taking company.



Emirates preferred More than 80% of the airline’s passengers originating from India fly through Doha to onward destinations. Out of all passengers from India taking a West Asian carrier, approximately 20% fly by Qatar Airways. A majority prefer Emirates followed by Etihad Airways through their



hubs in Dubai and Abu Dhabi respectively. Bahrain’s flag carrier Gulf Air is also expected to benefit. So far, Indian carriers have been operating regular services to Doha. These include Air India Express, Jet Airways and IndiGo. Indigo, in a statement, said, “We are closely monitoring the situation. There are no changes in the current flight schedule. All necessary steps will be taken in the best interest of our passengers.” Jet Airways officials said their flights are operating as per schedule. A pilot who operated a flight from Doha on Tuesday morning said that he noticed uneasiness among the citizens of Qatar as well as those working there. “Everyone I spoke to was shocked. No one knows what is going to happen next. The decision to impose the sanction on Qatar came as a surprise,” he said, asking not to be named.



Targets revenue of $100 million Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



Japanese technology giant NEC, which announced a new Centre of Excellence in India, on Tuesday said it will be investing $10 million over the next three years in the country, while targeting revenues of $100 million during the same period. The Centre of Excellence in Noida will work on building Big Data and analytics solutions for clients across sectors such as banking and financial services (BFS), telecom, retail and the Government. The company said Centre of Excellence will not only focus on the India market, but also cater to Japan, Singapore, Philippines and Hong Kong. “..then gradually expand services throughout APAC and other regions,” according to a company statement. The Centre of Excellence will help NEC leverage In-



Honda Motorcycle eyes 20% growth to 6 mn vehicles



Building data: NEC has announced a new Centre of Excellence in Noida. AFP *



dia’s strong talent base, the company said. It plans to employ about 100 professionals within the first few years, as the Global Big Data & Analytics market is expected to reach $210 billion by 2020. “The key to success for organizations today is to make fast and informed decisions by extracting insights out of the huge volumes of data that are available to them,” Tomoyasu Nishimura, Senior Vice President, NEC Corporation said.



India Grid falls 1.55% on debut Sanjay Vijayakumar



Staff Reporter Bengaluru



BSNL eyes ₹500 crore revenue from MVNOs



ther sanctions could jeopardise its prospects. “Indian carriers will benefit at any loss to Qatar Airways,” another airline official said adding Qatar Airway’s rivals in West Asia will eye its passengers flying onward. “The major casualty will be Qatar Airways which transports a large chunk of its passengers from India to onward destinations in the U.S. and Europe. Now fliers will be cautious to fly in that carrier due to the ongoing uncertainties,” said an analyst asking not to be named as he has business dealings with Qatar Airways.



Japan’s NEC to invest $10 million in 3 years



With shift to BS-VI standards, sees India unit as export hub M. Soundariya Preetha COIMBATORE



Honda Motorcycle and Scooter India, which sold five million vehicles in the last financial year, is looking at a 20% sales growth this year. “We have 20% growth target this year to touch six million vehicles,” said Minoru Kato, president and CEO, Honda Motorcycle and Scooter India. Scooters contribute 67% to its two-wheeler business in India. In the first two months of this financial year, Honda registered 28%



growth in two-wheeler sales in India, added Y.S. Guleria, its senior vice president — sales and marketing. The company’s cumulative investment in India so far has been ₹9,500 crore. This financial year, it is investing ₹1,600 crore, mainly for expansion.



Capacity addition Mr. Kato, who open Honda’s zonal office in the city on Tuesday, told reporters that the additional capacity in Karnataka will be operational by July this year and will take the total annual production capacity to 6.4



million units. Honda will launch two brands of scooters and two brands of motorcycles in India this year. Mr. Guleria said the 20% growth will include the sale of these new vehicles. Except for Honda Africa Twin (adventure bike), the other three will be made in India. According to Mr. Kato, the company sees an opportunity for its India facility to become an exporting hub when India moves from BSIV to BS-VI standards by 2020. Currently, China, Thailand and Vietnam are among the export hubs for Honda.



Chennai



India Grid Trust’s shares fell 1.55% from the issue price in its trading debut on Tuesday, after raising ₹2,250 crore in an initial public offering. The IPO was subscribed 1.35 times. Its shares closed at ₹98.45 on the BSE, below the issue price of ₹100. IRB InvIT, which got subscribed 8.6 times, is also trading below its issue price. India Grid Trust, promoted by power transmission asset operator Sterlite Power Grid Ventures, is the second infrastructure investment fund to list on the bourses after IRB InvIT.



The wholly-owned subsidiary of Daimler AG of Germany, which produces 9-49 tonne trucks, in 2016 sold 13,000 units in the country and exported 4,300 units to 30 countries, all of them in the southern hemisphere. It plans to export to 10 more countries, Sebastian Wahle, head-corporate communications said. On the possibility of the new product being sold in India, the duo said it was likely next year.



‘No systemic risk from loans to telcos’ Sector accounts for only 1.4% of loans, ofers better chance of recovery, says Fitch Bharti Airtel, was likely to meet repayments comfortably on the more than $1 billion that it owes to banks.



SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT Mumbai



Banks’ exposure to the troubled telecommunications sector does not pose a ‘systemic risk,’ Fitch Ratings said on Tuesday. This is because banks’ exposure to the sector was only ₹91,300 crore which is 1.4% of the total bank loans, Fitch said citing RBI data. A stressed sector like power accounts for 8.7% of loans while the iron and steel sector accounts for 4.7%. At a time when the Reserve Bank of India has asked commercial banks to increase standard asset provisioning for their exposure to the telecom sector anticipating troubled times ahead, the rating agency said: “Indian banks’ exposure to troubled telecom companies is not large enough to pose a systemic risk, but defaults could add to problems at CM YK



Easy peasy: The Vodafone-Idea combine is unlikely to face problems in servicing its debt, the Fitch report said. REUTERS *



banks with weak balance sheets.” Anil Ambani’s Reliance Communications (RCom), was downgraded by Fitch downgraded last week to ‘CCC’ to reflect the real possibility of some kind of default.



However, RCom managed to work out a debt restructuring deal with banks which gave the company seven months’ time to pay a large part of its debt. Fitch said not all telcos faced financial difficulties. For example, market leader,



Vodafone, Idea merger “Vodafone and Idea Cellular are in the process of merging their operations, which will give the new entity a marketleading share. Idea’s balance sheet is stretched, but the combined company is unlikely to experience serious problems in servicing its debt,” the report said. The rating agency said loans to telcos were also generally backed by spectrum assets, which should provide a better chance of recovery. However, the credit profiles of Indian telcos were under pressure from fierce competition arising out of the entry into the market of Reliance Jio last year and rising capex required for the rollout of 4G services. M ND-ND
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TV PICKS Roland Garros: SS Select 1, HD 1 & HD 2, 5.30 p.m. NBA Finals: Game 3, Sony Six & Six HD and TEN 1, 6.30 a.m. (Thursday)



England storms into semiinals Buttler helps host set up a daunting target; Ball’s opening spell constricts Kiwis’ chase AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE



IN BRIEF



CARDIFF



Sehwag keeps it short and simple NEW DELHI



Former opening batsman Virender Sehwag has sent a ‘two-line resume’ to the BCCI while applying for the Indian cricket team coach’s job, according to media reports. Instead of sending a detailed Curriculum Vitae (CV), the dashing batsman is learnt to have sent an application which only mentioned himself as mentor of Kings XI Punjab in the IPL while also stating that he has played with the current Indian team players. The BCCI has asked Sehwag to send a detailed application with a full CV. PTI



Rumman Raes named Wahab Riaz’s replacement LONDON



Pakistan’s Rumman Raes has been approved as a replacement for the injured Wahab Riaz at the ongoing Champions Trophy, the International Cricket Council announced on Tuesday. Riaz suffered an ankle injury during Pakistan’s defeat by India last Sunday. Rumman, also a left-arm fast bowler, has represented Pakistan in two Twenty20 Internationals to date. AFP



Weather mars India’s training



Mark Wood took the key wicket of Kane Williamson as England booked its place in the semifinals of the Champions Trophy with an 87-run win over New Zealand at Cardiff on Tuesday. New Zealand, set 311 for victory, was bowled out with 39 balls remaining. The Kiwis were in the hunt while captain Williamson, fresh from a hundred in the Black Caps’ opening rainmarred no result against Australia, was making 87. But fast bowler Wood made the key breakthrough to dismiss the star batsman. Then, as happened after Williamson’s departure against Australia, the Kiwis lost a cluster of wickets. Wood’s fellow paceman Jake Ball was named ‘man-ofthe-match’ for a miserly return of two for 31 in eight overs up front. Victory saw England into the last four of a tournament featuring the world’s top eight one-day international sides after an eight-wicket defeat of Bangladesh at the Oval last week, regardless of the result of its last Group A match against arch-rival Australia at Edgbaston on Saturday. England was in danger of falling short of 300 after Joe Root (64), Alex Hales (56) and Ben Stokes (48) all got out when well set. But Jos Buttler's dashing unbeaten 61 helped take them to 310.



London



New Zealand lost its first wicket just four balls into their innings when Luke Ronchi was clean bowled for a golden duck by Ball. Martin Guptill (27) and Williamson dug in before the former edged an intended drive off all-rounder Stokes to Root at a wide slip. England captain Eoin Morgan, shuffling his pack, recalled Wood and the Durham quick duly delivered the wicket his side badly needed when a rising ball took Williamson's glove and diving wicket-keeper Buttler clung on to the catch. It was the end of Williamson’s 98-ball innings featuring eight fours. And when Taylor (39) holed out off Ball to midwicket, New Zealand were 168 for four in the 34th over. Jimmy Neesham hit a six off Plunkett but fell next ball when he found Hales in the deep.



The wretched weather that washed out Australia’s game against Bangladesh at the Oval on Monday spilled over into the next morning, forcing India to cancel its training plan.



Serving it up: Jos Buttler played some innovative shots, including this ‘Dilscoop’, against New Zealand on Tuesday. GARETH COPLEY/GETTY IMAGES *



SCOREBOARD



England: Jason Roy b Milne 13 (23b, 2x4), Alex Hales b Milne 56 (62b, 3x4, 2x6), Joe Root b Anderson 64 (65b, 4x4, 2x6), Eoin Morgan c Ronchi b Anderson 13 (12b, 2x4), Ben Stokes c Milne b Boult 48 (53b, 4x4, 2x6), Jos Buttler (not out) 61 (48b, 2x4, 2x6), Moeen Ali c Boult b Anderson 12 (11b, 1x6), Adil Rashid lbw b Santner 12 (11b, 1x4), Liam Plunkett c Southee b Milne 15 (10b, 1x4, 1x6), Mark Wood c Taylor b Southee 0 (1b), Jake Ball c Boult b Southee 0 (1b); Extras (lb-5, w-11): 16; Total (in 49.3 overs): 310. Fall of wickets: 1-37 (Roy, 7.6 overs), 2-118 (Hales, 20.6), 3134 (Morgan, 24.3), 4-188 (Root, 33.3), 5-210 (Stokes,



37.3), 6-230 (Moeen, 40.3), 7260 (Rashid, 43.6), 8-309 (Plunkett, 48.6), 9-310 (Wood, 49.2). New Zealand bowling: Southee 9.3-0-44-2, Boult 10-0-56-1, Milne 10-0-79-3, Anderson 90-55-3, Santner 8-0-54-1, Neesham 3-0-17-0. New Zealand: Martin Guptill c Root b Stokes 27 (33b, 4x4), Luke Ronchi b Ball 0 (1b), Kane Williamson c Buttler b Wood 87 (98b, 8x4), Ross Taylor c Root b Ball 39 (59b, 3x4), Neil Broom lbw b Rashid 11 (21b), James Neesham c Hales b Plunkett 18 (14b, 1x4, 1x6), Corey Anderson c Hales b Plunkett 10 (15b, 1x4), Mitchell Santner st Buttler b Rashid 3 (9b), Adam Milne c Rashid b Plunkett 10



(11b, 1x4), Tim Southee c Roy b Plunkett 2 (6b), Trent Boult (not out) 0 (0b); Extras (b-4, lb-8, w-4): 16; Total (in 44.3 overs): 223. Fall of wickets: 1-1 (Ronchi, 0.4), 2-63 (Guptill, 13.3), 3-158 (Williamson, 30.2), 4-168 (Taylor, 33.4), 5-191 (Neesham, 36.6), 6-194 (Broom, 37.6), 7205 (Santner, 41.0), 8-211 (Anderson, 42.5), 9-223 (Milne, 44.1). England bowling: Ball 8-231-2, Wood 9-0-32-1, Plunkett 9.3-0-55-4, Stokes 8-0-46-1, Rashid 10-0-47-2. Toss: New Zealand. Man-of-the-match: Jake Ball. England won by 87 runs.



Former Kiwi pacer says lack of moisture on pitch is not doing bowlers any good Shreedutta Chidananda LONDON



Australia and Bangladesh saw Monday’s Champions Trophy match at The Oval washed out just four overs short of forcing a result in a blow to both teams’ hopes of reaching the semi-finals. Having been rescued by the rain last week, London’s inclement weather turned the tables on Australia and left it needing to win their last Group A match to avoid going out. It was the second straight ‘no result’ for Australia after a similar outcome against New Zealand at Edgbaston last Friday. It just has two points in the standings, meaning it must beat England in Birmingham on Saturday to have any chance of advancing to the semifinals. Bangladesh is also in peril after being bowled out for 182 by Australia and then looking set to lose with its opponent handily placed 100 runs from victory with nine wickets in hand and 34



There was never any doubt that this was going to be a high-scoring Champions Trophy. In the first week, all completed games have seen tall totals, with little assistance for bowlers from the conditions. The ball has not swung, spun or seamed much. Simon Doull cannot decide if this run-fest is a good thing or a bad one. As a medium-fast bowler for New Zealand, Doull took 98 Test wickets, but these days he is a commentator, and a familiar presence on Indian TV from his work at the IPL every year. “As a bowler in the day that I played, I wouldn’t like it. As a commentator now, I probably don’t mind it so much,” he laughs.



SCOREBOARD



*



AFP



overs remaining when the rain came down. Needing to bat 20 overs to conjure up a result, Australia sat anxiously through a three-hour wait, willing away the clouds, but a persistent drizzle kept the covers on before the umpires abandoned play. David Warner had become the quickest Australian batsmen to reach 4,000 ODI runs achieved in 93 innings — on his way to an unbeaten 40 with captain Steve Smith not out on 22 when Australia came off after 16 overs at 83 for one.



AUSTRALIA VS BANGLADESH



Bangladesh: 182. Australia: David Warner (not out) 40 (44b, 2x4), Aaron Finch lbw b Rubel Hossain 19 (27b, 3x4), Steve Smith (not out) 22 (25b, 1x4); Extras (lb-1, w-1): 2; Total (for one wkt. in 16 overs): 83.



Fall of wicket: 1-45 (7.5 overs). Bangladesh bowling: Mustafizur 5-0-27-0, Mortaza 6-0-30-0, Rubel 4-0-21-1, Mehedi 1-0-4-0. Result: Match abandoned, no result.



Good drainage system “What we’ve seen around the world and even in India with the great drainage systems is that people are finding it hard to get water into the pitches, to hold moisture in the pitches, to grow the grass and get seam movement out of them. “We’ve seen that in England quite a bit of late. That certainly doesn’t help. At tournaments like the Champions Trophy and the World Cup, people want to see runs.”



The forecast for Thursday is not good, the Met Office predicting that it would be the wettest day of the rest of the week, with a 60% chance of rain in the afternoon.



Pakistan’s pride at stake against S. Africa



ENGLAND VS NEW ZEALAND



Aussies have to win last group match London



India, which is set to face Sri Lanka at the Oval in two days’ time, now has reason to worry.



After training, some players were due to conduct a coaching clinic as part of the ICC’s Cricket for Good pro-



Brendon lies by the seat of his pants, Kane is methodical: Simon Doull



Reuters



Australia was frustrated on Monday, when a match it was on course to win comfortably was abandoned.



Virat Kohli’s men were scheduled to hold a practice session at the London School of Economics on Tuesday morning.



Another ‘no result’ dampens hopes



David Warner.



gramme. But both events were cancelled owing to heavy rain.



Special Correspondent



CHAMPIONS TROPHY



Expert interpretation: Simon Doull has his own take on the ideal Indian bowling combination.



It is a tough time to be a bowler, Doull agrees. “Pace bowlers are just going to have to get something out of these surfaces, try and swing the ball a little bit, maybe go cross seam which we saw Australia do, and see if they get some reverse swing towards the back end. It’s about a little bit of innovation and some patience.” Doull has seen a great deal of India’s pace bowlers at this year’s IPL. He understands the conundrum Virat Kohli faces in having to drop at least one of the four, but is in agreement with the decision to choose Bhuvneshwar Kumar ahead of Mohammed Shami. “There are two guarantees for me, Umesh Yadav



and Jasprit Bumrah. Yadav because of his pace, and if the ball is going to reverse later on, he exploits it best. “But you can still swing (conventional) the ball, and that’s why I’d go with Bhuvy. They are nice decisions to have to make. Because you still have Shami, who is very very good, as back-up, and provides good slower balls and yorkers towards the end. “What you might lack a little bit at the death if you play Bhuvy, you pick up at the front.” Doull’s own team, New Zealand, has a decent pack of fast bowlers but it is the lack of a world-class spinner that worriers the 47-year-old. “We’re trying to find one



in Santner. “He’s a very good all-rounder but he’s not a world-class spinner. “Will he be in time? Maybe. The problem with our guys is that they don’t play enough domestic cricket. “Santner needs a season of four-day cricket, bowling 35-40 overs in a game for five games in a row, and learning the art of bowling. “We just don’t get time for that because they’re always playing international cricket.” It was not going to be easy for New Zealand, Doull admits, to transition to Kane Williamson’s leadership following the retirement of Brendon McCullum. “The change was always going to be huge. “They’re two completely different characters. Brendon flies by the seat of his pants; he is an outrageous cricketer, an outrageous talent. “Kane is very methodical, very thoughtful about the game, he’s what we’d call a ‘cricket nuffie’, a guy who doesn’t stop thinking about the game. “Brendon just played it by instinct; he was brilliantly talented at it and still is. “The transition has been very different. I don’t think we’re any worse. We’re still a good side.”



Agence France-Presse



PLAYING TODAY



Birmingham



DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



Mickey Arthur has no doubt Pakistan will be “up for the fight” when it faces his native South Africa in the Champions Trophy after a humiliating defeat by India. Yet, worryingly for Pakistan coach Arthur, there is the potential for an even more lopsided match when it returns to Edgbaston on Wednesday — and that’s not simply because South Africa is on top of the ICC One-Day International rankings while Pakistan is eighth. Pakistan must somehow raise its game to beat a



Pakistan v South Africa STAR Sports 1 (SD & HD) 6 p.m.



DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



South Africa side which defeated Sri Lanka by 96 runs in its opening fixture if it is to have any chance of reaching the semifinals. The cliche of Pakistan’s ‘unpredictability’ may be wearing thin, at least in ODI cricket. South Africa, however, has a nasty habit of not playing to its potential in ICC tournaments and de Villiers promised it was not about to “get ahead of ourselves”.



POINTS TABLE TEAM Group A England Australia Bangladesh New Zealand Group B India South Africa Sri Lanka Pakistan



M



W



L



NR



PTS



NRR



2 2 2 2



2 0 0 0



0 0 1 1



0 2 1 1



4 2 1 1



+1.069 0.000 -0.407 -1.740



1 1 1 1



1 1 0 0



0 0 1 1



0 0 0 0



2 2 0 0



+3.024 +1.920 -1.920 -3.024



*Standings after the England-New Zealand match



Why is the selection panel not picking the head coach? G. Viswanath Mumbai



The Supreme Court-appointed Committee of Administrators (CoA) and the BCCI don’t appear to be enforcing the Justice Lodha Committee’s recommendations in selecting India’s head coach. As per the recommendations, validated by the apex court, only the men’s selection committee can pick the coach.



No reference The Lodha panel doesn’t make any reference to the Cricket Advisory Committee (CAC), which has been set the task instead. The relevant part of the recommendation says: “The men’s Selection Committee ... shall also be responsible



for vetting and selecting Coaches and Support Staff ... as well as providing evaluation reports of the respective team performances to the Apex Council on a quarterly basis.” It’s a fact that the BCCI has not implemented the Supreme Court order dated July 18, 2016. But it did alter the composition of its senior selection committee, easing out Jatin Paranjape and Gagan Khoda, in keeping with the directive recommending a three-member body of retired Test cricketers. A senior BCCI official wondered why the Board, so prompt to apply the recommendation pertaining to the composition of the selection committee, had not tasked the selectors with choosing the head coach.



Why we inject cricket with a greater moral purpose We pour into sport our highest emotions and our greatest passions because that is a way of rescuing it from meaninglessness



BETWEEN WICKETS suresh menon



It is facile to say that Indians do not understand the concept of “conflict of interest”. We have had in a parliamentary panel on anti-tobacco legislation an MP known as the “beedi king of Maharashtra”. Vijay Mallya, of Kingfisher Airlines, served on the parliamentary panel on civil aviation. It is not that we don’t understand the concept — we merely turn a blind eye to it, arguing that parliamentary panels, for instance, need “experts” in the field. Our faith in the integrity of our businessmen and politicians is touching. CM YK



Why therefore should we make such a big deal about conflicts of interest in cricket? The simple answer, of course, is that just because it is condoned elsewhere, it does not follow that cricket should too. It is ethically wrong, even if sometimes it is legal, as in the case of Rahul Dravid and others who are given a ten-month contract with the BCCI so they can then sign a two-month contract with an IPL team. Contracts with in-built loopholes are a testimony to the nudge-nudge, wink-wink style of the BCCI’s functioning. They go against the spirit of the game. Many greats have played the dual game, but that doesn’t make it right. In 1956, as selector, Don Bradman picked the Australian team to England. He then wrote on the series for the Daily Mail. “He set an unusual precedent,” wrote his biographer Irving Rosenwater subtly. In a clear-headed letter following his



resignation from the Committee of Administrators, Ramachandra Guha makes a forceful point: “The BCCI management is too much in awe of the superstars to question their violation of norms and procedures. “For their part, BCCI office-bearers like to enjoy discretionary powers, so that the coaches or commentators they favour are indebted to them and do not ever question their own mistakes or malpractices.”



Indictment of the system Guha’s letter indicts the system, and if the BCCI (or the CoA, which sometimes looks and acts like the BCCI in different clothes) has the interests of the game at heart, then it will have to be acted upon. It has brought into focus another aspect of cricket corruption — the ethical one. It has taken a fan of cricket — and not just a fan of cricketers, which is what most Indians are — to point out the anomalies. Guha has made the sensible



suggestion that conflicts of interest which exist from the highest level to the lowest are best dealt with at the top, saying, “This would have a ripple effect downwards.” So why cricket? Why should the sport — which is believed to mirror society — answer to a higher morality than other fields of human endeavour? To understand this, one must acknowledge the essential nature of sport. It is artificial, it is in the large sense meaningless, it is “something that does not matter but is performed as if it did,” to quote Simon Barnes. The very artificiality of sport gives us the right to inject it with a greater moral purpose than, say, business or politics. Even politicians who are otherwise known to be shady are expected to be honest on the sports field. Bill Clinton might have cheated on his wife, but had he cheated on a golf course, there would have been no redemption.



Being artificial means sport is not of the real world; the sharp practices of the real world should not be allowed to seep into sport. Thus sport cannot be a mere reflection of society, but has to belong to a higher realm, a fantasy world where everything is perfect. Or should aim to be.



Aspire for perfection The argument here is not that cricket is perfect, but that it ought to aspire towards perfection, both on and off the field. The process is important even if the product sometimes disappoints. We pour into sport our highest emotions and our greatest passions because that is a way of rescuing it from meaninglessness. It is relevant because our emotions make it relevant — and it gives us an opportunity to coat the essential artificiality of the activity with the reality of our most positive feelings.



Cricket is full of contradictions. Administrators who should be preserving its status as a touchstone of goodness cheat and lie, and live for the bottom line. Players who understand its place in society and owe everything to it, compromise for the extra dollar. It is a sickening win-win situation: the BCCI keeps the players happy in return for their silence. One or the other group has to ensure they are guardians of the sport. In India, it was finally the Supreme Court which took upon itself that role because neither officials nor players had the inclination. Guha’s letter has raised some fundamental questions. Not just about the BCCI or the CoA. But about our relationship with cricket. And how much we are willing to ignore uncomfortable truths so long as a Kohli scores a hundred or an Ashwin claims five wickets. Passion should be made of sterner stuff. M ND-ND
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Emphasis on itness helped Sai Praneeth



IN BRIEF



PSPB routs Telangana Sports Bureau Lucknow



If he keeps an eye on his itness, he will keep winning, says Gopi Chand



Bosz is new coach of Dortmund BERLIN



V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM



Dutchman Peter Bosz has been named as the new coach of Borussia Dortmund, the German giant announced on Tuesday. “Peter Bosz is the new BVB Head Coach. Contract will last until 2019,” Dortmund said on its Englishlanguage Twitter account. AFP



HYDERABAD



Indian men lose to Germany DUSSELDORF



Germany overpowered India 2-0 in the three-nations invitation hockey tournament here on Tuesday. Germany had won 2-1 against Belgium, drew 2-2 with India and lost 5-2 to Belgium in its opening match. It finished with seven points while India earned four points. The results: Germany 2 (Thies Ole Prinz 7, Timm Herzbruch 60) bt India 0. On Monday: India 3 (Harmanpreet Singh 34, 38, Ramandeep Singh 49) bt Belgium 2 (Amaury Keusters 13, Tangui Cosyns 45+). PTI



Kritagya restricts East



What is the secret behind B. Sai Praneeth’s success? Well, India’s chief national coach, P. Gopi Chand, reveals that the gifted shuttler was given a stern message early this year to improve his fitness or else he will not go far in the big league. And, as part of this emphasis on Praneeth’s training programme, he was made to skip the All England championship and the Swiss Open this year so that he could focus more on fitness. Now, the results are there for everyone to see, says Gopi to The Hindu at his Academy here on Tuesday. “I always believed that Praneeth is as gifted a player as Chetan (Anand). There is very little to be worried about his game as he is a class player on his day. Remember, he had earlier beaten the likes of Lee Chong Wei, Taufik Hidayat. But, fitness was a major area of concern,” Gopi said.



Fulilling promise: B. Sai Praneeth, who won the Thailand Open last Sunday, is lanked by coaches Amrish Shinde and Siddarth Jain at the Gopi Chand Academy. V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM *



“Exactly for this reason, we had long training sessions for him with emphasis on fitness along with the definite need to keep improving his game to be right up there in the circuit,” the former All England champion said. “I am sure, if he keeps an eye on his fitness, he will keep winning many more major titles in the days to come. Honestly, I was not surprised



when Praneeth won back-toback titles in the Singapore Open Super Series and then Thai Open,” he said. For their part, the two coaches Amrish Shinde and Siddarth Jain who were there when Praneeth won the Thai Open, feel that the best part of the 24-year-old shuttler’s twin-triumph was his remarkable control over his strokes. “He showed great



Sriram Balaji advances



CHENNAI



Kritagya Kumar’s fourwicket haul helped Central bowl out East for 139 on day one of the fifth round match in the BCCI under-19 inter-zonal cricket tournament here on Tuesday. In another match, West, riding on half-centuries from Atharva Kale and Urvil Patle, ended the day on 240 for eight against South. The scores: East 139 in 46.5 overs (Shresth Sagar 52, Atul Singh Surwar 39, Kritagya Kumar four for 17, Parth Rekhade three for 25) vs Central 9 for no loss in 2.1 overs. West 240 for eight in 73 overs (Atharva Kale 70, Urvil Patel 78, U. Mukilesh three for 71, Aman Khan three for 44) vs South.



BFC draws North Korean side



Sports Bureau Namangan (Uzbekistan)



Second seed Sriram Balaji outplayed Shohruh Abdumalikov of Uzbekistan 6-1, 6-1 in the first round of the $25,000 ITF Futures tennis tournament in Namangan on Tuesday. The Indian players had a tough time in Singapore as Sidharth Rawat and Sanam Singh were beaten in the singles first round. The results:: $25,000 ITF men, Namangan, Uzbekistan: First round: Sriram Balaji bt Shohruh Abdumalikov (Uzb) 6-1, 6-1; Mihail Khaldeev (Rus) bt Kaza Vinayak Sharma 3-0 (retd.). Doubles (pre-quarterfinals): Daniyar Duldaev (Kgz) & Mohit



Mayur bt Grigoriy Lomakin (Kaz) & Vladimir Polyakov (Rus) 6-4, 6-4. $15,000 ITF men, Singapore: First round: Jacob Grils (Aus) bt Sidharth Rawat 6-2, 6-4; Nicholas Hu (US) bt Sanam Singh 6-3, 6-1. Doubles (prequarterfinals): Yuichi Ito (Jpn) & Nam Hoang Ly (Vie) bt Suraj Prabodh & Manish Sureshkumar 6-1, 6-2; Jake Delaney (Aus) & Benjamin Hannestad (Den) bt Sidharth Rawat & Dalwinder Singh 2-1 (retd.). $15,000 ITF men, Hua Hin, Thailand: First round: Karunuday Singh bt Mousheg Hovhannisyan (US) 3-6, 6-3, 7-5; Patrick Daciek (US) bt Siddharth Vishwakarma 1-6, 6-2, 6-3; Niki Poonacha bt Palaphoom Kovapitukted (Tha)



The results: Pool A: MPSCB 1 (Mumtaz Ahmed) bt Rajasthan 0; PSPB 16 (Gurjinder Singh 3, Diwakar Ram 3, Tushar Khandker 2, Lalit Upadhyay 2, Sumit 2, Devinder Walmiki 2, Varun Kumar, VR Raghunath) bt Telangana 0. Pool B: CRPF 21 (Bikash Kujur 6, Balram Dahiya 5, Jayant Tirkey 3, Wasiullah Khan 3, Saroj Ekka 2, Prasant Tirkey, Sher Singh) bt Andaman & Nicobar 1 (Surju Sahu); Hockey Him 3 (Jatin, Amit Malhotra, Sumit Sonkar) bt Andhra Pradesh 2 (Ashok Reddy Meenakuru, Pruthvi Boddapati). Pool C: Coorg (Biddappa Bachira 2, KT Kunjappa) bt Vidarbha 2 (Fahim Sayyad, Riyaz Qureshi). Sports Authority of Gujarat 3 (Ruchit Patel, Akash Shelar, Paumil Adhari) bt Uttarakhand 2 (Vikas Pant, Vikas Joshi).



\ DELHI ROUND-UP \



Collage crushes Subhania An all-round performance, that began with Kshitij Sharma’s careful innings, continued by Saurabh Dhaliwal, and then finished by the bowlers saw Collage Cricket Club crush Subhania Cricket Club by 231 runs in a lopsided semifinal of the 42nd Lala Raghubir Singh Hot Weather tournament. Put in to bat, Collage lost regular wickets early on before smashing the Subhania bowlers all around and pile up 350 runs. Gaurav Tomar was dismissed in the third over followed by Shivam four overs later. Kshitij and Chetan Bisht had a 66-run stand but after that was broken, Dhaliwal and the lower order batsmen went for broke. Subhania’s best bowler on the day, Akash Sudan, had to be pulled out of the attack after stepping on the danger area twice while the rest were pedestrian, conceding 115 runs in the last four overs. Dhaliwal scored an unbeaten 114 off a mere 38 balls. The chase was a contrast with Subhania never recovering from the early dismissal of Akash Antil. The huge total added to the pressure and the batsmen



6-2, 6-1. $25,000 ITF women, Namangan, Uzbekistan: First round: Dhruthi Venugopal bt Ksenia Palkina (Kgz) 6-1, 6-2. Doubles (pre-quarterfinals): Kyra Shroff & Dhruthi Venugopal bt Valentina Shleyn & Shakhsiya Tukhtamatova (Uzb) 6-2, 6-1. $15,000 ITF women, Banja Luka, Bosnia & Herzegovina: First round: Riya Bhatia bt Valentina Likic (Ger) 6-3, 6-3. $15,000 ITF women, Gimcheon, Korea: First round: Prerna Bhambri bt Nudnida Luangnam (Tha) 6-3, 6-0. Doubles (pre-quarterfinals): Kim Dabin & Lee So-Ra (Kor) bt Minami Akiyama (Jpn) & Prerna Bhambri 6-3, 6-1.



KOLKATA



Around 400 rowers from 17 States will take part in the National sub-junior rowing championships, starting at the Rabindra Sarobar here from Wednesday. Competitions will be held for under-13 and under-15 boys and girls in single and double sculls, pairs and fours. “The winners will take part in the National junior championship later this year and depending on their performance, the rowers can



< >



The target is to prepare rowers for the Asian and World junior events.



Girish Phadnis, Secretary, RFI



join the National junior camp which is underway in Hyderabad. The target is to prepare rowers for the Asian and World junior events in the coming months,” said Rowing Federation of India secretary Girish Phadnis at a press conference here on Tuesday. Phadnis said considering



Paul opts for voluntary suspension



Chhattisgarh girls ride on Gulabsha’s show



Special Correspondent



NOIDA



Last year’s runner-up Bengaluru Football Club (BFC) will take on April 25 Sports Club of North Korea in its two-legged interzonal semifinals play-off of the AFC Cup in August and September. This was announced at the draw held in Kuala Lumpur on Tuesday. BFC, which booked a knockout stage berth after finishing as the Group E winner, will play the host on August 23, before heading to Pyongyang for the second leg match on September 13.



Tamil Nadu boys recovered from an erratic start to defeat Haryana 76-72 in a Group-A league match of the 68th National junior basketball championships at the Shiv Nadar University here on Tuesday. Tamil Nadu trailed 30-43 at half-time and was down 54-62 before swinging the match around in the last quarter, both in scoring 22 points and defending stoutly. It was a welcome return to form for Tamil Nadu which had suffered an 87-89 defeat at the hands of Rajasthan.



In girls’ section, Gulabsha Ali scored 51 points in Chhattisgarh’s 92-86 win over Kerala, despite being subdued in the fourth quarter. The results: Boys, Group-A: Tamil Nadu 76 (K.M. Arvind 26, R.S. Sanjai 16, Sheldin Razhak 16) bt Haryana 72 (Rinku 33, Manu Bhardwaj 24). Rajasthan 89 (R. Sumit 24, Rajeev 21, Ashish 13) bt Tamil Nadu 87 (Shanmugam 30, S. Roshan 16, Arvind 13). Punjab 75 (Principal Singh 18, Swapnil Sharma 16, K.G. Singh 14) bt Chhattisgarh 42 (Salim Ali 14, Anurag Dubey 11). Group-B: Kerala 92 (Amal Reghu 36, J.J. George 21, M. Shiras 18, Sejin Mathew 10) bt



Yuvraj Rathi’s unbeaten 211 off just 111 balls was more than what the entire opposition could manage as MRV Academy thrashed ACE Academy by 127 runs in the ACE u-12 tournament. The scores: MRV Academy 299 for two in 30 overs (Yuvraj Rathi 211 not out) bt ACE Academy 172 in 26.4 overs (Yash Bhatia 65, Abhiraj Singh 35).



the stipulation that there must be equal representation of both genders from a country in the Olympics, it was necessary to focus on the promotion of women’s rowing. “Hence, we have to give attention to grassroots in order to develop rowers for the future,” said Phadnis. The four-day meet will also coincide with the Challenger Sprint National rowing championships, which will be open for rowers who have finished outside the medal bracket in the last National championship.



TN boys recover to beat Haryana Special Correspondent



Yuvraj scores 211 n.o.



KOLKATA



Chandigarh 82 (Amir 31, Anuj 28); Kerala 93 (Amal 40, Joshua 21, Muhammed Shiras 18) bt Delhi 83 (Manik Hooda 18, Abhishek 17, Nitish 14, Aditya 12). Girls: Group-A: Kerala 48 bt Gujarat 28; Karnataka 45 (Sanjana Ramesh 18, Harshitha 14) bt Delhi 37 (Meena 16, Sushantika 10). Chhattisgarh 92 (Gulabsha Ali 51, Megha 18) bt Kerala 86 (Anisha 27, Sreekala 20, Jayalakshmi 19). Karnataka 42 (S. Ramesh 14, Rajvi 12) bt Gujarat 20. Group-B: Tamil Nadu 79 (M. Nishanthi 19, S. Pushpa 14) bt Punjab 44; Maharashtra 79 bt Haryana 28 (Manjeet Nehra 11).



Davis Cup singles to be shortened to three sets Agence France-Presse



Special Correspondent



FOOTBALL



NEW DELHI



six in 40 overs (Saurabh Dhaliwal 114 not out, Kshitij Sharma 103, Naman Sharma 33, Chetan Bisht 32) bt Subhania 119 in 22.1 overs (Ravinder three for 19, Varun Sood three for 36). Friends Club 248 in 39.2 overs (Rajender Bisht 140) lost to Sporting Club 251 for six in 37.3 overs (Himanshu Rana 80, Kuldeep Hooda 53, Vikas Hathwala 39).



Competitions will be held in under-13 and 15 categories



BASKETBALL



Press Trust of India



perished going for desperate shots. The team was shot out for 119. In the final quarterfinal, India u-19 player Himanshu Rana and Kuldeep Hooda helped Sporting CC beat Friends Club by four wickets even as Rajender Bisht’s fighting 140 went in vain for the losing side. Sporting will now take on Vidya Jain Cricket Academy for a spot in the final. The scores: Collage 350 for



Natl. sub-junior rowing from today



TENNIS



Sports Reporter



composure under pressure especially in the final which we feel is the best match he played for he never was stretched in the Thai Open before that,” they said. “What was impressive in Praneeth’s game was his improved display in defence. He was really solid and even when he was stretched a few times in the final, he was focused and showed very high concentration levels. Consequently, he clinched the big points,” said the coaches. “It is a great feeling to be the coach when two Indians battled it out in the Singapore Open. It makes things so easy for us as there is very little pressure on us as either way we are all happy,” said Siddarth, who took to coaching at the instance of Gopi and is enjoying the role now. Praneeth believes this is the best phase of his career. “I don’t think I have to change my style even as I make a conscious effort to keep improving my fitness levels,” he said.



Drag-flickers Gurjinder Singh and Diwakar Ram led the goalspree for Petroleum Sports Promotion Board (PSPB) in its 16-0 victory over Telangana on the second day of the National men’s hockey championships B-Division here on Tuesday.
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The National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) has placed footballer Subrata Paul under provisional suspension following a request from the ace goalkeeper. Paul, who tested positive for a banned substance Terbutaline Beta-2 Agonist during the National camp in Mumbai on March 18, was provisionally suspended in the last week of May. NADA did not suspend him provisionally on the ground that Terbutaline Beta-2 Agonist was a “specified substance.” This allowed Paul to play for his club, DSK Shivajians, in the Federation Cup at Cuttack last month.



Troubled times: Subrata Paul was provisionally suspended in the last week of may. *



Apparently, Paul applied for a voluntary suspension after his team’s exit from the tournament on the conclusion of the group stage on May 13. “Paul opted for voluntary (provisional) suspension. So, he stands suspended,” said NADA director general Navin



Agarwal on Tuesday. Paul’s case is likely to come up for hearing before a disciplinary panel shortly. In case he is found guilty and is placed under a period of ineligibility, then the duration of his provisional suspension will be deducted from the overall ban period.



Paris



Davis Cup matches will be played on a best-of-three set basis instead of the traditional five, organisers announced on Tuesday, as a number of changes were made to the 117-year-old event. The team tournament has struggled to get the sport’s top players to commit to it on a regular basis in an already crammed tennis schedule. In a series of reforms, it was announced that all singles matches will be played as best-of-three sets. However, Davis Cup ties will retain the three-day format, with doubles still played on the Saturday over the best-of-five sets. Other changes will see the finalists in both the Davis Cup and Fed Cup women’s tournament guaranteed the choice of hosting their first-round tie in the following year. The ‘dead rubber’ policy will also be amended to reduce the number of meaningless rubbers. “The Davis Cup and Fed Cup are two of the most iconic team competitions in sport, but there is no doubt change is needed to ensure that we maximise their full potential,” said ITF president David Haggerty. The changes are expected to be approved at the the next ITF annual general meeting at Ho Chi Minh City in August.
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(set by xChequer)



11 Savages in reclaimed ghetto controlling area (5)



8



12 Blot on society, slander say, in retrospect (6) 9
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14 Women's bash — they debate showers to celebrate new arrival (3,3,5,4)



12 13



14



15



17 Old ass without energy or wildcat? (6)
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20
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18 Disciplinary power being very easily corrupted (5)



21



22



22 Iron ist ultimately used in state security (6)



23



24



25



23 No chance to act at West End in London (8) 24 Sambar for one, very thoughtful (8)



■ ACROSS 7 Ruling queen on a bottled drink (6) 8 Snake, to wit, term yielding traitor, primarily (3-5) 9 16 in England and a saint? Nonsense (4,4) 10 Pupils admitted in institute essentially (6)
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25 New school books (6)



2 Full skirt, navy, stocked by inished length (6) 3 Lawyer with guts, in fact (5)



Last thoughts



4 Dished inside out, toothy rogue, seen in Tom and Jerry for instance (3,5) 5 Golden tin periodically placed here? (8) 6 Throw one of this and die for this igure (5) 8 I know right and wrong to be ultimately baseless (4,2,5,2) 13 Yes, a wall to be built on Mexico's border — why not? (3,2,4) 15 Groom to help at home? Then one in couple normally set to row (8)



Solution to puzzle 12026 16 Anonymous underwriter tipped to cover extremely ordinary person (8)



■ DOWN 1 Explosive latent, blasting cap does this (9)



FAITH



SUDOKU



19 Dine, raving over shelled ingredient in salad (6) 20 Done for retired neighbour, extremely urgent (5) 21 Get normal in prison (5)



B A D R G C A I I N MA B T O U I N D S



R I D G E S L L D UM E C O V E A G N N O N S T E B T H E D A R K O E N U L B A N S P K N E D E A F W R A T R U D E S O E U T E N S E I C



P A R K Y R O O I L L A G E M L U U B B O R N S A T E C A S H K N I S T E R O L C A H I E R A A G N L A I D D E E O A S T S



Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku



Sometimes if one does not have a proper understanding of the philosophical implications of a statement, one is apt to become confused. That is why it is important to study scriptural texts through an Acharya, said Valayapet Ramachariar in a discourse. Tirukacchi Nambi used to have conversations with Lord Varadaraja of Kanchipuram, and one of the instructions the Lord conveyed to Ramanuja through Tirukacchi Nambi was that antima smrti of the Lord was not necessary for a prapanna. In other words, a man on his death bed did not have to think of the Lord if he had surrendered. The saranagati he had resorted to would ensure that he got moksha. But we find Vedanta Desika putting what seems a strange request before the Lord. Desika says that he wants his last thoughts to be of Krishna with His peacock feather and flute. Now Desika had resorted to Saranagati. So why did he want his last thoughts to be of Him when the Lord had said that was unnecessary? Why would Desika do something contrary to divine instruction? Once a person has surrendered, the Lord will ensure that that person’s last thoughts are of Him. Desika knows this. All that he is therefore asking is that the vision of the Lord that is guaranteed to him as he draws his last breath should be of the Lord as Krishna. He is asking for a vision of a particular manifestation of the Lord, since anyway antima smrti is assured for one who has surrendered. A person who has surrendered does not have to make an effort to keep his last thoughts on the Lord. It will automatically happen that way. Surrender, therefore, ensures not only moskha, but also ensures that the last thoughts of the person who surrenders will be of the Supreme One, and not of anything else or anyone else. M ND-ND
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Rajpal, Priyanshi stun top seeds



IN BRIEF



Special Correspondent Pune



Gazza goal still haunts Murray PARIS



Andy Murray’s response was not a happy one when asked for his most vivid memory of watching Scotland play England ahead of this weekend’s World Cup football qualifier. “One of goals that I remember was Gascoigne’s. I remember that pretty clearly. That was obviously an unbelievable bit of skill,” said Murray, referring to Paul Gascoigne’s brilliant individual effort in a 2-0 England victory at Euro 1996. AFP



Memory fails Nishikori ahead of Murray reunion



Come on! After taking time to get into rhythm, Latvia’s Jelena Ostapenko unleashed a barrage of forehand winners that Caroline Wozniacki had no answers to. AFP *



Bacsinszky bests Mladenovic Ostapenko enters her irst Grand Slam semiinal



PARIS



Kei Nishikori confessed to recalling little of his five-set win over Andy Murray at last year’s US Open ahead of their quarterfinal. “Actually I’m very bad with the memories,” Nishikori said sheepishly. “I don't even know if I win or lost. I won?” REUTERS



Arsenal lands Kolasinac for free LONDON



Arsene Wenger’s first activity in the transfer market since signing a new contract last week is to secure the services of Bosnian international defender Sead Kolasinac on a free transfer. Kolasinac joins the FA Cup winner from Schalke 04. AFP
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Dhananjay Khadilkar



ROLAND GARROS



Paris



Timea Bacsinszky reached the French Open women’s semifinals, beating Kristina Mladenovic 6-4, 6-4 in their rain-interrupted quarterfinal here on Tuesday. Switzerland’s Bacsinszky claimed a tense first set by breaking Frenchwoman Mladenovic’s serve thrice while dropping hers twice. Bacsinszky — seeded 30th — won the crucial ninth game to go 5-4 up and then successfully held serve to win the first set. The second resumed after a three hour rain break with the scores level at 1-1. The 13th seeded Mladenovic quickly got into her rhythm as she held serve and broke Bacsinszky’s in the fourth game to lead 3-1. However, her lead was short lived as Bacsinszky unleashed powerful backhand



shots to win the next three and lead 4-3 with a break up. Rain interrupted the match yet again but this time play resumed in just 20 minutes. Bacsinszky didn’t let her guard down after the break and held serve twice to win the set 6-4. The 28-year-old Swiss player has now reached her second semifinal at the French open in three years, after 2015. In the other quarterfinal, 11th seed Caroline Wozniacki was outclassed 4-6, 6-2, 6-2 by Jelena Ostapenko. The world No. 47 from Latvia took a while to get into rhythm even as the former world No. 1 motored ahead 5-1 in the first set. Ostapenko fought back spiritedly to win the next three games. However, she lost her serve trailing 4-5 to hand the first set to Wozni-



acki. The second set was a completely different story as Ostapenko struck powerful forehand winners to dominate her Danish opponent. The Latvian player wrapped up the set in 31 minutes. Ostapenko didn’t lift her foot off the pedal as she took just 33 minutes to win the third set and the match in style to reach her first Grand Slam semifinal. The two men’s quarterfinals — Novak Djokovic vs Dominic Thiem and Rafael Nadal vs Pablo Carreno Busta — that were supposed to take place on Tuesday, have been rescheduled for Wednesday.



THE RESULTS Women: Quarterfinals: Jelena Ostapenko (Lat) bt 11-Caroline Wozniacki (Den) 4-6, 6-2, 6-2; 30-Timea Bacsinszky (Sui) bt 13-Kristina Mladenovic (Fra) 6-4, 6-4.



Malhar Rajpal of Hong Kong and Priyanshi Bhandari of India upset the top seeds in the second round of the boys’ and girls’ sections respectively to enter the quarterfinals of the Arun Wakankar Memorial-ATF Asian Under-14 Series tennis tournament here. Malhar ousted Leston Vaz 6-3, 6-0. Local boy Arjun Gohad, a wild-card entrant, accounted for second seed Sidhharth Vaada 6-1, 6-4. In the girls’ second round, unseeded Priyanshi defeated Abhilasha Bista of Nepal 6-2, 6-1. The results: Second round: Boys: Malhar Rajpal (Hkg) bt Leston Vaz 6-3, 6-0; Vardhan Karkal bt Jai Gollapudi (USA)



6-7(3), 7-6(3), 6-4; Arjun Gohad bt Sidhharth Vaada 6-1, 6-4; Shashidhar Kota bt Anargha Ganguly 6-3, 6-1; Kartik Parhar bt Ved Kulkarni 6-1, 6-3; Vishesh Patel bt Daksh Agarwal 6-3, 6-3. Dev Patel bt Anshul Satav 6-2, 6-2; Dhanya Shah bt Hasith Gummuluru 6-0, 6-2. Girls: Priyanshi Bhandari bt Abhilasha Bista (Nep) 6-2, 6-1; Radhika Mahajan bt Shri Chandrakala Tentu 6-1, 6-3; Ria Washimkar bt Tanisha Pranjal 6-2, 6-2. Sanjana Sirimalla bt Mahi Tyagi 6-1, 6-2; Yana Dhamija bt Aarya Patil 2-6, 6-3, 6-3; Hrudaya Shah bt Roshni Ghosal 6-3, 6-2; Rijul Sidanale bt Athmika Sreenivas 6-2, 6-2; Rutuja Chaphalkar bt Riya Bhosale 6-0, 6-1.



Ramya advances Sports Bureau



complete a memorable win.



AURANGABAD



It turned out to be a forgettable day for seeded players in the first round of the $15000 Endurance Aurangabad Open Women’s ITF tennis here on Tuesday. While Ramya Natarajan stunned the top seed Snehadevi Reddy in a marathon battle, Mahek Jain and Yubarani Banerjee accounted for third seed Sowjanya Bavisetti and fourth seed Fiona Codino. Ramya saved eight match points to knock out Snehadevi 4-6,6-3,7-6(7). The Chennai girl first saved a match-point with Snehadevi serving for the match at 5-4 and 40-30 in the deciding set. Later in the tie-break, Snehadevi had the match all but wrapped up with a huge 6-1 lead. However, Ramya won eight of the next nine points to



The results: First round: Ramya Natarajan bt Snehadevi Reddy 4-6, 6-4, 7-6(6); Yubarani Banerjee bt Fiona Codino (Fra) 6-1, 6-3; Nidhi Chilumula bt Shivani Manjanna 6-2, 6-2; Rutuja Bhosale bt Tejasvi Kate 6-1, 6-4; Y. Pranjala bt Swara Kulkarni 6-2, 6-1; Vivien Klein (Ger) bt Hsin-Yuan Shih (Tpe) 6-4, 6-4; Manisha Foster (GBr) bt Kanika Vaidya 7-6(3), 2-6, 7-5; Mahak Jain bt Sowjanya Bavisetti 6-2, 6-0; Snehal Mane bt Advaita Saravanan 7-6(3), 4-6, 6-2; Xiaoxi Zhao (Chn) bt Rishika Sunkara 6-4, 7-5. Doubles: Manisha Foster (GBr) & Alexandra Walters (Aus) bt Aastha Dargude & Arthi Muniyan 6-1, 6-4; Kaaviya Balasubramanian & Shivani Manjanna bt Lalita Devarakonda & Saumya Vig 7-6 (2), 6-3; Rushmi Chakravarthi & Sai Samhitha Chamarthi bt Vasavi Ganesan & Advaita S. Saravanan 6-0, 6-3.



Jhingan, Lalpekhlua deliver for India Gurpreet Singh excels under the bar against Nepal Nandakumar Marar MUMBAI



Captain and goalkeeper Gurpreet Singh sparkled in India’s 2-0 victory over Nepal in a friendly at the Mumbai Football Arena on Tuesday. Two second-half goals by Sandesh Jhingan and Jeje Lalpekhlua enabled the home team quell a gritty display by the visitors. Jhingan scored the first goal in the 60th minute, slotting home a ball nodded down by a teammate into his path. Jeje’s strike in the 79th minute, off an assist from Mohammed Rafique, illustrated the difference in ability and experience between the sides. Nepal fought for possession till the end, but did not dominate at any stage. The visitors suffered a setback when captain and defender Biraj Mahajan went out with a red card. He



Clinical inish: Jeje Lalpekhlua, centre, scores India’s second goal against Nepal in a friendly on Tuesday. AFP *



fouled Bikash Jairu in desperation to stop the Indian substitute from running in on goal. The defence was caught napping and Jairu burst through, forcing the visitors’ captain to cross the danger line and suffer punishment.



Nepal gained in confidence in the second half. Sujal Shrestha found space to attempt a shot at target. Gurpreet showed his class by narrowing the angle and stretched out to his left and punched the ball away from danger. The home team



camped in the rival half in the early stage, forcing Nepal into closing defensive ranks. Constantine made a change, replacing Rowlin Borges in the midfield with Eugeneson Lyngdoh. Nepal goalkeeper Kiran Limbu was kept busy. Jhingan moved up for a flag kick by Mohammed Rafique. After the defence had cleared the first attempt, a floater by Rafique found Jhingan in position for a header, but he was pulled up for a foul. India survived a scare when custodian Gurpreeet advanced too far forward to clear a threat from Nawayug Shrestha, who was in pursuit of a defence-splitting pass. Gurpreet escaped punishment as the Nepal striker’s attempt goal flew wide of an empty net. The result: India 2 (Sandesh Jhingan 60, Jeje Lalpekhlua 79) bt Nepal 0.



M ND-ND
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George, Amal Clooney welcome twins: publicist Agence France-Presse Los Angeles



First-time parents George and Amal Clooney welcomed their twin babies, Ella and Alexander, on Tuesday morning in London, the actor’s publicist said. “This morning, Amal and George welcomed Ella and Alexander Clooney into their lives,” Stan Rosenfield said on behalf of the couple. “Ella, Alexander and Amal are all healthy, happy and doing fine.” “George is sedated and should recover in a few days,” he joked about
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Amal and George Clooney



the 56-year-old Hollywood heartthrob.



Low profile The 39-year-old LebaneseBritish international human rights lawyer and Mr. Clooney tied the knot in



Venice in 2014. The couple have kept a low profile since announcing they were having twins in February, staying at their rural home outside London. Amal’s clients include former Ukrainian prime minister Yulia Tymoshenko and Australian Wikileaks founder Julian Assange. After her wedding, she threw her legal clout and celebrity behind a series of high-profile causes including Britain’s possible restitution of the Elgin Marbles to Greece.



Apple’s speaker to rival Amazon, Google Aided by Siri digital assistant, device will be priced at $349 able Siri to take people’s tastes into account. Amazon has dominated the connected speakers category since 2014 when it introduced its first Echo, which responds to voice commands and allows users to order goods and control connected appliances.



Agence France-Presse San Jose



Apple will later this year release a ‘HomePod’ musiccentric smart home speaker, challenging a market currently dominated by Amazon and Google in its latest move to weave deeper into people’s lives. HomePod, aided by Apple’s Siri digital assistant, will be priced at $349 when it begins shipping in December in the United States, Australia and Britain, the tech giant announced at its annual Worldwide Developers Conference. “We really believe it is going to take your home music experience to the next level,” Apple chief executive Tim Cook said as he unveiled it. HomePod will take on lower priced Amazon Echo and Google Home, which have had momentum in the arena of voice-controlled speakers capable of controlling smart appliances, fetching content from the internet and more. It is designed to work with the Apple Music subscription service and can produce rich sound while tapping into the artificial intelligence power of Siri. Apple Vice-President Phil Schiller said the company’s Siri team had tuned the assistant into a “musicologist” that learns the tastes of listeners and gets songs from the Internet cloud. The speaker has the “power to rock the house,” according to Mr. Schiller, and the aim is to make HomePod a potent assistant for news, messages, weather, traffic, home controls and more. HomePod capped a keynote presentation that included updates to Apple’s iPad and Mac laptop lines, and upgraded operating



Loud and clear: HomePod speakers on display in San Jose, California. NYT *



software enabling augmented reality for iPhones and iPads.



Playing to strength Analysts said Apple is playing to its strength in the music industry by focusing on sound quality and its catalogue of songs. “Apple is smart to frame the HomePod as a musiccentric and audio-centric device rather than just another smart speaker or another home for Siri,” said Jackdaw Research analyst Jan Dawson. “The fact that Apple is claiming to marry really great and smart audio with a smart assistant and cloud music service makes this device unique in the market.” Some industry insiders, however, note Apple will be under more pressure to improve the computing smarts of its Siri software in the face of offerings from rivals Google and Amazon. Apple has given Siri new male and female voices, described as more natural and expressive, and added abilities such as translating English phrases into Chinese, French, German, Italian or Spanish. Apple said it is also using ‘on-device learning’ to en-



Macs and iPads A survey released last month by research firm eMarketer found Echo speakers held 70.6% of the U.S. market, compared with 23.8% for Google Home. Mr. Cook also used the Apple keynote to show off new iPad and Mac computer models, as well as provide glimpses at coming versions of the software powering the technology titan’s devices. Apple senior Vice-President of software engineering Craig Federighi said the next Mac operating system will be named “High Sierra” in tribute to the California mountain range. High Sierra features will include being able to stop unexpected videos from starting to play automatically when landing on web pages and ‘intelligent tracking prevention” that will prevent ads from following people about the internet. High Sierra will be released later this year as a free update, according to Mr. Federighi. Along with upgraded versions of iPad and Mac laptops, Apple unveiled an iMac Pro work station that had the computing built in behind the screen and was touted as the most powerful computer the company has ever made. Aimed at high-end design professionals rather than the home market, the iMac Pro is to begin shipping in December with a starting price of $4,999.



Arundhati Roy’s new novel goes on sale Titled The Ministry of Utmost Happiness Agence France-Presse New Delhi



Arundhati Roy’s eagerlyawaited second novel went on sale on Tuesday, two decades after her prize-winning debut The God of Small Things propelled her to global fame and launched her career as an outspoken critic of injustice in the country. Ms. Roy, now 55, became the first Indian woman to win the Booker Prize with her 1997 work, which sold around eight million copies and turned the young author into a star of the literary world. In the years that followed, she turned to nonfiction writing, taking on issues ranging from poverty and globalisation to the conflict in Kashmir in essays that were often highly critical of India’s ruling class.



Campaigning influence Her campaigning earned her the wrath of many in the establishment and has clearly influenced her latest novel The Ministry of Utmost Happiness, which she has said took 10 years to produce. Publisher Penguin says it



Arundhati Roy takes the reader “from the cramped neighbourhoods of Old Delhi into the burgeoning new metropolis” and on to the troubled Kashmir Valley and the jungles of central India, racked by a long-running Maoist rebellion.



‘Sense of urgency’ “There was this huge sense of urgency when I was writing the political essays, each time you wanted to blow a space open, on any issue,” Ms. Roy told The Hindu in an interview published last week. “But fiction takes its time and is layered... It is not just a human rights report about how many people have been killed and where. How do you describe the psychosis of what is going on? Except through fiction.”
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IMA holds protest



SDMC looks to tablets



Beating the heat



Showing the inclusive way



Over 10,000 members of the medical fraternity participate in ‘Dilli Chalo’ protest Page 2



Domestic breeding checkers will soon be given the device for residential inspections Page 2



Muslims in Delhi are steeling themselves for the toughest Ramzan in more than three decades Page 4



Arman Dehlvi on the role of music in expressing devotion towards the Almighty Page 4
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IN BRIEF



Capital sweats over power cuts Electricity consumption hits 6,526 MW, the highest in any city; several areas face severe load-shedding should be prepared for such situations.



Soumya Pillai New Delhi



Kin of boy found dead in car say he was killed NEW DELHI



Parents of six-year-old Sonu, who allegedly died of sufocation and heat after he got stuck inside a car for over four hours in Rani Bagh on Monday have alleged that he was killed. CITY



쑺 PAGE 2
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Man murdered for objecting to drug use NEW DELHI



A caretaker of a public toilet was killed in Nangloi on Tuesday evening when he allegedly objected to some men doing drugs outside the toilet. CITY 쑺 PAGE 3 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



DU PG admissions delayed again NEW DELHI



Delhi University has announced that it has rescheduled the admission to Ph.D, M.Phil and postgraduate programmes. The registration process will be completely online and start from June 12. The admission process was earlier supposed to start on May 31. STAFF REPORTER



Man saves family of 8, dies in blast Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



A 50-year-old man managed to save a family of eight caught in a fire in north-west Delhi’s Keshavpuram in the early hours of Tuesday but perished in a cylinder blast. Tri Nagar resident Satvir Panchal ran a fire extinguisher business. He was informed about the fire at a diagnostic centre near his house. The diagnostic centre is located on the ground floor of a five-storey building and the family was stuck on the first floor due to excessive smoke. DCP Milind Mahadeo Dumbere confirmed that Mr. Panchal was called after the Delhi Fire Service allegedly failed to reach the spot in time. Mr. Panchal and his son Akshay brought 10-15 fire extinguishers to put out the fire but in vain. An oxygen cylinder at the diagnostic centre burst during the rescue operation, leaving Mr. Panchal injured. He passed away following the blast. Mr. Dumbere said a case of negligence has been registered.



Several localities in the Capital have been reeling under power cuts over the last couple of days as peak-hour electricity consumption continues to touch a new high. On Tuesday, the peak power demand in Delhi was recorded at 6,526 MW — the highest in any city. The power demand peaked at 3.31 p.m. on Tuesday. On Monday too, the peak power consumption was as high as 6,361 MW. On Tuesday, several areas across the city faced long power cuts, some for as long as four hours. These were Narela, Sangam Vihar, Uttam Nagar, Azadpur and Najafgarh.



NEW DELHI



‘Lack of preparedness’ “Why should the residents suffer due to lack of preparedness of the government and the discoms? If they do not receive payment on time they charge us extra, but what happens in such cases of power cuts?” he said. Delhi Power Secretary Varsha Joshi said the discoms have been ordered to keep pace with the population, but certain problems in the network are likely to occur in certain areas when catering to such high demand. Extra power “When temperatures rose on Sunday, we pre-empted the high power demand and ordered the discoms to make arrangements for extra power. On Sunday, the power cuts were not felt, mainly because we saved between 600 MW and 700 MW power from commercial establishments,” Ms. Joshi told The Hindu. Power experts, however, said the performance of discoms in the city has not been bad considering the high power demand. The fact that the network was able to withstand the load of over 6,500 MW means the system is robust, an expert said. Experts also said that public is equally responsible for the outages. Power thefts, overloading and resistance in setting up transformers affect services. Sriniwas Bharghav, an expert, said generally the network cools down at night. However, in the past few years, the night time demand has also been high. BSES, one of the discoms, said residents can contact them in case of power cuts via their helpline number 39999707 in BRPL areas and 39999808 in the BYPL areas.



Sweltering heat As Delhi sweat under an unusually blazing sun, use of fans and air conditioners has increased drastically in a city of 17 million people over the past few days. Experts said the past few days have not only witnessed high temperatures but the minimum temperatures too have been relatively high. The maximum temperatures have been hovering between 44 degree Celsius and 47 degrees Celsius, and the minimum temperatures have also remained as high as around 34 degrees Celsius. With demand for power expected to rise sharply and surpass the estimated demand of 6,600 MW this year during peak summer, there are fears that power cuts could get worse. Last year too, in May-June, power demand had breached the 6,000-MW mark for the first time, leading to long power cuts. B.S. Vohra, president of the East Delhi Residents’ Welfare Association, said compared to last year, the demand had only risen by 5%. The discoms, he said,



The Aam Aadmi Party government on Tuesday ordered the strengthening of the discoms’ complaint mechanisms for faster redressal of outage-related grievances. In a letter to Chief Secretary M.M. Kutty, Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal asked him to ensure that more people were deployed at the discoms’ call centres for swifter handling of complaints. He also said that the Power Department should maintain a log of all calls, and submit a report to him daily at 11 a.m. The Chief Minister also instructed the Chief Secretary to ensure that discoms’ helpline numbers were displayed in hoardings all over the city.



Noida, Ghaziabad feel the heat Staff Reporter Noida



The soaring mercury and resultant power outage in Noida and Ghaziabad are taking a toll on not only the residents but also entrepreneurs who are losing working hours due to load shedding. Substation breakdowns have led to power supply disruption in Noida Sectors 11, 16A, 18, 20, 23, 29, 32, 45, 52, 53, 56, 58, 60, 62, 63, 66, 108, 115 and 168. “We face six to eight hours of power cut in this heat. The power department simply blames overloading,” said Amit Gupta, a resident of Sector 79. The situation is same in



neighbouring Ghaziabad, where a large number of residential colonies are reeling because of unscheduled power cuts. Indirapuram, Kaushambi, Vaishali, Vasundhara and Rajendra Nagar are among the most affected areas.



Industries go for a toss Entrepreneurs in industrial sectors of Noida have been complaining of three to five hours of power cuts every day. The Noida Entrepreneurs’ Association, in fact, claimed that they had lost 50% of their manufacturing capacity over the past week. Paschimanchal Vidyut Vitaran Nigam Limited Su-



Discoms’ role “There is no shortage of power in Delhi and consumers are paying their bills. So, we have told the discoms that people should not suffer because of their faults. It is the discoms’ responsibility to provide round-the-clock power supply,” said Mr. Sisodia. He added that the Delhi government was ready to provide up to 8000 MW of electricity, and that any faults in the network should be fixed.



perintending Engineer M.C. Sharma said the department staff was working day and night to cater to the residents. “We are expecting some relief in a couple of days as the temperature is likely to go down,” he said. Group housing society residents, who are forced to pay higher charges for backup, feel cheated. “We are forced to pay higher power charges as most time of the day the society is dependent of gensets. The power department charges around ₹6 per unit but the builder charges over ₹19 per unit for genset,” said Vineet, a resident.



Fine for unscheduled power cuts: Kejriwal Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



Two years after it proposed compensation for power cuts, the Delhi government is getting ready for another attempt at implementing the policy.



Penalty amount On Tuesday, Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal wrote to Chief Secretary M.M. Kutty asking him to present the proposal to Lieutenant-Governor Anil Baijal. The issue will be discussed on Wednesday, when Mr. Kejriwal and Mr. Baijal meet.



This time round, the Aam Aadmi Party government has proposed that the discoms pay ₹100 per consumer per hour after two hours of an unscheduled power cut. In June 2015, the government had ordered the Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission to implement penalty on discoms in the form of compensation for consumers. The order was, however, struck down by the High Court as the file had not been cleared by former L-G Najeeb Jung.



Gurugram reels under 8-hour outages People in rural areas forced to sleep outside; situation no better in posh colonies Ashok Kumar GURUGRAM



Frequent power outages over the last few days have made life miserable for residents of the Millennium City. People complained that there were power cuts ranging from 8-10 hours on a daily basis. Bittu, a carpenter in Rajeev Nagar, an unauthorised colony in the Old City, said the power cuts were forcing him and his family to sleep outside.



Shimmering glaze: A mirage appeared on the Rajpath on Tuesday afternoon as the mercury soared to 43 degrees Celsius. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA *



Case of overload “We did not have electricity for almost eight hours on



Outlets should display warning signage, not sell non-tobacco products, Health Ministry writes to AAI These shops, in contravention of provisions of COTPA, display tobacco advertisements and are located just outside smoking rooms or in food courts, thus facilitating tobacco use among non-smokers, especially children.



Bindu Shajan Perappadan New Delhi



CM YK



Keeping in the loop Discoms should also inform the public about scheduled power cuts through their websites and text messages, Mr. Kejriwal wrote. In case



of unscheduled power cuts, the discoms should send text messages to consumers explaining the reason and giving the duration of the outage. The Delhi government, meanwhile, maintained that the city did not have a shortage of power supply. Speaking at a press conference here, Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia and Power Minister Satyendar Jain said the city even had 1000 MW of surplus power.



Power outage frequent in residential, industrial areas



Centre wants to stub out airport tobacco shops



Punishable offence Besides tobacco shops at airports displaying signage stating that “sale of tobacco products to a person below the age of 18 years is a



Says no shortage of power in the city Staff Reporter
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In a significant move to discourage smoking at airports, the Union Health Ministry has written to the Airports Authority of India (AAI) Chairman, the Union Ministry of Civil Aviation Secretary, and CEOs of Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport, Indira Gandhi International Airport and Rajiv Gandhi International Airport to ensure that tobacco shops at airports are not located near smoking rooms.



AAP govt wants faster redress of complaints



Welcome move:The Health Ministry also ordered that tobacco shops should not be located near smoking rooms. FILE PHOTO *



punishable offence”, they shouldn’t sell non-tobacco products, the letter adds. In the May 26 letter, the Health Ministry brought to the notice of the AAI and the Civil Aviation Ministry that provisions of the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products



(Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) Act (COTPA), 2003, were being violated at airports by shops selling cigarettes and other tobacco products.



‘No signage displayed’ The letter highlighted that certain tobacco products are also sold at shops selling souvenirs, food articles, books and comics, thus enabling easy access to non-smokers, especially children, to these shops and tobacco products. These shops also do not display the signage stating that “sale of tobacco products to a person below the age of 18 years is a punishable



offence”. An anti-tobacco activist said, “The Health Ministry had earlier issued a notification banning the use of hookah in any smoking area or space provided for smoking. It had also directed owners, proprietors, managers, supervisors or in-charges of affairs of the hotel, restaurant or airports shall display at the entrance of smoking areas or spaces a board of minimum size of 60x30 cm with a white background the messages — “Tobacco Smoking is Harmful To Your Health and The Health of Non-Smokers” and “Entry of Person Below The Age of Eighteen Years Is Prohibited” — in English and an Indian language in black colour.”



Sunday night,” said Mr. Bittu. Vicky, a shopkeeper in the colony, said power outages occurred mostly due to overload, as several houses had



air conditioners. Other unauthorised colonies such as Sheetla Colony, Prem Nagar, Aadarsh Nagar and Ashok Vihar have also been facing fre-



quent outages. The posh colonies, such as DLF Phase I-V, Sushant Lok, Ardee City and Mayfield Garden, have also been reeling under power cuts. “There was no electricity for almost eight hours in Sushant Lok C Block on Monday after a distribution transformer was damaged,” said Sushant Lok Residents’ Welfare Association president A.K. Nagpaul Dakshin Haryana Bijli Vitran Nigam, Superintending Engineer, Naveen Kumar Verma, said the outages were due to overloading and inadequate infrastructure.



Cleaner takes car out for a drive, kills pregnant woman Accused arrested; no driving licence recovered from him clared brought dead. According to the police, she was five months’ pregnant. Ms. Kamlesh was referred to Lok Nayak JaI Prakash Narayan Hospital, where she is recuperating.



Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



A woman was killed and another injured when a car being driven by an amateur driver allegedly hit them in north-west Delhi’s Ashok Vihar on Tuesday. The incident happened when Pooja (21) and Kamlesh (32) were washing utensils outside their house. The vehicle was allegedly being driven by one Krishna (25), who cleans cars in Ashok Vihar’s E-Block. Around 8 a.m., he was cleaning a businessman’s car in the area when he decided to try his hand at driving.



‘Driver lost control’ “He doesn’t know how to



Victim Pooja drive properly. Instead of applying the brake, he pressed the accelerator and hit the women,” said a senior police officer, adding that the women got pinned to a wall next to the spot where they were cleaning utensils. They were rushed to Maharaja Agrasen Hospital, where Ms. Pooja was de-



Booked for rash driving Krishna, who had fled the spot, was later arrested. A case under Sections 279 (rash driving), 337 (causing hurt by act endangering life), 304A (causing death by negligence) of the IPC has been registered against him. The police said no driving licence was recovered from him. The accused hails from Uttar Pradesh, and has been working in the city for the last few years. B ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



Action against illegal jeans factories NEW DELHI



Five borewells at illegally-run jeans factories in north Delhi’s Mukhmelpur village were sealed by Revenue Department officials on Tuesday. The action was taken after residents complained that the factories were extracting groundwater and polluting the village. The department said that further legal action will be taken against the factories. STAFF REPORTER



Make Haryana Bhawan mosquito-free, says NGT NEW DELHI



The National Green Tribunal on Tuesday said that it was shocked to know that the Haryana Bhawan is a breeding ground for mosquitoes and is a health hazard to Delhiites. The NGT directed the Resident Commissioner of Haryana to immediately ensure that the bhawan is made mosquitofree and waste deposits are removed. STAFF REPORTER



Green panel notice to pollution control boards



Family of boy found dead in Over 10,000 doctors join locked car says he was killed IMA’s Dilli Chalo protest Parents demand thorough probe, say Sonu had no reason to get into the car



Staff Reporter Hemani Bhandari



NEW DELHI



New Delhi



Over 10,000 members of the medical fraternity from across the country participated in the Indian Medical Association’s (IMA) ‘Dilli Chalo’ protest that was organised on Tuesday. The doctors went on protest demanding a stringent central Act against violence on doctors, capping the compensation in Consumer Protection Act (CPA) on doctors, professional autonomy in treatment and prescriptions and ‘one drug-one company-one price’ policy. They also demanded that criminal prosecution for medical negligence and clerical errors be initiated only in exceptional cases. The protest was the conclusion of a month-long campaign by the IMA, aimed at raising awareness on and bringing to light the issues faced by those in the medical profession. The protesters marched from Rajghat to Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium, with many doctors joining the protest over live webcast. Speaking at the protest, Dr. K. K. Aggarwal, national president of the association said: “This is one of the toughest times for the med-



Parents and family members of six-year-old Sonu, who allegedly died of suffocation and heat after he got stuck inside a car for over four hours in north-west Delhi’s Rani Bagh on Monday afternoon, have alleged that the boy’s death was no accident and that he was killed. While Sonu’s father Ram Gopal cried uncontrollably and was in no condition to talk to The Hindu on Tuesday, the boy’s mother, Mamata, said that they did not buy the version of events as given by the police and added: “Mere bacche ko mara gaya hai (my child has been killed)”. “We had a fight with Vijay Ahuja, the owner of the car that was parked outside our house, a few months ago after Sonu had smeared the vehicle with lipstick. Ahuja had threatened us,” claimed Ms. Mamata, who is differently-abled and walks with the help of crutches. Her husband is also differently-abled and doesn’t have a left hand.



NEW DELHI



The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has issued notices to several States and chairpersons of pollution control boards regarding appointments made to the bodies in violation of norms laid down by it. The direction came on a plea, which claimed that unqualified people had been appointed to the Uttarakhand board. The NGT had given the boards six months to make proper appointments. This deadline ended in May. STAFF REPORTER



No foul play, say cops For the moment, the police have ruled out any foul play in the death of the six-yearold and have maintained that he died because of lack of air supply in excessive heat. “It seems he died due to neurogenic shock and his skin came off when he was taken out of the car by family members. Wherever they touched him right after taking him out, marks are bound to show. His post mortem has been done. The cause of



us,” said a close relative Chander Pal. Another relative, Shyamvir said: “We demand a thorough probe because if Sonu was stuck in the car, he would have tried to come out, shouted, or banged on the window and someone would have noticed as we were all looking for him since 11.30 a.m.”



Sonu’s father Ram Gopal breaks down on Tuesday. The boy’s last rites were performed in the evening. *



HEMANI BHANDARI



death will be established on Wednesday,” said a senior police officer privy to the case. The sequence of events, however, still remain unclear and the police haven’t been able to determine how the boy managed to get inside the car. “The owner of the car, Mr Ahuja, told us that he had parked the car on Sunday night and didn’t open it till 4 p.m. on Monday. We are still investigating how the boy got inside the car,” said the senior police officer. Five-year-old Luv Kush, who stays on the same plot, said that he was with Sonu till about 10.30 a.m. on Monday as the two were playing outside. “We had some water from the watercooler after



which someone called Sonu and took him away,” said Luv. On being asked why he didn’t inform someone at home when they were looking for Sonu, he said: “Everybody was crying, I got scared and slept”. Some family members suspect the role of the owners of the residential plot, Usha Rani and her son Kapil. The duo have been missing since Monday night. “Why would they leave if they hadn’t done anything? Ideally, they should support
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No way to live



Family stages protest Mamata, however, said that her son had never entered the car in the last two years that it was parked in front of their house and questioned why Sonu would have done so on Monday. The family also staged a protest outside their house and kept Sonu’s body in the middle of the road demanding action in the case. The police pacified them after which they dispersed and performed Sonu’s last rites on Tuesday evening.



An app for school safety Priyanka Pillai New Delhi



In a first-of-its-kind initiative, GeoHazards Society and Thales Foundation India on Tuesday launched a mobile application that can help generate a customised disaster management plan for every school in the country. The School Safety App claims to be a one-of-itskind in the world. Sensing the absence of written disaster management modules in most schools, the application offers to automatically generate one for them when the details are properly filled in. The application has a very basic user interface and can be used by school authorities with ease. The application has 8 modules which have to be filled out, including the school’s layout, floor plans, mock drills conducted, hazards that have affected the school in the past and more.



Double whammy: People are forced to form a line next to a large pile of stinking garbage as they wait to ill their buckets with drinking water at New Ashok Nagar on Tuesday. V. SUDERSHAN *



Remove obstructions from roads, orders L-G Identiies 29 stretches to be cleared irst New Delhi



Delhi Lieutenant-Governor Anil Baijal on Tuesday directed authorities to remove encroachments on 29 major roads. These roads include the stretch from ITO to Vikas Marg, M. B. Road cut to IGNOU crossing, Khajuri Chowk to Chilla border on Pusa Road, Nizamuddin to Badarpur Flyover on Mathura Road, Aurobindo Marg, C.D.R. Chowk to petrol pump on Mehrauli-Gurgaon Road, Sarita Vihar red light to Kalindi Kunj Flyover, Chirag Dilli crossing to Savitri Flyover and Vijay Nagar to Burari. The L-G also asked all civic bodies to crackdown on temporary encroachments such as parked vehicles, and penalise contractors of local bodies who were allowing such parking on roads. The decision was taken at a high-level meeting chaired by Mr. Baijal and attended CM YK



by Public Works Department Minister Satyendar Jain, Chief Secretary M.M. Kutty and Special Commissioner of Police (Traffic) Ajay Kashyap.



Three-week deadline The move comes within a week of the Delhi High Court ordering removal of encroachment from pavements on a permanent basis. The L-G has directed each agency concerned to draw up an action plan within three days to remove encroachment from roads. He also ordered that removal of encroachments and road blocks be videographed. Mr. Baijal directed all agencies to finish the work within three weeks. “The L-G directed the Urban Development Department to be the nodal department by creating a special cell, which will monitor stretch-wise action taken by the local bodies on a weekly basis,” the L-G Office said in a statement.



Speaking out: Thousands of doctors marched from Rajghat to IGI stadium on Tuesday. V. SUDERSHAN *



ical fraternity. This satyagraha comes after the realisation that enough is enough, and that repeated pleas and appeals by the medical fraternity have yielded nothing but reassurances.”



‘Draconian Acts’ The agitation among doctors has been evident for a long time now. New draconian Acts imposing penal provisions for clerical errors and violations of clauses not linked to medical treatment under the PCPNDT Act and West Bengal Clinical Establishment Act are not in the interest of the profession and



AUD invites CCA quota aspirants Students must submit form by July 1



therefore, the society at large. The need of the hour is collective action and decision which would do justice to this profession,” Dr. Aggarwal said. Former president of IMA, Dr. Marthanda Pillai, added that this movement should not be misconstrued as a strike or an agitation of any kind. “Its sole aim is to serve as a wake-up call to the government and take urgent action,” he said. Doctors noted that this movement should be enough to urge the government to take urgent action failing which the agitation is bound to intensify.



AVUT chief seeks time to consider apologies Nirnimesh Kumar



Staff Reporter



New Delhi



New Delhi



The chairperson of the Association of the Victims of Uphaar Tragedy (AVUT), Neelam Krishnamoorthy, on Tuesday sought more time to decide whether she would accept the unconditional apologies tendered to her by two accused who had abused and threatened her in the Patiala House courts premises in 2007. Ms. Krishanmoorthy urged Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Sumit Dass to give her a month to seek legal opinion on their apologies. Thereafter, the CMM posted the matter on July 1.



Ambedkar University Delhi (AUD) is now accepting applications from aspirants seeking admission under the Co-Curricular Activity (CCA) quota. Aspirants who have a special talent in sports, theatre, dance, music, fine arts, debating or creative writing, can apply under the CCA category for admission to any programme, except in the School of Vocational Studies, School of Culture and Creative Expressions and the School of Business, Public Policy & Social Entrepreneurship. In every programme, one seat has been reserved for admission via CCA category, the university said in a statement..



Keep in mind Unlike in Delhi University where aspirants have to apply at the start of the admission process for sports or Extra Curricular Activities quota, at AUD the possibility of admission under CCA quota is open only to candidates who have already applied to the university but whose names are not present in the first and second lists of the course/s that they have applied for.



The university reserves 85% of seats for Delhiites. *



SANDEEP SAXENA



Applicants can download the CCA application form from the AUD website. Relevant certificates of achievement and portfolio, if any, and a hard copy of the application needs to be submitted to the Dean of Student Services. The short-listed candidates will have to appear for trials/auditions.Candidates applying to a PG programme under CCA quota need to obtain the minimum eligibility scores in the written test and interview to be considered for admission. Students applying for BA courses will have to submit their forms between June 23 and July 1. The trials will be held on July 11 and the list will be announced on July 14. For MA applicants, trials will be held on July 22 and the list will be announced on July 24.



‘Threatened’ As per the complaint lodged by Ms. Krishnamoorthy, P. S. Sharma and Deepak Kathpalia, employees of Ansal Buildwell Limited and Ansal Properties and Infrastructure Limited (API) respectively, had threatened her and told her to drop the Uphaar fire tragedy case. The apologies came after the court had concluded arguments on framing of charges against the duo and was about to pronounce the order in the case.



SDMC looks to tablets to keep record ‘Release ₹1,616 crore Domestic breeding checkers will be given the device for residential inspections cess. “Many people do not allow DBC workers to enter their houses because they are not sure of their identity. With specific uniforms and IDs, the problem of access will reduce,” Dr. Gupta said.



Soumya Pillai New Delhi



Staff Reporter



Demand strict law to curb violence against hospital staf



The domestic breeding checkers (DBCs) in south Delhi will soon be given tablets to systematically maintain records of residential inspections of mosquito breeding. The South Delhi Municipal Corporation (SDMC) on Tuesday announced that around 200 DBC workers will be given tablets to maintain records in sensitive zones and areas where cases of dengue and chikungunya were reported in the previous years. SDMC Mayor Kamaljeet Sehrawat said that these 200 tablets will be handed over to the DBC workers of the sensitive areas as a pilot project. “DBC workers are now maintaining records in registers, which are not always systematic. By digitising this process, we will be able to manage proper records and inspection can be monitored,” Ms. Sehrawat said. Senior officials of the civic body said that the tablets



War on mosquitoes: Around 200 DBC workers will be given the tablets on a pilot basis. SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY *



have been procured and will be delivered in a few days. “We will also conduct a training session for the DBC workers on how to operate the tablets. The contact details of the residents will also be entered in the tablets,” an official said. Meanwhile, the SDMC House, on Tuesday, discussed how effective measures can be adopted in their



areas to fight dengue, chikungunya and malaria. The corporation said that eight super-sucker -cum jetting machines will be purchased to clean the drains, and 12 more will be added soon. SDMC commissioner Dr. P.K. Goel said that uniforms and identity cards will be given to the DBC workers to overcome the problem of ac-



More remuneration He also stated that the remuneration of DBC workers had also been raised to ₹14,000 monthly, as per the minimum wages. A proposal was also tabled that the remuneration for councillors be increased from ₹300 per meeting to ₹1,000 per meeting.It was also proposed that the remuneration be fixed at ₹15,000 per month for the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chairperson of the Standing Committee, leader of the House and the Leader of the Opposition. The recommendation was unanimously supported and passed by the members across the party. AAP MLAs, Jarnail Singh, a nominated member, however, suggested that the allowance for a computer operator must be increased to ₹14,000.



to north civic body’ Leader of the Opposition tells CM Staff Reporter New Delhi



The Leader of the Opposition, Vijender Gupta, on Tuesday demanded that Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal immediately release balance funds of ₹1,616 crore to the North Delhi Municipal Corporation. The arrears, Mr. Gupta said, would enable the civic body to undertake a number of civil works of “urgent nature” before the onset of monsoon, including cleaning of drains, setting up of de-watering system and road repairs.



‘Poor financial position’ “I wrote to the Chief Minister on Tuesday highlighting the poor financial position of the North corporation and demanded immediate payment of arrears by the Delhi government. The arrears are immediately payable as per recommendation of the Fourth Delhi Finance Commission,” the senior BJP leader said.



BJP leader Vijender Gupta The Rohini MLA stressed that besides ₹1,616 crore, ₹2,229 crore is payable by the North corporation on account of arrears of employees as on March 31. He said these cannot be paid unless the Delhi government releases the due amount. “In order to enable it to clear the liability, it is essential that as per recommendation of Fourth Delhi Finance Commission, full reimbursement of expenditure incurred by the civic bodies on primary education has to be made by the Delhi government,” Mr. Gupta added. B ND-ND
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Man killed for objecting to drug use Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



A caretaker of a public toilet was killed in Nangloi on Tuesday evening when he allegedly objected to some men doing drugs outside the toilet. The men allegedly attacked Rahul (21) with knives and swords, said his cousin Amit.



‘Attacked with knives’ “A few men were doing drugs and Rahul asked them not to do it there because women and children also used the toilet. They got angry and left the place but came back with a couple of other men. They started beating him up and then attacked him with knives and swords,” said Amit. Rahul was rushed to Sanjay Gandhi Hospital, where he was declared brought dead. Amit said Rahul’s mother Shyamlata had identified the accused and given her statement to the police. “The mother and daughter are now alone. Rahul lost his father and brother a few years ago and now he is also no more,” said Amit.The police are looking into the matter. A similar incident was reported last week when an e-rickshaw driver was killed when he objected to some youth urinating in public.



Three held for stealing luxury car Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



The Delhi Police have arrested three men for allegedly stealing a luxury car last week from south Delhi’s Fatehpur Beri after receiving a crucial piece of information from the complainant. The accused — Sundar Tanwar, Veer Singh and Azam — allegedly made off with the car after threatening to shoot the complainant Shakul, a driver with a car dealer in Faridabad, and Rashid, his brother. The incident took place when they were transporting six luxury cars from Faridabad to their showroom in Chandanhaulla.



Low fuel Mr. Shakul had told the police that the vehicles that were being transported had only 2-3litres of petrol. Based on this information, the police then checked CCTV footage of all the petrol pumps in the vicinity and found a suspect who had purchased 5 litres of petrol on the said date. “It was strange because in rural areas people generally use diesel for agricultural purposes and do not buy petrol in bulk,” said DCP (South) Ishwar Singh. The police said that after being detained for questioning, Azam revealed the involvement of the other two accused.



DELHI TODAY Talk: Roundtable discussion on “China’s Belt and Road Initiative: Assessment, Implications and India's Response”. Speakers: Ambassador Shyam Saran, Governing Council Member, ICS & Former Foreign Secretary; Ambassador PS Raghavan, Convenor, National Security Advisory Board; Dr Jabin T Jacob, Fellow, ICS. Chair & Moderator Ambassador Ashok K. Kantha, Director, ICS at Conference Room, ICWA, Sapru House, Barakhamba Road, 3 p.m. Music: Siddha Veena recital by Sidhartha Banerjee from the Maihar Gharana at Amaltas Hall, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 7 p.m. Exhibition: “Stories of Three Cities” solo photography exhibition of Sharad Haksar at Visual Arts Gallery, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. Exhibition: "Vandevta" solo show of paintings by Dhananjay Mukherjee at Art Gallery, ICCR, Azad Bhavan, I.P. Estate, 11 a.m. – 6 p.m. Exhibition: “Desert Terrain” - solo painting exhibition by Saranjit Singh at Convention Centre Foyer, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. Exhibition: "Glimpses of Magic" - a solo show of water colours and colour pencil by Nita Banerji at Annexe Building, India International Centre (IIC), 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. Screening: "Cafe" Spanish ilm screening with English subtitles at Gulmohar Hall, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 7 p.m. (Mail your listings for this column at [email protected])



CM YK



B ND-ND



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



4 SHOWCASE



NOIDA/DELHI



THE HINDU



WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 2017



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



The inclusive way Arman Dehlvi on the role of music in expressing devotion towards the Almighty atif khan



Some respite: A man ties the temporary tent for the Friday prayers at the Jama Masjid



*



Sitting on the steps of Jama Masjid, young vocalist Arman Dehlvi sings hamd, poetry in the praise of Allah in sadra, a genre of music in old tradition of Sufism as his way to start a day in the auspicious month of Ramzan. An old form of Delhi music culture, sadra is usually sung in Jhap taal or ten notes and is rarely sung these days as most of the practitioners are no longer available and there is no patronage for it these days. “When Ustad Bismillah Khan visited Iraq, he was asked by someone that why he makes music when music is not allowed in Islam to which the shehnai maestro sang a hamd “Allah Hu Akbar” in raga Bhairavi. So, it connotes that they are in some way existing together and music is a way of reflecting devotion towards the almighty,” says Arman. Dhol, nagara or duff was used in the medieval times to let people know about the iftaar and suhur timings though they are musical instruments Later they were replaced by sirens. “During the time of Amir Khusro, streets used to echo with hamds which sufi saints used to sing as they wake up people for seheri. They used to carry their duff, shehnai and other musical instruments to wake up people in the night and used to improvise poetries dedicated to the month of Ramzan and in praise of the Lord,” says Ustad Wasifuddin Daagar, a Dhrupad exponent from Delhi. Dhrupad like sadra, is also being neglected with coming of a variety of musical traditions but some Muslim music practitioners are still making efforts to stretch its life though originally it started as temple music but Sufi singers adopted it in their practice.



REUTERS



Withstanding heat in the holy month This Ramzan has come as a simmering test for the faithful sonAli verma



Old Delhi’s bustling Meena Bazar, located between Jama Masjid and Dariba Kalan is thronging with people during the month of Ramzan. Its aromas attract all. Mohammad Shamshad, 30, owns a small, make-shift artificial jewellery shop in the centre of the market. His family has been running the business for 50 years. He is the eldest son in a family of eight. In the city’s sweltering and unforgiving heat, he is busy shouting out to passersby, asking them to take a look at what his shop has to offer. He is also fasting today. “Sab Allah ki rehmat hai,” he replies when asked how he manages to work empty stomach under the sun. Muslims in Delhi are steeling themselves for the toughest Ramzan in more than three decades. At Jama Masjid, one could see people putting up a shamiana so that the faithful could have some respite while offering namaaz. People are spending more time in ablution,



corner stall on the streets of Chandni Chowk. Kabir Ahmed is a 50-yearold rickshaw puller in the Paharganj area of Delhi. He wakes up at 3 a.m., has his meal, sends his children to school and goes to work. “Kaam to karna padega,” he says while struggling to get customers. He is taking the heat in stride. Recalling the first time he had kept fast, he said he had thought thirst would be his greatest challenge but then came the hunger pangs which were unbearable. Passing through the by lanes of the narrow market, one can’t help but get enticed by the aroma of the freshly flame-grilled boti kababs enveloping the whole place. You can put the blame on Mohammad Waheed, a young man, who is The test of meticulously cooking the self-restraint only meat. His kabab shop, right in front of the east gate of gets tougher with Jama Masjid has been in the temperature easily same place for eight years. climbing above 45 degrees and frequent While preparing a plate of succulent beef for his cuspower cuts. tomers, he complains about



perhaps to stay in touch with water. The test of self-restraint only gets tougher with temperature easily climbing above 45 degrees and frequent power cuts. Fasting for 14 hours straight, no food, no water can be a challenge. One realises Ramzan means “scorching heat” or “vehemently heated by the sun”. To withstand the heat, Shamshad wakes up at 2 a.m., drinks lots of water and has his pre-dawn meal (suhur). Irshad Ahmed is 87 years old. Despite his old age and physical weakness, he is a regular attendee of Fajr prayers and doesn’t fail to be present at the mosque before Adhān. During the day, he sells dates from his small



< >



Resisting temptation Naseem Bano is a mother of five who lives in a small, cracking building in the narrow lanes of Daryaganj. She wakes up before her children, cooks food, does her chores and goes to work as a waitress in a tiny restaurant in Chandni Chowk. “I do feel hungry while serving food in the restaurant,” she confesses. “It’s a bit of a challenge. There is food in front of me and nobody around,” she says with resignation. “I can do it without anybody



see me eating. At the same time, I am controlling my desires. I am obeying God, even when there is nobody around.”



Business wise The sellers of the Quran and janamaz (prayer mat) like Mohammad Zakir are quite happy with the sales. Mohammad Zakir says, “ I am grateful to Allah for always keeping an eye on me and blessing me.” On the other hand Mubin Malik a seller of ittar (scent) says, “It is nonprofitable business as people are busy with ibadat.” During Ramzan, date is the most purchased dryfruit. People are often seen breaking their fast by only eating date. Meanwhile, a date seller, Mahendar Yadav is beaming in the heat. “ Dates are the most commonly purchased item by the people, who keep fast. It is mostly profitable because people buy and store them for a month at least.” (With inputs by Ashutosh Mishra)



In praise of the Lord: Arman Dehlvi in performance originated as ancient temple music is being served by Muslim artists for centuries and they still practice it including Daagar family who is serving it for centuries,” adds Arman. An advocate of universality in music, Arman started a band called Trippy Sama along with fellow musicians from across the borders who bring in different traditions from the various parts of the world. “We have different traditions of music around the world which



the time of < > During Amir Khusro, streets used to echo with hamds which sui saints used to sing as they wake up people for seheri



Universality of Sufism “Sufism talks about inclusion and all good things, no matter what their origin is, is included in it which makes it universal. Dhrupad which



should be celebrated and that was the approach when we started off with our band and the music which they make what we call ‘international music’. With duff from Iranian tradition, tuned percussionist from Indonesia and African jimbe which is a kind of drum, all musicians come with experience of their own which makes confluence of music.” He emphasises that music is about love among humanity and Ramzan is a reminder for every individual to think how to make the society a better place to live. “Sufism teaches to encompass boundaries, to reach out to others and Ramzan also reminds us to help others by giving them sadqa a voluntary charity or by zaqat through giving alms to the poor and needy,” concludes Arman.



Feast wisely...



A southern fantasy! Abhay Deol will soon make his Tamil debut in forthcoming fantasy thriller Idhu Vedalam Sollum Kathai. He will also double up as the film’s co-producer. “He was so impressed with the script that he decided to come on board as the co-producer. The kind of encouragement we have been getting from him is amazing. We have already started shooting with him in Hyderabad,” said Rathindran Prasad, the director. “He plays a full-length character; a king called Vikramadityan, and he will be dub his own lines in Tamil. He will be seen in the flashback portion which has a period set-up. It’s a road action thriller laced with fantasy elements,” he said. Abhay had to lose “about 10 kg for a toned look. He will be seen in a very different avatar and his king get-up will be a major highlight of the film,” he added. The film also stars Ashwin Kakumanu and Aishwarya Rajesh. IANS



the unavailability and rising prices of meat. It’s almost time for the iftar meal and his friends have gathered around his shop. They make a few jokes, talk about politics and get ready to break their fast In the last eight years, Mohammad Waheed and his tiny food stall have seen a lot change in the area. “I have lived in Chandni Chowk all my life. I have seen my friends’ shops being taken down and new shops taking their place,” he says.



As mercury soars, Dr. Ata Mohammed Zuliqar prescribes what to eat and drink during Ramzan madhur tankha



With searing heat making lives of Delhiites miserable, those observing the fast as part of Ramzan need to eat the right edibles, ingredients and beverages to keep themselves healthy and fit throughout the holy month. Eating should also be done intelligently and cautiously . According to Dr. Ata Mohammed Zulfiqar, who practises at Lion Hospital, New Friends Colony and Eden Hospital, Green Park, Ramzan overhauls the system. “During this month, faithful need to give rest to their system by avoiding heavy food. They need to take a diet which refreshes their system; removes all toxins accumulated all these months. Natural diet like salads and fruits need to be taken. Protein should be avoided so that body does not need to digest them.” To avoid dehydration, Zulfiqar



those observing fast take a curry based diet. “They need to eat roti with stew or vegetables. Meal should be curry based. They also need to avoid oily stuff. In non vegetarian food, biryani should be avoided as it is very heavy on the system.” Making a clear distinction between things which are harmful and things which are beneficial, Dr. Zulfiqar says, “Rooh Afza is beneficial. Ideally, tulsi (basil) should be soaked in water in the morning. Seeds don’t have taste but have a cooling effect on the system. By evening the seeds are ready; then mix them with Rooh Afza, black salt, lemon and Natural option: Fruits need to be part of diet during Ramzan



says one should have chhach and aam ka panna. Explaining how he breaks his fast, he says: “For the past many years, I have been having three dates,



*



half a cup of tea and water. People should follow this routine. Then they need to go for prayers and eat later on. I also take half a bowl of curd and it doesn’t make me



BLOOMBERG



feel lethargic. In evening, I eat all natural non spicy food like fruits and boiled chana daal . After prayers, we can have complete food.” Apart from fruit salad,



per the practice, < > As anyone who is travelling and is indisposed can skip fasting. Such a person can observe it later on Dr. Ata Mohammed Zulfiqar



honey. One can have diluted milk with Rooh Afza. As it already has lot of sugar, add honey.” He prescribes shikanji with black salt as faithful lose lot of potassium by perspiration. “They can also take diluted milk shake. Make sure that it is not creamy and heavy. Have lassi but that too diluted. Soft drinks are not allowed.” Another refreshing and soothing option is pieces of water melon added with honey and black salt. “One can also have honey water with lemon and salt.” Despite all the care if somebody feels sick, Dr. Zulfiqar suggests that one should see a doctor and take the required medicines. “As per the practice, anyone who is travelling and is indisposed can skip fasting. Such a person can observe it later on. Patients can give three meals of charity to anyone per day.”



5 EVENTS WORTH-YOUR-WHILE



PERFORMANCE



EXHIBITION



MUSIC



THEATRE



HINDUSTANI CLASSICAL



EYM Trio



Mukhosh - Masks of India



Boom Shankar Project



Kauwa Chala Hans Ki Chaal



Recitals



Art Konsult is holding an exhibition which is showing a spectrum of traditional masks, reflecting respective cultures. The collection includes masks like Bhuta mask, wooden mask and Chhau mask from Bengal, masks from Bastar tribes, Odisha, Himachal Pradesh, Banaras, Karnataka and Maharashtra. Venue: 3, Ground Floor, Hauz Khas Village Time: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.



FLYP at MTV Cafe will be presenting a live performance by Boom Shankar Project which is a collaboration of musicians with different background and influences of music from India and around. The artists include Rishabh Shankar, Ashwani Baisoya, and Subhankar Chetterji who don’t set patterns but go with the flow. Venue: N 57-60, Connaught Place, New Delhi Time : 9 p.m. onwards.



Muktadhara Auditorium will stage this Hindi comedy play directed by Shyam Kumar. The play revolves around Jamrood Singh who after winning 100 crore in 'Kaun Banega Arabpati' becomes Raja Jamrood Singh 'Kunware'. Now he wants to do all those things that the people of high society do. Venue: , Bhai Veer Singh Marg, New Delhi Time: 7 p.m.



India International Centre has organised an event in memory of Ustad Nasir Zahiruddin Dagar in collaboration with Dagar Brothers Memorial Trust. It will feature Dhrupad by Ustad F. Wasifuddin Dagar accompanied by Mohan Shyam Sharma on pakhawaj and followed by Khayal by Pandit Rajeshwar Acharya. Venue: Max Mueller Marg, New Delhi Time: 6.30 p.m.



Piano Jazz Club will present a performance by EYM a band with perfect balance between terrific rhythms and beautiful harmonies. The band started by pianist Elie Dufour, double bassist Yann Phayphet and drummer Marc Michel in 2010 and has created a repertory including personal compositions, covers and ethnic music. Venue: B 6, Comm. Comp. Safdarjung Encl. Time: 9 p.m.
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Employer branding is key to winning the game of talent Employees should be central to an organisation’s brand-building exercise Abhishek Agarwal



A



s the war for talent is growing stronger, employers find themselves having to build their brand to attract, engage and retain top talent. So, what is an employer brand? It is the reputation of an organisation as an employer. To create an authentic employer brand, an organisation must develop a healthy culture, making employee engagement its top priority. Engaged employees put forward efforts to improve and promote the organisation’s business, hence building a strong employer brand. A successful organisation is no longer limited to just profits and fixed assets. Talent has emerged as a new pillar for the success of an organisation. Remember, your employee is the one who speaks to the customer and is the face of the organisation. A company must look forward to employer branding, and it can only be a success with the united efforts of the human resources and marketing departments. Employer branding helps an organisation stand out from being just an employer
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to being an employer of choice. Positive image and recognition make an organisation attractive in the job market, paving the way for top talent to approach it.



The process • When building an employer brand, the first thing to keep in mind is what you have to offer as an employer. Analyse your current situation carefully. What are your strengths and weaknesses? What makes you different from other organisations? How will you stand out from your competitors? What is your USP? What makes people want to work for you? • The second most important thing is what do you want to achieve? Where do you see your organisation in the long term? What kind of image do you want to build? You should define where you want to reach. • Keep your current situation and your aim alongside to see where your company needs adjustments? Eliminate the weaknesses to achieve the desired position and develop skills that will keep you a step ahead of your competitors.



Retaining employees One of the best things employers can do to improve their brand is to retain their current employees. If you are an employer, you must always listen to the needs and wants of your employees. Efforts of an employee should always be acknowledged. Coach your employees rather than managing them. Give them the space they need to do their jobs. Always be open to problem-solving. To retain top talent, it is mandatory to create growth opportunities. Make sure your employees are aware of vacant positions and that they can apply for them. Social networking Ensuring a positive image when potential employees research you online is necessary for employer branding. Employees consult their networks and resources to vet you as a future employer. Visibility and online interaction are essential to attracting top talent. People would want to work with companies they have heard of and are trustworthy. Therefore, promoting your brand on so-



cial media is absolutely essential. A company must let their employees be heard through the power of social media.



Employee experience Nothing can tear down an employer brand as fast as a poor employee experience. A world-class employee experience will always benefit you. The employee who had a world-class experience will talk about your brand to his/ her friends and will also take it to social media, hence contributing to the employer brand of the organisation. For instance, what makes Google and other top players attractive to top talent? It is the unforgettable experience of the employees that they share on social media or with their friends. This experience lures top talent to the organisation.



ployees to figure out how they can contribute to the organisation's growth. As employer branding is a continuous process, it becomes mandatory for the HR professionals to keep thinking outof-the-box, they should always be on their toes to build an employer brand. A company must always keep their employees happy to retain its brand value. If an unhappy employee vents out displeasure on social media, it will leave a dent in the image of the company, thereby affecting its employer brand. An employee must be given a voice; after all, they are your unique feature. (Abhishek Agarwal is Senior Vice-President, Global Delivery at The Judge Group. )



Promoting your brand on social media is absolutely essential.



PHOTO USED FOR REPRESENTATIONAL



PURPOSE ONLY



Retaining brand value Transparency and accessibility are among the major building blocks of a successful employee brand. Your organisation should provide a transparent view of the company. This approach helps current and potential em-
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Ghulam Rasool Sia, chair- man, Houseboat Owners' As- sociation, said, â€œThere is a. design to crush the Kashmir. economy. However, our ef- fort will continue to make. tourists feel safe in Kashmir. and help them have the best. memories. The government. needs to identify the disrupt- ive forces, which may be. working at the ... 
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