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Territorial Army Major dies in gunfight, 3 ultras killed in Nagaland



During Modi’s visit to Astana, India will become SCO member



Trump nominates Christopher Wray as FBI Director



Dominic Thiem dethrones Novak Djokovic in straight sets
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Rajnath asks M.P. govt. to crack down on instigators



NEARBY



SRINAGAR



As the Army killed three infiltrators on the Line of Control (LoC) on Wednesday in north Kashmir, over 10 youth were injured in violent clashes triggered by the killing of a student during a search operation in Shopian on Tuesday evening. The slain militants were part of a group of infiltrators. NEWS



A PAGE 10
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TEHRAN



Nistula Hebbar Vijaita Singh New Delhi



Home Minister Rajnath Singh on Wednesday asked Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan to take “strict action” against those “spreading unrest” in Mandsaur in Madhya Pradesh, even as the State government insisted that the five persons killed on Tuesday during the farmers’ agitation did not die in police firing. Mr. Chouhan blamed the Congress for “politicising the protests and instigating violence.” “I spoke to the Chief Minister and have assured him of all help. Some central forces have already been sent to the trouble-hit areas,” Mr. Singh told The Hindu.



Violence continues: Farmers torched trucks on the MhowNeemuch Highway in Mandsaur district on Wednesday. PTI *



The Home Ministry has also sought a report from the State and has asked it to check the use of social media. Meanwhile, farmers resorted to violence and arson in western Madhya Pradesh, despite prohibitory measures. Mandsaur district, the epicentre of the agitation,



IS claims attacks on Parliament and Khomeini shrine; Tehran blames Saudi, U.S. Associated Press



Mandsaur on the boil as protests by farmers spread Army kills three infiltrators on LoC



12 killed in twin Iran attacks



remained on the boil and the violent protests spread to other districts like Dewas, Neemuch, Ujjain, Dhar and Khargone. (With PTI inputs) VIOLENCE PRE-PLANNED, M.P. TELLS CENTRE A PAGE 11 MODI SILENT ON FIRING, SAYS CONGRESS A PAGE 11



Gunmen and suicide bombers attacked Iran’s Parliament and the shrine of its revolutionary leader on Wednesday, killing at least 12 persons, wounding dozens and igniting an hours-long siege at the legislature that ended with four attackers dead. The Islamic State claimed the attacks, marking the first time the Sunni extremists have taken responsibility for an assault in the Shia-majority Iran. The militants are at war with Iranian-backed forces in Syria and Iraq, and view Shia as apostates. The attacks began midmorning when assailants armed with Kalashnikov rifles stormed the Parliament building. One of the attackers later blew himself up inside, where a session was in progress, according to a



statement carried by Iran’s state TV. Deputy Interior Minister Mohammad Hossein Zolfaghari told Iran’s state TV that the apparently male attackers were wearing women’s attire. The semi-official Tasnim news agency later reported that four of the attackers were killed. Mizan Online, a state-run news website, said 12 persons were killed and 42 wounded in the two attacks. Soon after the Parliament attack, a suicide bomber and other assailants targeted the shrine of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini outside the capital, Tehran, according to Iran’s official state broadcaster. Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guards said Saudi Arabia and the U.S. were involved in the attacks. TEHRAN SHAKEN A PAGE 12



Helping hand: A man hands a child to a security guard at Parliament building during the assault on Wednesday. AP *



RBI holds rates to retain ‘credibility’ Presidential election scheduled for July 17



WHO revises antibiotics protocol



Mumbai



New Delhi



SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT



The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Wednesday kept the policy repo rate unchanged at 6.25% and asserted that the current state of the economy did not warrant “premature” policy action that could risk “the loss of credibility.” The RBI’s six-member Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) said the decision was



aimed at ensuring retail inflation stayed close to 4% on a “durable” basis while supporting growth. Chief Economic Adviser Arvind Subramanian slammed the RBI’s decision and termed real policy rates “tight and rising” at a time of low inflation and slowing growth. RBI Governor Urjit Patel said the MPC had declined a Finance Ministry invitation



to meet ahead of the policy review. “The meeting did not take place,” he said, asked whether such meetings could undermine the RBI’s autonomy. “All the MPC members declined the request of the Finance Ministry for that meeting.” RBI’S DECISION REVEALS RIFT WITH CENTRE A PAGE 13 HOLDING THE RATE A EDITORIAL



U.P. trader, wife, son shot dead special correspondent LUCKNOW



A grain trader, his wife and son were shot dead in Sitapur district on Tuesday night by robbers at the gate of their house, police said. The incident was caught on CCTV camera installed outside the residence located in Civil Lines. The CCTV footage shows



the businessman, Sunil Jaiswal, approaching the gate on his way back from his shop after 9 p.m. on Tuesday. He is seen parking his bike when at least four persons riding two bikes pounce on him and try to snatch his bag, in which he apparently brought home his day’s earnings. As Mr. Jaiswal is seen struggling



against the attackers, his wife Kamini and son Hrithik rush in from inside to rescue him after hearing gunshots. They try to fight off the attackers but end up being shot from close range. The attackers flee with the bag of money on the motorbikes. All three family members died on the spot, the police said.



Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



Even as the tenure of President Pranab Mukherjee comes to an end on July 24, the election for the next President will be conducted, if necessary, on July 17. Announcing the schedule on Wednesday, Chief Election Commissioner Nasim Zaidi said the notification



would be issued on June 14. The last date for nomination is June 28, and after the elections, counting will be done on July 20. The President is elected through an electoral college that includes national, State and Union Territory legislators. CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10



Special Correspondent



In an effort to curb antibiotic resistance, the World Health Organization (WHO) has divided the drugs into three categories — access, watch and reserve — specifying which are to be used for common ailments and which are to be kept for complicated diseases. Commonly used antibiotics will be under the ‘access’



category; the second line of antibiotics, slightly more potent, have been categorised under “watch” and potent drugs to be used only as a “last resort” fall under the ‘reserve’ category. This is the biggest revision of the antibiotics section in the 40year history of the essential medicines list (EML). “The rise in antibiotic resistance stems from how we are using — and misusing —



Two ‘Hindu Sena’ men heckle Yechury ‘This is typical of RSS methodology of seeking to intimidate the opposition’ Special Correspondent New Delhi



Two persons entered the CPI (M) office at the time of party general secretary Sitaram Yechury’s press conference here on Wednesday and heckled him. The security guards and CPI(M) workers caught hold of them and handed them over to the police. The two, identified as Pawan Kaul and Upendra Kumar, were arrested later in the night after questioning. “They managed to enter the premises posing as reporters,” said Deputy Com-



Trouble spot: An activist who shouted slogans against Sitaram Yechury being detained in New Delhi. SANDEEP SAXENA *



missioner of Police (New Delhi) B.K. Singh. The police said they were



verifying their claim of belonging to the ‘Hindu Sena’. “We are also probing the



reason behind their act,” said Mr Singh. Addressing the press after the incident, Mr Yechury denied that he was manhandled. “Nobody reached anywhere near me. Two persons were shouting slogans as I was entering the conference hall. Not they but cameramen blocked the way,” he said. “This is typical of the RSS methodology of seeking to browbeat and intimidate the opposition. Such tactics will not be allowed to succeed,” the Polit Bureau said. SEE ALSO A PAGE 10



these medicines,” said Dr. Suzanne Hill, director of Essential Medicines and Health Products. “The new WHO list should help health system planners and prescribers ensure that people who need antibiotics have access to them, and ensure they get the right one, so that the problem of resistance doesn’t get worse.” CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10



20 dead, 10 injured in M.P. fire Press Trust of India Balaghat



Twenty workers were charred to death and 10 injured, two of them critically, in a fire at a cracker factory in Kheri village in Balaghat district on Wednesday afternoon, an official said. The condition of two of the eight injured, referred to Nagpur, is critical, the official said. Meanwhile, Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan announced a compensation of ₹2 lakh each to the next kin of the deceased.



‘Devise rational model on fines for power cuts’ Kejriwal meets Baijal over the issue Staff Reporter New Delhi



Lieutenant-Governor Anil Baijal on Wednesday directed the Delhi government to devise a “rational and enforceable model” to implement its proposal to compensate consumers for unscheduled power cuts in the Capital. The L-G’s decision came after Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal met him at Raj Niwas to discuss the issue of unscheduled power cuts and compensation to consumers. “Met CM @ArvindKejriwal. Discussed issue of power cuts & compensation to consumers. Suggested to devise a rational, fair & enforceable model (sic),” Mr. Baijal tweeted.



Fair play After the meeting, Mr. Kejriwal said the L-G had agreed to the compensation proposal while suggesting fair play and equity to consumers. “Hon’ble LG agreed DISCOMS shud pay compensation 4 unscheduled power cuts 2 make them accountable. Fairplay n equity 2 consumers 2 be ensured (sic),” the Chief Minister tweeted. CM YK



Last year, the AAP government had implemented its proposal to penalise discoms for unscheduled power cuts. However, this was later struck down by the Delhi High Court as the L-G’s prior approval had not been sought.



The proposal According to the proposal, a penalty of ₹50 per hour per consumer is to be levied for the first two hours followed by ₹100 for every subsequent hour with the final amount of fine being adjusted in the consumers’ monthly bills. The proposal says that if any consumer approaches the Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission (DERC) after 90 days with a complaint that he has not received compensation, the DERC would have to ensure payment to all consumers affected by that power cut. Earlier in the day, Mr. Baijal chaired his third review meeting to discuss preparedness for dengue and chikungunya cases in the Capital where both the Chief Minister and Health Minister Satyendar Jain were present. M ND-ND
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Orissa High Court asks CBSE to re-evaluate Class XII papers



Board exams for Class V and VIII: CISCE



Dreaded Maoist couple surrender in Malkangiri



Special Correspondent



Surjya had role in building support base



Kolkata



Some students had alleged discrepancies in their results declared last month Correspondent CUTTACK



In a major relief to aggrieved students, the Orissa High Court on Wednesday asked the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) to reevaluate the answer sheets of students who approached it, alleging discrepancies in their Class XII results declared last month. A vacation bench of Justice Biswanath Rath asked the CBSE authorities to reevaluate the answer sheets



by engaging experts in relevant subjects and publish their results within three days, said advocate Asim Amitav Dash, who had approached the court on behalf of at least 17 students. Three other students had also moved the court in separate petitions. Mr. Dash said all those who approached the High Court have been asked to apply for re-evaluation of their papers at the CBSE regional office in Bhubaneswar by 2



p.m. on Thursday by depositing the requisite fee.



Protest on Alleging discrepancies in the marks awarded to them, many students and their parents have been protesting in front of the CBSE regional office in Bhubaneswar for over a week. While a team of CBSE officials from New Delhi had last week said that they will look into the matter, officials in Bhubaneswar had on Tues-



day ruled out the possibility of re-evaluation. Finding no other alternative, some students had approached the High Court. However, several others continued their agitation in Bhubaneswar. A student had made an attempt to self-immolate in front of the CBSE regional office in Bhubaneswar on Tuesday. He was saved by the timely intervention of the police and some parents.



The Council for Indian School Certificate Examinations (CISCE) on Wednesday announced that students of Class V and Class VIII studying in its affiliated schools will have to take board exams from 2018. Making the announcement at a press conference here, CISCE chief executive and secretary Gerry Arathoon said the results of the Class V and Class VIII board exams will not have any bearing on the students promotion to the next class. He said such a move will help assess the progress made by a student and how much he/she has managed to really learn.



Compulsory subjects Mr. Arathoon also announced that the board has decided to introduce three compulsory subjects -- Sanskrit, yoga and performing arts. Yoga and performing arts will be compulsory between classes Class I and VIII, while Sanskrit will be taught from Classes V to VIII.



OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE



Staff Reporter BERHAMPUR



A Maoist couple, carrying a hefty reward on their head, surrendered before the police in Malkangiri district of Odisha on Wednesday. Ram Kawasi alias Surjya (38) and his wife Weli Madkami alias Malati (25) surrendered before Malkangiri Superintendent of Police Mitrabhanu Mohapatra.



Ram Kawasi and his wife Weli Madkami before their surrender in Malkangiri on Wednesday. SPECIAL *



Major blow The surrender of Surjya is being seen as a major blow to the Maoists in Malkangiri as he was considered the most senior tribal cadre. He was among the few tribals of Malkangiri who initially joined the organisation in 2002. He played a key role in building up the support base for naxalites in this district bordering the Maoistinfested regions of Andhra Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. Surjya was carrying reward of ₹5 lakh on his head, while the government had declared ₹4 lakh for the capture of his wife, Parvati. After their surrender the



DEATH ANNIVERSARIES



DEATH



DEATH



ARRANGEMENT



two told media persons that they had realised the futility of violence and were frustrated with Maoist activities. They said they wanted to lead a normal life.



Violent incidents As per police records, Surjya was involved in more than 50 incidents of Maoist violence, while his wife was named in at least 15. Surjya had allegedly masterminded the landmine blast in Kaliajhula jungle of Malkangiri district on January 8, 2016, that had killed two Border Security Force personnel.



Chakma forum calls for protest Syed Sajjad Ali Agartala



SMT.LAKSHMI GOPAL RAO (6/12/1946 to 6/6/2017) passed away after a brief illness and cremated on 6.6.2017. Obsequies will be performed at Kumbakonam. 10th day ceremony will be held on 15/6/2017 at Kumbakonam. Mourned by V. Gopal Rao,G. Sridhar (son), Mrs. Suhasini Sridhar, G. Srikar (son), Mrs. Pushpa Srikar, Grand Children and host of other relatives. Contact Numbers 9952043112,9444073601.



A forum representing the indigenous Chakma community condemned the recent alleged attacks on tribal residents by Bengali settlers at the Chittagong Hill Tracts in Bangladesh. The Chakma National Council of India called for street protests on Thursday to deplore the recent ‘atrocities’ in Langadu sub district of Rangamati district. It claimed that the Bengali-Muslim settlers killed six tribals in the attacks on June 2.



DEATH ANNIVERSARIES
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IN BRIEF



Haryana hikes stipend of widows, destitute girls CHANDIGARH



The Haryana government on Wednesday announced a ₹500 increase in the monthly stipend of widows and destitute women and girls imparting training in tailoring. To purchase raw materials each trainee will get ₹300 per month instead of ₹150 during the training period, a spokesman said. PTI



Deoband cleric Maulana Masood Madni gets bail ALLAHABAD



The Allahabad High Court has granted bail to Deoband cleric Maulana Masood Madni in a rape case. Justice Arvind Kumar Tripathi passed the order on Tuesday, allowing the bail plea of Madni, who was arrested in March this year upon the complaint of the woman hailing from Jind district in Haryana. PTI



Two minor sisters drown in Giridih GIRIDIH (JHARKHAND)



Two minor girls drowned in a pond at Jatadih village in Giridih district on Wednesday, police said. The girls were sisters and were seven and five years old, police said. On seeing Rinky drowning, her elder sister Raunak rushed to her rescue but she too was drowned, the officer-incharge of Birni Police station Nawal Kishore Singh said. PTI



Take illegal buses off the road: Amarinder Punjab budget session to be held from June 14 to June 23 SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT CHANDIGARH



Ordering removal of illegal buses plying in the State, Punjab Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh on Wednesday asked the Regional Transport Authority (RTA) and the Vigilance Department to submit an action taken report (ATR) within 10 days. The Chief Minister’s directive came at a Cabinet meeting held here following reports of many illegal private buses plying in Punjab.



Violation of rules “Noting that these buses were plying in blatant violation of rules, Captain Singh made it clear that no laxity in the matter would be tolerated and that officials found guilty of dereliction of duty or complicity would face penalty and punishment,” said a spokesperson. It was also decided in the



ALIGARH (UP)



An FIR has been lodged against former Congress MP from Aligarh Bijendra Singh and 50 others for allegedly breaching peace during the visit of Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath to the city on June 5. The FIR was lodged on Tuesday, police said on Wednesday. PTI



*



Cabinet meeting that the budget session of the 15th Punjab Vidhan Sabha would be held from June 14 to June 23, and the annual budget for 2017-18 presented on June 20.



‘Duration insufficient’ However, Leader of the Opposition in Punjab Assembly H. S. Phoolka termed the duration of the upcoming Assembly session as insufficient for discussions on matters of public importance.



“It’s too short a session, especially when matters of public importance like discussion on the Governor’s address, budget allocation for the financial year, farmers suicides, loan waiver, etc., are to be discussed,” said Mr. Phoolka. Stating that the Congress had failed to fulfil its promises, he claimed the party wanted to run away from debates on public matters instead of having discussions on key issues.



Rajasthan government adopts green building rating system Will ensure environment-friendly construction: Minister Special Correspondent JAIPUR



FIR against former Cong MP in Aligarh



Punjab CM Capt Amarinder Singh reviewing the functioning of the Animal Husbandry, Dairy Development and Fisheries Department on Wednesday. PTI



To promote construction of environment-friendly buildings, the Rajasthan government has adopted the green building rating system developed by the Indian Green Building Council (IGBC), which is part of the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). A three-day training workshop on the new rating system started on Tuesday that



laid emphasis on checking exploitation of natural resources in the construction of buildings. Addressing the workshop on Wednesday, State Forest and Environment Minister Gajendra Singh said that unchecked urbanisation and industrial development had damaged the environment and people's health. The new rating system will help ensure environment-friendly construction, he added.



Praveen Soma of CII's Green Building Hyderabad chapter said that greenery must be developed around hospitals, railway stations, offices, malls, factories, transport hubs and metro stations. CII-Rajasthan chairman Basant Khaitan said architects, engineers, town planners and construction consultants would play a significant role in the adherence of construction activities with the system.



Mauled to death by stray dogs Woman sanitation worker had gone to dump garbage



Girl commits suicide Press Trust of India



Press Trust of India Saharanpur (UP)



In a shocking incident, a 55-year-old woman was mauled to death by a pack of stray dogs outside a village here, police said. The incident occurred at Lakhnauti village where the woman, identified as Baladevi, was employed as a sanitation worker. Yesterday, after collecting garbage from the village, she went outside the hamlet to dump it. There a



pack of stray dogs attacked her, leading to profuse bleeding, said Senior Superintendent of Police Bablu Kumar. Since it was afternoon there was nobody around and even as the woman tried to resist, the pack overpowered her, he said. After some time when some passersby witnessed the vicious scene, they alerted the police and other locals. Baladevi was rushed to a hospital where



doctors declared her dead, the SSP said. The body has been sent for post-mortem, Mr Kumar said. He said the municipality has been issued necessary directions to ensure safety of the people in the area from stray dogs Notably, stray dogs have earlier also made passersby and children their prey. But this is the first time that canines have mauled any person to death here.



Muzaffarnagar



A 17 year-old-girl allegedly committed suicide by hanging from a ceiling fan in her room over some unknown reason at Ghosipura village in Shamli district, police said on Wednesday. Seema took the extreme step on Tuesday, they said. In another incident, 60year-old Satpal allegedly committed suicide by jumping in front of a train at Alam railway station in Shamli, police said.



Police fish out body of missing constable Killed by SPO for sodomising him: SIT Press Trust of India Srinagar



The body of a policeman, who was allegedly killed by his colleague for sodomising him, was on Wednesday fished out from a river in Kupwara district of north Kashmir, ending nearly a month-long search. The constable Sameer Ji Kumar’s body was fished out from Puhroo river near Hanjishat village in Handwara area this afternoon, a police official said. Kumar went missing during a trip to Kupwara district on May 14. According to some reports, he had committed suicide by jumping



into Puhroo river. But, on June 1, the police, based on a SIT probe, claimed that Kumar was murdered by his colleague for sodomising him. Kumar was killed by Special Police Officer Aijaz Ahmad after the constable resorted to an unnatural sexual act with him, DIG central Kashmir range Ghulam Hassan Bhat said. Ahmad has reportedly confessed to his crime and said that during their visit to Pahalgam on May 14, Kumar had sodomised him and threatened him that he will disclose it to their colleagues, he said.



0 DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy themselves about the veracity of an advertisement before responding to any published in this newspaper. Kasturi & Sons Limited, the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s products and/or services. In no event can the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Employees of this newspaper/ company be held responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever for any claims and/or damages for advertisements in this newspaper.



CM YK



M ND-ND



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



4 WEST



NOIDA/DELHI



THE HINDU



THURSDAY, JUNE 8, 2017



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



Prices normalise amid heavy police deployment



HC hands over rape case to CID Press Trust of India Mumbai



The Bombay High Court on Wednesday transferred the probe in a rape and human trafficking case to Maharashtra CID after it was alleged that the policemen named as perpetrators by the two victims were assigned to the probe. A division bench headed by Justice Ranjit More was hearing a petition filed by an advocate seeking CBI probe. As per the petition, the two victims, one of whom was 15 years old at the time of the alleged offence, had been lured from Delhi by a Pune resident on the promise of a job. They were later forced into prostitution, raped multiple times, and burnt with cigars and cigarettes.



However, no let up in protests; effigies of CM burnt in Latur Shoumojit Banerjee Pune



A week after farmers in Maharashtra began their stir, prices of vegetables began to normalise as supplies to major wholesale markets stabilised on Wednesday amid heavy police deployment across the State. However protests continued across the State, at times with the support of political entities. In a faint echo of the violence in Madhya Pradesh, there were reports of a scuffle between agitators and policemen in Sangli district as the former attempted to disrupt the town’s vegetable market in the afternoon. Protestors accused the police of using force to remove activists belonging to different entities like the Kisan Sabha and the Swabhimani Shetkari Sanghatana. The police claimed that the troublemakers were moved from Sangli town to another place to preempt trouble. Prohibitory orders are already in place against assembly of people in public places under Section 144 of CrPC till 19 June in Nashik district. Likewise, orders are in place for police jurisdictions across Pune district to take



BJP draws flak for at-home lunch photo opportunities They should get their children married in ST families: Cong. Prakash Kamat Pune



The Congress on Wednesday attacked senior BJP leaders for having lunch at the homes of Scheduled Tribe(ST) families and flashing these pictures in media. Former Chief Minister and senior Congress MLA Ravi Naik said it was a farce. Instead, if BJP leaders got their sons and daughters married to members of the ST community, he would salute them, he added. Speaking to presspersons at the State Secretariat, Mr. Naik observed that most homes of ST families in Goa were furnished



with tables and chairs, and they no more sit on the floor for meals. Therefore, to sit on the floor for a meal, as BJP Ministers, MPs and MLAs did over the last one week as part of BJP’s plan nationwide to reach out to members of the marginalised sections of society, was a nothing but a gimmick.



Media splash Photos of North Goa MP and Union Minister of State for AYUSH Shripad Naik, South Goa MP Narendra Savoikar along with Union Ministers and State party president Vinay Tendulkar have been published in the



local media, partaking meals at homes of ST families, sitting on the floor. “I feel that they should get their educated sons and daughters married to educated sons and daughters of (STs). Then they will able to eat ST cuisine throughout their lives. If they do this I will salute all BJP leaders,” Mr. Naik said in reference to the recent events “Why are they (BJP leaders) sitting on the floor. Their (of the ST communities) economic circumstances have improved. Do they want them (ST community) to go back to sitting on floor again? Mr. Naik asked.
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The show must go on: As farmers continue with their agitation across Maharashtra, they have also started ploughing their fields ahead of the approaching monsoon. This here is a scene at Shankarpur village near Nagpur. S. SUDARSHAN



In sync with his garden



*



action against burning effigies or photos. Despite this, effigies against the government continued to be burnt in parts of Latur district in Marathwada. Farmers demonstrated against the Devendra Fadnavis-led Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government near the residence of BJP leader and the district’s guardian minister Sambhaji Patil Nilangekar. The police



detained 17 protestors. Demonstrations were particularly marked in Ahmednagar district where markets were completely shut in Sangamner. In Solapur district, the opposition NCP legislator Dilip Sopal came out in support of the agitation by voluntarily ‘locking-out’ his plush residence in the taluk. Meanwhile, APMCs in Mumbai, Kolhapur and Pune



witnessed a normalisation of supplies, aided by a steady stream of arrivals of vegetables and fruits from outside the State. While the prices of vegetables like tomatoes, cluster beans and okra came down, the supply continued to be less than half of the daily average of four lakh quintals of perishable vegetables, with market sources putting the losses so far at ₹280 crore.



Five villagers drown in Raigad river Special Correspondent Mumbai



Five people, including two women and three children, died after drowning in the Balganga river in the Raigad district early on Wednesday morning. According to the Khalapur police, the incident occurred at around 7.45 a.m. on Wednesday near the Shiravli village in Khalapur. “The victims are all residents of



Shiravli and go to the riverto wash clothes every day. On Wednesday, Gauri Arte (35), her son Tushar (7) and daughter Tejaswini (11), along with her neighbour Meenakshi Vaknis (30) and her son Shubham (7), went to the river. While the women were washing clothes, Tushar entered the river and got caught in the current. Gauri jumped in to save him and he hugged her tightly,



causing both of them to drown,” an officer said. The officer added that that the other three went in after Tushar and Gauri to try and save them, but ended up getting caught. A tribal woman, who was passing by, saw them drowning and alerted the villagers. The information was relayed to the Khalapur police station, and several teams and ambulances were rushed to the



spot. “All five victims were pulled out within an hour and taken to the government hospital in Khalapur, where they were declared dead. The bodies were handed over to their next of kin after post mortem examination on Wednesday afternoon,” the officer added. The Khalapur police have registered Accidental Death Report in connection with the incident.



EDUCATIONAL



Bird keeper: Shri Gopaldasji Maharaj, Mahant of Khodiyar Dham, Porbandar, at his ashram which is a haven for the common house sparrow. He has put up more than 70 feeders and nests for the sparrows which abound in his ashram. VIJAY SONEJI *
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SITUATIONS VACANT GENERAL



EDUCATIONAL



TENDERS
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PUBLIC NOTICES PERSONAL LOST & FOUND It is notified for the information that original school leaving /migration certificate of year 2006, Roll no. 6247681 has been lost. Mahima Bhayana, S−118,Greater Kailash Part One, New Delhi, India
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IN BRIEF



13 beer outlets along Kannur National Highway shut



Karnataka govt. clears another steel flyover



Girl kidnapped from A.P. traced in J&K



Move draws flak from citizens’ groups



Staff Reporter GUNTUR



Govt. tells HC there was some confusion over status of the stretch



Staff Reporter Bengaluru



AI keeps Kerala Governor waiting, tenders apology THIRUVANANTHAPURAM



Air India tendered an apology to Kerala Governor P. Sathasivam on Wednesday for causing inconvenience to him due to flight delay, Raj Bhavan sources said. The governor had to wait for around two hours at the Karipur International Airport in Kozhikode due to the delay in the arrival of another flight from Doha.



Centre clears kambala Bill MANGALURU



The Union Ministry of Law and Justice has cleared the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Karnataka Amendment) Bill 2017, legalising kambala, the traditional slush track buffalo race. It will now send it to the President for his assent.



Kochi



The Kerala government on Wednesday informed the High Court that as many as 13 beer/wine parlours opened along the the Kannur-Vengalam-Kuttippuram National Highway had been shut following the High Court’s oral directive. When the petitions seeking review of the court’s earlier judgment on the issue came up for hearing, the government pleader submitted that no liquor vending shops were allowed along the Cherthala-OachiraThiruvananthapuram stretch as the government was sure that the stretch continued to be part of the National Highway. However, there was confusion about the status of the KannurVengalam-Kuttipuram Highway.



Bengaluru may soon get a steel flyover, not the mega flyover to the airport that was scrapped in the wake of citizens’ protests, but a smaller 326-metre one in the heart of the Central Business District. The Karnataka Cabinet on Wednesday cleared the proposal to build the flyover at Shivananda Circle, but the move has already drawn flak from citizens’ groups and traffic experts.



ected it to consider the claims of petitioner hoteliers in the light of the notifications and order issued with respect to the National Highways.



Special Correspondent



A file picture of customers queuing up in front of a liquor shop in Kerala. K. RAGESH *



The court directed the Deputy Commissioners of Excise in the districts of Kannur, Kozhikode and Malappuram to appear personally before it on June 14 with the files relating to the renewal of the beer and wine parlours opened along the Kannur-Kuttipuram stretch. The court observed that the



Deputy Commissioners concerned should have cleared the confusion about the status of the road before allowing these liquor shops to function. The court said it was not true that it had directed the government to take steps to allow the beer and wine parlous to open. It had only dir-



‘Not for confrontation’ In a related development, Kerala Excise Minister T.P. Ramakrishnan said the government was not for a confrontation with the court on allowing the operation of the liquor vends. He said the government had ordered the reopened outlets in Kannur, Kozhikode, and Malappuram districts to be closed again, following the court’s directive. “The government does not want a confrontation with the court. We have an open mind and will abide by the High Court ruling,” he said.



Proposed in 2011 The project, a short pass over the Shivananda Circle on Hare Krishna Road from Racecourse Road towards Seshadripuram, was first proposed in 2011. Though the financial bid was finalised in June 2016, it was not pursued following the earlier steel flyover fiasco.



However, now that it has been revived, it will be funded by the State government, and is expected to cost over ₹50 crore – ₹19.86 crore for the infrastructure and ₹32 crore for land acquisition. This is a far cry from the now-scrapped ₹1,800-crore steel flyover. The project is being opposed on three counts — lack of public consultation, opposition to flyovers within the central business district and the view that the flyover will not resolve traffic congestion on the stretch. Naresh Narasimhan of Citizens for Bengaluru, which led the citizens’ movement against the steel flyover that was proposed on Ballari Road, said, flyovers do not solve the problem of traffic congestion but only pass on the bottleneck to another area.



After 45 days of suspense, the minor girl, who was allegedly kidnapped by a former BSF constable from Guntur district of Andhra Pradesh, was traced in Samba tehsil in Jammu and Kashmir, near the border with Pakistan. A special team of the Guntur rural police led by Guntur Rural SP K. Narayan Naik traced the man and the girl there. The accused, Srirama Nageswara Rao, 45, used to drop the girl along with other students at the school in an auto and was working in a local factory. The 14-year-old girl, a Class VIII student, was allegedly kidnapped by the accused on April 21 from the ZP School at Ilavaram village. The local police, who registered a missing case initially, changed the sections and began a manhunt.



Telangana woman gets ‘triple talaq’ notice by post



They trimmed waistlines to get choice postings



Groom also took out an advertisement in regional daily



Sathish G.T.
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16 policemen in Chikkamagaluru, who shed flab under the Superintendent’s scheme, reap rewards posting to the station of their choice if they lost weight. Responding to it, 34 constables, head constables and ASIs registered their names and their weight back then. The SP installed a weighing machine in the front office to help the policemen keep track.



Chikkamagaluru



K.M.Dayashankar KARIMNAGAR



In what may well be the first instance of its kind in Telangana, a Muslim woman of Karimnagar town received ‘triple talaq’ through registered post from her husband, who works in Saudi Arabia, because she had allegedly failed to bring an additional dowry of ₹10 lakh. The man also took out an advertisement in a regional daily proclaiming the divorce. The woman’s father, Abdul Hameed, an advocate,



CM YK



said sending triple talaq within a year of marriage without following the ‘shariath’ law, that too through post, was illegal.



‘She was harassed’ Mr. Hameed said his daughter Ayesha Niloufer married Mohd. Sajid of Godhamgadda in Karimnagar on January 1, 2016. Ms. Niloufer is an IT professional working in Hyderabad. Sajid is also an IT professional based in Hara, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. The woman’s family said



they gave dowry of ₹5 lakh, 10 tolas of gold, an airconditioner, a motorcycle and furniture at the time of the marriage. However, from the third day of marriage, the groom’s family allegedly began demanding an additional dowry of ₹10 lakh, and subjected the woman to harassment. The woman’s family approached the court, which directed the Karimnagar Two town police to investigate the matter. A case has been registered against eight persons, including Sajid.



Constable Shivanna is lighter by 14 kg now, compared to his 78 kg in January. This has boosted not just his health and confidence, but also won him a transfer to a police station of his choice. Shivanna is one among the 16 policemen in Chikkamagaluru district of Karnataka who got transferred to the police station of their choice during transfer counselling on Wednesday. This was the “incentive” for shedding five or more kilos over the last few months as part of a



Gain after loss: Superintendent of Police K. Annamalai with the officials who got transferred. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



unique “scheme” launched by their senior officer. K. Annamalai, Superintendent of Police,



had in January called upon his force to maintain physical fitness and announced the incentive of a



7 kg cut on average Now, 16 have succeeded with the weight loss programme and shed over five kilos. “The average reduction among those chosen is seven kilogrammes. There are people who reduced more



than 10 kg. I am highly impressed,” said a thrilled Mr. Annamalai. Some worked for hours both in the morning and evening to cut flab. Many went swimming, jogging, walking or cycling and did yoga. The top performer is Shivanna who got posted to Kudremukh. Ravi G.R., who has been posted to Kadur, cut 10 kg from his 96. Sundaresh T.R, posted to Tarikere, also achieved a reduction of 10 kg. Those who missed this offer by a small margin have requested the officer to give them a second chance.
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8 buried alive in Mamata govt to depoliticise HP wall collapse students’ unions in Bengal



IN BRIEF



Thunderstorm hits Baddi town Endangered vultures sighted at Dudhwa



Staff Correspondent



LAKHIMPUR KHERI



Eight people, including four children, were killed and seven others seriously injured after a 20x80-foot wall of a sick unit at Baddi in Himachal Pradesh collapsed on huts belonging to migrant workers early on Wednesday. The deceased belonged to Uttar Pradesh. The incident happened around 1.30 a.m. after a massive thunderstorm and incessant rain hit Swraj Majra Gujra in Baddi township. The police said five bodies were recovered from the debris while three workers died on the way to the hospital. The injured persons have been admitted to PGI Hospital in Chandigarh.



After Bengal tigers and rhinoceros, the Dudhwa Tiger Reserve has now become an abode of vultures as over a hundred endangered birds were sighted in the Sonaripur range. “The group sighted is the endangered whiterumped vultures,” Deputy Director, Dudhwa Reserve, Mahavir Kaujlagi said. - PTI



Driver arrested for stealing cash bag JAIPUR



A 32-year-old driver who allegedly fled away with a cash bag containing about ₹60 lakh that his employer had left in his car, was arrested from Neem Ka Thana on Wednesday. Accused Bhagat Singh was arrested on the complaint of his employer Subhash Chandra Tyagi, a grain trader. PTI



Five held for robbing 8 kg gold from jeweller BAREILLY



The Uttar Pradesh Police on Wednesday arrested five persons in connection with a heist in which 8 kg of gold was looted from a city-based jeweller last week near here. On June 3, Abhilash Agarwal was returning to Bareilly from Lucknow with the gold when he was looted by five miscreants. PTI



SHIMLA



Poor construction Baddi residents accused the government and local administration of allowing unauthorised construction of makeshift structures in the industrial area. They said these structures are then rented out to migrant workers. The residents added that the collapsed wall didn’t have a proper foundation or concrete columns and collapsed like a pack of cards after the thunderstorm.



Nalagarh Sub-Divisional Magistrate Ashutosh Garg said families of the deceased persons had been given ₹25,000 each and the injured ₹10,000 each by the administration. The police have registered a case of negligence, while local MLA Ram Kumar has ordered the municipal authorities to shift all dwelling units located near industrial walls and manufacturing sheds. The municipal council will provide temporary accommodation to affected families.



Lightning kills livestock Inclement weather also resulted in massive losses to shepherds at Bharmour in Chamba district. Hundreds of sheep and goats were killed due to lightning in the early hours of Wednesday. A sum of ₹5,000 each was given to some shepherd families as compensation for loss of livestock. Heavy hail in many parts of apple-growing areas also resulted in huge losses to farmers. There were reports of numerous landslips on highways and roads at Sirmaur, Solan and Shimla districts. Uprooted trees and electric poles blocked traffic at some places.



JAMMU



A man and his daughter were killed when lightning struck a high-altitude grazing field in Jammu and Kashmir’s Rajouri district, the police said. The two were caught in high-speed winds and rain on Tuesday night when suddenly lightning struck Gabar Dhok in Rajouri district, killing them, they said. - PTI



Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday



‘College principal will hold post of students union chief’ Special Correspondent Kolkata



The Trinamool Congress government is all set to issue an order changing the very nature of students’ unions in West Bengal. Primarily aimed at depoliticising them, the proposed change has raised many eyebrows in the State which has a long history of student politics and produced not only Ministers and MPs, but also Chief Ministers like Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee and Mamata Banerjee. States Education Minister Partha Chatterjee told journalists that the system of students’ union elections followed by St Xavier’s College and Lady Brabourne College will be implemented across colleges and universities in the State. While the State government is yet to come out with a formal notification, details that have come out suggest that a principal or a college teacher will hold the post of students’ union president. Similarly, a college or university teacher will be treasurer of the body, robbing it of any financial freedom. Other proposals are in consonance with the recommendations of the Lyngdoh Committee, making a cer-



New move: Mamta government’s proposed move has raised many eyebrows in the State. FILE PHOTO *



tain percentage of attendance necessary for students to contest the polls. “I think holding elections every year is a waste of energy. I will ask the Education Minister to find out whether the St Xavier’s model can be adopted,” Ms Banerjee had said in an interview with a Bengali television channel in March. The aim of such a change is to depoliticise students’ unions. It is also aimed at doing away with the embarrassment of the ruling party over large-scale violence during students’ union elections. “Nothing can be called apolitical and if those above 18 years can exercise their



franchise, why can’t they have their elected representatives in colleges and universities,” said Madhuja Sen Roy, president of the Students’ Federation of India (SFI), the students’ wing of the Communist Party of India (Marxist). Ms. Sen Roy said the notification for changes in students’ union elections has not yet come out and once it is clear what changes have been proposed, the SFI along with other Left and democratic students’ unions will hit the streets in protest. She said it remains unclear whether students’ unions affiliated to political parties will be allowed to contest the polls or not.



Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet



Forecast for Thursday: Thunderstorm accompanied with squall/ gusty winds likely at isolated places over east Uttar Pradesh, east Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Chandigarh & Delhi, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, coastal Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. Heavy rain likely at isolated places over Konkan & Goa, Telangana, coastal Karnataka, south interior Karnataka and Kerala city rain max min Agartala................. —.... 37.0.... 28.0 Ahmedabad............ —.... 40.1.... 28.6 Aizawl ................... —.... 32.2.... 12.7 Allahabad .............. —.... 38.3.... 27.2 Bengaluru .............. —.... 28.4.... 22.4 Bhopal.................4.9.... 33.6.... 23.2 Bhubaneswar ......... —.... 38.0.... 26.1 Chandigarh ........61.5.... 32.5.... 20.2 Chennai .............12.2.... 40.0.... 27.0 Coimbatore............ —.... 32.0.... 24.0 Dehradun.............2.8.... 32.0.... 20.2 Gangtok................24.... 24.8.... 15.5 Goa ...................31.4.... 30.3.... 22.4 Guwahati ............... —.... 37.2.... 25.3 Hubballi................. —.... 27.0.... 22.0 Hyderabad ............. —.... 33.5.... 23.9 Imphal................... —.... 33.6.... 22.7 Jaipur .................... —.... 38.0.... 31.1 Kochi.................18.8.... 29.2.... 24.8 Kohima.................. —.... 29.1.... 18.2 Kolkata.................. —.... 37.9.... 29.1



Communal clashes leave many injured in Silchar Staff Reporter Kolkata



Clashes broke out between two communities in Silchar town of Assam on Tuesday evening. According to the police, 11 civilians and eight police officials were injured in largescale stone pelting at Janigunj. Confirming that the clashes were of a “communal nature”, a senior police of-



ficer told The Hindu that “tension spread in the area around 6.30 pm on Tuesday over the relationship of a couple from different communities.”



Nine arrested “We have arrested nine persons and seized six motorcycles and a car. Three autorickshaws were burnt down during the incident,” he said. According to the police,



there was no information of any house being attacked. However, an area resident said miscreants threw stones at her house and shattered the window panes. According to locals there was “some tension” in the area over the hearing of a case in a local court filed by the girl’s father against a young man from another community. However, “the verdict in the case was post-



poned. Soon after, some miscreants resorted to vandalism in the area,” a local said.



‘Still tense’ Even as the district police officials claimed that the situation was “under control”, locals said the area was “still tense.” Prohibitory orders under Section 144 of the CrPC have been imposed since Tuesday evening.



2 held for gender tests Special Correspondent Jaipur



The police arrested two agents of a private hospital in Jhunjhunu district on Wednesday for allegedly carrying out sex determination tests. The accused, Manish Kumar and Sher Singh, were caught red-handed when they took ₹35,000 from a decoy for an ultrasound scan for sex determination.



city rain max min Kozhikode ...........15.1.... 27.3.... 24.8 Kurnool ...............19.8.... 32.0.... 24.0 Lucknow.................. —.... 34.5.... 26.0 Madurai................... —.... 39.0.... 26.0 Mangaluru .............0.6.... 28.2.... 23.0 Mumbai................... —.... 34.4.... 28.4 Mysuru.................... —.... 28.1.... 20.8 New Delhi ............... —.... 37.2.... 26.0 Patna ..................39.6.... 27.4.... 23.3 Port Blair ............14.9.... 30.2.... 23.5 Puducherry.............. —.... 40.0.... 27.0 Pune ....................... —.... 33.1.... 24.4 Raipur ..................... —.... 40.2.... 27.9 Ranchi.................46.2.... 36.0.... 19.6 Shillong....................1.... 26.1.... 16.1 Shimla.................18.6.... 22.3.... 11.3 Srinagar ..............13.7.... 25.7.... 12.7 Trivandrum ..............2.... 30.8.... 25.0 Tiruchi .................... —.... 39.0.... 28.0 Vijayawada ............4.8.... 32.5.... 25.6 Visakhapatnam .......3.6.... 34.2.... 26.8



Particulate matter in the air you are breathing CITIES



Inter-faith couple reason for trouble, large-scale stone throwing in Janigunj Man, daughter killed by lightning in J&K



Weather Watch



Yesterday



SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE



Ahmedabad......... ....— .....— ...—........— .......—.......— Bengaluru ........... ....9....45..47........— .....38 ......* Chennai .............. ....5....26..32...... 86 .......— ......* Delhi................... ..21..112..52...... 73 ...288 ......* Hyderabad .......... ..39....21..12...... 41 .....65 ......* Kolkata ............... ..18....52..30........— ...121 ......* Lucknow ............. ..15....20..56.... 186 .......— ......* Mumbai .............. ..17....32..36...... 41 .....60 ......* Pune ................... ..14....27..71...... 26 .....26 ......* Vishakhapatnam.. ..25....48..40.... 111 ...106 ......*



In observation made at 4.00 p.m., Gurgaon, Haryana recorded an overall air quality index (AQI) score of 486 indicating an unhealthy level of pollution. In contrast, Tirupati recorded a healthy AQI score of 37



Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues and monuments. NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease (Individual pollutant data for various cities are averages for the previous day)
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IN BRIEF



Army officer, three militants Five more T.N. legislators killed in Nagaland encounter meet Dhinakaran



‘Nothing wrong in MLAs meeting party dy. general secretary’



College fees cannot be paid in cash: govt.



Civilian dies in crossfire, three jawans injured; arms and ammunition recovered



CHENNAI



NEW DELHI



Special Correspondent



The government has directed all universities and higher educational institutions across the country to ensure that no fees payments are made by students in cash mode from the upcoming academic session. The HRD Ministry has asked the University Grants Commission (UGC) to issue necessary advisory to all higher educational institutions in this regard. PTI



New Delhi



Man tries to take selfie with wild tusker, injured BHUBANESWAR



A man was seriously injured when he was attacked by a wild elephant while trying to take a selfie with the tusker in Dhenkanal district on Wednesday. Abhisekh Nayak of Masania village in Dhenkanal district has been admitted at a hospital here. The people were panic struck for the past two days as elephants had wandered into their villages. PTI



A Territorial Army officer was killed and three soldiers were injured during operations against a group of militants belonging to the United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) and the National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN-K) in Nagaland on Wednesday. Three militants were killed in the operations and one civilian, an auto driver, was killed in the crossfire. Major David Manlum with the Naga battalion of the Territorial Army (TA) was killed while leading the operations in Lapa Lempong and Oting village near Mon. Major Manlum is from Assam and belongs to a family of Armymen. His father is a retired subedar and his brother is currently serving.



Joint operation Army sources said the joint operation, by 164 TA and 12



Waiting to strike: A joint operation was launched against militants in Lapa Lempong and Oting village near Mon in Nagaland on Wednesday. PTI *



Para Special Forces of the Army, was launched following specific information on the militants’ movement on Tuesday night and the encounter began soon after. The casualty occurred



when the militants lobbed a grenade, officials said. The three injured soldiers of 12 Para were evacuated to the military hospital in Jorhat and are reportedly stable. Security forces have re-



A ‘people’s doctor’ treating patients under trees Manne Ravindra has been helping tribal people for over 47 years S. Murali YERRAGONDAPALEM



Bottles of intravenous (IV) fluid hang from tree branches. The entire area hums with activity, as scores of people, including Chenchu and Sugali tribals from Nallamalla hills throng the grounds. It is the site of the “people’s hospital” run by Dr. Manne Ravindra, in the mandal headquarters of Prakasam district. Dr. Ravindra, who attended Guntur Medical College before launching a practice that has logged 47 years, performs life-saving surgical procedures and treats outpatients for free. Malaria and tuberculosis are major health is-



Special correspondent



Laudable initiative: Dr. Manne Ravindra treats patients at Yerragondapalem in Prakasam district of Andhra Pradesh. KOMMURI SRINIVAS *



sues of malnourished tribal residents, who live in the remote Chenchu hamlets of the Nagarjunasagar Srisailam Tiger Reserve (NSTR) with big cats and other wild animals around, Dr. Ravindra says. Many patients are dehydrated and come to



the hospital for relief. The staff use tree branches to hang saline bottles to treat them. “I cannot turn patients away when they come with the hope of a cure,” Dr. Ravindra says. Every inch in the hospital, including the corridors, is filled with pa-



tients. Chenchus, who call themselves children of trees, prefer to be treated under trees, the doctor says. Tribals from the hilly region rarely get heart disease, while diabetes and hypertension are common among people from the plains, leading to cardiac and other major conditions, he says. Patients stay in private buildings adjacent to the hospital at a rent of ₹ 20 per bed. Even as he speaks, a girl, who has consumed poison, is rushed in, and put on ventilator support. Patients come from Mahabubnagar, Nalgonda and Ranga Reddy districts in Telangana for low cost surgery.



covered one AK-6, two AK guns of Chinese make, two grenades, three Improvised Explosive Devices (IED) and medicines from the area. Sanitisation operations are still under way.



Maoists warn of more attacks Staff reporter NAGPUR



The Communist Party of India (Maoist) has threatened to carry out more “Sukma-like attacks” on the security forces in Chhattisgarh. Two Maoist attacks in Sukma district, first in Kottecheru village and second in Burkapal village, had resulted in the death of 37 CRPF men earlier this year. Sounding out the warning in an audio statement, spokesperson of the CPI (Maoist) Danda Karanya Special Zonal Committee (DKSZC), Vikalp, accused the security forces of running a campaign of terror in the Bastar region. The Maoists had killed 25 CRPF men in the Burkapal on April 25 which was the biggest attack on the security forces by the rebels in the last seven years. The Maoist leader also accused the security forces of killing Baman Madkam of Burkapal village in a “fake encounter”. He also vowed to continue the PLGA’s opposition to the “Operation Green Hunt” and threatened to execute more Burkapal like attacks.



As the rift between AIADMK (Amma) deputy general secretary T.T.V. Dhinakaran and Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami widened, five more legislators met Mr. Dhinakaran at his residence and expressed solidarity with him, taking the number of MLAs supporting him to 32. Significantly, Dairy Development Minister K.T. Rajenthra Bhalaji went on record saying there was nothing wrong in legislators meeting Mr. Dhinakaran. Responding to questions from journalists, he said, “There is nothing wrong in our MLAs calling on Mr. Dhinakaran, who is the deputy general secretary of the party.” Asked who the party’s leader was, he responded, “only Chinnamma (jailed general secretary V.K. Sasikala).” Mr. Bhalaji’s endorsement of MLAs meeting with Mr. Dhinakaran was in contrast to the earlier appeal made



Edappadi K. Palaniswami



by his senior Cabinet colleague and Finance Minister D. Jayakumar to party cadres not to have any association with the “sidelined” deputy general secretary or his family members. Mr. Jayakumar had made the appeal after a meeting of around 20 Ministers and senior party functionaries chaired by him had unanimously decided to reiterate their opposition to Mr. Dhinakaran or his associates playing any active role in the party or the government. However, MLAs supporting Mr. Dhinakaran said they would not withdraw support to Mr. Palaniswami’s govern-



ment. Likewise, Mr. O. Panneerselvam, leader of the AIADMK (PTA), said his party would not be responsible for the fall of the government. Tiruparankundram MLA A.K. Bose, who called on Mr. Dhinakaran, hit out at ministers for seeking to sideline the latter. “The Ministers don’t have any right to talk about party affairs. They can only talk about their respective departments. Only the general secretary has the authority to talk about party affairs,” he said after meeting Mr. Dhinakaran at his residence. Electricity Minister P. Thangamani told The Hindu that despite 32 MLAs extending support to Mr. Dhinakaran “there is no threat to the government”. Meanwhile, the State cabinet is scheduled to meet at 3 p.m. on Thursday ahead of the start of the Assembly session on June 14. Observers say the fissures in the AIADMK may well play out on the floor of the legislature.



Supreme Court sets aside HC order on PG medical seats Says Allahabad court had overstepped its jurisdiction Legal Correspondent NEW DELHI



Noting that the Allahabad High Court “overstepped” its jurisdiction, the Supreme Court on Wednesday set aside the High Court’s decision to remove the 50% institutional quota for admission to postgraduate medical courses in Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) and Banaras Hindu University (BHU). A Bench of Justices Ashok Bhushan and Deepak Gupta further extended the time for filling the seats till June 12. “The High Court did not take into consideration the fact that the State [Uttar Pradesh] had no power to control admission to these universities. Therefore, we



are clearly of the view that the High Court overstepped its jurisdiction and the order of the High Court is erroneous and is liable to be set aside,” the court decided in a 21-page judgment. The court said the issue of the 50% reservation of seats was not before the High Court when it passed order on May 29. The Bench also found that AMU, BHU, Medical Council of India (MCI) and the Union of India were also not parties before the High Court. The court held that in Central universities 100% admissions to MBBS course are based on all-India examination. There is no State quota for seats in Central universities like the AMU and the



BHU or other Central institutions like the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS). “These seats have to be filled up on the basis of merit and institutional preference could be given to the extent permissible, i.e., 50% , as has been held by a catena of decisions including the Constitution Bench judgment of this court in the case of Saurabh Chaudri,” the court observed.



Incentive marks The court also set aside the direction of the High Court denying incentive marks to MBBS doctors who had served in remote and difficult areas even though they had cleared their MBBS examination from outside Uttar Pradesh.



Shooter produced in court in wildlife smuggling case Staff Reporter Meerut



Prashant Bishnoi, a national-level shooter, who is a key accused in multicrore gun-running and wildlife smuggling case, was presented before a Meerut court on Wednesday by the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI). The court remanded Mr. Bishnoi in 14 days judicial custody. Forest department officials said they would seek his custody for interrogation.



CM YK



The DRI arrested Mr. Bishnoi on June 3, more than a month after busting the alleged racket of poaching, illegal wildlife hunting and arms smuggling, by seizing 140 weapons, 50,000 cartridges and animal skin of leopard and blackbuck from his residence in Meerut. He was arrested and sent to Tihar jail. The DRI had registered cases against him under Sections 132 (false declaration, false documents) and 135 (evasion of duty or



prohibitions) of the Customs Act, 1962. The Forest department officials are also planning to apply for his remand in separate cases of possessing meat, bones and skulls of animals under the Wildlife Protection Act 1972. Besides, the arms and animal skin, the DRI officials had recovered antlers, bones and ivory tusk, 15 stuffed deer, sambhar, blackbuck and ₹1 crore from Mr. Bishnoi’s house.
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Retrieving ground in Afghanistan The legitimacy of its institutions, including the unity government and the security forces, must be enhanced



Holding the rate ast week provided a grim reminder of the worsening security situation in Afghanistan. A suicide attack on May 31 in the heart of Kabul, with a truck bomb containing 1,500 kg of explosives, has left more than 150 persons dead and hundreds injured. No one has claimed responsibility and the Taliban issued a statement denying any involvement. Afghan intelligence have blamed the Haqqani network working together with the Pakistani Inter-Services Intelligence, a charge vehemently rejected by the Pakistani government. Two days later when over a thousand people collected near the site, the mood of the demonstrators was anti-government. Banners and slogans were raised calling on the government to resign. As the demonstrators moved towards the presidential palace, police used water cannons and tear gas to break up the crowd. According to the police, some protesters were armed and began shooting, forcing the police to retaliate. Half a dozen protesters were killed. Among them was Salim Izadyar, son of Mohammed Alam Izadyar, a prominent Tajik and the Deputy Speaker of the Meshrano Jirga (Upper House).



L



Fault lines exposed The following day, on June 3, at Izadyar’s funeral, three suicide attackers blew themselves up killing more than 20 and injuring over a hundred mourners. Among those present were Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah, Foreign Minister Salahuddin Rabbani and former intelligence chief Amrullah Saleh, who escaped any injuries. A fourth attacker was nabbed and has admitted to having been recruited and trained by the Taliban in Quetta.



L



eo Varadkar, the son of an Indian immigrant, is set to be Ireland’s Prime Minister after he won an internal contest to lead the centre-right Fine Gael, the senior coalition partner in the Republic’s minority government. The outspoken Mr. Varadkar, the incumbent Social Protection Minister, is to take over the reins of the party and country from Enda Kenny, who is stepping down after heading the party for 15 years and the country for six. Mr. Varadkar will be Ireland’s first-ever openly gay Prime Minister with minority and immigrant roots. He is just 38 years old, and thus in a club of young world leaders with France’s Emmanuel Macron and Canada’s Justin Trudeau. While it is indeed remarkable that a person of Mr. Varadkar’s background has been elected to lead Ireland, what is even more striking is that during the ruling party’s elections voters focussed not on his background but on his policies. This speaks volumes for how far the country has come on its social attitudes. Ireland is deeply religious. Catholicism, the state religion, has a far-reaching influence on many aspects of Irish life, including birth, death and marriage. Abortions, except to save the mother’s life, are illegal; divorce, legalised in the 1990s, requires a four-year separation; and gay marriage was legalised just recently. As Prime Minister, Mr. Kenny steered Ireland out of the financial collapse of 2008-2010 and campaigned, successfully, for the European Union (EU) to recognise Ireland’s unique position during the forthcoming Brexit negotiations between Brussels and London. The Republic of Ireland is contiguous with Northern Ireland, and therefore the only EU country that shares a land border with the U.K. Mr. Kenny leaves office having convinced the EU to address the fallout for Ireland during Brexit negotiations. He also leaves Mr. Varadkar a vastly improved economy, with an unemployment rate close to 7%, about half of what it was in 2012. Mr. Varadkar will now have to build on his predecessor’s success and address his failures, including a severe housing shortage and a police service that has demonstrated an ability to collude with other public agencies to punish whistle-blowers and cover up corruption. As regards Brexit, Mr. Varadkar will have to ensure that the Common Travel Area, a mechanism by which British and Irish citizens can live and work in the two countries, is maintained, and that the border between the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland is not reinstated. He will also have to manage the economic impact of Brexit on trade and jobs in the event that the negotiations diminish Britain’s access to the European single market. Finally, as Prime Minister, he will be expected to shepherd further reforms in laws relating to divorce and abortion if he wishes to further align the Republic’s values with those of the EU and other liberal democracies. CM YK



Deteriorating security There is talk about pushing through a parliamentary election



spends nearly $18 billion on maintaining its troop presence (it costs slightly more than $2 million a year to deploy a U.S. soldier in Afghanistan). In comparison, raising and equipping a brigade of Special Forces would cost a billion dollars a year. Therefore Gen. Nicholson’s idea of a slight increase in international troop presence can only work only if it is coupled with practical ways of enhancing Afghan capabilities.



Mirage of reconciliation In recent years, numerous initiatives to bring the Taliban to the negotiating table have been attempted. A Taliban office in Doha was intended to get the Taliban negotiators away from the ISI’s control but turned out to be a non-starter. The four-country quadrilateral group involving China along with Pakistan, the U.S. and Afghanistan came to an abrupt end when it was revealed that Mullah Omar was no longer alive and had died, possibly two years earlier. Russia is now promoting the idea of talks by playing up the idea of the larger threat of the Islamic State that has emerged in eastern Afghanistan in Nangarhar province though this has failed to carry much traction with the Afghan authorities. President Ghani is putting his faith in a new regional initiative, similar in composition to the Heart of Asia process. If the past is any guide, none of these will yield any concrete benefits because unless the ground situation is materially altered, any talk of reconciliation with the Taliban remains premature and ends up conveying mixed signals, to the Afghans, the Taliban and Pakistan. If the gains of the last fifteen years are to be preserved, the only option is to enhance legitimacy of the Afghan institutions: the NUG, the election process and the Afghan National Security Forces.



Rakesh Sood is a former Ambassador to Afghanistan and currently Distinguished Fellow at the Observer Research Foundation. E-mail: [email protected]



The neutrino opportunity Setbacks to the Neutrino Observatory show the need to garner public support for scientific research



The PM-in-waiting Ireland’s new leader Leo Varadkar will have to oversee issues of Brexit and social reform



from the highly centralised presidential system introduced in 2003 towards a more federal arrangement. In 2003 too, the Northern Alliance had demanded the position of a PM but had to be content with the compromise of a President and two Vice-Presidents on the tacit understanding that the two Vice-Presidents would come from the smaller ethnic groups. The U.S. had strongly backed the idea of a strong American-style presidency, overlooking the fact that the institutional checks and balances of the U.S. system were missing in the war-ravaged country. The constitutional amendment for converting the position of the CEO into that of PM is still pending as parliamentary elections which were due in 2015 have not taken place; these elections were to be preceded by changes in the election procedures which were to be worked out by a special commission that would, in turn, be approved by a newly constituted Independent Election Commission. With this process having come to a halt and a change of administration in Washington, differences between President Ghani and Dr. Abdullah today can no longer be patched up. They keep erupting, reflecting a governance structure that is both under internal strain and external attack by the Taliban. The visible anti-government sentiment is a worrying sign.



Coming in quick succession, these events have exposed the weaknesses of the National Unity Government (NUG), emboldening the opposition. Dr. Abdullah has appealed for calm and said that if it helps, he is ready to step down. It is clear that his support base has eroded. Meanwhile, Foreign Minister Rabbani hinted at conspiracies. Protesters have pitched a tent outside the hospital in the area, which has become a focal point for speeches by Tajik leaders, including former Vice-President Ahmad Zia Massoud, who hold the Pashtun-dominated government of President Ashraf Ghani responsible. The Tajik-led Jamiat is now reaching out to other ethnic groups, Uzbeks and the Hazaras. Meanwhile, Uzbek leader and Vice President Abdul Rashid Dostum left for Turkey last month for ‘medical treatment’ following growing public criticism after his security guards sexually assaulted a political rival. The NUG agreement, concluded in September 2014, with strong backing of the U.S., was more than just a means of resolving the electoral dispute between the two candidates, Ashraf Ghani and Abdullah Abdullah. It was a power-sharing arrangement between the Pashtuns who have traditionally ruled Afghanistan and the non-Pashtuns (Tajiks, Uzbeks and Hazaras). The creation of the post of the Chief Executive, to be converted into the position of a Prime Minister within two years, was an attempt at moving away



jaiby joseph & m.p. ram mohan
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ndia’s wait to join the elite club of countries undertaking neutrino research suffered a procedural delay in March this year when the National Green Tribunal (NGT) suspended the environmental clearance (EC) granted to the Indiabased Neutrino Observatory (INO), and ordered it to file a fresh application for clearance. The proposed INO project primarily aims to study atmospheric neutrinos in a 1,300-m deep cavern in the Bodi West Hills in Theni district, Tamil Nadu. If completed, the INO would house the largest magnet in the world, four times more massive than the European Organization for Nuclear Research, CERN’s Compact Muon Solenoid (CMS) detector’s magnet. Neutrinos are tiny particles, almost massless, that travel at near light speeds. Born from violent astrophysical events such as exploding stars and gamma ray bursts, they are abundant in the universe, and can move as easily through matter as we move



through air. They are notoriously difficult to track down. If you hold your hand towards the sunlight for one second, about a billion neutrinos from the sun will pass through it; this is because they are the byproducts of nuclear fusion in the sun. These little wisps hold the blueprint of nature, which the INO project aims to use to understand some of the unsolved mysteries of the universe. While the suspension of INO’s environmental clearance is a setback, the scientific community hopes these procedural lapses will be addressed in an earnest and time-bound manner. The NGT’s March 2017 order further delays the start of the project. Now the earliest conceivable completion date is projected as 2022. The INO will fall further behind other facilities including China’s Jiangmen Underground Neutrino Observatory ( JUNO), expected to open in 2019.



What it involves The INO project also has its critics. Many argue, among other things, that the explosives used in construction are a threat to the highly sensitive ecology of the Western Ghats, and that the relevant radiation safety studies for carrying out the long baseline neutrino experiment in the second phase of INO have not been done. The pro-



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR The farmer in distress Agriculture is the backbone of the Indian economy but the sad part is that it is still in a rudimentary stage, which ultimately affects the overall economy. The most egregious and heartbreaking instance of the agricultural crisis is the ongoing strike by farmers in Maharashtra since June 1. Their basic demands, which range from a full waiver of farm loans, hikes in the minimum support price for agricultural produce to writing-off pending electricity bills, underscore their desolate condition. At the heart of the crisis is the unjustified fall in the prices of agricultural goods despite a bumper crop ascribed to a good monsoon this year, which has made farmers disillusioned. There have to be steps to reform the agricultural produce market committee system such as



posed excavation is planned to be carried out by a controlled blast, limiting the impact of vibrations with the help of computer simulations. Additionally, building the INO involves constructing an underground lab accessed by a 2 kmlong horizontal access tunnel, resembling a road tunnel. Such tunnels have been built extensively in India and the relevant studies show that the environmental impact (mainly dust and noise in the initial phase) have been managed. In the second phase, the INO project initially had planned to be set up as a far detector for the Neutrino Factory, which is a proposed particle accelerator. This may not be necessary because of the discoveries already being made in the field. Even if you build it, the radiation from the neutrino beam alone on an average would be one



in 100 millionth of the natural radiation, which is negligible. The procedural lapses and assumptions about the project’s agenda have made a project of this scale hard to bear fruit in India. Further, allegations such as neutrinos being radioactive particles and that the INO will double up the storage of nuclear waste have damaged the collaboration’s many years of outreach efforts. Any further delays could defeat the purpose of the project because similar projects elsewhere could undermine India’s efforts. For those who argue that ₹1,500 crore is a waste of money, it might be instructive to look back at the enormous achievements 20th century has brought in on the pillars of relativity and quantum mechanics.



Long history of research Neutrino research has a long history in India. In the 1960s and 1970s, a group of scientists led by the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research detected some unusual experimental observations, the socalled Kolar events in the Kolar Gold Fields (KGF) in Karnataka. Half a century later, however, these events remain as science fiction, yet to be explained and unravelled. From the 1980s, neutrino enthusiasts discussed the possibility of a neutrino observatory located in In-



dia. In 2002, a document was presented to the Department of Atomic Energy which laid out an ambitious plan to establish the INO. Since then, fast-paced developments have taken place in neutrino physics. Consider this: more than half the Nobel Prizes in physics in the past 50 years have been awarded to basic research in particle physics; this includes the 2015 Prize for the discovery of neutrino oscillations. On January 5, 2015, the Union cabinet gave its approval to establish the INO at an estimated cost of ₹1,500 crore, the most expensive basic science project in India. While public apprehensions in such projects are understandable, they also demonstrate that communication between the scientific community and the public needs to be more basic and democratic. For a country of young minds, we should generate sufficient public support for such high technology and science projects.



Jaiby Joseph, Assistant Professor, Department of Physics, K.E. College, Mannanam, Kerala, is a collaborator of the INO project. E-mail: [email protected]. M.P. Ram Mohan, an Associate Professor at the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad, works on nuclear risk regulation and governance. E-mail: [email protected]
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ascribing each crop with genuine price signals, increasing crop insurance and introducing a model contract farming law. These will go a long way in freeing farmers from MSP-driven crop planning. Anisha, Rohtak, Haryana



In his 32-minute-long speech delivered extempore in the Central Hall of Parliament in May 2014, Narendra Modi said that his “government is one which thinks about the poor, listens to the poor and which exists for the poor.... This government is for the villagers, farmers, Dalits and the oppressed....” Now after reports of firing at and killing of farmers, is this what Mr. Modi meant when he said that “this government is for their aspirations”? Nothing can justify police firing on
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he Reserve Bank of India’s decision to keep the policy interest rate unchanged, and reaffirm its “neutral” policy stance, clearly indicates that policymakers at the central bank are singularly focussed on their primary remit of ensuring price stability while supporting economic growth. That the RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee has chosen to do so in the face of clamour for a rate cut, and Consumer Price Index data and the bank’s own survey of households’ inflation expectations appearing benign, points to the MPC’s determination to reassert the central bank’s independence, especially in the rate-setting realm. Laying out its reasoning for opting to remain “watchful”, the RBI has raised pertinent questions relating to the outlook for price stability, the foremost being whether the “unusually low momentum in the reading for April will endure”. It posits that the easing trend in inflation, excluding food and fuel, may be transient given its vulnerability to rising rural wage growth and strong consumption demand. And the elephant in the room, in the MPC’s opinion, is the real prospect of inflationary spillovers from the rising risk of fiscal slippages caused by farm loan waivers — Uttar Pradesh has set the stage, and Maharashtra’s government has vowed to come up with the State’s largest-ever. Observing that inflation has fallen below 4% only since November 2016, the RBI has reiterated its commitment to keeping the headline reading close to that figure on a “durable basis”. The MPC acknowledges that the latest monsoon forecast augurs well for the agriculture sector, and when viewed in conjunction with continuing robust government spending, it ought to help undergird overall momentum in the economy. The RBI’s business expectations index based on its industrial outlook survey of April points to upbeat prospects for the manufacturing sector in the second quarter of the current fiscal year, spurred by rising rural and overseas demand. However, on the growth front too the RBI’s policy panel has opted for caution given that the Central Statistics Office’s GDP and GVA (gross value added) data released last month suggest that the effects of demonetisation have lingered on. The RBI has accordingly cut its GVA growth forecast for the year ending in March 2018 by 10 basis points to 7.3% and flagged the risks that global political uncertainties, rising input costs and wage pressures and the twin balance sheet problem (an over-leveraged corporate sector and stressed lenders) pose to a revival in private investment demand and a more durable economic expansion. Spelling out the priorities, the MPC has said monetary policy can be effective only when private investment has revived, the banking sector’s health is restored and infrastructure bottlenecks are removed. To do otherwise “risks disruptive policy reversals later and the loss of credibility” of the RBI.
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The RBI has rightly opined that premature action risks ‘disruptive policy reversals later’



next year and advancing the presidential election by a year (it is due in 2019) to save costs. However, the deteriorating situation raises questions about the feasibility of elections. Today, less than 60% of Afghanistan’s territory is under government control; the rest is either contested by or under the Taliban. While putting its weight behind the NUG in 2014, the Obama administration also backed the idea of ‘a lasting political settlement between the Afghan government and the Taliban’. To this end, he announced that 8,400 U.S. troops would stay on in Afghanistan (together with another 5,000 from NATO partners) in an ‘assist, advise and train’ mission. The Trump administration has yet to announce its policy though indications are it might authorise an increase of 3,000-5,000 in U.S. troop levels. This is the figure mentioned by General John Nicholson in his testimony to the U.S. Congress in February and has been supported by both Defence Secretary Jim Mattis and National Security Adviser H.R. McMaster. Gen. Nicholson described the current situation as a ‘stalemate’ which needed to be tilted in favour of the Afghan security forces. Like his predecessors, he too held Pakistan responsible for the Taliban’s successes, pointing out that eliminating external sanctuary and support is essential to the success of the mission. Yet, other than calling for a ‘holistic response’, he failed to specify what this would entail. Since the U.S. has been unable to change Pakistan’s behaviour despite having provided nearly $34 billion in economic and military assistance since 2002 accompanied by occasional threats to suspend or withhold the funds, enhancing capability of the Afghan security forces remains the only option. This means strengthening the Special Forces in both the Army and the Police as these are most effective in fighting the insurgency and providing air power and artillery. The U.S. provides $3.4 billion out of the NATO’s annual support of $4 billion for the Afghan National Security Forces. In addition, it



agitating farmers and the government should have given utmost priority to redress their genuine grievances (“5 killed as police fire on M.P. farmers”, June 7). The nation lives not because of its bureaucrats, politicians, rulers, engineers, doctors and the corporate world but because of our farmers. When they protest, this is not the way to counter them.



is all the more important than saving it during summer and it is our collective responsibility to ensure that not a single drop is wasted. While governments should ensure desilting of tanks and other waterbodies periodically, households and individuals should practise water harvesting in their little ways which will vastly improve the water table.



Sukumaran C.V.,



Hyderabad



Kshirasagara Balaji Rao,



Palakkad, Kerala



A hasty rollout? Catching the rain The IMD’s prediction that the country is likely to receive more rains this monsoon than estimated is encouraging but the question is how far we are prepared to conserve all this rainwater (“IMD predicts more rain this monsoon”, June 7). Storing rainwater during the monsoon season



As July 1, the day of reckoning, is fast approaching, news that the GST interface is not fully geared to make the implementation process simple and easier is shocking ( June 7). It is unbelievable that a country which is home to some of the best software professionals is lagging



behind in building a foolproof system for its own needs. Rolling out the GST without getting the basics right will spell disaster for the economy in general and the common man in particular. The common man has yet to understand fully the implications and the extent of the GST. The attitude of the government seems to be that of crossing the bridge when it gets to it. Instead of taking everyone by surprise, the endeavour of the government should be to make the GST discernible. A panel comprising economists, bureaucrats, lawmakers and representatives from the chambers of commerce must iron out all issues. Perhaps the GST can be deferred by a few months, say to January 1, and aligned with the new financial year. Subramanian Venkatraman, Chennai



Tall leader In the demise of Era Sezhiyan, the nation has lost an affable, unassuming and knowledgeable parliamentarian who stood tall among political leaders and was loved by all irrespective of party affiliation (“Veteran parliamentarian Era Sezhiyan breathes his last at 95”, June 7). On more than one occasion he refused to accept positions of power. He was an authority on parliamentary procedures and Speakers often looked up to him for clarifications and advice from time to time in exigencies. Leaders like Sezhiyan who maintained unquestionable probity in public life are difficult to come by in the present political scenario. S. Vaithianathan, Madurai



more letters online: www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/
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Social boycotts and no-triple-talaq conditions in prenuptial contracts will not bring gender justice



a. faizur rahman



Some of the options Before we go into the necessity for judicial oversight of divorces, the question that needs to be answered is: Do Muslim women really have equal right to divorce in India? Let’s examine some of the options that are spoken of as liberal rights of Muslim women. Faskh: This is not the equivalent of talaq-e-bid’a (instant triple divorce) where women can unilaterally divorce their husbands in one go without judicial intervention. In faskh, the woman approaches the Qazi and it is he who annuls the marriage on her behalf provided he finds merit in her petition. Therefore, unless the husband’s unadjudicated unilateral right to talaq-e-bid’a is withdrawn, faskh cannot cannot be counted as an equal or reasonable option for Muslim women to dissolve their marriage. Talaq-e-tafweez: Under the prevailing Muslim law in India, a husband can either pronounce talaq himself or give this power to an agent. If the agent happens to be his wife, the delegated right is called talaq-e-tafweez. It is obvious here that insofar as the wife is concerned, this right is not her own. It flows from her husband. If he refuses to devolve it to her, she will not be able to divorce him. Moreover, even after granting talaq-e-tafweez the husband retains the right to talaqe-bid’a which hangs over the wife’s head like the proverbial sword of Damocles. In the Koran-based Islamic law the question of the husband delegating to his wife the power to divorce does not arise. She enjoys rights on a par with her husband under the dictum wala hunna mislul lazi alai hinna bil ma’aroof (Koran 2:228). In other words, asking women to secure their right to divorce through tafweez
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Ever since the Attorney General told the Supreme Court that the government will bring in a comprehensive divorce law for Muslims if the court outlaws triple talaq, some commentators have been arguing that the wider and more liberal right of divorce of Muslim women should not be taken away for the sake of judicial oversight of divorces.



would amount to forcing them to concede the legal superiority of their husbands as males, and their own inferiority as females. Talaq-e-tafweez finds no mention in the Koran or any Prophetic hadees. Khula and mubarah: Under the present Muslim law, divorce at the instance of the wife is called khula. It cannot be described as an unconditional or absolute right of the wife because it violates the legal parity given to Muslim women in the Koran by laying down the conditions that for the offer of khula to be valid, a) it must be accompanied by a consideration (usually monetary) known as evaz, and b) the offer must be accepted by the husband. This interpretation is supported by the Compendium of Islamic Laws (CIL) published by the All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) in 2001. It states: “Termination of marital relation by the husband in consideration for a return agreed upon by the parties is khula, whether it is through the word khula’, or by mubara’at, or by the word talaq or any other of its synonyms.” (p.93) It may be pointed out here that mubarah is the only form of divorce in which the wife enjoys legal equality with her husband. But the AIMPLB, by equating it with khula and talaq, has made even mubarah contingent on the husband’s consent. Lian: As per the Koranic definition (in 24:6-9) lian is not a form of di-



vorce. It is a kind of mutual swearing that averts punishment for adultery. According to the Koran, a husband who does not have any witnesses, except himself, to prove his wife’s adultery must swear by God four times that he is speaking the truth, and again for a fifth time invoking the curse of God on himself if his accusation is proved to be a lie. However, if the accused wife too goes through the same process of swearing to counter her husband, the punishment for adultery shall not be imposed on her. The Koran does not elaborate on the effect of lian on the marriage. But the CIL states that after the mutual swearing, “the qazi will effect separation between the parties, and it will amount to an irrevocable divorce”. (p. 88). This clearly shows that lian is not a divorce at the instance of wife. Even if it is considered so, it not unilateral or instant like talaq-e-bid’a and is limited to cases involving accusations of adultery. Khiyar al buloogh: This anachronistic doctrine is actually a tacit justification of child marriage and hence cannot be accepted as an option available to an adult Muslim woman to dissolve her marriage. According to the Hanafi law treatise Fataawa al-Hindiya, the marriage contracted on behalf of a minor by any guardian other than the father and paternal grandfather can be revoked by the minor on attaining the



age of puberty through khiyar al-buloogh or, the Option of Puberty. It is sad to see Muslim theologians trumpeting khiyar-al-buloogh as a progressive provision in Islamic shariah even while justifying the marriage of minors and declaring that a minor girl’s marriage subsists till she invalidates it.They conveniently ignore the fact that marriage being a contract in Islam, a contract signed by a minor girl is legally invalid and hence not binding on her. Strangely, the concept of Option of Puberty continues to find a place in The Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act, 1939. Section 2 (vii) of this Act states that “a woman married under Muslim law shall be entitled to obtain a decree for dissolution of her marriage” on the ground “that, she having been given in marriage by her father or other guardian before she attained the age of fifteen years, repudiated the marriage before attaining the age of eighteen years, provided that the marriage has not been consummated.” It would be interesting to examine the reconcilability of Section 2 (vii) with The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006.



Restoring legal equality It is unbelievable that doctrines that deny equality to Muslim women and seek to perpetuate their legal inferiority are being presented as liberal out-of-court divorce provisions. Certainly, our courts should not be further burdened with the additional load of Muslim divorces. But what gets adjudicated in Alternative Dispute Resolution centres too cannot be based on gender-discriminatory provisions of the AIMPLB-endorsed law. Any law that violates the egalitarian principles of the Koran or the humane teachings of the Prophet cannot be termed “Muslim” law. Therefore, the only way to restore the legal equality of Muslim women and pre-empt the state’s legislative interference in the Muslim Personal Law is for the AIMPLB to declare instant triple talaq invalid with immediate effect, and make the Koranic procedure of talaq gender-neutral. Social boycotts and no-triple-talaq conditions in nikahnamas (prenuptial contracts) will not remedy the legal inferiority of women under the prevailing Muslim law. A. Faizur Rahman is an independent researcher and secretary general of the Chennai-based Islamic Forum for the Promotion of Moderate Thought. E-mail: [email protected]



Terror and the Metropolitan Police Preventing future terror attacks in London rests heavily on the trust that exists between the police and the community



r.k. raghavan When Cressida Dick (56), the first lady officer to preside over the 188-year-old Metropolitan Police (Met), assumed office on April 10 this year, she should certainly have known that she was taking up one of the toughest police jobs anywhere in the world. A city of over eight million with a hugely diverse population, London, by any standards, is complex to police. Crime is on the rise, if not statistically, at least in public perception. The phenomenon of ‘knife crime’, mainly by white youth, has assumed dangerous proportions, with the Met having to form special task forces to handle it sternly. The situation is compounded by a tinge of politics, caused especially by differences between an incumbent government belonging to one party and the Mayor to a different party. Although she is a Home Office appointee, the Commissioner reports to the Mayor. Not long ago a Conservative Mayor, Boris Johnson, gave hell to Ian Blair, appointed by the Labour government in 2005. Mr. Blair had to finally call it a day. This is the political backdrop against which Ms. Dick has to operate. She does not owe her job to either political party, and is generally known to be apolitical and a thorough professional. But she has had a torrid early tenure: first, the strain of coping with the aftermath of the March 22 attack near Parliament, and now last week’s attacks at London Bridge and Borough Market, both in central London. Fortunately, the lightning-like response of the police to the first of the two attacks of last week has won wholesome praise from everyone. Ms. Dick can therefore rest assured that her force will not be lacking in speed if the capital is again subjected to violence. However, the question many Londoners are asking is, how can the police foil a future assault? Do they have enough resources, manpower and legal authority? It is difficult to answer in the affirmative. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK



Declare instant triple talaq invalid



The need for numbers Terrorist violence since 9/11 has repeatedly proved that despite all technological assist-



ance that the police have been given, the latter need more hands. There is nothing as reassuring to the public as seeing an armed policeman in uniform on the street. The Met and the rest of U.K. police have no doubt a litany of complaints against successive Conservative governments, chief of them being an unimaginatively drastic reduction in police strength. A rough estimate is of a loss of about 12,000 jobs in the past seven years. This comes at a time when the police have on their radar about 3,500 terror suspects, and 28,000 “persons of interest”. While the Met has about 30,000 men and women, the rest of the country has only about 90,000. There is a clear mismatch here between resources and workload. The next major issue that confronts the police leadership is: Can the Met and the rest of the U.K. police do more to prevent terrorist attacks? Yes, they can, provided there is a blanket assurance that no policeman will be hauled up for any bona fide action against a terrorist suspect. The task requires constant updating of police dossiers. This calls for sustained fieldwork to collect basic data. Whether the existing police strength — with the assistance of MI5, the domestic intelligence outfit — is sufficient to do this is a moot question.



Keeping tabs on radicals There are known hotspots in London, Birmingham and a host of other places where frustrated Muslim youth are susceptible to recruitment to the militant ideology. Physical and electronic surveillance by the police of suspects is in place. An eye is being kept also on certain mosques for disseminating objectionable propaganda material. The problem, however, is that the arm of the law doesn’t extend to indoctrinated, radicalised youth until they commit a crime — this explains the phenomenon of persons let off after questioning going on to indulge in violence. Ultimately the effectiveness of action in such situations rests heavily on the trust that exists between the police and the community. To be specific, there is a need for ceaseless communication channels that would help identify indoctrinated/radicalised youth; where there is a hiatus, little can be achieved. Despite all the confidence in the overall ability of the police to keep the average citizen safe, what is of concern is the growing feeling that terrorism can never be rooted out completely. R.K. Raghavan is a former CBI Director
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Spelling out their success



FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 8, 1967



U.A.R., Iraq reject U.N. appeal for cease-fire



Bilingualism may explain why Indians do so well in global spelling contests



The United Arab Republic and Iraq to-day [ June 7] rejected the United Nations Security Council’s call for an immediate ceasefire in West Asia. Arab countries are determined to continue the war Cairo Radio said and blared anew the call for all-out war. Israel late last night [ June 6] told the U.N. Council that it would abide by the U.N. cease-fire call if the “Arabs did like wise.” The U.N. Security Council last night [ June 6] unanimously adopted a resolution calling for an immediate cease-fire and a cessation of all further military activities in West Asia. The text of the resolution, over the wording of which the 15 members of the Council had wrestled for over 36 hours, was immediately transmitted to Tel Aviv and the various Arab capitals. In Washington President Johnson welcomed the ceasefire call.



Swaminathan Subramaniam



GETTY IMAGES



When Ananya Vinay took the victory podium at the recently held 2017 U.S. Scripps National Spelling Bee, it was a brain sport grand slam for the Indian-American community. On May 17, Pranay Varada of Texas won the U.S. National Geographic Bee. Indian children also dominate the leader board at the Regeneron Science Talent Search, the U.S.’s most prestigious pre-college science competition. So what explains this stunning performance (for Indians, at 1% of the U.S. population, this victory parade is a statistical freak, all else being equal). The reasons given for Indian success are the ones usually tagged to Asian immigrants — work ethic, rote learning, high value placed on education in the families of these children (the parents themselves being highly educated), high household incomes, community support, etc. None of these statements are untrue about Indians, and it would indeed appear that a perfect storm of coincidences is powering these children to their enviable success. The only problem with this rationalisation is the fact that other Asian groups in the U.S., particularly the Chinese, share these attributes in equal (or greater) measure. And yet, Chinese children are not represented among the finalists in these competitions in proportions that come close to the dominance by Indians. It is true that Indian parents are fluent in English — and that may play a role. But there is no reason to believe that their Chinese counterparts fare any worse in English, given that the out-of-home environment, where English is learnt and practised, is the same for both.



A factor? Is it possible that bilingualism explains this success? Bilingualism promotes cognitive function and capacity. The brain adapts to environmental challenges and the cognitive enhancement seen in bilinguals may be spillovers from brain adaptations required for the complex task of learning and managing two different languages at the same time. Bilingualism is a necessity for survival in India. Whether you are in the north or the south, you need a second language to communicate with those from outside your home State. Indian children born in the U.S. are exposed by bilingual parents to two languages from birth — the language of their mother tongue, as well as English. Educated Indian parents seamlessly switch between English and the vernacular — this is in contrast to Chinese immigrants. Given these observations, it is reasonable to hypothesise that fluent bilingualism plays a role in the intellectual achievements of Indian children. That the phenomenon may not be unique to the U.S. is supported by similar dominance by Indian children in the RHB-The Straits Times National Spelling Championship in Singapore. While celebrating these achievements, we must ponder over the implications for language education in India. Is bilingualism important? If so, how do we preserve it against the global monoculture that swamps our lives through social media? Urban Indians experience an increasing erosion of bilingual capability. The loss of a rich and diverse culture is one reason this is tragic. The cognitive disadvantage of being monolingual may be another.



A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 8, 1917



Socialist conference— Premier’s speech
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CONCEPTUAL



FAQ



Lollapalooza effect



What ails education in Bihar?



Psychology



On what lies behind the saga of the Class XII ‘toppers’



A phenomenon where multiple human biases, acting in a concerted manner, produce a large, extreme outcome. It was coined in 1995 by American billionaire investor Charlie Munger, who is also a partner of investor Warren Buffett. Mr. Munger cited Coca-Cola’s dominance of the soft drinks market around the world as an example of the Lollapalooza effect. Coke’s easy availability at most stores, strong brand value of happiness, social influence, and other favourable biases towards the drink have created a huge market for it. All of these biases combine to create a compounded effect that creates a competitive advantage for Coke.



amarnath tewary
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Is ‘plastic rice’ for real? Swaminathan Subramaniam is Founder-CEO at Nutrea, Bengaluru



CM YK



ARCHIVES



bit.ly/Plasticrice



What was the Ruby Rai controversy? A year after a



picture of people climbing the high walls of an examination centre in Vaishali district to pass on chits to examinees shocked the nation, the 2016 intermediate exam topper in humanities, Ruby Rai, hit the headlines with her inability to answer basic questions posed by reporters on her subjects. One of the answers stood out: “Prodikal (Political) Science teaches cooking”. As many as 21 people, including the Bihar School Examination Board (BSEB) chairman, his wife, and Ruby Rai were sent to jail, hundreds of BSEB officials transferred from the headquarters, registration of over 200 schools cancelled. Patna Commissioner Anand Kishor was put in charge of the board. What preventive measures did the Board take? Mr.



Kishor took several stringent steps, from introdu-



cing bar code on answer sheets to concealing students’ identity to installing CCTV cameras, imposing Section 144 on the days of the exams, deploying heavy police personnel to regular visits of ‘flying squads’ at the exam centres. In results announced on May 31, 64% students failed to pass the Class XII exam. As many as 654 schools failed to produce even a single successful candidate. Authorities claimed all this was proof that only deserving students passed this year. Then what went wrong this year? Two days after the



results, humanities topper Ganesh Kumar from Samastipur inflicted a Ruby Rai rerun on people. On camera, he failed to hit even the basic notes of music in a subject in which he had got 83% marks; this, amidst claims by some students of having cracked the all-India IITJEE tests and yet failing in their BSEB intermediate



exams, and of others that they had received marks in subjects they hadn’t even appeared in. The topper was also found to have fudged his age. Ganesh and three others have been arrested and sent to jail.



In the [French] Senate yesterday, M. Regimanset introduced an interpellation inviting M. Ribot to define the general policy of France. He said that the Senate was unanimously indignant when seven Frenchmen proposed to go to Stockholm to confer with Germans, and it wished to share Government’s responsibilities, being unable to admit that Frenchmen could show the least sign of halting when the country was still invaded. M. Ribot replying said, that the German Socialists from the first were conscious accomplices in the crimes against humanity and even now approved atrocities by culpable silence. It was morally impossible for Frenchmen in the middle of the war and when France was still invaded to confer with such enemies. CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



DATA POINT



Is there a systemic issue at fault? Experts say that



apart from rampant corruption in the BSEB, the State’s education system is in a mess, with teacher absenteeism in higher secondary schools as high as 29%. The Nitish Kumar government’s decision to appoint teachers on contract while abolishing the post of Assistant Teachers is often faulted for marring the quality of education. Against around 27.5 million students, there are only 5,00,000 teachers, of whom 4,00,000 are on contract. Even basic infrastructure is woefully inadequate: the State needs at least 60,000 more classrooms. M ND-ND
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Presidential election scheduled for July 17



SC to hear plea on cattle trade rules Petition states notices by Centre would cast ‘huge economic burden’ on farmers and cattle traders Legal Correspondent NEW DELHI



Currently, there are 13 vacancies in the Electoral College, including MPs and MLAs. As many as 21 MLAs of the AAP in the Delhi Assembly are also eligible to vote. Nominated members of either the Rajya Sabha, the Lok Sabha or the State Assemblies are not eligible to be included in the Electoral College. Similarly, members of the Legislative Councils are not electors. As per the election rules, political parties cannot issue any whip to their MPs and MLAs in the matter of voting. Members of Parliament usually cast their votes at the place of polling, in Parliament House, and members of the State Assemblies in the State capitals. “However, on account of any exigency or special cir-



Special pen for voters Press Trust of India NEW DELHI



Following the ink controversy in the Rajya Sabha polls in Haryana last year, the EC has decided to use special pens for the electors to mark their votes in the July 17 presidential election. “Voting by using any other pen may lead to invalidation of the vote,” the CEC said.



cumstances, the Members of Parliament can vote in any of the polling stations in the State capital, Delhi or Puducherry,” an EC note said. Any MLA can vote in Delhi instead of the State capital.



WHO revises antibiotics protocol The WHO has now recommended that antibiotics in the ‘access’ group be available at all times as treatment for a wide range of common infections. This includes amoxicillin, a widely-used antibiotic to treat infections such as pneumonia. The ‘watch’ group covers antibiotics that are recommended as first or second choice treatment for a small number of infections. Ciprofloxacin, used to treat cystitis (a type of urinary tract infection) and upper respiratory tract infections (like bacterial sinusitis and bacterial bronchitis), falls under this category. The WHO has recommended that prescription of these drugs should be dramatically reduced to avoid further development of resistance. The third group, ‘reserve’, includes antibiotics such as colistin and some cephalosporins that should be considered last-resort op-



tions, and used only in the most severe circumstances when all other alternatives have failed, such as for lifethreatening infections due to multidrug-resistant bacteria. The new categorisation will further guide countries in ensuring access to appropriate antibacterial agents and support antimicrobial stewardship effort, said Dr. Sumanth Gandra from the Center for Disease Dynamics, Economics and Policy (CDDEP).



Model list “The Model List of Essential Medicines necessarily has a sharp focus on preserving antimicrobials. This list serves as a guide for the medicine supply system and is responsible for promoting health equity,” said Dr. Gandra, who was a part of the WHO expert committee that helped shape the revised list and recommended these three categories.



The Supreme Court on Wednesday agreed to hear a petition challenging the new notifications issued by the Centre banning sale and trade of cattle in livestock markets for the purposes of slaughter and religious animal sacrifices. The petition said the notifications issued by the Environment Ministry would cast a “huge economic burden” on farmers and cattle traders, exposing them to harassment by cow vigilantes and the police. A Bench of Justices Ashok Bhushan and Deepak Gupta listed the petition filed by Mohammed Abdul Faheem Qureshi, a Hyderabad-based lawyer and president of the All India Jamiatul Quresh Action Committee, on June 15 for hearing. The case was mentioned before the Bench by counsel Sanobar Qureshi, who submitted that provisions of the



Court grants relief to BJP leaders Press Trust of India



Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Regulation of Livestock Markets) Rules and Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Care and Maintenance of Case Property Animals) Rules, both issued on May 23, were unconstitutional. The petition contended that the Livestock Markets Rules ban sale or purchase of cattle for slaughter in animal markets. It said the rules extend the definition of “animal markets” to “any other premises or place” to which animals are brought for sale.



Food of choice “Therefore, the impugned provisions are imposing an absolute ban on slaughtering of animals in the country, directly affecting the employment of the butchers and depriving citizens to have the food of their choice,” the petition argued. It said the restriction on slaughter would force farmers to hold on to “useless”



“There are a number of incidents where cows, bulls or bullocks transported are generally seized either by the police or some anti-social elements. The police are also helpless before such anti-social elements, who are violating the fundamental right of citizens to carry [on] the trade of purchasing and selling the cattle,” it said.



cattle. “Farmers who find it difficult to feed their children today would be required to feed the cattle,” the petition said. It quoted the Supreme Court’s Constitution Bench judgment in the M.H. Quareshi case that “maintenance of useless cattle involves a wasteful drain on the nation’s cattle feed”. The petition pointed to how vigilante attacks on cattle traders have increased and the notifications may vitiate the atmosphere.



Right to trade The petitioner, whose organisation claims to work for the uplift of weaker sections including the butchers and cattle traders, said the fundamental right to carry on trade under Article 19 could be restricted only by the legislature and not through a delegated executive fiat which violates the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (PCA) Act of 1960 itself. The 1960 Act only intends to prevent the infliction of unnecessary pain or suffering on animals. It does not ban slaughter for food.



Hits out at Modi govt for overlooking serious issues, such as unrest in Kashmir palkrishna Gandhi was one of the names under consideration, he said the party was looking at the widest secular unity possible.



Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



While reiterating his position that he would not like to seek a third term to the Rajya Sabha in keeping with party convention, Communist Party of India (Marxist) general secretary Sitaram Yechury, however, said the party would take the final call once the notification is out. This comes days after the West Bengal State committee took a stand in favour of a third term for Mr. Yechury. “The West Bengal State committee has given a proposal. When the notification comes, the party will consider it,” Mr. Yechury said.



‘Cannot comment’ Does that mean the party could decide either way on his candidature? “I have said what I had to say. I can-



CPI(M) general secretary Sitaram Yechury addressing a press conference after he was heckled on his arrival at the party headquarters in New Delhi on Wednesday. SANDEEP SAXENA *



not comment on your interpretation,” he replied. Mr. Yechury also listed out a clutch of plans the party had made for its political work in the near future. Mr. Yechury said the



party was in talks with other secular Opposition parties so that “a person with impeccable secular credentials” was fielded as a joint candidate. Admitting that Go-



Army kills three infiltrators on LoC 10 youth injured in protests triggered by death of a student during search operation by Army SPecial correspondent Srinagar



C.S. Karnan



Bench turns down plea by Karnan Legal Correspondent NEW DELHI



The Vacation Bench of the Supreme Court on Wednesday refused to intervene in a plea by a lawyer claiming to represent Calcutta High Court judge C.S. Karnan for staying a May 9 order of the Supreme Court sentencing the judge to six months imprisonment for committing contempt. The Bench of Justices Ashok Bhushan and Deepak Gupta told advocate Mathews J. Nedumpara that the May 9 order was passed by a Bench comprising seven of the senior most judges of the SC led by Chief Justice of India J.S. Khehar after due consideration and any grievance should be addressed to that Bench alone. “The order was passed by the Special Bench. We cannot say anything,” the Bench said. Mr. Nedumpara submitted that the detailed judgment finding Justice Karnan guilty of contempt has not yet been made available. “You ask these questions to the Special Bench,” the Vacation Bench replied. When Mr. Nedumpara stressed on his plea for a stay of the May 9 order, the court responded that “nothing has happened in the past one month. You wait for three or four more weeks and go to the Special Bench”. CM YK



As the Army killed three infiltrators on the Line of Control (LoC) on Wednesday in north Kashmir, over 10 youth were injured in violent clashes triggered by the killing of a student during a search operation in Shopian on Tuesday evening. The slain militants were part of a group of infiltrators. “The troops guarding the Line of Control (LoC) noticed the militants trying to infiltrate into the Valley from across the border in Machil sector under the cover of darkness on Tuesday night,” said the spokesman. The troops, according to the spokesman, engaged the heavily-armed militants in a combat. “Three militants are believed to have been killed



in the gunfight. Three weapons were recovered. The operation is continuing in the area.”



Violent protests In Shopian, hundreds of locals participated in the last rites of 19-year-old college student Adil Farooq Magray. People raised provocative slogans like ‘There is only one solution, it’s gun solution’ as the body was lowered into the grave around 11 a.m. Magray was a resident of Ganawpora. He died after being hit by bullets as locals clashed with a search team looking for trapped militants. His death sparked a string of violent protests in parts of Kashmir Valley. A police spokesman said students of the Islamic Uni-



In mourning: Villagers attend the funeral of a student in Shopian district, Srinagar on Wednesday. NISSAR AHMAD *



versity of Science and Technology (IUST), Awantipora, and Higher Secondary School, Pampore, resorted to stone pelting on the security forces. Security forces used smoke shells and pellet shotguns to clear the SrinagarJammu national highway. At



least 10 students, including women protesters, suffered injuries. Several police personnel too were injured. The IUST authorities have decided to suspend classes on Thursday and Friday.



‘Situation volatile’ J&K Pradesh Congress Com-



mittee ( JKPCC) president G.A. Mir condemned the student’s killing. “The situation is extremely volatile, as both the State and Central governments have miserably failed to restore peace and normalcy. The situation continues to deteriorate,” he said. CPI(M) leader and MLA Kulgam Mohammad Yousuf Tarigami asked the security forces to exercise restraint. “The law enforcing agencies are refusing to draw lessons from previous experiences. Such incidents are bound to inflame the situation. Unfortunately, no distinction is being made between civilians and militants,” he said. Separatist leaders Syed Ali Geelani, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq and Mohammad Yasin Malik have called for a shutdown on Friday.



U.P. leaders join Ramdev in yoga session Around 55,000 expected to attend PM Modi’s event on International Yoga Day in Lucknow Omar Rashid LUCKNOW



In what can be seen as a rehearsal for the third International Yoga Day on June 21, yoga guru-cum-entrepreneur Baba Ramdev conducted a yoga session at the Raj Bhavan here on Wednesday, attended among others by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and Governor Ram Naik. Baba Ramdev, Mr. Adityanath and Mr. Naik performed various asanas on the stage, as scores of other dignitaries, including senior government officials, Ministers, judges and representatives of organisations such as the Art of Living, Patanjali and Isha Foundation practised on mats spread on the ground. According to a Raj Bhawan spokesperson, invitations



had been sent out to around 1,500 yoga practitioners. This is the first time the Governor’s House in Lucknow has opened up for a yoga event, Mr. Adityanath acknowledged in his short address. “Raj Bhawan junta ka bhawan ban gaya hai [The Governor’s House has become the People’s House],” he said, thanking Mr. Naik for allowing the programme. The session was organised by the Ayush department of the U.P. government.



Modi to attend International Day for Yoga was declared by the United Nations General Assembly in December, 2014 and was first celebrated on June 21, 2015. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to attend this year’s celebrations in



Rule 22 Zeroing in on Rule 22 of the Livestock Markets Rules, the petition said this provision creates “unconstitutional restrictions” on traders who use cattle markets – for many an ancestral and traditional occupation.



Party will decide on RS term: Yechury



Lucknow



BJP leaders L.K. Advani, Murli Manohar Joshi and Union Minister Uma Bharti will not have to attend the day-to-day trial in the 1992 Babri Masjid demolition case, with a CBI special court on Wednesday exempting them from personal appearance. CBI special judge S.K. Yadav passed the order on applications moved by former Deputy Prime Minister Advani, ex-Union Minister Joshi, and Ms. Bharti, seeking exemption from personal appearance on different grounds. The court, however, said the trio would have to appear before it as and when directed. Counsel had cited old age of Mr. Advani and Mr. Joshi, and extensive travel by Ms. Bharti as reasons.



The notifications, the petitioner argued, are an affront to the right to freely practise religion under Article 25 and to the cultural identity of communities protected under Article 29 (protection of interests of minorities) of the Constitution. “A right under Article 25 can be restricted on the grounds of public order morality and health,” the petitioner contended. The petition noted that Section 38 of the 1960 Act, under which the notifications were issued, only permits the Centre to make rules in furtherance of the purpose of the Act and not override or rewrite the Act.



51,000-55,000 people are expected to attend the Prime Minister’s yoga session in Lucknow. The event will be held at the sprawling Ramabai Ambedkar Park, built by former Chief Minister Mayawati.



Synchronous movement: Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and yoga guru Ramdev during a practice session on Wednesday in Lucknow, ahead of the International Day of Yoga. PTI *



Lucknow, three months after his party secured a huge win in the Assembly elections. The State government has been making elaborate preparations ever since the an-



nouncement was made. Last month, Mr. Adityanath had announced a 28-day training programme for participants. According to government and police estimates, around



‘No dialogue’ He expressed his concern that there was no move towards a dialogue from the Centre despite the deteriorating situation in Jammu and Kashmir. Mr. Yechury said that in view of the order on the sale of cattle for slaughter, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan had written to all Chief Ministers that this was violative of the federal structure and fundamental rights. “We are discussing with non-BJP governments and are looking at a unified opposition to this.” On the Modi government celebrating three years in office, he said it had not been able to fulfil any poll promise thus far.



₹10 lakh attached in PMLA case Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



The Enforcement Directorate on Wednesday provisionally attached ₹10 lakh in a money laundering case against Pradeep Sharma, former 1984-batch IAS official of Gujarat cadre. The agency has so far attached assets worth over ₹1 crore in the case under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA). The probe has been launched on the basis of various FIRs and charge sheets filed by the Gujarat police against Mr. Sharma and others. As Chairman of District Land Pricing Committee, Bhuj, the accused had in 2004 sanctioned a land parcel at lesser rate to Welspun India and its sister concerns, allegedly causing a loss of ₹1.20 crore to the exchequer. Apart from attaching assets, the ED has filed a charge sheet in the case last year.



Modi seeks push for tourism Press Trust of India New Delhi



Prime Minister Narendra Modi has asked secretaries to consult Indian envoys across the world to seek their views on ways to boost the tourism sector. The issue came up for discussion during a recent meeting between Mr. Modi and secretaries of various Ministries. Sources said the Prime Minister stated that huge potential exists in the tourism sector here. “He asked the secretaries to consult Ambassadors and High Commissioners of various countries and seek suggestions on ways to further boost the sector’s growth as it holds huge employment opportunities,” a source said. Envoys can also share the details about the movement of foreign and Indian tourists in a country.



J&K to hold special session on GST State to meet July 1 rollout deadline Peerzada Ashiq Srinagar



To avoid any “erosion” of the State’s autonomy, the J&K government has convened a special Assembly session on Goods and Services Tax (GST) on June 17. State Finance Minister Haseeb Drabu said GST will not apply to J&K under Article 370, which gives the State a special status. “GST was brought in under the 101st amendment Act and it does not apply to J&K. We must use the Assembly for extending the constitutional amendment to the State. The amendment will be applied in a modified form... J&K’s powers to tax will not be compromised in any way,” he said here. The ruling Peoples Democratic Party Minister said the J&K government had prepared a draft bill to be tabled for a discussion, in the wake of Opposition parties like the National Conference expressing apprehensions that the State’s autonomy would be compromised. “If we don’t extend GST, then no business can be done in J&K profitably. All businesses in J&K will then have to pay two taxes and nobody will supply to J&K. So J&K will become an isolated economy.”



Haseeb Drabu He said the State government will meet the July 1 deadline to roll out the new tax regime. “While all States draw their power from the Constitution of India, we draw our power from Section 5 of the J&K constitution,” he clarified. J&K being a consumer State is set to gain ₹1500 crore in additional tax. “The only issue is that of services, which we are now sharing with the Centre. It is a modified version of VAT,” he said. He claimed that tax exemptions for J&K have been taken care of by the new regimen. “For J&K, and subsequently for the northeastern States, exemptions in the form of reimbursements will continue, which is exactly what used to happen under VAT. So, it will not become an additional burden.”



Several sessions Simultaneously, similar sessions will be held in all district headquarters, local bodies, schools, and public places like parks. LED screens will show the PM’s event live at public parks in Lucknow. In his address, Mr. Naik counted the benefits of practising yoga, among them physical and mental health. “Yoga protects you from diseases. People across the world are today benefiting from yoga,” he said. M ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



Sri Lanka defends China’s India to join SCO in Astana As PM goes to Kazakh city, plan to work with China, Pakistan to combat terror Belt and Road project



Afghanistan to establish peace and stability and hold consultation on counter-terror. Under the framework of the SCO, an annual counterterror exercise is hosted by a member country. Mr. Srinivas said that as a member country, India could consider participating in it.



Kallol Bhattacherjee



‘If one country is doing a project, it is not against the other’ Pitroda quits as technical adviser to Odisha govt.



Suhasini Haidar



BHUBANESWAR



New Delhi



Telecom engineer and inventor Sam Pitroda resigned as technical adviser to the Odisha government on Wednesday. He was appointed in January. The Opposition BJP had been demanding his removal.



Chinese investment in Sri Lanka is reviving a “3,0005,000-year-old shipping route”, said visiting Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Ravi Karunanayake, defending his government’s decision to join the Belt and Road Initiative. “The fact is that regional trade needs to move forward. If one country is doing a project, that is not against another country,” Mr. Karunanayake told journalists at the end of his two-day visit to New Delhi. “Like Hong Kong was a launching pad for China, Sri Lanka would like to be a hub of economic activity for India,” he added.



Route foreign funds into one account, NGOs told NEW DELHI



The Centre has directed 2,025 NGOs to validate their foreign contribution designated accounts with banks and inform the Home Ministry within 15 days. The Ministry said all NGOs should receive donations from abroad in a single account. PTI



One injured in Imphal IED blast IMPHAL



One person was injured after a powerful Improvised Explosive Device (IED) exploded close to a commercial hub of the Kasturi Bridge in Imphal city on Wednesday evening. Officials said the IED went off in front of a pharmacy. PTI



Hopeful of investments Mr. Karunanayake said Colombo hoped for similar investments from India and Japan, and would welcome Indian investment in the “East Terminal” of the Colombo Port, one of two new container terminals to be built in the next phase of the Chinese-built harbour project. Five consortiums in-



Cementing ties: Sushma Swaraj with her Sri Lankan counterpart, Ravi Karunanayake, in New Delhi. PTI *



cluding two with Indian companies, Container Corporation of India and Shapoorji Pallonji Limited, are reported to have filed bids for the project in 2016. He said that in his talks with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj, he had expressed the desire for an early resolution to the fishermen issue and “bottom-trawling” by Indian fishermen in the Sri Lankan waters. He also thanked Mr. Modi for India’s assistance during the recent floods in the island.



Mr. Karunanayake denied that the Indian government had raised its concerns over Sri Lanka’s involvement in China’s Belt and Road Initiative during this visit. “Yes, concerns have been expressed [earlier by India], they have been considered by our leadership and the decision [to join the Belt and Road Initiative] was taken by President Sirisena and Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe. But nowhere has India told me to reconsider the decision,” Mr. Karunanayake said in reply to a question from The Hindu.



NEW DELHI



India says it is willing to join hands with Pakistan and China to combat terrorism. Announcing Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s weekend visit to Astana, Kazakhstan, where India will be admitted as a full member of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), the External Affairs Ministry said the fight against terrorism was “incumbent” on all. “We are going to Astana to become full member [of SCO], and we know the obligations and functions of the member states,” said Ministry spokesperson Gopal Baglay explaining that counter-terror collaboration with members of the SCO, such as China and Pakistan, was also a possibility. “We participate with many countries, including Pakistan, in the U.N. peacekeeping operations, and terrorism is a fight which is incumbent on all countries,” Mr. Baglay said.



Trade and terrorism The comment is significant as full membership will require India to coordinate with member countries both on the trade front in the SCO



Modi silent on M.P. firing: Congress Farmers had sought a loan waiver but they got a shower of bullets instead, says Abhishek Singhvi Special Correspondent



‘Kiss of death’ Farmers asked for a waiver of their loans, but they got a shower of bullets instead: for the farmers, Dr. Singhvi said, the BJP was like the kiss of death, literally. Referring to the police firing in Mandsaur in which five farmers lost



*



headquarters in Beijing and at the Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) based in Tashkent. Pakistan, which has been an observer of the SCO like India, will join as full member in this summit meeting. “All aspects of the SCO will be available for participation of all member countries. So if there is a partnership on counter-terror exercise, then it is unlikely that India will stay out of it. As a member, India will be



invited ... and in fact, will have a right to participate. India will determine the conditions of that exercise as a member,” G.V. Srinivas, Joint Secretary in charge of the Eurasia division in the Ministry, said on Wednesday. The official said this cooperation was part of the obligation of membership. The spokesperson highlighted that the SCO would be an institutional forum where India would cooperate with the neighbours of



India denies Iran shutting it out of gasfield development Russia signs MoU on field discovered by ONGC arm



New Delhi



The Congress questioned Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s “silence” on the police firing on farmers in Mandsaur, Madhya Pradesh, even 36 hours after the incident. In a sharp response to the way the Centre and BJPruled States have dealt with the agricultural crisis (35 farmers are reportedly committing suicide daily), and the farmers’ agitations that have followed, Congress spokesperson Abhishek Manu Singhvi asked on Wednesday, “There was a lot of hoopla about starting a Kisan channel on Doordarshan. Mr. Prime Minister, did the ‘DD Kisan Channel’ show the Mandsaur incident?” Pointing out that his government had reneged on its manifesto promise to farmers of giving the minimum support price plus 50 per cent for their produce, Dr. Singhvi said, “Your government, shortly after winning the elections, made a statement on affidavit in the Hon’ble Supreme Court to say that it is not possible to give this price.” “To add insult to injury, to insult the intelligence of farmers and the public of India, the Central government released two-page advertisements in all newspapers [on what they had done for the farming sector],” he said.



Tackling terror: Narendra Modi with Nawaz Sharif at the SCO summit held in Ufa, Russia, in 2015. FILE PHOTO



Major point Cooperation on counter-terrorism is expected to emerge as a major point of India’s exchange with SCO. Mr. Srinivas said India hoped to benefit from both the wings of the SCO — trade and security. “SCO has broadly two legs of cooperation. One is trade, banking, connectivity, energy and the second is the fight against terrorism under RATS. Both are of relevance and great importance to us. Joint exercises, data bank of terrorists and a lot of coordination. We hope to benefit from these,” the official said The Joint Secretary said India’s engagement with SCO would be determined by the 38 documents that it had signed with the multilateral organisation on a whole range of issues.



TCA Sharad Raghavan NEW DELHI



Seeking answers: Protesters block a road on Wednesday with the body of a farmer, who was killed during an agitation at Pipalya in Madhya Pradesh on Tuesday. AP *



their lives, he said what was particularly insulting “was the initial ostrich, head in the sand-like denial” by the State government that no firing had taken place.



‘Violence in M.P. premeditated’



Higher MSP approved The government on Wednesday approved higher support price for 14 kharif crops including paddy and pulses in a bid to provide comfort to farmers who begin sowing in full swing from next month. Although no official announcement was made about the increase in minimum support price (MSP), sources indicated that the Cabinet has gone with the recommendation of the Agriculture Ministry for the 201718 kharif season. (With PTI inputs)



The Madhya Pradesh government has informed the Centre that Tuesday’s violence during the farmers’ protests was “pre-planned” and it was yet to ascertain the cause of the deaths. Home Minister Rajnath Singh is learnt to have told Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan that the violence need to be contained at any cost and the State administration should take harsh steps if required. The Chief Minister was also told that the violence should not spread to other parts of the



Nistula Hebbar Vijaita Singh New Delhi



State as neighbouring Maharashtra also saw unprecedented protests by farmers.



More forces deployed A senior Home Ministry official said that six companies of Central forces, around 600 men, have been rushed to the violence-hit area and an additional 500 personnel of the Rapid Action Force (RAF) were being sent. “We have sought a report from the M.P government regarding the deaths of five persons in Mandsaur. The State government is being extended all the assistance,” said Ashok Prasad, spokesperson, Home Ministry.



Indian officials have sought to downplay the significance of a memorandum of understanding signed between Iran and the Russian company Gazprom on the development of the Farzab B gasfield, saying they have not heard of a final deal and talks with Tehran were on as recently as last week. The 12.5-trillion-cubic feet gasfield was discovered by ONGC Videsh Ltd., the overseas arm of the state-run ONGC, but Tehran has delayed the award of right to develop the field to the company, reportedly disappointed with its commitment of $3 billion and the time it was taking to finalise the terms. Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh confirmed the signing of the



agreement with Gazprom. However, Indian officials remain confident about OVL’s chances. “What has come out in the media is not our understanding,” said Sunjay Sudhir, Joint Secretary, International Cooperation Division in the Petroleum and Natural Gas Ministry. “ONGC Videsh has been in negotiations with the NIOC [National Iranian Oil Company] as late as last week in Tehran.” Negotiations between India and Iran have reportedly heated up, with India cutting oil imports from Iran and Iran retaliating by reducing the credit time limit it gives Indian companies from 90 to 60 days. The agreement was meant to be concluded last November, but the two



countries mutually agreed to push it to February 2017. “It is only in the press that it has gone to Gazprom, but not our information since we are in touch with the Iranians closely,” an official in the Ministry said on condition of anonymity. “Three months ago, they had signed an MoU with Gazprom, but we have no word that the final deal was done. The procedure to award such blocks is not of just handing it over. A lot of calculations have to be made and processes have to be followed.”



No more delays External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj recently acknowledged the slow pace of movement on closing deals in Iran, which include the Farzan B gasfield and the Chabahar port.



Farmers in M.P are protesting since June 1 demanding higher minimum support price (MSP) for their produce. Meanwhile the Chouhan government sought to cool tempers by announcing certain measures, including a loan settlement scheme for those cultivators who had defaulted on repayment of farm loans borrowed by them earlier. The scheme will cover around six lakh farmers, with accumulated dues of ₹6000 crore. The government also announced the setting up of a panel to ensure that farmers get market price for their produce.
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Dangal’s hefty score impresses Chinese leader The film, which has grossed ₹1,100 crore in China, should make India proud, says CPC member Press Trust of India Beijing



Aamir Khan-starrer Dangal, the first top-grossing nonHollywood film in China, earned rare praise on Wednesday from a top Chinese leader for being a “success story” that needs to be highlighted by the media in BRICS nations. “If I remember it correctly, there is a movie in India, Wrestle my father (Chinese name for Dangal), [and it] is very popular in China in a very short time,” with record revenues, more than Chinese movies, said Liu Yunshan, a ranking leader of the Communist Party of China (CPC). He was addressing participants of the BRICS Media Forum here. “Dangal is the most CM YK



Box office muscle: The Aamir Khan-starrer continues to play in over 7,000 screens across China. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



successful movie in recent years,” said Mr. Liu, who is ranked fifth in the powerful seven-member Standing Committee of the CPC, which rules the country.



“I think this is a very typical example of a success story. We media groups need to give it more coverage. This will serve as a good example,” he said.



The Indian media should be proud of the movie, because it was very successful and influential in China, he said. “Perhaps we should take this opportunity to express our voice,” he said, adding that “we need things which are helpful, conducive and constructive for sure.” Editors and journalists from Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa (BRICS) are attending the forum being organised by the Xinhua news agency ahead of this year’s BRICS Summit to be held in the Chinese city of Xiamen in September. Dangal, which raked in over ₹1,100 crore since it was released in China on May 5, has created history by becoming only the 33rd film



in China’s history to cross RMB one billion. It continues to play in over 7,000 screens across the country.



Fake news from west Mr. Liu, in his address, attacked western media, saying it was spreading fake news over the past few years. “Like President Vladimir Putin said, some countries actually created fake news,” he said. “Mainstream media in BRICS countries must strengthen efforts to disseminate more positive news about BRICS countries and we can convey more positive energy. This is our responsibility,” he said. Media in China, which is state-controlled, enjoys freedom, he said. M ND-ND
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ELSEWHERE



Climate change: Obama praises U.S. cities, States MONTREAL



Former U.S. President Barack Obama praised U.S. States and cities for maintaining measures against climate change. He argued that his administration had been able to show that greener policies were good for economic growth. AFP



S. Korea to freeze new THAAD deployment SEOUL



South Korea will suspend any further deployment of the Terminal High Altitude Area Defence (THAAD) system, a controversial U.S. missile defence system until an environmental impact assessment ordered by new President Moon Jae-in is finished, his office said on Wednesday. AFP



United Kingdom goes to polls today Labour has gained 11 points in polls over past weeks, with Conservatives battling to retain support Vidya Ram



UAE says it is not seeking regime change in Qatar DUBAI



Measures taken by UAE and other nations against Qatar aim to pressure Doha into drastic policy changes, a senior official told AFP on Wednesday. “This is not about regime change — this is about change of policy, change of approach,” state Minister for Foreign Affairs Anwar Gargash said. AFP



Debris from Myanmar plane found in sea YANGON



Pieces of a missing Myanmar military plane that had 106 soldiers and their family members, and 14 crew members aboard were found in the Andaman Sea late on Wednesday, a local official said. Navy ships and aircraft had been searching since the afternoon, when the plane lost contact with the ATC. AFP



London



Britain will head to the polls on Thursday as the issue of terrorism continued to dominate the agenda, and as both parties sought to get the upper hand in the debate on security, following three terrorist attacks in the country in as many months. While Prime Minister Theresa May signalled her party’s willingness to put aside human rights laws in order to be able to bring in greater restrictions on those suspected of being involved in terrorism activities, the Labour Party continued to emphasise the impact of cuts to police forces brought in by the Conservative government, describing attempts to attack human rights legislation as a “diversion”. “There is nothing in the Human Rights Act that gets in the way of effectively tackling terrorism,” Sir Keir



Starmer, the Labour’s spokesperson on Brexit, and the former Director of Public Prosecutions and Head of the Crown Prosecution Service in the U.K, told BBC Radio 4 on Wednesday morning, pointing to his work on these issues for five years, working closely with security and intelligence services.



New steps Late on Tuesday, Ms. May pledged her party would introduce steps to restrict the movement of terror suspects, even those against whom there was not enough evidence to launch formal prosecutions. “If your human rights laws stop us from doing it, we’ll change the laws so we can do it,” she said. The Conservatives’ manifesto committed the party not to repeal or replace the Human Rights Act while exiting the EU, but says the party would “consider



our human rights legal framework when the process of leaving the EU concludes”. The roller-coaster campaign, which began less than two months ago, has seen a dramatic turnaround in the fortunes of the main parties, and a shift of focus away from the reason for which the election was purportedly called: Britain’s imminent exit from the EU. Many domestic issues such as the state of the National Health Service and other public services have entered the forefront of the debate. The past weeks have led to an 11-point gain by the Labour, the most dramatic consistent movement in the polls in modern British electoral history, said Dr. John Curtice, a pollster and professor of politics at University of Strathclyde. The shift was partly spurred by the launch of the Labour Party



manifesto in May, which was seen as a sign of the party’s willingness to work together, incorporating the radical politics of leader Jeremy Corbyn (such as on renationalisation of infrastructure), while taking into account the wider Labour view on others (such as the nuclear deterrent and immigration). “[There’s] a lot of people who are Labour-inclined who four weeks ago would have said ‘I usually vote Labour but can’t vote for Corbyn’. Now they’ve changed their mind,” said Dr. Curtice. Support for the Conservatives has been hit by a controversy over social care for the elderly, alienating some traditional Conservative supporters. The campaign has seen intense personalisation too, with the main political parties seeking to attack perceived weaknesses in the top leadership of their oppon-



ents. While the Conservatives have put Ms. May and her “team” at the heart of their campaign, emphasising her “strong and stable” track record, the Labour Party has attacked her as aloof, and unwilling to engage with the public and other parties, such as her refusal to take part in a televised leaders debate last month. The Conservatives on the other hand have sought to emphasise the past battles within the Labour Party, which saw a no-confidence vote against Mr. Corbyn brought last year. A poll conducted by Survation for the news programme Good Morning Britain, and published on Tuesday showed support for the Conservatives dropping from 51.5% to 46.8%, while support for the Labour has surged from 30% to 40.4%, giving the Conservatives a 1point lead.



Election could see a rise in Indian-origin MPs Many are locked in close contests Special Correspondent London



In the 2015 general election 10 Indian-origin candidates were elected to the British Parliament, a record number, but the figure could rise this time. There has been little change in the number of such candidates fielded by the main parties: Labour and the Liberal Democrats have remained unchanged at 14, while the Conservatives are fielding just 14 Indian-origin candidates compared to 17 last time.



Changing the balance While incumbent Indianorigin MPs are by and large in safe seats, and many others are competing in constituencies with strong majorities for other political parties, there are a number of exceptions that could change the balance, such as



Tehran shaken by rare attack Result may impact U.K.-India ties Some officials fear it may exacerbate political infighting



Both Labour and Tories want better relations, but have divergent policy proposals



Reuters



Vidya Ram



London



London



The raids on two of Iran’s most highly-protected sites will jolt both the country’s recently re-elected President Hassan Rouhani, and his political rivals among the hardline clerics as well as the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, who are responsible for national security. Senior officials have repeatedly described their country as an “island of stability” in the past. In an appeal to unity, Mr. Rouhani’s chief of staff Hamid Aboutalebi took to Twitter to praise the security services. “If these attacks had happened in any other city in Europe or in the world, it would have left many casualties. Applause to the power and firmness of our revolutionary guards, basij, police and security forces,” he wrote. Two senior government officials, who asked not to be named, said the blasts might exacerbate political infighting. “They [hardliners] are very angry and



Thursday’s general election in Britain could significantly impact the country’s relations with India. Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn has in the past been a sharp critic of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, signing a parliamentary Early Day Motion expressing concerns about various humanitarian issues in India, when Mr. Modi visited Britain in November 2015. Since then, however, he has sought to signal his support for a stronger bilateral relationship, telling The Hindu last year that the Conservative government had failed to treat India with “respect”. The Labour would tackle “unfair” rules that made it harder for family members from outside the EU to come to Britain, and bring in other reforms to the immigration system. It’s a promise they’ve expanded on in the Labour manifesto, which proposes changes on critical issues : by taking foreign students out of net migration



Taken aback: Iranian security forces take cover during an attack on the Parliament in Tehran on Thursday. REUTERS *



will use every opportunity to grow in strength to isolate Rouhani,” said one of them.



Regional policy The other said the attacks, and speculation over who backed them, would push Iran toward “a harsher regional policy”. The Intelligence Ministry called on people to be vigilant and report any suspicious movement. Despite unconfirmed reports of a hostage situation, state television said Parliament had resumed, and broadcast



Trump told me to end Flynn probe: Comey Ex-FBI chief set to testify before Senate



footage of what it said was the opening session proceeding normally. “Some coward terrorists infiltrated one of the buildings of Parliament. They were confronted. It was not a major issue. Our security forces have taken necessary steps,” Speaker Ali Larijani said. Attacks are highly rare in Tehran and other major cities though two Sunni militant groups, Jaish al-Adl and Jundallah, have been waging a deadly insurgency, mostly in more remote areas, for almost a decade.



Washington



Former Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Director James Comey, in a written statement posted on the web on Wednesday, said U.S. President Donald Trump asked him to back off from a probe into former National Security Adviser Michael Flynn and told Mr. Comey: “I need loyalty. I expect loyalty.” “I hope you can see your way clear to letting this go, to letting Flynn go. He is a good guy,” Mr. Comey quoted Mr. Trump as telling him on February 14 as they sat alone together in the Oval Office. Mr. Comey, who will CM YK



testify in person to the Senate Intelligence Committee on Thursday, will also use his opening statement to recount a dinner he had with Trump on January 27, a week after the President took office, according to a copy of the statement posted on the U.S. Senate panel’s website. Mr. Comey said that during the dinner Mr. Trump asked him if he wanted to stay on as FBI Director. Mr. Comey said he became concerned that Mr. Trump was trying to create “some sort of patronage relationship”. “That concerned me greatly, given the FBI’s traditionally independent status in the executive branch.”



figures and replacing the current minimum income rule for foreign spouses. The Conservatives by contrast have proposed raising the skill levy on non-EU workers to £2,000 a year, as well as the earning threshold for people who wish to bring in non-EU spouses. “Within the Conservatives, there is a genuine desire for better relations,” says Dr. Gareth Price, the India expert at Chatham House, pointing to the large number of ministerial visits from both sides. “At the same time, on one of the biggest issues that India has asked for movement — immigration



Assisting India “Human rights will inevitably be mentioned more under a Corbyn-led government than under the Conservatives, though there is a recognition that ‘lecturing’ India has failed to achieve results, and offers to assist India in areas such as policing are more effective,” says Dr. Price, who believes the Labour approach is unlikely to follow the footsteps



of former Labour Foreign Secretary Robin Cook, who in 1997 created a political storm by offering to mediate. The biggest potential determinant of bilateral relations is likely to be Britain’s future relationship with the EU, on which the parties have distinctly different views. While the Conservatives would leave the single market and customs union, the Labour Party has said it would put a strong emphasis on “retaining the benefits” of both. A hard Brexit and a clean break from the EU would make trade relations with India and other fast growing countries more important for Britain, but it could also lessen India’s interest in closer ties with Britain, given its former role as “Gateway to Europe”, says Dr. Price. “We have always had good relations with both [Labour and Conservatives],” says Dinesh Patnaik, the Deputy High Commissioner for India in the United Kingdom. “Whoever comes to power cannot do without us.”



‘Beijing seeks military base in Pakistan’ Varghese K. George Washington



China is trying to expand its global military presence and increase its influence in a manner that avoids direct conflict with other countries, and it might set up a military base in Pakistan, a report prepared by the Pentagon has said. Pakistan has also emerged as the biggest market for Chinese arms exports, a focus area in Beijing’s expansion plans, the report titled ‘Military and Security Developments Involving the People’s Republic of China 2017’, said. “China most likely will seek to establish additional military bases in countries with which it has a longstanding friendly relationship and similar strategic interests, such as Pakistan, and in which there is a precedent for hosting foreign militaries,” the report submitted to the U.S. Congress said. China has termed the assessment “irresponsible”.



U.S. indicates open-ended commitment in Afghanistan Washington will not allow Afghanistan to be a safe haven for terrorism, Secretaries of State and Defence say in Australia Varghese K. George Washington



Agencies



Jeremy Corbyn



— the answer has been consistently no.” A number of India-related issues have also appeared in the Labour manifesto: the party has pledged to hold a further inquiry into British involvement in Operation Blue Star, and makes a direct mention of Kashmir, urging negotiations towards a political resolution. The statement is a neutral one, and follows the line the Conservative government has taken. It has said a solution in Kashmir is up to India and Pakistan “taking into account the wishes of the Kashmiri people”.



the central England constituency of Wolverhampton South West. Paul Uppal, the Conservative candidate for the seat, was its MP till 2010 but lost by just 801 votes. After Labour MP Rob Marris said he would step down, the party has put forward Eleanor Smith, a former trade union president and nurse to contest against Mr. Uppal. Another close contest will be the constituency of Telford, where Labour’s Kuldip Singh Sahota will attempt to oust Lucy Allon, a Tory who won by a majority of 730. In the Birmingham constituency of Edgbaston, Preet Gill will contest for Labour, replacing Gisela Stuart, who has been the constituency’s representative since 1997. Last time, however, Ms. Stuart won by a margin of just 2,706 votes.



The U.S. will keep its military engagement in Afghanistan open-ended, Secretary of Defence James Mattis and Secretary of State Rex Tillerson have indicated. Speaking in Sydney on Tuesday, where the senior officials of the Trump administration attended the Australia-U.S. Ministerial Consultations, the Secretaries said the U.S. would not allow Afghanistan to be a safe haven for terrorism. “We can never allow Afghanistan to become a platform for terrorism to operate from,” said Mr. Tillerson. Making the point more emphatic, Mr. Mattis added: “…the bottom line is we’re not going to surrender civilisation to people who cannot



win at the ballot box,” referring to the Taliban. The U.S. national security officials are reviewing the country’s Afghanistan policy, which is likely to be announced some time this month. But the Trump administration appears to be already taking a view that presetting timelines for leaving Afghanistan limits its military options. James Mattis



Kabul process While the administration supports the Kabul process for reconciliation — Deputy Assistant to the President and Senior Adviser for South and Central Asian Affairs at the NSA Lisa Curtis and Acting Special Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan Laura Miller attended the



conference called by President Ashraf Ghani this week — it may want to change the situation on the ground militarily, before any political process could progress. “…the policy is under review, but at the same time, we’re up against an enemy that knows that they cannot



win at the ballot box. That’s why they use bombs, because ballots would ensure they never had a role to play, and based upon that foundation, that they cannot win the support, the affection, the respect of the Afghan people. We will stand by them,” Mr. Mattis, who has served in Afghanistan as a military officer, said. Several experts have advised the administration that unless the U.S. commits a long-term engagement, there can be no movement toward a resolution. “Political negotiations are fine, but we must be aware that this is a 21st century negotiation with a seventh century group,” said Husain Haqqani, Senior Fellow at Hudson Institute in Washington.



Lawyer Christopher Wray named new FBI Director Agence France-Presse Washington



U.S. President Donald Trump on Wednesday tapped respected lawyer Christopher Wray to be his new FBI Director, on the eve of potentially explosive testimony on alleged Russian election interference by the agency’s ousted chief James Comey. The former federal prosecutor was nominated to fill the post left vacant one month ago by Mr. Comey, who is set to be



grilled by lawmakers on Thursday over allegations the President sought to interfere with the FBI’s Russia probe before sacking him. “I will be nominating Christopher A. Wray, a man of impeccable credentials, to be the new Director of the FBI. Details to follow,” Mr. Trump tweeted. Mr. Wray served as Assistant Attorney-General under President George W. Bush, from 2003 to 2005, working closely with the FBI during his tenure. M ND-ND
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market watch 07-06-2017



% CHANGE



Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 31,271 ddddddddddddddd0.26 US Dollar dddddddddddddddddddd 64.33 ddddddddddddddd0.15 Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,795 ddddddddddddddd0.21 Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 48.25 ddddddddddddd -2.34



NIFTY 50



RBI’s decision to hold interest rates reveals rift with Centre



Reliance MF gets IPO nod Board approves 10% dilution of shares in current fiscal Special Correspondent MUMBAI



PRICE CHANGE



ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1612.15. . . . . . . . . 5.15 Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 359.10. . . . . . . . -2.35 Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 236.60. . . . . . . . . 1.55 Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1161.50. . . . . . . . . 8.35 Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 598.00. . . . . . . 12.85 Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 514.20. . . . . . . . . 4.00 Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2876.00. . . . . . . . . 2.45 Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 176.80. . . . . . . . . 2.35 Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 372.80. . . . . . . . . 3.80 Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23895.70. . . . . 191.20 BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 717.30. . . . . . . . -8.25 Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 540.20. . . . . . . . . 5.55 Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 264.40. . . . . . . . . 2.10 Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2540.65. . . . . . . . -8.65 Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 29713.20. . . . . 522.00 GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 402.60. . . . . . . . . 3.70 HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 880.50. . . . . . . . -8.95 HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1599.35. . . . . . . . -6.40 HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1640.80. . . . . . . . . 1.85 Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3843.25. . . . . . . 43.30 Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 197.20. . . . . . . . . 1.75 Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1106.35. . . . . . . 14.80 Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1137.85. . . . . . . . -0.60 ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 324.70. . . . . . . . . 5.75 IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1516.95. . . . . . . . . 5.95 Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 383.20. . . . . . . . . 0.05 Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 961.30. . . . . . -18.05 Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 427.35. . . . . . . . . 2.75 ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 312.25. . . . . . . . . 1.20 Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 968.65. . . . . . . . . 2.25 L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1788.60. . . . . . . 13.45 Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1154.45. . . . . . . . . 3.45 M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1431.90. . . . . . . 20.45 Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7205.70. . . . . . . 93.60 NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 157.85. . . . . . . . -0.25 ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 172.05. . . . . . . . . 0.60 PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 205.05. . . . . . . . . 1.60 Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1339.00. . . . . . . 26.20 State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 290.55. . . . . . . . . 3.25 Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 511.55. . . . . . . . . 7.25 Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 458.00. . . . . . . . -3.00 Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 280.60. . . . . . . . -0.10 Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80.00. . . . . . . . . 0.40 Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 490.85. . . . . . . . . 0.55 TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2615.25. . . . . . -80.75 Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 399.90. . . . . . . . -8.75 UltraTech Cement . .. . . . 4140.75. . . . . . . 18.25 Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 233.20. . . . . . . . . 3.80 Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 549.40. . . . . . -11.15 YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1493.75. . . . . . -12.40 Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 519.25. . . . . . . . . 0.50



EXCHANGE RATES Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4 p.m. on June 07 CURRENCY



TT BUY



MANOJIT SAHA Mumbai



The decision by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to keep the policy repo rate unchanged, shrugging off a sharp deceleration in retail inflation, brought to the fore clear signs that the Centre and RBI are not seeing eyeto-eye on interest rates. Addressing a customary post-monetary policy press conference on Wednesday, RBI Governor Urjit Patel told the media that the members of the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) had declined an invitation to meet with Finance Ministry officials ahead of the policy review. “The meeting did not take place,” Mr. Patel said, when asked whether such meetings could undermine the central bank’s autonomy and hurt the credibility of the MPC. “All the MPC members declined the request of the finance ministry for that meeting,” he said. The six-member MPC’s decision to hold rates and retain a “neutral” stance was also the panel’s first to lack unanimity, with one member, Ravindra H. Dholakia, dissenting. However, the RBI did not specify whether Mr. Dholakia was in favour of cutting or raising interest rates.



Prices outlook: RBI lowered its inflation projection to the 2-3.5% range for the first half. AFP *



tion slowed to 2.99% in April, the MPC opined that the question as to whether the unusually low momentum in the reading for April would endure was something that needed to be still assessed. However, after citing a couple of caveats relating to food and fuel prices, and core inflation, the RBI projected headline inflation to be in the 2.0-3.5% range for the first half of the current fiscal year and 3.54.5% in the second half.



The MPC highlighted the risk of ‘premature action’ at this stage and said it would be wise to remain watchful of incoming data, thus avoiding disruptive policy reversals at a later stage. The RBI also pared its projection for GVA growth for FY18 by 10 basis points to 7.3%.



Centre counters The Centre, however, differed sharply with the RBI on inflation. “In recent times, seldom have eco-



‘82.6% of pre-ban cash back in system’



TT SELL



US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 64.13. . . . . . . 64.45 Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 71.89. . . . . . . 72.26 British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 82.78. . . . . . . 83.20 Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 58.60. . . . . . . 58.89 Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.43. . . . . . . . . 9.48 Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 66.31. . . . . . . 66.65 Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 46.41. . . . . . . 46.64 Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . .. . 47.66. . . . . . . 47.90 Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 15.03. . . . . . . 15.12 Source:Indian Bank



BULLION RATES



MPC declined Finance Ministry invite; CEA counters central bank’s inflation view



CHENNAI



June 07 rates in rupees with previous rates in parentheses Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 43.80. . . . . (43.80) 22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,833. . . . . (2,828)



Views on inflation Tension had been brewing between the central bank and the Centre for some time over several issues, but the most important disagreement was over the RBI’s views on inflation. The RBI had, in February, changed its policy stance from ‘accommodative’ to ‘neutral’ due to inflation concerns, surprising many. While Consumer Price Index (CPI) data released last month showed retail infla-



SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT Mumbai



The RBI said 82.6% of currency that was in the banking system prior to demonetisation had returned to circulation. “82.6% of the economy is remonetised, which is a large number. And..., in terms of volume, it is 108% of the figure of that date,” said RBI Deputy Governor B.P. Kanungo. “So, it is not true to say



that there is shortage. There could be shortage in some pockets… if that comes to our notice, we respond immediately through various means,” he added. While currency in circulation was ₹17.9 billion on November 4 — just before the withdrawal of high-value banknotes — as on May 26, it was ₹14.9 billion, data from the central bank showed.



‘India will remain among top 3 investment destinations till ’19’



RCom slides 4% on new ratings cuts



Business heads confident of Asia’s performance: UN report



Special Correspondent



Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



India will remain among the top three investment destinations globally till 2019, according to a survey by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). UNCTAD’s World Investment Report 2017 also said India ranked 10th in terms of FDI inflows in 2016, with $44 billion coming in, as in 2015. Over the next two years, India will be behind only the U.S. and China in terms of investment attractiveness, the report added. “In terms of projections for the future, the United States of America, China and India are the top prospective destinations for FDI,” the report said. “Business executives surveyed by UNCTAD say that they maintain their confidence in developing Asia’s economic performance.” Global foreign direct in-



vestment (FDI) is expected to rise by 5%, to almost $1.8 trillion in 2017.



Higher growth “After FDI flows retreated marginally in 2016 – by 2%, to $1.75 trillion – the new, more optimistic projections for 2017 are attributed to higher economic growth expectations across major regions, a resumption of growth in trade and a recovery in corporate profits,” the report added. Regarding India, the report noted that although FDI



flows had remained the same in 2016 as they were in 2015, there was global interest in mergers and acquisitions in the Indian market. “Flows to India were stagnant at $44 billion. Crossborder mergers and acquisitions deals have become increasingly important for foreign multinational enterprises to enter the rapidlygrowing Indian market,” the report said. “In 2016, there were a number of significant deals, including the $13 billion acquisition of Essar Oil by Rosneft.”



nomic conditions and the outlook warranted substantial monetary policy easing,” Chief Economic Adviser Arvind Subramanian told reporters, slamming the RBI’s position on inflation. He termed real policy rates as “tight and rising” at a time of low inflation and slowing growth. “I think there is a plausible alternative macro-economic arrangement,” Mr. Subramanian said. “In this view, not just the headline inflation has been running well below the target and so far in advance, but core (which does not include transitory elements) inflation has also declined sharply,” he said. The inflation outlook had also been rendered benign by an appreciating exchange rate and a good monsoon. Not all economists see a rate cut in the near future. “Rate cut not a done deal!,” wrote HDFC Bank chief economist Abheek Barua in a note to clients. “It could also be the case that the RBI is reluctant to change its stance too-fast too-soon. Therefore, if the monthly inflation momentum moves closer to the lower end of the RBI’s projected path, then a rate cut cannot be ruled out.” Mr. Patel, who has been critical of farm loan waivers announced by some States, cited the risk of fiscal slippages that could entail inflationary spillovers. The RBI also took steps to boost credit demand. The risk weight and standard asset provision requirement for home loans were pared. Banks’ statutory liquidity ratio requirement was also cut by 50 bps to 20%, freeing resources. (With inputs from Vikas Dhoot in New Delhi)



The board of Reliance Nippon Life Asset Management has approved the listing of the fund house with an initial dilution of 10% in the current financial year. This would be the first instance of a mutual fund house going public though UTI Mutual Fund has also been trying for a while now to launch its initial public offer. On Wednesday, the board approved the decision to dilute 10% in FY18 and, as per regulatory requirement, increase the public holding to 25% within three years i.e. 2021. Discussions with merchant bankers, lawyers and auditors for the public issue would be initiated soon, said



Sundeep Sikka



a statement by the fund house. “We think it’s time for us to share the wealth with retail investors who can now be equity shareholders in the mutual fund company,” said Sundeep Sikka, chief executive officer, Reliance Mutual Fund. Reliance Mutual Fund is



No pricing pressure, clarifies Infosys COO Clients looking at ‘cost take-out’: Rao



among the largest fund houses of the country with assets under management (AUM) worth nearly ₹2.11 lakh crore. It has the secondhighest retail AUM of ₹52,657 crore that includes ₹41,042 crore from beyond the top 15 cities. In terms of profitability, the profit before tax of the fund house has risen from ₹72 crore in 2007 to ₹581 crore in 2017. Incidentally, it is among the top two most profitable asset management companies of India. While Mr. Sikka did not elaborate on the manner in which the issue would be structured, it is most likely that both the promoter entities — Reliance Capital and Nippon Life Insurance — would dilute in an equal proportion.



Cabinet approves IREDA IPO Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



Staff Reporter BENGALURU



Infosys Chief Operating Officer U.B. Pravin Rao on Wednesday denied media reports about the IT industry witnessing steep pricing cuts. “I just want to clarify that we are not seeing any unusual pricing pressure,” he said. Mr. Rao, who was speaking at the Morgan Stanley 19th Annual India Summit in Mumbai, said Infosys was not facing any pricing pressure. However, he said there were “cost take-out efforts” by clients toward reducing their program investments in the ‘run’ side of the business.“If you look at the overall landscape with all the transformation happening, clients are looking at taking



U.B. Pravin Rao cost out and reinvesting them in newer areas,” Mr. Rao said. “The rates have remained the same and we have not seen any change in the rate cards. In some cases, we have seen rate increases at well.” He added that despite the cost take-out, Infosys’s margins remained stable for the last two years.



The Cabinet on Wednesday approved an IPO by the Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency. It approved the issue of 13.9 crore equity shares of ₹10 each. It also approved the issue of shares to retail investors and IREDA employees at a discount of 5% on the issue price, with a cap of 0.5% on equity post issue for central public sector enterprise employees. IREDA is registered as a non-banking financial company. It has worked closely with the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy to help implement policies. The number of shares to be issued to employees and retail investors will be finalised in consultation with the lead managers and as per the SEBI regulations.



MUMBAI



Shares of Reliance Communications tanked 4% on Wednesday due to ratings downgrades by Fitch and Moody’s. The company, however, said it disagreed with the ratings change. The downgrades relate to RCom’s $300 million bonds with a coupon rate of 6.5% maturing in November 2020, constituting about 4% of the total debt of the company. A Reliance Communications spokesperson said: “The bonds have always been serviced regularly on the due dates and are fully current in servicing, as on date.” The company has said that it would continue to pay interest on the respective due dates, and the bonds will be repaid on the due date of November 6, 2020, he said. “The ratings by Moody's and Fitch apply only to these bonds.” RCom shares closed at ₹19.35 on Wednesday, valuing the firm at ₹4,816 crore.



New data on jobs to be ‘all inclusive’ Revamped system will also cover information on govt. employment schemes ister’s Office next week.



Somesh Jha NEW DELHI



The task force on employment data set up by Prime Minister Narendra Modi is likely to submit its report next week and could recommend inclusion of data on jobs created under the government’s employment generation programmes such as MGNREGA and MUDRA. The revamped data will also use proxies such as vehicle registrations in the country in a year to determine informal job creation in the economy, using the unconventional metric that a few jobs are created with every car sold, said officials aware of the development. “The idea is to try and use some unorthodox methods that can give us data on job creation. For instance, how much employment is generCM YK



Wider ambit: The Centre will also use data from schemes such as EPF to determine formalisation of workforce. ated in the form of mechanics, cleaners or drivers with the registration of vehicles? Other countries use such a metric but we want to tap all such sources,” a senior official said. The use of technology such as mobile phones or tablet devices in conducting employment survey by agen-



cies such as National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) and Labour Bureau is also being explored by the task force led by NITI Aayog vice chairman Arvind Panagariya. The task force is learnt to have finalised the contours of its report on revamping employment statistics, to be submitted to the Prime Min-



Data from schemes Apart from an endeavour to capture informal sector workers in the new employment-unemployment data series, the Centre would also use data from social security schemes such as the Employees’ Provident Fund, National Pension System and Employees’ State Insurance Corporation to determine formalisation of workforce in a year, said another official. While the enterprise-level quarterly survey may be conducted by Labour Bureau, the annual household survey conducted by the Bureau at present may go. It will be replaced with a revamped annual household survey which may be conducted by National Sample Survey Office. M ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



GMR Infra arm bags €850 mn Crete airport project in Greece



‘GST may not raise paint prices much’ Special Correspondent



Piramal lends ₹650 cr. to Embassy Group Exposure to group touches ₹1,010 cr.



Kolkata



To develop, operate and manage a new international airport on the Greek island Special Correspondent HYDERABAD



RBI nod must for firms to issue masala bonds MUMBAI



The Reserve Bank of India on Wednesday said its forex department would henceforth examine proposals of companies before they could issue masala bonds to raise funds from overseas markets. The changes come as part of RBI’s norms on external commercial borrowings, trade credit, borrowing and lending in foreign currency. Masala bonds are catching up fast as a source of raising funds. PTI



PFC expects stressed assets to turn standard NEW DELHI



State-run Power Finance Corp. on Wednesday exuded confidence that its stressed assets of ₹59,000 crore would turn standard in the next few years and provisions start tapering off from the second quarter of this fiscal. Higher provisioning for bad loans under revised RBI norms had been one of the reasons for a loss of ₹3,409.49 crore that PFC reported for the quarter ended on March 31, 2017. PTI



iVoomi plans ₹250 crore phone factory in India NEW DELHI



Chinese smartphone maker iVoomi plans to make phones in India with an initial investment of ₹250 crore and export handsets to countries like China, Taiwan and Korea. The company expects to have its manufacturing facility in the country by the first quarter of 2018. “We will initially have our phone assembled at two plants in India. We are in talks with Foxconn and VSun,” iVoomi India CEO Ashwin Bhandari said. PTI



CM YK



GMR Infrastructure subsidiary GMR Airports Ltd., in partnership with Greek infrastructure firm Terna S.A., has bagged a project to develop, operate and manage the new Kastelli international airport at Heraklion in Greece’s Crete Island. GMR will be the designated airport operator in the consortium for the greenfield project. The concession period will be 35 years, including Phase 1 construction of five years. The scope of the project involves design, construction, financing, operation and maintenance and exploitation of the new Heraklion Crete International Airport. Announcing that the con-



Take off: The new Kastelli Airport, once completed, will replace Heraklion airport, which is facing capacity constraints. sortium has emerged as the successful bidder, a GMR release on Wednesday said Crete is the largest and the most visited island in Greece. Heraklion airport, in Crete, is the second largest in Greece and has witnessed steady traffic growth in the last 3-4 years.



Demand for frozen seafood lifts exports Shrimp stays on top of the menu



The airport handles more than six million passengers annually and is facing a capacity constraint. The new Kastelli Airport, once completed, will replace the Heraklion airport. This will be the GMR group’s second foray into Europe after having developed Istan-



bul’s Sabiha Gokcen airport. GMR Airports president Sidharath Kapur said, “Having been selected, we expect to complete necessary documentation and concession signing over the next few months.” GMR Airports Business chairman Srinivas Bommidala said GMR would participate in project and commercial management in addition to airport operations. In India, GMR has developed and operates international airports in New Delhi and Hyderabad.



Construction cost The construction cost is estimated by the Greek ministry of infrastructure at about €850 million. (With PTI inputs)



The imminent roll-out of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) is unlikely to bring in either higher prices for consumers or result in any major supply disruption, said Abhijit Roy, the new president of the Indian Paint Association. Addressing a press meet here, he said that while the industry pitched for 18%, the rate had been pegged at 28% for the paints industry, except for powder coatings (a speciality paint used on household appliances, gadgets and also automobiles), which would attract 18%. The present taxation rates are a tad higher, he said. It would be a loss to all if some States failed to roll out the new indirect tax system in tandem, he said.



Special Correspondent MUMBAI



Piramal Finance Ltd., a subsidiary of Piramal Enterprises Ltd., has provided ₹650 crore as growth capital to real estate major Embassy Group, the company announced on Wednesday. Six months ago, the company had funded ₹360 crore towards Embassy Residences in Chennai, a premium residential project. With this, Piramal Finance’s exposure to Embassy Group is estimated at ₹1,010 crore. Khushru Jijina, Managing Director, Piramal Finance Ltd., said: “We have extended our relationship with the Embassy Group and look forward to a long and mutually beneficial association. We are happy to provide them with custom-



Elgi eyes M&As for market share



Mulling third manufacturing plant in India, says Xiaomi



Special Correspondent



New unit to make fitness bands, power banks, routers



Khushru Jijina ised financial solutions as they scale up their presence across both residential and commercial.” Jitu Virwani, CMD, Embassy Group, said: “Piramal Group is known for their structuring capabilities and quick turnaround time. We look forward to leveraging their capabilities as we partner with them on our growth capital requirements.”



CHENNAI



Special Correspondent Kochi



Robust demand for frozen shrimp and frozen fish helped Indian seafood exports touch 11,34,948 tonnes worth $5.78 billion (₹37, 870.90 crore) during 2016-17. This compares well with the previous financial year when seafood exports stood at 9,45,892 tonnes worth $4.69 billion. According to a press release from the Marine Products Export Development Authority, the U.S. and South East Asia continue to be the major importers, while the demand in EU countries grew substantially during last year. Frozen shrimp is the top item of export, accounting



for 38.28% in quantity and 64.50% in earnings in dollar terms. Shrimp exports increased 16.21% in quantity and 20.33% in dollar terms. Frozen fish exports grew 26.92% in value terms during the year. It is the second largest export item, accounting for 26.15% in quantity and 11.64% in dollar earnings. The U.S. accounted for nearly 30% of the imports in dollar terms. South East Asia, with a share of 29.91% in dollar terms, remained the second largest destination for India’s seafood products. It was followed by the EU (17.98%), Japan (6.83%), Middle East (4.78%), China (3.50%) and other countries (7.03%).



Elgi Equipments Ltd. has drawn up aggressive plans to become the number two in the global air compressor market in 10 years, mostly through inorganic growth, said a top official. “We aspire to become the number two firm in the global air compressor market by 2027 by acquiring overseas distributors and setting up assembly lines in the U.S., to increase our market share,” said Jay Varadaraj, managing director, Elgi Equipments. Elgi has identified about 25 distributors in the U.S. and Europe. It is yet to initiate talks with them, he said. The company has set aside ₹5,000 crore for the purpose.



Explaining the rationale behind the move, he said in the quarter ended March 2017, Xiaomi sold 3.8-3.9 million phones compared with one million phones in the corresponding quarter of the previous year.



Special Correspondent CHENNAI



The Indian arm of Chinese handset maker Xiaomi Technology India Pvt. Ltd. may soon start exploring the possibility of setting up its third manufacturing plant in India, said a top official. “Right now, we are producing one phone per second at two manufacturing facilities of Foxconn in Sri City, Andhra Pradesh, and we have to ramp it up further,” said Manu Kumar Jain, managing director, Xiaomi India. “We have not yet decided on the third plant. Going by the growth rate, we have to think about the third manufacturing unit. We have to talk to our partners and to a few state governments in-



Manu Kumar Jain cluding Andhra Pradesh. The first two plants are making only handsets. The new unit would produce fitness bands, power banks, air compressors and routers, among other things,” Mr. Jain said.



Eyes doubling revenue Last year, Xiaomi India clocked sales income of $1 billion with 150 people and this year, it aspires to touch $2 billion with 225 people. “It is not a sales target... We are already a leader in the online segment with 41% market share and we rank second in combined sales with 14% market share. We are doubling efforts in India to become the top seller,” Mr. Jain said.



M ND-ND
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TV PICKS Roland Garros: SS Select 1 & SS Select 1 HD, 2 HD, 3.30 p.m., 6.30 p.m. FIFA U-20 World Cup: Semifinals, Sony ESPN & Sony ESPN HD, 1.30 p.m. & 4.30 p.m.



IN BRIEF



New Zealand fined for slow over-rate CARDIFF



New Zealand, which was ruled to be two overs short of its target when time allowances was taken into consideration, has been fined for maintaining a slow overrate during its 87-run defeat against England here on Tuesday. Skipper Kane Williamson has been fined 40% of his match fee, while his players have received 20% fine each. ANI



Warne says his comment was tongue-in-cheek LONDON



Shane Warne says his “tongue in cheek” comment that India can’t afford him as a coach was blown out of proportion. “Re Indian coaching position. I was in a lift & was asked if I would put my hat in the ring I said “India can’t afford me” tongue in cheek,” he wrote on Twitter. “Ps re @imVkohli & I would work well together as a quote, this is totally made up. I never said that to anyone, very disappointing journalism,” Warne added. It is not the first time that Warne has been linked to the India coach job. PTI



Gilchrist backs CA pay offer LONDON



Former wicketkeeperbatsman Adam Gilchrist has broken ranks with current and former players by backing Cricket Australia’s pay offer and terming it as a ‘very fair deal’. “I think Cricket Australia are offering a very, very fair deal for players. No one’s going to go without and everyone’s growing and increasing,” the Guardian quoted Gilchrist as saying. ANI



Woakes in race to be fit for SA Test LONDON



England paceman Chris Woakes says he faces a race against time to be fit for the first Test with South Africa at Lord’s on July 6. The 28-yearold has a left side strain which he suffered in England’s opening Champions Trophy match with Bangladesh. He said with the recovery time generally four to six weeks he was ‘up against it’ in being fit for the first of the four Test series. AFP



CM YK



Men in Blue have no reason to fear Sri Lanka Mathews unlikely to bowl; Kapugedera injury deals another blow to the islanders CHAMPIONS TROPHY Shreedutta Chidananda London



There were few boxes India left unticked at Edgbaston. The openers got valuable runs, Virat Kohli destroyed any doubts over his form or state of mind, and Yuvraj Singh batted with aplomb. Hardik Pandya, promoted up the order ahead of M.S. Dhoni, demonstrated his ball-striking abilities before sneaking in a few quiet overs. India’s selection of bowlers — with Mohammed Shami and R. Ashwin excluded — was justified, although it can be argued that none of them were severely tested. After that dismemberment of Pakistan, Kohli’s men have travelled down the M40 for Thursday’s meeting with Sri Lanka at the Oval, where victory will take them a step closer to the semifinals of the Champions Trophy.



Same 11 likely Kohli said after the Pakistan game that the team had been chosen with the conditions and the opposition in mind. India felt the need for an extra pace bowler on that surface and opted to leave Ashwin out. The absence of lefthanders in Pakistan’s top six



could also have been a factor. At any rate, it did not come as a huge surprise, for Ashwin is not the same unstoppable force in one-day cricket that he is in Test matches. In his last one-day series, against England, he managed three wickets for 188 runs; in the one before, in Australia last January, he was dropped after two matches. While it is likely that India will field the same eleven again, Ashwin’s inclusion cannot be ruled out for the opponent's top six could feature at least three left-handers. There is little reason for India to fear Sri Lanka. This is a side with a patchy record in ODI cricket, and that’s putting it charitably.



Poor record Sri Lanka has lost 15 of its last 23 matches, a period that includes heavy series defeats to Australia, England and South Africa. Against India, the island nation has lost 14 of its previous 17 encounters. In its Champions Trophy opener last week, Sri Lanka was thrashed by 96 runs by South Africa. Confidence is likely not sky-high. To make matters worse, Upul Tharanga, who was



Relaxed: Virat Kohli and Shikhar Dhawan should find the going easy against an injury-hampered Sri Lanka. AP *



standing in for Angelo Mathews as captain against South Africa, was suspended for two matches after his side was found guilty of a ‘serious over-rate offence’ by the ICC. Mathews returns to the team, but his calf injury has



not healed enough to allow him to bowl against India; he will play purely as a batsman. Sri Lanka was dealt another blow on Wednesday, when Chamara Kapugedera injured his knee while field-



Ashwin understands what the team demands, says Virat Kohli India skipper says the off-spinner accepted the decision to drop him without fuss



< >



Special Correspondent LONDON



R. Ashwin may have been disappointed by his omission from India’s Champions Trophy opener against Pakistan, but the off-spinner accepted the decision without fuss or complaint, Virat Kohli stated here on Wednesday. “Ashwin is a high-class bowler. And he’s very professional as well. He understood the dynamic of the side that we picked in the last game, and he was absolutely fine with it. He told me, ‘I support you whatever you want to do.’ That’s always been our equation,” he said. The Indian captain added: “Yes, we do have disagreements on bowling plans and all those sorts of things because he’s a very smart guy and he has his own plans in place. “But in this case where team selection and all these things come into play, he’s very professional. “He understands what the team demands. It’s a very nice thing and a beautiful thing about him that he always puts the team first. He



Virat Kohli



performances on their day. Yes, at the moment we are playing some good cricket, but that doesn’t mean that we play with arrogance as a team. We respect every opposition the same way.”



Team man: R. Ashwin is a consummate professional according to his captain. AP *



was the first guy who said, ‘I have no problems with the kind of combination you’re going in with.’”



Respect for opposition India would not take Sri Lanka lightly, Kohli said. “In ICC tournaments, Sri Lanka have done really well. If you



Morgan lauds ‘outstanding attack’ Agence France-Presse Cardiff



England captain Eoin Morgan praised his “outstanding” bowling attack after the host booked its place in the semifinals of the Champions Trophy. Tuesday’s success means England will return to the Welsh capital as Group A winner for a last-four clash against the Group B runnerup on June 14. Morgan feared his team didn’t have enough runs to play with after being sent into bat. “I thought we were probably 10 or 15 below par — given that 320 is probably a par score regardless of the game we’re playing in these days,” said Morgan. “Guys like Mark Wood are so valuable to the team — and you can’t leave any of our bowlers out,” Morgan insisted. “I thought they did an outstanding job. They were truly the highlight of the day.” New Zeland skipper Kane Williamson, reflecting on the delivery from Wood that ended the innings said the Durham quick, fit following a persistent ankle injury, was a tough man to face.



Ashwin was the first guy who said, ‘I have no problems with the kind of combination you’re going in with’



“He’s a very good bowler, unique in the fact that he bowls at such good pace off maybe a five to 10-metre run up — which you don’t see too much around the world,” said Williamson. “He’s performed very, very well for England over a period of time — especially coming back after injury... so certainly he is a strength of their bowling attack.” Morgan, meanwhile, knows his side will top the group regardless of the result of the final pool fixture against Australia, on Saturday, where a win over the Ashes rival for the second time in successive Champions Trophy editions at Edgbaston would likely eliminate the rival.



No let-up against Aussies Morgan promised no let-up against World Cup champion Australia as England, in marked contrast, seeks its first major 50-over title. “I think if we’re truly going to be contenders for this tournament, we need to beat the best teams — and Australia is one of the best teams,” he said.



see their record over the years, they’ve always either reached the semis or been close to reaching the semis, and they’ve reached finals as well. “They’re going through a transition phase, but they have the sort of players that can deliver match-winning



Sloppy fielding Kohli admitted, however, that India’s fielding against Pakistan was sloppy. “Having done so well with the bat, I think the guys wanted to bring in that extra energy, and sometimes, starting a tournament, you can misfield a few and can get over-excited. “There can be lapses as well, especially when the team is seven or eight down, and you know the game is going to get done soon. “The complacency can come in. We identified that. “We’re going to work hard as a team in the fielding drills and improve that aspect going forward.”



ing. An SLC release said he was ruled out of action for two weeks, and that the opener Danushka Gunathilaka, who is on stand-by but traveling with the side, would be drafted into the squad instead.



Only last week, a Sri Lankan batsman was charming the Surrey faithful, falling 16 runs short of a historic sixth straight first-class hundred. It was tempting, Mathews admitted, to ask Kumar Sangakkara to turn out for Sri Lanka again. “Even a couple of days ago, I was asking him, ‘Can you come and play for us in this game?’” he laughed. “He’s been in absolutely great form. He’s been in form ever since he started playing,
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India vs Sri Lanka STAR Sports 1 (SD & HD) 3 p.m.
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to be honest. It’s unfortunate that we don’t have him anymore, but he’s always willing to help us. “He’s always having chats with us on how we should play in these conditions. This is his home ground.” Sri Lanka will hope all that advice helps on Thursday.



Will be wary of India’s bowling attack: Mathews Lanka captain labels over-rate transgression as ‘pathetic’ only three. So that has been addressed, and it will not happen again.”



Special Correspondent LONDON



India’s batting group may be studded with stars but Sri Lanka will not take the opponent’s bowlers lightly at the Oval on Thursday. “The Indian batting lineup has always put teams under pressure. This bowling line-up is quite different.



Best in the world “They’re one of the best in the world. You get a good balance of spin and pace, and they’re all different to each other, and they’ve got a fantastic bowling attack,” Angelo Mathews said here on Wednesday. The Sri Lanka captain labelled as ‘pathetic’ his side’s over-rate transgression against South Africa. “It was pathetic. I call it pathetic because the captain was warned several times, and there’s no excuse at all. The whole team is responsible, including the captain. “And to feel for the captain, it’s a very hard job on the field, and he has to look into so many things —tactics, bowling changes, field setting. “So the rest of the players



Sri Lanka would play without any pressure, Mathews felt. “There are no real expectations,” he said.



Rebuilding phase



Angelo Mathews.



*



“People will want India to come in and thrash us, and all the pressure is off us. We’ve been in the rebuilding phase for the past one or two years.



AP



“We bowled and fielded really well in the South African game. It’s just that we didn’t click as a batting unit.”



have to support him. Most of the teams are playing with four seamers and they’ve not had an issue. We played POINTS TABLE



TEAM Group A England Australia Bangladesh New Zealand Group B India South Africa Sri Lanka Pakistan



M



W



L



NR



PTS



2 2 2 2



2 0 0 0



0 0 1 1



0 2 1 1



4 2 1 1



+1.069 0.000 -0.407 -1.740



1 1 1 1



1 1 0 0



0 0 1 1



0 0 0 0



2 2 0 0



+3.024 +1.920 -1.920 -3.024



NRR



*Standings after the England-New Zealand match on June 6



Pakistan bowlers to the fore Miller anchors the South African innings with unbeaten 75 Press Trust of India BIRMINGHAM



Faced with a do-or-die situation, a fired-up Pakistan produced an inspiring bowling display to restrict South Africa to a modest 219 for eight in a crucial Group B ICC Champions Trophy match here on Wednesday. After an embarrassing defeat against India, Pakistan bowlers bowled their hearts out after South Africa elected to bat at Edgbaston, which had a slightly slow wicket. The spinners choked the Proteas in the beginning with three strikes and later the pacemen pulled the rug from under South Africa’s feet with fiery spells. Had it not been for a fighting knock from David Miller (75 not out) and his timely 47-run stand with Chris Morris (28) for the seventh wicket, the Proteas would have even struggled to get close to 200-run mark.



Slow but steady It was Miller’s slowest fifty in ODI cricket as he took 83 balls to complete it but it came at a crucial time for his side. Miller’s 79-run knock had only four boundaries.



CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC Pakistan 104 for three O Pakistan was 104 for three at the half-way stage in its chase with Babar Azam (23) and Shoaib Malik (10) at the crease. The three batsmen to be dismissed were Azhar Ali, Fakhar Zaman and Mohammed Hafeez with Morne Morkel snapping them up. CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



Miller also found some good support from Kagiso Rabada, who came up with a 26-run knock as the they added 48 runs for the eight wicket. These two partnerships, after South Africa was struggling at 118 for six, propped up the Proteas’ innings. Left-arm spinner Imad Wasim took two wickets upfront while Hasan Ali (three for 18) wiped off the middle order in a sensational threewicket burst that turned the tide in the favour of Pakistan. Pacers Mohammed Amir and Junaid Khan (2/53) did not take many wickets but peppered the South Africans with well-calculated yorkers to further choke them.



Pakistan spinners proved very effective early in the South African innings with Wasim (two for 20) and Mohammed Hafeez (one for 51) cleaning up the top-order within 15 overs. Wasim struck with his second ball to break the steady opening stand, trapping Hashim Amla (16) and then handed A.B. de Villiers his first golden duck in ODIs. South Africa were in tatters, 118 for six, putting Pakistan on top in the contest. Miller and Morris repaired the innings a bit before Junaid Khan broke their stand.



SCOREBOARD



Standing firm: David Miller held his own even as the other South African batsmen failed to last long in the match against Pakistan on Wednesday. STU FORSTER/GETTY IMAGES *



SOUTH AFRICA VS PAKISTAN



South Africa: Quinton de Kock lbw b Hafeez 33 (49b, 2x4), Hashim Amla lbw b Wasim 16 (20b, 2x4), Faf du Plessis b Hasan 26 (44b, 1x4), A.B. de Villiers c Hafeez b Wasim 0 (1b), David Miller not out 75 (104b, 1x4, 3x6), J-P. Duminy c Babar b Hasan 8 (14b), Wayne Parnell b Hasan 0 (1b), Chris Morris c Hasan b Junaid 28 (45b, 1x4), Kagiso Rabada c Hasan b Junaid 26 (23b, 2x4), Morne Morkel (not out) 0 (0b); Extras (lb-1, w-5, nb-1): 7; Total (for 8 wick-



ets; in 50 overs): 219. Fall of wickets: 1-40 (Amla, 8.2), 2-60 (de Kock, 13.6), 3-61 (de Villiers, 14.4), 4-90 (du Plessis, 22.2), 5-118 (Duminy, 28.5), 6-118 (Parnell, 28.6), 7165 (Morris, 42.3), 8-213 (Rabada, 48.6). Pakistan bowling: Mohammad Amir 10-0-50-0, Junaid Khan 9-0-53-2, Imad Wasim 8-020-2, Mohammad Hafeez 10-051-1, Hasan Ali 8-1-24-3, Shadab Khan 5-0-20-0. Toss: South Africa. M ND-ND
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‘Sehwag treated me like a road-rag’



IN BRIEF



Ashwin recalls his tryst with the former swashbuckling opener at a net session Press Trust of India New Delhi



Ryan Lochte considered suicide LOS ANGELES



US swimmer Ryan Lochte has revealed he considered suicide after the drunken escapade at the Rio Olympics which triggered an international scandal. “After Rio, I was probably the most hated person in the world,” Lochte said. “There were a couple of points where I was crying, thinking, ‘If I go to bed and never wake up, fine’,” he said. AFP



Nolito wants to move elsewhere MADRID



Manchester City’s unsettled Spanish forward Nolito, citing his failure to adapt to life in the UK, says he is on the verge of quitting the English football club. “I want to leave, I have learned very little English; it’s really difficult, all I learned was ‘tomorrow, good morning, good afternoon’ and very little else. IANS



British rider dies after Isle of Man TT race crash



India’s premier off-spinner R. Ashwin has revealed the demoralising effect he has had while bowling at the former swashbuckling opener Virender Sehwag. Talking in a chat show ‘What the Duck 2’, Ashwin recalled his tryst with Sehwag at a net session a few years ago. “Sehwag was never complicated. He had a demoralising effect on me actually,” Ashwin said. “There was an incident in Dambulla, where every ball that I bowled, first ball I bowled outside off stump, Sehwag cut me. Next ball I bowled on off stump, he cuts me. Next ball I bowled on middle stump, he cuts me. “The next ball I bowl on leg stump, he again cuts me. So I said ‘what the hell is happening’ So I just bowled a ball fuller, Sehwag stepped out and slugged me out for a six,” Ashwin said. Ashwin, who was struggling to earn a spot in the Indian team at that time, was clueless what to do.



As simple as that: R. Ashwin, left, says Virender Sehwag was never complicated in his approach to the bowlers. FILE PHOTO: K.R. DEEPAK *



“So I said to myself either I am just not good enough or this guy is just way too good ... which he was. But to the great Sachin Tendulkar also, I didn’t struggle with bowling so much in the nets. I was very inquisitive. I observed



this for a few days. But then I couldn’t hold myself back, I went to him (Sehwag) and asked, ‘so what should I do to improve?’ “Viru said ‘You know what, I don’t think off-spinners are bowlers. They do



not trouble me at all. I just find it easy smashing them’ I said ‘Sir you are cutting me’ He said, ‘Yeah, I hit off-spinners against the spin on the off side and for left-arm spinners, I will hit against the spin on the leg side. I said,



‘okay, fine’,” Ashwin recounted. “The next day I tried something in the nets he again started hitting me in different zones. “He was actually treating me like a road-rag. Like how I would treat a 10- year-old kid, if I was batting against him,” he added. After being thrashed during net sessions on multiple occasions by Sehwag, Ashwin finally managed to figure out a way to get the better of the hard-hitting batsman. He found out that the best possible plan against Sehwag was to bowl ‘rubbish balls’. “And I got him out a few times in the IPL that way. “Because what he expects is not what you dish out. Because he expects you to bowl good balls,” said Ashwin. “So basically for Sehwag, it was very simple, he hit bowlers’ good balls. So my simple strategy to Sehwag was to bowl rubbish balls. And it worked.” Ashwin also said that Sehwag was least interested in team meetings to discuss strategy.



BASKETBALL



Gulabsha stars for Chhattisgarh Special Correspondent NOIDA



Gulabsha Ali continued to impress as she top scored with 32 points in guiding Chhattisgarh to a 71-46 victory over Gujarat in a group-A league match of the 68th National junior basketball championship at the Shiv Nadar University Complex on Wednesday. Kerala also proved too strong for Delhi in a 70-35 victory in the same group. Punjab continued to stay undefeated in the boys’ group-A, as it humbled Rajasthan 91-64. Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh made it to the boys’ and girls’ pre-quarterfinals after they qualified for level-1 from the lower league for the next season. The results: Boys: Group-A: Punjab 91 (Kanwar Gurbaz 27, Gurvindder 19, Swapnil Sharma 14) bt Rajasthan 64 (Sumit 23, Ashish 20, Rajeen 10); Haryana 63 (Sachin 23, Rinku 20, Naveen 11) bt Chhattisgarh 57 (Salim Ali 35). Group-B: Maharashtra 69 (Fa-



izal Khan 19, Fauzaan Shaikh 17, Yash Jiwtode 11, Sameer Qureshi 10) bt Telangana 56 (Vipin Kumar 20, Pradeep Singh 13, Harish Verma 12). Qualifying to level-1: Uttar Pradesh 79 (Prasun 23, Naveen 21, Amit 11) bt Karnataka 74 (Pratyansh 22, Vishnu 17, Vishal 13); Madhya Pradesh 84 (Puneet 32, Sudhanshu 21) bt Andhra Pradesh 47 (V. Naga Durga 17, N. Shiva 13). Girls: Group-A: Kerala 70 (Jayalakshmi 25, Sreekala 18) bt Delhi 35 (Meena 17); Chhattisgarh 71 (Gulabsha Ali 32, Megha Singh 22) bt Gujarat 46 (Ria 14, Jahnvi 11, Tavleen 10). Group-B: Maharashtra 91 (K.S. Dongre 14, S.P. Pinto 14, N.V. Shahu 12) bt Rajasthan 63 (Ishika Gahlot 17, Yashika 16, K.S. Rajawat 14); Punjab 55 (Rajandeep Kaur 12, Aakarshan Sandhu 12) bt Haryana 28 (Manjeet Nehra 20). Rajasthan 54 (Yashika 19, Isshika 17) bt Haryana 40 (Ritwika 11). Qualifying to level-1: Madhya Pradesh 48 (Samiksha 18) bt Andhra Pradesh 18. Uttar Pradesh 80 (Vaishnavi 28) bt West Bengal 32 (Paromita 12).



LONDON



British rider Davey Lambert has died after crashing in last Sunday’s Superbike race at the Isle of Man TT event, organisers said on Tuesday. The 48-year-old had an accident on the third lap of the race at Greeba Castle and died on Tuesday in a Liverpool hospital after being airlifted. REUTERS



Lajong, coach Singto part ways SHILLONG



Shillong Lajong FC and its head coach Thangboi Singto ended their eight-year association after the club did not renew his contract owing to uncertainties over ILeague’s future. “Singto’s contract ended on May 31 and the club is yet to take any decision on his future in view of the uncertainty of Indian football’s top league,” Shillong Lajong FC GM Habamutlang Lyngdoh said on Wednesday. PTI



National Games only next year: Goa CM PANAJI



The National Games in Goa will be postponed further with Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar saying that the infrastructure required for hosting the event can be constructed only next year. The games which were scheduled to be held in September 2016 were postponed to November 2017 by the previous government. PTI



Punjab rowers shine KOLKATA



Punjab clocked 1:52.29 in the boys’ double scull heats on the opening day of the National sub-junior rowing championship at the Rabindra Sarobar here on Wednesday. In the newly introduced girls’ fours event, Kerala shone with a timing of 2:05.59 in its respective heat. The repechage competitions will be held on Thursday.
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\ NEW DELHI ROUND-UP \



Vidya Jain CA, Collage CC in summit clash Vidya Jain Cricket Academy booked a title clash with Collage Cricket Club after registering a four-wicket victory against Sporting CC in the 42nd Lala Raghubir Singh Hot Weather cricket tournament on Wednesday. Put in to bat, Sporting lost Rohit Sharma as early as the fifth over and then kept losing batsmen at regular intervals as VJCA bowlers also managed to keep the scoring rate low. The top five batsmen were back in the hut by the 21st over with just 77 runs on the board before Vision Panchal and Kuldeep Hooda brought some stability. The two added 72



runs before Panchal edged Ayush Kharab to the wicketkeeper. Hooda kept trying to get crucial runs, becoming the second-last wicket to fall after a fighting 75-ball 82 but he lacked any support from the other end as the innings wrapped up for 183. VJCA's chase wasn't very good either but the low target meant it did not have to worry too much and stick to the basics. Himanshu Rana and Joginder Singh managed to get a decent start, and useful contributions from the lower order saw VJCA overhaul the total in just 36 overs. The scores: Sporting CC 183 all out in 38 overs (Kuldeep Hooda 82,



Vineet Kumar three for 21, Ayush Kharab three for 40) lost to VJCA 184 for six wickets in 35.5 overs (Joginder Singh 42, Deepak Khatri 31).



Dronacharya Cricket Foundation enters final Navneet Singh picked up four wickets for just nine runs while Lakshay Sukhija also took four wickets for 10 as Dronacharya Cricket Foundation beat Academy by seven wickets to enter the final of the 5th ACE under-12 cricket tournament. The scores: ACE Academy 92 in 24 overs (Navneet Singh four for nine, Lakshay Sukhija four for 10) lost to Dronacharya Cricket Foundation 95 for three in 15.5 overs (Parikshit Kashyap 35, Rupank Agarwal 21).



Real rejects United’s Morata bid, say reports Asia News International Johannesburg



Real Madrid has rejected a £52 million offer from Manchester United for star striker Alvaro Morata. According to reports in Sport24, the bid has been rejected as Real is holding out for as much as £78 million. United’s original offer did not include David De Gea, the goalkeeper being a longtime target for the Spanish giant. Morata scored 20 goals in all competitions for Zinedine Zidane’s side last season as it won both the La Liga and the Champions League. It appears Morata has been identified as being the man the Premier League gi-



Alvaro Morata.



ant wants to lead its forward line. Manchester United boss Jose Mourinho is looking to strengthen his front line with uncertainty continuing



about the future of injured striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic, with Morata being his prime target. It is also reported that United is also interested in Torino’s Andrea Belotti, who has a £87.3 million release clause written into his contract. Morata made his first team debut in 2010 before leaving for Italy and Juventus in 2014 for £17.5 million. The Madrid-born player won two Serie A and two Coppa Italia titles and made the 2015 Champions League final during his two seasons at Juventus before Real Madrid bought him back from for £26 million in 2016.



North wins u-19 inter-zonal tournament Sports Reporter Chennai



North Zone, with 12 points in four games, won the BCCI under-19 inter-zonal tournament while West Zone, tallying 10 points, finished second.



Subham scalps five On Wednesday, the final day of play in the tournament, Subham Singh’s five-wicket haul helped East Zone, which had made 139, take an eight-run first-innings lead over Central Zone. The scores: East Zone 139 and 55 for one in 20 overs drew with Central Zone 131 in 59 overs (Yash Rathod 40, Suraj Ahuja 38, Subham Singh five for 31, Suraj Sindhu Jaiswal four for 29).



Winners: The triumphant North Zone team. Points: East 3, Central 1. West Zone 243 in 75.2 overs (Atharva Kale 70, Urvil Patel 78, U Mukilesh three for 71,



Aman Khan three for 44) drew with South Zone 215 in 52.2 overs Adithya Barooah 84 n.o., U. Mukilesh 37, Aman Khan 33,



HANDBALL



Punjab boys overcome Kerala Special Correspondent Hyderabad



Punjab boys defeated Kerala 36-35 in a close encounter in the league phase of the Mini National handball championship for boys and girls at LB Stadium here on Wednesday. The winner led 20-13 at



the break. For Punjab, Kulveer Singh (22) and Gurpreet Singh (12) played well while Ajaz Ahmed (19) was the topscorer for the loser. The results: League: Boys: Haryana bt Rajasthan 22-7; Jharkhand bt Punjab 33-24; Telangana bt AP 37-11; Kerala



bt Maharashtra 20-19; Delhi bt Karnataka 45-23; Punjab bt Kerala 36-35; Telangana bt Odisha 53-24. Girls: Haryana bt Delhi 34-25; AP bt Kerala 33-10; Bihar bt Maharashtra 30-12; Delhi bt Maharashtra 19-16; AP bt Odisha 28-26.



HOCKEY



Big win for Maharashtra Sports Bureau Lucknow



Pratap Shinde and Akshay Jadhav scored twice each as Maharashtra defeated Rajasthan 9-0 in pool A of the men's National hockey championship B division here on Wednesday.



With only three matches scheduled for the day, CRPF beat Delhi 3-1 in pool B while CISF managed a narrow 1-0 win against Coorg, courtesy Niraj Yadav’s early sixth minute strike. The results: Pool A: Maharashtra 9 (Pratap Shinde 2, Ak-



shay Jadhav 2, Aniket Gurav, Jatinder Singh, Gaurav Nimbolkar, Ajit Shinde, Sanjay Toppo) bt Rajasthan 0. Pool B: CRPF 3 (Jayant Tirkey 2, Ignacius Toppo) bt Delhi 1 (Vijay Kumar Maurya). Pool C: CISF 1 (Niraj Yadav) bt Coorg 0.



Siddesh Warghante four for 42, Siddharth Desai four for 55). Points: West 3, South 1.



Lovlina assured of bronze Press Trust of India NEW DELHI



Lovlina Borgohain (75kg) was the lone Indian boxer to register a victory in the President’s Cup on Wednesday at Astana. Lovlina advanced to the semifinals and assuring herself of a medal. She defeated Isagulova of Kazakhstan to enter the medal round. However, it was curtains for Devanshu Jaiswal (81kg) and Siwi Boora (60kg), who went down in their respective men’s and women’s quarterfinals. While Devanshu lost to Nurmagambetov, Volosenko showed the door to Siwi.
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THE HINDU CROSSWORD 12028 1
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3



4



7



5



6



(set by xChequer)



11 Not up, not out, one coming out sent back (2,3)



3 's a _________, one too many for couple? (5)



12 Cocktail having magic spell and inherent appeal (6)



4 Rhythm in casinos changing around noon (8)



FAITH



SUDOKU



Kinds of devotion



8



9



10



11



14 Become annoyed with poet, sudden anger developing (3,4,6,2)



12



5 Say mine or owned by me — underlying position following copyright (8)



13 14



15



17 Bully never returns in case of threat (6)



16



17



18



20



19



18 Copper bottom, originally black in old times (5)



21



22



22 Fine fundamental principles governing Indonesia's constitution (6)



23



24



25



23 Supplementary section's purpose in a page with pictures (8) 24 Perfect role felt divine (8)



■ ACROSS 7 I'd be one if I'd left for school (6) 8 Don't pass it outside city limit for highway convenience (8) 9 Green froth receding round new battleship (3-2-3) 10 Oppose state backing any suspect (6)
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25 Rules shortly to be introduced in Civil Service (6) ■ DOWN 1 Newly married men squandering bank balance (9) 2 Fought with son over hidden treasure (6)



6 Place note: ‘Sorry Closed’ (5) 8 Permanently barking dog on road featured in header (3,4,3,3) 13 Hash and opium ban primarily a silent instrument in practice (4,5) 15 Source it abroad causing protests (8) 16 Fortified lavish base in mission (8)



Solution to puzzle 12027 R J



19 Due in November? On the contrary, having possession (6) 20 Spray only packaging material (5) 21 Bit with second kiss (5)



M W



D E T O N A T E S



K S A P R U T



D D G I N A TW R T E H N B U L L D M L U L S S MU E T T H E B A B H V B O C E L O T L R U F E T Y T U P M I M I N A N T N N



H O T T O D D Y



T U G S



V B R N I N O G



F S I M E R F V T E E S I N E T M H E A D Y E N A L N S D OWN I E V E L S E L



Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku



There are different kinds of devotion to God and we see examples of both Seshatva and Paratantriya in the Ramayana. Seshatva is to not let anything stand in the way of the desire to serve God. Lakshmana wanted to accompany Lord Rama to the forest. Rama tried His best to make Lakshmana stay back in Ayodhya. But Lakshmana refused to be dissuaded by the Lord. Lakshmana was keen to be with Rama and serve Him at all times. So he was prepared to refuse to obey the Lord’s request. This is an example of Seshatva, said Kidambi Narayanan in a discourse. Nammazhvar too wanted only to serve the Lord and prayed for this. But Bharata was in a different category. No doubt he too wanted certain things, namely the return of Rama to Ayodhya and the assumption of kingship by Rama. But when Rama said He would not come back to Ayodhya and ordered Bharata to go back to the city and rule as king, Bharata implicitly obeyed his brother. He did not think of himself. He did not insist that Rama go along with what he (Bharata) wanted. This is an example of Paratantriya. While other Azhvars prayed for being rid of repeated births and for the chance to serve the Lord, Periazhvar only sang for the Lord’s welfare, thereby demonstrating bhakti, which asks for nothing. Paratantriya is when a person simply obeys the Lord and does not act on his own or for his pleasure. Suppose a person possesses a doll, decorates it and looks at it thinking how beautiful it looks. Does this act of decorating give any joy to the doll? If a man who has grown saplings in his field transplants them, it is because they are under his control. So being controlled by another superior being and not acting volitionally is Paratantriya. M ND-ND
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Bhosale stuns Sai Samhitha Sports Bureau AURANGABAD



Wild-card Rutuja Bhosale ousted former national champion C. Sai Samhitha and entered the quarterfinals of the $15,000 Endurance Aurangabad Open women's ITF championship on Wednesday. The results: Second round: Ramya Natarajan bt Sindhu Janagam 6-0, 6-2; Shweta Chandra Rana bt Alexandra Walters (Aus) 5-0 retd.; Yubarani Banerjee bt Vasavi Ganeshan 6-3, 6-3; Rutuja Bhosale bt C. Sai Samhitha 6-2, 4-6, 6-3; Y. Pranjala bt Vivien Klein (Ger) 6-0, 6-3; Mahak Jain bt Manisha Foster (GBr) 7-5, 6-4; Nidhi Chilumula bt Y. Sai Dedeepya 6-0, 6-1; Xiaoxi Zhao (Chn) bt Snehal Mane 6-4, 6-1. Doubles: Quarterfinals: Manisha Foster (GBr) & Alexandra Walters (Aus) bt Kaaviya Balasubramanian & Shivani Manjanna 6-1, 6-2; Y. Pranjala & Xiaoxi Zhao bt Snehal Mane & Hsin-Yuan Shih (Tpe) 6-2, 6-1.



Vishesh in last four Sports Bureau PUNE



Fifth seed Vishesh Patel overcame second seed Dev Patel 6-1, 6-0 to enter the boys’ semifinals of the Arun Wakankar MemorialATF Asian Under-14 Series tennis tournament on Wednesday. The results (quarterfinals): Boys: Vardhan Karkal bt Malhar Rajpal (Hkg) 6-1, 6-2; Shashidhar Kota bt Kartik Parhar 6-2, 6-3; Vishesh Patel bt Dev Patel 6-1, 6-0; Arjun Gohad bt Dhanya Shah 6-1, 7-6(3). Girls: Priyanshi Bhandari bt Sanjana Sirimalla 6-3, 6-1; Radhika Mahajan bt Rijul Sidnale 6-1, 6-3; Yana Dhamija bt Hrudaya Shah 7-5, 6-1; Rutuja Chaphalkar bt Ria Washimkar 6-0, 6-1.
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Thiem ends Djokovic’s reign



Paes & Marrero advance Sports Bureau Prostejov (Czech Republic)



Halep stages a spectacular comeback; Bopanna & Dabrowski make mixed doubles final ROLAND GARROS Dhananjay Khadilkar Paris



Defending champion Novak Djokovic was sensationally knocked out of Roland Garros after he lost in straight sets to Dominic Thiem in the quarterfinals on Wednesday. The Austrian sixth seed convincingly beat the Serbian World No. 2 7-6(5), 6-3, 6-0. Going by their rankings and head-to-head history, Djokovic was the clear favourite to reach the semifinals. He had never lost to Thiem in their five past encounters, beating the youngster easily even a couple of weeks ago on clay in the semifinals at Rome. Thiem, though, excelled on the Parisian clay, breaking Djokovic in the third game of the first set. Djokovic struck back to bag the next three games to lead 4-2. However, unforced errors, including two double-faults, from Djokovic in the seventh game helped Thiem even things. Both held serve after that to take the set to a tense tie-



Powering through: Dominic Thiem won a tight first set and broke early in the second to take control, and then stayed solid as Novak Djokovic fell apart. ADAM PRETTY/GETTY IMAGES *



break which Thiem won 7-5. The tone for the rest of the match was set in the second game of the second set when Thiem broke Djokovic. Thereafter, the Austrian held



serve and breezed through the set winning it 6-3. While the first set lasted 76 minutes, the second took just 39. Djokovic completely fell apart in the third set, and Thiem duly capitalised to close out the match. Overall, Djokovic committed 35 unforced errors and struck 18 winners compared to Thiem’s 28 unforced errors and 38 winners. “It was a bad set, but all in all it was decided in the first set. I lost a crucial break at the beginning of the second set. He started serving better and backing it up with first shot. He deserved to win. He was definitely a better player on the court today,” Djokovic said. In the semifinals, Thiem faces Rafael Nadal, who did not have to break much sweat in his quarterfinal as 20th seed Pablo Carreno Busta retired with an injury trailing 2-6, 0-2.



Top seed Andy Murray overcame No. 8 Kei Nishikori 2-6, 6-1, 7-6(0), 6-1 to set up a semifinal with Stan Wawrinka who beat Marin Cilic 6-3, 6-3, 6-1. In the women’s quarterfinals, No. 2 seed Karolina Pliskova defeated Caroline Garcia 7-6(3), 6-4 and will next face third seed Simona Halep who staged a remarkable comeback to beat Elina Svitolina 3-6, 7-6(6), 6-0. Halep was a set down



and trailed 1-5, but clawed her way back to win the second set in a tie-break, saving a match-point along the way. Rohan Bopanna and Gabriela Dabrowski reached the mixed doubles final, beating third seeds Edouard Roger-Vasselin and Andrea Hlavackova 7-5, 6-3. The seventh seeds will play the unseeded AnnaLena Groenefeld and Robert Farah in the final.



THE RESULTS Men: Quarterfinals: 1-Andy Murray (GBr) bt 8-Kei Nishikori (Jpn) 2-6, 6-1, 7-6(0), 6-1; 4Rafael Nadal (Esp) bt 20-Pablo Carreno Busta (Esp) 6-2, 2-0 retd.; 6-Dominic Thiem (Aut) bt 2-Novak Djokovic (Srb) 7-6 (5), 6-3, 6-0; 3-Stan Wawrinka (Sui) bt 7-Marin Cilic (Cro) 6-3, 6-3, 6-1. Women: Quarterfinals: 3-Simona Halep (Rou) bt 5-Elina Svitolina (Ukr) 3-6, 7-6



(6), 6-0; 2-Karolina Pliskova (Cze) bt 28-Caroline Garcia (Fra) 7-6(3), 6-4. Mixed doubles: Semifinals: Anna-Lena Groenefeld (Ger) & Robert Farah (Col) bt Casey Dellacqua (Aus) & Rajeev Ram (USA) 6-7(5), 6-3, [10-5]; 7Gabriela Dabrowski (Can) & Rohan Bopanna bt 3-Andrea Hlavackova (Cze) & Edouard RogerVasselin (Fra) 7-5, 6-3.



Top seeds Leander Paes and David Marrero made the quarterfinals of the €127,000 Challenger here, with a 7-6(4), 1-6, [10-6] win over Julian Knowle and Igor Zelenay on Wednesday. The results: €127,000 Challenger, Prostejov: First round: David Marrero (Esp) & Leander Paes bt Julian Knowle (Aut) & Igor Zelenay (Svk) 7-6(4), 1-6, [10-6]. $25,000 Futures, Namangan, Uzbekistan: Second round: Vishnu Vardhan bt Bogdan Bobrov (Rus) 6-1, 6-4; Sriram Balaji bt Daniyar Duldaev (Kgz) 7-6(2), 7-6(9). Doubles quarterfinals: Sriram Balaji & Vishnu Vardhan bt Aziz Dadabaev & Olimjon Nabiev (Uzb) 6-1, 6-2; Vladyslav Manafov (Ukr) & Denis Matsukevitch (Rus) bt Daniyar Duldaev (Kgz) & Mohit Mayur 6-3, 6-2. $25,000 ITF women: Second round: Karman Kaur Thandi bt Olga Doroshina (Rus) 1-6, 7-6(3), 6-1; Ksenia Lykina (Rus) bt Dhruthi Venugopal 7-6 (3), 6-3. Doubles: Quarterfinals: Sabina Sharipova (Uzb) & Valeriya Strakhova (Ukr) bt Kyra Shroff & Dhruthi Venugopal 6-4, 6-3. $15,000 Futures, Singapore:



First round: Ramkumar Ramanathan bt Jorge Blanco Guadalupe (Esp) 6-2, 6-2; Nam Hoang Ly (Vie) bt Taha Kapadia 6-1, 6-2; Annirudh Chandrasekar bt Christian Oliver Lee (Mas) 6-4, 6-4; Manish Sureshkumar bt Thien Nguyen Hoang (Vie) 6-0, 1-0 retired; Vijay Sundar Prashanth bt Sem Verbeek (Ned) 6-2, 7-6 (4); Jake Delaney (Aus) bt Suraj Prabbodh 6-2, 6-3. Doubles: First round: Vijay Sundar Prasshanth & Sanam Singh bt Chengze Lyu (Chn) & David Nguyen (USA) 6-7(6), 6-2, [10-6]; Francis Casey Alcantara (Phi) & Sem Verbeek (Ned) bt Anirudh Chandrasekar & P.C. Vignesh 6-1, 6-2. $15,000 Futures: Hua Hin: Second round: Karunuday Singh bt Thomas Fancutt (Aus) 3-6, 6-4, 6-4; Finn Tearney (Nzl) bt Niki Poonacha 6-3, 6-0. Doubles: Quarterfinals: Michael Kwong (Hkg) & Matt Seeberger (USA) bt Denis Yevseyev (Kaz) & Karunuday Singh 6-0, 6-1. $15,000 ITF women, Banja Luka, Bosnia & Herzegovina: Quarterfinals: Tamara Curovic (Srb) & Riya Bhatia bt Federica Prati (Ita) & Elina Vikhryanova (Rus) 6-2, 7-5.



Anand begins with a draw Sports Bureau Stavanger (Norway)



Viswanathan Anand played out a 44-move draw with the higher-ranked Maxime Vachier-Lagrave in the opening round of the Norway Chess 2017 on Tuesday. The results: First round: V. Anand drew with Maxime Vachier-Lagrave (Fra); Hikaru Nakamura (USA) bt Anish Giri (Ned); Levon Aronian (Arm) drew with Fabiano Caruana (USA), Magnus Carslen (Nor) drew with Wesley So (USA); Vladimir Kramnik (Rus) drew with Sergey Karjakin (Rus).



Sasikiran triumphs K. Sasikiran emerged the



champion at the Capablanca memorial tournament in Vardero, Cuba, finishing the six-player, double roundrobin event, with 6.5 points from 10 rounds. The third-seeded Indianfinished unbeaten and scored three wins — against No. 2 seed Samuel Shankland, Kacper Piorun and Emilio Cordova. Top seed Vassily Ivanchuk took the runner-up spot. The standings: 1. K. Sasikiran (Ind) 6.5; 2-3. Vassily Ivanchuk (Ukr) and Samuel Shankland (USA) 5.5; 4. Kacper Piorun (Pol) 5; 5. Isan Reynaldo Ortiz Suarez (Cub) 4; 6. Emilio Cordova (Per) 3.5.
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IN BRIEF



Oldest fossils of Homo Sapiens found in Morocco



Bitter truths about diabetes awareness Community-based study pegs disease prevalence at 7.3%



NEW YORK



R. Prasad



Fossils discovered in Morocco are the oldest known remains of Homo sapiens, scientists reported on Wednesday. Dating back roughly 3,00,000 years, the bones indicate that mankind evolved earlier than had been known, experts say, and open a new window on our origins. Until now, the oldest fossils of our species, found in Ethiopia, dated back just 1,95,000 years. NYT



Chennai



China preparing manned mission to Moon BEIJING



China is planning a manned mission to the Moon, according to officials who announced that the preliminary preparations for the lunar landing had begun. Yang Liwei, deputy director general of the China Manned Space Agency and the country’s first astronaut, said it would not take long for the project to get official approval. The announcement came at the Global Space Exploration Conference. PTI



A large community-based study involving over 57,000 adults from 14 States and a Union Territory (Chandigarh) in the country has revealed that the average prevalence of diabetes in these States stands at 7.3%. The prevalence varied from 4.3% of the population in the case of Bihar, to 10.4% in Tamil Nadu; Chandigarh was found to have a prevalence of 13.6%. The study also showed that the economically more developed States had a higher prevalence than economically less developed States. The prevalence of pre-diabetes in all the 14 States and Chandigarh was found to be 10.3%. It varied from 6% (Mizoram) to 14.7% (Tripura). This high prevalence implies the existence of a huge number of people who could develop the diseased in the near future. More than 47% studied were unaware they had diabetes till they tested. The prevalence was higher in urban areas (11.2%) compared to rural areas (5.2%). With 5.9%, the northeast States registered lesser prevalence compared with other States studied (8.3%).



More than 47% studied were unaware they had diabetes till they tested. While people with better socio-economic status in rural areas had a higher prevalence of the disease, in the relatively more affluent States such as Tamil Nadu and Gujarat, the reverse was was found to be true.



‘Epidemiological shift’ “We are seeing an epidemiological transition. Awareness is high among the rich and they are taking care of themselves, while diabetes is hitting the poorer people in these States,” says Dr. V. Mohan from Dr. Mohan’s Diabetes Specialities Centre, Chennai and one of the authors of the paper. The Phase I of the study included Tamil Nadu, Chandigarh, Jharkhand, and Maharashtra (2008-2010) and Phase II included Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Karnataka, and Punjab



(2012-2013), and the northeastern phase included Assam, Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura, Manipur, and Meghalaya (2012-2015). “In Tamil Nadu, the prevalence of diabetes is lower in rural areas compared with urban areas but the difference is narrowing. While in Jharkhand, the difference is huge — nearly 13% in urban areas and about 3.5% in rural areas,” says Dr. Mohan. Similarly, in the urban areas, people with low socio-economic status had a higher prevalence than people with high socio-economic status in the economically well-developed States like Tamil Nadu, Punjab, Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra. Tripura too showed a similar trend. The reverse was found in the case of States that are economically less developed. In the case of rural areas, people with high socio-economic status had higher prevalence than those with low socio-economic status in all the 14 States and Chandigarh. The results of the ICMR– INDIAB study were published on Wednesday in the journal The Lancet Diabetes & Endocrinology.



Radiation shots may help fight breast cancer Combination therapy works by reawakening immune system of patients Press Trust of India Melbourne



Australian scientists are testing radiotherapy combined with immunotherapy to fight aggressive breast cancer by reawakening the immune system of the patients. Two clinical trials combining radiation with immunotherapy are under way and a third will begin recruiting



patients with triple negative breast cancer later this year, researchers said.



‘Emerging idea’ “Using radiation first in aggressive breast cancer, followed by immunotherapy in an attempt to amplify the immune response to cancer was an emerging idea,” said Sherene Loi, associate pro-



fessor at the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre in Australia. The trials follow promising animal studies, where radiation shots were successfully used to ‘prime’ the immune system for it to take over the cancer fight, The Herald Sun reported. “If you have got primary cancer in the breast, that is



usually very curable. If the cancer comes back, then it is usually incurable and we think that is because it outwits the immune system,” Ms. Loi said. “Once you develop cancer, your immune system has failed. It can not see the cancer any more, and it also actively suppresses the immune system,” Ms. Loi said.



T. rex had scales, not feathers: study Agence France-Presse Paris



Tyrannosaurus rex had scales, not feathers, said a study on Wednesday, which rescues the giant lizard’s reputation as a fearsome killer with a rough-andtough hide. Recent research has claimed to provide evidence for feathers in ancestors of T. rex, and suggested the iconic carnivore may itself have sported bird-like plumage rather than reptilian scales. Those findings challenged a long-held contention that large-bodied dinosaurs had no feathers, requiring them for neither warmth nor flight. For the new study, an international team of scientists tracked down museum samples of skin from T. rex and several of its cousins in the tyrannosaurid family, and compiled a database of fossilised hide impressions. These included skin patches of the neck, pelvis and tail of a T. rex from the Houston Museum of Natural
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Fearsome killer: Paleontologists believe the first birds were descendants of small, feathered dinosaurs. AFP *



Science, as well as samples from four other members of the extended tyrannosaurid family. That group roamed the planet during the Late Cretaceous, which extended from 99 million to 65.5 million years ago, when an asteroid slammed into Earth and wiped out all land-dwelling dinos. The team concluded that the “extensive feather coverings” in tyrannosaurids —



which lived much earlier — were already lost in the common forefather of T. rex and its cousins about the time the Late Cretaceous began.



‘Compelling evidence’ The data provides “compelling evidence” of an entirely scaly covering for T. rex, the team wrote in the Royal Society journal Biology Letters. “Our discovery of fossilised scaly skin similar to that



of modern reptiles on the bodies of a wide variety of tyrannosaur species (including T. rex)... paints a more traditional scaly-skinned picture of these huge predators,” they wrote in a press summary. This suggested, in turn, “that most [if not all] largebodied tyrannosaurids were scaly and, if partly feathered, these were limited to the dorsum [back],” they wrote. The study begged the question why — after T. Rex’s ancestors evolved feathers from an even more ancient scaly forebear — the giant tyrannosaurs reverted to scales. Paleontologists believe the first birds appeared 150 million years ago and were descendants of small, feathered dinosaurs. The first dinosaur feathers were simple hollow shafts, which evolved over time into something resembling their modern shape, engineered for flight.
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Politics on DU campuses



‘Make Noida like Singapore’



Deceased’s kin blame DFS delay



The dream run continues



With DU admissions on, student-political bodies have set up helpdesks on various campuses Page 2



IT Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad urges U.P. to turn Noida and Greater Noida into manufacturing hubs Page 2



The family members of the man who saved six from a burning building have blamed a delay by firemen for his death Page 3



Veteran actor Dharmendra tells The Hindu that he still has some surprises up his sleeve Page 4
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IN BRIEF



Two held in Manesar gang-rape case Manhunt on for another offender; victim’s six-month-old daughter was smothered, says post-mortem Mr. Khirwar. The accused were inebriated at the time of committing the crime, he added. “The arrest was made possible with human and technical intelligence. We got some leads from the closed-circuit television camera footage as well,” said the Commissioner.



Ashok Kumar GURUGRAM



Two held for murder of public toilet caretaker NEW DELHI



Two men were arrested on Wednesday for allegedly killing a 21-year-old caretaker of a public toilet a day earlier after he objected to the accused doing drugs outside the facility located near Nangloi railway station. The accused were identified as Sonu alias Babu (24) and Sahil alias Azharuddin alias Chanu (23). CITY
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SP leader’s nephew held for smuggling drugs NEW DELHI



The Delhi Police have arrested four persons for allegedly running an international drug cartel and recovered 5 kg of party drugs worth nearly ₹5 crore in the international market. One of the four men arrested is the nephew of Samajwadi Party (SP) leader Abu Azmi. CITY
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Fire breaks out in CP building



Over a week after a woman was gang-raped and her sixmonth-old daughter murdered in Manesar, the Gurugram Police on Wednesday claimed to have cracked the case with the arrest of two of the accused. Another accused in the case has been identified but is absconding, said the police. Gurugram Police Commissioner Sandeep Khirwar said that one of the accused, Yogender, was arrested from a hideout in Gurugram. Another accused, Amit, was arrested a few hours later from the city. Mr. Khirwar said that efforts are on to arrest the third accused, identified as Jai Kesh.



‘First boarded truck’ All three men belong to Bulandshahr in Uttar Pradesh and had recently migrated to Gurugram where they were staying in the victim’s village in Manesar, said Mr. Khirwar. He said that the accused had confessed to having committed the crime along with his accomplices and corroborated the sequence of events as told by the victim.



NEW DELHI



A fire broke out in Suryakiran Building at Connaught Place here on Wednesday, said a Delhi Fire Service officer, adding that a fireman was injured while trying to douse the flames. A call was received around 8.30 p.m. about smoke emanating from the basement of the building, said the officer.As many as 10 fire-tenders were rushed to the spot to control the flames, he said. PTI



arrest was < > The made possible with human and technical intelligence. We got some leads from the closedcircuit television camera footage as well Sandeep Khirwar Gurugram Police Commissioner



Nabbed: The police with one of the accused in Gurugram on Wednesday. PTI After a fight with the neighbours, the victim had left her home to go to her parents’ place around 11:30 p.m. on May 29. She first boarded a mini-truck from outside her village but got down from the vehicle after travelling for a few hundred metres suspecting the intentions of the driver. She then boarded an auto-rickshaw, which already had two male passengers apart from the driver. They first drove towards her parents’ village, but suddenly took a U-turn and changed the route. They parked the vehicle at a secluded place in Manesar and allegedly took turns to rape



the woman. Mr. Khirwar said that the post-mortem report has revealed that the infant died due to asphyxia and the police investigation suggests that all three accused had a role in smothering her.



Accused inebriated “Almost three hours after the accused fled the spot leaving the woman and daughter behind, the victim reached her parents’ home and took her daughter to a hospital in Gurugram. Though the infant was declared brought dead, the woman took her child to a hospital in Delhi by Metro hoping against hope,” said
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Family pack



SI suspended Meanwhile, a woman SubInspector has been suspended for dereliction of duty in the case and a departmental probe has been ordered against her. Mr. Khirwar said that there was some delay on the part of the officer in registering a case of rape when the woman approached the police two days after the incident, adding that necessary action was taken after the matter came to the notice of the senior officers. Initially, the police had registered a case of murder and molestation as the woman did not reveal that she was raped. On June 3, she again approached the police alleging that she was gangraped and the relevant sections of the Indian Penal Code were then added to the FIR. The woman purportedly told the police that she was in a state of shock following the death of her daughter and could not reveal her ordeal initially. Following this, the Gurugram Police on Tuesday constituted a Special Investigation Team for investigation into the case. They also released sketches of the three accused.



‘My child died but I didn’t know’ Press Trust of India NEW DELHI



Recounting her four-hourlong horror on May 29, when she was gang-raped by three men in the industrial area of Manesar, the victim told reporters that she didn’t realise her baby was dead when she picked her up. “The three men were drinking beer and approached me in a tempo, asking where I was going alone. They started attacking me... When my child started crying, they tried to smother my baby. And then they threw her on the footpath. I requested them to stop, saying my child is crying. After that they raped me on the road.” After the men left the spot, the victim went back to the spot where they had flung the baby, picked her up and went to a hospital where doctors declared her dead. It was a new day by then. Unwilling to give up, the young mother picked up her baby, travelled in the Metro with the body to take her to a hospital in Delhi. “I did not believe my daughter had died and I travelled with the dead child to a hospital in South Delhi’s Hauz Rani area and later returned to MG Road Metro Station with the body,” she said.



‘Tough to implement fines for power cuts’ Scheme needs detailed plan: experts Soumya Pillai New Delhi



The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) government’s proposal to compensate people for unscheduled power cuts might be a difficult feat to accomplish, power experts say. According to the compensation policy on power outages, which was first suggested in 2015 before being struck down by the Delhi High Court last year, a penalty of ₹50 per hour per consumer was to be levied for the first two hours of outage and ₹100 for every subsequent hour. It was proposed that the fine amount be adjusted in the consumers’ monthly bills.



‘Guidelines soon’ The proposal is now likely to take off after Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal met Lieutenant-Governor Anil Baijal on Wednesday. However, the government’s power department will now have to work out a systematic plan on how it will be implemented. “The consultation is on and after a plan is formulated, the Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission (DERC) will be given guidelines for implementation,” Ms. Varsha Joshi, Delhi’s power secretary, told The Hindu. The initial policy rules had also fixed a 90-day period to pay the compensation to the customers. Experts said that several aspects will have to be taken into consideration while formulating the rules of the policy. The foremost will be ascertaining the reason for



No clarity on execution of the proposal, say experts.



*



FILE PHOTO



the outage. Mr. Sriniwas Bharghav, a power expert, said that prima facie questions arise about how power outages can conclusively be pinned on the discoms. “What if the power cuts in certain areas happen due to local faults or are solely a private complaint. What if there is a problem in the power plant? Why should the government be liable to discount bills in such cases? All this will have to first be clarified in the policy,” Mr. Bharghav said.



Strengthening system A mechanism will also have to be developed to handle local reasons for outages such as power thefts, faulty transformers, overloading by consumers and faults in power plants. Experts also said to solve the problem of outages, the government will have to find out the reasons for these. For example, if the problem is with transmission or distribution then steps should be taken to strengthen the system for the consumers.



Former judge opens fire at power staff He was annoyed over load-shedding; maintenance workers had a close shave Ashok Kumar GURUGRAM



Irked by a several hours of power outage due to maintenance work in Civil Lines, a retired Additional District and Sessions Judge allegedly opened fire at the staff of a Dakshin Haryana Bijli Vitran Nigam (DHBVN) private contractor on Wednesday evening. He was later detained by the police.



In a tight spot: A man rides a motorcycle with his family members in violation of traffic rules at Parliament Street crossing on Wednesday. SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY *



Six rounds In a high-voltage drama at the VIP area housing the official residences of Gurugram's Deputy Commissioner and Divisional Commissioner, the retired judge, A.K. Raghav, reportedly fired six rounds from his pistol creating a ruckus. However, the staff lived to tell the tale as they hurriedly took shelter behind a tractor. Three of the



CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



Textbook draws flak over short skirt ‘metaphor’ Author apologises, says has asked the publisher to remove the paragraph from the subsequent editions



bullets hit the rear wheel of the tractor, according to eye-witnesses. The Sub-Divisional Officer, DHBVN, in his complaint to the police said that the judge was inebriated at the time of the incident. However, his medical examination had not been conducted till the time of filing of this report. The complainant demanded that a case of attempt to murder be registered against the accused. It all happened around 6:30 p.m. when private contractor Sikander Kataria's staff was about to leave having completed the maintenance work that had been going on since 11 a.m., disrupting the power supply in the area. “The two DHBVN employees with us had already left and we were also gearing up



NEW DELHI



A textbook prescribed to B. Com (Honours) students of Delhi University has created a stir as the book ‘Basic Business Communication’, authored by C.B. Gupta, advises students to “write emails short enough to be interesting, like skirts”.



‘Casual analogy’ The textbook, which is commonly prescribed by professors to students of B.Com (Honours) in most DU colleges, said: “Email messages should be like skirts – short enough to be interesting and long enough to cover all vital points.” Several students have now taken to social media to protest against the CM YK



paragraph. Mr. Gupta, a former head of the commerce department of a DU-affiliated college, clarified saying: “I have



already quoted the source which was an article written by a foreign author. It was simply a metaphor and I did not wish to hurt anybody’s



In print for a decade The book has been in print for almost a decade and it is only now that this particular statement has been questioned. “It is surprising how nobody has ever questioned this statement



present in the book earlier. Thankfully we are able to realise the negative effects that such casual remarks can have on different sections of the society and thus, question the reliability of such textbooks in our course,” added the student. Responding to the concerns expressed by students over the statement, Mr. Gupta added, “I have already spoken to the publisher and the said words will be deleted from the subsequent editions.” Recently, a Class XII physical education textbook had come under fire on social media for defining 36-24-36 as the “best body shape for females”. Many critics had also demanded that the book be withdrawn.



‘Hid behind a tractor’ ‘“He then threatened to shoot us and went inside. Not expecting him to actually do so, we continued to wind up the work in a hurry. Suddenly, he appeared with a pistol and one of the gardeners in the park nearby cautioned us that the weapon was real. Before we could react, he opened fire at us but missed the target. We all then hid behind the tractor and three of the bullets hit its rear wheel. By the time he came around the



tractor, we ran towards the stadium. He fired three more shots, but we managed to escape,” recalled Mr. Ramashish.



FIR to be lodged Later, several private DHBVN contractors gathered outside the residence of the former judge seeking action against him. “It was following protest by the contractors that the police finally swung into action and brought the accused to the police station. It is a case of attempt to murder. The maintenance work was being carried out with requisite sanction from the DHBVN. It would be difficult for our staff to work in such conditions,” said a contractor at the Civil Lines police station. Gurugram Police Commissioner Sandeep Khirwar said an FIR was being lodged in the matter.



AAP reaches out for donations Says party looking for funds to ‘re-strengthen organisation’ Staff Reporter



sentiments.” The “metaphor” has not gone down well with some students who read the book recently. “Some students have a tendency towards rote learning without paying much heed to the actual gravity of the things that are written in the textbooks. Such casual analogies will just result in increased casteism, a social evil that already exists in our society,” said a student who wished to remain anonymous.



Staff Reporter



to leave, when the judge came out and hurled abuses at us. He demanded to know the names and contact numbers of the area DHBVN officials, but none of us reacted. We just listened to him with our heads down,” said Ramashish, a private contractor staff.



New Delhi



After the recent poll debacle in Punjab and the municipal elections in Delhi, the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) is in damage-control mode. The party is now working towards reaching out to people for donations, in the process of re-strengthening the organisation. The AAP is also reaching out more systematically to donors for this purpose. The idea is to communicate their work to the donors, highlighting the policies and implementations of the AAP government in the last two years. “We have remained heavily short of funds so our choice of fighting elections is determined to a great extent by our resources. In the past



elections, our mistake was that we failed to communicate our work to the people even half as vigorously as BJP peddled lies,” a senior AAP leader said. The party has now also started being more vocal about their work in the field of education, water and power connectivity, and health.



AAP newsletters Newsletters sent by AAP to former donors read: “AAP government’s achievements in education, health and several other areas are also the achievement of every single volunteer and supporter who has sacrificed immensely to make AAP what it is today.” It added: “Our (AAP’s) work has only begun and as



we march forward to deliver on the dreams and aspirations of crores of people, we ask for your support and participation in every single step.” The party has also been working at the organisational levels to bring a few disgruntled lower level workers back on board. Monthly ‘karyakarta sammelan’ (organisational meeting) have been scheduled to discuss the problems of volunteers and to give them a chance to come closer to the party. “Many volunteers had complained that they felt disconnected with the top rung of the party. Maybe because we got too involved with working for Delhi that we ignored that these volunteers were our link with the people,” the AAP leader said. B ND-ND
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House panel inspects desilting work



DU admission: ‘best four’ may be a tricky calculation



While at DU, learn an east Asian language



Students can face deduction of up to 2.5 percentage points depending on course



Staff Reporter



NEW DELHI



Jaideep Deo Bhanj



Members of the Petitions Committee of the Delhi Assembly on Wednesday inspected multiple waterlogging points with senior Public Works Department (PWD) officials here on Wednesday. A week earlier, PWD Minister Satyendar Jain had directed that all drains in the city be desilted by June 7 to prevent waterlogging on roads during monsoon. STAFF REPORTER



New Delhi



Attach bank accounts of erring schools: Gupta NEW DELHI



The Leader of the Opposition in the Delhi Assembly, Vijender Gupta, has urged Lieutenant-Governor Anil Baijal to direct the government to attach bank accounts of 531 private schools that have not refunded excess fee charged. He said that parents had been waiting for a refund since 2011. STAFF REPORTER



Power cuts a revenge by CM, says Delhi BJP head NEW DELHI



Delhi BJP Chief Manoj Tiwari on Wednesday said that Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal was taking "revenge" on Delhiites for not voting for his party in the recent civic body polls by cutting power and water supply across the city. Mr. Tiwari said that he will lead a protest outside Mr. Kejriwal's residence on Thursday. STAFF REPORTER



AAP Gujarat team says it is ready for elections NEW DELHI



In the past two days, the Gujarat team of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) has given a presentation to party leaders showcasing their readiness to fight the upcoming Assembly polls in the State. A final decision will be taken in the party's political affairs committee (PAC) meeting, which will be scheduled in the coming week. STAFF REPORTER



At several of the open house sessions conducted by Delhi University one question that is most often raised is: How to calculate ‘best four’ subjects? Students may have scored higher marks in a particular subject but sometimes including that subject in the “best four” could lead to a deduction by up to 2.5 percentage points. This year, to ensure that students who are from the commerce stream do not have to compete with students from the science or humanities stream while seeking admission into B.Com (Hons.) and B.Com (Programme), the university has said that the student must must include in their ‘best four’ calculation one language and three core commerce subjects, which include economics, accountancy, business studies/commerce. The applicant must have studied and passed mathematics/business mathematics at the qualifying examination for admission to B.Com (Hons.). To make it simpler for applicants to understand, the university has listed subjects under List C1, which is divided into two parts, and List C2. (lists given in table)



Grab a pen! To calculate ‘best four’ an applicant will have to select one language from Part 1 of List C1 + three best subjects out of Part 2 of List C1. Or One language from Part 1 of List C1 + any combination of subjects out of Part 2 of List C1, List C2 or any other subject (not listed either in List C1 or List C2). In such a case, the deduction of marks from aggregate percentage of ‘best four’ shall be as follows: for every subject included from List C2, a deduction of 1% in ag-



NEW DELHI



The Department of East Asian Studies of Delhi University (DU) is offering a host of alternative courses for candidates applying for undergraduate programmes. The courses include parttime certificates, diplomas and advanced diplomas in Chinese, Japanese and Korean languages. The courses will be conducted through eight colleges of DU.



Dates to remember “The intensive diploma can be pursued by aspirants along with their B.A. degree. Students enrolled in the School of Open Learning and the Non-Collegiate Women’s Education Board can also apply. Students who complete this level during the three years in college can directly apply for the one-year P.G. Intensive Advanced Diploma in our department,” said Professor Anita Sharma, who heads the department. The application process for direct admissions to the Post-Graduate level will commence from June 12 and the entrance exam will be held on July 6.



gregate percentage of ‘best four’ and for every other subject (not listed either in List C1 or List C2), a deduction of 2.5% per subject in aggregate percentage of ‘best four’.



Arts and humanities The procedure for calculating ‘best four’ subjects percentage for honours programmes for admission to arts/humanities programmes is different from that of commerce programmes. The university’s admission guidelines say that merit shall be determined on the basis of one language and



three best academic/elective subjects from List A (given in table). Out of three academic/ elective subject chosen, one must be the concerned subject in which the admission is sought, failing which a deduction of 2.5% will be imposed on the calculated ‘best four’ percentage. For example, if a student is applying for B.A.(Hons.) in history and if the student has not studied history in Class XII then 2.5% will be deducted from the score. Further, if an applicant does not include the subjects
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Respite from heatwave



given in List A in ‘best four’, then a deduction of 2.5% of maximum marks will be levied for each subject for the purpose of calculating ‘best four’. Specifically for honours in languages an advantage of 2% in the ‘best four’ percentage will be given to those applicants who have studied that particular elective language. For admission into B.A. (Hons.) in economics, applicants must have studied and passed mathematics at the qualifying exam for admission.



M.A. degrees on offer The department is also offering M.A. in East Asian Studies, M.A. in Japanese Studies and Ph.D. in East Asian Studies. Admissions to all these programmes will be based on an entrance exam held by the department. Students who graduate from this department find placements with leading think-tanks as well as corporate houses. “Learning a foreign language is always an added advantage and the knowledge of an oriental language increases your job prospects,” said Surinder Kumar, who has completed a Post-Graduate Diploma in Chinese.



Student bodies try to woo applicants Politically affiliated outfits get busy NIKITA BISHNOI New Delhi



With thousands of aspirants flocking to Delhi University (DU) for the admission process, student-political bodies have set up helpdesks on various campuses to assist the newcomers with their paper work and also generate some goodwill for the party they represent. Shaurya Veer Singh, a member of National Students’ Union of India (NSUI) — the student wing of the Congress — has his eyes on the DU elections this year. “We sit at these helpdesks and also go to different colleges to help students. I am making best efforts to lead this time. We want to win all four seats in DU,” he said.



‘Support base’ Priyanka Chhawri, vice-president of the Delhi University Students’ Union (DUSU) and a member of Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP), which is affiliated to the RSS, said that the helpdesks will promote goodwill for the party among the students.



The organisations have set up helpdesks on campuses to assist applicants. FILE PHOTO *



“ABVP volunteers are helping the candidates with the admission process, this will create a support base among the new students”. While most of the organisations are concentrating on the students coming to the campuses, members of the All India Students’ Association (AISA) — the student wing of the Communist Party of India (Marxist–Leninist) — are going to areas where students live. “We are visiting various student areas of the city and helping them clear their doubts. When the student come to campus, they recognise us,” said AISA member Kawalpreet Kaur



Admission opens at College of Art Students must apply by June 20 Staff Reporter New Delhi



College of Art, which is run by the Delhi government and affiliated to Delhi University (DU), is now accepting applications for admission to Bachelor of Fine Arts with specialisations in applied arts, art history, painting, print making, sculpture and visual communication. The course duration is four years.



Separate from DU Students can download the application form and the admission prospectus from the



college’s website. They will have to submit the papers in person at the college. The admission process is carried out by the college and is not a part of the DU’s centralised admission procedure. The admission process will end on June 20. The application fee for general and OBC category aspirants is ₹500 and ₹250 for SC/ST and physically handicapped applicants. The college also has a Diploma in Fine Arts for hearing and speech-impaired students.



‘Need time machine to stick to UGC rules’ Delhi University teachers demand scrapping of Academic Performance Index one supposed to retrospectively carry out work and accumulate points? It is for this reason we are demanding a time machine. Probably then we will be able to fulfil the guidelines,” said Abha Dev Habib, DUTA member.



Shinjini Ghosh New Delhi



The Delhi University Teachers’ Association (DUTA) on Wednesday held a protest at the arts faculty in north campus demanding the scrapping of the Academic Performance Index (API) system introduced by the University Grants Commission (UGC). It also observed a one-day pen-down protest at all evaluation centres.



Cool morning: Clouds loom over the Ashoka pillar at the Feroz Shah Kotla Fort on Wednesday. The day temperature was 37.2°C, three notches below normal, as several parts of the city saw traces of rainfall till 8.30 a.m. More rain is forecast on Thursday. V. SUDERSHAN *



Retrospective execution In its 2010 guidelines, the UGC stated that the promotion of teachers would depend on their individual API scores. This score takes into account the number of lectures taken by a teacher, examination duties, research work carried out and other factors. In a further setback to the teachers, the then vice-chan-



Fed up: As per the 2010 UGC guidelines, promotion of teachers depend on their individual API scores. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



cellor of DU, Dinesh Singh, had introduced a new guideline which stated that teachers who were eligible for promotion on or after December 31, 2008, will need their API scores for further promotion. “The API system is noth-



ing but a quantification of work. This is a clear indication that the government is trying to avoid giving promotions. Teachers cannot earn points retrospectively. Even if I am required to do some research work, I need to know that in advance. How is



‘Bad scheme’ DUTA president Nandita Narain said, “We are fighting for the issue at two levels. One cannot collect points retrospectively. So at the university level we want a rollback of this particular guideline. We also want the university to start appointments for permanent posts. The V-C is not honouring the assurances he had given us”. “The surprising thing is that a bad scheme, which was brought in by UPA-II, is being carried forward by the NDA government,” said Professor Habib.



Fumigate 500 derelict ‘Develop Noida, Greater Noida like Singapore’ Friction over publicity flats in Janakpuri: NGT IT Minister urges U.P. to come up with plan to turn cities into manufacturing hubs for AAP govt schemes Orders DDA to check mosquito breeding



Special Correspondent New Delhi



Staff Reporter New Delhi



The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed the Delhi Development Authority (DDA) to clean and fumigate around 500 abandoned flats in west Delhi’s Janakpuri and make sure there are no breeding grounds for mosquitoes in the area. The green panel also directed the Delhi Cantonment Board, to ensure that the ponds near Jharera village, close to the cantonment area, were cleaned and fumigated to eliminate mosquitoes and reduce the chances of an outbreak of dengue or chikungunya. The direction came after local commissioners appointed by the tribunal CM YK



pointed out that several spots in the city had become breeding grounds for mosquitoes. They also told the tribunal that there were fountains across the city where no steps have been taken to check infestation of mosquitoes.



Getting strict The directions come a days after the NGT expressed unhappiness over government buildings such as central Delhi’s Haryana Bhawan turning into a haven for mosquitoes, and had ordered that the complexes be cleaned. The Bench had then appointed 12 local commissioners to inspect the city and report any problems on the ground.



With over 40% of new mobile manufacturing units being set up in Noida and Greater Noida in Uttar Pradesh over the past two years, Electronics and IT Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad on Wednesday pitched for development of these cities along the lines of Singapore. The Union Minister asked UP Industries Minister Satish Mahana to prepare a roadmap to develop the Noida-Greater Noida stretch into a manufacturing hub as a “new Singapore”.



Mobile manufacturing “Noida has become the first choice for electronic manufacturing, particularly mobile manufacturing. In the past two years, 73 new mobile and mobile components



Ravi Shankar Prasad was speaking at a corporate event on Wednesday. *



RAMESH SHARMA



manufacturing units were set up in the country. Of these, 32 came up in Noida,” Mr. Prasad said at a Samsung event. Almost every mobile phone manufacturer, including Lava and Intex, have their plants in the city. Contract manufacturers like Wistron, which makes phones



for firms like LG and HTC, also have operations in Noida. Samsung announced on Wednesday that it would invest ₹4,195 crore to add capacity to its plant in Noida, where it manufactures smartphones, refrigerators and flat panel televisions. The Korean electronics giant said the investment proposal was approved by the Uttar Pradesh government under its mega policy.



More jobs Talking to journalists on the sidelines, Mr. Prasad said the expansion of the plant by Samsung will create direct employment for 5,000 people and indirect employment for 15,000 people. He added that he is “open to the idea of having new policy initiatives” to develop



a complete ecosystem for local manufacturing and also encouraging exports from the country. The Minister said six crore mobile phones were made/ assembled in India in 201415, going up to 11 crore in 2015-16 and 17.5 crore in 2016-17. The number is likely to touch 22 crore in the current financial year. Mr. Prasad said he is hopeful of the number going up to 50 crore in the next two to three years. Niti Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant, who was also present, said Samsung hopes to manufacture 100 million mobile phone in India by 2020. He added that while India currently contributes about 10% of the company’s global production, this contribution is likely to go up to 50% in the next three years.



Sisodia demands action against official Staff Reporter New delhi



Publicity for what the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) government has termed its achievements as well as the Centre’s Goods and Services Tax policy has become the latest flashpoint between the political and bureaucratic leaders of the Delhi government. Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia has asked for action to be taken against the Director of the Directorate of Information and Publicity (DIP), Jayadev Sarangi, for not allowing a Facebook live session with traders to discuss the implementation of GST. Mr. Sisodia had said in a letter to Chief Secretary M. M. Kutty that the DIP had not allowed the live discussion



stating that a tender would have to be floated. But, government officials said on Wednesday that a tender would have to be floated for the publicity of the event, not the event itself.



Mishra chimes in Former Minister and suspended AAP MLA Kapil Mishra jumped into the controversy by tweeting a letter written by Mr. Sarangi earlier this year to the AAP asking for reimbursement of ₹97 crore for ads that were seen as political and in violation of the Supreme Court’s regulations. Mr. Mishra said that this letter was the reason behind the attempt to remove the official. Mr. Sarangi was unavailable for comment. B ND-ND
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Kin of man who died saving 6 blame fire service for delay



SP leader’s nephew among 4 held for smuggling drugs 5 kg of party drug worth nearly ₹5 crore seized



'Y' category security for Kapil Mishra



Demand posthumous honour for 52-year-old Satyavir Panchal



NEW DELHI



Hemani Bhandari



New Delhi



The police have accorded 'Y' category security cover to sacked Delhi Minister Kapil Mishra, who has levelled corruption charges against Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal. Two armed personnel from the security unit will accompany Mr. Mishra and personnel will guard his residence 24X7. While Mr. Mishra was on a hunger strike last month, a man claiming to be an AAP worker had tried to attack him. PTI



New Delhi



The Delhi Police have arrested four persons for allegedly running an international drug cartel and recovered 5 kg of party drugs worth nearly ₹5 crore in the international market. One of the four men arrested is the nephew of Samajwadi Party leader Abu Azmi. Reacting to his nephew’s arrest, the senior SP leader told The Hindu, “It’s very unfortunate that he’s my nephew, but I have no relations with him.”



High Court rejects DMRC appeal NEW DELHI



The High Court on Wednesday dismissed the Delhi Metro’s appeal against a single judge order directing it to pay ₹60 crore as three months’ interest to a lender of its former concessionaire for the Airport Express Line. The court said that ₹60 crore was only a “drop in the ocean” compared to the award of ₹4,670 crore. The interim order of May 30 had come on a plea by the concessionaire Delhi Airport Metro Express Private Limited. PTI



Domestic help jumps to death from 18th floor NOIDA



An 18-year-old domestic help from Bihar allegedly committed suicide on Wednesday by jumping from the 18th floor of a building here after her employers did not allow her to go home, the police said. Chunmun was working at an apartment in RC Residency in Sector 120 here, they said. No suicide note was recovered from the spot. Initial investigation revealed that she was not allowed to go home by her employers, the police said. PTI



The 52-year-old who saved six members of a family from a burning building at Onkar Nagar on Tuesday morning before perishing in a cylinder blast allegedly died due to an injury to the throat. The victim’s family claimed on Wednesday he would be alive today had the Delhi Fire Service (DFS) reached the spot in time. Satyavir Panchal’s family also demanded a posthumous bravery award for his attempt to save the lives of Rajesh Gupta, his wife Bala Devi and their children Ankush, Khushboo, Himani and Vansh. Fire had broken out at a diagnostic centre owned by the rescued family in a fivestorey building around 2.30 a.m. on Tuesday.



Fire Control Room “My cousin died trying to save lives. He should be treated as a martyr,” said Ramphal Panchal. Dr. Gupta told The Hindu that he called up the Fire Control Room at 2.03 a.m. as soon as he realised that a fire had started on the ground floor. He added that his family and he were stuck on the upper floors, while two of his relatives who were on the fourth floor managed to save themselves by scaling the wall of an adjacent building. Fire extinguishers Alleging that fire tenders reached the spot nearly about one-and-a-half hours late, Mr. Satyavir Panchal’s 22-year-old son Akshay said that was the reason why his father and he had gone to Dr. Gupta’s house on the next street. “We received a call at 2.23 a.m. We took 10 fire extinguishers but couldn’t douse the fire. Within 10 minutes of reaching Dr. Gupta’s house,



Tragic end: (Clockwise from the top) The diagnostic centre in Onkar Nagar where a fire broke out on Tuesday morning. All that was left of a fan at the centre after the blast. Satyavir Panchal (52) died of injuries at the spot. HEMANI BHANDARI & SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



the oxygen cylinder at the diagnostic centre burst,” Mr. Akshay Panchal said. His relative Divesh Panchal claimed that he went to look for the fire tenders after waiting for half-an-hour.



‘Vehicle not functional’ “I went to look for the fire tenders after waiting for about half-an-hour. I reached the Keshavpuram fire station. The officer there told me that their vehicle wasn’t functional and the call had been forwarded to Moti Nagar fire station,” Mr. Divesh Panchal said, adding that he took the number of the driver and called him up. “The driver told me that he couldn’t locate the place.



Based on information given by Avdhesh, his employer Amit and manager Chandan, who had allegedly lured him into the business, were arrested.



Staff Reporter



I found the driver and we reached the spot around 3.15 a.m.,” Mr. Divesh Panchal said.



sent to the spot. He said the fire was doused within halfan-hour and Dr. Gupta’s family rescued.



Delay denied However, a DFS officer told The Hindu that they had received the call at 2.36 a.m. and two fire tenders were rushed to the spot within 15minutes. “The fire tenders reached the site at 3 a.m. Since the Keshavpuram fire tender was deployed at Wazirabad, the call was forwarded to the Moti Nagar station,” he said. The officer added that they received a demand for a senior officer at 3.50 a.m., after which a senior from a training centre nearby was



‘Rescued around 4.30’ However, Dr. Gupta said they were rescued and brought downstairs around 4.30 a.m. Mr. Satyavir Panchal had allegedly helped douse many fires in the area whenever the need arose. “People always called us in case of a fire and we always helped them,” said Mr. Akshay Panchal. The victim was also general-secretary of an organisation that held blood donation and eye-check up camps regularly.



Tip-off received Abu Aslam Qasim Azmi (43), Amit Aggarwal (40), Avdhesh Kumar (26) and Chandan Rai (31) were arrested between Sunday and Wednesday following a tip-off. Deputy Commissioner of Police (Special Cell) Sanjeev Kumar Yadav said they had received a tip-off stating that a consignment of party drug MDMA (methylenedioxymethamphetamine), commonly known as ice, was dispatched from Mumbai



It’s very < > unfortunate that he’s my nephew, but I have no relations with him Abu Azmi Samajwadi Party leader



and would be received at a cargo office named Prefer Logistic Pvt Ltd in Mahipalpur here. MDMA would then be supplied in the United States and the United Kingdom. “A trap was laid on June 4 and Avdhesh, who was carrying a red and black bag, was nabbed,” said Mr. Yadav, adding that 5 kg of the contraband was recovered from his possession.



2 held for murder of public toilet caretaker



Govt puts ball in civic bodies’ court Says municipal corporations given funds for vector-control programmes



Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



transferred to the civic bodies in first instalment of grants, but it had been made clear recently to the corporations about how much the specific grant for the vectorcontrol programme was.



Damini Nath NEW DELHI



Pre-empting possible criticism when dengue, malaria and chikungunya cases rise during the monsoon, the Delhi government on Wednesday said it had given the municipal corporations funds for their vector-control programmes.



Official document According to an official document of the government, the North Delhi Municipal Corporation had been given ₹32.86 crore of the total ₹131.45 crore in grants for 2017-2018 as on May 12 as the first instalment. Of that, ₹11.50 crore was meant to be used for vectorcontrol programme, the government clarified to the corporation recently. The South Delhi Municipal Corporation had been given ₹18.38 crore out of the



DELHI TODAY Dance: Bharatanatyam by Divya Shiva Sundar at The Stein Auditorium, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 7 p.m. Music Talk: Purab Ang Kee Gayaki vocalist Shweta Dubey in conversation with music critic, Pt.Vijay Shankar Mishra. Accompanied by Sachin Sharma on tabla at Amaltas Hall, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 7 p.m. Exhibition: “Glimpses of Magic” - a solo show of water colours and colour pencil by Nita Banerji at Annexe Building, India International Centre (IIC), 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. Exhibition: “Mukhosh - Masks of India, a folk tradition” at Art Konsult, 3, Ground Floor, Hauz Khas Village, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. Exhibition: “Mahesh Shantaram: The African Portraits” at Exhibit 320, F 320, Lado Sarai, 10:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. Exhibition: “The Chromatic Image” solo show by Gopal Ghose at Akar Prakar Art Advisory, 1st Floor, 29 Hauz Khas Village, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. Exhibition: “Delhi Direct” - an Ode to the Living Streets of Delhi solo photography exhibition by Rajan Bhatt at Delhi ‘o’ Delhi Foyer, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. Screening: “L’escale” - documentary film screening in French with English subtitles at M.L. Bhartia Auditorium, Alliance Francaise De Delhi, 72, Lodhi Estate, 6:30 p.m. (Mail your listings for this column at [email protected])



CM YK



Big fight: The civic bodies are tasked with the responsibility to control vector-borne diseases in the Capital. FILE PHOTO: AFP *



total ₹73.50 crore in grants for this financial year. Of this, ₹8.38 crore was meant for vector-control activities.



Struggling financially Of ₹42.50 crore in grants for this financial year, the East Delhi Municipal Corpora-



tion, which has been struggling financially for years now, was given ₹10.63 crore. Of this, ₹4.65 crore was for vector-control.



First instalment A senior government official said the funds had been



Public interest litigation The official added that in 2015, when the number of dengue cases set a new record at 15,867, the government had faced a public interest litigation that alleged that the funds for controlling mosquitoes had not been transferred to the civic bodies. While the civic bodies are tasked with the responsibility to control vector-borne diseases, the spread of diseases in the past two years has given the Aam Aadmi Party government and the Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled corporations another thing to fight about.



The Delhi Police have arrested a man for allegedly stealing luxury ‘self-drive rental cars’ in south Delhi by submitting fake ID cards. Since his June 1 arrest, the police have recovered seven cars and solved five cases of car thefts. Rajasthan resident Mukesh Chauhan would rent cars using fake ID proofs. He would then sell them at much cheaper rates. He was arrested from his village. The stolen car he was driving was also seized.



Teens drown in Yamuna Staff Reporter



His mother’s statement led to arrest



Nabbed: Sonu, Sahil were allegedly wearing blood-stained clothes at the time of the arrest. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



Rental car thief held



Arrested in Mumbai According to the police, Amit disclosed that the consignment was sent by Aslam, who was then arrested from a five-star hotel in Mumbai on Tuesday. Aslam allegedly told the police that the drug trade kingpin was a man named Kailash Rajput, who operated out of Dubai. “Aslam said he had earlier worked with a cargo company in Dubai. He left the job and moved to Mumbai. Some of his friends were common friends with Rajput. That’s how these two became friends,” said Mr. Yadav. Aslam revealed that he became Rajput’s aide in India after he opened a restaurant in Goa and got in touch with several drug traffickers. “He supplied drugs to France, Germany, UK, Spain and US on directions from Rajput,” said the officer.



Staff Reporter New Delhi



Two men were arrested on Wednesday for allegedly killing a 21-year-old caretaker of a public toilet a day earlier after he objected to the accused doing drugs outside the facility located near Nangloi railway station.



Weapon recovered The police also recovered the murder weapon and blood-stained clothes from Sonu alias Aakash alias Babu (24) and Sahil alias Azharuddin alias Chanu (23), which they were allegedly wearing at the time of their arrest. The accused told the police that they had frequent arguments with Rahul and his mother Shyamlata over



doing drugs around the toilet premises. “They said they attacked him in order to teach them a lesson,” said a senior police officer. Ms. Shyamlata had told the police about the accused, who were nabbed from Sultanpur Majra after a brief chase. The police said that Sonu and Sahil were drug addicts and picked pockets in order to feed their habit. Around 5 p.m. on Tuesday, Rahul, a resident of Mundka’s Valmiki Mohalla, told the duo not to do drugs as women and children also used the public facility. “They got into an argument and the accused left. However, they returned with a knife and killed Rahul,” said the officer.



New Delhi



Two minors slipped and drowned in the Yamuna on Wednesday in north Delhi’s Burari. The police said Himanshu Bisht (14) and Maneet (13) had gone to take a dip around 6 a.m. The victims, Pradhan Enclave residents and government school students, were accompanied by their friends Saurabh and Shubham to the river, located nearly 3 km from their residence. The police said Himanshu and Maneet went inside the river while the others stayed out.



Unconscious “Himanshu slipped. Maneet tried to save him but both of them drowned. Saurabh and Shubham immediately returned home. Their family called up the police,” said an officer, adding that divers were deployed. Himanshu and Maneet were rescued in an unconscious state. They were rushed to a hospital, where they were declared dead. Stating that they had been warned against going to the river, their families told the police that the boys had gone to the river without informing them.



Timely surgery helps 4-year-old walk again He suffered from craniovertebral junction disorder Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



A four-year-old boy, who was bed-ridden due to a spinal cord disorder, has started to walk on his own after a complex decompression and fusion surgery at a city hospital. Laksh Gupta (name changed) suffered from craniovertebral junction (CVJ) disorder, a complex disorder where the skull and upper cervical spine join together. These abnormalities can often prove to be life threatening as nerves inside the spinal cord leading to the brain as well as the brain stem get damaged or squeezed. “When Laksh was brought to the hospital last



year he was totally bed-ridden. The young boy was a complex case of congenital CVJ disorder and his condition was deteriorating,’’ said Dr. Satnam Singh Chhabra, the Head of Neurosurgery department at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, who treated the child.



Fusion surgery Laksh was unable to move or lift his legs and often complained of stiffness in neck, heaviness of the head and respiratory problems. A complex decompression and fusion surgery, wherein screws and rods are placed in the affected bones along with bone graft, was the last resort for his recovery. “Though he was way too



young to be operated for such a complex surgery, it was the only hope for survival of such advanced cases,” said Dr Chhabra. Post surgery, Laksh was shifted to ICU for a few days till his condition stabilised. Today, after almost a year of his surgery, Laksh has not just recovered well, but is also able to walk around without any help/support, and is leading a normal life. CVJ disorders are very common in India. The CVJ region consists of the occipital bone that forms the base of the skull and first two bones of the spine — atlas and axis — which are in neck. The most common forms of CVJ disorders are congenital (birth defects). B ND-ND
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The dream run continues! Veteran actor Dharmendra says he still has some surprises up his sleeve



On Delhi’s weather Responding to a query on film shoots getting postponed because of scorching heat, Dharmendra says: “I did Ghulami in the scorching heat of Rajasthan where I rode horses. If we think about weather, we would never be able to work. I know there are many dramebaaz in our industry but my attitude is like, okay let us do the job.”



madhur tankha



Experience European cinema Estonian film Cherry Tobacco will be the first film to be screened when the European Union Film Festival (EUFF) premieres at Siri Fort Auditorium in Delhi on June 9. In its 22nd edition this year, the film festival features 22 latest as well as award winning films from Austria, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Spain and Sweden. Films from varied genres ranging from comedy and family drama to romance and adventure will be screened this year. Speaking about the film festival, Tomasz Kozlowski, Ambassador of the European Union, said: “To connect across geographies and cultures with ordinary people in extraordinary situations, and to realise that in some way we are all one family has been the exhilarating effect of all great art and film is no exception. This film festival endeavours to bring this experience to Indian audiences through recent award winning European movies.” Estonian film directors Katrin Maimik and Andres Maimik will conduct a masterclass in Delhi on June 10 on direction, screen writing and film making. The festival will travel to Pune, Mumbai, Goa, Kolkata, Ranchi, Coimbatore and Puducherry.



Even after completing nearly 60 years in film industry, Dharmendra still feels like he is being tested all over again when the camera starts rolling. He is determined to live up to the expectations of his loyal fans who still latch on to every word, act of comedy and charisma that the ageing superstar exudes. “Even today while shooting on the sets, I feel like I am a newcomer,” says the octogenarian, who only a few hours ago wrapped up shooting of an Indo-Australian project in which he rubbed shoulders with actors of his grandson’s age. “The day I start saying that I have achieved everything in life I would cease to exist. I want to see myself working hard and finishing a number of projects. And I am excited to learn new things in the process. I believe in having a healthy body and agile mind.” A couple of years ago he had stated that he wanted to outdo his films of 1970s and 1980s “Well, I have been working on those lines. I gave you Apne . Have you watched it?” he asks. When one nods, he says: “It was a good film. Very interesting with a touching theme. Then I thought I should make everyone laugh. So we came with Yamla Pagla Deewana. It was a big hit. The second part was a flop; so now we will be giving you the best of



day I start < > The saying that I have achieved everything in life I would cease to exist



great actor and great human being. Everyone goes through ups and downs. He also went through that phase, he wore sadhu’s attire and left the industry. When he came back we again worked together. We were the only two actors in the industry who would perform their own stunts. Both of us refused to take doubles. We used to fight really hard,” he says, clenching his massive fist like a pugilist.



Still packs a punch: Dharmendra promises to return with the third installment of “Yamla Pagla Deewana”



comedy in the third version of this film. I am not playing father this time round. We are playing brothers and it will see all three of us including Sunny and Bobby. We will start the film in AugustSeptember,” he says with a reassuring smirk. Another of his upcoming film will touch an important aspect of his life. “In Garam, I am playing a retired colonel. It is an emotional picture. I will not like to describe it as autobiographical even though it will show glimpses of me in certain



ways like poetry and my film photographs.”



Passion for acting Acting has been a passion while growing up in Punjab till today. “I love camera and people. If you study human psychology, you will realise that everyone likes to be loved and admired. Work is worship for me. I live in farm but think about cinema. I get people to narrate me stories there because I want to touch heart of people. People love me more for my insaniyat . I have not cultiv-



ated it; it is something which comes from inside.” Even though he has been living in Mumbai for over five decades he is close to his roots. “My roots are still in Sahnewal. Whenever I get distracted, the fresh air of my village hits my nostrils and it stops me from doing something which would besmirch my name.” Like Raj Kapoor his family too can also be called the first family of Indian cinema. “Whenever I used to watch Raj Kapoor’s films I always used to think that theirs was



*
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the first family of Hindi films. I was highly impressed by Prithviraj Kapoor in Sikandar . Like his muscular thighs were highlighted in that period film, I also showed mine in Dharam Veer. Next his son Raj Kapoor was launched followed by Shammi and Shashi. So I also harboured ambition that one day I would launch my sons on screen. But you cannot force anyone to become an actor. We can only be a medium but destiny is written by the Almighty. My fan following went to Sunny and



now me and Sunny’s popularity would reach Karan (grandson). The film’s name is Pal Pal Dil Ke Paas ; it was title of song sung by Kishoreda for my film Blackmail .”



Remembering Vinod Khanna Talking about Vinod Khanna, who passed away recently, Dharmendra says, “Vinod was like a younger brother to me. We were together in Mera Gaon Mera Desh . He worked so well that he virtually outclassed me. He was a



Short film The seasoned actor was in Delhi to promote his short film Dream Catcher . For an actor, who is not active on Twitter and Facebook, acting in a short film based on technology seems dichotomous. “It is a short film but the idea is big. First I was not sure then I thought that a short film would create a bigger impact. The advantage of technology is that public can do things quickly. But it is now being misused. Innocent souls, children are going away from parents. If not used in a positive way, technology can spoil our sabhyata (culture). So in this short film, I will convey my misgivings.” Sharing his experience of working in the film, directed by Santoshh Shivamm, he says: “I am playing a Hindustani father, whose daughter (Pooja Priyanka) has fallen for an Australian (Travis Jeffery). So I try to inject Indian values in him,” smiles Dharmendra.



A girl with a view



SHORT TAKE Shraddha wraps up ‘Haseena Parkar’ Shraddha Kapoor, who will be next seen playing the lead role in Apoorva Lakhia’s film Haseena Parkar , based on the life of Dawood Ibrahim’s sister Haseena Parkar, is shooting for the last schedule of the film in Pune. As part of Shraddha’s finishing portions, she shot for a court sequence at Deccan College and a theatre in the vicinity that were cordoned off for the shoot in Pune. The college has been converted into a court for the shoot. Incidentally, Pune is familiar territory to Shraddha who used to visit the city to spend time with her maternal grandparents during childhood. Directed by Apoorva Lakhia, Haseena Parkar stars Shraddha’s brother Siddhanth Kapoor as Dawood Ibrahim.



Kalki Koechlin says she is happy to be in a profession where she is allowed to be a rebel atif khan



“Your films are not you,” says Kalki Koechlin describing her character of a boldly flirtatious woman who manipulates as she waits for an audience interaction at the screening of her recently released A Death in the Gunj at the recently concluded Habitat Film Festival. Kalki has gradually evolved into a versatile actor who not only knows her worth as an actor, but also has a deep understanding of the changes in the industry around her. “I am glad that I have been offered different roles and have not been typecast. Here, I had to work on my voice, be more still as I am more of a jaunty person like Aditi from Yeh Jawani Hai Deewani while Mimi is very poised and manipulative which took a lot of practice. Also, I had to learn a little bit of Bangla, which was very difficult when it comes to accent but it is part of actor’s life to keep learning,” she reflects. She revealed that Konkona Sen Sharma was not sure of her playing an older character as she looks young because of which she



had to give audition twice. “It was tough,” she sighs.



Patience pays Like the story of her other film Mantra which received mixed reviews, she suggests, the real life too demands a lot of effort in keeping everything right but underneath that everything keeps crumbling. “Everything is falling apart. People are not ready to communicate to their family members, how can you expect countries to have friendly relations?” remarks Kalki. “The younger generation is exposed to different ways of expressing but the older ones are keeping things inside. Communication is necessary but that happens with time. Patience is what these times require.” She plays the rebellious character of the daughter of a rich businessman who wants to live life outside his father's house in the Rajat Kapoor-starrer, something she doesn’t relate to any longer. “Today, I am not that rebellious girl who was angry with everything when my parents were in the midst of divorce process. I am much calmer but I rebel in a



different way — through my writing, my art and my acting. I am happy that I am in a profession where I am allowed to be a rebel,” reflects the 33-year-old actor. Going by her love for the digital medium, recently, she shot for a web series called Smoke directed by Ayush Raina, who has previously made shows for MTV. “I play a Portuguese Goan DJ in the crime thriller which is based on Goan mafia where Russians, Israelis and Indians are fighting for domination. It was something different and that attracted me,” says the actor. She also travelled to the North Eastern states on a bike which she says gave her opportunity to know her dad who travelled with her for a television show. “We have not spent that kind of time together for the last ten years and that gave me time to strengthen our bond as father and daughter. We drunk together the rice wine, stayed in cheap accommodations and rode bikes together. I got to know that the only thing he hates about me is I earn my own money and he is no longer



responsible for me,” laughs Kalki. Doing theatre is her passion which increases manyfold when she does it for Rajat Kapoor for whom she keeps travelling to different parts of the world for exploiting what she terms “Rajat’s obsession for Bard.” She asserts that there is lesser financial viability for original writing in theatre these days though she keeps writing and recently travelled with her own play called The Living Room . “Who is going to give more than six months of one’s life writing a play for which one is not getting paid? Some are doing it like Manav Kaul but adapting is what most people do, as starting from scratch is really very hard,” observes Kalki. She keeps experimenting with different medium and short films like her Naked allows her to question social taboos and stereotypes. “Naked is a relevant film which depicts the other side of social media and connotes that though we are using it, we still do not know how to use it properly as it is still evolving. But through it, you



All for originality: Kalki Koechlin says you are what you post on the Internet



are no longer dependent on the larger system and freely express your views. Like I always say, you are what you post on the Internet,” remarks the actor. Known for her stand on women issues, she laments on the cases where women have accused men for false reasons and



taken a soft corner in the garb of gender. “Any rebellion will come with negative sides to it and there will be people who will take advantage of it. Women were subjected to a lot more injustice than some men are facing which makes the present scenario fair enough. But
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still, feminism is not about women getting more than men but it is about equality and it is similar to those minorities like African Americans and lower caste people in our country who want to exert their identities amidst the inequality,” sums up Kalki.



WHAT’S COOKING



BARBEQUE NATION



TAJ MAHAL HOTEL



KOPPER KADAI



CAFE DELHI HEIGHTS



OLIVE QUTUB



Royal Rajasthan



Dragon Boat Festival



Kukkad On Plate



Mangolicious



Summer On A Plate



Barbeque Nation is holding a festival presenting the culinary heritage of Rajputana. The menu includes shikari tangri, Rajasthani seekh kabab, Ramgarhiya macchi, laal maas, chake ke pasandi, ananas anjeer ke soole, gola kachori and makai ka raab, mangodi kadhi, Jaipuri palak chole, sabj panch mahal and sev tamatar ka pulao. Venue: CP, Noida, Vasant Kunj and other outlets Time: 7 p.m. to 10.30 p.m.



The Taj Mahal Hotel’s House of Ming is holding the Dragon Boat Festival. The menu menu inspired by the cuisine from China’s Zhou and Wu dynasties includes delicacies such as zongzi, steamed scallops and tofu in black bean sauce, eggplant in yu xian sauce and wok tossed sliced tenderloin with Pak choy. Venue: No. 1, Mansingh Road, New Delhi Time: 12.30 p.m.-3 p.m. and 7.30 p.m.-11.30 p.m.



This summer Kopper Kadai is making it special by offering kukkad on plate (non vegetarian) and chilled beer. The delights include kiari kabab, murg korma kabab, kabab e istree, Patiala fried chicken, cooker mei kukkad, gobhi chicken musallam, khasta chicken, marvari machi tikka, beyti seekh among others. Venue: B.K. Dutta Market, Rajouri Garden Time: 12 noon to 11 p.m.



Cafe Delhi Heights is holding the great Indian mango festival. The menu offers from scrumptious waffles and crepes to delectable salads like pretty mango stuff, deewana e aam to exotic desserts like mango cheese cake and mango cardamom brulee. Venue: Vasant Kunj, R.K. Puram, Gurgaon and Noida outlets Time: 10.30 a.m. to midnight



Olive Qutub presents Summer on a Plate which includes dishes like chilled green gazpacho, salad of melon and chicories, tiradito of yellow fin tuna, millet risotto with seasonal wild mushrooms, poached John Dory, blue chip salmon, sous-vide tiger prawn tail, seafood pizzoccheri and Belgian pork belly. Venue: Kalkadass Marg, Mehrauli, New Delhi Time: 12 noon-3.30 p.m. and 7.30 p.m.-midnight
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