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―PUTTING CHRIST FIRST‖ An Overview of Colossians 3 – 4 Dr. Jim Cecy



Introduction: Christ’s place in history... Christ’s place in my history... Colossians 1:18 ―(Jesus Christ) is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.‖ There is perhaps no grander theme than the lordship of Jesus Christ Colossians 1-2 = Theological



Colossians 3-4 = Practical



If Jesus Christ is the exalted Son of God (and He is) and if we believers are exalted with Him (and we are), how then shall we live?



I. PUTTING CHRIST FIRST — IN OUR LIVES (Colossians 3:1-17) Colossians 3: 1-17 ―Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory. Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. For it is because of these things that the wrath of God will come upon the sons of disobedience, and in them you also once walked, when you were living in them. But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him— a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all. So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.‖ Taking Spiritual Inventory of My Life I am a disciple of Jesus Christ. • Am I continually seeking and thinking about things of God? (Colossians 3:1-4) • Am I putting to death immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire and greed which amounts to idolatry? (Colossians 3:5-7) • Am I putting aside anger, wrath, malice, slander and abusive speech? (Colossians 3:8-11) • Am I stopping the habit of lying to others? (Colossians 3:9-11) • Am I putting on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience? (Colossians 3:12) • Am I bearing with others? (Colossians 3:13) • Am I forgiving others? (Colossians 3:13) • Am I putting on love which unifies? (Colossians 3:14) • Am I letting the peace of Christ rule in me? (Colossians 3:15) • Am I being continuously thankful? (Colossians 3:15) • Am I letting God's Word dwell in me richly? (Colossians 3:16) • Am I teaching and admonishing others? (Colossians 3:16) • Am I putting Christ first in everything I do and say? (Colossians 3:17) Colossians 3:17 "...whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father."
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II. PUTTING CHRIST FIRST — IN OUR HOMES (Colossians 3:18-21) Colossians 3:18-21 ―Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them. Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.‖ • Regarding Wives Putting Christ First (Colossians 3:18) • Regarding Husbands Putting Christ First (Colossians 3:19) • Regarding Children Putting Christ First (Colossians 3:20) • Regarding Fathers Putting Christ First (Colossians 3:21)



III. PUTTING CHRIST FIRST — IN OUR JOBS (Colossians 3:22-4:1) Colossians 3:22 – 4:1 ―Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external service, as those who merely please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong which he has done, and that without partiality. Masters, grant to your slaves justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven.‖ • Regarding Employees Putting Christ First (Colossians 3:22-25 + God Expects Sincere Obedience From Workers (Colossians 3:22) + God Expects Hard Work from Workers (Colossians 3:23) It is the Lord who rewards (Colossians 3:24) It is the Lord we serve (Colossians 3:24) It is the Lord who judges (Colossians 3:25) • Regarding Employers (Colossians 4:1)



IV. PUTTING CHRIST FIRST — IN OUR WORSHIP (Colossians 4:2-4) Colossians 4:2-4 ―Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak.‖



V. PUTTING CHRIST FIRST — IN OUR CONDUCT TOWARD UNBELIEVERS (Colossians 4:5) Colossians 4:5 "Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity."



VI. PUTTING CHRIST FIRST — IN OUR SPEECH (Colossians 4:6) Colossians 4:6 ―Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to each person.‖ Our speech is to be "sweetened with grace" — overflowing with the abundance of God's grace as an undeserved gift toward others. Our speech is to be "seasoned with salt" — serving as a preservative against those who would oppose God's righteousness and a healing medicine for those who have been wounded by man's unrighteousness. Concluding Challenge: Colossians 1:10 ―...bearing fruit in every good work‖ Colossians 2:7 speaks us being ―...firmly rooted‖ and therefore ―overflowing‖ with the abundant fruit of gratitude. ―PUTTING CHRIST FIRST . . . IN EVERYTHING!‖ © 2012 Dr. James M. Cecy, Campus Bible Church, Fresno, CA. 93726 www.campusbiblechurch.com
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Prayer Requests:



Growth  Group  Homework For  the  week  of  September  23,  2012



ð



SERMON  SERIES:  COLOSSIANS     Message  Title:  “Putting  Christ  First”    



ð



   



                             



                      Dr.  Jim  Cecy                                                      September  23  ,  2012  



In  our  study  of  Colossians  up  until  now,  we  learned  how  a   number  of  ancient  heresies  and  worldly  philosophies   threatened  the  health  of  the  Colossian  church  and  how  the   same  false  teachings  infiltrate  churches  today.         We  also  learned  that  the  central  theme  of  Paul’s  letter  is  that   Christ  should  have  “first  place  in  everything”  (1:18).  The   preeminence  of  Christ  is  the  north  star  of  the  epistle,  guiding   believers  through  every  false  teaching.     But  what  does  it  look  like  in  real  life  for  Christ  to  have  first   place  in  everything?    That  is  the  subject  of  the  second  half  of   Paul’s  letter.         In  this  week’s  message,  Pastor  Jim  gave  an  overview  of   Colossians  3-‐4.    Spend  some  time  reading  through  those   chapters  and  answering  the  questions  below.    



ð ð ð



1. Putting  Christ  first  in  our  lives.    (Read  3:1-‐17)  



For  more  information  about  the  Growth  Group  ministry  @  Campus,   Visit  www.campusbiblechurch.com/growthgroups or  contact  Pastor  Kenton  Rahn  –  [email protected].       Sunday  Messages  and  Notes:   Find  at:  www.campusbiblechurch.com/messages   Weekly  Growth  Group  Homework:     Find  at:  www.campusbiblechurch.com/homework   Campus  Bible  Church  Podcast:   Search  iTunes  podcasts:  Campus  Bible  Church Campus  Bible  Church  |    4710  N.  Maple  Ave.  |    Fresno,  CA    93726  |    Office:  559.291.9116  



Look  at  the  Spiritual  Inventory  list  in  your  sermon  notes.     Identify  one  or  two  areas  where  you  feel  you  are  growing   spiritually  and  doing  well.    Identify  one  or  two  areas  you   need  to  work  on.  



2. Putting  Christ  first  in  our  homes.    (Read  3:18-‐21)     • Women:  How  would  you  describe  your  attitude   when  it  comes  to  submitting  to  your  husband?    (If   single,  share  your  thoughts  in  general.)         • Men:  Do  you  think  you  come  across  as  “harsh”  to   your  wife  or  children?    How  do  you  think  they   perceive  you?    (If  single,  share  your  thoughts  in   general.)         • Children:  Why  do  you  think  it’s  important  to  obey   your  parents?           3. Putting  Christ  first  in  our  jobs.    (Read  3:22-‐4:1)   What  does  it  mean  for  Christ  to  be  preeminent  in  your  job?     What  are  some  of  the  red  flags  that  warn  you  when  you  lose   focus  on  Christ  at  work?                      



4. Putting  Christ  first  in  our  worship.  (Read  4:2-‐4) Prayer  is  a  good  barometer  for  measuring  our  spiritual   health.    In  these  verses,  what  does  Paul  suggest  we  should   pray  for?    How’s  your  prayer  life  right  now?  



5. Putting  Christ  first  in  our  conduct  toward  unbelievers.     (Read  4:5)     Do  you  go  through  the  day  looking  for  opportunities  to   witness  to  non-‐Christians  that  God  puts  in  your  path?    Why   or  why  not?                   6. Putting  Christ  first  in  our  speech.    (Read  4:6) Our  tongues  need  constant  monitoring  (James  3:7-‐8).    Has   your  speech  been  “sweetened  with  grace”  and  “seasoned   with  salt”  lately?    Please  explain.  
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Sep 23, 2012 - Colossians 3: 1-17 â€•Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our ... 
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