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UNTIL HE COMES COMMENTARY ON BOOK OF 1 THESSALONIANS Church planters encourage growing discip les to endure persecution and walk worthy of their calling in anticipation of the Lord’s return.



Paul Apple (revised April 2004) For each section: - Thesis statement - Analytical outline - Devotional questions - Representative quotations



… to focus on the big idea … to guide the understanding … to encourage life application … to stimulate deeper insight



1 Thessalonians 3:13 “so that He may establish your hearts unblamable in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.”



This data file is the sole property of the author Paul Apple. However, permission is granted for others to use and distribute these materials for the edification of others under two simple conditions: 1) The contents must be faithfully represented including credit to the author where appropriate. 2) The materia l must be distributed freely without any financial remuneration. This data file may not be copied for resale or incorporated in any commercial publications, recordings, broadcasts, performances, displays or other products offered for sale, without the written permission of Paul Apple. Requests for permission should be made in writing and addressed to: Paul Apple, 304 N. Beechwood Ave., Baltimore MD 21228. [email protected]
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BACKGROUND NOTES Malick: THE MISSIONARY TEAM OF PAUL, SILVANUS, AND TIMOTHY URGE THE THESSALONIANS ON THE BASIS OF THEIR FORMER WALK OF FAITH, AND GOD'S FAITHFULNESS TO THEM TO ENDURE PERSECUTION WITH A VITAL LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER AND FOR GOD I. Introduction: Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy open their letter to the Thessalonians affirming their position in God, and praying for God's grace and peace in their lives 1:1 II. The Past Work of Faith*Encouragement in their Faith: Paul reminds the Thessalonians of their walk of faith with God and his ministry with them in order to defend the Gospel he taught them and in order to encourage them to persevere despite persecution 1:2--3:13 III. The Present*Exhortations to Live Their Faith: The missionary team exhorts the Thessalonians to exceed in their sanctification, have a patient hope for the future, remain spiritually alert, honor their leaders, and to keep a vital walk with God knowing that God will enable them 4:1--5:24 IV. Conclusion: The missionary team, and especially Paul, close their letter by requesting prayer, urging personal expressions of unity, exhorting the Thessalonians to read this letter to all the brethren, and praying that they would experience God's grace 5:25-28 Stedman: The first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians is also the first letter the apostle wrote. It was written to a struggling, yet vigorous church that was only a few months old, made up of Christians who had just come to Christ under Paul's ministry. This is a delightfully revealing letter, showing the heart of the apostle toward these new Christians, and also showing the struggles that were present in the early church. We sometimes get very distorted conceptions of these early Christians; there's a tendency to regard them as always triumphant, always waging the battle with vigor, and always winning great victories in Christ's name. But they also had very severe problems, some of which are reflected in this letter. It was written about 50 A.D., and may well be the first part of our New Testament to be written. Most scholars feel that the gospels were written about this same time or shortly afterward, though some hold that the gospel of Matthew, and perhaps of Mark, appeared about 43 or 45 A.D. At any rate, this letter is at least one of the earliest Christian writings. The account of Paul's founding of this church is recorded in the seventeenth chapter of Acts. After he and Silas were thrown into prison in Philippi because of their preaching of the Gospel, an earthquake shook down the prison doors and freed the prisoners. Paul was then freed by the Roman magistrates, and he left Philippi and went to Thessalonica. Many of the places where Paul preached have crumbled into ruin, but Thessalonica is



still a thriving, bustling metropolis. It was then the capital of Macedonia, but it is now in Greece proper, and is called Thessalonike. From the account in Acts, we learn that Paul had only been there about three weeks when persecution began and he had to leave the city for his own safety. He went down to Athens and from there he sent Timothy back to Thessalonica to see how these Christians were doing. He was very disturbed about them; he felt that perhaps the persecution they were undergoing would drive them from their faith. He went on to Corinth where he founded a church after several months of difficult labor. After some time, Timothy returned to him at Corinth, bringing word of how the Thessalonians were doing, and of some of the problems they were facing. As we read this little letter through, we can recognize them as the kind of problems that we also face. For one thing, wherever the Apostle Paul went, he was hounded by a group of Jews who spread the rumor that because he was not one of the original twelve, he was not a genuine apostle. This was not only a problem for Paul, but also for the Thessalonians. Furthermore, the pagans of Thessalonica were severely persecuting the Christians -threatening them, and taking away their property -- so these early Christians, perhaps only three or four weeks old in the Lord, were called upon to endure hard things for the cause of Christ. In that city, as in all the Greek cities, sexual promiscuity was common -- was even regarded as a religious right -- and to live a life of chastity was to be regarded as a freak. Therefore, as is the case today, there was great pressure upon these new Christians to fall into line with the common sex practices of their day. Then the major problem of this church was that the second coming of Jesus Christ was greatly misunderstood. The apostle had evidently told them something, but they were confused about this, which produced another grave problem. Some of them were expecting Christ to come back so imminently that they had actually stopped working and were waiting for him to come. Since they weren't earning a living, somebody had to take care of them, and they were leeches on the rest of the congregation. Also, there were tensions developing between the congregation and the church leaders which needed some admonition to settle, and finally, there were those who were somewhat indifferent to the Holy Spirit's work among them, and to the truth of God as it was being proclaimed in the Scriptures. Do those problems sound familiar? We can consider ourselves in very similar circumstances as this church at Thessalonica. The letter itself divides simply into two major divisions. In the first three chapters the apostle is just unloading his heart to them concerning his relationship to them, and this is followed by a very practical section with advice on how to behave in the midst of the pressures in which we live.



Keathley: Thessalonica was originally named Therma because of the many hot springs in the surrounding area, but in 315 B.C. it was renamed Thessalonica after the half sister of Alexander the Great. It later became known as Salonika and today it is called Thessaloniki. It is one of the few cities that still exists today from New Testament times and has a booming population of 300,000. The city was conquered by Rome in 168 B.C., and was made the capitol of the entire providence of Macedonia. When Paul made his journey to the city, it boasted a population of 200,000 consisting mostly of Greeks though there was a large Roman population with a strong Jewish minority. Its location also contributed to its importance. It was probably the greatest of the cities along the entire Egnatian Road, a great military highway which connected Rome with the East and which ran through Macedonia and parallel to the Aegean Sea. It had a sheltered harbor which was made into a naval station and equipped with docks by the Romans. Its midway position between the Adriatic and the Hellespont makes it even today a natural outlet for traffic from all points. This commercial activity had two important results. First, it made Thessalonica a wealthy city. Well- to-do Romans settled there and Jewish merchants were attracted by the commercial advantages of the city (see Acts 17:4). However, the majority of people made their living by manual labor. Macedonian wo men, though, enjoyed a higher social position and greater privileges than elsewhere in the civilized world. Second, it brought Thessalonica a reputation for evil and licentiousness. The strange mixtures of a seaport city and the rites of the worship of the Cabiri cult caused the Apostle to make a special exhortation for holy living (1 Thess. 4:1-8). Thessalonica was a free city and enjoyed the autonomy of self- government in all its internal affairs. Although it was the residence of the provincial governor, he exercised no civil authority because the city was ruled by politarchs (cf. Luke’s accurate reporting in Acts 16:6). This political privilege was jealously guarded by the people who were extremely sensitive about anything that might result in imperial disfavor. It was because of this that the charge framed against Paul and his companions was one of treason and this was the most dangerous charge that could have been leveled against them in a city like Thessalonica (Acts 17:7). Today, “it is an important industrial and commercial city in modern Greece and is second to Athens in population. It served as a important Allied base during World War I. In World War II it was captured by the German army, and the Jewish population of about 60,000 persons was deported and exterminated.” . . . The Occasion for the Epistle From Timothy’s report and perhaps also as the result of a letter brought to him from the Thessalonian church, Paul learned about the situation and the needs of the believers at Thessalonica. He learned first of all about the spiritual stamina of the Thessalonian converts in the face of fierce persecution and opposition (1:6; 3:6-10). But he also learned the disturbing news of how the Jews had slandered him accusing him of



teaching error and of false motives. The nature of their slander has been accurately captured by Frame: Among other things, the Jews had asserted (I Thess. 2:1-12) that in general Paul’s religious appeal arose in error, meaning that his gospel was not a divine reality but a human delusion; that it arose in impurity, hinting that the enthusiastic gospel of the Spirit led him into immorality; and that it was influenced by sinister motives, implying that Paul, like the pagan itinerant impostors of religious or philosophical cults … was working solely for his own selfish advantage. Furthermore and specifically the Jews had alleged that Paul, when he was in Thessalonica, had fallen into cajoling address, had indulged in false pretenses to cover his greed, and had demanded honour from the converts, as was his wont, using his position as an apostle of Christ to tax his credulous hearers. Finally, in proof of their assertions, they pointed to the unquestioned fact that Paul had not returned, the inference being that he did not care for his converts and that he had no intention of returning. The fact that Paul found it expedient to devote three chapters of his first letter to a defense against these attacks is evidence suspicion of some of the converts was aroused and that the danger of their being beguiled away from the faith was imminent.6 There was also the report about the confusion that existed on the part of some regarding the return of the Lord and the Day of the Lord. Some wondered how the return of the Lord might affect one or more of the converts who had since died (4:13-18). Due to the intensity of the persecutions, it appears some thought that “the Day of the Lord” had arrived so this issue also had to be addressed (5:1-15). Finally, Paul learned of certain weaknesses in the church that needed to be dealt with. They were under pressure to return to their former lifestyles (3:2-3; 4:1-10), some members were not working in view of the imminency of the return of the Lord (4:11-12; 2 Thess. 3:6ff.), some were not showing the respect that was needed for their leaders, and there was confusion in regard to the public gatherings together (5:19-21). The Purpose and Theme of the Epistle The purpose and burden of the Apostle in writing to the Thessalonians can be summarized as follows: 1. To express his thankfulness for what God was doing in the lives of the Thessalonians (1:2-3), 2. To defend himself against a campaign to slander his ministry (2:1-12), 3. To encourage them to stand fast against persecution and pressure to revert to their former pagan life-styles (3:2-3; 4:1-12), 4. To answer a doctrinal question pertaining to the fate of Christians who had died (4:113), 5. To answer questions regarding the “Day of the Lord” (5:1-11), 6. And to deal with certain problems that had developed in their corporate life as a church (5:12-13; 19-20). In the midst of all of this, two major themes arise in the study and reading of 1 and 2 Thessalonians:



The first theme is the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is a subject found at the close of every chapter. Concerning Christ’s return there is a two- fold emphasis of both a confident expectation along with the call to live in readiness in the light of His imminent coming. The second theme revolves around the ministry of the local church and its life in the world. In this the Apostle balances the prophetic with the practical. As in other places, the doctrine of the return of Christ for the church is a truth that should transform how we live as individuals and as a corporate body of God’s people. . . Outline Analysis The outline that follows is derived from 1:3 and three very significant phrases as stressed in the Greek text, “the work of faith,” “the labor of love,” and “the endurance of hope.”9 This can be summarized as: The past: the work of faith (1:1–3:13); The present: the labor of love (4:1-4:12); The prospective: the endurance of hope (4:13– 5:28). While this exact outline will not be followed in the exposition, it is offered as an alternative overview of the book. I. The past: the work of faith (1:1–3:13) A. The commendation of the Thessalonians (1:1-10) 1. The evaluation of Paul (1:1-4) 2. The evidence of life (1:5-7) 3. The explanation of the evidence (1:8-10) B. The conduct of the Apostle and his co-workers (2:1-12) 1. Their witness (2:1-2) 2. Their word (2:3-7a) 3. Their walk (2:7b-12) C. The conduct of the Thessalonians (2:13-16) 1. Their reception of the word (2:13) 2. Their response to the word (2:14) 3. The rejection of the word (2:15-16) D. The concern of the Apostle (2:17-20) 1. His heart for the Thessalonians (2:17) 2. His hindrance by Satan (2:18) 3. His hope in the Thessalonians (2:19-20) E. The confirmation of the Thessalonians (3:1-10) 1. The sending of Timothy (3:1-5) 2. The report of Timothy (3:6-10) F. The concluding prayer (3:11-13)



1. The prayer that he might return to the Thessalonians (3:11) 2. The prayer that the Thessalonians might grow in love (3:12) 3. The prayer that their hearts might be established in holiness (3:13) II. The present: the labor of love (4:1-12) A. Their love for God expressed in sanctified living (4:1-8) B. Their love for the brethren, an expression of being God taught (4:9-10) C. Their love for the lost expressed in godly living (4:11-12) III. The prospective: the endurance of hope (4:13–5:28) A. Concerning the day of Christ: the comfort of His coming (4:1318) 1. The resurrection of sleeping saints (4:13-16) 2. The rapture of living saints (4:17-18) B. Concerning the day of the Lord (5:1-11) 1. The coming of the day of the Lord (5:1 -5) 2. The conduct of Christians (5:6 -10) 3. The conclusion (5:11) C. Concerning deportment in the congregation (5:12-28) 1. The concluding prescription (5:12-22) 2. The concluding petition (5:23-24) 3. The concluding postscript (5:25-28) Wil Pounds: The beginning of the church at Thessalonica is found in Acts 16:6-10; 17:1-10. It was in Macedonia, the kingdom of Alexander the Great, that Paul landed. The city stood on the Thermaic Gulf with its hot springs, and famous harbor. Xerxes, the Persian, had his naval base there when he invaded Europe. In Roman times it was one of the world's great dockyards. In 315 B.C. Cassander had rebuilt the city and renamed it Thessalonica, the name of his wife, who was a daughter of Philip of Macedon and a half-sister of Alexander the Great. It was a free city. It had its own popular assembly and its own magistrates. Its population was around 200,000. Today Thessalonica is called Salonika with 70,000 inhabitants. The city straddled the Via Egnatia, the Egnatian Road, running East and West. Its main street was part of the very road which linked Rome with the East. East and West



converged on Thessalonica; it was said to be "in the lap of the Roman Empire." Trade poured into her from East and West. If Christianity settled in Thessalonica it was bound to spread East along the Egnatian Road until all Asia was conquered and West until it stormed even the city of Rome. When Paul arrived in Thessalonica (Acts 17:1-10) he preached in the Jewish synagogue for three Sabbaths (v. 2). He had such success that the Jews raised so much trouble that he had to be smuggled out of the city and sent to Beroea (17:10-12). Paul left Timothy and Silas behind in his escape. Paul had been in Thessalonica only three weeks. Paul was anxious to hear what was going on in Thessalonica. Paul was in Corinth when Timothy and Silas arrived from Thessalonica (I Thess. 3:6; Acts 18:5). They had brought abundant supplies from the Macedonian churches to meet Paul's needs (II Cor. 11:9), as the church in Philippi did once and again while Paul was in Thessalonica (Phil. 4:15f). "Timothy and Silas brought news of serious trouble in the church in Thessalonica. Some of the disciples there had misunderstood Paul's preaching about the second coming of Christ and had quit work and were making a decided disturbance on the subject" (A. T. Robertson). Paul was against date setting, even though he believed in the imminent return of Christ. AUTHOR: The Apostle Paul (1:1; 2:18). It is typical Pauline in structure, vocabulary, phraseology and character. COMPANIONS OF PAUL: Silas (Silvanus), was a Jew (Acts 16:20), leader of the brethren in Jerusalem (15:22, 32, 40; I Pet. 5:12). Timothy was a younger man, a son of a Jewish Christian mother and a Gentile father (Acts. 16:1). DATE: A.D. 50 to 51 from Corinth. This is probably the first of Paul's writings that has come down to us, and it may be the first New Testament book with the possible exception of the Gospel of Mark or the Epistle of James. PURPOSE: Paul writes both of the Thessalonian Epistles to correct gross misapprehension and misrepresentation of his preaching about last things (eschatology). Silas and Timothy have returned from Thessalonica with news of some problems that needed urgent attention. THEME: The return of Jesus Christ. In I Thessalonians every chapter ends with a reference to the second coming (1:10; 2:19-20; 3:11-13; 4:13-18; 5:23, 24). KEY VERSE: 5:23-24 CONCERNS: 1. Some of the believers had stopped working and abandoned their responsibilities to await the Second Coming with a kind of hysterical expectancy. Paul corrects their misconceptions (4:11).



2. They were worried about those who had died and Christ had not returned. Paul gives them courage and hope in their bereavement (4:13-18). 3. There was a tendency to despise authority (5:12-14). 4. These were converted pagans who had come out of heathen vices, and it was easy for them to fall back into immorality (4:3-8). 5. As all ways there was a small group who slandered Paul and said the only reason he preached was to get what he could out of it (2:5, 9). Some accused him of being a dictator (2:6, 7, 11). 6. There was some division in the church (4:9; 5:13). Second Thessalonians was written within a few weeks of the first letter. The second letter was written to clear up a misconception about the Second Coming. There were certain signs that would come before Christ's appearance. The two letters would give balance to the thinking about the Second Coming. SOME KEY WORDS: COMING––Parousia––means "presence" or "arrival" of persons or things (I Cor. 16:17; II Cor. 7:7; Phil. 2:12; II Cor. 10:10). It designated the royal visit of an emperor, king, a governor, ruler or famous person. For such visits special preparations had to be made. Taxes were imposed to present the king with a golden crown. All things must be made ready for the visit of the king. Provinces were dated as a new era of time from the parousia of the emperor. It was common to strike new coins to commemorate the visit of a king. The coming of the king brought a new set of values. The word is used to describe the entrance of a new conquering power and the visitation of a god. The day is coming when the King of Kings will come and reign with all of His gory and power. Preparations must be made (I Thess. 3:13; 5:23; I Jn. 2:28). The same Jesus who ascended to heaven will come again to visit the earth in personal presence (Acts 1:11) at the end of the age (Mat. 24:3) in power of glory (Mat. 24:27) to destroy the antichrist and evil (II Thess. 2:8), to raise the righteous dead (I Cor. 15:23), and to gather the redeemed (Mat. 24:3, 27, 37, 39; Jn. 5:28, 29; I Thess. 2:19; 3:13; 4:15; 5:23; II Thess. 2:1, 8, 9; Jas. 5:7, 8; II Pet. 1:16; 3:4, 12; I Jn. 2:28). Parousia is the time when the Lord shall come out of heaven (I Thess. 4:15; 1:10). At that moment the dead who are believers will rise first, and those who are believers and are alive will be changed and be caught up in the air by Jesus Christ. DAY OF THE LORD –– is an Old Testament expression meaning a day when God will personally intervene and bring salvation and judgment. In the New Testament it is related to the Second Coming of Christ (I Cor. 1:8; 5:5; Phil. 1:6, 10; 2:16; II Thess. 2:2). This is not a twenty- four day, but a period of extended time during which the judgments of the Lord Jesus Christ will take place upon the earth. For the believer it is salvation, for the unbelieving world it is a day of judgment and tribulation. . . © 1998 Wil Pounds E–mail [email protected]



OUTLINE OF 1 THESSALONIANS UNTIL HE COMES CHURCH PLANTERS ENCOURAGE GROWING DISCIPLES TO ENDURE PERSECUTION AND WALK WORTHY OF THEIR CALLING IN ANTICIPATION OF THE LORD’S RETURN (A DISCIPLESHIP MODEL FOR CHURCH PLANTERS) (1:1) OPENING GREETING I. (1:2 – 3:13) CHURCH PLANTERS PRESENT THEMSELVES AS ROLE MODELS IN BOLDLY PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL IN THE FACE OF PERSECUTION AS THEY ENCOURAGE GROWING DISCIPLES TO WALK WORTHY OF THEIR CALLING A. (1:1-10) CHANGED LIVES (THE MARK OF FAITHFUL DISCIPLES) SPUR THANKSGIVING BECAUSE THEY CONFIRM GOD'S ELECTION AND OUR FAITH (:2) INTRODUCTION – THANKSGIVING EXPRESSED IN PRAYER 1. (:3, 9-10) CHANGED LIVES CAN BE IDENTIFIED BY THE FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 2. (:4-5) THE INITIAL CHANGE IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL PROCLAMATION CONFIRMS GOD’S ELECTION 3. (:6-9) THE ONGOING CHANGE IN MODELING THE TRUTH CONFIRMS OUR FAITH B. (2:1-12) SUPERNATURAL BOLDNESS IN PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL REQUIRES PURE MOTIVES AND PROPER CONDUCT (THE MARKS OF SPIRITFILLED CHURCH PLANTERS) 1. (:1-2) SUPERNATURAL BOLDNESS IN PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL CAN BE IDENTIFIED BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE CONTEXT OF PERSECUTION 2. (:3-6) SUPERNATURAL BOLDNESS IN PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL REQUIRES PURE MOTIVES -- CHECKLIST OF PURE MOTIVES



3. (:7-12) PAUL’S PICTURE OF THREE ROLE MODELS THAT ILLUSTRATE PROPER CONDUCT IN THE MINISTRY C. (2:13-16) THE PROPER RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD PRODUCES GODLINESS THAT PROVOKES PERSECUTION 1. (:13-14a) THE PROPER RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD WILL PRODUCE GODLINESS 2. (:14b-15) GODLINESS PROVOKES PERSECUTION IN CONFORMITY TO THE HISTORICAL PATTERN OF THE SUFFERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE (:16) ASIDE ON THE GUILT AND CONDEMNATION OF THE JEWS FOR SUCH INTENSE OPPOSITION TO GOD’S PROGRAM D. (2:17 – 3:13) CHURCH PLANTERS FEEL THE BURDEN OF ENCOURAGING THEIR DISCIPLES TO MATURITY 1. (2:17-20) CHURCH PLANTERS (SPIRITUAL LEADERS) DESIRE TO BE WITH THEIR DISCIPLES 2. (3:1-5) CHURCH PLANTERS SACRIFICE THEIR OWN SECURITY TO ENCOURAGE THEIR DISICIPLES TO PERSEVERE 3. (3:6-8) CHURCH PLANTERS ARE ENCOURAGED BY FAITHFUL DISCIPLES 4. (3:9-13) CHURCH PLANTERS CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THEIR DISCIPLES



II. (4:1 – 5:24) CHURCH PLANTERS CLARIFY SOME QUESTIONS SURROUNDING THE LORD’S RETURN AS THEY OFFER PRACTICAL EXHORTATIONS ON HOW TO WALK IN A MANNER THAT PLEASES GOD A. (4:1-12) GROWING DISCIPLES MUST STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE IN PLEASING GOD 1. (:1-2) OUR PRESENT LEVEL OF OBEDIENCE SHOULD BE THE FOUNDATION FOR STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE IN PLEASING GOD 2. (:3-12) TWO TARGET AREAS (WHERE WE MUST STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE IN PLEASING GOD)



B. (4:13-18) CONVICTION REGARDING GOD'S PROGRAM FOR THE FUTURE GIVES HOPE FOR THE BEREAVED 1. (:13) CONVICTION FREES THE BEREAVED FROM UNMITIGATED GRIEF



2. (:14) CONVICTION FOCUSES ON THE REALITY OF THE RESURRECTION AND RETURN OF CHRIST 3. (:15-17) CONVICTION FEEDS ON A KNOWLEDGE OF ESCHATOLOGY = GOD’S PROGRAM FOR THE FUTURE (:18) CONCLUSION: Ultimately, a Message of Comfort and Encouragement C. (5:1-11) CONVICTION REGARDING GOD'S PROGRAM FOR THE FUTURE KEEPS US SPIRITUALLY ALERT 1. (:1-3) TWO DIFFERENT CONVICTIONS REGARDING GOD’S PROGRAM FOR THE FUTURE (ESPECIALLY: THE COMING OF THE DAY OF THE LORD) 2. (:4-5) TWO DIFFERENT SPHERES OF EXISTENCE 3. (:6-8) TWO DIFFERENT MENTAL STATES 4. (:9-10) TWO DIFFERENT DESTINIES (:11) CONCLUSION TO 4:13 – 5:11 D. (5:12-15) 4 IMPERATIVES FOR MAINTAINING HEALTHY CHURCH RELATIONSHIPS 1. (:12-13a) APPRECIATE YOUR SPIRITUAL LEADERS 2. (:13b) GET ALONG WITH ONE ANOTHER 3. (:14) BUILD ONE ANOTHER UP – BEING SENSITIVE TO INDIVIDUAL NEEDS 4. (:15) LOVE INDISCRIMINATELY E. (5:16-18) 3 PERPETUAL PRACTICES TO ENSURE SPIRITUAL VITALITY 1. REJOICE ALWAYS 2. PRAY WITHOUT CEASING 3. GIVE THANKS IN EVERYTHING F. (5:19-22) PROMOTE THE LIBERTY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WHILE EXERCISING CAREFUL DISCERNMENT 1. (:19-20) PROMOTE THE LIBERTY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 2. (:21-22) WHILE EXERCISING CAREFUL DISCERNMENT



(:23-24) BENEDICTION -- ANTICIPATION OF COMPLETE SANCTIFICATION 1. (:23) DESIRE FOR COMPLETE SANCTIFICATION 2. (:24) ASSURANCE OF COMPLETE SANCTIFICATION



(:25-28) CLOSING REQUESTS 1. (:25) PRAY FOR THE MISSIONARY TEAM AND THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL 2. (:26) MAINTAIN CLOSE FELLOWSHIP (CONTEXT OF LOVE AND HOLINESS) 3. (:27) COMMUNICATE THE TRUTH 4. (:28) GROW IN GRACE



TEXT: 1 THESSALONIANS 1: 1-10 TITLE: COMMENDATION: CHANGED LIVES BIG IDEA: CHANGED LIVES (THE MARK OF FAITHFUL DISCIPLES) SPUR THANKSGIVING BECAUSE THEY CONFIRM GOD'S ELECTION AND OUR FAITH



(:1) GREETING A. Author and Co-Laborers 1. Author – “Paul” 2. Co-Laborers “Silvanus and Timothy” Life Application Commentary: This is a short introduction compared to Paul’s other letters. Here he did not distinguish himself from these co-workers, even though he was an apostle and they were not… This probably indicates that the relationship between Paul and the Thessalonians was strong and that they were not doubting his apostleship. B. Recipients 1. Identified as to their Nature “to the church” 2. Identified as to their Physical Location “of the Thessalonians” 3. Identified as to their Spiritual Location “In God the Father” “and the Lord Jesus Christ ” Ryrie: The oneness of the Father and Son as well as the oneness of believers with the Godhead is affirmed. Stott: Living in, rooted in, drawing their life from … C. Salutation “Grace to you and peace” Ryrie: Peace to us today means the absence of war; but in the Old Testament it meant harmony between man and God and the resultant wholeness and prosperity of the soul. As used here it of course has that Old Testament flavor with the Christian additive that the harmony was made possible through the death of Christ.



(:2) INTRODUCTION – THANKSGIVING EXPRESSED IN PRAYER A. Dominant Tone of Thanksgiving “We give thanks to God always for all of you” B. Persistent Pattern of Prayer “making mention of you in our prayers”



I. (:3, 9-10) CHANGED LIVES CAN BE IDENTIFIED BY THE FRUIT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT (Note the parallelism between vs. 3 and vv. 9-10) A. (:3) Evident to the Missionary Team -- “constantly bearing in mind your . . .” 1. Work of Faith 2. Labor of Love 3. Steadfastness of Hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father Piper: Those are the two kinds of texts you find in the Bible concerning end urance. The one kind assures us that we SHALL endure because we are saved. The other kind urges us to endure so that we will be saved. Endurance is a gift and endurance is a duty. And these are not in conflict. When dealing with a holy and sovereign God these are not contradictions. We MUST endure to the end for he is holy; and we SHALL endure to the end, for he is sovereign. B. (:9-10) Evident to Other Believers -- “For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you . . .” 1. Turned to God from idols 2. To serve a living and true God 3. To wait for His Son from heaven Whom He raised from the dead That is Jesus Who delivers us from the wrath to come Important to nail down what specific reference Paul had in mind here for “the wrath to come” – - some argue that the context speaks to election and spiritual salvation so that the wrath must be the judgmental eternal wrath of God executed in hell (MacArthur) - but the two Thessalonian epistles have a strong emphasis on responding to errors regarding eschatology – so I would favor the interpretation that God has promised the Church that we will be raptured no later than the beginning of the



outpouring of God’s wrath during the prophesied Day of the Lord … which seems to be in the latter part of the second half of Daniel’s 70th week. - or perhaps we should argue for some type of more general usage that includes both of the options above



II. (:4-5) THE INITIAL CHANGE IN RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL PROCLAMATION CONFIRMS GOD’S ELECTION “Knowing . . .” A. The Subjects of Election a. Brethren b. Beloved by God B. The Explanation of Election ("His choice of you") in what sense and on what basis did God choose us? Stott: Here, then, is Paul’s threefold delineation of the church. It is a community beloved and chosen by God in a past eternity, rooted in God and drawing its life from him, and exhibiting this life of God in a faith which works, a love which labors and a hope which endures. What stand’s out of Paul’s vision of the church is its Godcenteredness. He does not think of it as a human institution, but as the divine society. No wonder he could be confident in its stability! C. The 3 Prerequisites for a Positive Response to the Gospel Proclamation Not Just Words – “for our gospel did not come to you in word only” 1. God's Power at work (cf. Rom.1:16-18) “but also in power” 2. God's Holy Spirit at work “and in the Holy Spirit ” 3. "Full conviction" -- 2 possible explanations here: 1) refers to the confidence of the missionary team in their preaching 2) refers to the Thessalonians coming to a full conviction of the truth Transition: The changed lives of the gospel proclaimers are consistent with God's election (their motives, manner of ministry, etc.) “just as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake” Stott: No church can spread the gospel with any degree of integrity, let alone credibility, unless it has been visibly changed by the gospel it preaches. We need to look like what we are talking about. It is not enough to receive the gospel and pass it on; we must embody it in our common life of faith, love, joy, peace, righteousness and hope.



III. (:6-9) THE ONGOING CHANGE IN MODELING THE TRUTH CONFIRMS OUR FAITH A. (:6) Imitating the Right Models (=Discipleship) Requires a Commitment to Truth that Rises Above Circumstances “You also became imitators of us and of the Lord” “having received the Word in much tribulation” “with the joy of the Holy Spirit ” B. (:7-8) The Result of Faithful Imitation will be the Reproduction of True Models that can Impact Others “so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia, For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything.” C. (:9) Our Faith is Confirmed as our Changed Lives are Evident to Others “For they themselves report about us what kind of a reception we had with you”



********** DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS: 1) How could this relatively yo ung group of believers have progressed in the faith so quickly that Paul could commend them so highly? From whatever point I am in my spiritual life, how quickly can I grow if I am truly a disciple of Christ in every respect? 2) Why did Paul put such a heavy emphasis on God’s election and yet always carefully balance that precious truth with references to human responsibility? Do I shrink away from proclaiming either side of this dynamic or become unbalanced in some type of soapbox diatribe? How can I know whether I am truly one of the elect? 3) Who have been the key examples that God has used in my life to impact my growth? How faithful have I been to reproduce their example and become imitators of them and of the Lord? Am I discouraged by suffering or do I find the joy of the Holy Spirit to be my strength? 4) What type of impact am I having on the spiritual growth of others? ********** QUOTES FOR REFLECTION: Stott: To whatever denomination or tradition we may belong, the doctrine of election causes us difficulties and questions. To be sure, it is a truth which runs through Scripture, beginning with God’s call of Abraham … Moreover, the topic of election is



nearly always introduced for a practical purpose, in order to foster assurance (not presumption), holiness (not moral apathy),, humility (not pride) and witness (not lazy selfishness). But still no explanation of God’s election is given except God’s love. (Deut. 7:7-8) MacArthur : A sure evidence of the Thessalonians’ election was that they submitted to a new Master. Salvation meant a decisive break with pagan religion and a redirecting of one’s whole life. The Thessalonians abandoned all polytheism and embraced only God and the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul expressed this change as their having turned to God from idols. Turned is from the verb epistrepho, which is used in the New Testament to indicate the fact that in the sinner’s conversion there is a turning in the absolute opposite direction (Acts 9:35; 11:21; 26:18, 20; 2 Cor. 3:16; cf. Luke 1:16; James 5:20). Such conversion entails repentance, a turning from idols and in faith submitting to the Savior alone (Acts 20:21). Such turning is far more than merely changing one’s belief about who Christ is – it is a complete reversal of allegiance, from idols to serve a living and true God. Hiebert: In looking back over this summary statement of the remarkable testimony concerning the Thessalonians, one is impressed with the richness of its compressed theology about God, His Son, and the Christian life. Concerning God it indicates that He is a living person, is truly God, has a Son, raised Him from the dead, is the proper recipient of Christian service, and has wrath against sin. Concerning Jesus Christ it indicates His dual nature as the God- man, His death and resurrection, by implication His ascension, His expected return from heaven, and His delivering of believers from wrath. Concerning the Christian life it teaches the need for conversion as a definite break with past evil, that Christian living is characteristically a life of serving God, and that the Christian has the living hope of deliverance from the wrath of judgment through the returning Christ. Piper: Regarding how it is that hope produces endurance … Let us probe the connection between hope and endurance by asking a very crucial and practical question: are Christians supposed to endure in the path of obedience in order to inherit the blessings of heaven; or are Christians supposed to endure because the blessings of heaven are certainly and infallibly theirs? . . . The SHALLS of scripture do three things. 1) They turn us away from all self-reliance and boasting (1 Corinthians 4:7) and direct us to the sovereign power of God. "He will cause us to endure!" 2) The SHALLS of Scripture turn us away from all legalism -- the thought that we could ever earn the heavenly reward. It was bought by Christ. It is a free gift and cannot be earned. Endurance is not a way of paying for salvation. It is a way of experiencing grace (1 Peter 4:10-11; Galatians 15:10) and living by faith (Galatians 2:20).



3) The shalls of Scripture give confidence and peace to the broken and contrite who cast themselves on Jesus for forgiveness and help. The MUSTS of Scripture do three things. 1) They remind us that the miracle of conversion is not a legal fiction. You can't be converted to Christ and have everything stay the way it was. There MUST be a change - a change that endures. There must be the "work of faith, the labor of love and the endurance of hope." "Those who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh" (Galatians 5:24). 2) The MUSTS of Scripture direct our attention to the exceedingly great value of the reward of heaven. If we must endure, and if endurance comes from hope, then I must get my heart free from the love of the world and set it on the value of the things above so that my hope in God will be kindled and I will have the power to endure in obedience to Christ. 3) The MUSTS of Scripture provide us with a way of testing whether we have any right to claim the SHALLS for ourselves. To whom do the SHALLS of Scripture belong? They belong to those who are broken by the musts of Scripture and who fly to Christ for forgiveness and help. So the SHALLS of Scripture give the Christian life its peace and security and stability, and the MUSTS of Scripture give the Christian life its urgency and earnestness and mission. The SHALLS base the Christian life on the sovereign grace and power of God. The MUSTS remind us of the necessity to depend on this grace and power. So in the end both the SHALLS and the MUSTS of Scripture point us to the same thing: they point us away from ourselves to the sovereign grace and power of God. The SHALLS do it directly with promises of grace. The MUSTS do it indirectly by commanding us to do things we can't do without grace. And so when you read in Scripture that God SHALL cause you to endure (Jeremiah 32:40), the aim is that, with all peace and joy, you would set your hope on the sovereign grace of God, and in that hope find the strength to endure. And when you read in Scripture that you MUST endure (Luke 21:19), the aim is the same: that, with all urgency and earnestness, you would set your hope on the sovereign grace of God and in that hope find the strength to endure. The SHALLS of Scripture are sweet and reassuring calls to hope in God. The MUS TS of Scripture are urgent and earnest calls to hope in God. The MUSTS are not telling us to endure in our own strength. And the SHALLS are not telling us that we don't have to endure. Both the SHALLS and the MUSTS are telling us: HOPE IN GOD! HOPE IN GOD! HOPE IN GOD! For this is the great source of power to endure in the path of obedience.



If you put your hope in the sovereign grace and power of God and not in your own strength, or in the approval of others or in money or in fleeting pleasures or in status, then when the limelight shifts off your ministry and your life, and the praise of man is gone, and the glamour of self-denial evaporates and all the supports of men crumble, then you SHALL endure -- with the endurance of hope. Mayhue: Characteristics of the Thessalonian Church 1. Committed Church they labored long and hard on Christ’s behalf 2. Submitted Church imitated the faith of their spiritual father and his associates … even in much tribulation 3. Reproducing Church 4. Repentant Church had turned from the false to the true God in their salvation 5. Serving Church committed to serve God rather than Mammon 6. Patient Church were looking for the blessed hope 7. Accepting Church responded to the power of God’s Word 8. Persecuted Church 9. Staunch Church “standing firm ” – stood their ground without compromise 10. God-Pleasing Church 11. Loving-the-brethren Church 12. Praying Church



TEXT: 1 THESSALONIANS 2:1-12 TITLE: BOLDNESS IN WITNESSING BIG IDEA: SUPERNATURAL BOLDNESS IN PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL REQUIRES PURE MOTIVES AND PROPER CONDUCT (THE MARKS OF SPIRITFILLED CHURCH PLANTERS) I. (:1-2) SUPERNATURAL BOLDNESS IN PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL CAN BE IDENTIFIED BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE CONTEXT OF PERSECUTION Illustration: Just as you use a highlighter pen to make something important stand out, God uses persecution to highlight the true character of a godly ministry. Persecution highlights supernatural boldness instead of hindering it. Why is Boldness so essential? Piper: It was Paul's boldness in evangelizing that kept his life from being in vain. And it will be our boldness that keeps our lives from being bland and tasteless and empty and weak and insignificant in the end . . . So my answer to the first question (Why is boldness necessary?) is that it keeps our lives from being in vain. It makes our lives effective and fruitful and significant. It brings change into people's lives and leads them on toward courage in Christ. And nothing is more significant than leading people toward Christ and his Kingdom. A. Converts Can Recognize Supernatural Bo ldness in Proclaiming the Gospel (Paul appeals to the experiential knowledge of the Thess. converts) 1. Appeals to them as "brethren" -- equal family members 2. Emphasizes their first-hand knowledge of the facts ("you yourselves know") 3. Focuses attention on the character of the missionary team's initial ministry in preaching the gospel to them ("our coming to you") MacArthur : Suffered refers primarily to the physical abuse, whereas mistreated refers to public disgrace, or even legal abuse – they were unjustly judged and made prisoners when they had committed no crime. In the first century, hubrizo (mistreated) meant to treat shamefully, insultingly, or outrageously in public – all with intent to humiliate. B. What Does Supernatural Boldness Look Like? 1. Negatively: not empty or hollow empty of power and earnestness and boldness



instead: courage under adverse circumstances 2. Positively: "we had the boldness ..." a) supernatural boldness (not just natural courage) b) verbal proclamation (not just unspoken example) c) pure message of the gospel of God (not adulterated) C. Perseverance Despite Persecution is the Key 1. At Philippi 2. At Thessalonica ("amid much opposition") 3. Signif. of Perseverance MacArthur : The Greek word translated opposition is agon (“struggle,” “conflict,” “fight”), from which the English word agonize derives. It referred to an agonizing life and death struggle. In the ministry, there is always pressure to mitigate the message, to be inoffensive to sinners, to make the gospel acceptable to them. But such a compromise had no place in Paul’s strategy. Instead, he had full confidence in God’s power to overcome all opposition and achieve His redemptive purpose. The servant of God preaches the true, unmitigated message God has laid out in His Word, not some other message. He does so for the sake of truth, not for personal popularity. And when opposition comes, he trusts in the power of God and stays obedient to his calling. Transition: "For" (beginning of vs. 3) -- Used here to introduce explanatory confirmation. It is important to see how verses 3-12 relate to the main idea of supernatural boldness introduced in vs.1-2.



II. (:3-6) SUPERNATURAL BOLDNESS IN PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL REQUIRES PURE MOTIVES CHECKLIST OF PURE MOTIVES A. Three Negatives -- Integrity of Ministry -- Not: 1. "from error" -- source of Paul's message was not the product of deception or illusion 2. "from impurity" -- not associated with sexual impurity (many of the religions of the day had sexual rituals); possibly a reference to integrity of motivation as well 3. "by way of deceit " -- not using tricky or crafty methods B. One Positive -- Confident Sense of God's Commission they realized God had taken the initiative to equip them and send them out to minister and proclaim the gospel C. One Main Contrast -- Our Primary Orientation "not as pleasing men but God, who examines our hearts"



D. Three More Negatives -- Unselfish Approach 1. not with "flattering speech" -- manipulating people 2. not with a "pretext for greed" giving a reason which is plausible in itself, but which is not the real reason in order to disguise your own covetousness "God is witness" -- where it is impossible for men to discern, Paul appeals to the judgment of God regarding our inner motives 3. not "seeking glory from men" a) not from you Thessalonians b) not from others elsewhere who would be observing me



III. (:7-12) PAUL’S PICTURE OF THREE ROLE MODELS THAT ILLUSTRATE PROPER CONDUCT IN THE MINISTRY A. (:7-8) Gentleness and Tender Care of a Loving Mother 1. Gentleness “But we proved to be gentle among you” 2. Tender Care “as a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children” 3. Genuine Affection “Having thus a fond affection for you” 4. Sacrificial Love “we were well-pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become very dear to us” B. (:9) Hard Work and Self-Sufficiency of an Unselfish Sacrificial Laborer 1. Difficulty Involved “For you recall, brethren, our labor and hardship, how working night and day” 2. Unselfishness – Necessary Task “so as not to be a burden to any of you” laboring with their hands for their own support so as not to be a burden and to provide a good example



3. Main Task – never lose sight of the number one objective "we proclaimed to you the gospel of God" C. (:10-12) Godliness and Positive Training of a Father with Vision 1. Modeled Godly Conduct “You are witnesses, and so is God, how devoutly and uprightly and blamelessly we behaved toward you believers.” 2. Three Primary Activities = exhorting, encouraging, imploring “just as you know how we were exhorting and encouraging and imploring” 3. Impartiality and Personal Attention “each one of you as a father would his own children” 4. His overriding Ambition "so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.” Piper: WHERE THE GOSPEL FLOURISHES PEOPLE SHARE THEIR OWN SOULS. Let's ask three brief questions: 1. What is it to share your own soul? 2. How does the gospel cause this to happen? 3. Why is it important for us to do this?



********** DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS: 1) What type of personal charges must Paul have been facing to respond in this manner? Which hurt him more, the physical persecution he experienced in Philippi or the attacks on his character and motives? 2) How do I rate in this area of boldness in proclaiming the gospel? What do I find to be the biggest impediments to boldness? 3) What types of rights did Paul and his missionary team set aside in order to sacrificially minister to these believers? What types of rights have I been willing to set aside? 4) In order to strengthen my own ministry, which of these three role models offers me the most insight in areas where I need to grow?



********** QUOTES FOR REFLECTION: Piper: So at least these two things have to happen inside if we are to be bold: we have to get free from the need of human acceptance and praise, and we have to get free from the need for the comforts and securities that money can buy. If we are free, we will be bold. And the way to freedom is get your acceptance from God and get your praise from God, and to get your comforts and security from God. Verse 4 points to the key: "Just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men but God." Paul had his approval from God. He did not need human approval. He had his future in God. So no human threats could stop his courage. We need boldness because without it our lives will be lived in vain. And our boldness comes from God because only his approval can break the power of craving for human approval, and only his security and comfort can break the fear of losing human security and comfort. Stedman: Whatever Became of Integrity? First, he says, he did not preach out of "error or uncleanness." In other words, he did not come peddling some particular private revelation. Today, we are confronted with a parade of gurus, prophets, seers, avatars and others, peddling their peculiar forms of doctrine. The Hare Krishnas confront you in airports; the Moonies, under the leadership of Sun Myung Moon, who claims to be the Messiah, boldly peddle their doctrine across the country and around the world. On the surface they appear to be bold and courageous. They seem to be drive n by conviction -- and perhaps they are in some degree -- but it is wrong conviction. But Paul did not come to Thessalonica peddling any private doctrine. It was the truth of God, confirmed by the prophets and by Jesus Christ himself. Nor did he come inviting people to sexual license, encouraging them to indulge themselves, to throw over all moral bonds and do whatever they liked. That is how some attract a big following today. Think of Jim Jones and what he did in San Francisco. The Bhagwan commune in Oregon indulged in sexual orgies and people flocked there, attracted by that kind of degenerate teaching. But this was never part of the apostle's doctrine. Also guile, flattery, and greed played no part in his preaching. I appreciate his words along that line, when so many teachers on television today are appealing to our ego, to the macho instinct in us. Many of you have seen a certain fellow on television who wears a crazy hat, smokes a cigar, orders people around and demands that they send him money. He appears to be bold and uncompromising, but he manifests every indication of sheer ego and disguises it by an attempt to be a teacher of the Word. What



he is teaching has a degree of truth to it, but it is mixed with a great deal of error. I can name people right around here who have succumbed to that kind of an appeal. Others offer a promise of prosperity. If you follow them, they say, you will become rich. This was not Paul's doctrine, either. "We did not come with a cloak for greed," he says. What a true description that is of much that we hear on television today! . . . three marks of a faithful shepherd, courage, a loving, gentle heart, and a faithful spirit . . . Zeisler: There is a formula that is repeated twice in the following verses. Two things stand out that made Paul and his friends bold in opposition. First, we are told that they were clear and unshakable in their confidence in the message they had. Second, the thing that motivated them to go out into the world on a mission was the desire to give rather than to receive. I think Paul is suggesting here that if these two things are true of us-- if we are certain of our message, and are motivated to give—then we will be the kind of people who can bear up under opposition. MacArthur : In spite of the purity of Paul’s life and the transforming power of his message (sufficient and convincing proof of his legitimacy as an apostle of Jesus Christ), the enemies of the gospel were having some success in convincing the Thessalonians that Paul and his companions were men of wicked intentions, nothing more than self-seeking frauds like so many other “spiritual teachers” of that time. Therefore, as distasteful as it was for Paul to have to defend himself, he answered his detractors directly and concisely for the sake of the truth. . . This passage sets forth five key qualities of fail-proof spiritual leadership: tenacity, because the leader trusts totally in the power of God; integrity, because the leader is fully committed to the truth of God; authority, because the leader is commissioned by the will of God; accountability, because the leader knows the omniscient God examines his heart; and humility, because the leader is consumed with the glory of God. If he has these qualities, he will be well on his way to exercising fail proof spiritual leadership. Stott: It is a lovely thing that a man as tough and masculine as the apostle Paul should have used this feminine metaphor. Some Christian leaders become both self-centered and autocratic. The more their authority is challenged, the more they assert it. We all need to cultivate more, in our pastoral ministry, of the gentleness, love and self-sacrifice of a mother. Hiebert: In refuting these enemy accusations Paul uses the method of simply letting the record speak for itself. The facts were still fresh in the memory of the readers. In thus repeatedly asking them to recall what they witnessed he is letting them judge if the evidence fits in with the charges being made against them. It was a masterly defense. It proved that the facts needed for their vindication were a matter of common knowledge. Nothing had been concealed from them. The readers needed no new and hitherto unknown information to bolster their new faith. When evaluated in the light of



the known truth the malicious charges being made against them could not survive. Such a defense is the best proof of the purity of a preacher’s life. That Paul himself advocates this test is a strong witness to the integrity of his character and work. The missionaries had left their converts the memory of true Christian character and unselfish Christian service. To the consciousness of that fact they appealed as a safeguard to the readers.



TEXT: 1 THESSALONIANS 2:13-16 TITLE: GODLINESS ALWAYS STIRS UP PERSECUTION BIG IDEA: THE PROPER RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD PRODUCES GODLINESS THAT PROVOKES PERSECUTION I. (:13-14a) THE PROPER RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD WILL PRODUCE GODLINESS A. (:13) For Two Reasons: “And for this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received from us the word of God’s message, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe.” 1. Because of the Integration of Faith a. “received from us the word of God’s message” b. “you accepted it” c. “you who believe” 2. Because of the Power of God's Word -- the message comes from God with energizing power to work out His purposes B. (:14a) With One Result: Conformity to the Historical Pattern of Godliness (emphasis is on imitation in the area of persevering thru persecution) “For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea”



II. (:14b-15) GODLINESS PROVOKES PERSECUTION IN CONFORMITY TO THE HISTORICAL PATTERN OF THE SUFFERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE A. Three Historical Examples: 1. Suffering of the Thessalonian believers at the hands of their own countrymen “for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen” 2. Suffering of the Judean churches at the hands of the Jews “even as they did from the Jews” 3. Suffering of the Lord Jesus and the prophets and the Missionary Team at the hands of the Jews “who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out.” D. With One Ungodly Motivation “They are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men.”



(:16) ASIDE ON THE GUILT AND CONDEMNATION OF THE JEWS FOR SUCH INTENSE OPPOSITION TO GOD’S PROGRAM A. Hindering the Spread of the Gospel to the Gentiles “hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be saved” B. Heaping Sin Upon Sin “with the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins” C. Harvesting the Full Brunt of God’s Wrath “But wrath has come upon them to the utmost.”



********** DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS: 1) How confident are we in the power of God’s Word to perform its effectual work in changing our life? 2) What churches today have the type of reputation that we would like to imitate some of their practices? When it comes to this area of following the example of others, what do we have to guard against? 3) How does the liberal media persecute godliness today? Why is it that Christians in the United States don’t face more persecution than they do? 4) How can unbelievers be so oblivious to the reality of the wrath of God resting upon them and about to be executed against them?



********** QUOTES FOR REFLECTION: Hiebert: It has been asked why Paul cited the example of the Judean churches to his Gentile converts. Calvin replied that thus Paul counteracted a serious temptation which might assail the Thessalonians. The Jews at Thessalonica were insinuating that the new faith which Paul’s converts had accepted must be a false religion since the Jews, the only people who worshiped the true God, were constrained to oppose it. To remove any doubts they might have had, Paul reminded his readers that the first churches, started in Judea, had been made to suffer by the Jews who thus showed themselves “the determined enemies of God and of all sound doctrine.” Calvin’s surmise may be correct, but as Lunemann remarks, “such a design of the apostle is indicated by nothing, and its supposition is entirely superfluous.” He thinks



that Paul selected the Judean churches because their courageous sufferings made them pertinent examples of steadfastness to the younger Christian communities. More natural is the explanation that Paul points out the suffering of these early Judean churches to the Thessalonians to show them that from the beginning, Christians have been suffering for their faith, so they were not alone in being persecuted. Those who receive the Word of God and are united with the true people of God will always be hated by unbelieving men and be made to suffer for their belief. MacArthur : Knowing that the Jews’ hateful attitude had not changed but rather had intensified since their original hostility in the early days at Thessalonica, Paul made a strong statement about their spiritual condition. His statement consists of three reasons they are a people to be sad for: they rejected God’s Word, they hindered the saints, and they faced punishment in suffering. These three are in direct contrast to the reasons Paul was joyful over the Thessalonians. Stott: How is it possible, however, to reconcile the horizons of 1 Thessalonians (which predicts, even declares, God’s judgment) and of Romans 11 (which affirms the continuing validity of God’s covenant and the assurance of Israel’s salvation)? Are not the warning of judgment and the promise of salvation equally irrevocable and therefore contradictory? Perhaps the solution to this problem is to be found in the difference of Paul’s terminology between God’s wrath upon “the Jews” individually (1Thess. 2:14) and his salvation of “Israel” collectively. Morris: Fundamental to Paul’s preaching was the conviction that what he spoke was not his own message but God’s. He rejected human wisdom, and thought little of mere eloquence (1 Cor. 2:1ff). He was content to pass on, in the manner of a herald, what God had given him There were philosophical points of view which were at variance with the stark simplicity of the preaching of the cross. The pressure to accommodate his message to the demands of the “modern thought-world” of the day must have been great. But Paul rejected all this. His drive and forcefulness came not from some thought that he was abreast of contemporary trends in philosophy or religion or science, but the deep-seated conviction that he was simply God’s mouthpiece, and that what he spoke was the veritable word of God. Stedman: Illustration of the Power of the Word of God to change lives: Most of us are familiar with the story of The Mutiny on the Bounty. In the nineteenth century, mutineers took over the ship, set their captain adrift in a lifeboat, and ended up finally on the island of Picturing in the South Pacific. But we do not often hear much about what happened to them after they landed. They were rather rough, tough, godless sailors for the most part. Together with the wives they had taken with them from the island of Tahiti, they spent spend their days on Picturing drinking, gambling, carousing and fighting with one another. Soon the fighting led to battle, and they killed each other off until the colony was reduced to a handful of people. Among them was a man named Alexander Smith. Rummaging through his trunk one day, he found a Bible that his mother had put there. He began to read it, and soon it changed his life. Then he read to the surviving mutineers, and it changed their lives. When that island was



rediscovered some years later, it had become a model community. There was no jail because they had no crime. They loved God and they loved each other. The book had totally changed their lives and their society! Stedman: Reasons why the Gospel Arouses Violent Opposition: 1) First, it is clear from the Scriptures that the gospel ignores all human achievement. God is totally unimpressed with degrees, awards, position, tenure, wealth, or any other trappings of power. Everybody must come to him the same simple way -- by admitting they cannot help themselves and by accepting salvation as a gift from the hand of God through Jesus Christ. As the old hymn puts it, "Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to They cross I cling." Religious achievements, a good belief system, or good moral behavior do not impress God. There is only one way to approach him, and that is through Jesus Christ. Jesus himself declared, "No one can come to the Father but by me," {cf, John 14:6}. You may believe in God, but you will never know him as Father unless you come by Jesus. Other religions find this claim to be offens ive. 2) The second reason the gospel arouses violent opposition is that it exposes human pride. There is a terrible evil in all of us which we try to hide. I find it in myself. I am stubborn at times, and I excuse myself on the grounds that people need to be stubborn occasionally. Besides, I am half Scot and the Scots are known for stubbornness. But that is nothing but pride, an independent spirit that says, "I don't need any help. I can make it on my own." We are all guilty of this in varying degrees, but we keep it under control for fear of recrimination or out of a desire not to be known as prideful or stubborn. But if the restraints are removed, that pride will suddenly break out in the most terrible form of viciousness and vindictiveness. 3) A third reason why the gospel arouses opposition is because it forgives blatant sinners; those who richly deserve death and hell in the eyes of the world. The Pharisees were very offended because Jesus received adulterers, prostitutes, swindlers and outcasts, while they themselves, respectable moral people, were excluded. That is why they finally killed Jesus. Many oppose the gospel because it appeals to the disreputable. But that is its glory: it can change anyone who will receive it in humility and contrition.



TEXT: 1 THESSALONIANS 2:17-3:13 TITLE: PRESSING ON TO MATURITY BIG IDEA: CHURCH PLANTERS FEEL THE BURDEN OF ENCOURAGING THEIR DISCIPLES TO MATURITY I. (2:17-20) CHURCH PLANTERS (SPIRITUAL LEADERS) DESIRE TO BE WITH THEIR DISCIPLES A. Separation Brings Longing For Reunion (:17-18a) 1. (:17a) The Emotional State of Separation -- described as being orphaned “But we, brethren, having been bereft of you for a short while – in person, not in spirit – “ 2. (:17b) The Efforts directed towards Reunion -- haste, earnestness, great zeal involved “were all the more eager with great desire to see your face” 3. (:18a) The Emotional Desire to Return to them “For we wanted to come to you – I, Paul, more than once – “ B. Satan Brings Opposition to Discipleship (:18b) “yet Satan thwarted us” C. Saints Bring Joy and Reward (:19-20) -- How important are they? 1. (:19a) They are Viewed as Valuable “For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation?” 2. (:19b) Their Value will be fully Appreciated at the Return of the Lord Jesus “Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming” 3. (:20) Their Value Reiterated “For you are our glory and joy.”



II. (3:1-5) CHURCH PLANTERS SACRIFICE THEIR OWN SECURITY TO ENCOURAGE THEIR DISICIPLES TO PERSEVERE A. (:1-2a) The Sacrifice of Security 1. (:1) Overwhelming Concern Leads to Sacrifice “Therefore when we could endure it no longer, we thought it best to be left behind at Athens alone.”



2. (:2a) The Sacrifice Should be Valuable “and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s fellow worker in the gospel of Christ” B. (:2b) The Goal of Strengthening Disciples “to strengthen and encourage you as to your faith” C. (:3-5) The Need for Perseverance 1. (:3-4) The Danger of Persecution – Forewarned is Forearmed “so that no man may be disturbed by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we have been destined for this. For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance that we were going to suffer affliction and so it came to pass, as you know.” 2. (:5) The Danger of Temptation “For this reason, when I could endure it no longer, I also sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter might have tempted you, and our labor should be in vain.” Life Application Bible Commentary: Chapter 3 continues the concerns of chapter 2. Paul had been explaining to the Thessalonian believers why he and Silas had been unable to return to them. It had not been, as their detractors had said, because of fear or because they had been lying. Instead, Paul and Silas had wanted to come back but had been prevented by evil spiritual forces (2:18). They did not leave the young believers in Thessalonica without help, however . . .” TRANSITION : Church planters encourage their disciples and the opposite is true as well



III. (3:6-8) CHURCH PLANTERS ARE ENCOURAGED BY FAITHFUL DISCIPLES A. (:6) Three Ways a Disciple Can Encourage His Spiritual Leaders (by Virtue of a Good Report) – cf. report cards “But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us good news” 1. Faith Exhibited under Pressure Situations 2. Love in Action toward others 3. A High Regard for Spiritual Leaders “and that you always think kindly of us, longing to see us just as we also long to see you.” B. (:7-8) Three Reasons Church Planters Need Encouragement



1. Pressure and Persecution Abound on the Front Lines “for this reason, brethren, in all our distress and affliction” Suffering is worth it anyway … but certainly alleviated by good reports 2. Pastoral Concern Regarding the Maturity of Their Faith “we were comforted about you through your faith” the crucible of life will test the reality, depth and maturity of their faith 3. Personal Fulfillment Tied to Perseverance of Disciples “for now we really live, if you stand firm in the Lord” church planters are in this business to see fruit that remains



IV. (3:9-13) CHURCH PLANTERS CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THEIR DISCIPLES A. (:9) Abundant Joy Expressed Inadequately in Thanksgiving “For what thanks can we render to God for you in return for all the joy with which we rejoice before our God on your account.” B. (:10) Persistent Prayer for Renewed Opportunity to Grow Them to Maturity “as we night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may see your face, and may complete what is lacking in your faith” C. (:11-13) Specific Petition for Face-to-Face Fellowship, Lavish Love and Holiness 1. (:11) Face-to-Face Fellowship “Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you” 2. (:12) Lavish Love “and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all men, just as we also do for you” 3. (:13) Heavenly Holiness “so that He may establish your hearts unblamable in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints” MacArthur : Purpose of Paul’s Prayer - a perfecting faith - a prospering love - a purifying hope ********** DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS: 1) How could Paul have such a strong longing for face-to- face fellowship and personal discipleship when he was ministering to thousands of converts scattered over such a wide



geographical area? How did he balance his public ministry to the masses with his more private discipleship ministry? 2) How much power does Satan have to oppose our plans and to frustrate our missionary efforts? How active is he in tempting new converts and trying to divert them from the path of true discipleship? 3) What will be the ultimate reward for church planters who have faithfully evangelized and discipled others to maturity? 4) What is the significance of the frequent use of the plural form “we” throughout the two epistles to the Thessalonians? (rather than Paul just making reference to his own personal ministry) ********** QUOTES FOR REFLECTION: Life Application Bible Commentary: Paul predicted persecution, which had been the common experience of Jesus and the disciples. Jesus sacrificed his physical life, and many of the disciples suffered for the faith – even dying for it. Real discipleship implies real commitment – we must pledge everything to his service. Those who spend their whole lives trying to avoid danger, pain, or discomfort may isolate themselves from being able to contribute or serve at all. If our aim is only to protect ourselves from criticism and hardship, we begin to die spiritually and emotionally. Our lives turn inward, and we lose our intended purpose. When we serve Christ, the trials we face help us grow. Stott: The apostle refers again to the devil. He is not ignorant of his devices, whether in hindering the apostle’s ministry or in tempting his converts to renounce their faith. So Timothy had been sent on both a nurturing and a fact- finding mission. His brief had been to stabilize the Thessalonians in their faith, to remind them that suffering for Christ was unavoidable, and to come back with news of how they were doing. MacArthur : Satan wants to thwart the progress of God’s kingdom much as an army seeks to disrupt the advance of an opposing army. The word translated hindered is a military term referring to digging a trench or breaking up a road. One of the countermeasures an ancient army would take against the opposition was to dig a massive trench that would prevent enemy troops from reaching its men. Another way to frustrate the enemy’s progress would be to tear up a brick or stone road so that he could not traverse it. Thus Paul depicted the powerful devil as supernaturally obstructing the apostle’s strong desire to revisit Thessalonica. Paul did not state specifically how Satan thwarted his desire, but the hindrance could refer to the trouble at Jason’s house and the pledge that Jason made (Acts 17:9). Mayhue: Paul speaks of this whole episode in military terms. He was hindered by Satan from returning to Thessalonica (2:18). The Thessalonians were in danger of being ambushed by



Satan’s temptations (3:5). Paul was weighed down in Corinth (3:7) and could send only one man as a reinforcement to Thessalonica (3:2, 5). Then, he gets Timothy’s battlefield report (3:6-7) and announces, you stand fast in the Lord. They had faced the enemy and refused to retreat. The if here would be better translated “because”, in light of the Thessalonians’ resolves. This is certainly the language of spiritual warfare as evidenced by three mentions of stand in the context of putting on the spiritual armor of God and waging war against the spiritual forces of darkness in Ephesians 6:11, 13-14. Stand fast (or “firm ”) is a frequent exhortation by Paul to the churches (1 Cor 16:13; Gal 5:1; Phil 1:27; 4:1; 2 Thess 2:15). So Paul’s small, newly- trained band of militia had withstood the wellequipped and expertly-prepared army of hell to win the battle. Now their spiritual general, Paul, shouts the victory. Paul’s desire that they walk worthy of God (2:12) had surely been achieved by their immoveable commitment to Christ. Stedman: quoting from Packer: My wife and I read every morning a fine devotional book which has been assembled from the writings of Dr. J. I. Packer. The other day he quoted a psychologist on the six marks of maturity. Americans love to take self- examinations, so here is one for you on what it means to be grown up, to be whole, balanced, sane and able to cope with life: 1.The first mark of maturity is the ability to deal constructively with reality, to face facts, to not cover up reality or call it something else, but to deal with it as it is. Mature people do not kid themselves. 2.The second mark is, adapting quickly to change. We all experience change, whether it be physical, at work, in the family, or whatever. I am amazed at how much some of you have changed through the years while I remain exactly the same! Immature people resist change. It makes them nervous. But the mark of maturity is to adapt to change because change is inevitable. 3.The third mark is freedom from the symptoms of tension and anxiety. The worried look, the frown, the ulcers, the palpitations of the heart -- all come because you are upset, anxious and worried. Maturing means you have begun to see that God is in control of this world. He is working out purposes that you do not always understand, but you accept it. He will take you through the deep water, not drown you in it. Maturity means you are learning to trust. 4.Fourth, it means to be satisfied more with giving than receiving. Some of you have recently learned that the joy of Christmas is not getting presents but giving them. To see the joy in someone else's face when they get something they either need or want. That is a sign you are growing up. You are discovering the true values of life. 5.The fifth mark is, to relate to others with consistency, helpfulness and mutual satisfaction. Maturity is learning to get along with other people, to be a help, not a hindrance, to contribute to the solution and not to be always a part of the problem. 6.Finally, maturity is sublimating and redirecting anger to constructive ends. Maturity is the ability to use the adrenaline that anger creates, not to lose your temper and add to the problem, but to correct a situation or to contribute to changing the nature of the difficulty. That is maturing, and that is what the apostle longed for in these believe rs in Thessalonica.



TEXT: 1 THESSALONIANS 4:1-12 TITLE: DON’T SETTLE FOR MEDIOCRITY BIG IDEA: GROWING DISCIPLES MUST STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE IN PLEASING GOD I. (:1-2) OUR PRESENT LEVEL OF OBEDIENCE SHOULD BE THE FOUNDATION FOR STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE IN PLEASING GOD (rather than the excuse for settling for mediocrity or the mountaintop for sliding to the valley) A. (:1) Growing Disciples Need to be Challenged to Strive for Excellence “Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that, as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you actually do walk), that you may excel still more.” B. (:2) God's Standards (commandments) Do Not Change, But They Allow for Infinite Growth “For you know what commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.”



TRANSITION : We know the will of God (His commandments and standards), but we need to strive for excellence in pleasing God.



II. (:3-12) TWO TARGET AREAS (WHERE WE MUST STRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE IN PLEASING GOD) A. (:3-8) Sexual Purity -- a specific aspect of sanctification “For this is the will of God, your sanctification” Stedman: What do we mean when we say a thing is holy? Look at your Bible and it says, "Holy Bible." What makes it holy? The land of Israel is called, "the Holy land," and the city of Jerusalem is called, "the Holy City." Why? There is a quality about all three which they share in common. They all belong to God. The Bible is God's book, Israel is God's land; Jerusalem is God's city---they are God's property! That is why they are holy, they belong to God. Perhaps one of the most helpful ways of expressing the will of God is to put it in that very practical way. The will of God is simply that you may become God's property. "This is the will of God, your sanctification; that you become God's property." 1. (:3b-4a) The Explanation of the Standard (What is it?) a. (:3b) Avoid Sexual Immorality “that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality” b. (:4a) Balancing Perspective -- 2 possibilities: “that each of you know how to possess his own vessel” 1) control your own body



2) take a wife for yourself (preferred view) Piper: The specific application of love in view here in our text is abstaining from sexual immorality. Abounding in love for all men is incompatible with sexual promiscuity. Verses 4-5 apply the principle even more specifically: Paul addresses the men and admonishes "that each one of you know how to take a wife for himself in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust like heathen who do not know God." The parallel between verse 4 and 1 Corinthians 7:2 is so close that I am persuaded the RSV is more correct here than the NIV, which says, "Each of you should learn to control his own body," instead of "Each one of you should know how to take a wife for himself." 1 Corinthians 7:2 says "Because of temptation to immorality (the same word as verse 3 in our text), each man should have his own wife and each woman her own husband." I think the words "each man should have his own wife" in 1 Corinthians 7:2 mean basically the same as the words "each of you should know how to take his own vessel" in verse 4 of our text. (Other reasons are that the normal meaning of ktaomai is acquire not possess or control; the context is similar to 1 Peter 3:7 where vessel means the wife not the man's body; the emphatic "his own" seems to contrast with someone else's, but if it refers to ruling his own body that would be an odd contrast.) So it seems to me that the meaning of verse 4 is that men should stop trying to satisfy their lusts by sexual immorality, using prostitutes or seducing other men's fiancés or wives. Instead they should take their own wives. 2. (:4b-5) The Execution of the Standard (How do you go about it?) a. (:4) Positively: “in sanctification and honor” b. (:5) Negatively: “not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God” (Knowing God should make a difference in our morality) 3. (:6a) The Effects of Violating the Standard (What's the big deal?) a. Transgressing the law of God “and that no man transgress”



b. Defrauding your brother of his rights “and defraud his brother in the matter” 4. (:6b)The Enforcer of the Standard (Who will punish? God!) “because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you” 5. (:7) The Election to the Standard (Who set the standard and wants us to keep it?) “For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.” 6. (:8) The Enemies of the Standard (What does Rejection of the Standard Involve?) “Consequently, he who rejects this is not rejecting man but the God who gives the Holy Spirit to you.” Implies the power to obey the standard in those who have the Holy Spirit B. (:9-12) Aggressive But Responsib le Love for the Brethren 1. (:9-10a) Commendation for present level of obedience in this area; There is no need for further teaching because: a. (:9) They are God-taught “Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another.” b. (:10a) They are practicing the truth “for indeed you do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia.” 2. (:10b) Challenge to strive for excellence “But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more.” 3. (:11-12) Balancing Perspective a. (:11a) Recognize your limitations (don’ t be a big shot) (lead a quiet life rather than one of frenzied activity or unruliness) “and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life” b. (:11b) Concentrate on your own affairs (don't be a busybody) “and attend to your own business” c. (:11c-12) Work to provide for your own needs (don't be a burden) “and work with your hands” 3 Reasons: 1) commanded “just as we commanded you”



2) good testimony to unbelievers “so that you may behave properly toward outsiders” 3) so as not to be in any need yourself “and not be in any need” (Fourth Reason = apostolic example – introduced in 2:9; will be stressed in 2 Thessalonians) Hendriksen: With respect to diligence, fanatics – afflicted probably with Parousia hysteria (cf. II Thess. 2:1, 2) – should become “ambitious to be calm”; busybodies (Paul uses the actual term in II Thess. 3:11, but the idea is implied here in I Thess. 4:11) should begin to mind their own affairs; and loafers should start working with their hands. (In all probability the same persons were all three: fanatics, busybodies, and loafers.) No offence should be given to outsiders. Besides, by working diligently a person develops the art of being “dependent on nobody.”



********** DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS: 1) Why do all Christians, even those already growing, still need strong exhortations to watch their conduct and guard against temptations? When is good not good enough? 2) How can we discover the will of God for our lives from this important passage? How does this emphasis differ from the usual topics discussed under this same heading? 3) Why is sexual purity such an essential component of sanctification? Why does Paul focus so much attention on this one area? 4) What type of fanaticism does Paul reject? How orderly does my life look to outsiders? Am I unnecessarily burdening others in any way? ********** QUOTES FOR REFLECTION: Piper: Sexual desire in itself is good. God made it in the beginning. It has its proper place. But it was made to be governed or regulated or guided by two concerns: honor toward the other person and holiness toward God. Lust is what that sexual desire becomes when that honor and that holiness are missing from it.. . In summary then, lust is a sexual desire that dishonors its object and disregards God. It's the corruption of a good thing by the absence of honorable commitment and by the absence of a supreme regard for God.



If your sexual desire is not guided by respect for the honor of others and regard for the holiness of God, it is lust. … The great error that I am trying to explode in these messages is the error that says, faith in God is one thing and the fight for holiness is another thing. Faith gets you to heaven and holiness gets you rewards. You get your justification by faith, and you get your sanctification by works. You start the Christian life in the power of the Spirit, you press on in the efforts of the flesh. This is the great evangelical error of our day. The battle for obedience is optional, they say, because only faith is necessary for salvation. Our response: the battle for obedience is absolutely necessary for salvation because it IS the fight of faith. The battle against lust is absolutely necessary for salvation because it is the battle against unbelief. Faith alone delivers from hell and the faith that delivers from hell delivers from lust. Stott: From his general exhortation to please God, Paul moves on to some specific ways in which we sho uld do so, especially in the areas of sexual self-control (3-8), daily work (9-12) and bereavement (13-18). It was J. E. Frame who made the attractive suggestion that these were the topics which Paul had in mind when he issued his threefold exhortation in 5:14 to “warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak.” For these seem to have been the three groups in the Thessalonian church who needed special help. So Paul urged “the idlers”, who were neglecting their daily work, that if they loved each other they would earn their own living. He reminded “the timid” or “the faint- hearted” (RSV, REB), who were anxious in their bereavement about their friends and relatives who had died, of the Christian hope of Christ’s return. And to “the weak”, who lacked the strength to resist sexual temptation, he spoke of God’s call to purity and honour. Sex, work and death continue to be three major human preoccupations, so that Paul’s teaching on these subjects has about it a ring of relevance. Piper: So what is the difference between a human being at work and a beaver at work? Or for that matter, a bee, or a hummingbird? They work hard, they subdue their surroundings and shape them into beautiful structures that serve good purposes. The difference is that humans are morally self-conscious and make choices about their work on the basis of motives which may or may not honor God. No beaver or bee or hummingbird consciously relies on God. No beaver ponders the divine pattern of order and beauty and makes a moral choice to pursue excellence because God is excellent. No beaver reflects on the purpose of his existence and consciously chooses to glorify his Maker by relying on Him. But humans have all these potentials because we are created in God's image. When God commissions us to subdue the earth --



to shape it and use it -- he doesn't mean do it like a beaver. He means do it like a human, a morally self-conscious person who is responsible to choose his proper destiny. When he sends us forth to work in his image, to be sure, our ditches are to be dug straight, our pipe fittings are not to leak, our cabinet corners should be flush, our surgical incisions should be clean, our typing sharp and accurate, our meals nutritious and attractive, because God is a God of order and beauty and competence. But cats are clean and ants are industrious and spiders produce orderly and beautiful works. Therefore, the essence of our work as humans must be that it is done in conscious reliance on God's power, as a conscious quest of God's pattern of excellence and in deliberate pursuit of God's glory. When you work like this -- no matter what your vocation is -- you can have a sweet sense of peace at the end of the day. I don't think God has created us to be idle. Therefore, those who abandon creative productivity lose the joy of purposeful work. Ecclesiastes 5:12 says, "Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or much, but the surfeit of the rich will not let him sleep." People who spend their lives mainly in idleness or frivolous leisure are rarely as happy as those who work. Most of the retired people at Bethlehem know this, and so have sought creative, useful, God-honoring ways to stay active and productive in God's kingdom. And we should help each other in this, and with the whole problem of unemployment. It is not first an economic problem. It is first a theological problem. Human beings are created in the image of God and are endowed with traits of their creator that fit them for creative, useful, joyful work. Therefore, extensive idleness (when you have the ability to work) brings down the oppression of guilt and futility. So the first reason God wills work is that when we work in reliance on his power and according to his pattern of excellence, his glory is made known and our joy is increased. Hiebert: Having gladly acknowledged that they are walking as he instructed them, his admonition can only be “that ye abound more and more.” They must never be satisfied with what they have already achieved. There can be no finality in practical holiness in this life for the believer. He knows that they are abounding already but they must not give up the endeavor for still higher attainments. He who was himself constantly “pressing toward the mark” urges his followers “to keep on doing still better” (Berkeley), literally, “that ye may be abounding the more.” Contrary to the usual way in which this verb is employed, Paul here does not name any quality in which they are to abound. This is fully in keeping with the general character of this opening exhortation. It is his desire for every area of their lives. MacArthur : Several obvious tenets constitute the world’s immoral, unscriptural outlook regarding sex. First, people are basically good and all but the most heinous activities should be tolerated. Therefore, virtually any kind of consensual sexual activity is good (except for child molestation), especially if one views sex as merely a way to personal gratification. Second, since sexual activity is only a biological function (cf. 1 Cor. 6:13), it is normal and necessary to engage



in it without placing on it any moral restrictions. Third, since “casual” sex is just another form of fun and pleasure, it is permissible to enjoy sexual activity recreationally, any time with any consenting partner. Fourth, fulfilling one’s sexual desire is a major goal in life, more important than developing meaningful personal relationships. Fifth, instant gratification is more important than delayed satisfaction. Therefore, having premarital sex is legitimate and preferable to waiting until marriage to have sex. Sixth, enjoyable sexual intercourse is the most important factor in establishing a good marital relationship. Therefore, the early stage of every romantic relationship should include sex. The couple should live together to determine sexual compatibility and fulfillment before they marry.



TEXT: 1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18 TITLE: GOD’S FORMULA FOR COMPASSION BIG IDEA: CONVICTION REGARDING GOD'S PROGRAM FOR THE FUTURE GIVES HOPE FOR THE BEREAVED GOD'S FORMULA OF COMPASSION: KNOWLEDGE + FAITH GIVES HOPE KNOWLEDGE + FAITH = CONVICTION CONVICTION GIVES HOPE INTRODUCTION : Two different groups of believers in view: 1) those who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord 2) those who have fallen asleep (already gone to be with the Lord in spirit) The Context is tremendous anticipation of the climactic return of Christ. Problem: It seems like the Thessalonian believers were convinced of the imminent return of Christ so that this was a real issue to them. (Some had irresponsibly stopped working and were fanatical in their focus on Christ’s return. They needed Paul’s admonitions to keep loving the brethren and to keep working at all their responsibilities … for they do not know the hour or the day.) They were bothered by the possibility that when the Lord returns they might have to wait until after the millennial kingdom before they would be reunited with their loved ones.



I. (:13) CONVICTION FREES THE BEREAVED FROM UNMITIGATED GRIEF A. Uncertainty Regarding Lost Loved Ones Intensifies the Grieving 1. The importance of knowledge “But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren” Lack of knowledge makes them prime targets for the false teachers who would try to alarm them with misrepresentation of end time events. 2. The area of concern = the status of those sleeping “about those who are asleep” Stedman: That term, by the way, is never used in the New Testament of anyone but believers. It never says of a non-believer when he died that he "fell asleep." There is a wonderful lesson in that. It shows that death, for the believer, is nothing more than sleep. When your loved ones fall asleep you do not run to the phone and dial 911 for emergency service for them. You know that they are quietly resting, that they will awaken again, and that you will have contact with them again soon. That is why the New Testament regards the death of believers as nothing but sleep. Jesus declared of the daughter of Jairus who had died, "She is sleeping," {Mark 5:39, Luke 8:52}. It is a wonderfully encouraging word for those who are facing the death of dear ones.



3. The nature of the grieving process “that you may not grieve” Hiebert: "The force of the original is to prohibit all sorrow for their dead. We need not assume that Paul intended to prohibit that natural sorrow and sense of loss we feel at the death of loved ones, but he is prohibiting all sorrow which mourns the supposed loss sustained by loved ones because of their death. Such sorrow is not for Christians. For them to give way to their grief would be to act like the pagan world." (p.189) B. A Vacuum of Hope leads to unmitigated grief “as do the rest who have no hope.” cf. the type of false hope that most people express upon the death of a loved one: “they are better off” “they are in a far better place” …



II. (:14) CONVICTION FOCUSES ON THE REALITY OF THE RESURRECTION AND RETURN OF CHRIST (Focus is not on the Timing – which is where Christians have so much debate) A. Faith in the Death and Resurrection of Jesus is the Sure Foundation of our Christian Hope “For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again” Christ took the sting out of death and trans ferred the victory from the grave to the resurrection ("It's Friday, but Sunday's coming" = famous sermon) There is no way imaginable that the followers of Christ will not experience the same glorious resurrection as their Master = the first fruits. B. The Future Glory of Sleeping Believers is Assured at the Return of Christ “even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.”



III. (:15-17) CONVICTION FEEDS ON A KNOWLEDGE OF ESCHATOLOGY = GOD’S PROGRAM FOR THE FUTURE A. Divine Revelation Validates Conviction “For this we say to you by the word of the Lord” Does this mean that Christ had personally taught these truths during His ministry … or that Paul had received some special additional revelation from the Lord on this matter . . .?? B. The Equality of the Two Different Groups of Believers at the Return of Christ 1. The Living will not have an Advantage over the Dead (:15) “that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep.”



2. Description of the Lord's Impressive Climactic Return a) Bodily, personal return “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven” just as the disciples saw Him ascend up into heaven Stedman: This is all suggested by the three sounds which the apostle connects with this initial appearing of Jesus. It is the Lord himself who will come. That always warms my heart. He is not going to send Michael, the archangel, or Gabriel, or Moroni, or anyone else. He is coming himself. b) In spectacular glory, majesty, and authority “with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God” does not sound like a silent, secret coming here; victorio us, exulting – for believers; Paul not going into great detail here about the timing of all the events … but trying to convey the majesty and triumph of the scene 3. Priority Given to the Dead in Christ “and the dead in Christ will rise first” speaking of the bodies which will be united with the spirits which God is bringing with Him 4. Equality Accorded the Living in Christ “Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air” Bruce: Ref to “clouds” – not simply because clouds suggested themselves as convenient vehicles for transportation through space but because clouds are a regular feature of biblical theophanies; the divine glory is veiled in clouds, shines forth from them and retreats into them.” 5. Both groups will have realized their goal of personal union with the Lord that will last forever “and thus we shall always be with the Lord” No kingdom on earth picture at this juncture; just looking at the big picture, not the details (:18) CONCLUSION : Ultimately, a Message of Comfort and Encouragement "Therefore, comfort one another with these words." MacArthur : He doesn't say...Therefore would you please write out a large eschatological chart. No. He just says comfort each other. This is a comfort passage, friend, exactly like John 14 was. The Rapture always appears shrouded in mystery because it is seen always from the pastoral viewpoint as the great comfort of the believer that Jesus is coming for His own. Don't worry about the ones that die, don't worry about the ones that are alive, we'll all be there when He



comes. The God of all comfort will send Christ and we are thus comforted. No need to grieve. No need to sorrow.



********** DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS: 1) Who are the “dead in Christ” that are most precious to you personally? What type of anticipation do you have of seeing them again and being united together with Christ? 2) What is the significance of the term “sleeping” when applied to the believing dead? How can you refute the error of “soul sleep” which is taught by some (i.e. that when you die your spirit is in an unconscious state until Christ returns)? 3) How would you define in your own words the blessed hope which we have as believers? 4) How have you personally witnessed the hope of believers upon losing a loved one? What brought them the most comfort in their darkest hour? ********** QUOTES FOR REFLECTION: Stedman: Paul calls this "the coming of the Lord." Many people, including certain notable Bible scholars, are confused on this because they tend to regard the coming of the Lord as though it were a single event, an immediate and once- for-all appearing. But if we carefully study the Scriptures (and we will see evidence for this in a moment), the coming of the Lord is a series of events. This series has a dramatic beginning, as Paul describes here, with Jesus appearing to take his living and dead saints to be with him. And it has an even more dramatic ending when, as the Lord himself said, he would manifest himself to the entire world: "They shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of glory with all his heavenly hosts," {cf, Matt 24:30, Mark 13:26, Luke 21:27}. That is a different event from the one here described. You cannot make those fit together. In between them is a period of time during which Jesus is present on the earth though not always visibly so. That is what Scripture calls the "presence," which is the Greek word parousia. That is a better translation of this word "coming." When Scripture talks about the coming of the Lord, it sometimes looks at the beginning of that series, sometimes it looks at the end of it, and sometimes, as in the book of Revelation, it is looking at what is going on between the two ends. We must train ourselves to think in those terms. The parousia of Jesus is a series of events. Keathley: Paul first addresses the issue of those who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, but in doing this, he says “we” and not simply “those.” In the Greek text, the “we” is slightly emphatic and seems to be designed to bring out an important point. Clearly, Paul included himself among those who could be alive when the Lord returns. There is a clear



implication here. Paul believed the coming of the Lord and the things described here were imminent and could have occurred in his day (cf. John 21:22; 2 Cor. 5:1; Phil. 3:20; Tit. 2:13). Any other viewpoint fails to give the needed recognition to Paul’s use of the first person pronoun “we” instead of the third person, “those.” . . . Had this not been the Thessalonians’ outlook, their question regarding the dead in Christ and exclusion from the parousia would have been meaningless. They were thinking in terms of an imminent parousia, expecting to see it before death (Best, p. 183). An intervening period of messianic woes or birth pangs was not their anticipation (Best, p. 184), for such intense persecution would have meant probable martyrdom, and in that case they would have had doubts about their own participation in the parousia. Hence, Paul believed and had taught his converts that the next event on the prophetic calendar for them was their being gathered to Christ. . . The word imminency refers to an event that is, so to speak, “hanging overhead; it is something that is ready to occur or could occur at any moment.” While other things may happen before the imminent event, nothing else must occur before that event happens. If something else must occur first, then that event is not imminent. Further, no specific amount of time is specified regarding when the event will happen. It may be soon or it may not be. If a certain amount of time were needed before the occurrence of an event, then it would not be imminent. So an imminent event—like the return of Christ for the church—could happen soon. It might not … but it could. Analysis of the different texts mentioning some type of trumpet in connection with end times: Passage Matt. 24:31



Trumpeter Angels



1 Cor. 15:52 Not stated



Purpose



Result



Living elect on earth are Entrance into the gathered by Angels kingdom Gather



Resurrection Change



1 Thess. 4:16



God/Christ, it is Gathered in air by Christ Resurrection the trump of God Himself, not angels Rapture



Joel 2:1



Humans



Assemble and warn of Danger



Rev. 8



Angels



Brings on the Tribulation Judgments events



War and Invasion



Texts referring to the various Judgments associated with end times: Judgments: The Bema, OT and Tribulation Judgment Seat Saints Judged and of Christ Rewarded



The Great White Throne Judgment



Participants: Church Age Believers



OT and Tribulation believers



Unbelievers of all time



Scripture:



1 Cor. 3:12-15; Rom. 14:10-12



Rev. 20:4



Rev. 20:11-15



Time:



After the Rapture After the Tribulation



After the Millennial reign



Bruce: Presumably the Thessalonian Christians had wondered if those of their number who had died would suffer any disadvantage through not being alive to witness the Parousia and participate in its attendant glory. Since they had learned about Jesus’ being raised from the dead (1:10), they had probably learned something about the eventual Resurrection of his people; but they were not sure what relation the Resurrection bore to the Parousia. If it took place after the Parousia, then the dead would miss something which the living would enjoy, even if they were eventually to be brought back to resurrection life. Hence the readers are assured that their departed friends will suffer no disadvantage when the Lord comes. Stott: The Christian hope, however, is more than the expectation that the King is coming; it is also the belief that when he comes, the Christian dead will come with him and the Christian living will join them. For it is the separation which death causes (or seems to cause) which is so painful, both separation from Christ, since the dead have died before he comes, and separation from those who survive them, since they have gone ahead and left the living behind. It is these two bitter separations which the apostle solemnly assures his readers are neither real nor permanent. For the dead will come with Jesus, and the living will not precede them.



TEXT: 1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-11 TITLE: STAYING ON YOUR TOES BIG IDEA: CONVICTION REGARDING GOD'S PROGRAM FOR THE FUTURE KEEPS US SPIRITUALLY ALERT



I. (:1-3) TWO DIFFERENT CONVICTIONS REGARDING GOD’S PROGRAM FOR THE FUTURE (ESPECIALLY: THE COMING OF THE DAY OF THE LORD) A. The Conviction of Believers Regarding the Coming Day of the Lord 1. (:1-2) Aware of the Signs of the Times “Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren” a. Previous oral instruction “you have no need of anything to be written to you.” b. Precise knowledge on the subject “For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.” 2. (:3) Convinced regarding: “While they are saying, ‘Peace and safety!’ then destruction will come upon them suddenly like birth pangs upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.” a. Its reality b. Its certainty c. Its unpredictability and imminence d. Its devastation upon the unprepared



B. The Conviction of Unbelievers 1. Totally unprepared with false sense of security 2. Blind regarding: a. Its reality b. Its certainty c. Its unpredictability and imminence



d. Its devastation upon the unprepared



II. (:4-5) TWO DIFFERENT SPHERES OF EXISTENCE A. (:4) The Sphere of Unbelievers “But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day should overtake you like a thief.” 1. Sons of Night 3. Sons of Darkness Result: the day of the Lord will overtake them like a thie f B. (:5) The Sphere of Believers “for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness.” 1. Sons of Light 2. Sons of Day Result: the day of the Lord should not overtake us like a thief



III. (:6-8) TWO DIFFERENT MENTAL STATES A. (:6, 8) Mental State of Believers “so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober.” 1. Alert 2. Sober (consistent with the day) 3. (:8) Clothed in spiritual armor “But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.” B. (:7) Mental State of Unbelievers “For those who sleep do their sleeping at night, and those who get drunk get drunk at night.” 1. Sleeping 2. Drunk (consistent with the night) 3. Naked and defenseless



IV. (:9-10) TWO DIFFERENT DESTINIES A. (:9a) Unbelievers -- Wrath “For God has not destined us for wrath” B. Believers -- Obtaining Deliverance through our Lord Jesus Christ “but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ” 1. How was this salvation accomplished? “who died for us” 2. What is the intended result? “that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with Him.”



(:11) CONCLUSION TO 4:13 – 5:11 Use your conviction regarding God's program for the future to 1) encourage one another -- giving hope to the bereaved 2) build each other up -- keep each other spiritually alert



********** DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS: 1) What would be the purpose of a posttrib rapture? Why would God allow believers to suffer through the outpouring of His wrath in the Day of the Lord (the latter part of the 70th week of Daniel) just to rapture them at the end and bring them right back down to enter the kingdom? 2) What should be the characteristics and lifestyle of someone who is on a high level of Alert and a constant state of readiness? (cf. our new color coded system related to alerts against possible terrorist attacks in the U.S.) 3) Would we have any regrets or changes we would like to make in our life if we knew Christ was coming today? Note that the emphasis of the passage is on the comfort it provides the believer … not on the challenge to repent and make amends. The assumption seems to be that believers are already progressing in holiness. 4) Are we using these truths to warn unbelievers that “Today is the day of salvation”? They can have no expectation of any opportunity to repent and trust Christ in the uncertain future. They need to prepare themselves for His coming right now. No second chances!



**********



QUOTES FOR REFLECTION: Hiebert: In the preceding paragraph (4:13-18) the main cause for restlessness among the Thessalonian believers in relation to the anticipated coming of Christ was allayed. They had thought that only those who were alive at the time of the parousia would witness and share in its glories. As long as they held this view they would feel impatient at any prospect of postponement in His return since it cast a shadow upon their own hope of personal survival to share in that glory. All grounds for this feeling were removed with the assur ing revelation that there will be no essential difference in the lot of those who have died and those who are alive when Christ returns for His own. But a further word needed to be directed to the readers. The solemn truth is that the returning Lord will be the Judge of all. It is their duty to so live that they will be prepared to meet the Lord whenever He comes. In view of the uncertainty as to the time of His coming, it is imperative that they give diligence to be morally and spiritually ready. The pastoral heart of the writers leads them thus to exhort their beloved brethren. Bruce: The salvation in view here includes salvation from eschatological “wrath” (cf. Rom. 5:9) but positively it involves being raised to life with Christ. It is that definitive and consummated salvation which, as Paul says in another epistle, “is nearer to us now than when we first believed” (Rom 13:11, in a context where the same call for vigilance is sounded). Stott: Here, then, are two affirmations about judgment, each enforced by a vivid simile. First, the day of the Lord will come like a thief (2). Secondly, destruction will come like labour pains. Both illustrations teach that Christ’s coming will be sudden. Suddenly, in the middle of the night, a burglar breaks in. Suddenly, in the pregnancy of an expectant mother, labour begins. At the same time, there is an obvious difference between them. For although both are sudden, the burglar is unexpected, whereas labour (once pregnancy has begun) is expected. So putting the two metaphors together, we may say that Christ’s coming will be (1) sudden and unexpected (like a burglar in the night), and (2) sudden and unavoidable (like labour at the end of pregnancy). In the first case there will be no warning, and in the second no escape. Life Application Bible Commentary: As you near the end of a long race, your legs ache, your throat burns, and your whole body cries out for you to stop. This is when friends and fans are most valuable. Their encouragement helps you push through the pain to the finish line. In the same way, Christians are to encourage one another. A word of encouragement offered at the right moment can mean the difference between finishing well and collapsing along the way. Look around you. Be sensitive to others’ need for encouragement, and offer supportive words or actions. MacArthur : There are three popular contemporary views of history. The first is the cyclical view, which sees history as an endless circle, spiraling back through the same things over and over again. . . But the cyclical view evacuates any meaning or purpose from history, as John Marsh notes: If such a view be true, then historical existence has been deprived of its significance. What I do now I have done in a previous world cycle, and will do again in future world cycles. Responsibility and decision disappear, and with them any real significance to



historical life, which in fact becomes a rather grandiose natural cycle. Just as the corn is sown, grows, and ripens each year, so will the events of history recur time after time. Moreover, if all that can happen is the constant repetition of an event-cycle, there is no possib ility of meaning in the cycle itself. It achieves nothing in itself, neither can it contribute to anything outside itself. The events of history are devoid of significance. (The Fulness of Time [London: Nisbet, 1952], 167) A second view of history is that of atheistic naturalism. Unlike the cyclical view, this view sees history as linear and non-repetitive. But like the cyclical view, the naturalistic view assigns no meaning to history. History may be proceeding in a straight line instead of going around in circles, but it is not leading anywhere; it has no ultimate goal or purpose. . . Such a hopeless, purposeless, empty view of history reduces man to insignificance, to nothing more than a “chance configuration of atoms in the slip stream of meaningless chance history” (Francis A. Schaeffer, Death in the City [Downers Grove, Ill: InterVarsity, 1972], 18). The Christian view of history stands in sharp contrast to the hopeless despair of the first two views. The Bible reveals history to be the outworking of the purposeful plan of the sovereign, creator God. . . Jesus Christ is the central figure in history; the Old Testament points to His coming, and the New Testament describes and expounds His life, death, resurrection, and second coming. As history continues to unfold the eternally planned purposes of God, one event looms large on the horizon: the Day of the Lord. That event will mark the end of man’s day, as God acts in judgment to take back direct control of the earth from the usurpers (both human and demonic) who presently rule it. It will be an unprecedented time of cataclysmic judgment on all unrepentant sinners. Hendriksen: Note the combination of suddenness and unpreparedness. Note also the striking sentence-order, retained in our translation, making both the adjective sudden and the noun destruction very emphatic. The world in general will be eating and drinking, buying and selling, building and planting, marrying and giving into marriage, when Jesus comes aga in. Of course, in themselves not any of these things is wicked. . . But when the soul becomes entirely wrapped up in them, so that they become ends in themselves, and so that the higher, spiritual needs are neglected, they are a curse and no longer a blessing. “All for the body and its enjoyments, nothing for the soul,” was the slogan of the wicked contemporaries of Noah and of Lot; and that too will be the outstanding characteristic of the human race in the evil days to come.



TEXT: 1 THESSALONIANS 5:12-15 TITLE: PROMOTING BODY LIFE INSTEAD OF STRIFE BIG IDEA: 4 IMPERATIVES FOR MAINTAINING HEALTHY CHURCH RELATIONSHIPS INTRODUCTION: Hendriksen: The watchfulness and soberness enjoined in the immediately preceding paragraph (5:1-11) must become evident in every walk of life. That is the gist of the present section. Detailed directions follow. They are striking because of their brevity. Paul knows how to say much in few words.



I. (:12-13a) APPRECIATE YOUR SPIRITUAL LEADERS A. Give Them Their Due 1. Appreciation “But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who . . .” 2. Respect “and that you esteem them very highly in love. . .” B. Based on What They’ve Done – “because of their work” 1. For Their Hard Work “diligently labor among you” 2. For Their Responsible Oversight “and have charge over you in the Lord” 3. For Their Helpful Teaching “and give you instruction”



II. (:13b) GET ALONG WITH ONE ANOTHER “Live in peace with one another.” Hendriksen: Stop your carping. Instead of continually criticizing the leaders, follow their directions, so that peace (here: absence of dissension) results. Somewhat of a transition from looking at how we relate to leaders in the church to looking at how we relate to everyone in the church.



III. (:14) BUILD ONE ANOTHER UP – BEING SENSITIVE TO INDIVIDUAL NEEDS A. Correct – They need Discipline, Self-control “admonish the unruly”



B. Encourage – They need Courage “encourage the fainthearted” -- ("small-souled") C. Support – They need Strength, Support “help the weak” D. Put up With “be patient with all men”



IV. (:15) LOVE INDISCRIMINATELY A. Negatively “See that no one repays another with evil for evil” Very important advice in a context where the early church faced significant persecution. B. Positively “ but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all men.”



********** DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS: 1) Were the Thessalonian believers not responding properly to their appointed church leaders? Why did Paul feel it necessary to remind them of their responsibility to appreciate and show respect? How could we better respond to our leaders? 2) What are the obstacles to peace in our church fellowship? How have we sought to be part of the solution rather than part of the problem? 3) Do we take our responsibilities seriously regarding building up other believers or do we excuse ourselves by shifting that activity over to the paid staff? 4) Identify one person at work or in the church that you have trouble getting along with. What action plan can you develop to actively seek their good in some concrete fashion? ********** QUOTES FOR REFLECTION: Stedman: Then, second, "encourage the faint-hearted"; literally the "small- souled" person, one who feels inadequate and ungifted. We would call them the introverts among us. "Help them find their place,” says the apostle. This is addressed to everybody. People who feel out of it, who think they do not belong and cannot contribute anything, must be helped to find their place



because they do have a place. In the wonderful picture of the body at work, in First Corinthians 12, the apostle says, "The ear cannot say, 'Because I am not an eye I am not part of the body.' No," says Paul, "even if it says that, it does not make it any less a part of the body," {cf, 1 Cor 12:16}. There are people who feel that way. They think, "I cannot do anything. I do not have any gifts." That is wrong thinking. God has equipped all his people with gifts. We are to help each other find our place, give them something to do and encourage them in the work that they are doing. MacArthur: Paul’s approach to church growth was in sharp contrast to present-day “church growth” experts’ concerns about cultural demographics and homogeneity, subtle schemes to make the church more “seeker friendly,” sophisticated entertainment methodologies to make worship services “more relevant,” and glib marketing techniques to attract new members. Rather than relying on such man- made strategies or concepts, the apostle focused on the sinful obstacles to the Thessalonian church’s spiritual growth. In so doing he identified five types of struggling sheep that the healthy sheep needed to deal with: the wayward, who needed to get back in line; the worried, who needed to have more courage, faith, boldness, and confidence; the weak, who needed to be more discip lined in holiness; the wearisome, who needed to keep pace in obedience; and the wicked, who needed to behave righteously. The church’s lack of spiritual progress is usually due to the sinful behavior of people in those problem categories, and Paul earnestly desired that the Thessalonians know how to adequately deal with those in each category, as necessary. Life Application Bible Commentary: Paul’s advice is simply to use the right medicine. For example: 1) It would not work to “take tender care” of a “lazy” person; that person would not appreciate it and would remain unchanged. 2) It would not work to “warn” a “timid” person; that person is of fragile self-esteem anyway, and a warning would only scare him or her away. 3) It would not work to “encourage” a truly “weak” person to press on to greater things; that would show callousness to the person’s real need. The one trying to encourage may be doing so because it takes far less effort and involvement than taking “tender care” of that person as Paul prescribed. . . Don’t loaf around with the idle; warn them. Don’t yell at the timid and weak; encourage and help them. At times it’s difficult to distinguish between idleness and timidity. Two people may be doing nothing – one out of laziness and the other out of shyness or fear of doing something wrong. The key to ministry is sensitivity; sensing the condition of each person and offering the appropriate remedy for each situation. You can’t effectively help until you know the problem. You can’t apply the medicine until you know what is causing the pain.



TEXT: 1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-18 TITLE: PRACTICING PIETY BIG IDEA: 3 PERPETUAL PRACTICES TO ENSURE SPIRITUAL VITALITY I. REJOICE ALWAYS



II. PRAY WITHOUT CEASING



III. GIVE THANKS IN EVERYTHING "for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus"



********** DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS: 1) Is my life characterized more by joy or more by tension and anxiety and discontent? How can I use the Psalms to help put myself in the rejoicing frame of mind each day? 2) Is prayer more of an isolated activity or woven throughout the entire framework of my everyday living? Is Paul here giving exhortations related to our personal devotional walk with the Lord or exhortations centered around the public meetings of the assembly (cf. Stott)? 3) How is my prayer life balanced when it comes to thanksgiving vs making requests? Would others describe me as evidencing a thankful spirit? 4) Does my desire to know God’s will for my life start with these fundamental areas or do I immediately jump to the desire to see God lead with regard to specific decisions?



********** QUOTES FOR REFLECTION: Piper: What does it mean to pray without ceasing? I think it means three things. First, it means that there is a spirit of dependence that should permeate all we do. This is the very spirit and essence of prayer. So, even when we are not speaking consciously to God, there is a deep, abiding dependence on him



that is woven into the heart of faith. In that sense, we "pray" or have the spirit of prayer continuously. Second - and I think this is what Paul has in mind most immediately - praying without ceasing means praying repeatedly and often. I base this on the use of the word "without ceasing" (adialeiptos) in Romans 1:9, where Paul says, "For God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His Son, is my witness as to how unceasingly I make mention of you." Now we can be sure that Paul did not mention the Romans every minute of his prayers. He prayed about many other things. But he mentioned them over and over and often. So "without ceasing" doesn't mean that verbally or mentally we have to be speaking prayers every minute of the day. But we should pray over and over and often. Our default mental state should be: "O God . . ." Third, I think praying without ceasing means not giving up on prayer. Don't ever come to a point in your life where you cease to pray at all. Don't abandon the God of hope and say, "There's no use praying." Go on praying. Don't cease. MacArthur : Re “Rejoice Always” The phrase translated rejoice always literally reads “at all times to be rejoicing” and emphasizes that truly joyful Christians will always have a deep-seated confidence in God’s sovereign love and mighty power on behalf of His own, and in His providential working of all things according to His perfect plan (Matt. 6:33-34; Rom. 8:28-30; 11:33; Phil. 1:12; cf. Gen. 50:20; Os. 139:1-5). Therefore, no event or circumstance in the Christian’s life, apart from sin, can or should diminish his true joy. A proper perspective on biblical joy provides numerous reasons for believers to rejoice. 1) in appreciation for God’s righteous character, which, even in trouble, He demonstrates so faithfully to believers. . . 2) they should have constant joy out of appreciation for Christ’s redemptive work, which derives from a gracious, loving, merciful, and compassionate God . . . and for His infallible instruction . . 3) in appreciation of the Holy Spirit’s ministry on their behalf . . . 4) because of the vast array of spiritual blessings they possess . . . 5) they should have joy in God’s providence as He orchestrates everything for their benefit . . . 6) out of gratitude for the promises of future glory . . . 7) answered prayer should always be a source of joy . . . 8) appreciation for the gift of God’s Word . . . 9) the privilege of genuine fellowship . . . 10) joy at the saving proclamation of the gospel . . . Stott: At first reading one might not think that this section relates to the nature and conduct of public worship. But there are clear indications that this is primarily what Paul has in mind. To begin with, all the verbs are plural, so that they seem to describe our collective and public, rather than individual and private, Christian duties. The prophesying of verse 20 is obviously public. The holy kiss of verse 26 presupposes a meeting (you cannot kiss people at a distance!). And verse 27 envisages the reading of the letter when “all the brothers” are present. It is this context, then, which suggests that the rejoicing, the praying and the thanksgiving of verses 16-18 (like Eph. 5:19-20 and Col. 3:15-17) are also meant to be expressed when the congregation assembles.



Dr. Ralph Martin goes further and considers that these short, sharp commands read like the “headings” of a Church service. Now public worship is a vital part of the life of the local church. It is even essential to its identity. Yet in the interests of “spontaneity” worship services often lack both content and form, and so become slovenly, mindless, irreverent or dull. Most churches could afford to give more time and trouble to the preparation of their worship. It is a mistake to imagine either that freedom and form exclude one another, or that the Holy Spirit is the friend of freedom in such a way as to be the enemy of form. This is demonstrated both by the early church’s use of the Psalms, and by the many fragments of Christian hymns, psalms, creeds and confessions which are imbedded in the New Testament itself. Hiebert: The soul may be viewed as the self-conscious life of man, the seat of personality. The self-conscious personality reaches out in two directions. In its relation to the world the soul is entirely dependent upon the body for its information and responses. Through his spirit, man reaches up to the spiritual world, Godward. The fallen man has an awareness of the reality of God and the spiritual, but in his unregenerated condition he has no direct contact with God. Thus the unregenerated man can only understand a religion of the senses. With the new birth he is brought into direct relation with God through the renewed spirit, enabling him to worship God in spirit and truth. Hebrews 4:12, however, suggests that it is very difficult to distinguish between spirit and soul. Scriptural usage indicates an overlapping of functions. Nor need we try to keep them in watertight compartments. Students of Scripture are not agreed as to whether the distinction between spir it and soul in our passage is substantial or functional. Trichotomists hold to the former, dichotomists to the latter.



TEXT: 1 THESSALONIANS 5:19-22 TITLE: BE FREE … BE CAREFUL BIG IDEA: PROMOTE THE LIBERTY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WHILE EXERCISING CAREFUL DISCERNMENT



I. (:19-20) PROMOTE THE LIBERTY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT A. (:19) In General: “Do not quench the Spirit ” B. (:20) Specifically: “Do not despise prophetic utterances”



II. (:21-22) WHILE EXERCISING CAREFUL DISCERNMENT A. (:21a) Doctrinal Discernment “But examine everything carefully” Our doctrine has practical consequences; leads to our morality B. (:21b-22) Moral Discernment 1. Positively “hold fast to that which is good” 2. Negatively “Abstain from every form of evil.”



********** DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS: 1) Are cessationists (those who believe that the special sign gifts such as healing and prophecy and speaking in tongues were intended only for the early foundational period of the Church and are not part of God’s program for today) guilty of quenching the Spirit and despising prophetic utterances? 2) Do we examine doctrinal teaching ourselves and develop our own convictions before the Lord or do we rely on others to spoon feed us so that our dependence is on our spiritual leader? 3) What have we chosen to cling to as good? 4) What have we chosen to abstain from as evil?



********** QUOTES FOR REFLECTION: Life Application Bible Commentary: Checklist for Encouragers (5:11-23) :11 Build each other up. Point out to someone a quality you appreciate in him or her. :12



Respect leaders.



Look for ways to cooperate.



:13



Hold leaders in highest regard.



Hold back your next critical comment about those in positions of responsibility. Say thank you to your leaders for their efforts.



:13



Live in peace.



Search for ways to get along with others.



:14



Warn the idle.



Challenge someone to join you in a worthwhile project.



:14



Encourage the timid. By reminding them of God’s promises.



:14



Help the weak.



Support those who are weak by loving them and praying for them.



:14



Be patient.



Think of a situation that tries your patience, and plan ahead of time how you can stay calm.



:15



Resist revenge.



Instead of planning to get even with those who mistreat you, do good to them.



:16



Be joyful.



Remember that even in the midst of turmoil, God is in control



:17



Pray continually.



Talk to God – he is always with you.



:18



Give thanks.



Make a list of all the gifts God has given you, giving thanks to God for each one.



:19



Do not put out the Spirit’s fire.



Cooperate with the Spirit the next time he prompts you to participate in a Christian meeting.



:20



Do not treat prophecies with contempt.



Receive God’s Word from those who speak for him.



:22



Avoid every kind of evil.



Avoid situations where you will be drawn into temptation.



:23



Count on God’s constant help.



Realize that the Christian life is to be lived, not in your own strength, but through God’s power.



TEXT: 1 THESSALONIANS 5:23-28 TITLE: BENEDICTION / CLOSING REQUESTS BIG IDEA: (:23-24) BENEDICTION -- ANTICIPATION OF COMPLETE SANCTIFICATION I. (:23) DESIRE FOR COMPLETE SANCTIFICATION A. Agent -- God Himself = “the God of Peace” B. Scope -- "entirely" 1. spirit 2. soul 3. body C. Description 1. "sanctify" 2. "preserved" "complete" "without blame" D. Timeframe -- "at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ "



II. (:24) ASSURANCE OF COMPLETE SANCTIFICATION A. Based on the Faithfulness of God “Faithful is He who calls you” B. Based on the Sovereignty of God “and He also will bring it to pass”



(:25-28) CLOSING REQUESTS I. (:25) PRAY FOR THE MISSIONARY TEAM AND THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL “Brethren, pray for us.”



II. (:26) MAINTAIN CLOSE FELLOWSHIP (CONTEXT OF LOVE AND HOLINESS) “Greet all the brethren with a holy kiss.” Ryrie: For the kiss as a symbol of welcome in Jewish life see Luke 7:45; 22:48. As a symbol of Christian fellowship . . . Paul uses the phrase in Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 16:20; and 2 Cor. 13:12.



Hiebert: While defining its spirit, there is no indication that these words were intended to inaugurate a new Christian practice. The kiss upon the cheek was a common form of Oriental greeting among friends. The custom, common in nonchristian circles, was taken over by the Christian church, but purified and sanctified. It was exchanged among believers as they assembled for worship. Apparently at this time the sexes were segregated in the assembly and the men kissed the men and the women the women. The kiss was exchanged on the basis of brotherly love among members of one spiritual family.



III. (:27) COMMUNICATE THE TRUTH “I adjure you by the Lord to have this letter read to all the brethren.”



IV. (:28) GROW IN GRACE “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”



********** DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS: 1) How can we best have assurance regarding our ultimate entire sanctification? 2) What are some of the specific things you request of God for the missionaries you support? What would the Apostle Paul want people to request on his behalf? 3) Why would the church leaders have to give special effort to make sure that “all the brethren” heard the reading of this epistle? 4) Why did Paul make “God’s grace” the opening and closing emphasis? ********** QUOTES FOR REFLECTION: Piper: How can you have the assurance of salvation if holiness is necessary? Vast portions of the Christian church today in America seek assurance by making holiness of life unnecessary. If holiness of life is not necessary to get to heaven then an unholy person can have assurance that he will get there. They don't just deny that perfection is not required for entering heaven (which is true; we do not attain practical perfection in this life); but they go beyond that and say that no degree of obedience or holiness or purity or goodness or love or repentance or transformation is required for entering heaven. They say that if God required any measure of practical obedience or



holiness it would do three terrible things: 1) nullify grace and 2) contradict justification by faith alone and 3) destroy assurance. But that is not true. The Bible teaches that none of those things happen when the Biblical necessity for holy living is rightly understood. There is a glorious assurance in the Christian life! But it is not found by denying the demand for holiness. . . The human mind might reason like this: if some measure of holy living is required and if it cannot be precisely quantified--if you can't tell me exactly how much is necessary--then that requirement will always leave me unsure if I have enough. So any requirement for holiness or obedience at all destroys assurance. But this is simply not the reasoning of the Bible. The Bible shows abundantly that there is a "holiness without which we will not see the Lord" and we are told in Hebrews 12:14 to "pursue" it. But it does not imply that this destroys assurance. And the reason it doesn't is what today's sermon is about. Namely, God's commitment to sanctify us--to make us as holy as we need to be in this life--is as sure as his election and his predestination and his justification and his call. What gives us assurance in this matter is not primarily focusing on the measure of our holiness, but on the measure of God's faithfulness to do the sanctifying work he promises to do. There's the key. Hoke: Throughout the Old Testament, you find God setting things apart for His use — thus making them holy. The priests were set apart. The Tabernacle and all its utensils were set apart. When the Tabernacle was set apart the shekinah glory of God appeared between the cherubim inside the Holy of Holies and the cloud appeared outside. God was in it. The reality of His presence on of the inside appeared on the outside. So God also wants that to happen in our lives as well. You see, sanctification is a door into communion with God. God desires for our lives to be progressively more set apart to Him. This process means that He makes more of a difference in my life today than yesterday. I should be more yielded to Him. I should experience a greater awareness of His presence. My behavior should be impacted. Jesus should make more of a difference in how I live my life. And if those things are true, then I will experience a greater communion with God, a greater sense of His presence and power. Thomas: Re vs. 27 The third parting word is more than just a request. The formula “I charge you before the Lord” shows an unusual concern on Paul’ s part regarding the possibility of his letter’s urgency. He may have feared that the contents of the letter might be limited to those interested in a particular issue . . . Perhaps he was aware that some were already at work attributing wrong teaching to his name and authority (2 Thess 2:2) . . . Or he could have feared a breakdown in communications between the church’s leadership and some of the communicants within the church (4:11, 12; 5:12, 13) (Frame, p. 217). Very probably Paul sensed the far-reaching import of the teaching of the Epistle and its binding authority as part of a canon of Scripture (1 Cor 14:37). Whatever the case, this charge has implications of divine punishment for failure to comply. The first recipients



of the letter, probably the church leaders, were bound under oath “to have this letter read to all the brothers.”
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