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Tipu Jayanti observed across Karnataka amid tight security



Now, a spat over Mahatma Gandhi’s iconic glasses



Globalisation is irreversible: Chinese President Xi Jinping



Hardik Pandya rested for Test series against Sri Lanka
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CJI Misra asserts himself in SC amidst corruption storm



NEARBY



Key accused in Punjab killings held CHANDIGARH



The Punjab police on Friday said the key assailant in the targeted killings of RSS, Shiv Sena and Dera Sacha Sauda leaders has been arrested, taking the total number of suspects in the case to �ve. Hardeep Singh was arrested in the morning from Fatehgarh Sahib town. NORTH
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Overrules Justice Chelameswar’s order on Bench formation  Krishnadas Rajagopal NEW DELHI



Disapproving of a judicial or der  that  had  decided  the composition  of  a  Bench  for hearing a corruption case, a fivejudge  Constitution Bench,  headed  by  Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra, on Friday ruled that it is the prerogative  of  the  Chief Justice to decide what matter is heard by which judge.  The ruling nullifies an or der  passed  by  a  twojudge Bench  a  day  earlier,  direct ing  that  the  case  be  posted before  a  Bench  comprising the  five  seniormost  judges



on November 13. In his order, the CJI asser ted his role as “the master of the  roster”  in  order  to  pro tect the Supreme Court from “anarchy”,  at  the  end  of  a hearing marked by exchange of harsh words, heckling, ac



Jadhav will be permitted to meet his wife, says Pakistan



CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10 BHUSHAN STORMS OUT A PAGE 7



Rate in restaurants cut to 5%, will be applicable from Nov. 15 TCA Sharad Raghavan Guwahati



The Goods and Services Tax Council  on  Friday  sharply reduced to just 50 the num ber  of  items  in  the  highest tax  rate  of  28%.  At  its  23rd meeting  in  Guwahati, chaired  by  Union  Finance Minister  Arun  Jaitley,  the Council  also  staggered  the return  filing  process,  re duced  the  tax  rates  on  res taurants  and  expanded  the Composition  Scheme  for small firms. Tax  experts  termed  the Council’s decisions — virtu ally  upending  the  original GST structure — as a bold de cision  ahead  of  the  Gujarat elections. The decisions are expected  to  win  over  busi nesses  struggling  to  cope with  the  transition  to  the new indirect tax system. 
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Battle royale



The  Council  decided  to reduce the tax rate on 178 of current 228 items from 28% to  18%,  with  effect  from November 15. Items with tax rates reduced to nil from 5% include  guar  meal,  sweet potatoes,  and  dried  or frozen fish. “All restaurants will  be  taxed  at  5%,  except



Mubashir Zaidi Karachi



Kulbhushan Jadhav grounds. A Note Verbale has been sent to the Indian High Commission  in  Islamabad, today,” a foreign office state ment said.  Pakistan has consistently denied  India’s  requests  for consular  access  to  Mr.  Jha dav.  Mr.  Jadhav  was  arrested



by  Pakistani  law  enforce ment  agencies  on  March  3, 2016,  after  he  allegedly crossed over from Iran.  In  his  video  confession, which  was  released  by  Is lamabad,  he  stated  that  he was  tasked  by  the  RAW  to plan and organise espionage and terrorist activities aimed at destabilising Pakistan. He was sentenced to death by a military court.  On India’s appeal, the In ternational  Court  of  Justice stayed  the  sentence  in  May this year. BSF RAISES CONCERNS WITH PAKISTAN RANGERS A PAGE 10



NEW DELHI



The Supreme Court on Fri day declined to stay the re lease  of  the  period  drama Padmavati, saying the apex court  should  not  intervene when the Censor Board has not even certified the film. Earlier,  the  Allahabad High Court also declined to entertain  a  plea  seeking  a ban on the Bollywood film. The  Sanjay  Leela Bhansalidirected  movie  is due  for  release  on  Decem ber 1.  Batting for kids: Belgium Queen Mathilde playing a shot as her husband King Philippe watches during an interaction with children organised by UNICEF at Oval Maidan in Mumbai on Friday. Cricketer Virender Sehwag keeps wickets.  ARUNANGSU ROY CHOWDHURY *



those in hotels with a tariff of  �7,500  or  more,  which will be taxed at 18% with in put tax credit (ITC). Outdoor catering will be taxed at 18% with ITC,” Mr. Jaitley said. CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10 NON-BJP REGIMES FORCED THE REVISION: CONGRESS A PAGE 10



SC refuses to stay Padmavati release Legal Correspondent



Islamabad cites humanitarian grounds for nod Pakistan on Friday offered to let  Kulbhushan  Jadhav,  the former  Indian  naval  officer convicted by a military court for alleged espionage, meet his  wife  on  humanitarian grounds.  “The  Government  of Pakistan  has  decided  to  ar range  a  meeting  of  Com mander Kulbhushan Jhadev with  his  wife,  in  Pakistan, purely  on  humanitarian



cusations  of  browbeating judges  and  forumshopping and repeated warnings of ac tion for contempt of court. The matter concerns two petitions seeking a probe by a special investigation team (SIT) into allegations of cor



ruption  contained  in  a  first information  report  re gistered  by  the  CBI  last September.  The FIR alleged that a plot was  hatched  by  some,  in cluding  a  former  Orissa  HC judge and a hawala dealer, to bribe SC judges hearing the case  of  a  debarred  private medical college.  Chief  Justice  Misra  was leading the Bench that heard and decided the case of the medical college. The petitio ns, filed by advocate Kamini Jaiswal  and  NGO  Campaign for  Judicial  Accountability and  Reforms,  said  Chief Justice  Misra  should  not  be part  of  any  proceedings, either administrative or judi cial, in the case. 



GST slashed on 178 items ahead of Gujarat elections



Huge relief The court’s decision to not intervene comes as a big re



lief  for  the  filmmakers  in the  aftermath  of  a  mob  at tack in Jaipur and a vandal ism  incident  in  Kolhapur during  the  shooting  of  the film. “Has the film been placed before  the  Censor  Board? Has the Censor Board certi fied  the  film?”  a  Bench  led by  Chief  Justice  of  India Dipak Misra asked. When  informed  that  the Central Board of Film Certi fication  was  yet  to  certify the  movie,  the  Bench  said, “This court should not exer cise  its  writ  jurisdiction  in such a situation.” CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10



Govt. o�ers free bus rides during oddeven scheme  Move to cost Delhi Transport Corporation over �9 crore; 500 additional buses to ply on the roads Staff Reporter New Delhi



The  Aam  Aadmi  Party  gov ernment  on  Friday  an nounced  free  bus  rides aboard  its  Delhi  Transport Corporation  fleet  from November 13 to 17, the pro posed dates of oddeven car rationing  scheme,  even  as the National Green Tribunal questioned the rationale be hind  implementing  the measure  next  week  when pollution levels are likely to reduce considerably. While  refusing  to  com ment on the NGT’s directive since it was sub judice — the hearing remained inconclus ive and will continue on Sat urday — the government an



nounced  that  it  will  allow free travel to commuters in all  DTC  and  cluster  buses between  November  13  and November 17, in a bid to pro mote  the  use  of  public transport. “To  encourage  use  of public  transport  during OddEven,  Delhi  govt  to  al low  free  travel  for  com muters  in  all  DTC  and Cluster  buses  from  1317 November,” Transport Min ister Kailash Gahlot tweeted.



Load on DTC The free rides are expected to  cause  a  loss  of  around �9.5  crore  to  the  cash strapped public transporter, said  sources.  According  to



Free rides from Nov. 13 to 17 latest  data  from  June  this year,  the  DTC,  which  has  a fleet of nearly 4,000 buses, carries  about  2.8  million passengers  daily  and  earns around �1.88 crore per day. A CAG report pegged the



DTC’s losses in 20142015 at �2,917.75  crore,  the  highest in the previous five financial years. In fact, from 2010 to 2015, the DTC was noted to have  accumulated  losses  to the tune of �11,962.09 crore. The  government’s  de cision  of  free  bus  rides  is subject  to  the  NGT’s  final call  on  the  oddeven scheme.  The  green  panel  has asked the Delhi government not  to  implement  the scheme  unless  it  is  estab lished  that  the  measure  is not counterproductive, and has  also  asked  it  to  give  an undertaking  that  it  will  roll out  the  scheme  only  when particulate matter 2.5 is over
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Now, sweet tweets for Swiss couple U.P. police come up with a booklet of messages for the battered tourists Omar Rashid LUCKNOW



The tour of Fatehpur Sikri did not go as per plan for Quentin Jeremy Clerc and his partner Marie Droz. But the Uttar Pradesh police hope to mitigate some of the bitterness by gifting them a compilation of sympathetic messages from social media.  DirectorGeneral of Police Sulkhan Singh on Friday released the 80page booklet as a farewell gesture. Mr. Clerc and Ms. Droz had been attacked by some youths near a rail track at Fatehpur Sikri in Agra on October 22. The Swiss couple were first stalked and harassed before being brutally assaulted with stones and sticks. While Mr. Clerc suffered a fractured skull, Ms. Droz got a broken arm and many bruises. The incident triggered widespread outrage. After facing heavy CM YK



Getting social: U.P. DGP Sulkhan Singh, centre, with the ‘Get well soon’ booklet in Lucknow on Friday.  SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



criticism, the police invited people to send “get well soon” tweets to the couple with the hashtag GWSMarieandJeremy.  Police spokesperson Rahul Srivastava said the police received 600700 tweets in response. “We



chose the better ones for the booklet,” he said. The tweets comprised getwellsoon messages, apologies, criticism of the system, and invitations to homes during their next visit. Among the tweets in the booklet, one read: “You both



are God for us. Atithi Devo Bhav[a].” Another said: “Our country has great warmth and a few lumpen elements should not give a false image (sic).”  “This shameful incident awaked our system…” said another. The police had planned to hand over the booklet to the couple. But they could not do so as they had already left for Switzerland.  Mr. Srivastava told The Hindu that the Ministry of External Affairs assured him that a copy would be sent to them.  A copy would also be gifted to External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj.  Senior Superintendent of Police, Agra, Amit Pathak and Mr. Srivastava gifted copies of the booklet to Tamara Mona, Deputy Head of Mission, Swiss Embassy, and MEA spokesperson Raveesh Kumar in Delhi.



300  micrograms  per  cubic metre. Meanwhile,  the  DTC  will operate  500  additional buses under its ‘Paryavaran Seva’,  with  half  their  seats reserved for women, during the five days of the proposed oddeven scheme. “500  private  buses (Paryavaran  Bus  Seva)  are being  arranged  on  hire basis. Half of the seats, to left of the driver, in these buses will be reserved for women. Marshals  will  also  be  de ployed  on  the  buses,” Aradhna, DTC deputy chief general manager (public re lations), said in a statement. MORE REPORTS ON A DELHI METRO PAGES 1 & 2



Ryan school conductor seeks bail Special correspondent GURUGRAM



Two days after the CBI ap prehended  a  juvenile  in connection  with  the murder of a sevenyearold fellow student of Ryan In ternational  School  here, the  counsel  for  the  bus conductor earlier arrested in connection with the case moved a bail plea at a local court here on Friday. The plea will be heard at the court of Additional Dis trict and Sessions Judge Ra jni Yadav on November 16. Moving the bail applica tion,  accused  Ashok  Ku mar's counsel Mohit Verma argued  that  the  CBI  had given a “clean chit” to his client with the arrest of the juvenile. “We will put forth the arguments in case the public prosecutor opposes it,” said Mr. Verma.  Mr.  Kumar's  father Amichand was also present in the court.
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After pests, rain pain for Odisha farmers



Mamata remembers Nandigram’s ‘martyrs’



Govt. issues advisories to harvest paddy immediately



Kolkata



Press Trust of India



Staff Reporter BHUBANESWAR



The  Odisha  government  on Friday  issued  advisories  to farmers asking them to har vest  ripen  paddy  immedi ately as heavy rain was pre dicted due to a lowpressure area brewing over the Bay of Bengal. “A  lowpressure  area  has formed  over  the  southwest Bay  of  Bengal  and  neigh bourhood on Friday. The as sociated  upper  air  cyclonic circulation extends up to 5.8 km  above  mean  sea  level,” said IMD’s Odisha branch is suing bulletin here. In a letter to all Collectors, the  State  government warned that rain is likely to commence  from  November 13. “Light to moderate rain is predicted  at  a  few  places, while heavy rainfall is likely at  one  or  two  places  over south  Odisha  districts  on DELHI



Timings



Saturday, November 11



RISE 06:40 SET 17:30 RISE 00:00 SET 13:18 Sunday, November 12



RISE 06:41 SET 17:29 RISE 00:46 SET 14:00 Monday, November 13



RISE 06:42 SET 17:29 RISE 01:45 SET 14:38



November  14,”  the  letter read. As many as 17 Odisha dis tricts, including Ganjam, Ga japati,  Puri,  Khordha,  Jag atsinghpur,  Kendrapara, Cuttack,  Bhadrak,  Balasore and Mayurbhanj, will experi ence  rain  between  Novem ber  15  and  18  due  to  move ment of lowpressure system close to the coast.



Safe storage “Farmer  should  shift  their harvested  paddy  to  safe places and keep it properly stacked under suitable cover so as to avoid any loss due to rain,”  said  Maheswar  Mo hanty,  State  Revenue  and Disaster Management Minis ter,  after  chairing  a  pre paredness meeting here. Steps should also be taken to provide safe storage facil ity  at  paddy  procurement



centres,  the  Minister instructed. Fresh  spell  of  rain  could spell  trouble  for  Odisha farmers  who  have  already suffered  massive  crop  loss due to low rainfall and sub sequent pest attack.  While over 3.15 lakh hec tares of kharif crop, spread over 70 blocks in 15 of the 30 districts,  were  affected  by drought,  brown  planthop pers  sucked  sap  paddy plants in 1,28,319 hectares of cropped  area  in  8,092  vil lages in 24 districts. “We have a bumper crop this  year.  If  untimely  rain happens,  the  readytohar vest  paddy  crop  will  defin itely  be  affected.  We  are keeping our fingers crossed and  praying  that  the  rain does  not  affect  us,”  said Jatadhari  Rout,  a  farmer  in Jagatsinghpur.



West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata  Banerjee  on  Fri day  remembered  those who  had  died  because  of what she said the “violent politics of the CPI(M)”. On Nandigram Divas on Friday, she accused the CPI (M) of unleashing ‘barbaric attacks’  on  the  people  of Nandigram in East Midna pore district in 2007. “Today is Nandigram Di vas.  The  memories  of  the barbaric attacks unleashed by  the  CPI(M)  in  Nandi gram  are  still  fresh  in  my mind,” Ms. Banerjee wrote on her Twitter handle. Since 2012, the TMC has been observing the day as ‘Nandigram  Divas’  every year.  “Today  I  remember those  martyrs  of  Nandi gram, Singur, Netai, Nanur, Keshpur and those who be came victims of the violent politics of the CPI(M).” 



Arunachal govt. erects statue to honour Bhupen Hazarika 10-foot statue would be unveiled in early 2018 Press Trust of India Itanagar



The Arunachal Pradesh gov ernment  has  erected  a statue  of  legendary  music composer  and  singer  Bhu pen Hazarika at Bolung vil lage in Dibang Valley district of the State. The  tenfoot  bronze statue,  sculpted  by  Biren Singh of Guwahati, was erec ted in the village this year. It would be formally unveiled in the early part of 2018, an official said. “The  State  government had  allocated  �30  lakh  for the statue in 2015 as a trib ute to the legendary singer. Bhupen  da  is  more  an  Ar



Bhupen Hazarika



*



unachalee  than  an  As samese,”  Director  of  Re search  Department  Batem Pertin said. Bolung village is adjacent to  Assam’s  Sadiya  area where his parents lived. He was often carried to the vil lage by his elders. Later as a



boy  he  also  moved  around the village frequently, an of ficial said. Mr.  Pertin  said  that  the government  in  201617  also allocated �70 lakh for erec tion  of  two  statues  of  Haz arika  at  Yazali  in  Lower Subansiri  district  and Itanagar. Mr.  Pertin,  also  the  gen eral secretary of the A.P. Lit erary Society, said that due to persuasion of the society, the  government  approved the  Bolung  project.  “The land  was  donated  by  the sons  of  former  MLA  of  Ar unachal Pradesh Provisional Legislative  Assembly  Gora Pertin,” Mr. Pertin said.
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IN BRIEF



Key accused in Punjab targeted killings arrested



Punjab orders removal of encroachers from forestland Special Correspondent Chandigarh



‘Raje govt. responsible for a stay on Bill’



Role of the Khalistan Liberation Force in the conspiracy being investigated: DGP SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT



JAIPUR



BJP MLA Ghanshyam Tiwari on Friday held the Vasundhara Raje government responsible for the High Court stay on the Rajasthan Backward Class Bill. The Rajasthan High Court had on Thursday stayed the Bill, passed in the Assembly last month, to raise the reservation for OBCs from 21% to 26% to grant a 5 % quota to Gujjars and other communities. PTI



Major rail accident averted in Jharkhand JAMSHEDPUR



A major accident was on Friday averted when a keyman stopped the TatanagarItwari passenger train between Rajkharswan and Barabambo stations after he spotted a fracture on the track. PTI



Masked men assault AMU Pro V-C’s guards



CHANDIGARH



The Punjab police on Friday said the key assailant in the targeted killings of RSS, Shiv Sena and Dera Sacha Sauda leaders has been arrested, taking the total number of suspects in the case to five. Hardeep Singh was arrested in the morning from Fatehgarh Sahib town. Director General of Police Suresh Arora said the police have also traced the handlers of the suspects, who were part of a larger conspiracy hatched by Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence. “The role of the Khalistan Liberation Force in the conspiracy is also being investigated. Though it is too early to share details since the investigations are still at a preliminary stage, funding of the module from foreign sources



Punjab DGP Suresh Arora with other o�cers during a press conference after the police arrested the main assailant in the targeted killings, in Ludhiana on Friday.  PTI *



had been confirmed,” he said. Mr. Arora said Hardeep Singh, a resident of village Majri Kihnewali in Fategharh Sahib, who reportedly collaborated with Ramandeep Singh, a resident of Chuhar-



wal in Ludhiana, to execute the murders, using a motorcycle in each case. “While Ramandeep was nabbed on Wednesday, Hardeep Singh was arrested this morning [Friday] from Fatehgarh Sahib town,” he



said, adding that three other accused arrested earlier had been identified as Jimmy Singh, a Jammu resident; Jagtar Singh Johal alias Jaggi, a UK national; and Dharmender alias Guggni, from Meharban in Ludhiana. “With these arrests, apart from the killing of seven leaders, the police have also unravelled the mystery behind the two attacks on RSS shakhas and firing on Amit Arora, a Ludhiana-based Hindu leader. Five incidents of targeted killings took place between April 2016 and February 2017, while two took place in July and October 2017,” he added. Mr. Arora said the modus operandi of the accused was to select RSS leaders (soft targets) for causing communal disharmony in Punjab.



In a bid to check the activities of “mafia” operating from the forestland in the State, the Punjab government has ordered the removal of encroachments on the land belonging to the Forest Department. Punjab’s Forest and Wildlife Preservation Minister Sadhu Singh Dharamsot on Friday issued directions in this regard during a highlevel meeting with the Forest Department officials. “The process of removing illegal encroachments would



start from the 35 acres of land at Mattewara in Ludhiana,” he said, adding that the government is committed to root out the menace of corruption, “mafia” and illegal activities in the State. Mr. Dharamsot said that a total of 2,185 acres of land falls under the jurisdiction of the Forest Department. “Illegal encroachments on 80 acres of land at Gorsian Khan Muhammad and 147 acres at Kot Umra in Ludhiana have come to light,” he said, adding that those encroaching upon the land illegally would be severely



dealt with. He instructed the officials to begin the process of demarcating, establishing pillars and barbed wire fencing to remove encroachments. Mr. Dharamsot also directed the departmental officers to display wildlife rules and complaints at the border of the forest areas, besides displaying slogans for the purpose of preserving forest and tree plantation at special places. He also ordered the sale of forest wood lying waste in various depots through a transparent process.



HC seeks details on steps for education of kids with disabilities



Press trust of India Aligarh



Over a dozen masked men barged into the compound of the Aligarh Muslim University Pro Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Tabassum Shahaab, and allegedly assaulted security personnel deployed there, the police said on Friday. The incident took place on Thursday night when the masked men entered the compound, allegedly assaulted security personnel and smashed window panes but could not enter the house. After hurling abuses at the guards, they escaped before the police arrived on the scene. The incident came hours after the university had suspended two students.



Fill up all vacancies of special teachers, Rajasthan told Special Correspondent JAIPUR



The Rajasthan High Court has asked the State government about steps taken for education and skill development of children with disabilities as well as the action for promoting avenues for their self-employment after completion of education. The court drew the government's attention to legal provisions for “inclusive education”. In an interim order passed in a public interest litigation last week, a Division Bench of the High Court’s principal seat in Jodhpur said while it deemed education import-



ant, it also expected the government to fill up all vacancies of special teachers for such children before the next date of hearing.



Special training The PIL, moved by Bhiyaram Meghwal, father of a child with disability, said the State government was not taking adequate steps to have a system of teaching and learning suitably to meet the needs of different types of students with disabilities. The law provides for appointment of teachers with special training to teach such students. The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016,



contains a chapter with directions for specific measures to promote and facilitate inclusive education. The Bench, comprising Justices Govind Mathur and V.K. Mathur, said the government was supposed to appoint special teachers even under the previous Act of 1995. The High Court posted the matter for further hearing on January 2, 2018, while asking the State government to clarify why it was utilising the services of special teachers in general schools, even though they were required to be posted in the institutions meant for the persons suffering from disabilities.
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Creating awareness



For clean air: Residents distributing antipollution masks as they protest against stubble burning at Paras Ram Nagar in Bathinda on Friday.  PTI *



President’s kin fails to get BJP ticket, to contest as Independent Press Trust of India Lucknow



Failing to get a Bharatiya Janata Party ticket for the local body elections, President Ram Nath Kovind’s niece-in-law has filed her nomination as an Independent from Jhinjhak in Uttar Pradesh’s Kanpur Dehat district. Deepa Kovind was keen on contesting for the post of



CM YK



chairperson of the Jhinjhak Nagar Palika Parishad but did not find favour with the party’s local unit, members of her family said. Ms. Deepa is the wife of the President’s nephew, Pankaj, son of his elder brother and lives in Jhinjhak. The local BJP unit, which chose another woman for the seat, said it will try and



accommodate her in the party organisation. “Deepa Kovind had sought a ticket for the Jhinjhak Nagar Palika Parishad chairman’s post. But a survey at the local level found that another woman, Sarojani Devi, enjoyed the support of the people and she was given the ticket,” said Rahuldev, Kanpur Dehat unit president of the party.
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IN BRIEF



BJP should have learnt a lesson Angry Bhushan storms out of court after spat with CJI from Kovind: Siddaramaiah



In tweet, he alleges con�ict of interest in Misra hearing case



3 transport corporations mortgage buses, depots MADURAI



Accuses the Opposition of trying to disrupt communal harmony for political gain  Special Correspondent Bengaluru



Three of the eight Tamil Nadu State Transport Corporations have accumulated liabilities to the tune of �2,452.58 crore by way of having mortgaged not just their buses, but also land and buildings including depots, according to TNSTC officials. 



Develop disadvantaged villages: Yogi to officials LUCKNOW



Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has instructed officials to prepare an action plan to ensure development in some of the most backward villages of the State. Across the State, 1,500 such villages have been identified for the project.



Children asked to clean toilet with utensils DAMOH



Students of a government run primary school at a village in Madhya Pradesh were allegedly made to clean a toilet using their midday meal utensils, prompting the district authorities to order an inquiry into the incident. The school staff has, however, denied the allegation. PTI



Using  the  Tipu  Jayanti  plat form to criticise the top BJP leadership  in  Karnataka, Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on  Friday  accused  them  of trying to disrupt communal harmony to gain in the com ing Assembly elections. Speaking at a function at the Vidhana Soudha here, he said:  “Leaders  who  had praised Tipu in the past are today criticising him because elections are approaching. Is it  fair  to  criticise  Tipu  for votes?”  Continuing  his  tirade,  he said: “Leader of the Opposi tion  Jagadish  Shettar,  while being the Chief Minister, had eulogised Tipu in the preface for  a  book  on  Tipu  written by historian Sheikh Ali. BJP president  and  former  Chief Minister  B.S.  Yeddyurappa, while  leading  the  KJP,  had praised  Tipu.  The  former



KOLKATA



The controversy regarding efforts to revive a ‘goshala’ (cow shelter) at the Visva Bharati University is refusing to die down, with the faculty association writing to Prime Minister Narendra Modi against the project. Mr. Modi is expected to visit the Central University for its convocation ceremony.



*



Deputy  Chief  Minister  R. Ashok  and  Union  Minister D.V.  Sadananda  Gowda  had all praised Tipu. Today, they are inciting hatred and com munal feeling of people.”  He  said  these  leaders should  have  changed  their mindset after at least hearing President Ram Nath Kovind praising  Tipu  as  a  tall  free



dom  fighter.  “Instead,  they stooped to accuse us of writ ing  his  [the  President’s] speech,” he added. 



BJP leaders participate In  contrast  to  the  BJP’s strong  opposition  to  the Statesponsored Tipu Jayanti celebrations  in  Karnataka, one of its MLAs, former Min



20 detained The  Kalaburagi  police  de tained around 20 activists of the  BJP  and  the  VHP  who staged a protest against the State government’s decision to  celebrate  Tipu  Jayanti here on Friday. 



Sasikala’s family was under IT scanner  Suspects were tracked before raids; searches continue  S Vijay Kumar Sangeetha Kandavel Chennai



Visva Bharati faculty association writes to PM



Homage to a hero: Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah led the tributes at the Tipu Jayanti celebrations in Bengaluru on Friday.  V SREENIVASA MURTHY



ister B.S. Anand Singh, parti cipated in the celebrations at Hosapete  on  Friday  and  as serted that it was “not fair to raise  a  controversy”  over things  that  may  have happened in the past under various rulers.  The BJP disciplinary com mittee responded by issuing a show  cause  notice  to  Mr. Anand Singh for defying the party’s  order  on  participa tion  in  the  celebrations.  He has  been  asked  to  reply  to the notice within a week. In  Ballari  city,  local  BJP leaders in Cowl Bazaar local ity  celebrated  the  Tipu  Jay anti in front of the BJP office. 



The Income Tax Department on  Friday  continued  its biggest  ever  crackdown  in Tamil Nadu on suspected tax evasion  by  V.K.  Sasikala, jailed  former  aide  of  late Chief  Minister  Jayalalithaa, and  her  family  members  in different  parts  amidst  isol ated  protests  at  a  few  loca tions by groups of persons in Chennai and Mannargudi.  The searches at many loc ations,  including  the  house



of  Jaya  TV  honcho  Vivek, who  is  the  son  of  Ilavarasi, Sasikala’s  sisterinlaw,  and the properties of her brother Dhivakaran, are expected to continue on Saturday.



‘No political reasons’ Reiterating that the searches were  not  instigated  by  the Central  government  for political reasons, senior offi cials of the Income Tax De partment said that activities of  dozens  of  suspects  were put  under  surveillance  be fore  the  massive  searches



were  launched  in  different States. The officials said they did their home work by gath ering documents pertaining to  major  financial  transac tions and tax returns.  The  sources  said  efforts were on to locate a specific input that the family had ac cumulated huge quantities of gold ingots immediately after the  demonetisation  policy was  announced  on  Novem ber  8  last  year.  There  was also an input that huge cash (old  currency)  was  ex changed and transported to



an undisclosed destination.  The  activities  of  some family members came under the  radar  days  ahead  of former  CM  Jayalalithaa’s death  amidst  rumours  of hectic activity in the sprawl ing  Siruthavoor  farmhouse in  Kancheepuram  district even  as  Jayalalithaa  was  in the  ICU  of  Apollo  Hospital, the sources said. On Friday, IT officials con tinued with their “Operation Clean Money” at more than 150  locations  across  the State. 



Striking doctors get a taste of their medicine Kota milkmen stop supply to medical sta� citing hardships after they went on inde�nite leave Special Correspondent JAIPUR



Doctors of government hos pitals in Rajasthan, who have gone  on  an  indefinite  leave since Monday, had a taste of their  own  medicine  on  Fri day  when  the  milkmen stopped  supplies  to  their homes  at  Kota,  the  biggest city in the Hadoti region. At its general body meet



ing,  the  Kota  Private  Dairy Federation  decided  that  no milk  be  supplied  to  the homes of the doctors, nurs ing employees and paramed ical staff because of the “im mense  hardship”  caused  to the people by their strike. 



Plight of the poor “When the seasonal diseases have  broken  out,  the  strike



should  have  been  the  last thing  on  the  minds  of  the doctors.  Poor  patients  have nowhere  to  go,”  federation president  Umardeen  Rizvi told  The Hindu.  Over  300 private  dairies  in  Kota  have asked  milkmen  to  stop deliveries. Mr.  Rizvi  said:  “By  stop ping  the  supplies,  we  have highlighted the people’s an



ger  with  the  doctors.  We hope  they  will  see  reason and return to work.” The State government in voked  the  Rajasthan  Essen tial Services Maintenance Act on Friday, making the strike unlawful.  It  raided  the homes of over 12 doctors in Jaipur. After  the  police  detained Rajasthan  Medical  Council



Registrar Jagdish Modi, who is  also  the  convenor  of  the InService  Doctors’  Associ ation,  Health  Minister  Kali Charan  Saraf  gave  the  doc tors an ultimatum to return to duty.  Over  8,000  doctors  have started  the  protest  to  press 33 demands, including form ation of a separate cadre and grade pay benefit.



Krishnadas Rajagopal NEW DELHI



“You are the lords and mas ters of the country. You can pass any orders,” shouted an enraged  advocate  Prashant Bhushan  to  a  fivejudge Bench led by Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra. In a highvoltage hearing, Mr.  Bhushan  and  advocate Kamini Jaiswal found them selves outnumbered by law yers urging the Bench to ini tiate  contempt  of  court proceedings  against  them and senior advocate Dushy ant Dave. The  scheduling  of  the Constitution Bench hearing itself  had  caught  many  by surprise. It concerned a cor ruption case being investig ated by the CBI.  The FIR alleges that a con spiracy was hatched to bribe Supreme Court judges to in fluence  the  outcome  of  a medical  college  case.  The case  in  question  was  heard and decided by Chief Justice Misra. During the hearing, Chief Justice Misra challenged Mr. Bhushan  to  read  from  the FIR  the  part  which  directly mentioned his involvement. When Mr. Bhushan read out a paragraph,  Chief  Justice



Prashant Bhushan Misra  observed:  “Mr. Bhushan,  I  am  really  sorry but  now  you  are  liable  for contempt.  But  you  are  not worthy of even contempt.” Justice Arun Mishra asked Mr. Bhushan to take back his words against the CJI. Lawyers  present  in  the courtroom,  some  by  the Chief Justice’s invitation and others  on  their  own,  took turns  to  criticise  Mr. Bhushan and urge the Bench to  initiate  contempt  pro ceedings.  Mr. Bhushan, in his turn, loudly questioned the “pro priety”  of  the  hearing  and repeatedly asked for an op portunity  to  make  his  sub missions as petitioner. At one point, Chief Justice Misra addressed him, saying



“you  made  wild  allegations against me. You can afford to lose  your  temper,  but  we cannot  lose  our  temper. That  is  the  beauty  of  this system.” Finally, Mr. Bhushan, who was constantly interrupted, lost his cool. He shouted at the court, pointing his finger at the Bench, saying “if you want to pass orders without hearing  me,  please  pass whatever  order  you  want”. He then stormed out of the courtroom.  Security  personnel  and his colleagues escorted him through  the  crowded courtroom,  amid  loud protests from some lawyers. “He  (Mr.  Bhushan)  was not allowed to make his sub missions  while  all  and  sun dry in this courtroom were given a chance,” Ms. Jaiswal told the Bench. Later  Mr.  Bhushan tweeted:  “Extraordinary proceedings in SC today in a case  seeking  SIT  investiga tion  in  medical  college bribery  case  involving  the CJI! CJI presided over a hand picked  bench  to  override yesterday’s  order  referring this  case  to  top  5  judges; This despite having a direct conflict of interest.”



Anyone, however high, is subject to rule of law: judge Bench, however, declines plea to exclude CJI from hearing  legal correspondent NEW DELHI



“Anybody  and  everybody, however high, has to be sub ject to the rule of law... We as judges have a duty to pro tect  the  rule  of  law  and justice,” Justice A.K. Sikri or ally observed on Friday. Justice Sikri’s observation came on a day replete with high  drama  over  a  corrup tion  case  involving  an  al leged conspiracy to bribe Su preme Court judges hearing a medical college case. The  twojudge  Bench  of Justices  Sikri  and  Ashok Bhushan was hearing a peti tion  filed  by  the  Campaign for  Judicial  Accountability and Reforms (CJAR), repres ented by advocate Prashant Bhushan,  to  transfer  the



Justice A.K. Sikri case from the CBI to a Spe cial Investigation Team for a fair probe. Mr.  Bhushan  even  made an  allegation  that  the  CBI’s FIR “is squarely directed at the Chief Justice of India”. “No doubt there has to be a proper  and  thorough  in



vestigation,”  Justice  Sikri observed. Though  Mr.  Bhushan pleaded that the CJI should not  be  part  of  any  Bench hearing the petition, Justice Sikri's Bench ordered the pe tition to be placed before the CJI for “passing appropriate order for listing this matter”. Justice  Sikri’s  Bench  even impleaded  the  Supreme Court Bar Association. On November 9, another twojudge  Bench  led  by Justice  Jasti  Chelameswar had  ordered  a  Constitution Bench  to  be  set  up  to  hear Ms. Jaiswal's petition which is identical with the CJAR pe tition.  Ms.  Jaiswal  had  al leged that the case involved the  highest  echelons  of  the judiciary. 



Protest over prize for ‘vegetarian’ students  Shoumojit Banerjee Pune



A circular  issued  by  the Savitribai  Phule  Pune  Uni versity  (SPPU)  on  a  gold medal to be awarded only to students who are strictly ve getarian and without “addic tions”  or  “bad  habits”  has kicked up a storm of contro versy  among  students  and social  outfits,  who  have termed the prize downright



“discriminatory”  and “deeply regressive”. The notification, issued by the university on October 31, has  called  for  ‘eligible’  stu dents  across  colleges  affili ated to the SPPU to apply for the gold medal till November 15.  The medal is named after Ramchandra  Gopal  Shelar, also known as Shelar Mama, a centurion who was ostens



ibly a noted kirtan singer, a yoga  exponent  steeped  in spirituality  and  the  tradi tions of the Hindu religion.  According  to  sources,  a cash  prize  of  �1  lakh  is presented  to  the  deserving candidate  along  with  the medal. The prize is given al ternately each year to a stu dent  from  the  science  and humanities field. Protests  were  witnessed



on  the  university  premises, with  a  number  of  students burning copies of the contro versial notification. “The  conditions  stipu lated are not merely bizarre or laughable, but downright offensive  and  discriminat ory. They have nothing to do with a student’s merit or aca demic  excellence,”  said Kuldeep Ambekar, a student from the Ranade Institute.



Centre approves creation of National Testing Agency It will begin by conducting exams managed by the CBSE  Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



The Union Cabinet on Friday approved  the  creation  of  a National  Testing  Agency (NTA)  to  conduct  entrance examinations for higher edu cational institutions. Its  creation  will  relieve the Central Board of Second ary  Education  (CBSE)  – which  conducts  exams  like the National Eligibiltycum Entrance  Test  –  and  the  All India  Council  for  Technical Education  of  the  burden  of conducting entrance tests. The Hindu had first repor ted  on  December  13,  2016, about  the  Centre's  move  to set up the NTA. “The  Union  Cabinet chaired  by  Prime  Minister Shri Narendra Modi has ap proved the creation of a Na tional Testing Agency (NTA) as a Society registered under the Indian Society Registra tion  Act,  1860,  and  as  an autonomous  and  selfsus tained  premier  testing  or ganization  to  conduct  en CM YK



The move will reduce CBSE’s burden of conducting entrance examinations trance  examinations  for higher  educational  institu tions,” said a press release. The  NTA  will  begin  by conducting exams managed by  the  CBSE  and  gradually conduct other examinations too.  “The  entrance  examina tions  will  be  conducted  in online mode at least twice a year,  thereby  giving  ad equate  opportunity  to  can didates  to  bring  out  their best,” the release added. “In



order  to  serve  the  require ments of the rural students, it would locate the centres at subdistrict/district level and as far as possible would un dertake handson training to the students.” The  NTA  will  be  chaired by an eminent educationist appointed by the Ministry of Human  Resource  Develop ment. There will be a Board of  Governors  comprising members  from  user institutions. The  Centre  will  give  an initial  grant  of  �25crore  to the  NTA  to  start  its  opera tions in the first year. There after,  it  will  be selfsustaining. “Establishment  of  NTA will  benefit  about  40  lakh students  appearing  in  vari ous entrance examinations. It will... also bring in high re liability,  standardized  diffi culty level for assessing the aptitude,  intelligence  and problem  solving  abilities  of the  students,”  the  release said.
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Turmoil in the Brexit club Priti Patel’s exit from the Theresa May Cabinet could signal greater instability ahead stepped down, British Prime Min ister Theresa May said her decision was “right”.



American shale producers are likely to contain any sustained rally in global oil prices



Record turnout But the Congress and BJP let down Himachal voters with excessively personal campaigns



H



imachal Pradesh turned out in record numbers for  the  Assembly  elections  held  on  Thursday, with 74.6% of the electorate casting their votes. This  provisional  estimate  may  be  revised  a  little  up wards  or  downwards,  but  as  of  now  it  is  marginally higher  than  the  previous  high  of  74.5%  in  the  2003 polls. Preliminary �gures showed uniform voting close to the same mark across districts, with Kullu district re gistering the highest turnout of nearly 78%. Such a high level  of  polling  is  a  trend  that  has  been  seen  in  most States in India since 2010. This is an a�rmation of the work  done  by  the  Election  Commission  in  updating electoral rolls, easing the process of voting with the use of electronic voting machines and photo identity cards, besides  seeking  to  educate  more  voters  about  the polling  process  through  enrolment  initiatives.  Hi machal  Pradesh,  in  any  case,  has  always  had  robust voter participation, with much higher turnouts relative to other north Indian States. It is ranked second in the Human Development Index in the country, and a high HDI has correlated well with increased electoral parti cipation in a State, as seen in Kerala and Tamil Nadu as well. As for psephological readings, traditionally higher levels of polling in a State had been seen to indicate an antiincumbency  mood  —  but  that  correlation  has broken  in  recent  years,  with  turnouts  of  more  than 90%, for example, in Tripura returning the incumbent government. How it plays out in Himachal Pradesh this year will be known on counting day on December 18.  The contest in Himachal Pradesh is limited largely to the  ruling  Congress  and  the  Bharatiya  Janata  Party, even  though  the  Communist  Party  of  India  (Marxist) has attempted to build on its rare north Indian success in the Shimla mayoral elections of 2012 by focussing on a few constituencies. The State has alternated between regimes led by the Congress and the BJP in every elec tion since 1990. At various points of the campaign this year  right  up  to  voting  day,  the  political  discourse turned vitriolic and personal. The Congress sought to make the elections a referendum on the Central govern ment’s policies, by taking up the implementation of the goods and services tax and the e�ects of demonetisa tion. The BJP hit back by focussing on the corruption cases faced by Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh. The star campaigners of both parties, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Congress vice president Rahul Gandhi, gave the  campaign  a  plebiscitary  touch  —  but  in  previous elections, voters in Himachal Pradesh have been in�u enced  by  Statespeci�c  issues  such  as  the  local  apple and  tourism  economy  as  well  as  local  infrastructure and social welfare. Now, as the BJP and the Congress move the focus to Gujarat, they will do well to delineate their positions on social and economic issues, without the vitriol that marked the campaign in the hill State.
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Vidya Ram hen Yair Lapid, the chair person of the centrist Yesh Atid  party  in  Israel, tweeted  a  photograph  of  him  in discussion  with  Priti  Patel,  Bri tain’s Secretary of State for Interna tional Development at the time, on August 24 this year, he could never have  anticipated  the  political storm it would trigger months later back in Britain. His was one of 12 undisclosed meetings that Ms. Pa tel  held  in  Israel,  including  with Prime  Minister  Benjamin  Netan yahu,  during  a  “family  holiday” paid for by her that month, full de tails  of  which  were  made  public this week after revelations that she had  held  highlevel  discussions without alerting her Foreign O�ce and British o�cials in Israel. This was  in  contravention  of  protocol, and in what the opposition Labour Party described as a “clear breach” of the ministerial code.  These revelations — and details of more undisclosed meetings with o�cials in New York and London, as well as her subsequent e�orts to direct  aid  towards  Israeli  army work in the disputed Golan Heights —  made  Ms.  Patel’s  position  in creasingly  untenable.  Ms.  Patel, who was forced to cut short an o� cial  visit  to  Africa,  resigned  on Wednesday,  apologising  for  ac tions  that  had  “fallen  below  the standards  of  transparency  and openness” that she had advanced. Making it clear that sacking would have  been  inevitable  had  she  not



W



even  as  she  “needed  to  go.”  Over 150,000 people have signed a pub lic petition calling for Mr. Johnson to step down as Foreign Secretary. Meanwhile,  the  First  Secretary  of State,  Damian  Green,  is  facing  a parliamentary  inquiry  over  con duct allegations. Within  the  Conservative  Party, Ms. Patel’s departure will heighten tensions,  as  the  party  is  already deeply divided over Brexit and the route  forward.  Ms.  Patel’s  politics lie to the right of the party — it was only last year that she changed her stance on the death penalty in Bri tain (she had once been a vocal ad vocate  for  its  reintroduction), while she has attacked public fund ing  of  trade  unions  as  well  as European social and employment legislation.



Leave campaigners Ms. Patel was an ardent advocate of the  Leave  campaign,  infamously urging  British  Indians  to  vote  to leave  by  arguing  that  it  had  been unfair that there was one rule for EU citizens and another for nonEU



ones,  and  suggesting  that  Brexit could  provide  an  opportunity  to loosen  the  rules  for  nonEU  cit izens,  including  families  from  In dia and curry chefs (it has become tougher  and  more  expensive  to bring in nonEU workers). Her de parture  has  angered  many  within the Leave campaign, including the Daily Telegraph newspaper, which reported  that  allies  were  warning she could do “hard damage” to the government. It is notable that her replacement as Development Min ister, Penny Mordaunt, was also a strong Leave campaigner. Ms. Patel was a prominent face of  the  BritishIndia  relationship  — being  awarded  the  Pravasi  Bhar atiya Samman earlier this year and often speaking publicly in support of  the  Indian  government’s policies,  such  as  demonetisation. But  her  departure  is  unlikely  to have  a  major  impact  on  things, given  the  broadbased  nature  of the  engagement  across  depart ments.  Others  within  the  Conser vative Party have also been cham pioning close relations with India,



The Indian vote As for the Conservative Party’s ef forts  to  woo  the  Indian  vote,  Ms. Patel’s  exit  is  unlikely  to  impact much too: her unful�lled promises around  immigration  rules  during the  referendum  campaign  have proved  a  divisive  issue  and  made her less of a safebet politician to at tract  the  Indian  vote,  though  of course  she  will  remain  a  promin ent  Conservative  backbencher. The  fact  that  she  was  allowed  to resign rather than be �red is signi �cant too: it keeps the door open for  her  to  plausibly  return  to  the front bench in the future. There  is  much  uncertainty around  both  Ms.  Patel’s  and  the Conservative government’s future, but one thing is certain: one can ex pect  further  revelations,  and  po tentially  damaging  ones.  The  La bour  Party  is  pushing  for  the government to clarify inconsisten cies  in  what  has  emerged,  poten tially leaving space for senior Con servative  politicians  knowing  far more about Ms. Patel’s Israeli over tures than anyone has been willing to admit. Others have suggested it represented  part  of  a  far  more widely  backed  but  behind  the scenes  shift  in  British  foreign policy.  Should  anything  major emerge  about  Downing  Street knowing more than it had let on, it could well prove a turning point for Ms.  May’s  repeatedly  scandalhit government.



A reality check on Gujarat The Congress needs more than Hardik Patel, Jignesh Mevani and Alpesh Thakor to swing the election



Veeraraghav T.M.
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very  Indian  election  needs  a star and a script, and ever since Prime  Minister  Narendra  Modi started  his  journey  as  the  Chief Minister of Gujarat in 2001, he has been the star and the scriptwriter in  the  Gujarat  election  stories  of 2002, 2007 and 2012.  This  time  around,  three  young political  activists  —  Hardik  Patel, Jignesh Mevani and Alpesh Thakor — hope to rewrite the Gujarat 2017 story with the backing of the Con gress.  But  starring  in  an  election narrative is far easier that rewriting the climactic scene.  Their caste mobilisation — Patid ars with Mr. Patel, Dalits with Mr. Mevani and a segment of the Other Backward Classes (OBCs) with Mr. Thakor  —  has  to  crystalise  into votes  for  the  Congress,  else  they will  end  up  as  alsostarred  in  the Gujarat  story,  which  has  revolved around the same old NaMo theme, with minor changes, for over a dec ade and a half. It’s important to un derstand  the  three  leaders,  their con�icting  caste  constituencies and where they stand in these elec tions to assess their ability to shape the outcome. 



A loose association First, all three rose to fame champi oning  the  aspirations  of  their  re



spective  caste  constituencies  on speci�c issues: reservation for Pa tels, OBC consolidation and justice for  Dalits.  Their  movements  did not  project  the  Congress  as  the party that could realise their aspir ations.  While Mr. Thakor has joined the Congress, Mr. Patel and Mr. Mevani have only created an antiBJP plat form.  Their  message  is  that  they are backing the Congress because they are challenging Mr. Modi, not necessarily  because  it  is  the  solu tion.  In  an  election,  especially  one which  is  a  clear  twoparty  �ght with the towering image of a Prime Minister  on  one  side,  it’s  not enough to state a problem — there needs to be a rallying leader who can  promise  a  solution.  Without that,  it  is  di�cult  to  channelise political  mobilisation  and  discon tent towards an electoral result.  Second, Mr. Thakor, as a Thakor Kshatriya  OBC  caste  leader  who has  built  his  pro�le  as  the  cham pion of a section of OBCs in central Gujarat,  and  Mr.  Mevani,  as  the Dalit voice, only reiterate the Con gress’s  existing  caste  constituen cies and do not open a new social base  for  the  party.  For  instance, Mr.  Thakor’s  father  is  a  Congress leader in Ahmedabad district and the  caste  he  represents  has  been predominantly with the party.  The former Congress Chief Min ister Madhavsinh Solanki, father of the present State Congress Presid ent  Bharatsinh  Solanki,  forged  a winning caste alliance towards the end of the 1970s known as KHAM, that  is,  Kshatriya,  Harijan  (i.e.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR A toxic haze  The oddeven scheme can help control tra�c issues, but not reduce pollution as less than 10% of Delhi pollution is from vehicular tra�c (“Oddeven rule back in Delhi from Monday”, Nov. 10). Also, this will intensify the rush in the already overcrowded public transport system during peak hours. The government should provide oxygen parlours, introduce arti�cial rain, and distribute quality air masks immediately. Most importantly, policies to curb pollution in 2018 have to be initiated now.  Mayukh Devadas, Thrissur



It is shocking to see the lack of coordination among the governments of Delhi, Haryana and Punjab (“Blame game over pollution begins”, Nov. 10). The Centre too has been
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he price of oil has risen sharply in recent weeks leading to renewed forecasts of a sustained bull market in the price of the commodity. The price of Brent crude, which breached the $60 mark late last month, is currently trading at about $64 per barrel, a twoyear high. In fact, in the last one month alone, oil has gained well over 12%. The oil rally has been even sharper  from  its  June  low  of  a  little  below  $45,  from where  the  commodity  has  rallied  more  than  40%  to reach its current price, with some experts saying the ongoing rally could portend even higher prices in the coming months. The upsurge this week has been driven primarily by political uncertainty in Saudi Arabia, the world’s second largest producer of oil, and the tighten ing of supply by the Organisation of the Petroleum Ex porting Countries, which is expected to extend its sup plycut  agreement  beyond  March.  Whether  the  price gains  would  sustain  and  continue  over  an  extended period of time still remains a big question for various reasons,  however.  Shale  oil  production  is  the  biggest among them. In the past, North American producers of shale brought a multiyear bull market in oil to an ab rupt end. Since then, OPEC has struggled to maintain control over oil prices except for brief spells. The Amer ican shale industry has been let free to increase produc tion in response to higher prices, thus imposing a cap on the price of oil. There are no signs yet of a structural change in the oil market to suggest that it could be any di�erent this time. Shale producers have continued to pump more oil into the market as crude prices have crossed the $50 mark. According to the Energy Information Administra tion, a body under the U.S. Department of Energy, U.S. shale production is likely to increase by about 81,000 barrels per day in the current month. In addition, in its World Oil Outlook report released this week, OPEC said it expects shale output to grow much faster than it had previously estimated. The cartel’s new estimate is, in fact, more than 50% higher than its projection last year. It also noted that shale output from North America has increased by about 25% over the past one year. All this suggests that shale is likely to remain OPEC’s nemesis for a long time. India has derived huge bene�ts from lower oil prices since 2014, with the government’s �scal management and in�ationtargeting being rendered a lot easier. There is bound to be some economic unease now as the price of oil �uctuates in what looks likely to be a rangebound market. A repeat of the huge damage caused by the last oil bull market, however, seems un likely.  Nonetheless,  policymakers  in  Delhi  will  surely take a cautious stance given the extensive impact that oil prices have on the Indian economy.



Two resignations The exit of Ms. Patel is signi�cant on  a  number  of  counts.  Hers  was the  second  cabinet  resignation within a week, after Defence Minis ter  Michael  Fallon  resigned  over sexual  harassment  allegations. Meanwhile, Foreign Minister Boris Johnson faced criticism, and some calls  for  his  resignation  too,  after incorrect comments he made to a parliamentary  select  committee that  some  have  warned  could lengthen the prison sentence of a BritishIranian  national  im prisoned in Iran.  The  developments  have  in creased  pressure  on  the  British government at a crucial time in its Brexit  negotiations.  While  the European Union (EU) has agreed to commence discussions within the remaining 27 nations about the po tential  terms  of  a  trade  deal  with the U.K., it has refused to o�cially move forward with these until an agreement has been reached on a number  of  key  issues,  including Britain’s  socalled  “divorce  bill.” One  EU  leader  told  The Times on Thursday  that  the  EU  is  now  pre paring for a possible collapse of the May government before the end of 2017. Ahead of Ms. Patel’s resignation, many  commentators  pointed  to the large number of revelations it took  (including  her  reported  visit to  the  disputed  Golan  Heights  in what  appeared  to  be  a  blatant  at tempt to pursue a freelance foreign policy)  before  she  was  forced  to resign.  After  her  resignation,  oth ers  such  as  Labour  MP  David Lammy questioned why Mr. John son was able to keep his position,



AP



Slippery oil rally



and  the  Bharatiya  Janata  Party (BJP)  in  particular.  They  include Foreign and Commonwealth O�ce Minister Mark Field, whose e�orts to encourage the BJP to join the In ternational  Democratic  Union,  a global  alliance  of  centreright parties, predated his time as minis ter for Asia.



Dalit),  Adivasi  and  Muslim.  This was to take on the dominant Patel vote in the State which had gravit ated away from the Congress, �rst towards the Janata movement and the  late  Chimanbhai  Patel,  and later  towards  the  BJP.  Eventually, the Patels became, and remain, the bedrock for the BJP. Consistent  with  its  caste  con stituency, the Congress has largely projected  strong  Kshatriya  caste leaders  such  as  Shankarsinh  Va ghela,  who  migrated  to  the  party after  failing  to  sustain  his  break away from the BJP, and Bharatsinh Solanki at the helm of campaigns in the last two decades.  Till Mr. Modi’s arrival in Gujarat, the Congress retained fair parts of the  KHAM  alliance  in  central  and north Gujarat and the BJP became formidable in Saurashtra, the bas tion  of  the  Patels.  But  when  Mr. Modi, an OBC, became Chief Minis ter from the Pateldominated party and  brought  a  sharper  Hindutva outreach, he broke the Congress’s caste alliance in central and north Gujarat, without diluting the BJP’s core vote base. The Patels contin ued to get large representation in



the State cabinet, but the percep tion of the party had changed.  In Mr. Mevani’s case, electorally the  Dalits  are  seen  to  have  been predominantly with the Congress. They  make  up  about  7%  of  the State’s  population.  Unlike  many other States, in Gujarat the popula tion  of  Scheduled  Tribes  is  much higher than that of the Scheduled Castes, and the Sangh Parivar out �ts  had  successfully  wooed  large sections of the Scheduled Tribes in areas like Dangs in South Gujarat. This  is  why  it  seems  doubtful that  Mr.  Thakor  and  Mr.  Mevani alone can make a remarkable dif ference  for  the  Congress.  Mr.  Pa tel’s case is di�erent and he is the one chipping away at the BJP’s core Patel vote. But this is not the �rst time that Patel discontent or rebel lion has hit Mr. Modi or the BJP. 



Series of rebellions The �rst time a fullblown political rebellion to hit Mr. Modi happened was in 2004. Having reiterated his position with a victory in the after math  of  the  2002  riots,  the  party was  stunned  when  the  Congress won  12  out  of  the  26  seats  in  the 2004 parliamentary polls. The re bellion against Mr. Modi was led by former  Chief  Minister  Keshubhai Patel  and  had  the  backing  of  sev eral  senior  BJP  leaders  from  the Saurashtra and Kutch regions. In fact, Mr. Modi had himself be come  Gujarat  Chief  Minister  in 2001 due to in�ghting in the party and was appointed as a comprom ise candidate to keep the factions together. The rest, of course, is his tory — but till he came, the BJP saw



a  series  of  Chief  Ministers  being toppled. Patel rebellions have been part of  every  election  story,  but  none has  been  strong  enough  to  derail the Modi story. In the runup to the 2007 elections, several Patel lead ers, like Gordhan Zadaphia, Home Minister during the 2002 riots, had launched  an  open  rebellion.  Con gress  leaders  even  attended  cam paign meetings of BJP rebels.  The rebels had the blessings of Keshubhai  Patel  though  he  re mained  with  the  BJP.  All  that happened was that the BJP’s num bers came down from 127 in 2002 to 117 in 2007. In 2012, Keshubhai Patel himself quit the BJP to launch the Gujarat Parivartan Party. Again, a consolid ation  of  Patels  and  a  strong  inter rogation  of  Mr.  Modi’s  economic policies  were  seen.  But  Mr.  Modi returned as Chief Minister with 116 seats  and  the  rebels  polled  less than 4% of the vote.  This recap is by way of a reality check that neither discontent with Mr. Modi's economic policies nor a Patel  rebellion  is  a  new  phe nomenon  in  Gujarat.  The  trouble for  the  opposition  has  been  that there is no clear candidate or op ponent who can consolidate these rumblings into an electoral victory. Instead, such discontent has been used by Patel leaders to pressurise the  BJP  to  get  greater  representa tion and sway within the party. It is not yet clinchingly clear that it will be any di�erent in 2017. Veeraraghav T.M. is a Bangalore-based journalist
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shirking responsibility. No doubt, pollution in Delhi and neighbouring areas cannot be stopped easily, but even baby steps are not being taken or are taken too late. If stubble burning is the real problem despite a ban, we should �nd ways to make better use of the crop — generate power from it as a few entrepreneurs have done. Instead, at the height of the crisis, an Environment Ministry panel has been tasked with �nding solutions!  V. Nagarajan, Chennai



Why can’t a concrete solution to air pollution be found when �ash �oods, tsunamis and other calamities have been countered e�ectively? To tackle the present crisis, the Central government and the governments of Delhi, Haryana and Punjab need to work in tandem without



giving room for petty politics. Today it is Delhi; tomorrow it could be any other city. We need to learn lessons from this crisis and practice and promote eco friendly habits in all walks of life before it is too late. Kshirasagara Balaji Rao, Hyderabad



Con�icting reports  Whether it is the Ryan school murder or the AarushiHemraj murder case, the quality of probes is abysmal (“Under pressure”, Nov. 10). From the brazen manner in which the bus conductor was accused, it seems as though the police will resort to any means to close unresolved cases. The less said about the police handling highpro�le murder cases, the better. It is not uncommon to see the transfer of longpending cases to the CBI because of the police’s inability to crack them. The



government needs to revamp the police administration in order to restore public con�dence. P.K. Varadarajan, Chennai



The tendency of investigative agencies to jump to conclusions without concrete evidence is unmatchable. Relying on circumstantial evidence to prove a crime has become common. Why are they in a hurry to prove their mettle? Whether it was the Aarushi Hemraj murder case or the Ryan school murder case, the culprits were proclaimed to be found within a day or so. Here, it is not only the police who are to be blamed; the onus lies on the media too to not sensationalise cases as this creates pressure on investigators.  Ravi B. Satyanaik, Belgaum



The Ryan school and AarushiHemraj murder cases have exposed the inept, unprofessional and dishonest investigative practices of the police and the CBI. One wonders whether these two cases could just be the tip of the iceberg because thousands of criminal cases involving ordinary citizens lack the high publicity quotient to attract media attention. It is frightening to speculate that thousands of innocent people could have been framed for murders they did not commit and condemned to the fate of



prolonged incarceration. Intense media coverage of sensational cases is something police investigators have to live with. Professional sleuths should go after forensic evidence to secure convictions instead of framing innocent people. Having said that, the tabloidisation of electronic media and newsroom mock trials have undermined the rule of law.  V.N. Mukundarajan, Thiruvananthapuram 
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corrections & clarifications: >>In the Editorial page article titled “Banking on legislation” (Nov. 9, 2017), there was a reference to six public sector banks (PSBs) coming under prompt corrective action  by  the  Reserve  Bank  of  India.  Actually,  seven PSBs  have come under corrective action. It is the policy of The Hindu to correct signi�cant errors as soon as possible. Please specify the edition (place of publication), date and page. The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300 (11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Friday); Fax: +91-44-28552963; Email:[email protected]; Mail: Readers’ Editor, The Hindu, Kasturi Buildings, 859 & 860 Anna Salai, Chennai 600 002, India. All communication must carry the full postal address and telephone number. No personal visits. The Terms of Reference for the Readers’ Editor are on www.thehindu.com
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Hope �oats on a boat  Rohingya desperate to �ee persecution continue to gather on Myanmar’s beaches to await their saviour – a boatman from Bangladesh who will ferry them to safety, for a price. Suvojit Bagchi reports on the strange alchemy of commerce and compassion “Last month was terrible,” says Rafiud din Majhi, looking into the distance at the Arakan range across the border in his homeland that is no longer his coun try.  As  a  teenager,  he  was  forced  to abandon  his  village  in  Myanmar.  That was  a  quarter  century  ago,  when  he entered  Bangladesh  as  part  of  the  big Rohingya  exodus  of  199192.  Now  he makes  a  living  off  another  exodus, triggered  by  a  junta  far  more  brutal, calling for a journey far more perilous. For the desperate souls amassed on the beaches of Myanmar, he is Charon, the proverbial  boatman  of  Hades,  vested with the power to ferry them out of hell, and return them back to life. The river where the Majhi (Bangla for boatman) plies  his  trade  is  the  Naf.  It flows  along  the  BangladeshMyanmar border until it meets the Bay of Bengal. For the Rohingya, it is the Styx that sep arates the world of the living from the realm of the dead. “On this trip to Myan mar, about half an hour after I reached the  NaikKon  Dia  beach,  I  saw  a  heli copter approaching us,” Rafiuddin says. “There were about 2,000 people on the beach  huddled  together,  like  a  ball  of ants. Maybe they thought they were go ing to be bombed, I don’t know. Then the helicopter disappeared. Shortly af terwards, 30 men in uniform emerged from the forests.” Rafiuddin speaks haltingly, with long pauses,  giving  his  sister  time  to  trans late.  “The  soldiers  isolated  from  the crowd five men with long beards. They marched  them  into  the  forest,  about 100  yards  from  where  we  were.  Then they  beheaded  the  five  men  with  ma chetes,  one  by  one,  in  front  of  us,  in front  of  the  men’s  families.  The  big crowd watched it quietly.” Though a Ro hingya  himself,  Rafiuddin  doesn’t  be tray much emotion: “I got down on my knees and prayed, but without covering my  face,  without  moving  my  head  or hands, as I didn’t want to attract atten tion.  I  closed  my  eyes  and  prayed  for their quick and painless death.” The  bodies  were  dumped  in  the marshes.  Fortunately,  Rafiuddin  was not  targeted.  “They  saw  me  with  a Bangladeshi  boat  and  let  me  live,”  he says. Once the soldiers left, the terrified multitude came alive. “Hundreds of wo men and children wanted to get on my boat  at  the  same  time.  But  I  could  ac commodate only around 20. Who I can take on board and who I must leave be hind is a complicated matter.”  Rafiuddin stops to take a phone call. After a tense conversation, in which the word ‘police’ comes up twice, he turns to  me:  “I  am  being  hunted  by  the [Bangladeshi] police. I am counting on you to talk to them.” 



The complicated matter According  to  Human  Rights  Watch,  in Myanmar’s  Rakhine  province,  in  the three  coastal  areas  of  Maungdaw, Rathedaung  and  Buthidaung,  288  Ro hingya  villages  were  destroyed  by  the Myanmar army between August 25 and September 25 this year. As of October 11, the  Bangladesh  government’s  Refugee Relief  and  Repatriation  Commission (RRRC) is estimated to have accommod ated  536,000  Rohingya  refugees,  of which  more  than  50%  were  children. Men like Rafiuddin play a critical role in their safe arrival in Bangladesh. Based in and around Shahpori island, the final sliver of Bangladeshi territory where the Naf merges with the Bay of Bengal, they ferry the Rohingya 3 km up the Naf river from Myanmar into Bangladesh. I first  meet  Rafiuddin  outside  my hotel  in  Cox’s  Bazar,  on  the  road  to Teknaf,  a  tiny  coastal  town  on  the Bangladeshi side. He looks ragged in a dirty,  sleeveless  vest,  and  his  unruly stubble  suggests  he  hasn’t  shaved  in weeks.  “Let’s  start,”  he  says,  within minutes of our meeting. He  leads  me  up  a  steep  road  that leads into the forest behind my hotel. As we walk, he tells me a little about him self. He had come to Bangladesh from a village  called  Pirindaung  in Rathedaung, near the sea. “We were not attacked,  unlike  the  people  who  are crossing over now,” he says. “Our prob lems were different. We had to take per mission from the state for everything — for marriage, for moving to another vil lage, for fishing, for buying a goat or a cow. Even for the land, we needed per mission  from  the  local  authority.  Fed up, my father decided to leave.” Since 1978, there have been five ma jor  exoduses  of  Rohingya  from  Myan mar  to  Bangladesh.  The  most  recent one  that  began  on  August  25  is  the biggest.  We reach the banks of the Naf in 20 minutes.  The  Arakans  rise  up  on  the other side of the river. Rafiuddin picks up the refugees from three of the half a dozen beaches where the Naf meets the sea. During AugustSeptember, he took his boat into Myanmar seven times, fer rying refugees back to Shahpori Island. But  he  cannot  do  that  any  more  —  at least not without risking imprisonment. “I have been charged with human traf ficking,” he explains. The  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Cox’s Bazar district, Md. Ali Hossain, says that they had to “discourage entry by boat” in view of the risks involved. Between August 29 and October 16, 26 boats cap sized  in  the  Naf  river  and  the  Bay  of Bengal, costing 183 lives. Of them, 182 were Rohingya, half of them children. CM YK



Safer shores: Rohingya prefer to travel by boat from Myanmar to Bangladesh as the the land border, though open, is manned by trigger-happy Myanmar soldiers. A Bangladeshi man helps Rohingya Muslim refugees disembark from a boat on the Bangladeshi shoreline of the Naf river after crossing the border from Myanmar, in Teknaf. (Below) A refugee collapses from exhaustion on reaching Teknaf. AFP/ REUTERS *



This is one of the reasons why in early October,  the  local  administration banned “any entry by boat”. The land border, however, remains “completely open”, Hossain says. But the land border is both more dif ficult to access and more risky. The in ternally  displaced  Rohingya  prefer  to flee by boat, as eastern Rakhine is much closer  to  riverine  crossing  points.  On the other hand, to reach any of the half a dozen crossover points on land, they would have to walk for about two weeks through a mountainous terrain manned by the triggerhappy Myanmar military. Back in Rafiuddin’s tworoom house made of mud and bamboo, two young girls watch us silently as we settle down. One  of  them  hands  me  a  cup  of  black tea  and  sits  down  between  Rafiuddin and me. “I will be your translator,” she says. She is Rafiuddin’s youngest sister and was born in Bangladesh.  Rafiuddin tells me that he began life as a refugee by working as a boatman’s assistant,  repairing  and  maintaining fishing boats. He graduated to Majhi (or the boat’s captain) a few years ago. In the  last  five  years,  especially  after  the 2012 pogrom against the Rohingya, he has ferried hundreds of Rohingya from Rakhine  to  Teknaf.  “Initially  it  wasn’t that difficult to get them from Myanmar to Bangladesh. We often brought people



without  taking  money,  when  we  were informed  that  they  were  stranded  on one of the beaches,” he says. As fisher men, it was also easier for men like Rafi uddin to navigate the river and the sea. But  things  changed.  Rafiuddin  says that unlike in 2012 or even 2016, he no longer has any say in the refugees who get to board his boat. It’s all decided by a complicated money transfer process. “I received only a third of my share for  every  passenger  above  10  years, which is somewhere between 2,000 to 10,000  Bangladeshi  Taka  (�1,500 �7,800),” he says. Rafiuddin also claims to  have  accommodated  women  and children “without charging a Taka.” “In August, we were making 2,000 3,000 Taka per passenger as there wer en’t any restrictions. But now with the ban, we are charging 7,00010,000 Taka for  each  adult,”  he  says.  “But  often, after landing in Myanmar, we find many children and older women. We do not charge them anything, and that is how the crowd in the boat swells.” Typically, the boat’s owner (known as the ‘Com pany’)  gets  50%  of  the  revenue,  while the remaining 50% is split between the Majhi and his helpers, with the motor man and the assistant together receiv ing 50% of what the Majhi gets. According  to  the  United  Nations, more  than  800,000  refugees  have  ar rived  in  Teknaf  subdistrict  and  Cox’s Bazar  district  since  1978.  Many  of  the refugees, including Rafiuddin, regularly receive videos on their cell phones de picting the gruesome violence unfold ing in the Rohingya villages in Myanmar. Rafiuddin starts showing me some pic tures  and  videos.  One  shows  a  girl’s body,  clad  in  a  red  blouse  and  orange skirt, lying on a blue and white sheet. “I saw  this  girl  in  Dong  Khali  in  north Maungdaw,”  says  Rafiuddin.  “She  was desperate to climb on to my boat. But I had already left the shore. It was raining heavily and I soon lost sight of her.”  I tell Rafiuddin that I want to see first hand what the Myanmar military is up



to and ask him if he could smuggle me into Rakhine State at night. He looks at me  as  if  I  had  said  something  out rageous. “I won’t do it even if you pay a lakh,” he says firmly. “It is suicidal.” 



At the refugee camp One morning, my area guide Shafique and I head north to Cox’s Bazar. This re gion,  on  either  side  of  the  Naf,  has massive natural gas reserves. Many have linked the internal displacement of Ro hingya to the discovery of gas, as the vil lages of the Rohingya Muslims sit atop a large chunk of the reserves in Myanmar. Global  experts  such  as  Azeem Ibrahim,  a  senior  fellow  with  the Kennedy School of Government at Har vard,  see  a  connection  between  “the (Rohingya) genocide” and the “discov ery  of  large  offshore  gas  and  oil  sup plies” which has drawn the attention of “leading  companies…  from  China,  In dia,  Australia  and  South  Korea”,  with some of them obtaining “exploration li censes from the Stateowned Myanmar Oil and Gas Enterprise.” The effects of the “genocide” are vis ible as we approach Unchiprang, a tem porary  refugee  settlement  between Teknaf and Cox’s Bazar. Halfnaked chil dren in tattered clothes and women in burqas without a face cover stand by the roadside. It seems as if each family has been allotted a tree to stand under. The children come running towards our autorickshaw, whose windows are fortified  with  iron  netting  to  keep  the almsseekers away from the passengers.



of women and < > Hundreds children wanted to get on my boat at the same time. But I could accommodate only around 20. Who I can take on board and who I must leave behind is a complicated matter. Rafiuddin Majhi Boatman



At Unchiprang, the scene is so gloomy that Shafique, a regular visitor to these camps, calls up his home to find out if his children are alright.  The camp is a temporary shelter, set up  in  a  forest  area.  A  thousand  trees were felled to make way for 8 by 10 ft tents made of plastic sheets. The shel ters  are  on  either  side  of  the  road  in ankledeep mud. The stench of human faeces is overpowering. Clean water and hygienic food are in severe short supply. Despite the best efforts of aid agencies and  the  RRRC,  filth  floats  on  stagnant pools  around  the  makeshift  shanties. We  decide  to  spend  the  night  some where in the refugee camp.  “But Sadaullah wants to meet now,” says  Shafique.  Sadaullah  has  used  the boatman’s services as a paying client, to transport  his  sister  and  her  four  chil dren from Myanmar. He is expected to throw  some  light  on  the  monetary  as pect of the process that eases the pas sage  for  the  Rohingya.  We  head  to Teknaf town and meet him at a cheap restaurant where everyone is busy with lentil soup and white bread. Sadaullah looks a little like Amitabh Bachchan of the  1970s.  Introducing  himself  as  a “parttime  doctor,”  he  begins  by  dis pelling any notions one might have of this being “human trafficking”. “The humanitarian agencies, the gov ernment, the police and the press will call it human trafficking. But my mother collapsed  in  shock  when  my  sister called  up  to  say  that  they  were  in  Go Zon Dia beach in Myanmar, and had ex hausted their stocks of food and water. I had no option but to smuggle them in via the river route,” he says.  Sadaullah  had  to  locate  a  Company willing to place a boat on water, espe cially during a fishing ban, and then ne gotiate for a rate he could afford. He fi nally settled on a verbal contract to pay 42,000  Bangladeshi  Taka  for  12  per sons. “But I did not have the money. So I told  a  relative  in  Saudi  Arabia  to  fund the trip. He agreed.” The money did not arrive on time. Sadauallah was asked to stay  put  at  the  ‘Company’s  office’  on that fateful night of October 10.  “Meanwhile, the boatman arrived at Go Zon Dia beach. But before letting my sister  and  the  kids  board  the  boat,  he called the Company to ask if the money had been transferred to his account. It hadn’t. He threatened to leave with oth ers who could pay on the spot as it was getting dark and the Myanmar military was around,” recalls Sadaullah. Desper ate, Sadaullah called many for help.  Finally his wife managed to arrange the funds. “I still don’t know how she did it,” says Sadaullah. “The money was transferred  through  bKash,  a  popular digital  money  transfer  service.  Only after  the  Company  and  the  boatman were satisfied that the funds had been transferred were my sister and her kids allowed  on  board.”  A  few  hours  later, when Sadaullah met his sister at Shah pori Island, 25 years after they parted, she  fainted.  “She  never  thought  she would reach Bangladesh by crossing a rough river by the sea,” he says. 



Private humanitarian networks Sadaullah  explains  that  he  basically tapped into a well established “private humanitarian network” with people in Europe and West Asia, which clandes



are no boats in < > There Myanmar to bring the refugees. Any boat that brings them has to leave from Bangladesh. If boats are disallowed, people on the beach will die as the Myanmar military will not allow them to enter the mainland by crossing the Arakan range. Faisal Alam Human rights activist



tinely  arrange  for  money  to  fund  the transfer, mainly of women and children, from Myanmar to Bangladesh. The network has a handful of volun teers  who  pay  the  Company  and  ar range  the  boats.  The  money  bypasses the established banking networks and uses the route of Hundi or alternative re mittance.  The  volunteers  are  paid  the money in Bangladesh on the basis of in structions issued by the person who is funding  the  boat  trip  from  outside Bangladesh. Senior police officials said that they were aware of such “engage ments” but could not do much about it. “I won’t call it money laundering or trafficking. It is a humanitarian effort by conscientious people at a time when the whole world has failed the Rohingya,” says Sadauallah. He, however, does not deny the risk involved in a boat ferrying three times its capacity of passengers. Sadaullah’s concerns were evident on a trip  from  Gholapara  in  Shahpori  Is land to a large Madrassah, the Jameya Ahmadia Baharul Uloom. In a circular patch of land east of the madrassa lies the largest burial ground in Shahpori. As we reach, students of the semin ary are lowering a body into the earth. One  of  the  teachers  at  the  madrassa, Master Jasimuddin, shows us a photo graph  on  his  phone:  the  body  of  a young man, probably in his mid20s. Ac cording to Jasimuddin, the body was re covered from Naf river after a boat cap sized on October 9. “He is the one we are burying now,” he says.  “Another  woman  and  five  children died  in  the  same  accident.  But  their bodies had been recovered earlier,” says Md. Ibrahim, another teacher. A couple of  British  journalists  want to  know  if there  are  similar  photographs  of  chil dren, preferably with the bodies “float ing on water.” Ibrahim wasn’t sure. “The main problem is that there are no  boats  in  Myanmar  to  bring  the refugees.  Any  boat  that  brings  the refugees  to  safety  has  to  leave  from Bangladesh. If the boats are disallowed, then the people stranded on the beach will die as the Myanmar military will not allow  them  to  enter  the  mainland  by crossing the Arakan range,” says Faisal Alam, a human rights activist.  A day  later,  Rafiuddin  calls  me,  his fourth call in five days. He is disappoin ted that I did not talk to the police. “I am on the run for rescuing people. No one  is  ready  to  help  me  and  now  you are also leaving,” he complains.  For Rafiuddin, it is going to be a long and difficult winter. So long as there are cases  of  “trafficking”  against  him,  he can  neither  visit  the  river  for  fishing, nor  visit  Myanmar  to  transport  the stranded Rohingya. There are many like him on Shahpori Island.
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FROM PAGE ONE



CJI asserts himself amid graft storm A Bench headed by Justice J Chelameswar, which heard Ms.  Jaiswal’s  petition  on Thursday, found the allega tions in the FIR “disturbing” and ordered a Constitution Bench  comprising  the  five seniormost  judges  to  con vene on November 13. It had ordered  that  material  and evidence  in  the  corruption case  be  sealed  and  pro duced before that Bench. In effect annulling this or der, the Constitution Bench held  that  “there  cannot  be any  kind  of  command  dir ecting the CJI to constitute a Bench”  and  that  no  judge can take up or post matters on his own. That authority is the Chief Justice’s exclus ive  domain.  Senior  advoc ates said the judicial institu tion would crumble if every judge  acts  like  the  Chief Justice of India. The  Constitution  Bench agreed with Additional Soli citor General P.S. Narasimha that there needs to be judi cial  discipline  and  a  prin ciple has to be laid down on the CJI’s role. Judges have to act within their parameters set down by rules and pre cedents  of  the  Supreme Court to protect judicial in tegrity  and  decorum.  The Bench recorded that the CJI is  indeed  the  first  among equals on the judicial side, but  on  the  administrative side, he is the master of the roster. As  litigants,  junior  law yers  and  the  media watched,  a  large  group  of lawyers urged the Bench to “restrain”the press from re porting  the  hearing.  Chief Justice Misra, however, said he  held  freedom  of  speech in  the  highest  regard  and would not restrain reporters as  long  as  they  stay  within their territories. The  petition  by  CJAR came up for hearing before a twojudge  Bench  of Justices A.K. Sikri and Ashok



Bhushan  on  Friday.  This Bench referred the petition to the CJI to pass “appropri ate  orders”  even  as  Justice Sikri  orally  remarked  that “anybody  and  everybody, however high, has to be sub ject to the rule of law.”  The  hearing  also  saw counsel  Prashant  Bhushan claim before the Bench that the  CBI  FIR  was  “squarely directed  against  the  Chief Justice of India”. Shortly  thereafter,  Chief Justice  Misra  constituted this  fivejudge  Bench  com prising,  besides  himself, Justices R.K. Agrawal, Arun Mishra,  Amitava  Roy  and A.M. Khanwilkar to hear the CJAR  case.  The  hearing began at 3 p.m. The session witnessed of ficebearers of the Supreme Court  Bar  Association (SCBA)  accuse  the  peti tionerlawyers  Prashant Bhushan,  Kamini  Jaiswal and Dushyant Dave of con tempt  of  court  for  directly accusing Chief Justice Misra. Justice Mishra said no ad vocate  can  say  that  the  CJI should  not  hear  a  case.  “Is this not contemptuous?” he asked.  Justice  Mishra  said there is no procedure in law to  name  the  CJI  in  an  FIR. Rumours  and  unsubstanti ated  allegations  cannot  be used  against  judges.  Such practices will cripple the ju diciary and is a threat to its existence.  He  asked  Mr. Bhushan to take back his re marks about the CJI. Mr.  Bhushan  asked  the Bench  to  give  him  10 minutes  to  address  the court,  but  finally  lost  his cool  and  shouted  at  the judges, “If you do not want to  hear  me  before  passing your order, then please pass whatever orders you want.” He then stormed out.  The  Bench  ordered  the CJAR  petition  to  be  placed before the CJI to be listed for hearing in two weeks.



SC refuses to stay Padmavati release The  top  court  said  there were  several  guidelines  for the  CBFC  in  granting  certi fication  to  a  movie  and moreover, there is the Film Certification  Appellate Tribunal (FCAT) to look into grievances regarding a film. The Bench was hearing a plea  filed  by  Siddharajsinh Mahavirsinh  Chudasama and  11  others  against  the film. The petition had also ac cused  the  filmmakers  of distorting certain historical



facts  “hurting  the  senti ments  of  the  Kshatriya community.” It had sought a direction for  eminent  historians  to check  the  veracity  of  the script  to  prevent  any  inac curacy  in  the  portrayal  of Rani Padmavati. It contended that the film was based on the 13th cen tury  historical  battle between  Maharaja  Ratan Singh  and  his  army  of  Me war  and  Sultan  Alauddin Khilji of Delhi.



Ahead of polls, GST slashed on 178 items The  items  in  the  28%  slab that  have  got  cheaper  in clude  wires,  cables,  insu lated plugs, furniture, bed ding, mattresses, suitcases, detergents,  shampoo,  per fumes,  lamps,  wrist watches,  and  slabs  of marble  and  granite.  Items that have seen their tax rate reduced  to  nil  from  5%  in clude  guar  meal,  sweet potatoes,  and  dried  or frozen fish. Mr. Jaitley said the Coun cil discussed several import ant items and was presented an  analysis  of  the  revenue collected  during  the  first three  months  of  GST implementation. “Today,  there  are  228 items  of  goods  that  are  in the  28%  slab,”  Mr.  Jaitley said  speaking  to  reporter after the meeting. “The fit ment committee, following the  last  meeting,  looked  at rationalising these and gave suggestions.” “Items  on  which  cess  is currently  being  applied, such  as  luxury,  sin,  and some white goods, will con tinue  to  be  taxed  at  28%,” Mr  Jaitley  added.  “Two items  have  been  reduced from 28% to 12%.” “The consumer products industry  welcomes  this change,”  Aashish  Kasad, Partner  and  Consumer Products & Retail Sector Tax Leader,  EY  India  said.  “ These  revisions  are  expec ted to reduce prices and in CM YK



crease  consumption  and thereby bring growth.” “The  Indian  cement  in dustry  finds  itself  retained in  the  28%  GST  bracket, along  with  luxury  items such  as  washing  machines and  air  conditioners,”  S. Chouksey,  president,  Ce ment  Manufacturers’  Asso ciation said in a note. “This is a disappointment for the entire industry as cement is integral to the government’s key schemes such as Hous ing  for  All,  Swachh  Bharat and building of other infra structure  projects  that  are fundamental for building an India for the future.” “All  the  members  of  the Council felt that the restaur ants have not passed on the benefit  of  input  tax  credits (ITC) to the customers,” Mr Jaitley  said.  “So,  there  was an additional burden on the customers,  while  the  res taurants benefited from the ITC.”  “The  Council  has  de cided  that  restaurants  will not get the benefit of ITC,” Mr. Jaitley added.  The GST Council decided to ease the return filing pro cess for both small and lar ger  businesses.  “The  filing of the form 3B will continue till March 31,” Revenue Sec retary Hasmukh Adhia said. “And  we  will  further  ease this  form  for  those  busi nesses who file returns but have  no  tax  liability.  We have  found  that  there  are 3040% of such businesses.”



Sharma to keep visiting Kashmir



Mukul slams Mamata at BJP rally



Centre’s Special Representative concludes �rst trip, hopes to meet Hurriyat leaders next time ive of [appointing Sharma] is not serious. It should not be like  past  initiatives  on  dia logue.  All  stakeholders,  in cluding Pakistan, should be brought  on  board  and  en gaged with,” he said.



Peerzada Ashiq Srinagar



Dineshwar  Sharma,  Special Representative of the Union government,  concluded  his fiveday  visit  to  Jammu  & Kashmir on Friday, saying he would  visit  the  State  again and again. Mr.  Sharma,  who  has failed to engage the Hurriyat so far, described his visit as “fruitful”. “This was my first visit to the State and I will be visiting Jammu and Kashmir again  and  again.  Every  In dian in J&K is a stakeholder of this dialogue process,” Mr. Sharma said.  On  the  question  of  enga ging  the  separatists,  Mr. Sharma said he was hopeful of meeting the Hurriyat next time. Ved Mahajan, general sec retary of the ruling Peoples Democratic  Party,  also  met Mr. Sharma. “The PDP deleg



One step at a time: Centre’s Special Representative for Kashmir Dineshwar Sharma meets senior PDP leaders in Jammu on Friday. PTI *



ation  reiterates  the  party’s resolve that dialogue is a ne cessity  of  the  hour,”a  party spokesman said.  Hardline  Hurriyat  leader



Aga  Syed  Hasan  Almosvi Alsafvi  said  the  initiative “will  become  meaningful only  when  he  expands  the circle of dialogue”.



Mr. Alsafvi told The Hindu that  dialogue  was  the  best way  to  resolve  the  Kashmir issue  if  India  was  serious about it. “So far, the initiat



Engaging all Asked  if  the  Hurriyat  op posed  engaging  the  Special Representative,  he  said:  “If all stakeholders are engaged, there should be no issue.” Mr. Sharma met 36 deleg ations,  including  traders’ bodies, lawyers and journal ists in Jammu. Among them were representatives of sev eral Kashmiri Pandit organ isations.  In  a  joint  memor andum,  they  sought  the setting up of an institutional mechanism  for  the  welfare of the displaced community. The  delegation  was  led  by BJP legislator G.L. Raina. (With PTI inputs)



BSF raises concerns with Pak. Rangers Special Correspondent



India and Pakistan on Friday decided to resume the meet ings  between  “sector  com manders”  deployed  along the  International  Border (IB).  The  quarterly  meeting between officials of the rank of Deputy InspectorGeneral on the WagahAttari border had  not  taken  place  for  the past yearandahalf. At  the  44th  biannual meeting  with  the  Pakistan Rangers  that  concluded  on Friday,  the  Border  Security Force (BSF) “strongly” raised the issue of unprovoked fir ing,  killing  of  civilians  and use of tunnels for crossbor der  crimes  along  the Pakistan border. The  19member  delega tion  of  Rangers,  led  by  Dir ectorGeneral  (Sindh)  Maj .Gen.  Muhammad  Saeed, arrived  in  India  on  Novem ber 8 for the threeday meet.



Sinha wants panel on quota cap



Recurring tension: Security forces sanitise an area on the NH at Qazigund after Thursday’s militant attack. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



The  Indian  side  was  led  by its  DirectorGeneral  K.K Sharma.



Worry list “The Indian side firmly and strongly took up specific is sues of concern including in cidents of unprovoked cross border  firing,  smuggling  of



narcotics,  infiltration  at tempts,  tunnelling  and  de fence  construction  activit ies,”  the  BSF  said  in  a statement. It  underlined  the  discov ery  of  a  number  of  tunnels along  the  border  in  the Jammu region that are used by the other side to facilitate



crossborder smuggling and infiltration, an official said. While the Pakistani deleg ation raised the issue of tar geted  firing  by  the  BSF,  it was made clear that such ac tion is resorted to when un provoked  firing  from  the other side kills troops, civil ians  or  leads  to  other  dam age. The BSF statement said the talks, in the presence of officials from the Home Min istry  and  antinarcotics  de partments of the two coun tries,  were  held  in  a “constructive  atmosphere” and  the  need  for  coopera tion to maintain the sanctity of the borders was stressed upon. “The issue of inadvertent crossing over by the border population and ways to facil itate their return on both the sides was also discussed,” it said.  The  BSF  said  it  was agreed  between  the  two sides  that  “utmost  caution and care should be exercised



Next meeting in Pakistan The next round of these talks is  scheduled  to  be  held  in Pakistan. India’s  3,323km  border with  Pakistan  runs  through four  States  —  Jammu  and Kashmir (1,225 km which in cludes  740  km  of  Line  of Control),  Rajasthan  (1,037 km),  Punjab  (553  km)  and Gujarat (508 km).  While the BSF guards the IB  independently,  it  works under the operational com mand  of  the  Army  while working at the LoC.



Special Correspondent Srinagar



Food,  tourism  and  educa tion are three areas under lined  by  Bosnia  and Herzegovina  Ambassador Sabit Subasic in Srinagar to forge ties with conflictrid den Jammu and Kashmir.



First visit In  the  firstever  visit  to Kashmir  by  any  Bosnian authority  since  its  inde pendence,  Ambassador Subasic  met  young  entre preneurs,  students,  busi nessmen,  politicians  and separatists.  “It’s a dream come true. It  was  my  childhood  wish to see Kashmir,” he said at a function organised by the Kashmir Youth Entrepren eurs  Federation  here  on Thursday. “J&K and Bosnia and  Herzegovina  share similar scenic beauty... We can  share  our  expertise with each other.”



Now, a spat over Gandhi glasses



Party says not all States on board with the current format



Change Swachh logo: UN o�cial



Special Correspondent



issues. I am sure some popu list measures would be taken because of the Gujarat elec tions,” Mr. Singhvi said.



Special Correspondent New Delhi



The Congress on Friday said the  credit  for  reducing  the GST rates of a large of num ber  of  items  placed  in  the 28% slab should go to all gov ernments other than that of the  BJP,  and  demanded  an overhaul of the IT system of the tax regime. At  a  press  conference here,  party  spokesperson Abhishek Manu Singhvi said an impression was sought to be  conveyed  that  the  State governments  were  com pletely  on  board  with  the current format, but that was not the correct picture. “I am saying this to dispel



Abhishek Manu Singhvi the  absolute  calumny  that States were happy and gung ho. We have letters from the Finance  Ministers  of Karnataka, Punjab and a few other  nonCongress  States pointing out four or five key



Chidambaram stance Reacting  to  the  latest  revi sions, former Finance Minis ter  P.  Chidambaram,  in  a series of tweets, said, “Con gress is vindicated. I am vin dicated.  The  merit  of  cap ping  GST  at  18%  is  now recognised.  Thank  you  Gu jarat.  Your  elections  did what  Parliament  and  com mon  sense  could  not  do. Congress’s next goal will be to  push  for  one  rate:  RNR with  an  RNR  plus  and  an RNR minus.”



India to face U.K. in ICJ election With Kulbhushan trial now in international court, India wants to see Bhandari in Suhasini Haidar NEW DELHI



The  government  is  putting “all efforts in” to ensure the election of its nominee Judge Dalveer Bhandari for the In ternational Court of Justice, after  receiving  a  setback  at the  United  Nations  on Thursday.  Officials  said  on  Friday that  India  failed  to  secure enough  support  in  the  first few rounds of voting for the court where the Kulbhushan Jadhav case is being heard.  The next round of voting will be on Monday, when Mr. Bhandari  will  face  off  with the  United  Kingdom’s  can didate,  Christopher  Green wood,  who  also  lost  in  the vote,  in  what  is  being  de scribed  as  a  close  contest. While  India  finished  far ahead  in  the  193member United  Nations  General  As sembly,  Britain  got  more votes  in  the  United  Nations Security Council. The judges who won were



in dealing with the civilians.” The  two  sides  also  de cided to ensure that the wild growth  of  the  ‘Sarkanda’ (elephant grass) along the IB will be checked and it will be disposed of within the exist ing norms. “The talks ended with both sides agreeing on constant endeavour to main tain  peaceful  and  tranquil borders,” the statement said.



NonBJP regimes forced GST revision: Congress



Patna



Senior BJP leader Yashwant Singh on Friday demanded the formation of a Commis sion  to  look  into  whether the reservation cap of 50% could be increased or not.  At  a  programme  organ ised  by  Vanchit  Varg Morcha here, he refused a request  by  the  pro gramme’s  patron  to  ad dress the audience seated, saying  he  “...was  not  like the FM [Arun Jaitley] who had  read  out  his  budget speech while sitting.” In an oblique  comment  to  Mr. Jaitley  calling  him  “a  job applicant at the age of 80”, he  said,  “This  is  the  State where people in their 80s [Veer Kuer Singh] took up swords to fight the British.”



Kolkata



In his first public meeting after  joining  the  BJP, former  Trinamool  Con gress leader Mukul Roy on Friday slammed Chief Min ister Mamata Banerjee and her  nephew  Abhishek Banerjee,  the  party’s secondincommand. He  accused  the  Chief Minister  of  having  links with Sudipta Sen, owner of the Saradha Group that ran Ponzi  schemes.  Mr.  Roy also  alleged  that  the  West Bengal government’s Biswa Bangla brand was, in fact, a private company owned by Ms. Banerjee’s nephew.  Mr. Roy himself was in terrogated  by  the  CBI in connection  with  the Saradha scam in 2015. The  Trinamool  leader ship  rubbished  Mr.  Roy’s allegations.



Bosnia keen to forge ties with J&K



Threeday meet concludes; both nations agree to resume meeting of sector commanders New Delhi



Staff Reporter



Dalveer Bhandari from France, Somalia, Brazil and Lebanon, which was In dia’s rival in the Asia bloc. If the next round of voting proves inconclusive, the U.N. would  hold  a  “joint  confer ence” made up of members from both the Assembly and the Council, after which the elected judges may be asked to decide.



Handsome lead “In the Security Council, the permanent  members  (U.K., U.S., France, China and Rus



sia)  have  disproportionate influence. So that is an issue. But in the General Assembly, we have a handsome lead,” a senior External Affairs Min istry official told The Hindu on  Friday.  Another  official said the government, includ ing Ministry officials in Delhi and at the U.N. in New York, will  be  working  the  phones “over the weekend” to bring more  members  of  the  U.N. Security Council around. To be elected, any candid ate must obtain a majority of 97  votes  or  more  in  the  UN General Assembly and also a majority of eight votes in the Security Council. During the last  unsuccessful  round  on Friday,  India  won  115  to U.K.’s 74 votes in the UNGA, but  won  only  six  out  of  15 U.N. Security Council mem bers,  while  U.K.  won  nine. India’s task is made more dif ficult, given the U.K. is a per manent  member  and  has  a vote  in  both  the  UNSC  and the UNGA. 



As a result, Prime Minister Narendra  Modi  had  himself taken up the issue of support with  countries  that  he  has held bilateral meetings with since June this year, when In dia declared its nomination bid. 



PM’s intervention Asked  if  PM  Modi  would himself  make  calls  in  the next few days, an official said “all efforts will be put in”.  “It depends on how many of the U.N. Security Council members  we  manage  to [bring] over to our side over the weekend,” the official ad ded.  India  has  a  particular  in terest  in  the  ICJ  spot,  given the trial of Jadhav, the man convicted  of  spying  in Pakistan, which is now in the international  court  at  The Hague. In October, Pakistan nominated  an  adhoc  judge Tassaduq Hussain Jillani ac cording to ICJ rules to sit on the Bench. 



Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



Mahatma Gandhi’s iconic glasses sparked a war of words on Friday after a top official of the UN commented on India’s flagship Swachh Bharat Mission, prompting a sharp government response. Addressing presspersons in Delhi, Leo Heller, UN Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights to Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation, said the programme’s use of Gandhian symbolism should be replaced with human rights concerns to address problems of manual scavenging. “Everywhere I went, I saw the logo of the Clean India Mission — Gandhi’s glasses. In its third year of implementation, now is a critical time to replace the lens of those glasses with the human rights lens,” Mr. Heller said. Hinting at the caste roles that influence traditional sanitation practices, Mr. Heller said those sections of society that were carrying on with manual scavenging should be included in the focus of the programme.



‘Baseless assertions’ Terming Mr. Heller’s observations “unsubstantiated”, an official statement said the “Government of India has deplored the serious insensitivity towards the Father of our Nation shown by Mr. Leo Heller ... The Central government strongly rejected his mostly baseless assertions and reiterated that the Swachh Bharat Mission and rural and urban drinking water programmes fully



The Swachh Bharat Mission logo. conform to the Human Rights Criteria and Principles (as established by the UN system).” The sharp response is unexpected as Mr. Heller’s twoweek visit was the result of an invitation from the government. His press interaction came at the end of his visit from October 27 to November 10, during which he met State and Centrallevel officials engaged in the central cleanliness drive.  The government’s statement accuses Mr. Heller of making “sweeping generalisations” and claims that do not reflect the reality. It rejects his contention that there is inadequate attention to water supply and observes that since the 2009 launch of the National Rural Drinking Water Programme, �1,20,000 crore has been invested by the Union government and the States into the rural drinking water sector and �40,000 crore has been invested in the urban water supply since 2005. “The government has the highest commitment to human rights in general and particularly in the water supply and sanitation sectors and strongly rejects the claims in the UNSR’s report and press statements,” the statement said. 
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Congress okays 70 names, BJP begins process Rahul Gandhi’s challenge is to accommodate caste formations and ensure that party stays united; Amit Shah present at BJP parliamentary board meeting lion  after  candidate selection. On  Friday,  the  meeting was  presided  by  Congress president Sonia Gandhi, her first  major  political  engage ment in the past two weeks after she was advised rest to recover from an illness.  Mr. Gandhi will return to campaign in north Gujarat as part of Congress’s Navsarjan Yatra and will visit the popu lar  Ambaji  temple  in Banaskantha.  His  threeday  yatra  will cover  Gandhinagar, Sabarkantha,  Patan, Banaskantha and Arvalli dis tricts in north Gujarat where the Congress is expected to improve its performance.



Sandeep Phukan Mahesh Langa New Delhi / AHMEDABAD



In  a  meeting  that  lasted barely 45 minutes, the Con gress’s central election com mittee on Friday cleared the names  of  70  candidates  for the first phase of the Gujarat Assembly  elections.  The names  will  officially  be  an nounced on November 16. Of the 182 Assembly seats, 89 from the Saurashtra and south Gujarat regions will go to the polls in the first phase on December 9.  “We  have  cleared  those names where there was con sensus on a single name,” a senior leader involved in the selection  process  told  The Hindu.



Round of discussions “The  screening  committee had prepared a panel of two



IN FOCUS



In action: Union Minister Smriti Irani during a door-to-door election campaign in Ahmedabad.



Patidar leader Hardik Patel, and selecting candidates. The screening committee is  headed  by  former  Maha rashtra  Minister  Balasaheb Thorat.  Ashok  Gehlot,  gen eral  secretary  in  charge  of Gujarat,  and  his  team  con sisting of Rajeev Satav, Jeetu



*



Patwari,  Varsha  Gaikwad and  Harshvardhan  Sakpal, along with Congress presid ent  Sonia  Gandhi’s  political adviser Ahmed Patel and the State  leaders,  have  held  a series of meetings in Gujarat and Delhi to vet hundreds of probable candidates.



VIJAY SONEJI



Party  insiders  say  selec tion of candidates is fraught with  multiple  challenges. While the interests of various groups such as Patels, Dalits and OBCs have to be accom modated,  the  choices  must ensure  that  the  party  stays united  with  minimal  rebel



BJP meetings The  BJP’s  State  parliament ary board also began a series of  meetings  on  Friday  that will  go  on  till  November  12, to send a list of probable can didates from which the cent ral parliamentary board will select  the  final  names.  Na tional  president  Amit  Shah and  other  top  leaders  were present  at  the  State  parlia mentary board meeting held at  Chief  Minister  Vijay Rupani’s  residence  in Gandhinagar.



or three probable names for each seat and during several rounds  of  discussions  and feedback gathered from mul tiple sources, one name was forwarded to the CEC for its final  stamping,”  the  leader said. Party insiders say the Con



gress  list  will  have  a  clear stamp  of  party  vicepresid ent Rahul Gandhi, who is in volved in every aspect such as  leading  the  party  cam paign,  holding  negotiations with  young  leaders  like Alpesh  Thakor,  who  joined the  party  recently,  and  the



Call for more autonomy for poll panel



Survey predicts a BJP win in Gujarat But says huge gains will be made by the Opposition, with a fall in the ruling party’s vote share



Staff Correspondent



Special Correspondent



SHIMLA



Ahmedabad



The Social Welfare Council of  India,  a  nongovern mental  organisation  here, has  demanded  greater autonomy for the Election Commission.  Rajeshwar  Negi  of  the organisation has written to the  Prime  Minister  de manding an amendment to the  Constitution,  making the terms of service of the Election  Commissioners and  their  removal  at  par with that of the Chief Elec tion Commissioner.  Mr.  Negi  said  bribery and communal hatred had increased during the elec tions and the EC should be given  more  autonomy  to keep a check on this. 



The second round of a pre poll opinion poll conducted by  the  New  Delhibased Lokniti  Centre for the Study of  Developing  Societies (CSDS)  with  ABP  News  pre dicts  a  comfortable  victory for  the  ruling  Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in Gujarat, where  the  Assembly  elec tions  will  be  held  in December. The  survey  says  the  BJP will win 113 to 121 seats, the Opposition  Congress  58  to 64, and others one to seven in the 182seat Assembly. The survey predicts that the BJP is  likely  to  get  a  46%  vote share  and  the  Congress around 41%. However,  notwithstand



a major  split,  with  over  a dozen senior legislators, led by Leader of the Opposition Shankersinh  Vaghela,  leav ing the party in the middle of the Rajya Sabha elections. Party veteran Ahmed Pa tel barely managed to scrape through to the Upper House.



ing  the  prediction  of  a  vic tory for the BJP, the survey shows  huge  gains  made  by the Opposition party in the past  two  months,  as  the



BJP’s vote share has fallen. The first round of the sur vey  was  conducted  in  Au gust, when the Congress, the main Opposition party, saw



Gaining ground However,  in  less  than  three months,  the  Opposition party  has  gained  ground  in two politically important re gions: Saurashtra and Kutch, which  have  58  Assembly seats, and north Gujarat with 32. In Saurashtra, the BJP and the  Congress  appear  neck and neck, with both parties likely to get a 42% vote share in the region that sends the



largest contingent to the As sembly. A BJP bastion since 1995, this region is likely to throw surprises — the Patid ars, the BJP’s main support ing  community,  are  up  in arms against the ruling party over the issue of reservation in education and jobs. In 2015, the BJP lost in all the  district  panchayats  in this  region  as  panchayat elections took place after the Patidar  quota  agitation  was launched  in  July  that  year. The ruling party is likely to suffer  losses  in  the  Patidar belt of Morbi, Rajkot, Amreli and Jamnagar districts.  Similarly in north Gujarat also,  the  Congress  appears strong  thanks  to  consolida tion  of  its  traditional  OBC vote bank.



Another Achilles heel for the BJP? Mahesh Langa AHMEDABAD



Even as the Congress is try ing to capitalise on the sup posed  disenchantment  of the Patidars with the BJP in Gujarat  ahead  of  the  As sembly elections, protests by another influential com munity,  the  Karadia  Ra jputs,  against  BJP  State president Jitu Vaghani over an  old  land  dispute  have escalated. The  past  two  weeks have  seen  a  series  of protests in pockets of Saur ashtra  dominated  by  the community,  demanding the  resignation  of  Mr. Vaghani,  a  legislator  from Bhavnagar West.  Karadia  Rajput  leaders have alleged that Mr. Vagh ani had grabbed a parcel of pastoral land at Budhel vil lage  in  Bhavnagar  district and  foisted  false  cases  on Dansang Mori, sarpanch of the  village,  who  resisted the alleged act.  Mr. Mori was suspended as  sarpanch  in  2014  and later arrested for allegedly stealing  a  mobile  phone and inciting riots. 



Massive gathering With the State polls round the corner, the community has  rallied  behind  Mr. Mori,  and  discontent  was evident at a massive public meeting  organised  near Ahmedabad on November 5.  Over  200  community leaders,  including  local political  leaders,  at  the gathering decided to fight the “injustice” done to Mr. Mori. “Vaghani is a land grab ber,  who  has  encroached upon  gauchar (pastoral) land  in  the  village.  When Dansang opposed him, he [Vaghani] used his political clout to get him suspended as  sarpanch  and  implic ated him in cases based on trumpedup charges,” said Kanbha  Gohil,  a  senior community  leader,  who



Jitu Vaghani has  been  asked  to  hold talks  with  the  BJP  leader ship on the issue. “When I refused to pass the  resolution  of  handing over  pastoral  land  to  Mr. Vaghani,  my  family  mem bers and I became his tar get,” Mr. Mori told report ers  in  Ahmedabad  before the convention. The  BJP  has  so  far  dis missed  all  allegations  and defended the party presid ent.  “All  allegations  are motivated  and  baseless,” Gujarat  BJP  spokesperson I.K. Jadeja said.



Influential community “Our  main  demand  is resignation of Vaghani. An other  demand  is  that  all cases  against  Dansang Mori and his family mem bers  should  immediately be withdrawn. We have re mained loyal to BJP so far but this time we may have to  rethink  our  support  in case  the  BJP  does  not yield,” Mr. Gohil said. He said Karadia Rajputs were  influential  in  35  As sembly  constituencies  in Saurashtra  and Ahmedabad district. Protests have spread to villages  with  community banners saying “No Entry for Vaghani”. Saurashtra’s main  city  Rajkot,  a  BJP stronghold, has witnessed two  protests  in  as  many weeks against Mr. Vaghani. On Tuesday, Mr. Vaghani’s face  in  a  hoarding  at  As tron Chowk in Rajkot was defaced.



Tracking Himachal’s record vote 74.61% turnout registered on Thursday broke the 2003 vote of 74.51% Staff Correspondent SHIMLA



Himachal Pradesh registered a record  74.61%  polling  for the  Assembly  elections  on Thursday,  breaking  the 74.51%  record  of  2003.  The percentage was 71.61 in 2007 and 73.51 in 2012. Chief  Electoral  Officer Pushpendra  Rajput  on  Fri day  told  presspersons  that the  highest  turnout  of 81.05%  was  recorded  in Sirmaur district and the low est  of  70.19%  in  Hamirpur district. The Doon constituency in Solan  district  recorded  the highest  turnout  of  88.95% and Shimla Urban recorded the  lowest  at  63.76%.  The other  districts  like  Chamba recorded  73.21%,  Kangra 72.47%, LahaulSpiti 73.40%, Kullu 77.87%, Mandi 75.21%, Una  76.45%,  Bilaspur 82.04%,  Solan  77.44%, Shimla 72.68% and Kinnaur 75.09%. Mr.  Rajput  said  37,21,647 electors  cast  their  vote  at



7,525 polling stations in the State.  Out  of  this,  19,10,582 were women, 18,11,061 men and four third gender. The counting of votes will take place on December 18. The  Chief  Electoral  Office



said  elaborate  security  ar rangements had been made for the safe custody of EVMs and  VVPAT  machines throughout  the  hill  State.  A threetier  security  system had been enforced. At least



23  companies  of  Central paramilitary forces had been deployed  for  roundthe clock  security.  As  many  as 100 strong rooms had been set  up  at  48  locations  with CCTV surveillance.



Row over settlement with Gujarat PSU Special Correspondent New Delhi



Keeping  the  focus  on  Gu jarat, the Congress on Friday alleged that the Modi govern ment had gone for an outof court settlement with a Gu jarat State public sector un dertaking  (PSU)  that  had “pocketed subsidy meant for farmers”. The Congress alleged that in 201213, the Gujarat State Fertilizers  and  Chemicals Ltd.  (GSFC)  diverted  funds from the Centre, meant to be given to farmers as subsidy, to dress up its account books by  showing  the  agricultural subsidy  as  part  of  its revenue. CM YK



Almost �1,000 < > crore was not distributed to the farmers  Abhishek Manu Singhvi Senior Congress leader



“That  is  virtually  embez zlement or window dressing of accounts — it is shown in your  revenue  account  to show  your  profits  [as] higher. So, if I give you a sub sidy,  instead  of  distributing it, you show it as revenue, so that  your  account  looks good. The UPA [United Pro gressive Alliance] found this out and stopped the subsidy in  2013,”  senior  Congress leader  Abhishek  Manu



Singhvi  said  at  a  press conference. He said the matter was be ing fought in court, but just before the Gujarat Assembly elections,  the  Centre  had reached  an  outofcourt settlement. “It is the worst form of de ception ...�986 crore was the irregularity  on  the  basis  of which  this  subsidy  was stopped.  Almost  �1,000 crore was not distributed to the farmers and used to win dow  dress  the  accounts  of GSFC.  No  credible  explana tion has come as to why this government has suddenly re started  it  [the  subsidy]  ex cept  that  elections  are



around the corner,” alleged Mr. Singhvi. The  Congress  said  that  if the  Centre  wanted  to  pass on the subsidies to the farm ers, it could have taken the direct benefit transfer (DBT) route to the farmers directly. "The  poor  farmer  never got the subsidy then. We had to  stop  it  for  mismanage ment.  He  is  not  getting  the subsidy  now,  when  you  are politicking with the Gujarat elections. If you have to give subsidy,  it’s  very  simple  — use  direct  benefit  transfer through  Aadhaar  or whatever. You do not have to go  through  the  GSFC,”  said the Congress leader.
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Controversial U.S. textbooks get nod Dalit groups, who had challenged portrayal of Indian society in California texts, say they will move court Varghese K. George Washington



The California State Board of Education (SBE) on Thursday approved 10 textbooks and rejected two, taking on board several demands made by the Hindu American Foundation (HAF) and dismissing concerns raised by Dalit groups. The curriculum framework and ensuing textbooks had become a subject of intense tussle among Indian American groups over questions related to the portrayal of Indian society and religions. Caste questions have been particularly contentious. Assertions in the approved textbooks include references to the Indus Valley civilisation as ‘Indus Saraswati’ civilisation; that Aryan migration to the subcontinent may not have happened at all and the varna system was “based on an individual’s natural abilities.” The HAF, supported by a group of 38 academics led by Jeffrey D. Long, Professor of Religion and Asian Studies at



Elizabethtown College in Pennsylvania, had sought the rejection of textbook drafts submitted by publisher Houghton Mifflin Harcourt “for adversely reflecting upon Hinduism and failing to include adequate materials about the LGBT community”. The group had demanded further changes to the drafts by other publishers such as the National Geographic, which were not approved. SBE President Mike Kirst said the final public hearing on Thursday leading up to the approval of the drafts “was the longest in the history of the state Board,” according to EdSource portal. Around 500 people spoke on Thursday. HAF leaders said they were happy about the outcome. “Most of our demands have been met,” said Suhag A. Shukla, executive director, HAF. Samir Kalra, HAF’s Senior Director, said the organisation had worked with most publishers who incorporated suggestions made to them. “We wanted the drafts



Must quit if sex abuse claims true: Trump Senate candidate denies allegations Agence France-Presse Washington



President Donald U.S. Trump believes a Republican Senate candidate should step aside if claims that he sexually abused a 14year-old girl are proven true, the White House says, but also that a mere allegation should not destroy the Alabama politician’s life. Roy Moore, a former State judge and Christian evangelical whose defence of a Ten Commandments display brought him national attention, has denied any impropriety. “Like most Americans, the President believes we cannot allow a mere allegation, in this case one from many years ago, to destroy a person’s life,” White House press secretary Sarah Sanders said aboard Air Force One, before the President landed in Vietnam for a summit. “However, the President also believes that if these allegations are true, Judge



ELSEWHERE



Roy Moore Moore will do the right thing and step aside,” she said.



On the record Four women, speaking on the record, told The Washington Post that Mr. Moore pursued them when they were 18 or younger and he was in his early thirties working as an assistant district attorney. According to the Post, Leigh Corfman, now 53, said when she was 14, Mr. Moore took her into his house in the woods near Gadsden, Alabama, and sexually abused her. Mr. Moore, 70, denies the allegations.



A page from a California textbook describing the caste system in India.  NYT *



of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt to be rejected and it has been accepted,” he said.



Legal remedies Thenmozhi Soundararajan, co-founder of South Asian Histories for All Coalition (SAHFA), and representing “caste-oppressed immigrant groups”, said the hearing on Thursday was a “systematic disenfranchisement” of Dal-



its. “They completely overwhelmed the process with numerical strength. We will seek legal remedies.” She said the approved textbooks had “discriminatory content that rewrite South Asian history to be in line with Hindu nationalist fiction.” “The approved textbooks erase the inherent, institutional and ongoing caste oppression of Dalits and religious minorities like Muslims, Buddhists, Christians and Sikhs. They also erase the historical and ongoing resistance to Brahmin Hindu violence by Dalits, Muslims, Sikhs, Buddhists and others.”



Adverse reflection Asked to explain “adverse reflection upon Hinduism” — a complaint raised by the HAF — Ms. Shukla said: “Many of these adverse reflections are rooted in the images and captions selected for use by textbook publishers.” She said many of the drafts showed “subsequent Indic religions as an improvement



upon or superior to Hinduism, and gloss over the dynamic relationships between the various Indic religions” and the HAF sought replacement of “stereotyped and exoticised images depicting Hinduism and India as poor, primitive, and dirty”. The HAF argued that according to the the framework approved last year, “textbooks are required to explain the difference between varna and jati — varna being best understood as an individual’s personality type based on gunas or inherent qualities, and jati or class, which is often based on occupation or guild”. The SBE’s approvals and rejections are based on textbook drafts as they existed on September 28, when the Instructional Quality Commission considered them. Further representations made by groups and changes promised by publishers have not been incorporated. Ms. Shukla said the HAF hoped these changes would be incorporated as well.



Russia, U.S. take reciprocal steps on media registration To make the other’s news outlets list as foreign agents Agence France-Presse Moscow



Russian lawmakers raced on Friday to draft measures requiring U.S. media outlets and possibly social media networks to register as foreign agents, saying they could be adopted as early as next week. The measures, which are being prepared ahead of Russia’s presidential election in March, would be a huge blow to already tattered U.S.-Russia ties. Vyacheslav Volodin, Speaker of the lower house of Russia’s Parliament, the State Duma, charged deputies with updating existing legislation after state-controlled Russia Today (RT) television was ordered by Washington to register as a “foreign agent” by Monday. Mr. Volodin told Russian reporters that the new measures, which would affect dozens of U.S. news organisations operating in Russia, including CNN and Voice of



The measures would be a huge blow to the already tattered U.S.Russia ties.  America, could be adopted at first reading on Wednesday and at a third and final reading next Friday.



‘Fake news’ Washington has been fighting what it calls a barrage of “fake news” from Russian media, including RT and the Sputnik news agency, which it says is aimed at interfering in U.S. domestic politics. “What the U.S. authorities are doing today is an infringement on fundamental civil rights, on freedom of speech,” Mr. Volodin said.



Globalisation is irreversible: Xi



Turkey holds 82 foreigners ‘linked to IS’



Chinese President defends multinational trade deals that ‘helped poorer nations’ 



Agence France-Presse



Agence France-Presse



Ankara



Danang



Turkish authorities have detained 82 foreigners in Istanbul suspected of having links to the Islamic State and planning to go to Syria, as Turkey’s crackdown against the jihadist group widens. Police officers have been conducting raids almost daily against IS cells across the country, with increasing intensity in the past few weeks. The state-run Anadolu news agency said the suspects had been involved with IS fighters in “conflict zones”, and were planning to try to reach Syria “in the coming days.” Separately, the privately owned Dogan news agency reported that nearly 800 alleged IS members had illegally crossed into Turkey from Syria, though it did not say over what period. Police raided 14 addresses in Istanbul, and also detained 11 other suspects of Syrian origin in the southern city of Adana, Anadolu reported.



Chinese President Xi Jinping laid out his country’s credentials as the new champion of world trade on Friday, calling globalisation an “irreversible historical trend”, in comments that offered a contrast to the “America First” doctrine espoused by Donald Trump moments earlier. Speaking at the APEC summit in Vietnam, Mr. Xi conceded that the philosophy behind free trade needed to be repurposed to be “more open, more balanced, more equitable and more beneficial to all” but defended multinational trade deals, which he said helped poorer nations benefit from global commerce. “We should support the multilateral trading regime and practice open regionalism to allow developing members to benefit more from international trade and investment,” he said. Speaking at the same stage moments earlier, Mr. Trump gave a spirited airing



Meaning business: President Xi Jinping arrives to speak on the �nal day of the APEC Summit in Danang.  REUTERS *



of his “America First” doctrine, saying Washington would “no longer tolerate” unfair trade, closed markets and intellectual property theft, as he seeks to rewrite the rules of global commerce.



More reforms Meanwhile, China on Friday said it will further open the country’s financial markets to foreign firms, a key demand from the U.S. and



Europe, which have long complained about the strict limits on access to the giant economy. The announcement came after Mr. Trump's state visit to Beijing during which the U.S. leader called for a more level playing field for American companies and measures to reduce a massive trade imbalance. China’s Vice Finance Minister Zhu Guangyao said foreign firms will be allowed to



own as much as 51% of shares of tie-ups in securities, funds and futures industries, instead of the current 49% limit, according to the official Xinhua news agency. The limits will be phased out in three years. Foreign ownership restrictions in Chinese banks and financial asset management firms will also be lifted, Mr. Zhu said, as he discussed the “consensus” reached during Mr. Trump’s state visit, according to Xinhua. Overseas companies are currently not allowed to have a controlling stake in firms in China. Foreigners cannot hold more than a quarter of a China-based bank’s capital. The limit has made it difficult for foreign banks to play any major role in the Chinese market. The U.S. and the European Union have long complained about a lack of access in a host of industries. Mr. Trump railed against China's “very one-sided and unfair” trade relations with the U.S. during his talks with President Xi.



“The United States speaks beautifully about the freedom of speech when it comes to other countries but acts dogmatically itself.” His deputy Pyotr Tolstoy called for the mobilisation of all of the country’s political forces, saying it was “an emergency situation.” Lawmakers said the measures targeting U.S. media would be “reciprocal” and would set the same limitations that U.S. authorities were seeking to impose on Russian media. A senior lawmaker with the ruling United Russia party, Sergei Neverov, told reporters that the new measures could include social networks. The head of Russia Today, Margarita Simonyan, said the broadcaster was “suddenly” told by Washington it had until Monday to register as a “foreign agent” in the United States or face having its accounts frozen, among other measures.



Three hurt in France car attack Agence France-Presse Toulouse



A man rammed a vehicle into three Chinese students near the French city of Toulouse on Friday, leaving one of them in a serious condition, police sources said. The driver, who was arrested immediately afterwards in the city’s Blagnac suburb, acted “deliberately” but was not on a list of known extremists, one source said, asking not to be named. France has been victim of a series of vehicle attacks by extremists inspired by the Islamic State, but there was no immediate confirmation of the driver’s identity or motive. The BFM news channel said the man was known to police for previous non-terror crimes and officers were checking if he suffered from major psychological problems. All three of Friday’s victims were in their twenties, with a 23-year-old woman the most seriously injured.



In Lahore, smog is a �fth season  Levels of dangerous particles in city’s air reach 30 times the safe limit  way it had in China and to raise awareness about hazards and solutions, we needed the numbers to be out there,” said Mr. Omar, whose Pakistan Air Quality Initiative publishes data about air pollution and information about its effects on health. Mr. Omar’s Twitter updates have prompted many of Lahore’s middle- and upper-class residents to buy air purifiers and don face masks.



MEHREEN ZAHRA-MALIK Lahore



Hariri free to move around: French Minister PARIS



Lebanon's Saad Hariri (in pic), who resigned as PM in the weekend, is "free to move around", French Foreign Minister JeanYves Le Drian said on Friday amid rumours he was being held against his will in Saudi Arabia. "He went to Abu Dhabi the day before the President [Emmanuel] Macron's visit, so we think he's free to move around," Mr. Drian said. AFP



Pak. religious parties announce revival of MMA LAHORE



Six mainstream religious parties of Pakistan have decided to revive the Muttahida MajliseAmal (MMA), a decade after the political alliance was dissolved over differences. The parties in the MMA represent all the four schools of thought — Brelvi, Deobandi, Ahle Hadith and Shia. PTI



Doctor pleads guilty to groping minor on flight NEW YORK



A 29yearold Indian doctor has pleaded guilty to groping a minor girl who was sitting next to him on a New Jersey bound United Airlines flight, according to officials. Vijaykumar Krishnappa, a physician, was flying from Seattle on July 23 when he allegedly assaulted a 16year old girl sitting next to him.  Dr. Krishnappa appeared before a federal magistrate in Newark on Wednesday. PTI
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For nearly two weeks, Lahore, Pakistan’s secondlargest city, has been like one huge airport smokers’ lounge. But Abid Omar’s jaw still dropped on Wednesday when he checked the airquality monitor he had installed to track the city’s appalling pollution. It said that levels of the dangerous particles known as PM2.5, small enough to penetrate deep into the lungs and enter the bloodstream, had reached 1,077 micrograms per cubic meter — more than 30 times what Pakistan’s government considers the safe limit. “You can see and smell the smoke all day; you can actually touch the filth,” said Amna Manan, a 26-year-old manager for a multinational company in Lahore, a city of 11 million. “Half the time, I’m scared to breathe in.” While Delhi’s air quality has generated headlines worldwide in recent days, experts say the air in Lahore rivals the Indian capital’s for toxicity. The problem is not limited to the city; in 2015, according to a World Health Organisation estimate, almost 60,000 Pakistanis died from the high level of fine particles in the air, one of the world’s highest death tolls from air pollution. For years, Pakistani environmentalists have referred to November, when crop burning, higher emissions and cold weather combine to blanket Lahore and the rest of Punjab province with acrid smog, as a “fifth season”. As in India, which Pun-



Breathing uneasy: Members of a family use face masks to protect themselves from morning smog in Lahore.  REUTERS *



jab borders, the problem seems to have been getting worse, and this month, it has reached what many Pakistanis are calling a crisis point. Yet, there is little official data on the sources of the pollution or on just how bad the air actually is. In announcing a new anti-smog policy this month, the Punjab government admitted it had “scant” data, saying only that the official safety limit for PM2.5 particles, 35 micrograms per cubic meter, was “exceeded frequently”. Naseem-ur-Rehman, a director at Punjab’s Environment Protection Department, admitted that the government had bought six air-quality monitors last year but never installed them — until last week, when a public outcry over the lack of data led to a scramble to set them up across Lahore. He said the department was “closely monitoring the situation,” but as of Thursday, it was still not releasing air-



quality numbers. “This is a crisis of data,” said Ahmad Rafay Alam, an environmental lawyer and activist in Lahore. He said six meters were insufficient for a city the size of Lahore, let alone for all of Punjab.



Beijing experience In the absence of official information, some Pakistanis have taken matters into their own hands. One is Mr. Omar, who installed air monitors in Lahore, Islamabad, Peshawar and Karachi, where he lives. He has set up Twitter accounts to post the readings in real time. Mr. Omar was inspired by his experience living in Beijing, where the U.S. Embassy changed the debate about pollution years ago by publishing air-quality readings on Twitter. The Chinese authorities were ultimately prompted to set up dozens of air-monitoring stations in the capital and across China. “I realised that in order for air quality to become a national conversation in the



Citizens’ initiative Another activist, Aysha Raja, who runs a popular bookstore in Lahore, started a Facebook group called Citizens for Clean Air, to discuss possible solutions to the smog problem and put pressure on the government to address it. “The political will is missing on the government side,” Ms. Raja said. “We the public need to act as a pressure group, as a watchdog, to make sure that they do something effective.” The throat-burning, eyestinging smoke plaguing Punjab has created problems beyond the obvious health concerns. On Tuesday alone, at least a dozen people were killed in road accidents linked to poor visibility in Lahore, according to the police. Major highways have been intermittently closed because of the visibility problems. “Lahore looks like a dystopian wasteland right now, kind of like a scene from ‘Blade Runner,'” said Adil Ghazi, a business owner. NY TIMES
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market watch 10-11-2017



% CHANGE



Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 33,315 ddddddddddddddd0.19 US Dollar dddddddddddddddddddd 65.16 ddddddddddddd -0.33 Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 30,530 ddddddddddddddd0.26 Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 63.99 ddddddddddddddd0.29



SBI’s insurer stake sale ‘EAC has clear road map to create jobs’ lifts net to �1,581.55 cr. PM’s economic advisory council also working on an economy tracking monitor for achieving Health, Educa tion and Social Inclusion out comes,”  the  PMEAC  said  in the statement.



Special Correspondent



NEW DELHI



NIFTY 50 PRICE CHANGE



Adani Ports . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 432.05. . . . . . . . -1.35 Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 270.10. . . . . . . . -0.90 Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1178.60. . . . . . -17.00 Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 740.10. . . . . . -49.30 Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 544.80. . . . . . . . . 4.40 Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3253.35. . . . . . . 53.35 Bajaj Finance . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1745.00. . . . . . . . -8.00 Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 503.45. . . . . . . . -0.80 Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20457.05. . . -669.15 BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 512.10. . . . . . -10.05 Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 609.30. . . . . . . . -5.25 Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 284.35. . . . . . . . . 1.10 Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2347.85. . . . . . -22.25 Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 30551.65. . . -301.65 GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 457.10. . . . . . . . . 6.00 HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 867.05. . . . . . . . -8.90 HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1709.50. . . . . . -16.35 HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1822.00. . . . . . . . -5.85 Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3605.10. . . . . . . . . 7.35 Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 264.05. . . . . . . . . 0.75 HPCL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 416.85. . . . . . -14.70 Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1290.65. . . . . . . 37.75 Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1225.05. . . . . . . . -9.95 ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 318.50. . . . . . . . . 7.20 IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1660.30. . . . . . . . -6.45 Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 426.75. . . . . . . . -2.45 Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 962.05. . . . . . . . . 7.55 Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 394.85. . . . . . . . . 0.25 ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 261.70. . . . . . . . . 1.65 Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 993.40. . . . . . -11.95 L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1264.95. . . . . . . 49.05 Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 833.30. . . . . . . . . 2.85 M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1392.95. . . . . . . 31.65 Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 8183.50. . . . . . -21.30 NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 176.55. . . . . . . . -1.50 ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191.10. . . . . . . . . 1.50 PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 211.35. . . . . . . . . 3.35 Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 883.85. . . . . . -16.65 State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 333.55. . . . . . . 19.85 Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 527.85. . . . . . . . -6.05 Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 422.55. . . . . . -17.60 Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 702.25. . . . . . . . -1.15 TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2708.75. . . . . . -27.65 Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 491.00. . . . . . . . . 0.75 UltraTech Cement . .. . . . 4450.85. . . . . . . 87.50 UPL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 735.10. . . . . . . . -9.45 Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 323.85. . . . . . . . . 0.10 Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 302.65. . . . . . . . . 0.15 YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 304.05. . . . . . . . -0.60 Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 542.75. . . . . . . . . 4.60



EXCHANGE RATES Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4 p.m. on November 10 CURRENCY



TT BUY



TT SELL



US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 64.96. . . . . . . 65.28 Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 75.61. . . . . . . 75.98 British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 85.49. . . . . . . 85.92 Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 57.23. . . . . . . 57.52 Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.78. . . . . . . . . 9.83 Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 65.32. . . . . . . 65.64 Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 47.73. . . . . . . 47.97 Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . .. . 51.25. . . . . . . 51.52 Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 15.49. . . . . . . 15.58 Source:Indian Bank



BULLION RATES



CHENNAI



November 10 rates in rupees with previous rates in parentheses Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 42.70. . . . . (42.80) 22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,820. . . . . (2,813)
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Stock surges 6.2% as lender’s NPA ratios decline sequentially SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT Mumbai



State Bank of India (SBI), the country’s largest lender, pos ted  a  standalone  second quarter  net  profit  of �1,581.55 crore helped by the sale of a stake in its life insur ance venture.  The bank, which booked a profit of �5,436.17 crore from selling a stake in SBI Life In surance  Co.,  also  reported that fresh slippages declined sharply to �9,026 crore from �26,249  crore  in  the  first quarter.  As  a  result  both gross and net nonperform ing asset (NPA) ratios shrank sequentially,  with  the  gross NPA ratio easing by 14 basis points (bps) to 9.83% and net NPA narrowing by 54 bps to 5.43%.



‘Positive surprise’ SBI’s  effort  to  improve  its balance  sheet  quality cheered  investors,  with  the shares  climbing  6.2%  to close at �333.20 on the BSE on Friday. “Sharp  fall  in  fresh  slip pages  has  positively  sur prised  us,  as  we  were  pro jecting  slippages  of  about �15,500  crore”  for  the second quarter, Reliance Se curities wrote in a note to cli ents. “Further, the new man agement chose to strengthen the balance sheet over profit ability  by  increasing  provi sion coverage ratio.” The  numbers  are  not strictly  comparable  as  SBI had merged five of its associ ate banks as well as Bhartiya Mahila Bank in April 2017. Provisions  for  bad  loans was  �16,715  crore  in  the quarter  as  compared  to �15,169  crore  a  year  earlier. In the preceding quarter the bank  had  made  a  provision of �12,125 crore.  However,  the  provision coverage  ratio  improved  to 65.1% , an increase of 431 bps



Improving health: The rate at which the slippage ratio has started to come down portends good times, says SBI’s Kumar.



from June 2017. “We  have  enhanced  our loss  absorption  capacity,” SBI Chairman Rajnish Kumar said  during  the  postearn ings  media  briefing.  “We have to move to the interna tional accounting standard.”  “Yes, this quarter we had some cushion available from the stake sale of SBI Life,” he said. The insurance venture had held an initial public of fering  during  the  second quarter,  helping  SBI  partly dilute  its  holding  in  the insurer.



‘Will emerge stronger’ “SBI  is  capable  of  handling NPAs,” Mr. Kumar said. “We will  emerge  stronger,  just wait  for  two  or  three  quar ters. Retail franchise is giving us tremendous support.  “The  rate  at  which  the slippage ratio has started to come  down,  hopefully  we are  in  for  good  times,”  he said. SBI’s slippage ratio nar rowed  to  1.85%  in  the quarter  from  5.38%  in  the prior three months. Net interest income grew by  2.58%  yearonyear  to �18,586  crore  as  overall credit  offtake  remained



muted.  The  lender  expects loan growth to be about 5% for  the  current  financial year.  “We  are  not  chasing credit growth, the emphasis is on the credit quality… on higher  return  on  assets,” SBI’s Mr. Kumar said. Between  April  and September, the lender’s staff strength  declined  by  more than  10,000  —  to  2,69,219, from 2,79,803 as 11,382 em ployees  retired  during  the quarter and only 798 people joined the bank.



Bank of India net rises Separately, Bank of India re ported  a  41%  jump  in  net profit at �179 crore, as provi sion for NPAs declined. NPA  provisions  at  the staterun lender declined to �1,867  crore  in  the  second quarter from �2,190 crore a year earlier and �2,156 crore in  the  preceding  three month period. The bank’s gross NPA ratio has declined successively in the last four quarters and is now at 12.62% as compared to 13.45% in September 2016. The provision coverage ratio improved  to  65.23%,  from 55.23% a year earlier.



day for only the second time since its inception, the Coun cil said its “unique feature is turning out to be its ability to link  economic  growth  with social  aspects,  with  greater last mile connectivity.” “Its  value  addition  as  an independent  institutional mechanism for providing in formed advice to the Prime Minister is increasingly being recognised,  with  focused timebound  recommenda tions to move from policy to practice,  benefiting  from consultation  with  a  wide spectrum  of  experts  and stakeholders,”  the  Council said.  The  Council’s  chairman stressed on the need for ac cording  high  priority  to  in frastructure  financing  and made a presentation on the issue with a focus on devel oping new mechanisms for a risk  coverage  umbrella,  the statement said.



The  Prime  Minister’s  Eco nomic Advisory Council said on  Friday  that  it  had  spelt out a ‘clear road map’ for the government to ramp up job creation  and  infrastructure financing  avenues  while  in vesting  more  resources  in health,  education  and  skill development.  While it did not reveal any details  of  the  roadmap,  the Council  headed  by  NITI Aayog  member  Bibek Debroy  said  in  a  statement that it had also begun work on designing a new tracking monitor  for  the  economy that  would  link  economic growth indicators with social indicators, as well as improv ing  the  country’s  National Accounts.  Taking  the  idea  further, the Council also sought to set a similar  tone  for  the  Fif teenth Finance Commission



which  would  recommend the formula for sharing taxes between the Centre and the States  and  the  allocations that  each  State  would  re ceive,  for  the  fiveyear period  between  2020  and 2025. “It  formulated  far  reach ing  recommendations  to guide  the  evolving  frame work  for  the  Fifteenth  Fin ance Commission, including the incentivisation of States



Cabinet gives nod for  expo centre



Weak manufacturing drags down IIP growth to 3.8%



Special Correspondent



Contraction in consumer durables output adds to gloom



New Delhi



The Union Cabinet on Fri day approved a proposal to develop  an  Exhibition cumConvention  Centre (ECC)  in  the  national  cap ital at an estimated cost of �25,703 crore by 2025. Once  fully  operational, the  ExhibitioncumCon vention  Centre  at  Dwarka is  expected  to  bring  New Delhi  in  the  league  of Shanghai, Hong Kong and Singapore in the area of ex hibition market, an official statement said, adding that currently  India  lacked  an integrated world class facil ity which can meet the re quirements  of  global  ECC operators. The project is estimated to generate more than five lakh jobs. 



Bibek Debroy



‘Evolving initiatives’ The  Council  also  did  not share any assessment of the present  state  of  the  eco nomy, but said it ‘took stock of  the  economic  and  social analysis done by the theme groups  and  evolving  initiat ives’  led  by  its  different members.  Key issues, strategies and recommended interventions in  respect  of  these  themes were  discussed,  the  state ment added. “Innovative  steps  for  un locking growth, exports and employment potential were also  deliberated  upon  —  in cluding through transforma tion of India’s gold market,” the Council said. While  it  was  set  up  in September  and  met  on  Fri



Press Trust of India New Delhi



Industrial  production  grew at  a  slower  pace  of  3.8%  in September,  mainly  due  to subdued performance of the manufacturing  sector, coupled with contraction in output  of  consumer  dur ables. Factory output meas ured in terms of the Index of Industrial  Production  (IIP) rose  5%  in  September  2016 and 4.5% in August this year, data released by the Central Statistics  Office  (CSO) showed on Friday. According to the data, IIP grew  at  a  meagre  2.5%  in AprilSeptember  this  fiscal compared to 5.8% in the first half of 201617. In  September,  growth  in



the  manufacturing  sector, which accounts for 77.63% of the  index,  slowed  to  3.4%, from  5.8%  a  year  earlier. During  AprilSeptember, manufacturing grew at 1.9%, down from 6.1% in the same period last fiscal. Consumer durable  goods  output  con tracted  by  4.8%  in  Septem



ber  as  against  a  growth  of 10.3%  in  the  previous  year. During  the  first  half  of  this fiscal,  the  output  of  these goods  declined  by  1.5%  as against a growth of 6.9% last year.  Electricity  generation growth  slipped  to  3.4%  in September  compared  to 5.1% a year before. However, mining recorded a growth of 7.9% in the month under re view as against a contraction of 1.2% a year ago. According to  the  usebased  classifica tion,  growth  rates  in September  2017  came  in  at 6.6%  for  primary  goods, 7.4% for capital goods, 1.9% for  intermediate  goods  and 0.5% for infrastructure/con struction goods compared to the previous year.
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IN BRIEF



India, Canada may ‘trade o�’ wish lists  Upcoming trade talks will see both sides discussing issues such as high pulses tari�, travel curbs things,  enables  investors  to sue  governments  before  in ternational  tribunals  and seek huge compensation for the  economic  harms  they suffer due to reasons includ ing policy changes.  Since December 2015, In dia  has  been  negotiating  its investment  pacts  on  the basis of its new Model Bilat eral Investment Treaty Text.



ARUN S New Delhi



Debjani to be �rst woman Nasscom head NEW DELHI



The National Association of Software and Services Companies named Debjani Ghosh as its president designate. She will succeed R. Chandrashekhar after the completion of his tenure in March. The former MD of Intel South Asia will be the �rst woman president of Nasscom.She has been a member of Nasscom’s Executive Council and a trustee of Nasscom Foundation.  PTI



Axis Bank to raise  $1.8 bn from Bain, LIC  MUMBAI



India’s Axis Bank Ltd. said on Friday it will raise �116.26 billion ($1.78 billion) by selling shares and convertible warrants to investors including Bain Capital and top Indian insurer Life Insurance Corp. Axis Bank said in a �ling that its board had approved selling up to 172.63 million shares on a preferential basis at �525 each and 45.36 million convertible warrants at �565 each.  Reuters



Vedanta to lift oil output with $850 mn spending NEW DELHI



Vedanta Ltd. announced a $850 million investment for raising oil and gas production from its Rajasthan oil�elds by about 1,00,000 barrels a day. In a regulatory announcement, the company said its board of directors had approved brown�eld growth projects. The �elds were previously operated by Cairn India, which has now merged with Vedanta Ltd. The company currently produces less than 1,60,000 boepd from Rajasthan.  PTI



India  and  Canada  will  next week  discuss  ways  to  take forward  talks  on  the  pro posed bilateral trade and in vestment pacts. Also on the agenda  will  be  measures  to remove  irritants,  including those  affecting  trade  in goods,  especially  ‘high’  tar iffs  on  farm  items  such  as pulses, and services, particu larly ‘curbs’ relating to easier movement  of  skilled workers. In the talks related to the proposed CanadaIndia Free Trade Agreement (FTA), offi cially known as the Compre hensive  Economic  Partner ship  Agreement,  both  sides are  expected  to  exchange their  respective  services trade wish list, indicating the areas where they would like to gain from the trade pact, said official sources.  One main area of interest



Eyeing deals: India is keen on ensuring easier movement of its skilled workers for short term work. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK *



for  India  is  ensuring  easier movement  of  Indian  skilled workers to Canada for short term work.  The last round of FTA ne gotiations saw modalities on goods trade taking shape. Both countries are learnt to be getting closer to final ising  the  proposed  bilateral Foreign  Investment  Promo tion  and  Protection  Agree ment (FIPPA). 



India and Canada had said in  June  2007  that  they  con cluded the FIPPA talks. How ever, the agreement has not yet  been  ratified  and  made operational.  India is learnt to have had reservations  regarding  the inclusion  of  provisions  on the  InvestorState  Dispute Settlement  (ISDS)  mechan ism in the FIPPA.  The  ISDS,  among  other



MRF’s net slips as raw material costs climb



M&M pro�t jumps 25%, board recommends 1:1 bonus share



Pro�t declines 22% to �300 crore



Mahindra posts standalone net pro�t of �1,331.57 crore



Special Correspondent



Press Trust of India



CHENNAI



Mumbai



Tyre  major  MRF  Ltd.  has posted  a  22%  decline  in  its standalone net profit for the second  quarter  ended September  2017  at  �300 crore against �385 crore re gistered for the correspond ing  year  earlier  period  on rising raw material costs. During the period under review, the total income slid by 2% to �3,660 crore from �3,737 crore.  Raw  material  costs  in creased  by  15%  to  �2,198 crore  from  �1,1915  crore. Other  expenses  also  in creased  marginally  to  �562 crore. The  board  of  directors approved payment of an in



Homegrown utility vehicles major  Mahindra  and Mahindra  on  Friday  repor ted  a  25%  increase  in  stan dalone net profit at �1,331.57 crore for the second quarter ended September 30. The company had posted standalone  net  profit  of �1,067.03 crore in the year earlier  quarter.  Revenue from  operations  was  at �12,182.07  crore  while  it stood  at  �11,446.14  crore  in the same period last fiscal.



Total income slid by 2% to �3,660 cr. from �3,737 cr. terim  dividend  of  �3  per share for the financial year ended  March  2018  payable to  the  shareholders  as  of November 22, 2017.  Shares  of  the  company rose  3.54%  to  close  at �67,286.50 on the BSE.



Not comparable The figures are not compar able due to GST implement ation  from  July  this  year, M&M said in a filing.



McLeod Russel’s net pro�t goes up by 9%



Eveready gets nod  for McLeod JV talks 



Crop remained stagnant at 389 lakh kg



Venture to grow packet tea business Special Correspondent



Special Correspondent



KOLKATA



KOLKATA



Tea  major  McLeod  Russel India  Ltd.  has  closed  the second  quarter  with  a  9% rise  in  net  profit  at  �143.5 crore on higher prices. Crop remained  stagnant  for  the quarter at 389 lakh kg. However,  staff  costs  in creased by �17 crore on revi sion  of  wages  and  welfare costs. McLeod said that dur ing  the  January  to  Septem ber period, its own produc tion rose by 2.7 million kg as compared to last year, even as the contribution from the bought  leaf  factory  was lower by 0.4 million kg dur ing this period as compared to the year earlier. McLeod has operations in Vietnam,  Uganda  and  two companies  based  in Rwanda.  It  said  that  aggregate overseas operations saw im proved  profitability  during



Customs duty increase On trade in goods, one issue that  is  likely  to  top  the agenda would be India’s re cent decision to increase the rate of basic customs duty on peas to 50% from nil duty — a move  that  has  “upset” Canada  which  is  a  major pulses exporter, including to India.  On trade in services, India will push for easing norms in Canada  (Canada’s  Tempor ary  Foreign  Worker  Pro gram) to help Indian skilled



workers,  especially  profes sionals from the Information Technology field, to take up shortterm project work. Meanwhile,  three  Cana dian  Ministers  —  Navdeep Bains,  Minister  of  Innova tion, Science and Economic Development; FrançoisPhil ippe Champagne, Minister of International  Trade;  and Marc  Garneau,  Minister  of Transport – will lead a trade mission  to  India  from November  13  to  17,  accom panied  by  a  delegation  of nearly  200  Canadian  busi ness representatives, accord ing  to  a  statement  by  the High Commission of Canada in India.  The  Ministers  will  parti cipate  in  the  CanadaIndia Technology  Summit,  where there will be several signific ant business and innovation announcements  involving toptier  Canadian  compan ies, the statement added. 



the  first  half  of  2017. Through  its  gardens  in  As sam and Dooars in India, it produced  84.6  million  kg last  year  with  the  output from the bought leaf sector, boosting  its  crop  to  115.3 million kgs. Giving  an  industry  out look, the company said in a release  that  the  India  pro duction  is  expected  to  be lower  during  the  first  half, mainly due to lower produc tion in North India. 



The  board  of  Eveready  In dustries India Ltd. (EIIL) has authorised initiation of dis cussions with Mcleod Russel India  Ltd.  for  participating in a joint venture as a stra tegic  business  partner  for development  of  EIIL’s packet tea business as a sep arate entity. At its Friday meeting, the board okayed a proposal to enter into a sharepurchase agreement  with  McLeod  to operate  and  manage Greendale India Ltd. (a sub sidiary)  for  carrying  out EILL’s packet tea business as an equal joint venture. EIIL  and  McLeod  will bring their respective skills to rejuvenate the packet tea business.  While the agreement will allow EIIL, the dry cell bat terymaker  to  scale  up  its FMCG  business,  it  will  en



Mahindra and Mahindra sold 76,984 tractors in the second quarter. The  board  of  directors has  recommended  issue  of bonus shares in the ratio of 1:1, which is one bonus share of �5 each for every one fully paidup  share  of  �5  each. The  company  would  be seeking  shareholders’  ap



proval through a postal bal lot, it added. During  the  quarter,  the company sold 1,29,754 units of vehicles.  Tractor  sales  were  at 76,984 units while total ex ports were at 11,755 units. On the outlook, the com pany  said  that  while  India remains  one  of  the  fastest growing major economies in the  world,  the  pace  of  eco nomic  growth  in  recent quarters  has  remained  be low  its  potential.  “Growth momentum  is  likely  to  wit ness  a  cyclical  bounceback once  the  effects  of  some  of the recent transient factors fade away and the economy adjusts  to  the  GST  imple mentation,” it said.



Diwali dampener: The ‘insigni�cant’ dip in sales is attributed primarily to the high prestocking for the festival. 



Passenger vehicle sales decline 0.3%  Inventory correction led to drop: SIAM Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



Domestic passenger vehicle sales in the country dipped marginally by 0.3% in Octo ber on account of inventory correction  by  car  makers, industry  body  SIAM  has said. As  per  the  data  released on Friday, sales of passenger vehicles,  which  includes cars,  utility  vehicles  and vans, declined to more than 2.79  lakh  units  last  month from more than 2.80 lakh a year ago, the first decline in four months. While car sales were down 5.32% over 1.84 lakh vehicles, those of utility vehicles  were  up  12.44%  to 79,323 units.



‘Temporary blip’ “The decline is not neces sarily a reflection of market sentiment. It is a temporary blip...The decline in sales is more  to  do  with  inventory correction by the manufac turers,” SIAM director gen eral Vishnu Mathur said. There  was  inventory build up at the dealerships ahead  of  the  festival  pur chases  and  in  October  the manufacturers reduced dis patches, he added. The  last  time  passenger vehicle  sales  declined  this year was in June (11.21%). “After  a  blockbuster September  2017,  there  is  a very insignificant dip in the



overall  passenger  vehicle sales  numbers,  primarily due to high pre stocking for Diwali  which  fell  in  the earlier  part  of  the  month,” Sridhar  V,  Partner,  Grant Thornton  India  LLP,  said. He pointed out that passen ger  cars  had  lost  “some sheen”,  but  utility  vehicles kept the growth momentum continuing. “Globally, there is a shift to SUV, which is being evid enced in India as well. How ever, the impact of increase in  cess  could  have  also  af fected the overall growth in PVs. LCVs have shown a lag effect with sales improving after  MHCVs  had  shown growth arising out of BS IV conversions  earlier  this year.” Sales of twowheelers fell by  2.76%  to  more  than  17.5 lakh  vehicles  in  October. This  is  the  first  decline  in the segment since February this year. While motorcycle sales  declined  by  3.5%  to more than 11.04 lakh units, scooters sales grew margin ally by 0.53% to more than 5.71 lakh units. As  per  the  data,  total commercial  vehicles  sales rose 6.44% to 69,793 units in October.  Sales  of  medium and  heavy  commercial vehicles  grew  0.86%  to 26,158 units, while LCVs saw a growth of more than 10% in sales to 43,635 units.



able  McLeod,  among  the world’s large tea plantation companies,  to  access  the �10,000crore  packet  tea market. Both companies are part  of  the  Williamson Magor Group. EIIL now has three brands.  Earlier this year, the EIIL board had approved a recast of  the  lossmaking  packet tea business. 



Profits rise EIIL, which is now engaged in  a  range  of  FMCG  seg ments from lighting to small household  appliances, closed  the  second  quarter with a 42% rise in net profits at �36.4 crore, riding on im proved margins in its light ing business, and a onetime income  on  account  of  a transfer  of  a  leasehold  in Kolkata to the Kolkata Port Trust.  Operating income rose by 9% to �398.3 crore. 



China shopping gala: tech to pip deals? Closely watched Singles’ Day will see virtual reality dressing rooms, fewer o�ers Reuters SHANGHAI



Singles’ Day, once a celebra tion for China’s lonely hearts and now the world’s biggest shopping  spree,  opens  at midnight  on  Friday,  with millions of shoppers eager to snap up cutprice deals. At a starstudded event in Shanghai, ecommerce giant Alibaba will count down the clock for the annual Nov. 11 event — a 24hour extravag anza  that  outsells  the  U.S. Black  Friday  and  Cyber Monday sales combined, and acts as a barometer for Chi na’s consumer spending. Alibaba  alone  saw  $17.7 billion  of  goods  sold  on  its platform  at  last  year’s Singles’ Day.



‘Shopping is a sport’ Around  China,  consumers have  already  started  scout ing  for  deals  and  filling  up online shopping carts, while delivery men — and robots — CM YK



Consumption bonanza: Sta� and robots are gearing up for the estimated 1.5 billion parcels expected to need handling.  AFP *



are gearing up for the estim ated  1.5  billion  parcels  ex pected  over  the  next  six days. “This is a big event for China,  for  the  Chinese  eco nomy,”  cofounder  and Alibaba  vice  chairman Joseph Tsai said ahead of the sales bonanza. “On Singles’ Day, shopping is a sport, it’s entertainment.” “There are today over 300 million  middleclass  con



sumers in China. Every year, their  disposable  income  in creases, they are demanding better  quality  goods  and want a better standard of liv ing.  This  powerful  group  is propelling the consumption of China,” Mr. Tsai said. Analysts and investors will closely  watch  the  headline sales  number,  which  will race past $1 billion within a few  minutes  past  midnight,



and is likely to top last year’s total.  Spending  rose  by nearly a third at 2016’s sale — the  eighth  iteration  of  the event — but that was slower than  the  60%  increase logged in 2015. The  excitement  around the shopping blitz, however, masks the challenges facing China’s online retailers such as Alibaba and JD.com Inc., which  are  having  to  spend more  as  they  compete  for shoppers  in  a  broader  eco nomy where growth is slow ing.  Technology,  too,  has been key, with virtual reality dressing rooms and live fash ion  shows  to  attract  shop pers to haute couture. Ben Cavender, principal at China  Market  Research Group,  noted  that  brands were  being  more  careful with the deals they have on offer this year to avoid “mar gins getting killed.” In  previous  years,  most prices were often halved.
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IN BRIEF



Lankans look to get into competitive mode Signi�cance of �xture not lost on Sanju Samson and his bunch of aspiring cricketers Y.B. Sarangi KOLKATA



Federer sweeps ATP World Tour awards LONDON



World No.2 Roger Federer walked away with three honours, including the Stefan Edberg sportsmanship award, at the ATP World Tour Awards ceremony at the London Tower. In addition to being named the winner of the Stefan Edberg sportsmanship award, the Swiss tennis maestro also scooped ATP fans’ favourite for a 15th straight year as well as voted by fellow players as the Comeback Player of the Year. ANI



For a fringe player waiting in the wings to secure a place in the India team, exposure against a touring Test side provides a solid platform. Apart from enabling the Sri Lankan team to get used to the conditions, the twoday warm-up match, between the visitors and Board President’s XI, at the Jadavpur University ground here on Saturday, will give several Indian players a chance to make an impact. Even though the match has been reduced from three days to two and the Board team has only 12 members at its disposal, the fixture has not lost significance for some. “Players of State teams that are not playing the Ranji Trophy in this round have been picked for this game. Each of us has worked hard and this is a great opportunity and a good stage to perform,” said Board President's XI captain Sanju Samson, who will lead the side in



LANKANS IN INDIA place of an injured Naman Ojha. Personally, it will be a memorable moment for Sanju, who will lead the side on the day he turns 23. “I have led Kerala for a season and I am up for the challenge,” he said. Asked how the players would gel in such a short time as the Board team has managed just one practice session (under the guidance of coach Narendra Hirwani) before the match, Sanju said, “We know each other well. We have been playing domestic cricket for many years.”



Great experience On the prospect of facing a world-class spinner, Rangana Herath, Sanju said, “He is a very experienced cricketer. It is a practice match for him, but for us it is a great opportunity. He is a legend and to play against him will be a great experience.” Sri Lanka, which trained



without Roshen Silva, Dhananjay de Silva and Dilruwan Perera on the eve of the match, would like to use this opportunity to get acclimatised to the conditions and fine-tune its skills into competitive mode ahead of the first Test at the Eden Gardens starting on November 16. The scenic venue should witness a well-contested tour opener. The teams (from): Board President's XI: Sanju Samson  (capt.,  wk),  Abhishek Gupta,  Akash  Bhandari,  Avesh Khan,  Jalaj  Saxena,  Jiwanjot Singh, Ravi Kiran, Rohan Prem, B.  Sandeep,  Tanmay  Agarwal, Sandeep  Warrier  and  Anmol preet Singh. Sri Lanka: Dinesh  Chandimal (capt.),  Dimuth  Karunaratne, Sadeera  Samarawickrama, Lahiru  Thirimanne  (vicecap tain), Niroshan Dickwella (wk), Dilruwan  Perera,  Rangana Herath, Suranga Lakmal, Lahiru Gamage,  Dhananjaya  de  Silva, Angelo  Mathews,  Lakshan Sandakan,  Vishwa  Fernando, Dasun  Shanaka  and  Roshen Silva.



Warming up: Sri Lanka captain Dinesh Chandimal gets ready for the twoday match against Board President’s XI.



*
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Anderson named England vice-captain ADELAIDE



England fast bowler James Anderson was named vice captain for the Ashes series against Australia on Friday, replacing Ben Stokes who is suspended and under investigation over a nightclub brawl.  Meanwhile, Australian fast bowler Nathan CoulterNile, who has a history of spinal stress fractures, has been ruled out of the series due to the recurrence of a nagging back injury. AFP



‘Karate kick’ Evra banned until June 30 MARSEILLE



Patrice Evra ended his career with Marseille on Friday after his infamous karate kick on one of his own fans, the French giants announced. Marseille said they and the 36yearold had both agreed that the former Manchester United and French international would leave by “mutual consent”. Just moments earlier, Evra was banned by UEFA from all European tournaments until June 30, 2018 and fined €10,000. AFP



A.G. Milkha Singh passes away



BCCI rejects NADA jurisdiction



The dashing, irrepressible lefthanded batsman travelled beyond numbers  S. Dinakar CHENNAI



A fearless batsman, A.G. Milkha Singh’s batting, according to those who witnessed him at his peak, had the grace and flow of a natural. And there was a heart and feel to his cricket; he conjured runs rather than constructed them. Milkha, one of Tamil Nadu’s most charismatic cricketers, passed away following a cardiac arrest here on Friday morning. He was 75. An elegant left-handed batsman with the gift of timing, Milkha figured in four Tests for India. Although his success at the international stage was limited with a highest score of 35, many believed Milkha would have blossomed in Test cricket had he been given a longer run. Having made his Ranji debut at just 17, the precociously talented Milkha was only 18 when he wore the India cap. He matured with experience but did not receive another opportunity after the early bunch of Tests between 1960 and ’61. Milkha belonged to an il-



Ghosal triumphs



Stylish southpaw: A.G. Milkha Singh had the grace and �ow of a natural. THE HINDU ARCHIVES *



lustrious cricketing family that embraced the city’s cricketing ethos and culture after emigrating here from



Special Correspondent



G. Viswanath Mumbai



India’s National champion Saurav Ghosal beat Switzerland’s Nicolas Mueller 11-6, 11-8, 11-8 to win the $50,000 CCI International JSW Indian Squash Circuit at the CCI courts here on Friday. The 31-year-old Ghosal took home a prize money of $7671 and the runner-up, Mueller, $5248. A jubilant Ghosal said: “Just happy to win in India firstly; it’s my biggest PSA win as well in a 50k tournament. I made the final in Macau in September, but I lost [to Egypt’s Mohamed Abouelghar]. I have taken a lot of care of my body thins week. I am happy it’s worth it. “It’s a privilege to be



The national selection committee has acceded to the request of the Indian team management — perhaps on the advice of team physio Patrick Farhart — to rest Hardik Pandya for the entire three-Test series against Sri Lanka. The Baroda all-rounder is reported to have hurt a finger on his left hand during the final T20I against New Zealand at Thiruvananthapuram when attempting to stop a shot from Colin de Grandhomme off his own bowling. Pandya appeared to be in excruciating pain after being hit, but completed the over. The selection committee has not named a



here. Thank you to CCI and JSW and hopefully we can make it bigger and have more tournaments all over India. “This will help not just me, but those who are playing the PSA and the juniors who can watch us more regularly, not just once a year.”



cleared the ground and landed on the road!” Satwender told The Hindu, “I was very close to Milkha as he was my immediate brother. He cared for me, would coach me. He was such a lovely batsman to watch with those cover drives. I remember him playing Prasanna and Chandrasekhar on turning tracks with such ease.” Former India leg-spinner V.V. Kumar said, “He had this languid left-handed elegance, could play on the toughest of pitches, and batted according to the merit of the ball. He was the most stylish left-hander of his time.” Milkha was a kind-hearted man too. Satwender said, “He had a rough exterior but would shed tears if he witnessed something that moved him. He was generous, helped the needy youngsters.” Acknowledging his contribution, the BCCI and the TNCA condoled Milkha’s death. Milkha was one of a kind — a dashing, irrepressible batsman who travelled beyond numbers.



Pandya out of Sri Lanka Test series



Mumbai



Saurav Ghosal.



Amristar in 1904. His elder brother Kripal Singh, a technically accomplished batsman, notched up



a century on Test debut while younger sibling, the fleet-footed Satwender Singh, was a fine strokemaker for Tamil Nadu (then Madras). And their father A.G. Ram Singh was an outstanding left-arm spinning all-rounder for the State. Although Milkha’s grandfather Jwala Singh set up an electrical wiring business here, the family went on to make cricketing history. Milkha, Kripal and Satwender played together in the Ranji Trophy. And Kripal’s son Arjan turned out for Tamil Nadu and India under-19. Milkha’s numbers in first class cricket — 4324 runs in 88 matches at 35.44 — are rather impressive but don’t tell the entire story. This flamboyant batsman batted in the days of spicy wickets and top-notch bowlers in domestic cricket. Milkha made runs when it mattered for his State and Zone. He also found joy in his cricket. Milkha said to this writer once about his batting in the Sport and Pastime Trophy at the Marina. “I used to love hitting sixes that



“The all-India senior selection committee, in consultation with the Indian team management, has decided to rest all-rounder Hardik Pandya for the upcoming Paytm Test series against Sri Lanka. Mr. Pandya was named in the squad for the first two Tests. Considering Mr. Pandya’s recent workload, the decision was made to negate any possibility of a major injury concern.” Time-out: Hardik Pandya was rested to prevent injury aggravation ahead of the South Africa series. PTI *



replacement. “The team doesn’t want to aggravate a niggle into a grade-1 or -2 tear. India is scheduled to play South Africa from early next year.



Hardik has been playing all formats. He can always be considered for the limitedover series against Sri Lanka,” said a BCCI source. A BCCI press release said:



Vijay Lokapally



DOPE TESTING



NEW DELHI



The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) has expectedly rejected the move by the National AntiDoping Agency (NADA) to bring it under the latter’s jurisdiction for dope-testing in domestic cricket. The Board has contended that NADA had no jurisdiction to conduct the dope tests since the BCCI was not a National Sports Federation (NSF). The Board’s CEO, Rahul Johri, recently wrote to NADA chief Navin Agarwal: “It is relevant to mention here that the BCCI is not a National Sports Federation. Accordingly, NADA does not have jurisdiction to conduct dope testing of Indian cricketers in any domestic or international event organised by or under the aegis of BCCI.



‘No requirement’ “In light of the aforesaid, there is no requirement for any BCCI official to co-ordinate with NADA for dope testing of Indian cricketers either during competitions or out of completions.” A senior Board official added, “We follow the mandate set by the International Cricket Council (ICC) which is WADA (World Anti-Doping Agency) compliant and we have an adequate antidoping system in place.” The Board was also reacting to a communication from the Union Sports Ministry which had claimed that not adhering to NADA rules would invite sanction from



the WADA. The Board’s response was, “You will appreciate that for analysis and testing of samples, the BCCI adheres to the WADA International Standards for Laboratories and the WADA International Standards for Testing and Investigations. “Accordingly, the BCCI has engaged the services of the same expert sample collection agency that is also engaged by the ICC to provide sample collection services, viz., International Doping Tests and Management (IDTM).” Johri also pointed out, “The BCCI already has a robust dope testing mechanism which is employed for both during competitions and out-of-competitions and the testing of samples by IDTM is already being done at WADA accredited laboratory (NDTL) under aegis of the Sports Ministry.” The ICC is a WADA Codecompliant sports body despite its position related to the BCCI rules being at variance with the Code, and all other WADA regulations regarding domestic testing in any sport. The WADA rules do not provide for a role to a National federation in domestic testing or results management. The ICC template for National federations acknowledges the authority of a NADO at the national level but the BCCI rules are silent on NADA’s role.



The squad (for the first two Tests): Virat Kohli (capt.), K.L. Rahul,  M.  Vijay,  Shikhar Dhawan,  Cheteshwar  Pujara, Ajinkya Rahane (vicecaptain), Rohit  Sharma,  Wriddhiman Saha  (wicketkeeper),  R.  Ash win, Ravindra Jadeja, Kuldeep Yadav,  Mohammed  Shami, Umesh  Yadav,  Bhuvaneshwar Kumar and Ishant Sharma.



Croatia thrashes Greece Agence France-Presse ZAGREB



Croatia cruised to a 4-1 victory over Greece in a playoff first leg to move to the brink of a spot at next year’s FIFA World Cup finals in Russia. Croatia, which finished a disappointing second in Group I behind Iceland, is looking to qualify for its fifth World Cup since 1998. Meanwhile at Belfast, Switzerland took a giant step towards qualifying but needed a controversial penalty to earn a 1-0 win against Northern Ireland in the first leg of their play-off. Ricardo Rodriguez converted from the spot with just over half an hour to go after Corry Evans was deemed to have handled the ball. Northern Ireland coach CM YK



Rising to the occasion: Ivan Perisic �res in a closerange header for Croatia’s third goal against Greece.  REUTERS *



WC PLAYOFFS Michael O’Neill said he was “staggered and bewildered” by the decision. “The referee had no-one in his line of sight,” fumed O’Neill. “Corry’s arm isn’t in an unnatural position, it’s by his side. The ball hits him on



the back more than anything. I thought the referee had blown for a foul or an offside. Nobody had claimed for it.” The results: Northern Ireland 0 lost to Switzerland 1 (Rodriguez 58pen); Croatia 4 (Modric 13 pen,  Kalinic  19,  Perisic  34, Kramaric  49)  bt  Greece  1 (Sokratis 30).
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IN BRIEF



Karnataka tots up a humongous score Stuart Binny also hits a ton; lastwicket pair puts on a century partnership N. Sudarshan BENGALURU



Bekele, Kiplagat for Kolkata 25K KOLKATA



Distance running superstars Kenenisa Bekele and Florence Jebet Kiplagat will compete in the Tata Steel Kolkata 25K on December17. It will be the first ever race in India for Bekele, a threetime Olympic gold medallist and 18time World champion, and also his first 25K race. Kiplagat, who will head the women’s field, won at the 2009 IAAF World cross country championships and the 2010 IAAF World halfmarathon championship.



Paes & Raja in semis KNOXVILLE (USA)



Top seeds Leander Paes and Purav Raja defeated Liam Broady and Marcus Willis 75, 60 in the quarterfinals of the $75,000 Challenger tennis tournament here. Other results: $50,000 Challenger, Kobe: Semifinals: Christopher Rungkat (Ina) & Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan bt Alex Bolt & Bradley Mousley (Aus) 67(7), 64, [107]. $15,000 Futures, Meshref, Kuwait: Quarterfinals: Baptiste Crepatte & Leny Mitjana (Fra) bt Anvit Bendre & Anirudh Chandrasekar 63, 62.



Perry sizzles NEW DELHI



Four goals by Matthew Perry helped Sahara Warriors beat CavalryPiccadilly 65 in the semifinals of Sir Pratap Singh Cup 14goal polo tournament at the Jaipur Polo ground here on Friday.  The results: Sahara Warriots 6 (Matthew Perry 4, Padmanabh Singh, Siddhant Sharma) bt CavalryPiccadilly 5 (Dhruvpal Godara 3, Ravi Rathore, Aman Singh). Jindal Panther 9 (Simran Shergill 5, Shamsher Ali 3, Pranav Kapur) bt Sona Polo 7 (Abhimanyu Pathak 4, Raghav Rao 2, Daniel Otamendi).



PNBCAG match ends  in stalemate NEW DELHI:



Punjab National Bank and Comptroller and Auditor General of India played out a 33 draw in the 54th Nehru senior hockey tournament. The result ensured both teams would qualify for the semifinals from Pool B. The result: Pool B: PNB 3 (Gagandeep Singh 3) drew with CAG 3 (Manish Yadav 2, Nitin Mukesh Tigga); NHA 6 (Abhishek 2, Faraz Ahmed 2, Vivek Sagar, Rahul) bt Air India 0.



Veteran scorer passes away NEW DELHI



Veteran cricket scorer and journalist Rakesh Sanghi passed away in Chandigarh on Friday after prolonged illness. He was 59. Sanghi was a popular figure among scorers with a threedecade service to the game. He officiated in domestic and international matches in north India and was respected for his professionalism. Punjab Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh expressed grief over Sanghi’s death.



In full �ow: Stuart Binny stroked his way to a 10th First Class hundred on Friday. G.P. SAMPATH KUMAR *



Karnataka turned the screws and all but batted Delhi out of the game on day two of the Ranji Trophy Group ‘A’ fixture at the Alur ground near here on Friday. After Mayank Agarwal, it was Stuart Binny’s turn to make life miserable for Delhi as he scripted a stroke-filled ton (118, 155b, 18x4), his tenth in First Class cricket. Later in the day, Shreyas Gopal and A. Mithun showed how deep the host batted as they put together 101 runs for the 10th wicket and took their side to 649. Shreyas helped himself to 92 (165b, 11x4, 1x6) but was bowled around his legs by Vikas Sharma before he could complete what would have been a much-deserved century. In reply, openers Gautam Gambhir and Unmukt Chand took Delhi to 20 for no loss at stumps and will be hoping for the wicket to stay as true, as it has in the past two days, to have any chance of upstaging Karnataka’s gigantic total. Earlier, Delhi had waited till the second morning to take the new ball to give itself the best possible chance to peg the home side back. But



the dismissal of overnight centurion Mayank for the addition of just seven more runs to his score had nothing to do with it. Instead he was run out, falling to a direct hit from Nitish Rana at point, while trying to steal a non-existent single. Neither did the early morning conditions trouble Binny or C.M. Gautam (46, 81b, 8x4) as the two stitched a 111-run partnership. The former progressed at a brisk rate with hits to all parts of the ground. He brought up his half century with two consecutive fours — one straight down and the other square on the off-side. The century was had when Unmukt grassed a catch at first slip and the ball raced to the boundary. “Just the way I batted today was something I wanted to do for a long time,” Binny said later. “In the last couple of seasons I have held back and not played the way I should be playing. I would rate this innings in my top three for sure.” Gautam, while not as flamboyant and flashy as Binny, looked steady, but was caught at short fine-leg topedging a sweep. The wicketkeeper batsman will be gut-



Sports Bureau



Sanjay Ramaswamy and Aditya Sarvate helped Vidarbha put up a robust total of 499 in its first innings on the second day of the Ranji Trophy Group-D match against Bengal at the BCA ground on Friday. Pacer Lalit Yadav’s double assault helped Vidarbha gain a distinct upper hand as



Bengal closed the day at 89 for three. The scores: Vidarbha — 1st in nings: Faiz  Fazal  lbw  b  Dinda 142,  Sanjay  Ramaswamy  c Tiwary b Gani 182, Wasim Jaffer lbw b Seth 22, Siddhesh Wath c Saha b Dinda 14, Ganesh Satish c Easwaran b Porel 12, Apoorva Wankhede lbw b Porel 5, Aditya Sarvate c Saha b Porel 89, Ra jneesh  Gurbani  c  Goswami  b Dinda 4, Akshay Wakhare c Saha b Porel 12, Lalit Yadav c Saha b



Gani  0,  Siddhesh  Neral  (not out) 0; Extras (b4, lb2, nb11): 17; Total (in 138.1 overs): 499. Fall of wickets: 1259, 2289, 3 307,  4329,  5341,  6449,  7 466, 8476, 9499. Bengal  bowling: Ashok  Dinda 3551163, Kanishk Seth 355 1361, Ishan Porel 47101394, Aamir  Gani  17.10842, Koushik Ghosh 1050, Manoj Tiwary 30130. Bengal — 1st innings: Abhishek Raman c&b Wakhare 27, Abhi



Security lapses during T20I DDCA administratior dashes o� letter to CoP on the subject



manyu Easwaran lbw b Lalit 0, Sudip Chatterjee c Fazal b Lalit 15, Koushik Ghosh (batting) 1, Manoj Tiwary (batting) 36; Ex tras (b4, lb5, nb1): 10; Total (for  three  wkts.  in  24  overs): 89. Fall of wickets: 11, 243, 343. Vidarbha bowling: Lalit Yadav 83132, Rajneesh Gurbani 5 0230, Akshay Wakhare 40 261, Siddhesh Neral 52120, Aditya Sarvate 2060.



Gambhir is govt. nominee for DDCA Special Correspondent



Vijay Lokapally NEW DELHI



In a scathing communication to Delhi Police Commissioner Amulya Patnaik, the Delhi and District Cricket Association (DDCA) administrator Justice (retd.) Vikramajit Sen has pointed out security lapses during the India-New Zealand T20 International held at the Ferozeshah Kotla here on November 1. Thanking two officers — DCP Mandeep Singh Randhawa and Additional DCP Anto Alphonse — for their “unqualified support” before and during the match, Justice Sen wrote, “I would be remiss in not bringing to your attention a few issues / concerns which arose during the T20 match.” Justice Sen wrote, “It is a matter of great shame that that one of the most prominent names in cricket, Mr. Bishan Singh Bedi, was



turned away from Gate No. 2 even though it was apparent that he was unable to traverse the distance for the security check. “Not only was he a valid ticket holder, but was accredited by the DDCA to give a memento to Ashish Nehra on his retirement. It is prudent that a process is formulated during international matches to cater to differently-abled spectators, senior citizens and VVIP’s to ensure their safety and hassle-free access to the stadium.” Citing the lapses, Justice Sen said, “It is a matter of grave concern that some of the officers (posted at Gate No. 2) had on at least three occasions opened up the gate permitting over 50 persons on each occasion to enter the stadium premises. These persons were not checked, which is a grave security breach. From the



CCTV footage annexed, they were clearly trespassers who neither had accreditation nor a valid ticket.” Justice Sen demanded an inquiry into the issue of entry of persons without valid tickets, causing loss of revenue to the DDCA. He also pointed out that Delhi Police had demanded 650 accreditation cards and he was informed by his team that a large number of persons, “were using the accreditation to watch the match and were not in any way monitoring the security.” To set a precedent, Justice Sen has demanded list of “persons who were deputed at Ferozeshah Kotla in plain clothes so that I can submit this list in a sealed cover to the Hon High Court of Delhi, if the identity of the person allotted the accreditation during the T20 match is a security concern.”



ROUND FIVE, DAY TWO



Group A At Guwahati: Uttar Pradesh 349 vs Assam 279 for six in 74 overs (Rishav  Das  52,  Sibsankar  Roy 72, Amit Sinha 48, Saurabh Ku mar four for 64).  At Pune: Maharashtra 481 in 155 overs (Ankit Bawane 92, Rohit Motwani 189, Amit Mishra four for  98,  Karan  Thakur  four  for 114) vs Railways 88 for no loss in 24 overs (Shivakant Shukla 47 batting).  At Bengaluru: Karnataka 649 in 172.2  overs  (R.  Samarth  58, Mayank  Agarwal  176,  Manish Pandey  74,  Stuart  Binny  118, C.M. Gautam 46, Shreyas Gopal 92)  vs  Delhi  20  for  no  loss  in five overs. Group B At Jamshedpur: Jammu & Kash mir  376  in  100.3  overs (Shubham  Khajuria  101,  Owais Shah 84, Punit Bisht 115, Varun Aaron four for 54) vs Jharkhand 220  for  five  in  73  overs  (Mo hammad  Nazim  Siddiqui  70,



Anand Singh 68). At  Lahli: Haryana  223  in  79 overs (Harshal Patel 83) vs Ra jasthan 74 for seven in 36 overs. At  Rajkot: Saurashtra  570  in 161.4  overs  (Snell  Patel  156, Cheteshwar Pujara 182, Jaydev Shah  46, Prerak Mankad 62, Chirag Jani 46,  Siddharth Desai  four  for 154) vs Gujarat 45  for  no  loss in 14 overs.  Group C At  Agartala: Andhra  402  in 144 overs (D.B. Prashanth  Ku mar  133,  Hanuma  Vihari  62, Ricky  Bhui  74,  Ashwin  Hebbar 43, Abhijit Sarkar five for 68) vs Tripura 68 for one in 31 overs.  At Mumbai: Mumbai 171 vs Bar oda  376  for  four  in  115  overs (Adithya  Waghmode  138, Vishnu  Solanki  54,  Deepak



ted to not make good on the start, especially when runs haven’t quite flowed from his bat in recent matches.



c&b  Vikas  Tokas  118,  C.M. Gautam  c  Milind  b  Manan  46, Shreyas  Gopal  b  Vikas  Mishra 92, K. Gowtham b Vikas Sharma 12,  Vinay  Kumar  st.  Pant  b Manan  0,  A.  Mithun  (not  out) 35; Extras (nb5, w3, b1,lb5): 14; Total (in 172.2 overs): 649. Fall  of  wickets: 121,  2133,  3 181, 4317, 5358, 6469, 7524, 8543, 9548.  Delhi  bowling: Navdeep  Saini



The scores: Karnataka  —  1st  innings:  R. Samarth  c  Gambhir  b  Vikas Mishra  58,  K.L.  Rahul  c  Vikas Mishra  b  Khejroliya  9,  Mayank Agarwal run out 176, Karun Nair lbw b Manan 15, Manish Pandey c Pant b Saini 74, Stuart Binny



Hooda  75,  Swapnil  Singh  63 batting).  At Cuttack: Tamil Nadu 530 for eight decl. in 165 overs (M. Vijay 140,  N.  Jagadeesan  88,  B.  In drajith 46, Vijay Shankar 100, B. Aparajith 109 not out) vs Odisha 36 for no loss in 13 overs. Group D At New Delhi (Palam): Services 263 in 107.2 overs (Nakul Verma 64, Nitin Tanwar 43, Vikas Ya dav  84)  vs  Goa  150  for  six  in 69.3 overs (Sagun Kamat 50).  Dharamsala: Himachal Pradesh 175  in  44.2  overs  vs  Chhattis garh 389 in 120 overs (Rishabh Tiwari 131, Ashutosh Singh 54, Amandeep Khare 78).  At  Kalyani:  Vidarbha  499  in 138.1 overs (Faiz Fazal 142, San jay Ramaswamy 182, A.A. Sar wate  89,  Ishan  Porel  four  for 139) vs Bengal 89 for three in 39 overs. 265801, Kulwant Khejroliya 2831221,  Vikas  Tokas  263 1111,  Vikas  Mishra  50.28 1523,  Manan  Sharma  375 1513, Milind Kumar 50270 Delhi  —  1st  innings: Unmukt Chand  (batting)  8,  Gautam Gambhir (batting) 12; Total (for no loss in 5 overs): 20. Karnataka  bowling:  Vinay  Ku mar  3180,  A.  Mithun 21120.



Maharashtra’s tail wags



Vidarbha wrests control KALYANI



RANJI SCORES



NEW DELHI



Gautam Gambhir was on Friday named a Government nominee to the managing committee of the DDCA, currently being administered by Justice (Retd.) Vikramajit Sen. “Had the honour of adjusting fields at Ferozeshah Kotla. Time to adjust ‘corridors’ at DDCA to help restore its glory days,” he tweeted on Friday. But a BCCI official termed it as a case of conflict of interest since Gambhir is an active cricketer.



Golmei wins Calvin Golmei beat Ajay Malik 6-2, 2-6, 6-4 for the under-18 boys’ title in the AITA Super Series tournament on Friday.



CHANDIGARH



Other winners:  Boys:  U16: Krishan  Hooda. Girls: U18: Kaavya Sawhney. U16: Sandeepti Singh Rao. 



Motwani sends Railways on a leatherhunt; hosts make 481 Amol Karhadkar PUNE



With the last two specialist batsmen at the crease and a long tail to follow, Maharashtra captain Ankeet Bawane had hoped after the first day’s play on Thursday that the last five wickets would add a hundred more to its score and seize control against Railways in their Ranji Trophy Group A tie. As it transpired, Rohit Motwani’s personal best of 189 (427m, 328b, 24x4, 3x6) and valuable support from the tailenders ensured that the host added 232 to the overnight 249 for five before being all out for 481 to end an extended second session. Had Rahul Tripathi latched on to a sharp chance offered by Saurabh Wakaskar and Motwani not missed a stumping to see the back of Shivakant Shukla off the last ball of the day, it would have been a perfect day for the host. The first two sessions belonged to Maharashtra. Motwani and Chirag Khurana saw off the first hour without much trouble before Khurana played Amit Mishra on to give Railways a reason to smile. When Nikit Dhumal edged Karan Thakur behind in the next over, Railways’ opening batsmen would have started preparing themselves mentally. At 287 for seven, Motwani — then on 64 — opened his shoulders and it yielded rich dividends. With debutant Mukesh Choudhary putting



Personal best: Rohit Motwani, after being circumspect for the �rst hour, cut and drove with freedom to score a careerhigh 189. MANDAR TANNU *



a price on his wicket, Motwani cut and drove with freedom. The scores: Maharashtra — 1st innings: Ruturaj Gaikwad lbw b Anureet 25, Murtaza Trunkwala c Rawat b Mishra 10, Rahul Tri pathi  lbw  b  Karan  29,  Ankeet Bawane  c  Shukla  b  Karan  92, Naushad  Shaikh  c  Rawat  b Mishra  37,  Rohit  Motwani  c Pratham  b  Mishra  189,  Chirag Khurana b Mishra 22, Nikit Dhu mal c Rawat b Karan 4, Mukesh Choudhary  c  Rawat  b  Rao  25, Pradeep  Dadhe  c  sub  b  Karan 26, Samad Fallah (not out) 14; Extras  (lb4,  nb1,  w3):  8; Total (in 155.5 overs): 481. Fall of wickets: 122, 257, 371,



4152, 5247, 6282, 7287, 8 381, 9431. Railways  bowling: Anureet Singh 43121151, Amit Mishra 32.58984, Karan Thakur 40 81144,  Manish  Rao  242 901, Avinash Yadav 101470, Shivakant  Shukla  5380, Pratham Singh 1050. Railways — 1st innings: Saurabh Wakaskar  (batting)  32,  Shiv akant Shukla (batting) 47; Ex tras (b4, lb5): 9; Total (for no loss, in 24 overs): 88. Maharashtra  bowling: Samad Fallah 94200, Nikit Dhumal 62190,  Mukesh  Choudhary 30180, Pradeep Dadhe 50 180, Chirag Khurana 1040.
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THE HINDU CROSSWORD 12160



(set  by  Afterdark) 



nothing (6) 12 Drink in a stein spilled on empty table (8) 13 A leg is broken; post, one gets almost ill and takes a painkiller (9) 15 Essentially commoner reviews cinema (5) 16 Setting in position (5) 18 Maybe dame's aim is to get a small television, perhaps (4,5) 22 English workers have meeting to make corrections (8) 23 Setter irritated to examine again (6) 25 As in a geographical region (6,4) 26 Sail off from Malaysia in a frenzy with supernatural power (4) ■ ACROSS 1 Sign taken by force; mortgage due on November �rst (1) (6) 4 Beds made by using herbs over time (6) 9 Leaders of a small island and a landmass (4) 10 Beginner given drips to gain energy (10) 11 Gambling den is primarily criminal, a vice leading to



CM YK



27 Right time myth’s busted about movement (6) 28 Footballer facing force to take a stand (6)



2 One caught between two spies in an American city (5)



Vedas point to Him



3 In Illinois, omelette is disgusting (7) 5 Priest caught with a cocaine extract (6) 6 Main part or little, anyway has energy (5,4) 7 Another star beat six top idols as a pair to 8 (7) 8 Actor Jean gains visa to travel (6,7) 14 King, long back ruled over Germany and Luxembourg in a knowledgeable manner (9) 17 Actor's brainwork visible across opening of the movie and boxoffice (7) 19 Musical passage is set to contain tenor and rhythm, primarily (7) 20 Harry silently leaves �rst lecture as it’s happening (2,5)



■ DOWN 1 Somehow again Sam lost a pipe, perhaps (3,4)



FAITH



SUDOKU



21 Abnormally genial, left almost ill; silent actor (6) 24 Married in the end, to a native of South India (5)



Solution to puzzle 12159



Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku



Knowing the nature of the jivatma and the Paramatma is necessary for everyone who seeks liberation. The very purpose of a jivatma’s birth on this earth is to know the Supreme One. A person who acquires jnana knows that the atma does not belong to him. It belongs to the Supreme One, said Akkarakkani Srinidhi in a discourse. There are many ways of knowing things, but none of them will help to understand the Paramatma. Knowing something through the senses is known as pratyaksha jnana. But you cannot know Him directly through your senses. So pratyaksha jnana will not help us understand the Paramatma. Anumaana is another way of understanding something. Anumaana is guesswork based on common sense. If we see smoke coming from behind a hill, we can assume that there is a fire on the other side of the hill. When you see earthenware being sold in a place, you can guess that there is a potter at work on his wheel there. This kind of guessing will not help us get a grasp about the nature of the Paramatma. A potter makes pots, but can he do the work of a tailor? An architect may build amazing buildings, but can he do the work of a doctor? So, each of us specialises in a trade or profession. We can’t do all things. In fact, we cannot claim to have a knowledge of everything. An excellent doctor may be quite ignorant of something else. But the Supreme One knows all things — He is Omniscient. He can do what He wills. He is Omnipotent. He is the One who taught the Vedas to Brahma. He cannot be known through guesses or inference. We can know Him through the Vedas. Nammazhvar’s Thiruvaimozhi talks of the jivatma, the Paramatma, goal of the jivatma, how to attain this goal and the hurdles in trying to attain this goal. These five are known as artha panchakam.



400323



A ND-NDE



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



THE HINDU



SPORT 17



NOIDA/DELHI



SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2017



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



Skarpnord leads Vani’s 69 places her tied fourth; holder Aditi tied 10th



Lalit Babu is champion Aravindh comes up short after a last-round loss NATIONAL CHESS



INDIAN OPEN



Rakesh Rao UTHRA GANESAN



PATNA



GURUGRAM



Odisha’s  flamboyant  young Grandmaster  Debashis  Das proved  the  ‘kingmaker’  in the  coronation  of  Indian Oil’s  M.R.  Lalit  Babu  as  the new  National  chess  cham pion here. After  Lalit  found  it  in creasingly  difficult  to  hold his nerve in the final round against  Swapnil  Dhopade and drew in just 14 moves by repeating  moves,  Debashis pushed  a  more  desperate Aravindh  Chithambaram  to defeat in 28 moves. With  Aravindh’s  defeat, Lalit  deservedly  claimed honours  that  came  with �2.50 lakh and an unusually designed wooden trophy. For  the  record,  fourth seed  Lalit  finished  the  13 round  event  with  nine points, halfapoint ahead of fellow overnight leader Ara vindh. The effort was worth �1.40  lakh  to  the  second seed. Top seed M. Karthikeyan, looking for a hattrick of Na tional titles, topped a three way  tie  for  the  third  place and  received  �1  lakh.  The victorious  duo  of  Debashis and  S.  L.  Narayanan  fol lowed Karthikeyan. The  final  day  also  saw former  champion  Abhijit Kunte sign off with a victory before  Himanshu  Sharma scored his first triumph.  The final round, inaugur ated  jointly  by  veteran Grandmasters  Pravin Thipsay  and  Dibyendu



Skarpnord Marianne  equalled  the  course  record with a fiveunder 67 in fad ing  light  to  top  the  leader board after the first round of the  Hero  Women’s  Indian Open on Friday. Playing  on  the  tricky Black  Knight  course  at  the DLF Golf and Country Club here,  Skarpnord  dropped just  one  stroke,  threeput ting on the par3 fifth. With three  birdies  each  on  the front and the back nine — in cluding one on the difficult 17th  —  Skarpnord  managed to push Liz Young, who had led  for  a  large  part  of  the day, to tiedsecond with Ca mille Chevalier. Patcharajutar  Kon graphan — who had a 67 on this course in 2015 — and de fending  champion  Aditi Ashok  are  a  further  two shots  behind,  at  tied  10th along  with  eight  others,  in cluding  Indian  Order  of Merit  leader  Gaurika Bishnoi. “The last time I was here was  in  2009  or  2010,  so  I haven’t  played  here  since they changed it. I just tried to be patient and not worry too  much  about  the  bad shots  because  there  are  18 difficult holes. I think a lot of them  are  really  good  but some  of  the  greens  are crazy, and you have to be so careful where you carry the ball. If it hits the slope, it can end up 20 metres from the



On �re: On the tricky Black Knight course at the DLF Golf and Country Club, Marianne Skarpnord �red a courserecord equalling �veunder 67 in the opening round. *



SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



pin,” Skarpnord said. Vani Kapoor is tied fourth after a threeunder. “I  played  at  this  course two weeks ago and won (the last leg of the WGAI tour). I am pretty satisfied because I had  a  dodgy  start  and  was really  tense.  Then  I  had  a birdie on the sixth and then again on the seventh and the ninth,  and  found  my  mo mentum,” Vani said. While  Aditi  said  she  was satisfied  with  her  putting, she  added  that  she  needed to place her approach shots



better. Leading  scores:  67: Marianne Skarpnord (Nor); 68: Liz Young (Eng), Camille Chevalier (Fra);  69: Meghan  McLaren  (Eng), Vani  Kapoor,  Klara  Spilkova (Cze), Olivia Cowan (Ger), Ka rolin Lampert (Ger), Kanphan itnan Muangkhumsakul (Tha); 70: Stacy Lee Bregman (RSA), Chloe Leurquin (Bel), Johanna Gustavsson  (Swe),  Amy Boulden (Wal), Gaurika Bishnoi, Carlota  Ciganda  (Esp),  Aditi Ashok,  Maha  Haddiqui  (Mor), Patcharajutar  Kongkraphan (Tha), Michele Thomson (Sco).



Barua,  saw  Lalit  play nervous against a betterpre pared  Swapnil  in  Closed Catalan. At one point, the Vi jaywadayoungster  con sumed almost an hour for a move  before  deciding  to force  a  draw  by  repeating moves. This  left  Aravindh  need ing nothing but a victory to pip Lalit at the post. But the pressure  proved  much  for Chennai boy. With Debashis adopting  a  solid  structure against  Kings  Indian  De fence,  Aravindh  regretted his choice of opening.  Since  a  draw  or  a  defeat did not affect his runnerup finish, Aravindh went all out for  a  win.  However,  he missed a tactical stroke from Debashis  who  offered  his queen as part of a series of exchanges. Just when it be came  clear  that  Debashis would end up with an extra bishop  on  the  board,  a  de



jected Aravindh gave up. Lalit,  not  happy  with  his play  against  Swapnil,  was joyous  with  Debashis’  vic tory that not only gave him the title but also ensured his presence in the Indian team for the next Olympiad. The  results:  13th  round:  M.R. Lalit  Babu  drew  with  Swapnil Dhopade in 14 moves; Debashis Das bt Aravindh Chithambaram in  28  moves;  M.  Karthikeyan drew  with  R.R.  Laxman  in  30 moves;  S.  Nitin  lost  to  S.  L. Narayanan in 55 moves; Arghy adip Das lost to Abhijit Kunte in 32 moves; Shyaam Nikhil drew with  Deepan  Chakkravarthy; Himanshu Sharma bt Sammed Shete in 47 moves. Final  standings: 1.  Lalit  (9 points), 2. Aravindh (8.5), 35. Karthikeyan, Debashis, Naray anan (7.5), 67. Nitin, Arghyadip (7), 89. Kunte, Laxman (6.5), 1011. Deepan, Swapnil (6), 12. Shyaam (5), 13. Sammed (4), 14. Himanshu (3). 



Men that matter: Mumbai City FC coach Alexandre Guimaraes, Bengaluru FC’s Albert Roca, FC Goa’s Sergio Lobera, Chennaiyin’s John Gregory, Pune City’s Ranko Popovic and Kerala Blasters assistant coach Thangboi Singto at the ISL media day on Friday. ISL / SPORTZPICS *



‘Tough act to follow Zico and Matterazi’ Press Trust of India Mumbai



The  new  head  coaches  of the  Indian  Super  League teams,  FC  Goa  and  Chen naiyin  FC,  on  Friday  ex pressed  hope  that  they would  be  able  to  replicate the achievements of the two World Cupwinning football legendsturned coaches Zico and Marco Matterazi. “Substituting  a  legend like Zico as coach is a pleas ure for me. Everyone knows his  skills  as  a  player  and coach,” said FC Goa’s head coach  Sergio  Lobera  of Spain.  “We  have  put  together  a team from scratch. I will in troduce  my  philosophy.



Winning  is  important,  but so  is  the  need  to  focus  on style. We will play the short passing game,” said Lobera. Goa had finished runner up to Chennaiyin FC in Sea son 2 that had eight teams. This season two more teams have  been  added  — Bengaluru FC and Jamshed pur FC. “A lot is expected of us,  champion  in  year  two and semifinalist in the first. Marco  Matterazi  is  a  tough act to follow, he’s left a big legacy,” said Gregory. “This year we don’t have a marquee player but I still expect a successful season.  “The  least  we  should  be looking for is a playoff posi tion,” he added.



Terri�c two: M.R. Lalit Babu, left, and Aravindh Chithambaram proudly show o� their rewards after �nishing 12 on Friday.  RANJEET KUMAR *



Status quo to prevail at AIFF Sports Reporter Chennai



The Supreme Court on Fri day reserved its orders on AIFF’s  special  leave  peti tion  seeking  a  stay  on  a Delhi  High  Court  order which  set  aside  the  elec tion of its president Praful Patel. On October 31, the Delhi HC,  apart  from  nixing  Pa tel’s  election,  appointed former chief election com missioner  S.Y.  Quraishi  to oversee  the  daytoday  af fairs  of  the  AIFF,  and  in structed the Federation to conduct  elections  within five months and amend its constitution. Hearing  the  AIFF  peti tion  on  Friday,  the  bench said  it  may  appoint  a former footballer as an om budsman to help Quraishi. Rahul  Mehra,  who  had filed  the  petition  against the AIFF, was asked to sug gest names of possible can didates.  Mehra,  who  de scribes himself as a sports activist, told Sportstar that he  had  recommended  the names of former India cap tains Bhaskar Ganguly and Manoranjan Bhattacharya. Until  the  final  judge ment,  status quo will  pre vail, with Quraishi oversee ing the administration.



Megh loses Sports Bureau Jeju-Do, Korea



Top  seed  Ulsung  Park  de feated Megh Bhargav Patel 61,  62  in  the  boys’ quarterfinals, in the Asian junior  tennis  champion ship on Friday. The  results:  Quarterfinals: Ulsung  Park  (Kor)  bt  Megh Bhargav  Patel  61,  62. Doubles  semifinals: Yeong seok  Jeong  &  Ulsung  Park (Kor) bt Christian Didier Chin (Mas) & Megh Bhargav Patel 76(6), 64.



Rublev in last four Agencies MILAN



Top  seed  Andrey  Rublev reached the ATP Next Gen semifinals  on  Thursday, edging out Canadian Denis Shapovalov 41, 34(8), 43 (2), 04, 43(3). The results: Group A: Hyeon Chung  (Kor)  bt  Gianluigi Quinzi (Ita) 14, 41, 42, 34, 43;  Andrey  Rublev  (Rus)  bt Denis  Shapovalov  (Can)  41, 34, 43, 04, 43. Group  B: Daniil  Medvedev  (Rus)  bt Jared  Donaldson  (USA)  34, 42,  43,  40  Borna  Coric (Cro)  bt  Karen  Khachanov (Rus) 34, 24, 42 40 42.
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IN BRIEF



Book fair puts Sharjah Majid Majidi’s �lm to open IFFI  in atlas of culture Beyond the Clouds explores love, friendship and family bonding Special Correspondent



Panaji



Lupita slams Grazia for retouching her hair LONDON



Actor Lupita Nyong’o has accused Grazia of altering her hair in a photo on its front cover “to fit a more Eurocentric notion” of beauty by editing out and smoothing her curls. The magazine said on Friday that it “apologised unreservedly” to the actor and that it had not altered the images itself or asked the photographer to do so. AP



Made-in-Italy: visit the ‘Disneyland for foodies’ BOLOGNA



A gastronomic theme park designed as a celebration of Italy’s field-to-fork food culture opens next week with backers aiming to pull in six million visitors a year. Dubbed a ‘Disneyland for foodies’ and billed as the biggest venture of its kind in the world, FICO Eataly World is located on the outskirts of Bologna. AFP



Disney announces new Star Wars trilogy SAN FRANCISCO



Disney has announced plans for a new Star Wars trilogy as it builds on the beloved and profitable science fiction film franchise. At a quarterly earnings call, the company’s chief executive, Robert Iger, said Disney has closed a deal with Rian Johnson, director of The Last Jedi, to develop the new trilogy. AFP
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Many Indian authors participated in talks and workshops P. Jacob Sharjah



The Sharjah International Book Fair, one of the earliest initiatives of its kind in the Gulf region, has had another successful edition. As it winds down on Saturday, what is billed as the world’s third largest book fair would have attracted almost two million visitors, according to official figures, compared with last year’s number of 2.31 million. The fair opened at the Sharjah Expo Centre on November 1. For Sharjah, this is not quite a ‘soft power’ push. In its 36th edition this year, the fair pre-dates initiatives of its ilk that would be seen today as moves by the energy-rich economies of the Gulf region looking for diversified postoil era options. With the theme ‘A World in My Book’, the event featured 1,650 publishing houses from 60 countries. About 130 of the publishing houses were from India. More than 1.5 million books in different languages were made available at the sprawling venue. A number of Indian authors were among the notable participants. They ranged from Vikas Swarup, Indian High Commissioner to Canada; Neel Mukherjee, who was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize 2014; Jairam Ramesh; Rajdeep Sardesai and Sagarika Ghose; Manu Joseph and Derek O’Brien. Hema Malini was here, promoting her biography, Beyond the Dream Girl, which was penned by Ram Kamal Mukherjee and for which Prime Minister Narendra Modi wrote the foreword. Asha Parekh made an appearance to present her autobiography, The Hit Girl, written by Khalid Mohammed.



Pride of place: A reproduction of a rare Koran manuscript at the Sharjah International Book Fair. The original has been carbon-dated to between A.D. 468 and A.D. 645. SIBF *



An overwhelming number of visitors on Friday, a weekly holiday on which the fair opened later than usual at 4 p.m. to run till 11 p.m., seemed to be from the Indian subcontinent.



Young readers in focus Amid a babel of tongues, playful expatriate children flitted around, occasionally taking a giggling peek at the displayed tomes. The fair featured a number of childfriendly events, ranging from ‘Young Engineers in the Making’ to a ‘storytelling puppet’ workshop, to a watercolour art workshop and a comics exhibition. The youngest author to be featured was nine-year-old Justina Jibin from India, who presented her book, My Imaginary World, a sprightly collection of poems and stories. Among the winners of the SIBF awards presented at the fair, the one for the Best International Publisher went to Mathrubhumi Printing and Publishing, based in Kerala. The inaugural prize for the best work of translation, the Turjuman Award, went to Spanish publisher Editorial Verbum for its translation of One Thousand and One Nights.



The reproduction of a rare Koran manuscript was a particular highlight. On display at the University of Birmingham stand, it is a copy of the original, carbondated to between A.D. 468-645. Sharjah is staking claim in as many words to being the ‘Islamic cultural capital’ and the ‘cultural capital of the Arab world’, priding in its “ever-increasing international status as a source of knowledge, positivity and ambition”, as Ahmed AlAmeri, Chairman of the Sharjah Book Authority (SBA) said. The city has been named Unesco’s World Book Capital 2019. The Sharjah Publishing City (SPC), recently inaugurated by the Ruler of Sharjah, is expected to become a destination for publishers, with a window to the global books market. As it grows, it is slated to be home to more than 500 publishing companies from around the world, with a printing capacity of a million books a day. It will provide more than 15 million books in multiple languages through institutions and publishing houses that operate from the facility.



Iranian filmmaker Majid Majidi will present his film Beyond the Clouds on the opening day of this year’s International Film Festival of India (IFFI) that will be begin in Goa on November 20. The acclaimed filmmaker has described the making of the film in India as something “waiting for years to happen”. Beyond the Clouds is an extension of Majidi’s cinematic beliefs, the roots of which lie in human values, love, friendship and family bonding.



Majidi will be present at the screening along with music maestro A.R. Rahman and Vishal Bharadwaj who has written dialogues for the film. They will be joined on the opening day by actors Ishaan Khatter, who makes his debut with the film, and Malavika Mohanan, and producers Punit Goenka, Shareen Mantri, Kishore Arora, Reza Tashakkori and Sujay Kutty. “This is my second time at the IFFI. The first time it was a retrospective of my earlier films and now it is because of Beyond the Clouds. I am very happy and curious to



see the reactions because this is the first time the film will be presented to Indian audiences,” said Majidi. IFFI, which closes on November 28, bears the theme ‘Celebrating the Future of Cinema’ — bringing before youngsters the best minds of the cinematic world.



Indian Panorama Pihu, directed by Vinod Kapri, and Pushkar Puran, by Kamal Swaroop, will open the Indian Panorama section of IFFI on November 21. As many as nine Marathi feature films, including



mainstream film Ventilator, will make it to the Indian Panorama section this year. Six Hindi films, including Newton by Amit Masurkar, will also be shown. Three films in Bengali, including Meghnad Badh Rahasya by Anik Datta, two films in Assamese and one film each in Konkani, Tamil, Kannada, Malayalam, Oriya and Telugu are lined up too. The 16 films selected for the non-feature category will include three each in Hindi, English and Bengali, two each in Marathi, Malayalam and one each in Aptani, Haryanvi and Santhali.



Pyschedelic colour storm takes over Washington



There’s a dead bug in the van Gogh



Oilhack and Thomas Blanchard display their creations



Washington



Agence France-Presse



Agence France-Presse Washington



It all began by accident. After hurting his wrist, artist Oilhack started mixing paints, oil and soap in a bowl, experiments that eventually morphed into brightly coloured moving seascapes in a collaboration with fellow Frenchman Thomas Blanchard that Apple used to promote its iPhone X. In their U.S. debut, the pair, who form the WeAreColorful collaborative, are bringing an immersive experience — filling the main gallery space at Artechouse, a Washington venue marrying art, science and technology, with 270-degree projections of their liquid mixtures. Varying hues, ranging from deep blues to hot pink and sparkling gold, ripple across a surface, spill onto geometric shapes and drop dramatically on flowers to the beat of a dreamy elec-



Vivid hues: An immersive visual experience by Oilhack and Thomas Blanchard in Washington. AFP *



tronic soundtrack from Leonardo Villiger. The shapes seem huge in the projections, towering far above visitors, but Oilhack and Blanchard in fact worked on tiny surfaces sometimes no larger than five centimetres, shooting with powerful 100mm macro lenses. “What we film, you can hold it in the palm of your hand,” Blanchard said. “A lot



of people thought we were filming in swimming pools and said, ‘What’s with all this waste?’” Hours of mixing acrylic paint, glycerophtalic oilbased paint, liquid soap, bleach and canola oil were distilled into a 15-minute sequence. The oil’s reaction to the paint forms small beads that come undone in what the artists describe as “explosions”.



When a Kansas City museum put a Vincent van Gogh painting under the microscope, it found an unlikely intruder: a grasshopper trapped in the canvas’s painterly whirls for 128 years. Mary Schafer, a conservator at The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, came across the tiny dried, brown carcass in the lower foreground while studying the painting of olive groves. “I was mainly trying to understand the different layers of the painting and how it was constructed, and that’s how I came upon part of the body of this little grasshopper,” she said. “The fact that we have this little surprise of a grasshopper is a fun way to have a new look at a Van Gogh.” The find reflects the artist’s practice of painting in the outdoors, where it was often windy enough to send dust, grass and insects flying.
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While over 3.15 lakh hec- tares of kharif crop, spread. over 70 blocks in 15 of the 30. districts, were affected by. drought, brown planthop- pers sucked sap paddy. 
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