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Petrol, diesel should come under GST, says Pradhan



NEARBY



Chakma-Hajong issue still open: Rijiju NEW DELHI



NEWS A PAGE 10 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



Amnesty seeks ban on pellet guns in Kashmir SRINAGAR



Amnesty International India on Wednesday asked the government “to prohibit �ring pellet shotguns immediately in the Kashmir Valley”. The organisation highlighted the cases of 88 people “whose eyesight was damaged by metal pellets �red by the J&K police and CRPF between 2014 & 2017”. NATION A PAGE 6 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



We’re not terrorists, say Rohingya NEW DELHI



Nearly 7,000 Rohingya living in 23 settlements across Jammu have moved the Supreme Court, saying there is not a single terrorist among them and they deserve to be treated with dignity by the government. NEWS A PAGE 10 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



DELHI METRO A 4 PAGES



India & Japan will �rm up strategic ties at summit today



Minister rules out intervention in daily pricing; non-committal on cutting taxes



‘GST has hit business climate’



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA



Union Minister of State for Home Kiren Rijiju said here on Wednesday that as per the SC order, the government would grant citizenship to over one lakh Chakma-Hajongs, Buddhists and Hindu refugees who came to India from undivided Pakistan in the 1960s.



Shinzo Abe promises peace in Indo-Paci�c region



NEW DELHI



Oil Minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Wednesday ruled out any government intervention to disrupt the daily revision in petrol and diesel prices despite the ₹7.3 per litre spike since July, saying the reform will continue. Saying that many States had drastically increased value-added tax, he said, “It is high time that the GST Council considered bringing the petroleum products in the ambit of GST.” He, however, remained non-committal on cutting taxes to soften the blow of the relentless rise in prices since the government need to finance huge infrastructure and social projects has to be balanced with consumer needs. Terming the criticism of a spike in rates as



TCA Sharad Raghavan NEW DELHI



unfair, he said the drop in prices for over a fortnight after the daily price revision was introduced has been ignored and only the “temporary” phenomenon of a rising trend was being highlighted. India relies on imports to meet 80% of its needs and so domestic fuel rates have been aligned to the movement of equivalent product prices in the international market since April 2002. Pre-



The Hindu wins best news website award Special Correspondent CHENNAI



The Hindu Group has been awarded two golds and a silver at the South Asian Digital Media Awards at the WAN-IFRA (World Association of Newspapers and News Publishers) India 2017 conference in Chennai. www.thehindu.com won the gold award for the Best News Website. The Hindu’s site, India’s oldest newspaper website, is fully responsive, adapting seamlessly to different devices and screen sizes. Designed by Itu Chaudhuri Design, the web-



site’s navigation and information architecture is designed to help readers easily and intuitively access content. www.thequint.com and www.ndtv.com won silver and bronze. Sportstarlive.com won the silver award in the Best in Lifestyle, Sports or Entertainment Website category. Entries were evaluated on criteria such as strong content quality, consistency in user experience, innovative design, use of multimedia and ease of navigation. CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10



viously, the rates were changed every fortnight but since June 16 they are being revised daily, Mr. Pradhan said, adding that the daily revision immediately passes on the benefit of any reduction in international oil prices to consumers and avoids sharp spikes by spreading them in small doses.



Just over two months since the nationwide rollout of the Goods and Services Tax (GST), tax rates on almost a 100 items have undergone changes. Besides, a raft of clarifications and notifications have been issued. All this has prompted companies and tax consultants to complain about the dampening impact the new indirect tax regime is having on business sentiment.



CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10



CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10



Govt. did not pay for priest’s release: Singh Special Correspondent Thiruvananthapuram



A day after Catholic priest Father Tom Uzhunnalil was freed from the custody of Islamic State operatives in Yemen, the Indian government said it had paid no ransom for his release. Talking to journalists here on Wednesday, Minister of State for External Affairs V.K. Singh said: “Fr. Tom’s release underlines the fact that the Ministry of External Affairs works quietly without making too much noise, but ultimately gets the work done.” Point-



Timeless message: Narendra Modi explains the concept of Mahatma Gandhi’s three monkeys to Shinzo Abe at the Sabarmati Ashram in Ahmedabad on Wednesday. VIJAY SONEJI *



Kallol Bhattacherjee AHMEDABAD



Highlighting common ‘strategic interests,’ Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, who arrived in Ahmedabad on Wednesday, said IndiaJapan ties will shape the Asia-Pacific region. Mr. Abe will hold talks with Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday during the India-Japan annual summit, when both sides will firm up military and strategic ties.



Universal values “Both India and Japan place V.K. Singh ing out that the MEA faced some criticism when the priest disappeared in Yemen, he said: “We are happy that he has come back safely.” No ransom was paid for his release, he said. CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10



importance on the universal values and strategic interests that we commonly share. Both countries are major Asian democracies and global powers...and I’m determined that Japan and India will lead the way towards peace and prosperity of the Indo-Pacific region and the world,” said Mr. Abe in a statement which was released to the media even as he landed in Gujarat. The visit of Mr. Abe is significant in view of the (nowresolved) weeks-long standoff between India and



China at the Doklam plateau of Bhutan when China’s belligerent rhetoric indicated a negative turn in ties.



Dual threat Last week, Mr Abe’s senior advisor Katsuyuki Kawai visited India and said that Japan would seek ballistic and cruise missiles to deal with the dual threat of ‘expansionist’ China and a nuclear armed North Korea.



CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10 OVER 8 KM, JAPAN AND INDIA COME CLOSER A PAGE 11



Ryan for shifting case outside Haryana Legal Correspondent NEW DELHI



An official of the Ryan Group on Wednesday moved the Supreme Court with a plea to shift the murder case of its student outside Haryana. The seven-



year-old student was found murdered inside the Gurgaon branch of Ryan International School last week. In an urgent mentioning before a Bench led by Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra, Francis Thomas, northern



zone head of Ryan Group who was arrested in the case recently, requested the apex court to transfer the murder case from a local court at Sohna. DETAILS ON DELHI METRO A PAGE 2



NSUI makes comeback in DUSU after four years First time since 2012 that the NSUI has won two seats in the Delhi University Students’ Union panel Staff Reporter New Delhi



Staging a comeback after four years, the Congressbacked National Students’ Union of India won the president and vice-president’s posts in the Delhi University Students’ Union (DUSU), on Wednesday. This is the first time since 2012 that the NSUI has won two seats in the DUSU central panel. Rocky Tuseed was elected the president, defeating the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad’s (ABVP) candidate Rajat Choudhary by 1,590 votes. The vice-president post went to the NSUI's Kunal Sehrawat, who beat the ABVP’s Parth Rana by 175 votes. The ABVP’s Mahamedhaa Nagar and Uma Shankar won the post of secretary



Congress president Sonia Gandhi with the new DUSU president Rocky Tuseed and vice-president Kunal Sehrawat at her residence in New Delhi on Wednesday. PTI *



and joint secretary respectively by 2,624 and 442 votes. Mr. Tuseed and Ms. Sehrawat said the victory was due to the issue-based campaign the NSUI ran much before the announce-



ment of the election dates. “NSUI volunteers went to every college to sit with students and understand their problems after which we came out with college-specific manifestos,” Mr. Tu-



seed said. Mr. Sehrawat promised to run a transparent DUSU with students having a greater say. Ruchi Gupta, national incharge of the NSUI commenting on the victory, said: “The NSUI asked the students to #takebackdu and they responded with great enthusiasm. Delhi University has students from all over the country and students have shown that they reject this politics of hate, division, ideological totalitarianism and goondaism.” The NSUI said they would use the mandate to define the role of a student union in the governance of a university and it was these changes in the culture of DUSU politics that the party had taken up in their campaign. The ABVP, that had gone



into the election confident about bagging all four seats, was disappointed with the result but thanked the student community for reposing their faith on the ABVP again with two seats. “We congratulate all the newly elected office-bearers of the union. We assure the student community of DU to continue to fight for their rights with utmost vigour and enthusiasm,” said Saket Bahuguna, national media convener of the ABVP. Kawalpreet Kaur, president of the AISA in Delhi University, said students had rejected the ABVP’s violent track record and that the AISA was happy with the increase in vote share. Last year, the ABVP bagged three posts while the NSUI won the post of joint secretary. SEE ALSO DELHI METRO A PAGE 1



CPI(M) expels Ritabrata Banerjee for ‘anti-party’ activities He had levelled allegations against senior party leaders in an interview to a regional TV channel Sobhana K Nair New Delhi



The Communist Party of India (Marxist) on Wednesday summarily expelled Rajya Sabha MP Ritabrata Banerjee from the party for “antiparty” activities, two days after an interview to a regional television channel in which he levelled many allegations against senior party leaders and following reports of his growing affinity with the BJP. “The party’s State unit [West Bengal] has decided to summarily expel him,” genCM YK



eral secretary Sitaram Yechury confirmed hours after the State unit meeting in Kolkata. He stands expelled under Section 19 (13) of the party constitution. Section 19 deals with party discipline and clause 13 is invoked against those who break the party line. Mr. Banerjee was removed from the State committee following a report of a disciplinary commission headed by Mohammed Salim that found him guilty of leaking information to the media and en-



brows. Since then he has clarified that the pen was a gift from BJP leader and now Manipur Governor Najma Heptullah.



Ritabrata Banerjee



*



emy camp as well as for having a lavish lifestyle beyond his means. His Mont Blanc pen and an Apple smart watch had raised a few eye-



‘Anti-Bengali’ In the interview to ABP Ananda, Mr. Banerjee had alleged that the CPI(M) central leadership was “antiBengali”. He said Mr. Yechury was a minority general secretary and the majority was led by Prakash Karat and Brinda Karat, who blocked Mr. Yechury’s reentry to the Rajya Sabha out



of “jealousy”. Further, he alleged that the inquiry commission headed by party’s Lok Sabha MP Mohammed Salim was a kangaroo commission. He hit out at Mr. Salim, stating that he was part of the polit bureau only because of the quota for Muslims. There is speculation on what Mr. Banerjee’s next course of action would be. “He is under the influence of people who are averse to the communist party,” Mr. Salim told The Hindu.
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Haryana okays start-up policy



Timings



Thursday, September 14



RISE 06:06 SET 18:27 RISE 00:00 SET 13:56 Friday, September 15



RISE 06:06 SET 18:26 RISE 00:55 SET 14:53 Saturday, September 16



RISE 06:06 SET 18:26 RISE 00:55 SET 14:53



Press trust of india Chandigarh



A start-up policy to develop Haryana as an innovation hub by supporting new-age companies and entrepreneurial talent was approved by the State Cabinet here on Wednesday. The Cabinet, headed by CM Manohar Lal Khattar,



approved the policy. The policy is aimed at attracting investments to the tune of ₹1,500 crore in the incubation and start-up ecosystem in Haryana, facilitating venture capital funding of a minimum of ₹200 crore and encouraging, facilitating and incubating at least 500 start-ups.



Poor prices, plummeting sales worry potato growers ‘With new season crop, loss may only aggravate’ VIKAS VASUDEVA CHANDIGARH



With the fresh sowing season set to kick off in little over a month, potato growers in Punjab are a worried lot as a bulk of the old crop is still lying in cold storages across the State on account of “poor” prices and for want of buyers. Potato growers, who have constantly staged protests against successive governments, rue the fact that they are still facing the ill-effects of the Centre's demonetisation move last year, as the number of buyers of potato seeds has dropped drastically.



Cash crunch “While we had appreciated demonetisation, unfortunately we are still facing its



unintended consequences. There are hardly any buyers for our crop. Since demonetisation, traders are facing cash crunch, resulting in drop of bulk orders from big markets like Delhi and other major cities,” Jaswinder Singh Sangha, general secretary, Jalandhar Potato Growers Association, told The Hindu. He said that potato growers have kept the eatables and seed potatoes in cold storage since the last crop season in anticipation of selling the produce at a better price later. “But now there are fewer buyers and poor prices. The crop is still lying and now when the new season crop will hit the market (in next few months) the loss of growers would only aggrav-



ate,” he added. Facing hardships due to demonetisation, the potato seed growers from Punjab have demanded an immediate freight subsidy so that the growers can transport their crop to other States and fetch some returns. Also, the growers have urged the State government to waive crop loans of potato growers besides asking the State agencies to intervene and generate markets at the national and international level. Punjab produces quality potato seed, which is distributed across the country including West Bengal, Gujarat, Karnataka, UP , MP and Odisha. Potato seed is usually supplied from last week of October to midDecember every year.
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Forest dept stops illegal cutting of trees The cutters claimed it was being done to set up a park under the AMRUT Yojana Staff Reporter BERHAMPUR



Due to protest by locals as well as direct intervention of the Forest Department and chairperson of the Berhampur Development Authority (BDA), an illegal attempt to cut down a peepal and three banyan trees in Lanjipalli area of the city was averted on Wednesday. According to BDA chairperson Subash Moharana, the four trees are around five decades old. They are among the small number of large old trees that survived the Phailin cyclone in 2013. On Wednesday morning, some locals found a group of persons chopping these trees by the roadside near a large water body, ‘Nuabandha’. By 7 am, they



Forest Department guards and area residents opposing the cutting of trees in Berhampur on Wednesday. LINGARAJ PANDA *



had chopped all major branches and canopies of the trees. The cutters claimed it was being done to establish a park in the area under the AMRUT Yojana. But angry locals immediately called up the BDA and



the Berhampur Divisional Forest Officer (DFO) for intervention. Forest officials rushed to the spot and stopped the cutting of the trees. According to Berhampur DFO Ashis Behera, the trees were being cut illegally



as no permission had been taken. “No mature tree can be cut or pruned in any area without permission of the Forest Department,” the DFO added. Mr. Moharana said the BDA would take up the issue with the Berhampur Municipal Corporation. “If a park is being established, these trees which provide shelter to a large number of birds, should be part of it rather than being cut. Also, the trees were at a distance of over 15 feet from the road, so there was no need to cut them,” he said. After the Phailin cyclone, very few old trees had survived in the city. A large number of saplings had been planted by the roadside throughout Berhampur.



Truckers call o� blockade Press Trust of India Aizawl



Truck operators in Mizoram called off their road blockade on Wednesday evening after a threeday strike and enabled stranded goods-laden trucks to enter the State.
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NFAI ‘missing’ reels: audit is on says director Magdum says picture will be clear after assessment of vault is completed in November



Goa cops review Palyekar’s security



Special Correspondent



Minister has claimed threat to life



Pune



Following reports that a large quantity of film reels had gone missing from the vaults of the National Film Archive of India (NFAI), institute director Prakash Magdum on Wednesday said the vaults were being assessed, and a clear picture would emerge once the audit was finished in November. He also said that the institute has multiple reels of most of the classics that are reportedly missing. Speaking to The Hindu, he stressed that the institute has been following the best international archival practices and cutting-edge film preservation technology in recent times. “All reels at the NFAI are being preserved in temperature-controlled conditions in 19 storage vaults. Every reel is at present being taken out and being RFID-tagged. The stock-taking assessment, which started in March, will definitively clear up things once the audit is completed in November,” Mr. Magdum said. A report, based on an RTI query, in an English daily said that missing reels included hundreds of prints of Indian classics like Satyajit Ray’s ‘Apu Trilogy’, Mehboob Khan’s Mother India and Mrinal Sen’s Bhuvan Shome. It said that several international acquisitions like Sergei Eisenstein’s landmark 1925 classic Battleship Potemkin, Vittorio De Sica’s Bicycle Thieves, Akira Kurosawa’s Seven Samurai and Andrzej Wajda Ashes and Diamonds were also missing. These films were part of more than 28,000 reels which were disposed of by the NFAI in 1995 and in 2008. Mr. Magdum, however, said the NFAI had multiple copies of the aforementioned titles. “There are concrete



Archive acquires 162 new �lms



Prakash Kamat PANAJI



Treasure trove: Stills from Kunwara Baap (left) and Saat Hindustaani, which are part of the collection acquired by the NFAI. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



Special Correspondent Pune



The National Film Archive of India (NFAI) has acquired 162 films in one of its largest acquisitions in recent times. As many as 125 of these films are original ‘dupe’ negatives as opposed to release positives, NFAI director Prakash Magdum said.



reasons as to why the reels were disposed of in the first place. In the instance of classics, either they were in an advanced state of deterioration or else multiple copies were occupying premium space. For instance, we have 10 reels of Battleship Potemkin. We have to decide on how many to retain keeping in mind our ever-growing space requirements,” he said. A top NFAI official, on condition of anonymity, said majority of the films disposed of had “no heritage value” whatsoever. “The process of reel disposal is sensitive and



The collection includes 44 black-and-white films. It includes a number of Hindi films from different eras, and 34 Gujarati, 15 Marathi and some Nepali and Bhojpuri films. The haul also includes 15 unreleased films. A highlight is the original negative of Mahatma, nearly six hours of documentary foot-



can often cause misunderstandings of an alarmist nature. Most of the disposed of material contained a lot of Bollywood pot-boilers. It is unfortunate that … poor record-keeping in the past is obscuring our present worldclass efforts at film preservation,” the official told The Hindu.



Shoddy record-keeping In 2010, the NFAI had deployed city-based firm Cameo Digital Systems to carry out a barcoding exercise on every reel in its vaults. In 2012, the firm com-



age of Mahatma Gandhi shot by Vitthalbhai Jhaveri, a photographer, filmmaker, and an associate of Gandhi. Hindi films like Faslah (1976) Amarsingh and Rathod (1957); Nepali film Maiti Ghar (1966) by B.S.Thapa; and original negatives of Sitara (1939) by Ezra Mir, Mani Kaul’s Uski



pleted the project and submitted a summary of the inventory, which brought to light slipshod record-keeping processes at the NFAI. It pointed out that more than 51,000 cans of film reels and over 9,200 prints “were not physically present” at the archives. One of the reasons for this fiasco was shoddy recordkeeping and a severe staff crunch, which the NFAI has only gradually started to remedy in the last couple of years, Mr. Magdum said. “The disposal [in 1995 and 2008] was not reflected in



Roti (1969) and K.A. Abbas’s Saat Hindustani (1969), Amitabh Bachchan’s debut film, are also a part of the acquisition. The collection also includes Kon Ichikawa’s Tokyo renowned film Olympiad (1965) and Dilip Kohinoor Kumar-starrer (1960).



the NFAI registers, but was captured in Cameo’s inventory report. Likewise, similar disposal exercises were undertaken during the tenure of past NFAI directors, for which no record is available. Another problem is that duplicate accession numbers have been given to similar titles for a large number of films,” he said.



Remedies in place Mr. Magdum said besides RFID tracking, the NFAI has introduced a number of world-class international practices to in collaboration



“The entire collection is the courtesy of the Famous Cine Laboratory in Mumbai and we thank them for depositing these films with the NFAI. This is one of the most important acquisitions owing to the fact that a large number of films have come in the original/dupe negative format,” Mr. Magdum said.



with experts from around the world, as part of the National Film Heritage Mission. “We are in the process of adopting FIAF moving image cataloguing guidelines and software recommended by FIAF, the world body of film archives. This will take care of compiling the database of films, books and documentation at the NFAI,” Mr. Magdum said. The institute is also collaborating with experts from Italy’s Il Imagina Ritrovata, who are providing advice in assessing the condition of film reels and negatives.



The Goa police will review the security provided to Fisheries Minister Vinod Palyekar, who recently said he was under threat from the drug mafia. Deputy Inspector General of Police Vimal Gupta told The Hindu on Wednesday, “We assess the security needs of various categories of VIPs, and accordingly provide them a particular kind of security. However, if the security concerns seem to have heightened, we review the situation and take appropriate decisions to upgrade security. This review process is on in case of Mr. Palyekar.” Mr. Palyekar, who made drug and narcotics proliferation in his constituency an election plank in the Assembly polls in February, had said on Tuesday, “People are following me. They seem to know exactly where I am going. I have even given up taking my morning walk on beaches. Now I go for a brisk walk on the terrace in my home.” He had said that State Chief Secretary Dharmendra



Sharma had assured to look into upgrading his security.



‘Loss of confidence’ The Opposition, meanwhile, has said the minister’s admission shows the government has failed to contain anti-social elements. Goa Congress president Shantaram Naik told The Hindu on Wednesday, “The Congress feels that this is a situation where there is loss of confidence in the ability of the Home Minister from within the Cabinet.” He said that Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar, who holds the Home portfolio, should hand it over to an independent minister. Threat a perception: CM Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar told reporters on Wednesday, “Threat is his perception. Police has to ensure that there is no threat. There is a special branch, a committee, which analyses this. They will take appropriate action,” Mr. Parrikar said. He said that while the threat was “general and not specific”, it would be unfair to call Mr. Palyekar’s apprehension a speculation.



Cop books BJP leader, transferred in 24 hours Special Correspondent NAGPUR



A police inspector from Nagpur was transferred on Wednesday, barely 24 hours after he booked a BJP leader for allegedly abusing policemen. Senior Inspector M.K Chavan, who was posted in Ganeshpeth police station, was transferred to the special branch on Wednesday. On Tuesday, he had booked



BJP corporator Dayashankar Tiwari, who was caught on camera hurling abuses at officers of the police station, under Sections 143, 145, 186, 294 and 353 of the IPC for threatening police officials, unlawful assembly and obstructing public servants. Nagpur Commissioner of Police K.Venkateshan said the transfer was “credit to merit and seniority”.
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IN BRIEF



SIT to study cartridges used for killing Kalburgi



1 held in Hyderabad student murder case He killed her following an argument



Minister’s temple visit sparks row Staff Reporter Thrissur



₹1.94 cr. in demonetised currency seized RAJAMAHENDRAVARAM



The A.P. police on Wednesday seized ₹1.94 crore in demonetised currency and arrested two persons of Tadepalligudem in West Godavari district. The police, on a tip-off, raided a house on J.N. Road and seized bundles of ₹500 and ₹1,000 demonetised notes.



HC directs Nadirsha to appear before SIT KOCHI



The Kerala High Court on Thursday directed Nadirsha, filmmaker and close friend of film actor Dileep, to appear before the SIT on September 15 in connection with the case relating to the sexual assault on a woman actor. The court issued the directive when an anticipatory bail petition filed by Nadirsha came up for hearing.



Team wants to ascertain if the same weapon was used to kill Gauri Lankesh port. It usually takes over 15 days for the report, but we have requested the FSL officials to expedite the probe as it is a high-profile case,” the senior officer said. Until this was proved, the police would continue to probe all angles.



Special Correspondent Bengaluru



While it has been established that 7.65 mm cartridges — also used in the murders of M.M. Kalburgi and Govind Pansare — were recovered from the verandah of journalist-activist Gauri Lankesh’s house where she was shot dead on September 5, the police are yet to conclusively establish that the same weapon was used in all the three cases. The Special Investigation Team (SIT) that is probing Lankesh’s death has now sought the court’s permission to get the cartridges recovered in the Kalburgi case.



Country-made weapon “When we get the evidence, the FSL will be able to conclusively show whether the same weapon was used, put-



Taking stock: A �le picture of members of the SIT probing the Gauri Lankesh murder case in Bengaluru. K. MURALI KUMAR *



ting all other theories to rest. It has already been proved that the same country-made pistol was used to kill Kalburgi and Pansare,” said a SIT official. Investigators have established that a country-made



Olympiad for teachers Contest to be held on December 9 across 28 cities Staff Reporter Chennai



The third edition of the Centre for Teacher Accreditation (Centa) Professionals’ Olympiad, a national competition to reward, recognise and celebrate teachers, will be held on December 9 in test centres across 28 cities in the country as well as a centre in Dubai. Presented by The Hindu, the Olympiad aims at identifying outstanding teachers and teacher candidates, and creating a range of career, recognition and professional development opportunities for them as well as the schools and teacher training colleges they belong to. The Olympiad will have a two-hour multiple choice



test, with three sections. It will focus on pedagogy in the subject, classroom practices tests, practical aspects of teaching and a separate section with a small set of questions on logical ability and communication. The primary school track of the Olympiad, combining language, Maths and EVS (environmental science), will be held in four language mediums this year — English, Hindi, Tamil and Telugu.



‘Challenger’ tracks A unique innovation in the Olympiad, is the ‘Challenger’ tracks, which involves an additional indepth test of subject expertise, aimed to identify



teachers with great conceptual depth in the subject. Centa has launched Challenger tracks in three of its 14 subject tracks, which include middle school English, Maths and Science this year. While The Hindu is the title sponsor, additional supporters of the Olympiad are Central Square Foundation, Oxford University Press and Varkey Foundation. Winners stand a chance to get sponsorship to attend the Global Education and Skills Forum in Dubai, an opportunity to co-author a book with facilitation from Central Square Foundation as well as cash awards, tablets for regional toppers. Registrations have started on www.tpo-india.org



weapon was used to kill Lankesh. Another senior officer cautioned that it was premature to conclude that the same weapon was used. “This can be ascertained only from the ballistic re-



Indrajit questioned The Special Investigation Team on Wednesday questioned Indrajit Lankesh, Gauri’s brother, in connection with her death. This was done, said the police, as in 2005 Gauri had filed a complaint accusing Indrajit of threatening her with a gun over a property dispute. “We are trying to check the weapon Indrajit had, but he is not cooperating with the investigations,” a senior police officer said.



Special Correspondent HYDERABAD



Announcing the arrest of a former classmate in the murder of a Class XII student in Hyderabad, the police on Wednesday said video footage of the teenager travelling with the victim a couple of hours before the incident provided the crucial clue. “Since it is a case involving a juvenile, we couldn’t press for more details. He maintained that he had eliminated her following a spat over continuing their friendship,” Cyberabad Police Commissioner Sandeep Sandilya said.



‘Together till Class X’ The police said the two studied in the same school till Class X. The boy, after moving to another school for Class XI, was not inclined to continue their friendship. As the girl in-



sisted on it, they decided to meet up to sort out their differences. Around 5 p.m. on Saturday, the girl left her home. The boy picked her up in a three-wheeler at a junction close-by and took her towards Madhavapuri Hills.



Pushed from a cliff “As they were talking, the issue of reviving their relationship triggered an argument. In a fit of anger, the girl slapped him and threatened to end her life. The boy lost his cool and throttled her to death. To make sure that she was dead, he dragged her towards a cliff and pushed her down,” the investigators said. The police found her decomposed body after three days. Quoting forensic experts, the police made it clear that the boy hadn’t sexually assaulted the victim.



Kerala Minister for Devaswom Kadakampally Surendran’s visit to the Guruvayur Sreekrishna temple on Wednesday has triggered a controversy. The Minister, who was present at the temple from morning, made some offerings, including ‘pushpanjali’ in the name of his family members. He also reportedly contributed money for ‘annadhanam’.



BJP charge While the BJP leadership was quick to pounce on the Minister for his temple visit, Mr. Surendran clarified that he believed in doing any work assigned to him in the best manner possible and had done whatever he had done in that spirit. As for his family members, they were all believers and he had never tried or proposed to correct them, he added.
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When new life stems from an altruistic donation At emotional event, 7-year-old who battled thalassaemia meets donor who gave his stem cells for therapy V. Raghavendra Vijayawada



A lucky stem cell donor match saved seven-year-old Y. Sarvesh, who was waging a losing battle with thalassaemia. The Class 3 student developed the potentially fatal inherited blood disorder when he was four years old. His father, Yoga Raju, a businessman in Dindigul, Tamil Nadu, and mother Rathi Devi had almost lost hope. The disease severely affects haemoglobin production. The child’s fortunes changed when the family got a call from the Chennai– based Datri Blood Stem Cell



B.Chaitanya holds Sarvesh, to whom he donated his stem cells, and, right, Sarvesh's parents at the meeting. V. RAJU *



Donors’ Registry, with the life-changing information that someone in Hyderabad was willing to donate his stem cells for therapy. The



odds of achieving a biological match for such a donation are not very high. The family was lucky and the boy who underwent



blood transfusion every three weeks no longer needs them anymore. He was declared out of danger after the stem cell therapy. On Wednesday, it was an emotional scene in Vijayawada when the stem cell donor and recipient met at an event arranged by Datri. Sarvesh’s parents were in tears when they saw the donor — 32-year-old B. Chaitanya — for the first time, many months after his altruistic act. The child’s mother, a homemaker, stood with folded hands. She had never imagined that her son would smile again. The couple thanked Datri co-founder



and CEO Raghu Rajagopal and his team for achieving the impossible. Mr. Yoga Raju said: “Chaitanya is now a member of our family.” The donor was thrilled too. “I felt very happy to hear that I was a potential match. The fact that my effort saved the life of this innocent child makes me proud. It is the biggest joy,” Mr. Chaitanya, an IT professional, said. Dr. Rajagopal said Datri had 2,38,733 potential blood stem cell donors and had saved 290 lives. That may seem a small number, but the probability of finding a matched donor is just one in 10,000 to 2 million.
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Ban pellet guns in Kashmir: Amnesty



Weather Watch Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday



“Victims faced serious physical and mental health issues, including symptoms of psychological trauma” Peerzada Ashiq



President on two-day visit to UP from today LUCKNOW/KANPUR



President Ram Nath Kovind will pay a two-day visit to Uttar Pradesh beginning Thursday, during which he will attend several programmes in the State capital and Kanpur. This is Kovind’s first visit to the State after assuming the high office. However, there was no word on whether Kovind will visit his ancestral Paraunkh village. PTI



Norway Ambassador meets Nitish Kumar PATNA



Norway’s Ambassador to India, Nils Ragnar Kamsvag, on Wednesday met Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar and discussed with him about collaboration in the field of health, education and information technology among others. PTI



International adventure race kicks off in Kashmir SRINAGAR



In a first of its kind event in Kashmir, 13 foreign teams are participating in a 10-day international adventure race that kicked off here on Wednesday with an aim to clear misconceptions about the Valley being unsafe and to attract more tourists to the State. PTI



Students to answer roll call with ‘Jai Hind’



Srinagar



Amnesty International India on Wednesday asked the government “to prohibit firing pellet shotguns immediately in the Kashmir Valley”. Releasing its report, ‘Losing Sight in Kashmir: The Impact of Pellet-Firing Shotguns’ in Srinagar, the human rights organisation highlighted the cases of 88 people “whose eyesight was damaged by metal pellets fired from pump-action shotguns used by the Jammu & Kashmir Police and the Central Reserve Police Force [CRPF] between 2014 and 2017”.



‘Immense suffering’ “In his Independence day speech, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that change in Kashmir will not come from guns and abuses. If the



*



FILE



government truly means this, it must end the use of pellet-firing shotguns, which have caused immense suffering in Kashmir,” said Amnesty executive director Aakar Patel. Amnesty claimed that pellet victims “faced serious physical and mental health issues, including symptoms



of psychological trauma”. Mr. Patel said school and university students hit in the eyes continue to have learning difficulties. “Several victims, who were the primary breadwinners in their families, fear they will not be able to work any longer. Many have not regained their sight despite repeated surgeries,”



‘Properly tested’ “It is unclear if the shotguns have been properly tested, or their effects and risks assessed, or whether there is even any protocol about how they must be used. The government of Jammu & Kashmir has done little to support those injured and disabled by this weapon,” said Mr.



Wani. Amnesty claimed that 16 personnel from the J&K Armed Police “were treated for pellet injuries in Kupwara in 2016” and that the police and the CRPF refused to furnish information. The human rights organisation called for “prompt, independent and impartial civilians’ investigations into all incidents where the use of pellet-firing shotguns led to deaths or injuries to establish whether arbitrary or excessive force was used”. “Where sufficient evidence is found, prosecute those suspected,” it added. The report comes just two days after Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh admitted in Srinagar that Pelargonic Acid Vanillyl Amide (PAVA) guns introduced to replace pellet shotguns had “failed to yield desired results”.



AAP to contest UP Mughal rulers were not our ancestors but looters: UP Dy CM local body polls Time ripe to jump into the fray: survey Staff Reporter Meerut



The Aam Aadmi Party has decided to make its debut in the local body elections of Uttar Pradesh scheduled in November.



BHOPAL



To foster “patriotism”, students at government schools in Satna district of Madhya Pradesh would be instructed to answer the daily roll call with ‘Jai Hind’ from the next month. “Students say ‘yes sir’ or ‘yes madam’ or ‘present’ during the roll call. What good do these English acknowledgements achieve? I have asked the principals to direct the students to say ‘Jai Hind’ from October 1,” School Education Minister Vijay Shah said on Wednesday. PTI



A policeman with a pellet gun during a clash in Srinagar. PHOTO



he added. Zahoor Wani, a campaigner, claimed that “metal pellets continue to remain lodged in the skulls and near the eyes of many victims”. “Doctors are afraid to remove the pellets fearing it will affect the eyesight but they are not sure what the long term effects will be,” Mr. Wani said. He claimed that the Central government had turned down requests for information about pellet shotguns.



Atmosphere conducive “After several levels of consultation with over 20 district chiefs, the party leadership has come to the conclusion that the atmosphere is conducive for the party to contest municipal body elections,” the party in charge of UP, Sanjay Singh, said on Tuesday. He said the party had conducted an internal survey among its cadres and officebearers in the State about contesting the municipal



body polls. “The survey showed that the cadre thinks that the atmosphere in the State was conducive for the party to make a debut in the local body polls. There is substantial amount of enthusiasm in the workers over the issue because right now on the name of cleaning the cities scams are happening. We will stop major corruption which happens on the name of fixing house tax,” Mr Singh said.



Strong footing Somendra Dhaka, the coordinator of AAP in western UP, said the party would first contest the municipal polls of the major cities where the AAP is on strong footing.



‘State govt will change syllabus accordingly to re�ect this’ Press Trust of India Jaunpur



Mughal emperors were not our ancestors but looters and the Uttar Pradesh government would change the syllabus accordingly to reflect this, Deputy Chief Minister Dinesh Sharma said on Wednesday. The minister, however, made an exception for the last Mughal emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar who he said was a “good ruler” as he had supported Mangal Pandey, the hero of India’s first war of independence. “Mughal rulers were not our ancestors but looters. We consider Mughal rulers who did wrong acts as looters. Those who have done good work, we praise. Babar



and Aurangzeb were looters. We do not oppose Bahadur Shah Zafar as he extended support to Mangal Pandey,” Dr. Sharma told reporters here. He said Prime Minister Narendra Modi had visited his mausoleum in Yangon because he was a “good ruler”.



‘Honour all religions’ The Deputy Chief Minister, who was on a private visit to Jaunpur, added: “We honour all religions. Apart from worshipping gods and goddesses, I also visit mazaars, gurudwaras and churches.” He said the government planned to bring “necessary changes” in the school syllabus.



“If Akbar had done any good work, it will remain in pages of history. It will be historians who will decide what place Akbar gets,” he said. “A culture where a son kills his father for the throne or the hands of Taj Mahal builder are chopped off cannot be our culture. Our culture honours artistes and scientists. Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam is credited for the successful nuclear test, and we honoured him.” Asked to comment on the murder of a child in a Gurugram school, Dr. Sharma said, “The UP government is going to frame some rules. If any such unfortunate incident happens, then the school management will be held responsible.”



Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)



Forecast for Thursday: Heavy rain is likely at isolated places over Vidarbha, Telangana and north interior Karnataka. Thunderstorm accompanied with gusty wind/lightning likely at isolated places over Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha, Chhattisgarh, central Maharashtra and Marathwada rain max min city Agartala...............0.7.... 33.0.... 25.5 Ahmedabad............ —.... 34.8.... 26.9 Aizawl ....................1.... 28.7.... 13.2 Allahabad .............. —.... 36.9.... 26.2 Bengaluru .............. —.... 30.6.... 22.2 Bhopal..................30.... 31.2.... 23.1 Bhubaneswar .....32.9.... 33.4.... 24.2 Chandigarh ............ —.... 34.5.... 24.2 Chennai ...............3.4.... 33.8.... 27.2 Coimbatore............ —.... 32.3.... 24.5 Dehradun.............0.5.... 33.7.... 22.8 Gangtok...............7.4.... 21.4.... 17.7 Goa ...................23.8.... 32.3.... 22.2 Guwahati .............8.6.... 34.0.... 25.2 Hubballi................. —.... 29.0.... 22.0 Hyderabad ............. —.... 35.2.... 24.5 Imphal.................0.7.... 28.8.... 22.8 Jaipur ................14.2.... 35.8.... 23.7 Kochi..................... —.... 31.4.... 25.6 Kohima..............48.6.... 27.6.... 17.6 Kolkata.................. —.... 34.5.... 26.6



city rain max min Kozhikode ............... —.... 34.5.... 25.0 Kurnool ................... —.... 36.0.... 26.2 Lucknow.................. —.... 35.6.... 25.8 Madurai.................2.9.... 32.6.... 25.2 Mangaluru ...........16.5.... 32.4.... 24.0 Mumbai.............103.2.... 30.7.... 23.6 Mysuru.................... —.... 30.6.... 20.4 New Delhi ............... —.... 36.6.... 27.0 Patna ....................0.2.... 35.4.... 24.8 Port Blair ................ —.... 32.0.... 25.6 Puducherry............2.2.... 33.0.... 26.8 Pune .....................0.9.... 32.1.... 22.5 Raipur .................18.6.... 31.6.... 24.8 Ranchi..................... —.... 31.2.... 21.3 Shillong...............36.6.... 21.8.... 13.9 Shimla..................... —.... 25.0.... 15.1 Srinagar .................. —.... 29.0.... 12.3 Trivandrum ...........6.8.... 29.4.... 25.5 Tiruchi ..................0.2.... 32.7.... 25.6 Vijayawada ...............3.... 33.6.... 25.6 Visakhapatnam .......7.6.... 32.0.... 27.5



Particulate matter in the air you are breathing CITIES



Yesterday



SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE



Ahmedabad ......... ....—.....— ...— ....... — .......—.......— Bengaluru ................9 ...71 ..74 ....... —......97 ......* Chennai....................8 ...12 ..67 ...... 69 .......— ......* Delhi......................23 ...53 ..67 .... 119....203 ......* Hyderabad .............28 ...20 ..16 ...... 36......60 ......* Kolkata ..................18 ...52 ..30 ....... —......89 ......* Lucknow ..................8 ...89 ..40 .... 183 .......— ......* Mumbai .................31 .....7 ..50 ...... 31......39 ......* Pune ......................39 ...11 ..79 ...... 25......40 ......* Vishakhapatnam .....29 ...10 ..68 ...... 51......82 ......*



n observation made at 4.00 p.m., Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh recorded an overall air quality index (AQI) score of 230 indicating an unhealthy level of pollution. In contrast, Howah recorded a healthy AQI score of 48



Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues and monuments. NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease (Individual pollutant data for various cities are averages for the previous day)
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Heralding the fest



AIADMK MLAs allege pressure Special Correspondent



GJM disappointed after talks with Bengal government



MYSURU



Police to question Dera chairperson Vipassana CHANDIGARH



The Haryana police will soon interrogate Dera Sacha Sauda chairperson Vipassana Insan in connection with the violence that had broken out in Panchkula and Sirsa following the sect head’s conviction in a rape case. Vipassana is one of the likely successors of Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh (in photo) and is the chairperson of the Dera. “Sirsa police will soon ask Vipassana Insan to join the investigation,” Haryana DGP B.S. Sandhu said here on Wednesday.



Flight skids off runway at Jorhat JORHAT



All 95 stranded passengers and crew of the KolkataGuwahati-Jorhat Jet Konnect flight that skidded off the runway at Rowriah airport in Jorhat on Wednesday left for their destinations on a substitute aircraft. The substitute Guwahati-KolkataBangalore Jet Konnect flight took off from Rowriah airport, the airlines sources here said. The aircraft which skidded off the runway is undergoing thorough check-up by experts. PTI



On the wheels: The countdown to Mysuru Dasara began with the district administration �agging o� a publicity vehicle on Wednesday. The vehicle will traverse across the city to popularise the Dasara events. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



AIADMK MLAs owing allegiance to sidelined leader T.T.V. Dhinakaran, who have been camping at a resort in Kodagu over the past week, have complained to the local police that they were harassed by a team of police personnel from Tamil Nadu who visited the resort on Tuesday. MLAs Senthil Balaji and Panneer Selvam, who are among the 18 legislators camping in the resort, are said to have made a complaint to the jurisdictional Suntikoppa police on Wednesday. A senior police official in Kodagu said that the MLAs were seeking security cover from the local police. “But, it is the duty of the private security personnel of the resort. Even if we provide them security, we will have to recover the cost from the resort,” he told The Hindu.



Bank got commission out of money laundering unwittingly? Audit query blew the lid o� ₹421.58 crore foreign exchange scam involving 19 shell companies



Move to make Aadhaar must for NRI weddings



S. Vijay Kumar



NEW DELHI



CHENNAI



Aadhaar should be made mandatory for the registration of NRI marriages in India, an inter-ministerial committee has recommended to the External Affairs Ministry. The proposal is aimed at protecting the rights of women who are deserted by their NRI husbands or face harassment abroad. The UIDAI is working on a policy for the Aadhaar enrolment of NRIs, Overseas Citizens of India and Persons of Indian Origin. PTI



In a novel white collar crime, a group of self-styled businessmen floated 19 shell companies and routed crores of rupees to foreign accounts through the Punjab National Bank here. While the bank got a commission of about ₹17 lakh in the case of alleged money laundering, the Government of India lost ₹421.58 crore in foreign exchange, the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) says in its First Information Report.



Interestingly, neither the bank authorities nor any government agency lodged any complaint. The CBI’s Anti-Corruption Branch registered a case on charges of criminal conspiracy and cheating against unknown bank officials and others based on specific intelligence. Since connivance of bank officials is strongly suspected, the investigation agency has also invoked provisions under the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988, against the accused persons. The case is that 19 shell



companies opened current accounts in Punjab National Bank’s Mint Street Branch here, which is authorised to deal in foreign exchange. With the bank officials deliberately not verifying the genuineness of transactions, the suspects managed to source funds from different financial institutions, mostly credit cooperative societies in Mumbai, into their accounts against quotation from foreign suppliers. The money was transferred to bank accounts in the United Arab Emirates,



.



India has ‘narrow’ pool of mustard varieties, say agricultural scientists



Hong Kong and Taiwan. Punjab National Bank routed the funds through its NOSTRO account operated by the HSBC Bank, New York.



700 remittances To avoid Reserve Bank of India regulations, the funds sent were kept under $1,00,000 per transaction. To whose accounts the money was transferred and how the suspects who floated the shell companies were linked to them remain to be investigated. “It is clearly a case of



Slamming activists for spreading “misinformation” on genetically-modified (GM) mustard, India’s premier association of agricultural scientists has said that India has a “narrow” pool of mustard varieties. That India had over 9,000 varieties of mustard and was the “centre of origin and diversity (of mustard) ” was among the key arguments made by Prashant Bhushan in the Supreme Court, as part of a petition by activist Aruna Rodrigues.Earlier a Supreme Court-appointed Technical Advisory Committee had also recommended a stay on GM mustard citing the breadth of India’s genetic diversity in mustard and that introducing it would lead to “irreversible” contamination.



It is felt hybrid technology for developing better mustard varieties needed. “Contrary to GM basher’s (sic) propaganda – that very high diversity is available in Indian mustard – scientific analysis has shown that the Indian gene pool of mustard is very narrow… as a consequence, in spite of extensive efforts by our plant breeders – there is very little impact of pure-line breeding on mustard yields in recent years,” says a report by the National Academy of Agricultural Sciences (NAAS), a



600-member body of agricultural scientists. In June, a 230-member quorum of the NAAS had passed a resolution unanimously supporting the commercial release of Dhara Mustard Hybrid 11 (DMH-11), a transgenic food crop that had been cleared by the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) for commercial release. “The base is narrow and that’s why we need hybrid technology for developing better mustard varieties,” Panjab Singh, president, NAAS, told The Hindu. Though there were wild-related species, these were largely untenable for commercially extracting oil, he added. Unlike in wheat, for instance, where the male and female can be crossed to make a wide genetic range of hybrid seeds, mustard is a



self-pollinating plant that isn’t amenable to such crossings. DMH-11 uses a combination of genes from a soil bacterium that makes mustard amenable to hybridisation. The NAAS also refuted claims that non-GM varieties of rapeseed (a sister species of mustard and an oilseed) in Europe out-yielded GM varieties grown in Canada. In a rejoinder, a coalition of activists slammed the NAAS report and accused it of being a “public relations” agent. “The source of the number of species is the National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (an agriculture ministry body)… It is unscientific for a scientific body to ignore the diversity that exists, and the implications on that diversity from GM mustard,” the Coalition for GM-Free India said in a statement.



The Gorkha Janmukti Morcha (GJM) has expressed its disappointment with the second round of talks with the West Bengal government held at Uttar Kanya on Tuesday. “It seems that the agenda of the meeting was decided in advance, namely to raise issues pertaining to minimum wages, bonus and salaries. There was no discussion on Gorkhaland or the need and modality of maintaining a tripartite dialogue on Gorkhaland,” a press statement issued by Jyoti Kumar Rai, assistant general secretary of GJM, said. The GJM also appealed to the Centre to "immediately convene a tripartite meeting" on the ongoing stalemate in Darjeeling. Seven members of the GJM, including two MLAs and expelled leader Binoy Tamang, participated in the meeting. The ongoing strike in Dar-



The strike in Darjeeling has crossed 90 days. jeeling has crossed 90 days. Attempts by the state government to normalise the situation in the hills have failed to yield much results. On Wednesday, the government resumed bus services between Darjeeling and Siliguri. The buses were escorted by vehicles of security forces. While expressing disappointment with the outcome of the meeting, the GJM said it was “partly appreciative” of CM’s statement that “every citizen has the right to do agitation”. The next round of talks is scheduled to be held on October 17.



Student stabs college director, commits suicide Press Trust of India Udaipur



A fourth-year engineering student has allegedly committed suicide by jumping into Pichola Lake here after stabbing the director of his college, police said on Wednesday. Bhavik Jain, 22, on Tuesday attacked college director Rajendra Shekhar Vyas with a knife after which he jumped into the lake, Hiranmagri police station Sub-Inspector Yash-



want Solanki said. The entire incident was recorded in CCTV cameras installed in the campus of the private college, he said. The injured college director was admitted to a private hospital, Solanki said. An FIR was registered against Jain under the charges of attempt to murder and voluntarily causing hurt by dangerous weapons or means, the police said.



The State has been facing criticism for its ‘poor’ healthcare facilities Press Trust of India



Jacob Koshy



Special Correspondent Kolkata



More doctors for Uttar Pradesh hospitals Lucknow



NEW DELHI



money laundering because there was no import of any goods for the money sent to foreign accounts. In a period of five months, 700 advance remittances were made totalling ₹424.58 crore and the bank got commission for the foreign exchange. We are probing the nexus between the bank officials and the businessmen,” an investigator told The Hindu. The official said following an audit query, it came to light that none of the shell companies existed in the given address.



Urges Centre for tripartite meeting



Over 2,000 doctors will be posted at government hospitals in Uttar Pradesh in the coming days, a step which comes in the backdrop of criticism of poor health facilities in the State that was recently rocked by child



deaths in Gorakhpur. U.P. Health Minister Siddharth Nath Singh said on Wednesday that 7,328 doctors’ posts had been vacant for many years and the State government was now expediting the recruitment process to meet the shortage of doctors. The Uttar Pradesh Public



Service Commission has issued a list of 2,065 selected doctors and they would soon be posted at different government hospitals, an official statement said. “No shortage of doctors will be allowed in any hospital. “Priority is being given to recruitment of doctors to en-



sure that better healthcare is provided,” Mr. Singh was quoted as saying in the statement. The Minister said posts of 7,328 doctors had been lying vacant for many years, and there were no recruitment on these posts. This resulted in shortage of doctors in many hospitals.



All set for NIRF ranking exercise next year Vikas Pathak NEW DELHI



The Centre has set the ball rolling for a more comprehensive ranking of higher educational institutions in the next round of the National Institutional Ranking Framework in 2018. The idea: instead of institutions choosing to take part in the exercise, they are being auto-registered through a large online database — the All-India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) portal — of institutions available with the Ministry of Human Resource Development. The institutions, however, have to provide details like patents, publications, research projects and campus placements that are not available on the portal. The NIRF — begun in 2016 — ranks higher educational institutions in India on the basis of a variety of parameters. The idea is to be able to gauge their relative standing and also help stuCM YK



dents make informed career choices. The 2016 and 2017 NIRF lists reflected the ranks of only those institutions that had taken part in the exercise. The number was about 3300 in 2017. Among universities, Indian Institute of Science in Bangalore was ranked first and Jawaharlal Nehru University in Delhi was second. Miranda House in Delhi was ranked India’s best college. Many top colleges like St Stephens College, Delhi; Hindu College, Delhi; Delhi School of Economics; Ramjas College, Delhi; and Hansraj College, Delhi, did not take part in the exercise. With the changed process, such institutions will be part of the next year’s list. With this, the number of institutions that will figure in the NIRF exercise is expected to jump three-fold to at least 10,000, an official said.



https://t.me/yk_info M ND-NDE
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Equality for what? We must incorporate the right to equality into our political vocabulary to arrest deepening inequality Starkly put, the presence of massive inequality re�ects sharply and pejoratively on the kind of social relations that we �nd in India. Because these social relationships are indisputably unequal, they cannot but be entrenched in massive discrimination and exploitation. Can we re�ect on inequality without taking on exploitation and discrimination? And unless we confront these background inequalities directly, will not inequality continue to be produced and reproduced along with the production and reproduction of a lopsided social order, indeed as an integral part of this order?



A formal break neera chandhoke n 1820 the German philosopher Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, in his magni�cently crafted Philosophy of Right, had written with some despair of the moral squalor and of the ravages that poverty brings in its wake. The state of poverty, he argued, is not an aberration, it is a product of industrial society, of the overproduction and underconsumption which marks this social order. But it is precisely society that banishes its victims to the twilight zone of collective life. Here, removed from the advantages of solidarity that civil society o�ers, the poor are reduced to a heap of fragmented atoms, rabble, poebel. When the standard of living of a large mass of people falls below a certain subsistence level, he wrote, we see a loss of the sense of right and wrong, of honesty and of self-respect. “Against nature man can claim no right, but once society is established, poverty immediately takes the form of a wrong done to one class by another.” Hegel suggests that poverty is a social phenomenon. One, society is complicit in the creation and recreation of poverty. Destitution, that is, is the outcome of a skewed economy. Two, poverty breeds unfortunate consequences, such as su�ering, which seriously demoralises human beings. Three, the existence of large numbers of the poor pose a direct threat to the social order, simply because the poor are (justly) resentful of their exclusion from the bene�ts of society. We should be seriously re�ecting on Hegel’s criticism of a society that refuses to correct the wrongs it



I



Political repression under Prime Minister Hun Sen has put the fragile democracy at risk



T



he crackdown in Cambodia is taking the form of criminalisation of the opposition and the media by Prime Minister Hun Sen ahead of the 2018 national elections. This slide into political regression is particularly troubling, as the country is still recovering from the memory of the genocide at the hands of the Khmer Rouge in the 1970s. Cambodia has enjoyed relative prosperity in recent years thanks to the boom in garment exports and tourism; it can ill-a�ord political unrest. Its democracy too is a work in progress, and while the long-ruling Hun Sen has never been an ideal democrat, in recent years his autocratic tendencies have become increasingly more pronounced. The detention earlier this month of Kem Sokha, leader of the Cambodia National Rescue Party (CNRP), on charges of treason, was accompanied by circumstances that led to the closure of an independent newspaper. In July, the government promulgated a law that enables the banning of political parties with connections to criminal convicts. Mr. Hun Sen, a former commander of the Khmer Rouge, whose lengthy rule since 1985 is often compared to the tenure of other dictators, is anxious to tighten his grip on the levers of power. Recently he declared his intent to carry on for another two terms. But it was the CNRP that made signi�cant gains in the local body elections this June, even as the ruling Cambodian People’s Party (CPP) retained a majority of seats. In his campaign during that election, Mr. Hun Sen barely concealed the instincts of a ruthless dictator when he openly threatened civil war in the event of the CPP losing the elections. Earlier, under its veteran leader Sam Rainsy, who is in self-imposed exile, the CNRP had challenged Mr. Hun Sen’s 2013 re-election and extracted major concessions at the end of a protracted political crisis. The allusion in the latest treason charge is to Mr. Kem Sokha’s comments before an Australian audience some years ago, pointing to the level of desperation in the ruling dispensation. The current political turmoil in Cambodia re�ects an ongoing shift in international in�uence in the decades following the genocide. The U.S. had been closely involved in the restoration of democratic stability in the country, and the Cambodian turnaround is one of the United Nations’ great success stories. But recent years have seen a dramatic rise in Beijing’s bilateral and regional engagement with Phnom Penh, which under Mr. Hun Sen is using the great power rivalry to evade accountability by his regime. Cambodia’s cancellation of the annual joint military exercises with the U.S. this year coincided with the �rst such engagement with China, underscoring the extent of the changing dynamics of big power diplomacy in Southeast Asia. The ‘America First’ approach under President Donald Trump is not likely to alter this trend. It is left to the international community to keep a sustained focus on Cambodia, and underline how precariously placed the Cambodian recovery still is. CM YK



ages that p does not. Poverty is the e�ect of inequality as well as the prime signi�er of inequality. And inequality is demeaning.



Inequality in India In a paper aptly titled ‘Indian income inequality, 1922-2014: From British Raj to Billionaire Raj?’, they conclude that income inequality in India is at the highest level since 1922, when the country’s income tax law was conceived, and that the top 1% earners corner 22% of income. These research �ndings should send a powerful warning signal to power elites, leaders who prefer to concentrate on the politics of beef, brutal repression of dissent, and curtailment of basic human freedoms, even as the lives of thousands of Indians are mired in mind-numbing poverty. There is more to the proposition that some persons are poor beyond belief, and others are rich beyond belief in India. P is poor, we can say, when she does not possess access to the basic resources which enable q, or s, or m to consume nutritious food, avoid ill health, attend school, take up a job, and own a home, let alone go on holiday or possess a car. This implies that p is not just poor, she is unequal to q, s, or m, since the latter three, unlike p, have access to certain advant-



Implications for society Arguably, inequality is not only a matter of statistics. It is a shattering re�ection on the kind of society we live in. Logically, if the economic ordering of society is responsible for ill-being, it is obliged to remedy the wrongs that it has visited upon the heads of the poor. This constitutes a basic code of justice. People who have been wronged are entitled to ask for justice. If justice is not delivered, inequalities are reinforced and compounded over time. Resultantly, people fated to occupy the lowliest rungs of the social ladder are not only denied access to basic material requirements that enable them to live a decent life, they are likely to be socially overlooked, politically irrelevant except in times of elections when their votes bring parties into power, disdained, and subjected to disrespect in and through the practices of everyday life. To be unequal is to be denied the opportunity to participate in social, economic, and cultural transactions from a plane of equality.



Morality of mutual respect Let us not understate the implications of inequality, it violates a basic democratic norm: the equal standing of citizens. Persons have equal standing because each human being has certain capacities in common with other human beings, for instance, the capacity to make her own history in concert with other human beings. Of course the histories that persons make might not be the histories they chose to make, but this is not the issue at hand. What is important is that each person realises this ability. The principle of equal standing generates at least two robust principles of democratic morality. For one, equality is a relation that obtains between persons in respect of some fundamental characteristic that they share in common. Equality is, morally speaking, a default principle. Therefore, and this is the second postulate, persons should not be discriminated against on grounds such as race, caste, gender, ethnicity, sexual preferences, disability, or class. These features of the human condition are morally irrelevant. These two postulates of political morality yield the following implications. To treat persons equally be-



Neera Chandhoke is a former Professor of Political Science at Delhi University



We need to talk about rural distress Farmers are under siege — a policy upgrade is essential



feroze varun gandhi



Cambodian slide



has heaped on its own people, in the light of the research �ndings of the economist Thomas Piketty and his colleague Lucas Chancel.



A



century ago, farmers in Bihar’s Champaran district were forced to set aside 15% of their land to cultivate indigo under the Tinkathia system. Once planted, the farmers were still subjected to a variety of extortionist cesses, or abwabs. They rose in revolt but were crushed by the East India Company until the arrival of a barrister from South Africa. Yet, a century after Mahatma Gandhi fought against the exploitation of farmers, India’s agrarian community still remains under siege. At a granular level, marginal farming in India is a highly complex and decision-intensive process. Farmers have to make a variety of decisions starting with the choice of crops (annual or short term) and their time of tillage. Then there are rising prices of agricultural inputs, availability of water, soil suitability and pest management. All these factors create a narrow window of economic bene�t for the marginal farmer. A wrong decision can wreak havoc.



Debt levels This uncertainty is re�ected in rural debt levels. A Panjab University study showed that in Punjab, large farmers with holdings greater



than 10 hectares typically had a debt-to-income ratio of 0.26, while for medium farmers, 4-10 ha, and semi-medium farmers, 2-4 ha, it was 0.34 — all seemingly a�ordable. However, small, 1-2 ha, and marginal farmers, less than a hectare, faced a greater burden of debt, with a debt-to-income ratio of 0.94 and 1.42, respectively; over 50% of their loans are from nonbanking sources. With average landholding size decreasing from 2.3 ha in 1971 to 1.16 ha in 2011, and average input prices rising, cultivation costs have also increased. A farmer now typically earns ₹2,400 a month per hectare of paddy and about ₹2,600 a month per hectare of wheat, while farm labourers earn less than ₹5,000 a month. Real farm wages have grown at an average annual growth rate of 2.9% between 1991 and 2012, with farm wages declining between 2002 and 2007. E�ectively, about 30.5 million left farming between 2004-05 and 2010-11, seeking employment in the secondary and tertiary sectors. In 2011, the Planning Commission estimated that the size of this agricultural workforce would shrink to less than 200 million by 2020. The consequence is farmers committing suicides. Farmer suicides have also grown primarily in States with limited irrigation and variable rainfall, comprising 87.5% of all farmer suicides in 2015. Over 3,21,428 farmers committed suicide in the last 20 years. Large farmers in Maharashtra typically have access to modern



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Going the Bullet way Those who oppose the high-speed rail corridor project citing poverty and the extravagant cost of the project should realise that it is a long-term dream scheme of the nation, being funded at a meagre interest rate of 0.1%. It will create thousands of employment opportunities, directly and indirectly, in the long run (“An alliance on track”, September 13). We are living in a world where technology is the need of the hour and India cannot a�ord to miss out on such projects. It was once argued by the Left that information technology was a bane but it was subsequently proven that India is a world leader in this area. Kshirasagara Balaji Rao, Hyderabad



We have to learn lessons from the revelation that Taiwan’s high-speed line ■



BHAGYA PRAKASH K.



F



inally, the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam is without its deeply polarising �gure, the interim general secretary, V.K. Sasikala. As a close friend of Jayalalithaa, she had played a major role in the party’s a�airs for more than 25 years, evoking both fear and loyalty among the party’s second line of leaders. Her removal was the precondition set by the O. Panneerselvam faction of the party for a merger, a �rst step before the party could reclaim its original identity and �ag and election symbol. Whether the faction led by Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami adopted this course out of political necessity or out of a genuine desire to keep Sasikala out of the party’s a�airs is now immaterial: the break with the Sasikala family is real. The consequences of her removal at the meeting of the general council of the party will be immediate: greater political legitimacy for the ruling faction’s claim to be truly representative of the party’s organisational support base and increased isolation of the Sasikala clan from the party. While there are many in the party, including ministers, who still sympathise with Sasikala, or feel a sense of gratitude towards her, the party will no longer be remote-controlled by the ‘Mannargudi clan’. The newly evolved collective leadership in the party, with Mr. Panneerselvam as the coordinator and Mr. Palaniswami as the co-coordinator, and the abolition of the powerful post of general secretary, will be resistant to the in�uence of Sasikala and her nephew T.T.V. Dhinakaran. However, the Sasikala group under the leadership of Mr. Dhinakaran commands the overt support of at least 18 members of the Assembly, enough to pull down the government. They have been hesitant to form themselves as a breakaway group either for fear of being disquali�ed for defection or in the hope that they might be able to capture the leadership of the parent party. The general council meeting could only have accentuated the di�erences with the Dhinakaran group. A reconciliation is close to impossible now, although Sasikala has not been expelled from the party. The changed equations within the ruling party, which no longer appears to enjoy the con�dence of a majority in the House, should force Governor C. Vidyasagar Rao out of his inaction. Mr. Palaniswami should seek another vote of con�dence as, even by the admission of his own camp he is well short of an absolute majority in the Assembly. The political gains from the merger of the two camps notwithstanding, Mr. Palaniswami might have risked the stability of his own government by patching up with Mr. Panneerselvam. Just as he ties up one end, things are beginning to unravel at the other.



GETTY IMAGES



V.K. Sasikala’s removal as general secretary may be at the cost of the party’s government



cause they possess equal standing is to treat them with respect. The idea that one should treat persons with respect not only because some of these persons possess some special skill or talent, for example skilled cricketers, gifted musicians, or literary giants, but because persons are human beings, is by now part of common sense morality. If someone were to ask, ‘equality for what’, we can answer that equality assures equal standing and respect, and respect is an essential prerequisite for the making of human beings who can participate in the multiple transactions of society from a position of con�dence and self-respect. If they cannot do so, the government is simply not taking the well-being of its citizens seriously. There is urgent need, in the face of government inaction and insensitivity towards people trapped in inequality as a social relation to invoke the collective conscience of Indian citizens. If the right to equality is violated, citizens should be exercised or agitated about this violation. But for this to occur, for society to feel deeply about the right on o�er, we have to incorporate the right to equality into political thinking, into our values, and into political vocabularies. The project requires the harnessing of creative imagination and courage on the one hand, and careful reasoning, persuasion, and dialogue on the other. The task also demands the investment of rather high degrees of energy and time. But this is essential because a political consensus on what constitutes, or should constitute the basic rules of society, is central to our collective lives. The political is not a given, it has to be constructed, as Karl Marx had told us long ago, through determined and sustained political intervention.



pumps, consuming huge amounts of water and leaving hardly anything for small and marginal farmers. Fertilizer and pesticide prices have also risen, causing marginal farmers to adopt organic means. The limited availability and high cost of high-yielding seed varieties also hampers agricultural productivity. Given such constraints, farmers have limited scope for crop diversi�cation, choosing to focus primarily on staple crops such as wheat and rice, where the government o�ers a price guarantee for produce and the availability of post-harvest infrastructure.



Loan waiver politics Institutional support has been provided in various forms since Independence. Established in 1982, the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development has sought to provide �nancing support for tube-well irrigation, farm mechanisation and other ancillary activities. The introduction of a nationwide agriculture loan waiver in



1990 had a deleterious impact on the provision of rural credit, providing a short-term palliative while breeding credit indiscipline among farmers and leading to a shortfall in rural credit growth. The 2004-05 Union Budget sought to double agricultural credit, while a 2% interest subvention was provided in 2006, allowing farmers to avail of kisan credit card (KCC) loans at 7% per annum (up to ₹3 lakh). Another agricultural loan waiver was sanctioned in 2009, just before the Lok Sabha election. In 2011, the government provided a further 3% interest subvention for farmers making immediate payments on their KCC loans. More recently, the Uttar Pradesh government’s farm loan waiver scheme has been replicated in Maharashtra, Punjab and Karnataka and estimated to total up to 0.5% of India’s GDP. Similar demands are growing in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Haryana. Small and marginal farmers certainly deserve greater support from the government. However, India’s agricultural policy has historically disincentivised the creation of a formal credit culture among farmers. When the next election is likely to bring about another farm loan waiver, why would any farmer seek to pay o� his loans early? Such schemes can also prompt farmers to take on risky ventures that are beyond their capacity. Ideally, India ought not to have rural distress. We have the second largest amount of arable land in the world. Yet, less than 35% of this



land is irrigated, with the remainder subject to �uctuations in rainfall.



Helping the farmer The writing is on the wall. India’s small and marginal farmers will need another agricultural loan waiver. However, this cannot continue in the future. There are other ways to mitigate their plight. Greater subsidies could be extended for the purchase of agricultural equipment, fertilizers and pesticides, while the medical insurance coverage could be expanded through the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojna. In addition, the scope of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act could be increased. Allowing marginal farmers to be paid for tilling their own �elds could reduce their input costs. Such measures could also increase their net income. Finally, we need a national conversation on rural distress. Unlike the Champaran Satyagraha, national attention has been curiously lacking. We ought to discuss the Swaminathan Commission’s report in a full week’s sitting of Parliament and decide which direction India’s agriculture goes. With empathy for India’s farmers and a truthful assessment of on-theground farming reality, we must make the right choices for Indian agriculture. Feroze Varun Gandhi is a Member of Parliament representing the Sultanpur constituency for the BJP



Letters emailed to [email protected] must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.



which used the same Japanese technology is experiencing heavy losses while Indonesia, which is to use Chinese technology, is facing land acquisition issues. We are witness to the Indian Railways struggle to obtain ‘right of way’ even for a small stretch of track. Prolonged litigation often pushes up costs. Have the Railways done their homework for the earmarked stretch? Given the speed at which largescale projects are executed in India, the deadline of 2022 seems overambitious. The terms of the soft loan from Japan, though comparatively better than if it was availed from the World Bank, may not prove to be economical. Fare tari�s for a bullet train are bound to be prohibitive. With its very poor safety record, the Indian Railways would do well to concentrate on



strengthening the existing track system and adopting coach technology that ensures safe and comfortable travel. Here, the aim seems to be to help Japan lift its stagnant economy and maintain a balance in relations with neighbours.



government’s blunders that seem to have infused a new life into Mr. Gandhi’s otherwise �agging political career. While the BJP is up in arms over his speech and comments, one cannot but admit that the Prime Minister too has broken that convention time and again.



V. Subramanian,



J. Akshay,



Chennai



Bengaluru



Rahul at Berkeley



■



It is unfortunate that the healthy convention of political �gures not washing domestic dirty linen in public while abroad is now dead and buried. Today, politics in India is a noholds-barred game, dirtier than ever and which most political leaders indulge in. While addressing an event at the University of California, Berkeley, Congress vice-president Rahul Gandhi played the role expected of him. Credit partly goes to the



https://t.me/yk_info



It is true that no democratic country has achieved what India has achieved by adopting 100% non-violence. Also, nobody would disagree that former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi was responsible for introducing India’s modern communication network. However, Mr. Gandhi could have skilfully refrained from talking about Indian politics while abroad. Students and the faculty would have been more interested in matters concerning developments in economic, academic and



people of the same religion imposed by the caste system M. Subbiah, — and despite legislation Chennai banning it — continues to in�ict unspeakable misery on a signi�cant section of Being a rationalist As a nation we have been the people to this day. It is pandering to religious time that we started sentiments for too long. exposing our children to Right from the days of rationalism so that they can Partition, the various riots, evaluate its merits and the demolition of the Babri choose for themselves what Majid, the Gujarat riots and to believe in. ‘Forget god, beyond, the trail of violence consider man’ is good and loss of lives and advice as humanism is the properties caused as a result only way to take mankind of religion is too large to toward peace and progress. document. Even the father K. Natarajan, of the nation was eliminated Madurai by religious fanatics. The more letters online: ‘graded inequality’ among www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/ scienti�c research in India, rather than politics.



corrections & clarifications: In a PTI story, “Bhagat Singh case back in court” (Sept. 13, 2017), there was an erroneous reference to Section 1201 of the Indian Penal Code. It should have been Section 120. ‘India needs a thousand more prefab factories’ (Interview , Business page, Sept. 12, 2017) erroneously said that a plant in Krishnagiri had been named after former President, Abdul Kalam. There is no prefab factory named after him. The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300; E-mail:[email protected] M ND-NDE
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Towards war’s end in Syria



Subnationalism not a threat



The battle�eld is criss-crossed with competing interests in the charge against the Islamic State



As long as it is not secessionist, or aimed at othering sections, subnationalism can be seen as a constitutive element of democracy



Mathew Idiculla News comes daily of the Syrian Army’s advance through one village after another towards the besieged eastern city of Deir ez-Zor. Since the summer of 2014, the Islamic State (IS) has surrounded the city and starved its people. An official of the World Food Programme told me last month that if the siege continued, there would be a certain outbreak of cholera. Syria’s Army was able to break through the Ash-Shula crossroads and enter Deir ez-Zor, holding a part of the western city and relieving the regiment that had — almost single-handedly — prevented the IS takeover of the city. But even as the Syrian Army began to fortify its position, the IS hit hard with great determination to defend their citadel in Al-Shoulah. This is not an easy battle, even as the Syrian Army has been backed by Russian cruise missile strikes and by its own air force.



A complex battlefield Syria’s battlefield is so complex and fast changing that earlier this month, about 300 IS fighters and an equal number of their family members boarded buses at the Lebanese border in western Syria to come to Deir ez-Zor. This was a deal struck by IS, the Syrian government, the Lebanese government, and Hezbollah. A tough campaign by the Lebanese armed forces and Hezbollah managed to eject the IS from the highlands above the Beqaa Valley. These 300 fighters made a deal for safe passage to Deir ez-Zor if they would hand over the bodies of Hezbollah fighters taken in 2014. The convoy of 11 buses carrying these IS troops was stopped in the Syrian desert by U.S. air strikes. Half of them turned back for the Syrian government areas, while the rest attempted to move forward to certain death or capture in the west. The tourist buses of their fighters were stuck — like sitting ducks — underneath the firepower of the U.S. Air Force. Meanwhile, north of Deir ez-Zor, the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) moved under heavy U.S. airpower to seize about 14 out of 22 of Raqqa’s neighbourhoods. SDF spokesperson Mustafa Bali said that there are only



“Since the summer of 2014, the Islamic State has surrounded the city of Deir ez-Zor and starved its people.” A man holds bread as he walks along a debris-�lled street in Deir ez-Zor, eastern Syria. REUTERS *



about 1,000 IS fighters left in the city, which now has one hospital and little other resources for a population that has lived in terror for the past few years. The fight has been going slowly, as the IS has positioned car bombs and mines to slow the entry of the SDF. On Friday, the SDF captured Raqqa University. Its tanks, flying the flag of the Syrian Kurdish YPG militia group, made it clear that this was largely a Syrian Kurdish operation. This continues to rankle Syria’s northern neighbour, Turkey, which has moved its troops into Syria (a Turkish military officer said that the YPG has been targeting its troops and artillery positions near the Syrian border town of A’zaz). There is a great deal of psychological warfare at work, with the battlefield shrouded in competing interests and with facts hard to discern through the smoke. Each of the main forces (the Syrian Army, the SDF, the Iranian militias, Hezbollah, the Free Syrian Army, the Turkish army and the U.S. military) claims to be at the forefront of the battle to defeat the IS. That has become the focus. The government of Bashar al-Assad is no longer the target of the major armed powers (Turkey, the U.S. and the Gulf Arabs) that had pledged to remove him from his presidency. Even the Free Syrian Army has turned its guns against the IS, as it recently did in south Daraa, where it defeated the Saifullah al-Maslul group in the villages of al-Abdali and al-Majahid. This is a dramatic turn of affairs.



The UN envoy for Syria, Staffan de Mistura, said recently that he hopes that a new UN process for peace will open up in October. Mr. de Mistura is focused on the region around Idlib, in northern Syria, and in pockets of Damascus where the non-IS rebels have congregated for what will be a last stand. The main group here is Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), which is closely linked to al-Qaeda and has been shown to be a beneficiary of Gulf Arab funds and theological assistance. With the Syrian Army and its allies busy with the fight against the IS in Deir ez-Zor, HTS fighters have deepened their hold on Idlib in preparation for the inevitable attack by the Syrian Army. It is this attack which will have major consequences for civilian lives that Mr. de Mistura wishes to circumvent.



Missteps towards peace President Assad could have been coaxed to the table after these battlefield successes. He might very well have been in the mood for concessions from a position of strength. Just when Mr. de Mistura seemed prepared to hold preparatory talks with Damascus, other parts of the UN decided to increase the pressure on the Syrian government. Catherine Marchi-Uhel, head of the UN’s International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism, held a press conference in early September to say that she was prepared to hold trials and prosecute members of Mr. Assad’s government for war crimes. The UN re-



leased a report that suggested that the Syrian government had used chemical weapons in Khan Sheikhoun in April (Syria denied that it had used toxic gases against its people because “it does not have them in the first place”). Israel, then, conducted an air strike against what Syrian officials say was not a chemical weapons plant but a warehouse for Hezbollah’s weapons that it received from Iran. The statements by Ms. Marchi-Uhel, the UN report and the Israeli attack will simply result in hardened positions from Damascus. It is likely that as soon as the Syrian Army has taken hold of Deir ezZor, it will move against the HTS in Idlib. There is no possibility for these fighters to be resupplied, since their regional allies (Turkey and the Gulf Arabs) have largely abandoned them. The lead negotiator for the opposition side — Riad Hijab (a former Syrian Prime Minister) — has refused to come to the talks. His language sounds dated, with the most anachronistic demand being the removal of Mr. Assad. Failure to come to the table leaves Mr. Hijab culpable for the prolongation of a war that should end as soon as possible. The battle for Idlib will be dangerous and bloody, with a hardened and desperate HTS fighting an exhausted Syrian Arab Army and its equally stretched allies. Vijay Prashad’s latest book is ‘The Death of the Nation and the Future of the Arab Revolution’



Along with the rhetoric of nationalism, India is also witnessing the re-emergence of subnationalism as a political idea. Interestingly, this is emerging most strongly from Karnataka, which is neither ruled by a regional party nor has shown any significant separatist or secessionist tendencies in the past. The key issue of contention is regarding a separate State flag for Karnataka. While Karnataka has had an unofficial yellow-andred flag for almost 50 years, the government is now considering adopting an official State flag. The other issue is the protest against the imposition of Hindi, most notably on the signboards of Namma Metro stations in Bengaluru. Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah has strongly come out in support of the State flag and against the use of Hindi signboards in the Metro. Even if the narrative around Kannadiga pride is impelled by the government with an eye on the upcoming Assembly polls, the larger questions around identity it raises cannot be ignored. Given the multiple identity markers, the key challenge is to foster a shared political community that also accommodates the multiple aspirations of a diverse population. This is important as an aggressive nationalism seeks to engulf any alternative ideas of self-identification. The counternarrative hence brings into question the place of linguistic and cultural rights in a plural society with a federal Constitution.



Accommodating multiple identities Historically, the nationalist movement had furthered a pluralistic idea of India. While the Indian National Congress had demanded language-based provinces during the freedom movement, the experience of religionbased Partition made the Nehru government vary of adopting linguistic States in the early years after Independence. But with the enactment of the States Reorganisation Act, 1956, linguistic States became a reality. Further, the Official Languages Act of 1963 prevented the planned transition of India’s official language from English to Hindi. These key legislative moves ensured that Indian national identity is not homogeneous. India also does not follow a classical majoritarian form of democracy. While the firstpast-the-post electoral system tends to favour ethnocultural majorities, there are also certain group-based fundamental rights provided in the Constitution, such as in Articles 29 and 30. Part XXI of the Constitution has a set of special provisions for certain



K. MURALI KUMAR



Vijay Prashad



States and sub-State regions, while the Fifth and Sixth Schedules give special institutional measures for the administration of areas with high Scheduled Tribe populations. While India does not neatly fit within political scientist Arend Lijphart’s framework of a consociational system (providing for formal power-sharing arrangements between different social groups), it possesses a flexible constitutional order that enables creative solutions to subnational aspirations. The creation of new States based on varied grounds has not been too arduous in independent India. Hence, Alfred Stepan, Juan Linz and Yogendra Yadav argue that India may be classified as a “state-nation” which respects “multiple but complementary” so-



ciocultural identities and provides constitutional mechanisms to accommodate political claims arising out of these identities. Such a constitutional order has been central to our endurance as a nation state for 70 years.



Furthering a plural democracy The accommodation of linguistic and cultural diversities does not merely help maintain the integrity of India’s national boundaries, but also promotes positive social outcomes. In How Solidarity Works for Welfare, Prerna Singh has argued that subnationalism is positively linked to social development. Using multiple research methods, she demonstrates that greater the level of subnational solidarity, higher will be the State’s commitment to social welfare. Kerala’s success is the most striking example. She contrasts Kerala and Tamil Nadu with Uttar Pradesh, a development laggard with little subnational solidarity, to argue her point. With hyper-nationalism on the rise, it is important to reassert the pluralistic character of the Indian nation state. While nationalism conventionally privileges one sociocultural identity over others, India’s pluralistic nationalism celebrates the coexistence of multiple identities. The assertion of subnational pride in States like Karnataka counters attempts at advancing the homogenising narrative of Hindi-Hindu-Hindustan. As long as subnationalism is not secessionist, or aimed at othering sections of the population, it should not be viewed as a threat, but rather as a constitutive element of India’s plural democracy. Mathew Idiculla is a research consultant at the Centre for Law and Policy Research, Bengaluru
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Chinese intruders su�er casualties



Conversations about women journalists on the sidelines of a protest



A strong Chinese patrol which infiltrated about 300 yards behind the Indian lines in Nathu La this morning [September 13] was thrown back by the Indian troops. The Chinese suffered heavy casualties. The Chinese under cover of darkness at about 3 a.m. on Wednesday managed to get behind the Indian positions. But early in the morning when three persons were detected the Indian forces launched a vigorous offensive and pushed them out. Firing continued in Nathu La area intermittently to-day after the patrol clash. The Chinese used mortar and artillery fire but little of small arms fire.
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After journalist and activist Gauri Lankesh’s brutal murder, discussions, both online and o�ine, have largely been focussed on her. There is a great deal of speculation about who killed her, and why. The spotlight of many of these conversations has also tended to move to the subject of women in the media. In these exchanges, a surprisingly large number of people have said that journalism is not a safe place for women. Some have said women should not be journalists and others have said that women, even if they choose to be in the media, must not voice strong opinions. A few have even shockingly said that no one would kill an opinionated woman if she stayed at home. What is dismaying is that these attitudes are not just held by laypeople, but by some journalists too, as I found out recently.



At a tea shop A few days back, after a press meet, a bunch of reporters parked their bikes near a shop that sold cigarettes, gutka, and tea, and sat down to discuss the case passionately. Opinions were varied. A reporter from a television news channel said he was surprised by the national and international interest that Lankesh’s death had generated. A couple said Lankesh had been very critical of the right wing and did not mince her words after the National Democratic Alliance came to power. Some felt her activism had made her a target rather than her journalistic work. A few said she had inherited her father editor and writer P. Lankesh’s courage. Some wondered if she had been ‘too provocative’. In this din, a senior journalist, who had been silent until then, told me that his o�ce had recently hired three people, of whom two were women. “That is 66%,” he said. “Who said this is a man’s world?” A photographer said he had just visited his nephew in a journalism college in Bengaluru and was astonished to �nd a large number of girls there. “It seemed as if I had entered a girls’ college,” he said. A young man hoped that women from these journalism colleges were posted to district towns, so that he could see “pretty faces” everyday and “work would be more interesting”. Yet another said that “jeans-clad women with hyphenated surnames” were hired these days and all they do is write “Kagakka-Gubbakka stories (fairy tales)”. Women don’t understand politics and they don’t write about politics in a way that others can understand, he remarked. “Why don’t they stick to the arts?” These remarks were appalling, but then I imagined Lankesh sitting amongst these men. Having heard and read her for years, I wondered what she would have said to all these remarks. “Lo maga! (Oh, boy!), will you all keep quiet now?” she may have said. “I can clearly see what men have done to journalism all these years.” We live in a world where women report on terror, politics, business and much more; yet some men don’t see them as their equals. It’s almost as though Gauri Lankesh’s death shows us a measure of her intellect and courage, and she was there in this group to prove them all wrong. CM YK
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The British have come to stay
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CONCEPTUAL



FAQ



Easterlin paradox



An elusive recovery



Economics



Reasons behind growth slowdown and possible remedies



This refers to the paradoxical relationship between the growth in the GDP of a country and the level of happiness enjoyed by its people. It is named after American economist Richard Easterlin who proposed the concept in his 1971 paper “Does Economic Growth Improve the Human Lot? Some Empirical Evidence”. Easterlin argued that an increase in the GDP of a country did not always lead its citizens to become happier people as the marginal gain in happiness begins to decrease beyond a particular point. Critics, on the other hand, have contested the paradox saying that richer countries are generally happier than poorer ones. CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



MORE ON THE WEB



Prashanth perumal J.



What do the latest numbers say about the economy? Growth in in-



dustrial output, according to the Index of Industrial Production released by the Central Statistics Office on Tuesday, has slumped to 1.2% in July as against a much higher rate of 4.5% recorded during the same month last year. July’s industrial output growth is still higher than the growth rate of -0.2% witnessed in June. Retail price inflation, as measured by the Consumer Price Index, rose to a fivemonth high of 3.36% in August as compared to 2.36% in July. These numbers follow the slowdown reported earlier this month in the growth of gross domestic product (GDP) during the first quarter of 2017-18.



goods and services tax (GST) has caused significant uncertainty among businesses about the tax rates and other rules to be followed under the new tax regime. This has led to a drop in business activity across the value chain, which in turn is reflected in the lacklustre industrial output numbers. In addition, the economy has been contracting for the last five consecutive quarters, starting well before the implementation of GST or the demonetisation of high-value rupee notes in November last year, before growth in the latest quarter hit a threeyear low. Many have attributed this to the drought in private investment which has lasted for years now. The current slowdown is thus very likely the result of both short-term disturbances caused by GST as well as other secular influences.
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Decoding PMJDY, an intriguing work in progress http://bit.ly/2h21ImP



What has caused the growth slowdown? The



implementation



of



the



What is the likely policy



response? The slump in



economic growth in recent years has led to increasing pressure on the Reserve Bank of India to provide a boost to the economy by cutting interest rates aggressively. The underlying belief is that printing money can grow the economy. The rise in retail inflation in August, however, probably rules out any form of aggressive monetary stimulus by the RBI in its next policy meeting due to be held in October. Even so, at least some part of the lost growth may be recovered over the next few quarters as the economy adapts to GST and other related shortterm disturbances. A sustained recovery that puts India on the high-growth trajectory for years, as recommended by former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan, however, may be possible only after the government implements structural reforms in the labour and land market.



To-day [Sept. 13] the Hon’ble Mr. N.D. Beatson Bell, Senior Member of the Bengal Executive Council, presided over the celebration of the 82nd commemoration of the Founders Day in La Martiniers College [in Calcutta]. In concluding a lengthy speech he said the British had come to India to stay. In these days the air is full of schemes of political reconstruction, some of them wise, some of them otherwise, but they all seem to be or nearly all of them false and out of drawing because they ignored the simple fact that the British have come to stay. We are sometimes told that we are birds of passage. We are not... and when I hear people talk of birds of passage, I generally think of my own children and I remember that their father, grand-father and their great grand-father have already between them put in nearly one hundred years’ of work in India and I naturally smile when I hear people talk of birds of passage. I am sure many another smiles when he hears that foolish expression and when we look round on tea gardens and jute-mills, when we look round upon all railways and all steamers — and they are the freights and the traffic of the British Empire — and what British have done in India we smile when we hear ourselves talked of as birds of passage. CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
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FROM PAGE ONE



‘Petrol, diesel should come under GST’ “The government has no business to interfere in dayto-day operations of oil companies... government will interfere only to improve operational efficiency of oil companies,” he said after meeting the heads of state-run firms. He was replying to questions from presspersons on whether the government plans to stall the daily price revision in view of the spike in rates. Mr. Pradhan said the global prices had risen due to factors such as the hurricanes in the U.S., and there were already indications of a “softening in the



rates.” “As a result of these hurricanes, 13% of U.S. refinery capacity was shut down,” he said. Asked if the government would cut excise duty, he said, “That is a call the Finance Ministry has to take but one thing is very clear — we have to balance developmental needs with consumer aspirations.” “We have to fund massive highways and road development plans, railway modernisation and expansion, rural sanitation, drinking water, primary healthcare and education. Allocation on all these heads has gone up significantly. Where do we get resources for these?”



Business climate hit, say companies “Implementation of GST was to create a single unified large market with simplified tax structure for the auto industry,” Hyundai Motor India said in a statement. “However, the recent rolling back to multiple rates with pre-GST classification has come as a setback to industry, shaking the confidence of auto manufacturers,” the Indian subsidiary of the South Korean auto major said. Since July 1, the GST Council has changed the tax and cess rates on at least 98 goods and services, and issued 32 notifications, clarifications and corrigenda in the process.



Multiple changes The resultant uncertainty over the tax rates and procedures could adversely impact investments and prices, say tax experts and corporations. “The multiple changes in the rates and processes made after the introduction of GST have led to some degree of uncertainty, which industry has had to grapple with and it is hoped that incremental changes are not made on an ongoing basis,”



said M.S. Mani, senior director-Indirect Tax, Deloitte India. “GST was touted as making indirect taxes simpler and more certain. GST itself has been unsettling. On top of that, if things keep changing, then that makes business even more uncertain.”



Auto makers upset Auto makers are upset with the rule changes, since the cess applicable on motor vehicles was increased as recently as September 11, leading to further uncertainty in the sector and an increase in prices across almost all segments. “Following the ordinance on GST amendment, we have to revise the price of our products in line with the cess hike which may nearly reflect the prices in the preGST scenario,” N. Raja, director & senior vice-president, Marketing and Sales at Toyota Kirloskar Motor, mentioned in an emailed statement. “We expect the coming festive season to witness low customer sentiment on new purchase decisions,” Hyundai added in its statement.



Abe promises peace in Indo-Paci�c region Discussions over the security challenges facing Tokyo after the latest North Korean thermo-nuclear test is a new dimension to bilateral ties between Japan and India. Mr. Kawai stopped short of revealing if bilateral military ties would feature in Mr. Abe’s talks though the Ministry of External Affairs later said that a military component would constitute a part of the Abe-Modi meeting.



Amphibian plane Reports suggest that Japan



is likely to take up the sale of ShinMaywa US-2 amphibian aircraft that India has been eyeing for the past few years.



Maritime capabilities The aircraft, one of the frontline machines of its category is expected to boost India’s maritime capabilities in the Indo-Pacific region. The other major discussion is likely to be over the India-Japan nuclear ties which have acquired a new broader scope after Japan ratified the deal.



The Hindu wins best news website award The gold award in the Best Innovation to Engage Youth Audiences category went to Youngworldclub.com, The Hindu Group’s learning portal for children. The evaluation was based on effectiveness in engaging youth audiences, especially children and teenagers. This year, the winners of South Asian Digital Media Awards were chosen from nine categories — best news website, best in lifestyle, sports or entertainment website, digital advertising campaign, use of online video, best data visualisation, best news mobile ser-



vice, best lifestyle, sports or entertainment mobile services, best innovation new product, best in social media engagement, and innovation to engage youth. The awards, presented by WAN-IFRA and Google, recognise publishers who have adopted digital media and mobile strategies as part of their total product offering to meet the major changes in how people consume news today. WANIFRA’s Digital Media Awards are presented in every region and the winners from each region compete for the World Digital Media Awards.



Govt. did not pay for priest’s release: Singh Asked about the role of the Government of Oman in the rescue, he said:“When direct methods do not yield results, you adopt indirect methods. In such situations, you have to seek everybody’s help,” he said. The Minister, who was in CM YK



the city to participate in Videsh Sampark, a State outreach conference organised by the MEA, said the Centre had opened negotiations with other countries to enforce the minimum wage requirements for Indians going abroad for jobs.



We’re not terrorists, say Rohingya In a petition before Supreme Court, community seeks to be treated with dignity by the government



Income limit raised for creamy layer



Legal Correspondent



Press Trust of India



NEW DELHI



New Delhi₹



Nearly 7,000 Rohingya living in 23 settlements across Jammu have moved the Supreme Court, saying there is not a single terrorist among them and they deserve to be treated with dignity by the government. Applications have been filed in the Supreme Court alleging that Rohingya were a national security threat, and they should be deported. A Bench led by Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra has asked the Centre to clarify its position. The case came to the court following a government move to deport Rohingya. The court is scheduled to hear the issue on September 18. “All 7,000 Rohingya have nothing to do with terrorism,” the community, represented by counsel Colin Gonsalves, said. The petition, filed through Mohammad Yunus, a Rohingya, described the life of the average Rohingya in Jammu.



The ‘creamy layer’ ceiling for OBC reservation has been raised to ₹8 lakh per year, according to an official order issued on Wednesday. “It has now been decided to raise the income limit from ₹6 lakh to ₹8 lakh per annum for determining the creamy layer among the Other Backward Classes,” the order issued by the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) said. In 1993, the limit was kept at ₹1 lakh. It was raised thrice — to ₹2.5 lakh in 2004, ₹4.5 lakh in 2008 and ₹6 lakh in 2013. Finance Minister Arun Jaitley had on August 23 announced that the Union Cabinet had been formally apprised of the decision to increase the limit for Central government jobs. Mr. jaitley had said Prime Minister Narendra Modi had hinted in Assam that the bar defining creamy layer would be raised. “These measures are part of the government’s efforts to ensure greater social justice and inclusion for members of the Other Backward Classes,” an official release issued recently said.



Police verification It said there had not been a single allegation of terrorism against any Rohingya ever since the community began living in Jammu. “Not a single one of them has ever engaged in any terrorist



Pulling on: A Rohingya distributes wheat, donated by local people, among other refugees at a camp in Delhi . activity,” the petition said. “The local police have for over a year conducted interrogation of all the Rohingya and have taken full details of each family. The local police have inspected the settlements several times every month. All the Rohingya cooperate with the police and give them all the required information,” it said. Saying that branding Rohingya as terrorists was both



Kerala youth who joined IS killed in Syria Kin receive wife’s WhatsApp message



unfair and discriminatory, it asked the court to direct the government to treat the community with some dignity, not to displace the community, which had undergone years of persecution in their own native land of Myanmar. “The approximately 7,000 Rohingya reside peacefully on privately owned lands rented out by Indian nationals, most of whom are



Hindus. The Rohingya are paying rent to these landlords on a timely basis. None of the landlords have ever voiced any complaints or objections about the conduct of their Rohingya tenants,” the petition said.



Refugee status It said all the 7,000 Rohingya were “interrogated” extensively by the UNHCR, their statements verified before



Special Correspondent



A youth from here who joined the Islamic State (IS) in Syria a year ago is believed to have been killed, police sources said here on Wednesday. Muhammad Shajil,30, who joined the jihadist group along with four others from his native place near Koodali, has been killed, according to a WhatsApp message sent by his wife, Hafziya,24, who had also joined him with their two young children. The voice message sent to his younger brother in Dubai said that Shajil became a ‘shaheed’ (martyr) after he received bullet injuries in his leg. The wife said she and the children were staying with several other women whose hus-



bands had been martyred, the police sources said, adding that in the message she quoted verses from the Koran. She wanted the message to be conveyed to her mother-in-law, the sources said. The police said Shajil of Pallikkal House at Kamalpeedika, near Mundery, had gone to Syria with V.K. Shajahan of Koodali here, who had been arrested by the National Investigation Agency in New Delhi after he was deported from Turkey while he was trying to cross the Turkey-Syrian border. In his statement, recorded by the NIA, the names of Shajil and his wife were mentioned, the police sources said. The police said that Shajil, like Shajahan, was a Popular Front of India worker.



AP



declaring them as refugees. “All of them fled their country of origin i.e. Myanmar due to fear of persecution and are not illegal immigrants in India. Most of these families have been residing peacefully in Jammu since 2008. The Rohingya have a well-founded fear of persecution in the country of their origin on account of their minority ethnic community status,” the plea said.



Chakma-Hajong issue still open Rijiju says Centre will �nd a middle ground while granting them citizenship Special Correspondent New Delhi



KANNUR



*



Union Minister of State for Home Kiren Rijiju said here on Wednesday that as per the Supreme Court’s order, the government would grant citizenship to over one lakh Chakma-Hajongs, Buddhists and Hindu refugees who came to India from the Chittagong Hill Area in undivided Pakistan in the 1960s. However, Home Ministry spokesperson Ashok Prasad said the “matter is still under consideration”. Mr. Rijiju told The Hindu that as per the constitutional provisions and various regulations, the Chakma-Hajongs “cannot be equated with the indigenous people of Arunachal Pradesh”. He blamed the Congress for committing a historical mistake.



Kiren Rijiju The Chakma-Hajong refugee issue was discussed threadbare at a high-level meeting convened by Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh and attended by Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu, National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and Mr. Rijiju. Addressing presspersons after the hour-long meeting, Mr. Rijiju said a “middle ground” would be chosen so



the 2015 Supreme Court order to grant citizenship could be honoured and the rights of the local population would not be diluted. “The Supreme Court order has to be honoured. Chakmas are settled in Arunachal Pradesh since 1964. But ST status and indigenous people’s rights won’t be diluted,” he said. Several organisations and the civil society in Arunachal Pradesh have been opposing citizenship to the Chakma and Hajong refugees saying it would change the demography of the State.



Workable solution The Central government is trying to find a workable solution by proposing that the refugees will not be given rights, including land ownership, enjoyed by the Scheduled Tribes in Arunachal Pradesh, an official said.



However, they may be given Inner Line permits required for non-local people in Arunachal Pradesh to travel and work. “We are trying to find a middle ground so that the Supreme Court order is honoured, the local people's rights are not infringed and the human rights of the Chakmas and Hajongs are protected,” he said. The Minister said they have to file a reply on the issue in Supreme Court soon. Chakmas and Hajongs were originally residents of the Chittagong Hill Tracts in erstwhile East Pakistan who left their homeland when it was submerged by the Kaptai dam project in the 1960s. The Chakmas, who are Buddhists, and Hajongs, who are Hindus, also allegedly faced religious persecution and entered India through the then Lushai Hills district of Assam (now Mizoram).



Workers to get unique number Govt. puts 1,200 Govt. yet to give identity numbers to all EPFO subscribers, say unions Staff reporter Meerut



Every worker in the unorganised and organised sector will get a unique identification number that will make it easier for them to get benefits under different social schemes, the Union Minister for Labour and Employment, Santosh Gangwar, said at a labour seminar in Bareilly on Monday. Mr. Gangwar said the idea of introducing a specific number for more than 40 crore workers of the unorganised sector was part of the labour reforms the NDA government had announced soon after it came to power.



Santosh Gangwar All the prominent labour unions have been invited to Delhi for consultations on labour reforms, he added. Tapan Sen, CPI(M) MP and general secretary of the Centre of Indian Trade Uni-



ons, expressed scepticism about the idea. “The idea of a unique number to workers sounds good on paper but there should be some basis to a proposal like this. The government already has sufficient data about the 4.15 crore subscribers of the Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation. But so far it has been unable to allot unique numbers to all of them. How then does it plan to go about providing unique numbers to the 45 crore workers in the unorganised sector? This does not sound like a sincere proposal,” Mr. Sen told The Hindu. Harbhajan Singh, general



secretary of the Hind Mazdoor Sabha (HMS), described it as “fooling the people”. “How can you even talk about giving identification numbers to workers in the unorganised sector when you don’t even know how many are there in which sector and in which State?” Mr. Singh said. Mr. Gangwar said that his ministry was working towards compressing 44 labour laws into four codes – one each for wages, industrial relations, social security, and one for occupational safety, health, and working conditions.



Plea against NOTA not valid: EC “Petition an abuse of process of law and waste of judicial time of the court’ Legal Correspondent NEW DELHI



The Election Commission has told the Supreme Court that a plea by a Gujarat Congress leader challenging the use of None of the Above (NOTA) option in the Rajya Sabha polls in the State is not maintainable. Seeking dismissal of the plea filed by Congress chief whip in the Gujarat Assembly Shailesh Manubhai Parmar, the EC said that from January 2014, biennial elections to the Rajya Sabha have been held in many States and the NOTA option has been given since then.



“It is submitted at the outset that the present writ petition is not maintainable before this court as the contents of the said writ petition do not disclose the violation of any fundamental right of the petitioner or any other person for that matter,” the EC said in its affidavit. The poll panel also said the petition was an “abuse of the process of law and a waste of precious judicial time of this court.” The top court had on August 3 agreed to examine the constitutional validity of the NOTA provision in the



Rajya Sabha polls saying the issue needed to be debated. Mr. Parmar had filed the plea in the apex court against the use of NOTA option in the Rajya Sabha polls in the State in which the Congress had fielded senior leader Ahmed Patel as a candidate. “From January 2014, biennial elections to Rajya Sabha have been held in 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 covering all states and 25 byelections to Rajya Sabha have also been held. It is pertinent to point out herein that the NOTA option was a part of every Rajya
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Sabha elections held since 2014,” the EC affidavit said.



Constitutional provisions It referred to the constitutional provisions and said that any election to the Rajya Sabha can only be called into question by way of an election petition only. “The provisions of NOTA in the ballot papers for the elections to the council of states has been made by the EC to effectuate this right of electors guaranteed to them under the said section 79(A) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951,” the commission said.



NGOs on notice



‘Validate accounts for foreign funds’ Special Correspondent New Delhi



The Home Ministry has sent notices to over 1,200 NGOs, asking them to validate the designated bank accounts in which they receive foreign contribution, failure of which will invite punitive action, a Ministry circular said. The list includes Sri Ramakrishna Math, Ramakrishna Mission, Indore Cancer Foundation Charitable Trust, Coimbatore Christian Charitable Trust, Delhi School Of Social Work Society, Hindu Anath Ashram and Madani Darut Tarbiyat. In a circular, the Ministry said all NGOs registered under the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) should receive foreign donations in a single designated bank account.



Compliance issue “However, it is seen that a number of such organisations have not validated their foreign contribution designated accounts, causing problems for the banks to comply with the FCRA provisions that they [banks] report to the Central government within 48 hours of such receipt or utilisation of foreign contribution,” the circular read. These associations are required to validate their foreign designated accounts and also the utilisation accounts immediately and



JNU, IIT face bar Press Trust of India New Delhi



Prominent academic institutions such as Jawaharal Nehru University, Delhi University, IIT-Delhi and ICAR, besides the Supreme Court Bar Association, are among several hundred organisations barred by the Centre from receiving foreign funds. The registration of these institutions under the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act has been cancelled by the Home Ministry as they failed to file their annual returns for five consecutive years. DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



send the details, including the bank branch, code, account number, IFSC code and so on through FC 6 form which is available on https:// fcraonline.nic.in, the circular said. “Non-compliance may lead to penal actions as per FCRA 2010,” it said. A few other NGOs named are Rehmat E Alam Hospital Trust Anantanag, Rotary Club of Mumbai Midwest, JK Trust, Bombay, Goonj, Madina Education and Charitable Society, Nagaland Bible College and the Indian Institute for Nature and Environment Study. M ND-NDE
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IN BRIEF



Over 8 km, Japan and India come closer Two Prime Ministers do a roadshow across Ahmedabad, adding a new dimension to the friendship between the nations



Sharad calls JD(U) national council meet NEW DELHI



Rebel Janata Dal(U) leader Sharad Yadav has called his party’s national council meeting here on October 8, escalating his fight against party president and Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar. At a press conference here on Wednesday, he put up a brave face, saying he would prove that the “real” JD(U) was with him. PTI



U.K. seizes Dawood Ibrahim’s properties LONDON



The U.K. has seized properties worth $6.7 billion owned by underworld don Dawood Ibrahim. Ibrahim, 61, has $25 million on offer for his capture, The Mirror has reported. A key accused in the 1993 Mumbai blasts, he is the second richest criminal after Colombian drug lord Pablo Escobar. ANI



Personal touch: Narendra Modi welcomes Shinzo Abe with his characteristic hug at the Ahmedabad airport on Wednesday, and the two leaders go on a roadshow to Sabarmati Ashram. Mahesh Langa AHMEDABAD



Vijay Mallya to attend court today LONDON



Absconding businessman Vijay Mallya will return to court in London on Thursday for a hearing in his ongoing extradition case over economic offences in India. He is out on bail on an extradition warrant executed by Scotland Yard on behalf of Indian authorities in April. PTI



India submits pleas in ICJ in Jadhav case NEW DELHI



India on Wednesday submitted its written pleadings to the International Court of Justice (ICJ), which is hearing the case of Kulbhushan Jadhav, a retired Naval officer sentenced to death by a Pakistan military court allegedly for espionage and subversive activities in Balochistan. PTI



Japan Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on Wednesday kicked off his two-day visit to the home State, Gujarat, of his Indian counterpart, Narendra Modi, by holding a grand 8-km roadshow in an open-roof vehicle from the airport to Sabarmati Ashram. Mr. Modi accompanied Mr. Abe and his wife on the trip. The Prime Minister took the guests on a tour of Mahatma Gandhi’s ashram for nearly 20 minutes, and showed them, among other Gandhi memorabilia, the spinning wheel at Hridaykunj. Mr. Modi presented the couple with a copy of Mahatma Gandhi’s autobiography and a statue of the famous three wise monkeys. As they drove to the



was the iconic Sidi Saiyyed Mosque, a Gujarat Sultanate era monument known for its intricate stone lattice works on its walls.



ashram, the two Prime Ministers and the First Lady waved to the crowds which lined the streets amid heavy security. This was the first time Mr. Modi went on a joint roadshow with the head of a country in his home State, which goes to the polls in two months. Earlier on their arrival at the airport, Mr. Abe and the First Lady were accorded a warm welcome by Mr. Modi and more than 35 Buddhist monks.



Heritage stop For the first time, Mr. Modi too visited the landmark monument, which is often identified with Ahmedabad’s rich and diverse heritage, and pointed out the designs and architecture. Subsequently, Mr. Modi hosted a dinner for the visitors with famed Gujarati thali and Japanese delicacies at Agashiye, a popular Gujarat restaurant in the House of MG, a heritage hotel opposite the mosque. On Thursday, Mr. Modi and Mr. Abe will lay the foundation stone for the ambitious AhmedabadMumbai high-speed train project to be built with



Dance show After the welcome, Mr. Abe was given a Guard of Honour, following which artists performed a folk dance, showcasing the cultural traditions of Gujarat and other States. After a short break at Hotel Hyatt, the next destination for the visiting couple



nearly 80% funding from Japan. Subsequently, they will attend the annual India-Japanese Business Summit at the Mahatma Mandir convention centre in Gandhinagar where over a dozen MoUs will be inked between Japanese firms and the Gujarat government.



High point The External Affairs Ministry said on Monday that the high point of the visit was the joint inauguration of the high-speed rail project and bilateral security dialogue. “The two leaders will review the recent progress in the multifaceted cooperation between India and Japan under the framework of their ‘Special Strategic and Global Partnership’ and will set its future direction,” a press release issued by the Ministry said.



*



AFP/PIB & VIJAY SONEJI



A push for cooperation in S&T and medical research SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT NEW DELHI



In the light of Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s visit to India, the two countries have signed a host of agreements on Wednesday to further cooperation in science and technology, including research into stemcells for making bone-marrow transplants more accessible. The Department of Biotechnology (DBT) already has an India-Japan cooperative programme that has Christian Medical College & Hospital, Vellore, and Kyoto University, Japan, as participants. Though the DBT and Ja-



pan’s National Institute of Advanced Industrial Science and Technology (AIST) have been collaborating in these areas, they renewed the agreement for five more years on Wednesday. “The aim of the programme is to develop infrastructure and expertise for India to be a competitive force in regenerative medicine and induced pluripotent stem cell biology. The focus of the collaboration is on developing treatments for sickle-cell anaemia, Beta thalassemia and brain disorders, and creating a haplobank relevant to Indian populations,” said a



press release. A haplobank refers to a specially maintained collection of embryonic cells that can, in theory, be directed to become any kind of cell and thus progenitor of replacement organs. Japanese scientist Shinya Yamanaka was a co-recipient of the Nobel Prize for medicine for discovering ways to reprogram mature stem cells. “Through this programme, Indian scientists will be part of a global network that shares research into and knowledge of these aspects of stem cell technology,” said K. VijayRaghavan, Secretary, DBT.



When farmers got ₹1 loan waiver Indo-Russian war games in Oct. Details being worked out for �rst bilateral exercise involving the three services



17,262 persons in Uttar Pradesh get a relief of just ₹1,000 or less Special correspondent Lucknow



As many as 17,262 farmers in Uttar Pradesh have received loan waiver certificates for only ₹1,000 or less, though the BJP government had promised a scheme to waive up to ₹1 lakh in agricultural borrowings. As many as 4,814 of those farmers got waivers of loans as low as between ₹1 and ₹100. A total of 6,895 got waivers between ₹100 and ₹500 and another 5,553 between ₹500 and ₹1,000. Under the first phase of its farm loan waiver scheme, the government said it had so far distributed loan



Yogi Adityanath waiver certificates amounting to ₹7,371 crore of more than 11.93 lakh farmers in the State. A statement issued by the government said 41,690



farmers had received loan waiver certificates of ₹1,00010,000, while the largest chunk, 11.28 lakh farmers, had received waiver certificates of more than ₹10,000 each. The government was forced to issue a clarification after criticism that some farmers received loan waiver certificates of inconsequential amounts under the loan waiver scheme. A farmer in Hamirpur’s Maudaha tehsil, Shanti, was shocked to receive a loan waiver certificate of ₹10.37, though she had a debt of more than ₹50,000. Some farmers also re-



portedly received waiver certificates of less than ₹1, provoking the Samajwadi Party to accuse the Yogi Adityanath government of “cheating and humiliating” farmers.



Vague clarification Pressed to explain the low amounts of loan waiver in some certificates, the government issued a vague clarification. It said that apart from the loans, the interest outstanding too had been waived. “Due to this, in some cases the amount reflected is extremely low,” the government said.



Dinakar Peri NEW DELHI



India and Russia have begun discussions to work out the modalities for their first triservice military exercise to be held in October. It will also be India’s first bilateral military exercise with any country involving all three services. “The Indra exercise is scheduled from October 19 to 29. The Final Planning Conference (FPC) will be held from September 12 to 15 in Russia. All logistical issues and modalities will be finalised here,” an Army source told The Hindu. In April, the two countries



decided to upgrade Indra from an individual service exercise into an integrated tri-service. “The aim of the exercise is to carry out joint exercises for suppression of international terrorist activities under the United Nations mandate,” the source added. The Army will send about 350 soldiers from the infantry, artillery and armoured streams.



Heavy equipment While the soldiers will take with them infantry weapons, ammunition, radio sets and related equipment, the issue of taking T-72 tanks and



aim of the < > The exercise is suppression of international terrorist activities other heavy equipment will be decided in the FPC. The Navy is fielding two ships, a stealth frigate, INS Satpura, and an anti-submarine warfare (ASW) corvette, INS Kadmatt, along with two on-board helicopters. The naval component is likely to include an ASW component, the details of which are awaited. The Air Force, which flies a large number of Russian



aircraft, is likely to share fighter jets of the host. Details of contingent and other support elements would be decided in the planning conference.



Finding synergy “This will be an opportunity for India to synergise jointness between its services and see how other countries function jointly,” one defence official said referring to India’s efforts for tri-service integration. The headquarters of the Integrated Defence Staff under the Defence Ministry is leading the exercises from the Indian side.



CBI to question Karti today on Maxis deal ED also pursuing money trail in the case Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



The Central Bureau of Investigation has summoned Karti Chidambaram, son of former Finance Minister P. Chidambaram, for examination in connection with the Aircel-Maxis deal case. Mr. Karti has been asked to appear before the investigating team on Thursday. The latest summons comes days after he was questioned by the CBI in connection with another case registered against INX Media and others. Mr. Karti, through his lawyer, has asked the CBI to withdraw its summons stating that he has nothing more to add to the statement he had given to the agency on November 19, 2014. He said the special court had discharged all the accused in the case, that the proceedings had been terminated and therefore, the CBI had no jurisdiction to issue the summons. The investigation in the CM YK



Karti Chidambaram



Aircel-Maxis case, an official said, includes a company named Chess Global Advisory Services, which allegedly had three inward financial transactions worth $1.97 lakh with the Malaysia-based Maxis Group between 2007 and 2011.



Chargesheet filed The Enforcement Directorate is also pursuing the money trail. The agencies say the company received $1.04 lakh from the Maxis Group from 2007 to 2009 and the rest in two tranches till 2011. About a year ago, the



ED had sought answers from Mr. Karti, who was allegedly associated with the company, in connection with the purported transactions. For its part, the CBI had earlier filed a chargesheet in the case stating that it was also investigating the legality of the approval given by the Foreign Investment Promotion Board for foreign direct investments of over ₹3,000 crore by Maxis in Aircel in March 2006. At the time, Mr. Chidambaram was the Finance Minister. Responding to the CBI’s move, Mr. Chidambaram said the FIPB had sought the approval of the Finance Minister in the matter in accordance with the rules and that the case was submitted through the Additional Secretary and Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs. “Both of them recommended the case for approval. Approval was granted by me, as Finance Minister, in the normal course,” he had said.



https://t.me/yk_info M ND-NDE
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ELSEWHERE



Suu Kyi not to attend key UN meet Ensuring stability her priority, says spokesperson; she’ll address the nation next week on Rohingya issue



Calls UN sanctions ‘su�ocating’



Reuters Yangon



Indian-American chosen for key position WASHINGTON



Indian-American Raj Shah, 32, has been appointed to a key position by U.S. President Donald Trump in his communications team, the White House has said. “Raj Shah will serve as Deputy Assistant to the President and Principal Deputy Press Secretary,” the White House said in a statement on Tuesday. PTI



Shooting scare at Washington school ROCKFORD



Fire o�cials in Washington State said some people were injured after a shooting at a high school which led to a temporary lockdown. Brian Schae�er of the Spokane Fire Department says the threat “has been eliminated” at Freeman High School in Rockford, south of Spokane, in Washington State. AP



3 killed in bombing near Afghan cricket stadium Kabul A suicide bomber blew himself up at a checkpoint near the main cricket stadium in Kabul on Wednesday, killing at least three people as a tournament was under way, o�cials said. Interior Ministry spokesman Najib Danesh said two police and one civilian were killed and �ve people wounded. Reuters



6 dead at Florida nursing home without power MIAMI



Six residents of a Florida retirement home which has been without power since Hurricane Irma have died and more than 100 have been evacuated, o�cials said on Wednesday. “It’s a sad event,” said Tomas Sanchez, the police chief in Hollywood, where it is located. AFP



Myanmar’s national leader Aung San Suu Kyi, facing outrage over violence that has forced about 4,00,000 Rohingya Muslims to flee to Bangladesh, cancelled a trip to the upcoming UN General Assembly because of the crisis, her office said on Wednesday. The exodus of refugees, sparked by the security forces’ fierce response to a series of Rohingya militant attacks, is the most pressing problem Ms. Suu Kyi has faced since becoming leader last year. Critics have called for her to be stripped of her Nobel peace prize for failing to do more to halt the strife which the UN rights agency said was a “textbook example of ethnic cleansing”.



Refugee inflow declines Aid agencies will have to step up operations “massively” in response to the refugee flow to Bangladesh, a senior UN official said, adding that the $77 million the United Nations had appealed for last week would not be enough. But a Bangladeshi border force officer said the number of people crossing into his area had fallen sharply, apparently because everyone had left the districts worst hit by violence. Ms. Suu Kyi, in her first address to the UN General Assembly as leader in September last year, defended her government’s efforts to resolve the crisis over treatment of the Muslim minority. This year, she cancelled her trip to New York because of the security threats posed by the insurgents and the need to restore stability, Zaw Htay, spokesman for Ms. Suu Kyi’s office, told a media briefing. “She is concentrating on establishing stability,” the



N. Korea vows to ‘increase its strength’ Reuters Seoul/Washington



North Korea remained defiant over new UN sanctions imposed for its latest nuclear test, vowing on Wednesday to redouble efforts to fight off what it said was the threat of a U.S. invasion. U.S. President Donald Trump said Monday’s sanctions, unanimously agreed on Monday by the 15-member UN Security Council, were just a small step towards what is ultimately needed to rein in Pyongyang over its weapons programmes. Moments of joy: Rohingya refugee children ,from left, in Klang, Malaysia; Kathmandu, Nepal; and New Delhi. spokesman said, adding that preventing any spread of communal violence was a priority and Ms. Suu Kyi would address the nation on reconciliation and peace next Tuesday. International pressure has been growing on Buddhistmajority Myanmar to end the violence in the western State of Rakhine that began on Aug. 25 when Rohingya militants attacked 30 police posts and an army camp. The raids triggered a sweeping military counteroffensive against the insurgents, whom the government labels terrorists. Refugees say the offensive is aimed at pushing Rohingya out of Myanmar. Numerous Rohingya villages in the north of Rakhine State have been torched but authorities have denied that security forces or Buddhist civilians have been setting the fires. Instead, they blame the insurgents. In the latest violence reported by the government, the insurgents attacked and burned three police posts in the north of Rakhine on Tuesday. There were no reports of casualties. The Donald Trump ad-



ministration has called for protection of civilians, and Bangladesh says all the refugees will have to go home and has called for safe zones in Myanmar. Zaw Htay said safe zones were not acceptable. China, which competes with the United States for influence in Asia, said on Tuesday it backed Myanmar’s efforts to safeguard “development and stability”. Myanmar’s military, which ruled for almost 50 years until it began a transition to democracy in 2011,



‘Sri Lanka should ensure Nasheed’s safety’



retains significant political powers and has full control of security. Nevertheless, critics say Ms. Suu Kyi could speak out against the violence and demand respect for the rule of law. But anti-Rohingya sentiment is common in Myanmar, where Buddhist nationalism has surged since the end of military rule. Ms. Suu Kyi, whom the military blocked from becoming President and who says Myanmar is at the beginning of the road to democracy, could risk being denounced as unpatriotic if she were seen to be criticising a military operation that enjoys widespread support. A mob in central Myanmar threw stones at Muslim shops on Sunday but there have been no serious outbreaks elsewhere.



Al Qaeda’s threat Zaw Htay said the government had information about plots to launch attacks, although he did not elaborate, except to say security was being tightened in cities. Those fears will be compounded by an al Qaeda call to arms in support of the Ro-



*



AP



hingya. “The savage treatment meted out to our Muslim brothers... shall not pass without punishment,” al Qaeda said in a statement, the SITE monitoring group said. Later on Wednesday, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres called on authorities in Myanmar to end violence against the Rohingya Muslims and acknowledged the situation there is best described as ethnic cleansing. The humanitarian situation in Myanmar was “catastrophic”, Mr. Guterres said, and called on all countries to do what they could to supply aid. “I call on the Myanmar authorities to suspend military action, end the violence, uphold the rule of law and recognise the right of return of all those who had to leave the country,” Mr. Guterres said at a news conference. Asked if the situation could be described as ethnic cleansing, Mr. Guterres replied: “Well I would answer your question with another question: When onethird of the Rohingya population had to flee the country, could you find a better word to describe it?”



Legitimate right The North’s Foreign Ministry said the resolutions were an infringement on its legitimate right to self defence and aimed at “completely suffocating its state and people through fullscale economic blockade”.



Britain will regret Brexit, says EC head Juncker EU will move forward, he asserts Agence France-Presse Strasbourg



European Commission president Jean-Claude Juncker, in a flagship speech on Wednesday, declared the “wind is back in Europe’s sails” after last year’s shock Brexit vote, an act he insisted Britain would regret. In his annual State of the Union address, Mr. Juncker said the troubled bloc had become more united in the past 12 months and economic growth was picking up. The EU should seize the momentum to deepen integration and sign new trade deals around the world, Mr.
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After the hurricane



Amal’s message comes in the wake of a recent threat made by a Maldivian envoy Meera Srinivasan Colombo



Human rights lawyer Amal Clooney has urged Sri Lankan authorities to ensure the safety of her client and former President of the Maldives Mohammed Nasheed. Her message comes in the wake of recent remarks made by Mohamed Hussain Shareef, Male’s Ambassadordesignate to Colombo, that he would have Mr. Nasheed arrested if the latter set foot in Sri Lanka.



Safety in peril: Amal Clooney and former Maldives President Mohamed Nasheed in London in January 2016. AP



Envoy’s interview In a recent interview to a local television channel in Male, Mr. Shareef reportedly said: “If a Maldivian authority requests me to detain and return Mohamed Nasheed back to Maldives, I will. It’s very simple. They have to say this is an individual who we are seeking. I’ll even go out to the street myself and do it… if our authorities inform me, request it of me, our embassy will enforce it.” Responding to his com-



ment, Ms. Clooney said that any attempt by a Maldivian diplomat to detain Mr. Nasheed in Sri Lanka would constitute a violation of international law as well as Sri Lankan criminal law. “President Nasheed should not be returned to the Maldives to serve a sentence that resulted from a sham trial, and it is incumbent on the Sri Lankan authorities to ensure that his rights are respected while he is in their country,” said Ms. Clooney, according



*



Judges uphold Trump’s refugee ban Apex court blocks lower court ruling



to a statement issued by Mr. Nasheed’s office. Sri Lankan authorities have not responded to the development so far. Pointing to the arrest and deportation of a Maldivian blogger in Sri Lanka in 2015, Mr. Nasheed’s Maldivian Democratic Party said the Mr. Shareef ’s remarks could not be taken lightly. Mr. Nasheed, 50, was the Maldives’s first democratically elected head of state and served four years as Presid-



ent. He was convicted in 2015 on terrorism charges following a trial that many, including the UN Group on Arbitrary Detention, criticised. In 2016, he flew to London on prison leave for medical treatment and was granted asylum soon after. Since then, he has been travelling frequently to Sri Lanka. In August 2016, he secretly flew from London to Colombo to firm up plans with fellow dissidents to unseat President Abdulla Yameen, but their attempt failed. The Maldivian government has come under sharp focus over the last year, with sections accusing the Yameen administration of turning increasingly authoritarian, a charge his government denies. In July this year, UN Secretary-General António Guterres urged the Maldives Government to refrain from acts of harassment, intimidation against parliamentarians, civil society and the media.



Washington



The Supreme Court allowed the Trump administration to maintain its restrictive policy on refugees. The justices on Tuesday agreed to an administration request to block a lower court ruling that would have eased the refugee ban and allowed up to 24,000 refugees to enter the country before the end of October. The order was not the court’s last word on the travel policy that President Donald Trump first rolled out in January. The justices are scheduled to hear arguments on Oct. 10 on the legality of the bans on travellers from six mostly Muslim countries and refugees anywhere in the world. It’s unclear, though, what CM YK



will be left for the court to decide. The 90-day travel ban lapses in late September and the 120-day refugee ban will expire a month later. White House spokeswoman Sarah Huckabee Sanders said on Tuesday night: “We are pleased that the Supreme Court has allowed key components of the order to remain in effect. We will continue to vigorously defend the order leading up to next month’s oral argument in the Supreme Court.” Lower courts have ruled that the bans violate the Constitution and federal immigration law. The high court has agreed to review those rulings. Its intervention so far has been to evaluate what parts of the policy can take effect in the meantime.



Slow recovery: A Cuban locality in Havana trying to return to normalcy after the passage of Hurricane Irma. The hurricane, later downgraded to a tropical storm as it hit Florida, has killed at least 60, including 10 in Cuba. AFP *



After helping Assad capture the city, Moscow is o�ering help on infrastructure and law and order Agence France-Presse



Kadyrov’s assistance A fund named after Mr. Kadyrov’s father Akhmat has already transferred the estimated $14 million needed to fund the mosque’s restorations. If it is not enough, “they will transfer more”, Mr.



In war and peace: Two Russian military police o�cers guard the Umayyad mosque, Syria, the oldest in Aleppo. AP *



Akkam told journalists on a tightly controlled tour of Aleppo organised by Russia’s military. Syria’s second city was battered by four years of fighting between rebels in the east and government forces in the west, until an evacuation deal at the end of



Pak. court hears Sharif’s appeal Karachi



Russia comes forward to rebuild Aleppo Flicking through before-andafter photos of Aleppo’s Umayyad mosque on his phone, the city’s mufti Mahmoud Akkam said he initially wanted the celebrated landmark to be restored by fellow Syrians. But when Ramzan Kadyrov, the strongman chief of Russia’s Chechnya region, offered to repair the damage that the ancient mosque sustained in ferocious clashes four years ago, Mr. Akkam felt he could not say no.



Juncker told the European Parliament. Defying eurosceptics, the former Luxembourg Premier called for more states to join the euro and the passportfree Schengen area and proposed a single EU President and Finance Minister. Mr. Juncker did not utter the word “Brexit” until the very end of his 80-minute speech, saying that “we will regret it, but you will regret it too”, earning jeers from British eurosceptics in the chamber. “We will move forward — because Brexit is not everything, because Brexit is not the future of Europe,” the veteran politician added.



Mubashir Zaidi



Aleppo



Associated Press



“The DPRK will redouble the efforts to increase its strength to safeguard the country’s sovereignty and right to existence and to preserve peace and security of the region by establishing the practical equilibrium with the U.S.,” it said in a statement carried by the official KCNA news agency. The statement echoed comments on Tuesday by the North’s Ambassador to the UN in Geneva, Han Tae Song, who said Pyongyang was “ready to use a form of ultimate means”. The North’s Rodong Sinmun also accused South Korea of being Washington’s “puppet” on Wednesday, criticising Seoul’s agreement with the United States to amend an existing bilateral guideline that will now allow the South to use unlimited warhead payloads on its missiles.



2016 brought it under regime control. In September 2015, Moscow began carrying out air strikes that have allowed Syrian troops to retake swathes of territory — including Aleppo. Now that it is back under government control, Russia appears keen to help



https://t.me/yk_info



rebuild it. Analysts say Syria’s financial institutions are not in a position to fund reconstruction and nations that have called for Mr. Assad’s ouster are unlikely to help. Allies like Russia and Iran have stepped in to fill the void. Syria signed a memorandum of understanding on Tuesday with Tehran for the provision of five gas units to help generate electricity and restore power to Aleppo. And on Wednesday, Moscow said it will send some 4,000 tonnes of building materials and construction equipment to Syria to help “rebuild vital infrastructure for settlements freed from terrorists”. The delivery — including 2,000 tonnes of metal water pipes and hundreds of kilometres of high-voltage cables — was being transported by



train to a port in southern Russia for onward shipment to Syria. Asked whether the West was helping rebuild Aleppo, Deputy Governor Faris Faris said Europe “only gave us militants to kill Syrian people”. Russian forces were providing security for aid convoys and helping transport families displaced from Aleppo’s outskirts back into their battered home towns, said deputy provincial governor Hamid Kino. Around 3,500 people were bussed back in the past month-and-a-half to towns recaptured by Syrian troops, said General Igor Yemelyanov, who heads the Russian Center for Reconciliation in Syria. And within the city, Moscow has dispatched its military police to prevent looting and maintain order.



Pakistan’s Supreme Court on Wednesday began hearing appeal of ousted Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif against his disqualification in July. Mr. Sharif ’s lawyer Khawaja Haris, in his preliminary arguments, said that the court had disqualified Mr. Sharif on the flimsy ground of not disclosing information on an unclaimed salary from Dubai-based company FZE Capital, which was owned by his son. However, the five-member bench of the court, headed by Justice Asif Saeed Khosa, observed that Mr. Sharif was the chairman of the board of directors of the company. Two judges of the fivemember bench which disqualified Mr. Sharif had made their decision after he failed to submit a paper trail of his assets in court. The other three judges had ordered a Joint Investigation Team ( JIT) to probe the matter. After examining the JIT report, the court had delivered a unanimous 5-0 judgment on July 28, declaring that Mr. Sharif was not being truthful and honest. The court had also ordered registration of corruption cases against Mr. Sharif and his family members.



Summons to Sharifs Meanwhile. an accountability court in Islamabad issued summons to Mr. Sharif and his sons, Hussain and Hassan, to appear before the court on September 19 in relation to the corruption cases filed against them by National Accountability Bureau. The Sharifs have thrice refused to appear before the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) for interrogation, citing their pending appeal in the Supreme Court against Mr. Sharif ’s disqualification. However, if they ignore the summons issued on Wednesday, they face arrest. M ND-NDE
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market watch 13-09-2017



% CHANGE



Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 32,186 ddddddddddddddd0.09 US Dollar ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 64 ddddddddddddddd0.06 Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 30,350 ddddddddddddd -1.62 Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 54.92 ddddddddddddddd1.40



BPCL eyes GAIL, Oil India for merger State-owned company’s ambition is to �gure among top-25 global energy �rms, says chairman Piyush Pandey



NIFTY 50



MUMBAI PRICE CHANGE



ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1843.75. . . . . . . . -7.50 Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 390.00. . . . . . . . . 0.95 Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 285.75. . . . . . . . -3.05 Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1254.95. . . . . . . . -1.40 Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 760.00. . . . . . . . . 1.55 Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 499.30. . . . . . . . . 2.80 Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2934.95. . . . . . . . -0.80 Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 143.80. . . . . . . . . 1.95 Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 401.65. . . . . . . . -3.55 Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22012.40. . . . . . -97.90 BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500.20. . . . . . -33.65 Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 554.40. . . . . . . . -6.10 Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 256.35. . . . . . . . -1.20 Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2217.35. . . . . . . 51.60 Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 32226.40. . . -435.45 GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 408.00. . . . . . . . -1.60 HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 871.30. . . . . . . . . 7.25 HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1778.10. . . . . . -20.00 HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1841.85. . . . . . . . . 6.65 Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3893.55. . . . . . -25.35 Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 248.00. . . . . . . . -2.95 Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1250.95. . . . . . . . . 1.15 Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1268.85. . . . . . -22.50 ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 292.00. . . . . . . . . 0.80 IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1744.75. . . . . . . . . 2.85 Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 370.65. . . . . . . . . 0.55 Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 883.75. . . . . . . . -0.30 Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 415.95. . . . . . -18.95 ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 271.50. . . . . . . . -6.15 Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1020.15. . . . . . . . -1.60 L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1223.35. . . . . . . . -6.90 Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 992.40. . . . . . . 10.55 M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1307.35. . . . . . . . . 6.60 Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 8122.60. . . . . . -31.90 NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 168.95. . . . . . . . -1.40 ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 161.05. . . . . . . . -1.25 PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 213.75. . . . . . . . -1.55 Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 849.00. . . . . . . 25.25 State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 273.40. . . . . . . . -0.05 Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 503.35. . . . . . . 19.95 Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 389.65. . . . . . . . . 1.40 Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 220.10. . . . . . . . -2.00 Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84.80. . . . . . . . . 3.80 Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 679.65. . . . . . . . -3.25 TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2489.20. . . . . . . . . 0.75 Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 440.80. . . . . . . . -0.60 UltraTech Cement . .. . . . 4184.85. . . . . . -35.40 Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 327.10. . . . . . . . -3.60 Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 295.90. . . . . . . . -2.20 YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1839.00. . . . . . -11.75 Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 532.70. . . . . . . . . 0.25



EXCHANGE RATES Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4 p.m. on September 13 CURRENCY



TT BUY



TT SELL



US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 63.80. . . . . . . 64.12 Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 76.44. . . . . . . 76.82 British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 84.68. . . . . . . 85.11 Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 57.95. . . . . . . 58.24 Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.76. . . . . . . . . 9.82 Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 66.45. . . . . . . 66.79 Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 47.40. . . . . . . 47.64 Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . .. . 52.51. . . . . . . 52.77 Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 15.21. . . . . . . 15.30 Source:Indian Bank



BULLION RATES



CHENNAI



September 13 rates in rupees with previous rates in parentheses Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 44.20. . . . . (43.90) 22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,869. . . . . (2,857)



Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL), India’s second largest state-owned oil marketer is mulling a merger with GAIL (India), India’s largest gas distributor, and Oil India, the country’s second largest explorer, to create an integrated energy giant after the Centre approved the merger of rival Hindustan Petroleum Corp. Ltd. (HPCL) with ONGC. BPCL, which got Maharatna status on Tuesday, has written to the petroleum ministry about its ambitious plan and is waiting to hear back from the government.



Global ambition Confirming the development, BPCL Chairman D. Rajkumar said, “BPCL has also got aspirations and ambitions to get into some kind of



Awaiting nod: BPCL has written to the petroleum ministry about its ambitious plan and is waiting to hear back. integration. This integration will be planned in such a manner that will fulfil our ambition to be among the top 25 energy companies in the world. There are a number of options being evaluated but it’s very difficult for me to share with you as it



needs to be approved by the government as we are going to buy the stakes from the government.” Finance Minister Arun Jaitley had set the ball rolling on the merger of state owned oil firms in his 2017 budget speech when he seplt



out the government’s intent to create integrated public sector ‘oil majors’ to match the performance of global oil firms and domestic private sector firms. “GAIL India and Oil India are there on the radar,” Mr. Rajkumar said, when asked about the companies BPCL was looking to merge with. “We have submitted our proposal to the government but it’s going to take some time as we have to see how the ONGC and HPCL integration goes and ours will be after that.”



Petrochem plans BPCL plans to invest ₹1.08 lakh crore over the next five years, of which ₹45,000 is aimed at investments in petrochemicals alone to get better margins. BPCL posted revenue of ₹2.42 lakh crore and a profit



of ₹8,000 crore in FY17. GAIL (India) had revenue of ₹48,883 crore and profit of ₹3,503 crore, while Oil India had revenue of ₹9,510 crore and profit of ₹1,548 crore in the last financial year. Based on these figures, a combined entity would potentially have revenue of about ₹3 lakh crore with profits in the vicinity of ₹13,000 crore. While BPCL’s market capitalisation was ₹1,08,538 crore, GAIL and Oil India had market capitalisation of ₹34,456 crore and ₹24,483 crore respectively. BPCL shares slid 6% to close at ₹500.35 on the BSE on Wednesday. ONGC — with revenue of ₹77,908 crore and profit of ₹17,890 crore in the last financial year — would, post its merger with HPCL, end up as an entity with revenue of about ₹2.9 lakh crore.



RBI is not comfortable with bitcoins, says Sen Calls them ‘private’ cryptocurrencíes Press Trust of India Mumbai



The Reserve Bank is uncomfortable with “non-fiat” cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin, the central bank’s executive director Sudarshan Sen said on Wednesday. “As regards non-fiat cryptocurrencies, I think we are not comfortable,” Mr. Sen said, addressing the India Fintech Day conference here. Elaborating on what a non-fiat cryptocurrency is, Sen said, “Bitcoins for example. That’s a private cryptocurrency.” The fiat cryptocurrency was a digital currency which would be issued by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in place of the physical one at present, he said, adding that the central bank was studying this aspect at present.



“Right now, we have a group of people who are looking at fiat cryptocurrencies. Something that is an alternative to the Indian rupee, so to speak. We are looking at that closely,” Mr. Sen said. The RBI has been repeatedly cautioning everyone about the usage of cryptocurrencies, flagging a slew of concerns. It had stated that Bitoins posed potential risks.



Recent spurt According to some media reports, there has been a growing number of investors in such currencies over the last few years, especially with the huge spurt in the value of a few of them since the Trump administration came in the U.S.



TRAI chief calls for zero cost for digital transactions



India needs data safety reforms: UN



Ericsson �les insolvency cases in NCLT against RCom, units



‘It is essential for sustained growth of such transactions’



Press Trust of India



Seeks to recover ₹1,155 crore of dues for services provided



New Delhi



these technology firms; they have policy called data privacy policy. One would think this policy is given to me (user) to say that how will I (the company) protect the privacy of your data. It is not that. It is a policy that says how a company can use/misuse or share users’ data.”



Yuthika Bhargava NEW DELHI



While calling for eliminating costs associated with digital payments for a sustained growth of such transactions, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) Chairman R.S. Sharma emphasised on the need for a speedy solution to issues of data ownership and privacy. “If we want to have a sustainable digital transactions system, we must ensure that MDR or merchant discount rate is zero, especially for small value transactions because that is where the tipping point will come,” Mr. Sharma said. Mr. Sharma said we are moving to a data world and



R .S. Sharma



data has become extremely important. Data has two important properties — it is sharable without diminishing and is boundary-less in nature. This raises a very serious issue of who owns data or data ownership, he said. “That is important…If you look at agreements of all



Data privacy “Then there is data privacy. Once the data goes out, what can be done with that data… People are concerned about Aadhaar. People should be concerned about other things, for example, mobile is 100 times more dangerous than Aadhaar. Aadhaar does not emit your data, it’s just a number,” he said.



India needs regulatory reforms to protect people against fraud and misuse of data by unscrupulous elements, United Nations’ Resident Coordinator in India Yuri Afanasiev said. Current protocols for encrypted data transfer, from money to medical records, to be shared between many companies, people and institutions have raised questions on how this data will be stored and accessed, he said at a conclave. “Recent breaches heighten these fears. These concerns warrant regulatory reforms that protect against fraud and misuse, especially for those with low digital literacy,” he said.



trieve its dues from the debtladen Reliance Communications and its subsidiaries.



Special Correspondent MUMBAI



Ericsson India Private Limited (Ericsson) has filed an insolvency case against Reliance Communications Ltd. in the Mumbai bench of the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) to recover dues totalling ₹1,155 crore. Confirming the development, an Ericsson spokesperson said in an emailed reply to a query from The Hindu, “Ericsson can confirm that the company has filed an insolvency petition against Reliance Communications in the National Company Law Tribunal in India. Ericsson has done this as a last resort in order to resolve an issue regarding debt that Reliance owes to Ericsson



Reliance Communications says that it intends to challenge the petitions.



for services provided under a contract. As the legal process is ongoing, we don’t have any further comments at this point.” Ericsson, an unsecured operational creditor, has been trying to re-



Similar petitions “Ericsson has filed petition under IBC provisions against the company for recovery of an amount of ₹491.41 crore. Ericsson has also filed similar petitions against Reliance Infratel Limited and Reliance Telecom Limited, subsidiaries of the company, for recovery of an amount of ₹534.75 crore and ₹129.34 crore respectively,” RCom said in a statement. The Anil Ambani-led telecom company added that it intends to challenge the petitions. The NCLT, after hearing the parties, adjourned the matter to September 26.
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IN BRIEF



Google updates Translate app to break language barrier O�ine, instant visual translation among features targeted at regional users Peerzada Abrar BENGALURU



GST cess: Toyota raises prices of various models CHENNAI



Toyota Kirloskar Motor increased the prices of its cars and sports utility vehicles after Goods and Services Tax cess was increased in the range of 2% to 7%. N. Raja, director and senior vice-president, marketing and sales, Toyota Kirloskar Motor said: “The price increase in New Delhi for Innova Crysta will be up to ₹78,000, Fortuner ₹1.60 lakh, Corolla Altis ₹72,000 and Platinum Etios ₹13,000.”



NIIT to enter �nancial services, insurance CHENNAI



NIIT Ltd. plans to expand its product portfolio by entering new sectors such as �nancial services and insurance, said a top o�cial. “IT and ITenabled services are going to be strong growth drivers not only for NIIT, but for the country. If the industry, does not transform itself, it will die,” said Sapnesh Lalla, chief executive o�cer. “Insurance is has been an underpenetrated sector for the last few years. Now it is opening up,” said Mr. Lalla.



Yatri app to help aggregate regular taxis KOLKATA



City-based start-ups — Tech133t Infosystems Pvt. Ltd. and Distronix— have developed an app for enabling traditional taxis to be aggregated on a platform. “Yatrik” will bring the public taxis within the purview of app-based cab services.The Bengal Chamber of Commerce and Industry expects this to give a �llip to the 30,000 traditional taxis here who faced competition from from app-based taxi services like Uber and Ola.



Google on Wednesday unveiled several updates to its Translate App in an effort to bring down language barriers. It said users in Tamil, Kannada, Telugu, Urdu, Bengali, Gujarati and Marathi can experience offline translations and instant visual translation in their preferred language. “The biggest application is that we are breaking language barriers,” said Barak Turovsky, Head of Product and Design, Google Translate and Machine Intelligence, Google, during a webcast with reporters. Google Translate has also added support for conversation mode in regional languages including Tamil and Bengali. This feature lets users have a bilingual conversation with someone, simply by talking



Word power: The app has added support for conversation mode in regional languages, including Tamil and Bengali. to the Google Translate app. India is among the top four countries globally using Google Translate which translates over 140 billion words every day. “India is one of the most interesting and unique places,” said Mr.Turovsky. He said that more than 400 million people in India used the Internet. But the vast majority of India’s online content is in English,



OpenTap aims to lend ₹100 cr. by Dec. 2018 Eyes customer acquisition to scale up



Several American firms are looking to invest in Uttar Pradesh (U.P.) and Bihar in sectors, including healthcare and food processing, according to Mukesh Aghi, president, US-India Strategic Partnership Forum (USISPF). Meetings will be held soon in this regard between senior officials of the U.P. and Bihar governments, the Indian government’s investment promotion and facilitation arm ‘Invest India’, the concerned U.S. companies and the USISPF. Mr. Aghi told The Hindu that talks are on with the U.P. government where, on the basis of the Public Private Partnership (PPP) model, the U.S. companies will help set up (kidney) dia-



Price band �xed between ₹685 and ₹700 a share SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT Mumbai



SBI Life Insurance — a joint venture between State Bank of India and BNP Paribas Cardif — will hit the capital markets with an initial public offering on September 20 to raise about ₹8,400 crore. This could be the largest IPO in seven years since Coal India’s ₹10,000 offering in October 2010. SBI Life will list on the exchanges on October 3.



Market entry: SBI chairperson Arundhati Bhattacharya and Arijit Basu, MD & CEO, SBI Life, on Wednesday. PAUL NORONHA



Price band The price band has been fixed between ₹685 and ₹700 per share. The issue closes on September 22. Some of the lead managers are JM Financial, Axis Capital, Citigroup Global Markets and ICICI Securities. SBI, which holds 70.1% stake in the company, will sell 8% while BNP will offload 4%. BNP has 26% stake in the company now. SBI



sold 3.9% stake in the company to private equity investors in December 2016 for ₹1,800 crore. “Yes, we have taken 23 years to come back to the market again,” said Arundhati Bhattacharya, chairman, SBI, while announcing the IPO. “But I can assure you it won’t take that long for the next of our offspring to come to the market,” she said.“The capital raised will



Night vision start-up Tonbo bags $17 million in Series B Largest private investment in Indian defence, says �rm



N. Anand



OpenTap, a fintech firm that enables peer-to-peer lending for middle and low income borrowers, aims to facilitate ₹100 crore in short term loans by the end of 2018. “The journey started some 24 months ago and in the trial period leading up to December 2016, we lent ₹30 lakh,” said CEO Senthil Natarajan. “Our goal is to scale up our business to touch ₹100 crore by December 2018.” As on date, it has provided credit worth ₹3 crore to 1,200 borrowers.



BENGALURU



lysis centres in government hospitals to provide worldclass dialysis at local prices. “The returns will be from the volume,” Mr. Aghi said. “Higher volume will help recover the money spent (by the companies). It could be three years or five years. We are trying to educate the U.S. companies that they shouldn’t go for high price points, but instead focus on low price points,” he said.



Agriculture sector In agriculture/food processing, the U.S. companies will bring in supply chain management to avoid wastage, as well as their expertise in packaging and water preservation, he said. On the India-U.S. defence ties, Mr. Aghi said the aim was to replicate the “pharmaceutical model” — where



*



Senthil Natarajan Asked about the firm’s goal, he said: “We can easily achieve it mainly through customer acquisition. It is about ₹8 crore per month. “We might miss the number, but still we will be on the right track.”



Indian generic firms, with their affordable drugs and with a sizeable market share in the U.S., are helping in savings of billions of dollars to the U.S. Government. “We are looking into whether we can emulate that model on the defence side. India has the brain power and skills. If the same equipment can be made in India at much lower costs, it can bring savings to the U.S. defence budget. So, we are working with a lot of companies on the defence side to bring in more transfer of technology,” he said. He added that there would be talks soon in this regard with Indian defence ministry officials. On the U.S. interest in India’s infrastructure sector, Mr. Aghi said U.S. pension funds were keen to explore investment opportunities.



Tonbo Imaging, a start-up that makes advanced night vision systems, said that it had secured $17 million in Series B financing round led by U.S.-based venture capital firm WRV Capital. Qualcomm Ventures, an investment arm of chipmaker Qualcomm, Edelweiss Private Equity and existing investor Artiman Ventures, also participated in this round. Tonbo said that it would use the capital to scale its growth and dominance as a premier designer and manufacturer of ad-



The firm had sold its night vision imaging systems to Indian and international customers. Tonbo said this Series B round is the largest private venture investment in the Indian defence industry.



Arvind Lakshmikumar



vanced night vision imaging systems for defence, surveillance, and transportation safety markets. “Our goal is to democratise night vision imaging technology,” said Arvind Lakshmikumar, chief executive of Tonbo Imaging.



Innovative approach Nicholas Brathwaite, managing director of WRV, said that Tonbo’s innovative approach to combining worldclass optics designs, computer vision, machine learning and multi-sensor fusion technologies, can provide significant differentiation for customers.



go back to the promoters,” she added. Arijit Basu, managing director and chief executive officer, SBI Life said, this was pure divestment and at this moment, the company had adequate capital which was sufficient for the next three years. “The capital requirement is adequate and we will not require any more funds for the next three years. This is pure divestment,” Mr. Basu said.



Start-up Hetrogenous gets funds to expand Chennai Angels leads investment K.T. JAGANNATHAN



Special Correspondent



Healthcare, food processing sectors attract investor interest New Delhi



Word Lens The Translate app already lets the user use camera mode to snap a photo of



CHENNAI



U.S. �rms eye U.P., Bihar ARUN S



which only 20% of the country’s population speaks. “Even the local content is in English,” said Mr. Turovsky. He was of the view that most Indians found it difficult to find services and content in their language.



English text and get a translation for it in these languages. Now, with Word Lens feature, Google has taken it to the next level, letting users instantly translate text using their camera. The company said now it was way easier for speakers of local Indian languages to understand English street signs in the city or decide what to order from a restaurant menu. Word Lens is powered by machine learning, using computer vision to distinguish between letters on an image. The company said with Google Translate, users can easily turn their phone into a powerful translation tool, whether for studies, business, travel or work. Offline support enables Indian language users to translate a word or sentence even when they are not connected to the Internet.



SBI Life IPO to raise ₹8,400 cr; share sale to open on Sept. 20



CHENNAI



Hetrogenous Communication Technologies Private Limited, which is operating in the fast-growing IoT (Internet of Things) space, has raised growth funds from a clutch of investors led by The Chennai Angels (TCA). Keiretsu Forum and individual investors have joined TCA to infuse ₹5 crore into Hetrogenous. According to Anush Gopalan, founder-chairman, Hetrogenous will use the funds to scale up operations and expand geographical reach within and outside the country.



Mr. Gopalan said the company was now transiting from R&D to product stage. He claimed the products designed and developed by the company enabled transmission of sensor data across multiple devices. These products would be manufacturedon a contract basis, he said. Typically, its products are positioned to help telecom operators and service providers to leverage the power of the “Always On” mobile Internet. With a workforce of about 40 now, the company is looking to increase the headcount to about 200 in the next 12 to 18 months.



Vodafone’s pack to woo globetrotters Special Correspondent BENGALURU



Vodafone India on Wednesday unveiled an international roaming pack at prices ranging from ₹5,000 for 28 days to ₹500 for every 24 hours of ‘unlimited’ usage. Global travellers can activate a pack and use their number overseas from the U.K. and other travel destinations of Europe, according to a statement. Prepaid and post-paid subscribers can use unlimited voice calling and data in the U.S., U.A.E., Singapore and Malaysia with the same pack. The pack also allows customers to use their phones across 42 other countries, including Japan, Qatar, Sweden, Denmark, Norway and Egypt.



Corporate debt, a drag on economy ‘More than a �fth of large �rms did not earn enough to pay interest on loans’ costs, Credit Suisse data shows, below the 1% threshhold typically seen as a bare minimum.



Reuters MUMBAI



India’s cash crunch and confusion over the introduction of a national sales tax were initially blamed for pulling economic growth down to its weakest pace in more than three years. But that is masking a more debilitating factor affecting the economy — corporate debt. Thomson Reuters data, based on the latest annual earnings reports, shows India’s corporate debt rose to a seven-year high at the end of March. More than a fifth of large companies did not earn enough to pay interest on their loans and the pace of new loans fell to the lowest in more than six decades. The Indian government reported on August 31 that annual GDP growth in the quarter ended June slowed to 5.7%, an envious pace for many countries but India’s weakest since early 2014. It was blamed on attempts by the government to flush out money hidden from the tax man, which caused a CM YK



Money matters: Since January 2015, the central bank has cut policy rates by 200 basis points. REUTERS *



cash crunch, and the introduction of a general sales tax (GST), which prompted businesses and consumers to hit the pause button.



Soured loans But Indian business executives say they are more concerned about the impact of soured loans on bank balance sheets, which prevent them from getting the full benefit of central bank rate cuts. That is sapping India’s economic vitality, they say. Since January 2015, the central bank has cut policy rates by 200 basis points, or



2 percentage points, but commercial bank benchmark lending rates have come down less, by about 120 basis points. “Interest rates are still very high,” said A. Issac George, chief financial officer of GVK Power & Infrastructure Ltd. He said his firm’s borrowing costs have remained unchanged at about 11%. That makes it tougher for the conglomerate to lower its net debt of about ₹179 billion ($2.8 billion). GVK’s earnings covered just half of its debt servicing



Planning stymied “We are not in a position to take a decision on whether we should expand our business or set up new businesses,” said Mr. George. GVK is not alone in trying to manage high debts. Thomson Reuters data shows net debt for 288 companies with a market capitalisation of more than $500 million, covering most big firms in India, has hit at least a seven-year high of ₹18 trillion. Soured debt was 12% of total loans held by lenders at the end of March. Another Thomson Reuters analysis showed more than a fifth of 513 Indian companies had interest cover of less than 1%. New loans are also hard to come by. On an annual basis, the pace of new loans in the year to the end of March, fell to the lowest since the fiscal year ended in March 1954.



https://t.me/yk_info M ND-NDE



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



THE HINDU



SPORT 15



NOIDA/DELHI



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2017



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



TV PICKS Indian Open snooker: Sony ESPN (SD & HD), 6 p.m.



UEFA Europa League: Sony ESPN (SD & HD) and Sony Ten 1, 2 & 3, 10.30 p.m. & 12.30 a.m. (Friday)



IN BRIEF



Bumrah — grabbing eyeballs with �ery pace Much credit for the pacer’s progress goes to India bowling coach B. Arun S. Dinakar Chennai



Monument push for ‘Black Power’ hero SYDNEY



A campaign was launched on Wednesday for a monument to recognise the unsung Australian athlete Peter Norman who supported Americans Tommie Smith and John Carlos in their famous Black Power salute at the 1968 Olympics. Norman, silver medallist in the 200m at Mexico City, wore an Olympic Project for Human Rights badge in support, but was then frozen out of future Games selection and airbrushed from Australian Olympic history until recently. AFP



Ireland-Windies ODI washed out BELFAST



Ireland is still waiting to play its first match against a Test-playing side since being granted full member status by the ICC after Wednesday’s ODI against the West Indies was abandoned without a ball being bowled. Overnight rain delayed the start and another shower left the umpires with no option but to abandon the game. West Indies will fly to England on Thursday ahead of a one-off T20I on Saturday. AFP



Lakers to retire Bryant’s jersey numbers LOS ANGELES



LA Lakers will retire the jersey numbers 8 and 24 worn by club legend Kobe Bryant before a December 18 game against NBA champion Golden State, the team said on Tuesday. Bryant, an 18time All-Star who won five NBA titles with the Lakers before retiring after the 2015-16 season, wore 8 in his first 10 seasons before switching to 24 for another decade. AFP



When velocity combines with precision, the effect can be devastating. These laserguided deliveries do swing games. Jasprit Bumrah seldom misses the target… even during extreme pressure situations. He has the temperament to match his ability. The 23-year-old slinger from Ahmedabad has been the ace in the Indian pace pack for the shorter formats. He swings the new ball away, unleashes potent yorkers at the death. The Aussies will be wary of Burmrah’s bombshells in the upcoming ODI and Twenty20 series against India, beginning at the M.A. Chidambaram Stadium on September 17. Predictably, Bumrah grabbed the eyeballs during India’s 6-0 sweep of the shorter formats in the recently concluded tour of Sri Lanka. When the batsmen miss, he invariably hits the stumps. His numbers tells the story — 41 scalps in 21 ODIs at 20.87 (economy rate 4.68) and 34 wickets from 25 Twenty20 Internationals at 18.38 (6.70). In Bumrah’s remarkable progress in white ball cricket, much credit should go to the present Indian bowling coach B. Arun. Right from his under-19 days at the NCA (Bengaluru), Arun has worked extensively on Bumrah.



Kohli turns down multi-crore soft drink endorsement Vijay Lokapally NEW DELHI



Virat Kohli believes in practising what he preaches. It is in keeping with this principle that the India captain has rejected a multi-crore offer to endorse a soft drink. Kohli confirmed to The Hindu that he declined the offer for the simple reason that he does not consume aerated drinks. They don’t find a place in his uncompromising training regimen. His philosophy of trying to be in the best possible physical and mental shape when competing at the highest level has also rubbed off on many in the Indian team. Kohli once told this reporter that, as captain, he doesn’t demand anything of his teammates that he “can’t do first”.



World XI beats Pakistan



Virat Kohli.



*



FILE PHOTO



“I first convince myself I can do it and only then ask my teammates to go for it,” he said. Almost two decades ago, P. Gopi Chand, currently the chief National badminton coach, made a similar decision and turned down a lucrative offer. “I was into yoga, meditation and a strict diet,” says Gopi. “I had taken a vow not to have any soft drink, and when I won



A �ghting win for Thalaivas



Agence France-Presse



Ace in the pack: With his singular action, Jasprit Bumrah has the ability to swing the new ball away and unleash toe-crushers at the death. REUTERS



Dhoni arrives in Chennai Sports Reporter Chennai



M.S. Dhoni was the first Indian player to arrive in the city on Wednesday for the five-match ODI series against Australia that starts on Sunday. The rest of the Indian team will assemble on And he sends down a variety of yorkers. He can get the delivery to tail in or dart away from middle to off. And Bumrah can send down the faster and the slower yorker without any noticeable



Thursday and is likely to hold its first practice session the day after. Meanwhile, the Australian team had a day of rest after its warm-up match against Board President’s XI on Tuesday and will resume training on Thursday.



change in his action. Indeed, it is the alterations of speed that makes him such a threat. Bumrah can deliver the knuckle ball and the slow offspinner. He brings about subtle shifts in line around



the off-stump and can get the ball to climb to prevent batsmen from getting on to the front foot. Such was the effectiveness of Bumrah when he took the pace off the ball that Gujarat Lions star Brendon McCullum struggled to put bat to ball in the Super Over of the clash against Mumbai Indians during the last IPL. Even in the star-studded Mumbai Indians team, Bumrah has often shone bright. The Indian pace pack of Bumrah, Umesh Yadav, Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Mohammed Shami, denting egos and slicing through line-ups, is humming these days. And Bumrah is busy scalp-hunting and celebrating his kills. This pace predator promises to devour more victims.



World XI defeated Pakistan by seven wickets in the second Twenty20 contest to level the three-match series 1-1 at the Gaddafi stadium here on Wednesday. Hashim Amla (72 not out) and Thisara Perera (47 not out) batted with aggression to help the visitor reach a 175-run target in 19.5 overs to set up an intriguing final match on Friday. Perera’s knock came off only 19 balls and was studded with five sixers, while Amla faced 55 balls for his unbeaten 72. Earlier, Pakistan scored 174 for six in its 20 overs. Babar Azam (45), Ahmed Shehzad (43), and Shoaib Malik (39) had good starts but none of them went on to score big as Pakistan found it tough going on a slow and low pitch. Sri Lanka paceman Perera and West Indian spinner Samuel Badree claimed two wickets apiece for the World XI. The scores: Pakistan 174 for six in 20 overs (Ahmed Shehzad 43, Babar Azam 45, Shoaib Malik 39, Samuel Badree two for 31, Thisara Perera two for 23) lost to World XI 175 for three in 19.5 overs (Hashim Amla 72 n.o., Thisara Perera 47 n.o.).



Tag, you’re it: Yoddha’s Rishank Devadiga during a successful raid against Thalaivas on Wednesday. *



SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



PKL Sports Bureau SONEPAT



Tamil Thalaivas overcame a horrendous beginning to turn the tables on UP Yoddha and earn its fourth win in 10 games with a narrow 34-33 victory on Wednesday. The result, however, did little to lift the struggling Thalaivas who continue to languish at the bottom of the table in Zone B. UP, though, managed to move up a spot to second place. Captain Ajay Thakur and impressive young raider K. Prapanjan led the Thalaivas’ charge. UP raced to a 9-1 lead inside the first three minutes. The half time score



Indrajith scores sparkling century Ministry to the rescue of Ashgabat-bound athletes



De�es the odds to take India Red to 291 for nine DULEEP TROPHY Kamesh Srinivasan KANPUR



It was lovely cricket on a lively pitch as B. Indrajith defied the odds to score a sparkling century and take India Red to 291 for nine against India Blue on the opening day of the Duleep Trophy match at the Green Park on Wednesday. Watched by an appreciative bunch of spectators who were restricted to one stand, the 23-year-old Tamil Nadu batsman thrived under the floodlights as he blended caution with aggression in a knock that was a joy to watch. The groundsman Shiv Kumar had promised to give a good pitch that would help everyone, and there was enough for the mediumpacers. Ankit Rajpoot and Jaydev Unadkat bowled their hearts out to bag five wickets between them.



Raina shines With skipper Suresh Raina getting the first breakthrough by bowling Sudip Chatterjee and later taking two superb catches — diving to his right for one and to his left for the other, both off Unadkat — Blues had Red on the mat at 205 for nine at the end of two sessions. However, the joy was shortlived for Blues as No. 11 Vijay Gohil proved more than a match for the occasion as he held his end up CM YK



Super show: B. Indrajith blended caution with aggression for a fruitful knock that was a joy to watch. KAMESH SRINIVASAN *



‘Good support’ Special Correspondent KANPUR



B. Indrajith said he was thrilled to score a century and acknowledged the support he got from the tailenders. “I had confidence in the last three batsmen. Basil Thampi and Vijay Gohil gave me excellent support. I knew they could bat. Initially I shielded them a bit, but seeing that their defence and inspired confidence in Indrajith as the latter went on to score an improbable century. He scored 88 in the last session in partnership with the last three batsmen after



the all-England title [in 2001], I had this big offer. “Since I was not taking (sic) any soft drinks, I did not wish to be seen as encouraging others to drink just because I was getting a huge amount for it. “As a kid, I would long for a soft drink,” he confesses, “but it doesn’t work well with professional sportspersons. At my academy, you won’t find soft drinks in the canteen.” What has he told his celebrated wards — Saina Nehwal, P.V. Sindhu, P. Kashyap? “I have not stopped them from endorsing a soft drink. It’s their choice. But I have told them not to have soft drinks,” he says, chuckling. Incidentally, Kohli and Gopi joined hands recently to launch annual sports awards for those promoting excellence.



LAHORE



*



Unique style The endeavour has never been to change his unique style but to make it more efficient. Bumrah’s methods make it hard for the batsmen to settle into any kind of rhythm against him. The lanky paceman’s load-up is so much away from his body that it is incredible that his arm is stretched fully and straight as he delivers the ball. And for a long lever bowler, he has a deceptively whippy, quick-arm action. The batsmen tend to pick Bumrah’s deliveries a fraction later than most pacemen. Hours of practice have enabled Bumrah perfect his yorkers. Bowling an effective toe-crusher is a lot about understanding the release point and it here that Bumrah has put in the hard yards.



Putting �tness ahead of lucre!



was good, I was calculative with my strokes,” said Indrajith, who credited his training with Tamil Nadu coaches S. Balaji and Madanagopal for his state of readiness early in the season.



Easier under lights On the conditions, Indrajith said it was easier to play under lights even though the pink ball was tough to read. the team was precariously placed at 160 for seven. He hammered a dozen fours and two sixes during the course of his knock, which saw him handle medium-pace and spin with



equal poise and composure. It was continuation of good times for the dynamic Indrajith, as he had scores of 64 and 138 in his previous First Class match against Gujarat earlier in the year. This was his fifth First Class century. Blues lost the plot after having taken a stranglehold over the proceedings. Unlike Lucknow, when wickets tended to tumble in the cool evening, it was vibrant batting that greeted the faithful fans here, who wanted more when play stopped at 9 p.m. after 30 minutes of additional time. The scores: India Red — 1st innings: Priyank Panchal lbw b Ankit Rajpoot 36, Sudip Chatterjee b Suresh Raina 34, Rahul Singh Gahlaut c Ishan Kishan b Ankit Rajpoot 7, Dinesh Karthik lbw b Bhargav Bhatt 15, Baba Indrajith (batting) 120, Rishabh Pant b Akshay Wakhare 15, Karn Sharma c Ishan Kishan b Ankit Rajpoot 10, C.V. Milind b Manoj Tiwary 9, Siddharth Kaul c Suresh Raina b Jaydev Unadkat 13, Basil Thampi c Suresh Raina b Jaydev Unadkat 4, Vijay Gohil (batting) 22, Extras (b-2, lb-3, nb-1): 6; Total (for nine wkts. in 84 overs): 291. Fall of wickets: 1-70, 2-74, 3-91, 4-99, 5-123, 6-138, 7-159, 8195, 9-205. India Blue bowling: Pankaj Rao 9-1-33-0, Ankit Rajpoot 18-244-3, Jaydev Unadkat 17-164-2, Bhargav Bhatt 24-0-79-1, Akshay Wakhare 12-1-47-1, Suresh Raina 2-0-10-1, Manoj Tiwary 2-0-9-1.



Participation in six disciplines had been in jeopardy Dinakar Peri & Vijay Lokapally NEW DELHI



In a show of initiative late on Wednesday evening, the Sports Ministry cleared the participation of a group of 106 athletes in the fifth Asian Indoor & Martial Arts Games in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, after their departure for the quadrennial event had been in doubt owing to procedural issues. The participants in the disciplines of dance sports, ju jitsu, sambo, kurash, kickboxing and traditional & belt wrestling had earlier found themselves stranded at the Delhi airport, unable to board their flight with the rest of the Indian contingent owing to the fact that they did not have the Sports Ministry’s clearance to represent India. “These athletes couldn’t



represent India because they don’t have the recognition from the Indian Olympic Association. The government was in a difficult spot because without official recognition [how could they have been cleared to represent India]?” a Sports Ministry source said. However, an official from the Indian Olympic Association laid the blame squarely on the ministry. “The athletes had applied for clearance well in advance, and they had not made any request for funding for the trip either. I fail to understand why the government couldn’t have given them clearance when it does not even fund the trip.” The IOA, on its part, had invited tenders to procure ceremonial, casual and performance kits for the Indian contingent which also in-



cludes athletes from the disciplines of athletics, cue sports, chess, cycling, tennis, tenpin bowling, swimming and wrestling. The Sports Ministry official insisted that it was the IOA that was to be blamed. “We’d indicated to the IOA to give the Federations of these disciplines provisional recognition for the Games so that we could give them clearance. But the IOA sat on it,” he said. Elaborating on the late clearance, the ministry source said: “We are aware that the athletes have been camping here for a while, and have trained hard for the Games. We have hence allowed these athletes to go ahead with the trip because we don’t want to see them suffer for no fault of theirs. “We are doing the IOA’s job!”



BADMINTON



Sindhu and Kashyap advance P.V. Sindhu and P. Kashyap made the pre-quarterfinals of the Korean Open Super Series event on Wednesday.



B. Sai Praneeth bt Hu Yun (HK) 21-15, 21-10; Kenta Nishimoto (Jpn) bt Saurabh Verma 18-21, 21-13, 21-19; NG Ka Long Angus (HK) bt H.S. Prannoy 21-17, 21-23, 21-14.



The results: Men: Singles: P. Kashyap bt Hsu Jen Hao (Tpe) 21-13, 21-16; Sameer Verma bt Tanongsak Saensomboonsuk (Tha) 21-13, 21-23, 21-9.



Doubles: Satwiksairaj Rankireddy & Chirag Shetty bt Khim Wah Lim & Lin Chia Yu (Tpe) 21-9, 22-24, 21-12; Chung Eui Seok & Kim Duk Young (Kor)



Agencies SEOUL



https://t.me/yk_info



bt Manu Attri & B. Sumeeth Reddy 21-11, 21-10. Women: Singles: P.V. Sindhu bt Ngan Yi Cheung (HK) 21-13, 21-8. Doubles: Fie Cho Soong & Jing Yi Tee (Mas) bt Ashwini Ponnappa & Sikki Reddy 19-21, 21-13, 21-17. Mixed doubles: Tang Chun Man & Tse Ying Suet (HK) bt Ashwini & Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 21-18, 21-19.



was 18-12 in UP’s favour. The huge lead early on helped UP stay marginally ahead till the 35th minute, when the Thalaivas managed to earn a second all-out to go ahead 29-28 for the first time in the game. Thakur proved his class with with a three-pointer in the final minute of play to put his team ahead by two points. Thalaivas held on to eke out victory. The results: Tamil Thalaivas 34 (Ajay Thakur 8, K. Prapanjan 8, Amit Hooda 4) bt UP Yoddha 33 (Nitin Tomar 14, Rishank Devadiga 8, Nitesh Kumar 5); Puneri Paltan 38 (Deepak Hooda 13, Sandeep Narwal 8) bt Haryana Steelers 22 (Deepak Kumar Dahiya 11).



Sharapova re�ects on Serena rivalry



Agence France-Presse LOS ANGELES



Maria Sharapova muses on her long, lopsided rivalry with Serena Williams in a new autobiography released on Tuesday and how she believes a locker room moment fuelled the American’s drive to dominate her. Sharapova was 17 when she defeated Serena in the 2004 Wimbledon final. Rather than proving the start of a long, close-run rivalry, it was one of just two victories Sharapova can claim against the US great, who has beaten her 19 times. In Unstoppable: My Life So Far, Sharapova says it was not only her win, but the fact that she overheard Serena weeping afterwards in the locker room that ensured the American would always find a way to elevate her game in their future contests. M ND-NDE
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IN BRIEF



Government Mizo HS enters �nal



Aster Rose for Maharaja’s Cup



Emphatic victory for Maharashtra High and Junior College, Kolhapur



Roy Hodgson made new Crystal Palace manager LONDON



Roy Hodgson has been appointed the manager of Crystal Palace, the Premiership club announced on Tuesday. The 70-year-old replaced Frank de Boer after the Dutchman was sacked following just four league games in charge of the south London club. . AFP



Washed out PKL matches rescheduled MUMBAI



Two washed out matches of the Mumbai leg of the VIVO ProKabaddi Season-5 will be played at Ranchi and Pune. The match between U Mumba and Gujarat Fortunegiants will be played at the Harivansh Tana Bhagat Indoor Stadium, Ranchi on September 20 and the match between Bengaluru Bulls and U.P. Yoddha will be played at the Shree Shiv Chhatrapati Sports Complex, Pune on October 17.



Jeevan & Divij advance ISTANBUL



Third seeds Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan and Divij Sharan beat Uladzimir Ignatik and Aldin Setkic 6-3, 6-4 in the first round of the $75,000 Challenger tennis tournament here on Wednesday. Other results: $25,000 ITF women, Redding, USA: First round: Karman Kaur Thandi bt Salma Ewing (US) 6-4, 6-2. $15,000 ITF women, Cairo: Second round: Watsachol Sawasdee (Tha) bt Y. Pranjala 6-2, 7-6(4); Sai Samhitha bt Tori Kinard (US) 6-3, 6-1; Rutuja Bhosale bt Bunyawi Thamchaiwat (Tha) 6-4, 6-3. Doubles: Quarterfinals: Zeel Desai & Pranjala bt Watsachol & Chanikam Silakul (Tha) 6-3, 7-5; Alexandra Walters (Aus) & Rutuja bt Zhuoma Ni Ma & Mi Zhuoma You (Chn) 2-6, 7-5, [10-6].



Raman on the rampage NEW DELHI:



Raman scored nine goals as VSA Senior Secondary beat Government Sr. Sec., Gurugram, 15-0 in the u-15 Nehru-Dhyan Chand Cup hockey tournament. The results: Pool B: VSA SSS, Khera Garhi 15 (Raman 9, Sahil 2, Gurudev, Gaurav, Shiv Prakash, Mohit) bt Govt. SSS, Gurugram 0; Pool D: Govt. Boys SSS, Bankner 10 (Ayush 4, Bharat 2, Aman 2, Pramod Kumar, Himanshu) bt Govt Boys SSS, Ranhaula 0.



Pradeep Kumar enters semifinals POKHARA (NEPAL)



Pradeep Kumar Gupta beat top seed B.N. Negi 6-0, 6-2 in the over-55 quarterfinals of the ITF grade-5 Seniors tennis tournament here. The results (quarterfinals): Over-35: Dilip Mohanty bt Man Singh Thapa 6-2, 6-0; S. Dhodi bt Gopi Bhattarai 6-1, 6-2; Kamlesh Shukla bt Pekka Rantala 6-1, 6-1. Over-45: Chandra Bhushan bt Manoj Bikram Shah 6-1, 6-1. Over-55: Pradeep Kumar bt BN Negi 6-0, 6-2.



Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



Government Mizo High School, Aizawl edged past a fighting Sports Authority of India, Kolkata side 2-1 to reach the final of the Under-17 girls’ competition in the 58th Subroto Cup football tournament at the Ambedkar Stadium on Wednesday. The other semifinal saw the girls from Bangladesh Krida Shiksha Protsahan register a comfortable 3-1 win against Umtili Secondary School, Meghalaya for a spot in the title clash. Mukta Sarkar opened the scoring for the Bangladesh side in the 10th minute and doubled her tally in the 58th while Rituporna Chakma added one of her own in the 51st to give the visitor a 3-0 lead. Nisilia managed to cut the lead in the 63rd minute but by then it was too late. With both sides playing cautiously, there was little aggression as the teams preferred to open up the flanks in an attempt to counter-attack for the goal. Lack of finishing let them down,



MYSURU: Aster Rose, who has been well tuned, is expected to score in the Maharaja’s Cup (1,600m), the feature event of the races to be held here on Thursday (Sept. 14). False rails (width about 5m from 1,600m to the winning post) will be in position.



Sports Authority of India, Kolkata 1 (Laxmi Kumari); Bangladesh Krida Shiksha Protsahan 3 (Mukta Sarkar 2, Rituporna Chakma) bt Umtili Secondary School, Meghalaya 1 (Nisilia).



SUBROTO CUP



Superb show: Mukta Sarkar of BKSP, left, struck twice in her team’s win over Umtili Secondary School. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



though, with both sides missing several scoring chances before Grace H. Larampari finally broke the deadlock in the 21st minute to give her team a 1-0 lead at half time. SAI levelled soon after resumption and the game appeared to be heading towards a shootout before



Vanlalhawii got the winner. Meanwhile, in the Under-17 boys’ competition, Maharashtra High and Junior College, Kolhapur rolled past Gyan Bharti School, Bihar 6-1 in a Group H league match in the morning. Digvijay Sotar scored twice for the winner. Another high-scoring



game saw Jithin and Shahir strike thrice each for BEM Higher Secondary School, Palakkad in their 6-2 victory against Ramakrishna Mission, Chhattisgarh. The results: Under-17: Girls: Semifinals: Govt. Mizo High School, Mizoram 2 (Grace H. Lalrampari, Vanlalmawii) bt



Boys: Maharashtra High and Junior College, Kolhapur 6 (Digvijay Sotar 2, Kunal Chavhan, Pranav Kumar, Prathmesh Patil, Jay Kamat) bt Gyan Bharti Public School, Bihar 1 (Sunny Horo); Shah Satnam Ji Boys School, Rajasthan 3 (Shankar 2, Kuldeep) bt Kendriya Vidyalaya, Dehradun 1 (Tushar Thapa); Maharana Pratap Sports College, Uttarakhand 3 (Garv Bora, Wajid Ali, Waseem Ansari) bt The Air Force School, Delhi 1 (Rich Pal); Rajganj MN High School, Bengal 5 (Tuhin Mandal 3, Sumit Oraon, Jaihari Barman) bt Govt. Sr. Sec. School, Lakshadweep 0; BEM Higher Sec School, Palakkad 6 (Jithin 3, Shahir 3) bt Ramakrishna Mission, Chhattisgarh 2 (Mohan Lal, Krishna Kumar); NCC 19 BN, Ranchi 1 (Dinesh Beshra) bt Chitkara International School, Chandigarh 0; St. Columbus Collegiate School, Jharkhand 5 (Sandeep Kachhap 2, Lalduhsanga Chhakchhauk 2, Johnson Singh) bt Mamta Modern Sr Sec School, Delhi 1 (Himanshu Rai); SER Inter College, Jharkhand 2 (Indrajeet Oraon, Sunil Majhi) bt LGS School, Madhya Pradesh 0.



ECLIPSE PLATE (Div. II), (1,400m), rated 00 to 25, 2-00 pm: 1. Attractive Bay (11) Rajesh Kumar 60, 2. Shivalik Boy (8) D. Patel 58.5, 3. Ultimate Glory (5) Sai Kiran 58.5, 4. Florencia (14) S. John 57.5, 5. My King (3) Janardhan P 57.5 6. Little Brown Jug (4) Praveen Shinde 57, 7. Moonlight Love (9) Arshad Alam 57, 8. Ice Weapon (7) G. Rohith 56.5, 9. Winter Bloom (2) P. Mani 56.5, 10. Safe Bet (6) Kiran Rai 55.5, 11. Thalassa (13) Rayan Ahmed 55.5, 12. Slightly Blonde (12) Darshan 55, 13. Reverberating (10) Jagadeesh 54.5 and 14. Universal Law (1) P.P. Dhebe 53.5. 1. FLORENCIA, 2. REVERBERATING, 3. THALASSA



1



2



KUMARADHARA PLATE (1,400m), rated 20 to 45, 2-35: 1. Admiral Act (—) (—) 61.5, 2. Kir Royale (2) Janardhan P 59.5, 3. Trust Me Boy (12) A. Baandal 58.5, 4. Pikachu (8) Gautam Raj 57.5, 5. Lord Iisley (6) Nazerul Alam 57, 6. Zagato (5) Rajesh Kumar 57, 7. Mr Carson (7) Afsar Khan 55, 8. Al Dorado (13) S. Hussain 54.5, 9. Ireland (9) Kiran Rai 54.5, 10. The Disciple (11) Sai Kiran 54, 11. Amazing (3) Raja Rao 53.5, 12. Honey Queen (4) Arshad Alam 53.5, 13. Big Time Bay (10) Ajeet Kumar 52.5 and 14. Total Fire (1) Rayan Ahmed 52.5. 1. LORD IISLEY, 2. KIR ROYALE, 3. THE DISCIPLE ECLIPSE PLATE (Div. I), (1,400m), rated 00 to 25, 3-10: 1. Alighting (6) Nazerul Alam 62.5, 2. Noble Splendor (1) A. Imran Khan 62.5, 3. Sky Jasmine (4) Rajesh Kumar 62.5, 4. Smile Of Courage (13) Rayan Ahmed 62.5, 5. Summer Star (8) Dhanu Singh 62, 6. Saffron Intense (2) Kiran Rai 61.5, 7. Air Of Distinction (3) Sunil Samson 61, 8. Internal Affair (14) Praveen Shinde 61, 9. Shivalik’s Rule (12) Raja Rao 61, 10. Nyssa (10) Arshad Alam 60, 11. Aleef (9) A. Vishwanath 59.5, 12. As Always (7) Ajay Kumar 59.5, 13. Divine Retribution (5) Irvan Singh 59 and 14. Ocean Park (11) Ashhad Asbar 59. 1. NYSSA, 2. SUMMER STAR, 3. NOBLE SPLENDOR
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BFC makes inter-zone �nal



Gunjan advances Gunjan Jadhav knocked out fourth seed Shashikant Rajput 6-2, 7-5 in the under-18 boys quarterfinals of the AITA super series junior tennis tournament at the CLTA Complex on Wednesday.



CHANDIGARH:



Gets past 4.25 SC after the goalless draw in the second leg Sports Bureau
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Pyongyang



Bengaluru FC held its nerve to seal an aggregate 3-0 win over 4.25 SC after playing out a goalless draw in the second leg of their AFC Cup inter-zonal semifinal at the May Day Stadium here on Wednesday. The result secured a place for the ISL side in the interzone final, where it will face Tajikistan’s FC Istiklol in a two-leg affair. Goalkeeper Gurpreet Singh Sandhu pulled off a crucial penalty save in the second-half and was the undisputed star of the match for BFC. In contrast to the first leg, where they had dominated



B



Goalkeeper Gurpreet Sandhu pulls o� a crucial penalty save in the secondhalf, ensures BFC seals a 3-0 win on aggregate
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proceedings for the most part, Albert Roca’s men were edged in terms of possession and chances, but made up for it with a stubborn defence. The home side mounted repeated attacks and almost took the lead in the 57th minute via Kim Yu Song but Gurpreet denied the striker from close range. An Il-Bom forced the BFC custodian into another diving save in the 70th.



The North Korean side had its best chance in the 77th minute when Rahul Bheke brought down Bom inside the box and a penalty was awarded. However, Gurpreet dived to his right to stop Ri Hyong Jin’s effort from the spot. “They dominated majority of the game and deserved to win. But at the same time, we defended very well as a team and managed to hold on to our lead from the first leg,” said Roca. The first leg of the interzone final will be played in Dushanbe on September 27 with the return leg to be played at the Sree Kanteerava Stadium on October 18.



Registrations for ADHM Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



Procam International on Wednesday announced the registrations for the Airtel Delhi Half-Marathon (ADHM) scheduled for November 19. With a total prize money of $275,000, this year’s edition, 10th in all, is expected to witness over 34,000 participants. The ADHM this year has received the merit of a Gold Label Race — a rare distinction from the International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) classifying the half-marathon as one of ‘leading road races around the world’.



Keeping in mind the popularity of the Great Delhi Run and to give a fillip to the emerging runner community, for the first time, there will be a 10K timed run exclusively via charity. This Timed 10K Run is open only to participants above 15 years of age, who want to make a difference by running for charity. The application form for charity running places will be available with the NGOs registered with the Event’s Philanthropy Partner, India Cares. Charity running places will not be available after Oct. 13 or as soon as running places are filled, whichever



is earlier. For all the women participants, who do not have a timing certificate and are eager to join the running bandwagon, a limited number of seats have been reserved via charity. To encourage young aspiring runners, within the 10K category, there are a limited number of running places reserved for applicants, between 15 and less than 18 years of age. The Charity Criteria will not be applicable to this section and these running places will be accepted on first-come-first-served basis via online registration on adhm.procamrunning.in.



The results: Quarterfinals: Boys: Under-18: Calvin Golmei bt Naresh Badgujar 6-1, 6-4; Gunjan Jadhav bt Shashikant Rajput 6-2, 7-5; Aaryan Zaveri bt Kartik Saxena 6-3, 6-1; Krishan Hooda bt Jagtar Arora 6-4, 4-6, 6-2. Under-14: Krishan Hooda bt



Ajay Singh 6-3, 6-2; Kartik Saxena bt Divanshu Hooda 6-0, 6-2; Arjun Gohad bt Jitin Kumar Chetry 7-5, 6-1. Girls: Under-18: Prinkle Singh bt Simran Pritam 6-0, 7-5; Himaanshika bt Vanshika Choudhary 6-2, 6-1; Sarah Dev bt Ashpreet Kaur Bajwa 6-0, 6-1; Sudipta Senthilkumar bt Pooja Ingale 6-4, 6-0. Under-14: Sudipta Senthilkumar bt NImrat Kaur Atwal 6-3, 6-0; Deepshikha Sriram bt Mehala Manna 6-4, 3-6, 6-0; Renee Singh bt Sanvi Ahluwalia 6-1, 6-2; Renne Singhla bt Sanya Masand 6-2, 6-4.
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AIR FORCE TROPHY (1,200m), rated 60 & above, 3-45: 1. Dubai One (8) Darshan 60, 2. Ace Badraan (11) Nazerul Alam 59, 3. Bandito (7) Sarvan Kumar 58.5, 4. Super Success (4) Dhanu Singh 58.5, 5. Siddhani (6)



Nikhil, Abhinn in last eight Abhinn beats Horvath, runs into top seed Stanislav Pukhov



Vijay Kumar 56.5, 6. Clever Trick (12) S. Manohar 56, 7. Silver Ikon (1) P.P. Dhebe 56, 8. Anvill Star (5) Arshad Alam 54.5, 9. Dream Star (10) Ashhad Asbar 52.5, 10. Taqdeer Ka Badshah (3) Rajesh Kumar 52, 11. Gelignite (2) Rayan Ahmed 51.5 and 12. Silver Chieftain (9) Jagadeesh 51. 1. SILVER IKON, 2. SUPER SUCCESS, 3. ACE BADRAAN MAHARAJA’S CUP (1,600m), 4-y-o & over, (Terms), 4-20: 1. Mogadishu (4) P.P. Dhebe 60, 2. Salazaar (9) S. John 60, 3. Star Nijinsky (3) Srinath 58.5, 4. Mickey Mouse (1) Irvan Singh 57, 5. Airco (7) Arshad Alam 56, 6. Royal Sceptre (8) A. Imran Khan 56, 7. Aster Rose (11) Suraj Narredu 55.5, 8. Magnolia (2) Jagadeesh 54.5, 9. Queen Of Clubs (—) (—) 54.5, 10. Savannah Sound (5) Dashrath Singh 54.5, 11. Sea Lagoon (6) Sai Kiran 54.5 and 12. Watchmyscript (10) A. Sandesh 54.5. 1. ASTER ROSE, 2. SALAZAAR, 3. WATCHMYSCRIPT
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UDHAGAMANDALAM TROPHY (1,200m), rated 40 to 65, 4y-o & over, 4-55: 1. Markus Sittikus (7) Kiran Rai 62, 2. Brown Beauty (10) S. John 61.5, 3. Dare The Don (11) Santosh Kumar 60.5, 4. Oceanic Storm (3) Madhu Babu 60, 5. Chicago (4) M. Naveen 58.5, 6. Greek Goddess (13) A. Sandesh 58.5, 7. Catharsis (14) Sahanawaz 58, 8. Reckless (1) Irvan Singh 57.5, 9. Countrys Crown (12) Gautam Raj 56.5, 10. Castlebar (9) Anil Baandal 55.5, 11. Albatross (6) Rayan Ahmed 54.5, 12. Be Bold (2) M. Prabhakaran 54, 13. Amazing Connection (8) Sarvan Kumar 53.5 and 14. Point (5) Arshad Alam 51. 1. BROWN BEAUTY, 2. GREEK GODDESS, 3. POINT



PADDOCK PLATE (1,600m), rated 20 to 45, 4-y-o & over, 530: 1. Buscadero (3) Rayan Ahmed 62.5, 2. Reference (5) Srinath 62.5, 3. Classic King (14) Shobhan 60, 4. Amber Crown (9) Suraj Narredu 59.5, 5. Raw Gold (7) Vivek 59, 5. Intrepid Warrior (12) Santosh Kumar 57.5, 7. Masters Glory (11) Ashhad Asbar 57, 8. Wings Of Fortune (10) Kiran Rai 56.5, 9. Wind Striker (8) Darshan 56, 10. Proudprince (6) Arshad Alam 55.5, 11. El Matador (1) Sunil Samson 54.5, 12. Del Porto (13) Dhanu Singh 53.5, 13. Invincible Wish (4) Ajeet Kumar 53 and 14. Active Grey (2) Rajesh Kumar 50.5. 1. REFERENCE, 2. BUSCADERO, 3. AMBER CROWN Day’s Best: ASTER ROSE Double: NYSSA — SILVER IKON Jkt: 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7; Tr (i): 2, 3 and 4; (ii): 5, 6 and 7.
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India women begin well Press Trust of India



Stan Rayan



New Delhi



KOCHI



Indian women pugilists Shashi Chopra and G. Niharika began their Ahmed Comert International Boxing Championship on a promising note, posting comprehensive victories to progress to next round. Shashi beat Olga Vozniak of Ukraine in the 57kg category while Niharika went past Laura Mamedkulieva of Russia in the 75kg weight division. However, Deepa Kumari went down fighting to Zhansaya Aboraimova of Kazakhstan in the 51kg. The tournament is an invitational event, organised by the Turkish Boxing Federation every year that attracts all the top boxing nations. A total of 90 women boxers from 11 countries are participating in the tournament.



Olympians Nikhil Kanetkar and Abhinn Shyam, two players who lit up Indian badminton with their contrasting styles a little more than a decade ago, moved into the men’s above-35 singles quarterfinals in the Manorama BWF World senior championships at the Rajiv Gandhi indoor stadium here on Wednesday evening. “I’m playing an international tournament after a long time, it has been good so far and I feel I have a good chance of winning a medal,” said Nikhil after his 21-17, 2118 victory over Switzerland’s Oliver Colin. Meanwhile, Abhinn Shyam Gupta who defeated Hungary’s Kristof Horvath 21-18, 21-19, will now run into Russia’s top-seeded Stanislav Pukhov, the defending champion. C.M Shashidhar jolted



Back in business: Nikhil Kanetkar, who is playing an international tournament after a long time, on way to victory over Switzerland’s Oliver Colin. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



Denmark’s top-seeded Lars Klintrup 21-8, 21-11 and also moved to the quarterfinals



in the above-40 age group. Joining him are Kochi’s K.A. Aneesh and Joy T. Antony.



DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



THE HINDU CROSSWORD 12112



(set by The Phantom)



13 In deep trouble, Arthur halfheartedly submitted resignation (9) 15 Pictures from inside a stadium (5) 17 I shall recite passage in church (5) 19 Dope trying to control mob is abused (9) 22 Premature ending in �lm's main cause of trouble (8) 23 Toxic chemical's discharged when abandoned ship capsized (6) 25 Not so tough for one during festival to spend time (6) 26 Hire one to sculpt a Goddess (7)



■ ACROSS 1 Bananas overripen and spoil (6) 5 Fellow repeatedly tackling champion gets praise (8) 9 Again one tucks into slice of a bakery product (7) 10 Touching story continues (6) 11 Bigamist in essence said to lack principles (6) 12 Dealing in old coins (8)



CM YK



27 Weak displaying sign of being tired in the extreme (8) 28 Time to crush doctrine of terror (6) ■ DOWN 2 Set of snaps from camera �nally left behind (5) 3 Crossing a lake from one country to another country (7)



FAITH



SUDOKU



Unique explanations



4 Euro and Mark: similar in value? (8) 5 When a bowler's not included for no obvious reason (2,3,4,2,1,3) 6 Novice's dynamic, superseding Bishop in clergymen's office (6) 7 Rope's length often wasn't three feet (7) 8 Belittle individual receiving degree after degree? (9) 14 Reject lie fabricated by China about India-Bhutan border (9) 16 Willing as usual to cut soft grass (8)



Solution to puzzle 12111 18 Indian city that's right now not favoured in a relative sense (7) 20 Variety of glasses with unlimited view (7)



https://t.me/yk_info



21 Run through article without reading? (6)



24 Game over, in other words the end (5)



Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku



The Vaishnava Acharya Nanjeeyar, had unique explanations for many Divya Prabandham verses, said Kidambi Narayanan in a discourse. Verse sixteen of Thiruppavai shows that one has to approach the Lord through an Acharya. That is what the Sastras say. But in Her Thiruppavai, Andal imagines Herself to be a Gopika. That being the case, how did She know the Sastras? The Gopikas were unlettered, simple women. When this question is put to Nanjeeyar, he said that it was true that the Gopikas did not know the Sastras. But Lord Krishna Himself had lived in their midst. He had allowed them to scold Him and to find fault with Him. If the Lord Himself had sought them out and had allowed them to take such liberties with Him, then it was obvious that the Sastras also must have sought them. They did not have to make an effort to know the Sastras. The Sastras themselves went to them. Madurakavi Azhvar sang only in praise of Nammazhvar and not in praise of the Lord. But the very first verse of Madurakavi Azhvar’s Kanninun Siruthambu talks of Lord Krishna. So how then could it be said that Madurakavi sang only of Nammazhvar? To this question also Nanjeeyar had a convincing explanation. A man is bound for a city. On the way, he comes across a tree, and he also finds a source of water nearby. He decides to rest under the tree for awhile. Does this mean he is going to stay there forever? It is just a temporary halt. Likewise, Madurakavi Azhvar praises Lord Krishna in the first verse, but he is like the man who rests briefly under the tree and then moves on. Madurakavi Azhvar may praise Krishna, but his goal is to be with Nammazhvar and to sing of him. Nammazhvar is his destination; Krishna the intermediate place of rest. M ND-NDE
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IN BRIEF



Barca humbles Juve PSG hammers Celtic, United sees o� Basel



McGill shrugs o� Hugill threat ‘Pistol’ Allen outguns Zhuang; Higgins beats Zhao



Aronian sets up Ivanchuk clash



V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM



Pogba could be out for weeks: Mourinho LONDON



Paul Pogba could be out of action for a “few weeks” after suffering a suspected hamstring injury that took the shine off Manchester United’s Champions League win over Basel on Tuesday. Making his debut as United captain, Pogba lasted just 18 minutes. “I just know from experience it’s a muscular injury. In my experience, muscular injury stops you from playing for a few weeks, I think,” said Mourinho. AFP



Paris, LA con�rmed as Olympic hosts LIMA



The International Olympic Committee named Paris and Los Angeles as hosts for the 2024 and 2028 Olympics on Wednesday, crowning two cities at the same time in a historic first. Applause rang out at the Lima Convention Centre shortly after the IOC membership voted to approve a deal hashed out in July which arranged for Paris to be given 2024 and Los Angeles 2028. AFP



Matthaus slams Ribery for tantrum BERLIN



Germany legend Lothar Matthaus has criticised Franck Ribery for throwing his Bayern Munich shirt in anger after being substituted late in the Champions League win over Anderlecht. “Ribery has been here long enough now — he is emotional, but you can’t throw your shirt on the bench like that,” he told Sky. “That is a bad sign against the club.” AFP



A hoodoo broken: Lionel Messi’s brace against Juventus marked the �rst time he was scoring past Gianluigi Bu�on in four meetings. REUTERS *



Agence France-Presse PARIS



Lionel Messi netted twice in Barcelona’s convincing 3-0 victory over Juventus that kicked off its Champions League campaign in style, while Paris Saint-Germain, Manchester United and Chelsea also won big on Tuesday. After a troubled summer, a home meeting with last season’s runner-up may not have been what Barcelona and new coach Ernesto Valverde wanted, but Messi was at his brilliant best to give the Catalans the three points. New signing Ousmane Dembele was handed a first Barcelona start at the Camp Nou but it was Messi who got the opening goal on the stroke of half-time after a brilliant exchange of passes with Luis Suarez. It was fine play from the Argentine that led to Ivan Rakitic doubling Barca’s lead on 56 minutes and Messi saved the best for last with a sublime goal midway through the second half. While Barcelona adapts to life without Neymar, the Brazilian is enjoying life with PSG and scored the opener in a superb 5-0 victory over Celtic in Glasgow. Neymar silenced the Parkhead crowd in the 19th



minute for his fifth goal in five appearances for PSG, and then set up Kylian Mbappe to make it 2-0. Edinson Cavani — the third member of PSG’s ‘MCN’ front three — won and converted a penalty to put the visitors out of sight before the interval. A Mikael Lustig own goal on 83 minutes and another for Cavani put the seal on PSG’s victory and left Celtic to contemplate its heaviestever home defeat in Europe.



PSG’s next opponent in Group B will be five-time champion Bayern Munich, which brushed aside Anderlecht 3-0 at the Allianz Arena. Substitute Marouane Fellaini was an unlikely source of inspiration as Manchester United comfortably defeated Basel 3-0 in Group A on its return to Champions League. Fellaini, who came on for the injured Paul Pogba, gave United a 35th-minute lead at a drizzly Old Trafford. He later teed up Marcus Rashford for the host’s third goal after Romelu Lukaku had struck early in the second period. Chelsea was the biggest winner on the night, thrashing group stage newcomer Qarabag 6-0 at Stamford Bridge in Group C.



THE RESULTS Group A: Manchester United 3 (Fellaini 35, Lukaku 53, Rashford 84) bt Basel 0; Benfica 1 (Seferovic 50) lost to CSKA Moscow. Group B: Celtic 0 lost to Paris Saint-Germain 5 (Neymar 19, Mbappe 64, Cavani 40-pen, 85, Lustig 83-og); Bayern Munich 3 (Lewandowski 12-pen, Alcantara 65, Kimmich 90) bt Anderlecht 0.



Group C: Roma 0 drew with Atletico Madrid 0; Chelsea 6 (Pedro 5, Zappacosta 30, Azpilicueta 55, Bakayoko 71, Batshuayi 76, Medvedev 82og) bt Qarabag 0. Group D: Barcelona 3 (Messi 45, 69, Rakitic 56) bt Juventus 0; Olympiakos 2 (Pardo 90, 90+3) lost to Sporting Lisbon 3 (Doumbia 2, Martins 13, Fernandes 43).



VISAKHAPATNAM



Sports Bureau



Defending champion Anthony McGill made short work of Ashley Hugill with a 39-48, 98 (98)-0, 68-39, 5927, 71-68 (64) win in the first round of the Indian Open snooker tournament on Wednesday. Though the start was not impressive, McGill rediscovered his form in the second frame. In the fifth, Hugill had a break of 64 but had the misfortune of seeing his yellow hit the green into the hole when he was going for safety play leading 68-44. McGill responded in style and wrapped up that frame. Earlier, Mark Allen lived up to his nickname of ‘Pistol’ by beating Niu Zhuang in quick time. In the day’s last match, John Higgins overcame a spirited challenge from Zhao Xintong.



TBILISI



The results: 1st round: Anthony McGill (Sco) bt Ashley Hugill (UK) 39-48, 98 (98)-0, 68-39, 59-27, 71-68 (64); Stuart Bingham (UK) bt Duane Jones (Wal)



Potting with ease: Though the start was not impressive, Anthony McGill rediscovered his form in the second frame and never really looked back. K.R. DEEPAK *



23-61, 77-0, 120 (101)-0, 71 (71)-5, 61-38. Gary Wilson (UK) bt Luca Brecel (Bel) 1-76 (72), 75 (62)-8, 60-20, 73 (64)-28, 103 (103)-4; Dominic Dale (Wal) bt Rod Lawler (UK) 70 (70)-47, 873, 69(52)-19, 70-44, 62(61)-0. Alexander Ursenbacher (Sui) bt Andrew Higginson (UK) 9213, 78-59, 6-79(50), 86-19, 6436; Sam Baird (UK) bt Mark Davis (UK) 19-77, 50-26, 100 (76)-6, 54-44, 27-80(79), 72-52. Kurt Maflin (Den) bt Zhou Yuelong (Chn) 70(70)-15, 76-17, 0-141(141), 76(76)-0, 28-94 (51), 74(57)-28.



Akani Songsermsawad (Thai) bt Stephen McGuire (Sco) 5856, 0-112 (112), 17-71, 62-50, 102(50)-0, 42-52, 65-0; Yu De Lu (Chn) bt Robert Milkins (UK) 26-67, 56-50, 0-69, 60(55)-6, 78-73(64), 0-86(73), 67-18. Michael Holt (UK) bt Ian Preece (Wal) 0-93(83), 73(60)58(51), 1-85(84), 91(69)-1, 75 (75)-27, 60-0. Mark Allen (UK) bt Niu Zhuang (Chn) 88-5, 88(83)-7, 89(89)-0, 79(79)-18; John Higgins (Sco) bt Zhao Xintong (Chn) 6-85 (73), 18-82 (78), 77 (77)-8, 89 (88)-0, 67-62 (60), 38-66 (60), 94 (87)-16.



Levon Aronian will meet Vassily Ivanchuk in the quarterfinals of the chess World Cup, after both advanced to the last eight on Wednesday. Ivanchuk held Anish Giri following perpetual checks after 49 moves while Aronian battled for 97 moves to complete victory over Daniil Dubov. Ding Liren also advanced beating Wang Hao in 57 moves. The results: Pre-quarterfinals (Game two): Levon Aronian (Arm, 1.5) bt Danill Dubov (Rus, 0.5); Anish Giri (Ned, 0.5) drew with Vassily Ivanchuk (Ukr, 1.5); Alexander Grischuk (Rus, 1) drew with Maxime Vachier-Lagrave (Fra, 1); Bu Xiangzhi (Chn, 1) drew with Peter Svidler (Rus, 1); Baadur Jobava (Geo, 1) drew with Wesley So (USA, 1); Ding Lirin (Chn, 1.5) bt Wang Hao (Chn, 0.5); Vladimir Fedoseev (Rus, 1) lost to Maxim Rodshtein (Isr, 1); Evgeniy Najer (Rus, 1) drew with Richard Rapport (Hun, 1).



‘Ultimately, it’s all about winning’ Shaun Murphy believes he is on track to realising his goals V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM VISAKHAPATNAM



Shaun Murphy is chasing a twin-target — to win the World championship again, and be the World No. 1. “I feel I have another 10 years to have a go at achieving these goals,” he says. “It is all about winning titles ultimately and I look at this on-going Indian Open (World-ranking tournament) as a huge event,” says the 35year-old Englishman. The 2005 World champion says it is always a nice feeling to be a World champion, especially when you read out the names of some



Shaun Murphy.



*



K.R. DEEPAK



of the greats of the sport. “The competition is so intense that you have to fight for every win. No one has a God-given right to win. Just



because you are Shaun, it doesn’t mean you have a right to win. You have to earn the title the hard way,” he adds. “Anthony Hamilton won a ranking tournament after being on the circuit for 26 long years. So, I feel it is a great honour to read my name in the list of World champions. Even if I don’t win another title, I will still be a happy man for I love snooker and nothing else.” Murphy says that Indians are essentially touch-artists on the green baize, unlike many other internationals who play the power game



hitting the cue ball really hard. “The Indians just caress the balls around so delicately and it is a different kind of challenge playing them,” says Murphy. He also says serious questions will crop up if cue sports is not included in the Olympics, considering some of the disciplines already there. Murphy adds that the Indian Open is one of the best organised events in the circuit, but poses a serious risk of not having a ‘home’ as it keeps moving from one city to the other.



https://t.me/yk_info CM YK



M ND-NDE



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



18 LIFE



NOIDA/DELHI



THE HINDU



THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2017



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



IN BRIEF



Pakistani writer makes it to Booker shortlist Arundhati Roy’s The Ministry of Utmost Happiness was not among the six �nalists for the top literary award Vidya Ram London



J.J. Abrams to take over delayed Star Wars LOS ANGELES



Filmmaker J.J. Abrams has been tapped to direct Star Wars: Episode IX after the departure of Colin Trevorrow, Lucasfilm has announced. Disney later announced that Episode IX, originally scheduled to hit theatres on May 24, 2019, will now be released on December 20 of that year. AFP



Wilson wins $3.6 mn in defamation case



A tale on the global migration crisis by Pakistani author Mohsin Hamid has made it to the Man Booker Prize shortlist, alongside works by American authors Paul Auster (4321), Emily Fridlund (History of Wolves) and George Saunders (Lincoln in the Bardo), and British authors Ali Smith (Autumn) and Fiona Mozley (Elmet). The Ministry of Utmost Happiness, Arundhati Roy’s first novel in 20 years, that was on the Booker longlist is out of the race. The judges lauded Mr. Hamid’s “emotionally intelligent, clear, crisp” Exit West. The protagonists were two of the “many millions of people ready to sacrifice what they have for what they might gain, even as they recognise



what they’re losing”, said Baroness Lola Young, head of the judging panel. The six judges said the process of whittling down the longlist of 13 books to the shortlist of six had been a very difficult but interesting process. “There were robust discussions,” Baroness Young said, with another judge good humouredly quipping that there had been “fighting” before a final list could be agreed upon.



Both old and new The authors who made it to the shortlist include some of literature’s biggest names alongside newcomers such as Ms. Mozley, whose powerful book on a family’s struggle to “retain its self-sufficiency as the old ways succumb to the bland greed of the new normality” made it a “timeless” and “timely” tale



Clear and crisp: Mohsin Hamid. in the view of the judges. All six books addressed “an issue of our time, not necessarily in a political fashion…all six are innovative... they are books about the world as it goes on and they are all looking at the world through different lenses to



*



REUTERS/MAN BOOKER



tell us something,” said Lila Azam Zanganeh, one of the judges. When asked what had kept Ms. Roy’s book off the shortlist, the judges said it was not about the books that hadn’t made it to the list but about the strengths of those that had.



The judges were also asked if the fact that three U.S. authors had made it to the list of six suggested that fears about the list becoming too Americanised were grounded. Baroness Young said the panel had judged the books purely on their own terms. “We make judgements not based on anyone’s nationality, or gender but what is written on those pages,” she added. “We have done the job we were asked to do.” From its inception, the prize was only open to Commonwealth, Irish, and South African, and, later, Zimbabwean citizens; in 2014, the eligibility was widened to writers of any English language novel. Three South Asian writers — Ms. Roy, Mr. Hamid and Kamila Shamsie — had made it to the longlist announced



in July. At the time, the judges described The Ministry of Utmost Happiness, which made the longlist twenty years after Ms. Roy’s The God of Small Things won the award, as a “rich and vital book” that came from the “bowels of India”.



Migration in focus Born in Lahore, Mr. Hamid is the author of three other novels, Moth Smoke, The Reluctant Fundamentalist and How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia, as well as a collection of essays Discontent and Its Civilizations. “Yes, I’m pro-migrant,” he told NPR earlier this year. “I personally tend to believe that there is a right to migration in the same way there is a right to love whom you like, to believe what you believe, and to say what you want to say.”



Israel gets WW II documents Associated Press Buenos Aires



Argentina has given Israel thousands of documents from the Second World War during a visit by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The digital documents delivered by Argentina’s President Mauricio Macri include nearly 1,40,000 secret files and photographs from 1939-1950. They include letters, telegrams and reports that were digitised by Argentina and the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington. “We have delivered these digitalized historical documents about the Holocaust so that the state of Israel can make sure that they are investigated,” Mr. Macri said, handing over a box of five hard drives.



SYDNEY



Hollywood actor Rebel Wilson won $3.6 million (₹23 crore) in damages in a lengthy defamation case settled on Wednesday. The 37-year-old Pitch Perfect star successfully sued Bauer Media over magazine articles which claimed she had lied about her age and background to further her acting career. AFP
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Space odyssey



Japanese �rm plans to o�er ‘drive-through’ funeral service Will give in�rm relatives the chance to pay their respects Agence France-Presse Tokyo



Harrison Ford directs tra�c in New York City LOS ANGELES



Veteran actor Harrison Ford was recently spotted directing New York City traffic after his car got stuck in a jam around the Midtown tunnel. The incident was caught on a video, which was later shared by TMZ. The star was seen standing at the intersection, shouting directions at a couple of vehicles blocking his car. PTI



Great heights: U.S. astronauts Mark Vande Hei, top, Joseph Acaba, centre, and Russian cosmonaut Alexander Misurkin before their launch at the Baikonur cosmodrome in Kazakhstan on Wednesay. The trio have reached the International Space Station. AP *



A Japanese funeral parlour is set to offer relatives the chance to pay their final respects to deceased loved ones without leaving the comfort of their cars. The firm claims that the “drive-through” service is a first in Japan, where a rapidly ageing population means funerals are anything but a dying trade. Elderly mourners can register their names on a touchscreen tablet device and make a traditional offering of incense just by rolling down a car window — a process relayed to screens inside the venue for the grieving funeral host to watch. The initiative aims to



people may < > Older hesitate to attend a funeral as they have to ask for help to get out of the car Masao Ogiwara



speed up funeral services and also to give infirm relatives the chance to participate, said the firm’s president Masao Ogiwara. “Older people may hesitate to attend a funeral because they have to ask for help to get out of the car,” said Mr. Ogiwara. “But we want as many people as possible to be able to come to say farewell to their friends or neighbours,” he said. It usually takes at least 15



minutes for someone in a wheelchair to offer incense at the altar during a traditional Japanese funeral ceremony. Mr. Ogiwara said the time is cut down to just a few minutes by the service, which the Kankon Sosai Aichi Group in the central Nagano prefecture expects to offer from December. With a high average life expectancy, Japan is on the verge of becoming the first “ultra-aged” country in the world, meaning that 28 percent of people are aged 65 or above. The latest government report shows that 27.3% of a population of 127 million — one in four people — are aged 65 or older.



UGC’s approved journal list has 111 more predatory journals Directory of Open Access Journals �ags them for “suspected editorial misconduct” R. Prasad Srinivasan Ramani Chennai



The University Grants Commission’s (UGC) approved list of journals or white list appears more grey than white. In June this year, the UGC released a revised list of 33,112 approved journals in which university/college faculty and students may publish papers. It has now come to light that UGC’s revised list contains 111 potential predatory or fraudulent journals. Last week, The Hindu reported that the revised list contains 84 predatory journals that are found in librarian Jeffrey Beall’s (University of Colorado, Denver) list of “potential, possible, or probable” predatory journals, bringing the total to 195. The journals from the UGC white list (45,925, including inactive journals at ugc.ac.in) were “web-



scraped” and individually “string-matched” with the list of journals in the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) flagged as “suspected editorial misconduct by publisher”. Earlier, the same list was compared with Mr. Beall’s list. An exact string match between the names of journals in the lists was taken as the criteria to flag the journal as predatory. Of the 586 journals that the DOAJ had recently removed from its directory on grounds of “suspected editorial misconduct by publisher”, the UGC list contains 114. Three of the 114 journals have an overlap with Mr. Beall’s list. By all accounts, the probability of the revised list containing more predatory journals cannot be ruled out. For instance, the UGC list has included some journals, which have all the tell-tale signs of predatory journals.



They are neither found in Mr. Beall’s list nor are they among the DOAJ’s rejected journals.



Malpractices aplenty A few of the predatory journals that have been removed from the DOAJ database want the authors to assign copyright to the journals, which goes against the grain of open access, while a few others offer an e-certificate to authors of published papers and a hard copy of the certificate for a fee. One journal also offers authors a unique payment option — by paying a registration fee of ₹3,000, authors will be allowed to publish multiple articles without paying any article processing charge. Most journals have fake impact factors (an indicator of importance of the journal in the field). In a sting operation in late 2012, a “mundane paper with grave errors” was sent



to 167 journals included in the DOAJ database and 121 from Mr. Beall’s list. While 82% publishers in Mr. Beall’s list accepted the questionable paper, nearly 45% of DOAJ publishers did not reject the paper. About six months after the results of the sting operation were published in October 2013 in the journal Science, the DOAJ began its mammoth exercise of removing the bad apples. The DOAJ has cleaned up its database by removing nearly 3,800 journals. Following the introduction of new criteria for listing in March 2014, DOAJ has received 1,600 applications from Open Access journal publishers in India, which is the “highest number” in the world. But of the 1,600, only 4% (74) were from genuine journal publishers and accepted for inclusion in the DOAJ directory.



A robot ‘conductor’ steals the show Two mechanical arms were the centre of attention at a concert in Pisa stand, however: It sits on a pedestal that gives it the support it needs to move its long arms. It’s not a particularly friendly looking robot, and Mr. Colombini acknowledged that they did not get on at first.



Agence France-Presse Pisa



Italian tenor Andrea Bocelli’s voice soars to the rafters of the Tuscan theatre, but all eyes are on the orchestral conductor beside him — a robot with an apparent penchant for Verdi. The concert in the heart of Pisa is a world first, with two mechanical “arms” conducting live music at the grand finale of the first International Festival of Robotics. The Swiss-designed YuMi sweeps its baton skywards with one hand, while the other curves around in a caress that spurs on the strings as the operatic La Donna E’ Mobile reaches its climax. But music lovers beware: CM YK



Handy robot: Conductor Andrea Colombini rehearsing with humanoid Yumi. AFP *



YuMi can conduct set pieces, but cannot improvise, react or interact with the musicians. “It was extremely difficult to train,” says Andrea Colombini, the conductor of the Lucca Philharmonic Orches-



tra. YuMi, designed by robotics leader ABB, was taught to mimic Mr. Colombini’s gestures. “YuMi is extremely flexible and its arms have the same mobility as mine,” he said. The humanoid does not



Meticulous training “It was not love at first sight...It took a long time ,” he said. “Training YuMi to perform six minutes of music “took 17 hours of work.” American violinist Brad Repp, who took part in the concert, said, “There’s not much room unfortunately for improvisation, you have to go with the robot. “It’s a cool effect... but there’s no way this could be the future,” Mr. Repp added.



https://t.me/yk_info M ND-NDE
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No relief for Ryan o�cial



Security o�cer shot dead



Of blood and gore



There are birds here



A Sohna court has remanded the regional head of Ryan International School to police custody for 3 days Page 2



A 55-year-old Assistant Security Officer with APMC was murdered in Azadpur Mandi Page 3



Actor Tisca Chopra talks about her upcoming �lm based on Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus Page 4



As Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake glides to Indian, director Anatoliy Kazatskiy tells us what’s in store Page 4
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IN BRIEF



Turn of fortunes for NSUI in DU politics Organisation clinches top posts after four years; Rocky wins presidential race days after facing uncertainty over candidature



Youth disillusioned with BJP, says Cong



Shinjini Ghosh NEW DELHI



Youth held for shooting at minor kabaddi player NEW DELHI



A 22-year-old has been arrested for allegedly shooting at a minor kabaddi player on Sunday, the police said on Wednesday. The 17-year-old player has been admitted to a hospital and is still undergoing treatment. Amit alias Kannu, a resident of Ambedkar Nagar, was apprehended from a DDA Park in Madangir on Tuesday following a tip-o�. The police said he is an active member of the Gaurav Jhareda gang. CITY



A PAGE 3
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Govt to give more teeth to school cab policy NEW DELHI



Jolted into action by recent cases of crimes against school children across the national capital region, the Delhi government has decided to give more teeth to a decade-old policy aimed at regulating school cabs in the city. A senior government o�cial said that the School Cab Policy will be amended by the end of the year by a sub-committee. CITY



A PAGE 2



DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



23-year-old woman raped in a taxi NEW DELHI



A 30-year-old man has been arrested for allegedly raping a 23-year-old woman inside his taxi at a secluded place near the Red Fort on Tuesday. The accused was arrested within hours after a case was registered based on the victim’s complaint, the police said on Wednesday. The accused was identi�ed as Chunnu Kumar, a resident of Shastri Park. CITY A PAGE 3 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



Till Friday morning last week, there was no certainty if the National Students’ Union of India (NSUI) will be able to field its presidential candidate, Rocky Tuseed, whose nomination had been rejected by the DUSU Election Commissioner on “disciplinary grounds”. The organisation had even extended its support to an independent candidate, Alka, in case the Delhi High Court rejected its plea challenging the poll panel’s decision. In just five days since the court reinstated Mr. Tuseed’s nomination, the NSUI has witnessed a turn of fortunes it had been awaiting for four years. The students of Delhi University on Wednesday elected Mr. Tuseed as the new president of their union.



Nail-biting finish After a nail-biting counting session, the Delhi University Students’ Union (DUSU) panel looked interesting with two wins each for the Congress-affiliated NSUI and the RSS-affiliated Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP). The NSUI clinched the posts of president and vice-president, while ABVP candidates won the secretary and joint secretary posts. The first few rounds of the counting saw the ABVP comfortably ahead of the others. However, soon after, reports of the NSUI taking a lead started trickling in from the counting centre. By noon, one could see hundreds of NSUI members in celebratory mood. Cheering for their presidential candidate, the supporters chanted “Rocky Returns” outside the Police Lines, where the counting was still on. After reports of the NSUI



Says NSUI will move court for re-count Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



The Delhi Congress on Wednesday said that its students’ wing, the National Students’ Union of India (NSUI), winning two posts in the Delhi University Students’ Union (DUSU) elections showed that the youth was becoming disillusioned with the BJP. With Wednesday’s results, the NSUI staged a comeback in DUSU polls after four years. The RSSbacked students’ organisation Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) had been in majority in the DUSU since 2013. Congratulating the winning candidates, Delhi Congress president Ajay Maken said the NSUI would move court if need be to seek a re-count for the post of joint secretary, which the ABVP won with a margin of 342 votes.



All smiles: NSUI’s winning candidates Rocky Tuseed and Kunal Sehrawat with their supporters at a victory procession on the North Campus on Wednesday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR *



leading on three posts came in, the number of ABVP supporters at the counting centre started shrinking even as NSUI crowd swelled. with the final result a tie between the two groups, the ABVP supporters breathed a sigh of relief.



Controversies galore Over the past few months, the ABVP has found itself in the middle of a number of



controversies, including the violence at Ramjas College in February. Members of the ABVP were accused of vandalising the college and attacking students for organising a seminar where students and activists from JNU were invited as speakers. Also, weeks before the polls, reports of the ABVP spending ₹22 lakh of the assigned ₹26 lakh for the DUSU



budget on miscellaneous expenditure were doing the rounds. The NSUI said that the DUSU poll results reflected how the university students had lost faith in the ABVP, which had been in power for the last four terms. The organisation also alleged discrepancies in the counting of votes for the post of joint secretary and demanded the EC to carry out a recounting.



‘Cameras turned off ’ “During the counting of votes, we were informed unofficially that the NSUI had won three posts. Then the ABVP protested and asked for a re-count for joint secretary. Cameras were turned off during that re-count, so we demand a fair re-count that is recorded on video. Otherwise, we will move court,” said Mr. Maken. He added that the results showed that the “attempts” by the BJP and the Central government to influence the election had failed. “It is the first time that the DUSU elections were



held on a weekday [Tuesday]. The election was scheduled so students could be made to watch Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s speech on Monday,” said Mr. Maken, referring to the speech Mr. Modi gave on the 125th anniversary of Swami Vivekananda’s address to the World’s Parliament on Religions. The University Grants Commission had asked all universities to show the speech to students and teachers on Monday.



Rahul’s speech On the other hand, said Mr. Maken, Congress vice-president Rahul Gandhi’s speech to students at the University of California, Berkeley on Tuesday was “accepted” by DU students. Mr. Maken said that the nomination of the NSUI’s presidential candidate, Rocky Tuseed, had been “deliberately rejected”, but with the intervention of the High Court he was allowed to contest the election he eventually won. “The increasing percentage of votes to NSUI shows that the Congress’ support is increasing,” he said. Sweets distributed Meanwhile, the Delhi Congress office on Wednesday saw sweets being distributed and workers giving leaders bouquets of flowers to congratulate them. After its defeat in the 2013 Delhi Assembly elections, the party has not had a major electoral victory to celebrate.



NSUI ditched me, I still got lot of votes: Alka Independent candidate won 4,000 votes Damini Nath NEW DELHI



Alka — an independent candidate for Delhi University Students’ Union (DUSU) president post who for two days was the National Students’ Union of India’s (NSUI) choice when its own candidate’s nomination faced uncertainty — won over 4,000 votes on Wednesday. Ms. Alka, a second-year geography (honours) student at Shaheed Bhagat Singh College (evening), won 4,640 votes, coming in fourth to the winning NSUI candidate, Rocky Tuseed.



HC direction After Mr. Tuseed’s nomination was rejected on September 6, the Congresslinked NSUI supported Ms. Alka, who had filed her nomination as an independent candidate. But, after the High Court on September 8 allowed Mr. Tuseed’s nomination, the NSUI dropped its support for Ms. Alka. “They ditched me at the last minute. I was made other offers by the NSUI and other parties, but I chose to



Alka remain independent. I wanted to show girls that we can also fight,” she said. She added that she would not consider joining the NSUI in the future, but had not decided about other student organisations. “I had to show that I have some self respect,” she said, adding that she would look for other ways to work for DU students. A senior leader in the Delhi Congress said the “confusion” with the support given to Ms. Alka may have cost the NSUI some votes, as her ballot number had been advertised for two days. Mr. Tuseed only campaigned for one day before the election on Tuesday.



Mayor removes posters Press Trust of India New Delhi



The DU students’ union elections' posters pasted on public walls has drawn the ire of the South Delhi Mayor, who warned on Wednesday that legal action would be taken against offenders if such acts are repeated. South Delhi Mayor Kamaljeet Sehrawat exCM YK



pressed “deep concern” over such acts of defacement of roadside structures and flyovers, and took the lead and herself removed them. Issuing a stern warning, Ms. Sehrawat said, “There should be no such repetition. Legal action will be taken against persons found involved in such acts.”



A psychological boost for Cong DUSU win o�ers party a chance to show it is still in contention and can strike back Congress's fortunes in Delhi and elsewhere began to fall sharply, with allegations of corruption and large protests on the streets of the capital. Social activist Anna Hazare had caught the people's imagination here just a year earlier. In December 2012, protests against the Delhi gang rape had rocked the city.



Vikas Pathak NEW DELHI



The results of the Delhi University Students' Union elections may technically be a tie, but it has come as a psychological boost for the Congress's student wing -the National Students’ Union of India. The NSUI has bagged the president post for the first time after 2012, when its candidate Arun Hooda had won it with a margin of 5,465 votes. The post has been with the RSS-affiliated Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad since 2012. The victory margins are instructive.



Improved vote count Last year, ABVP's Amit Tanwar had defeated NSUI's Nikhil Yadav in the presidential contest by 4,680 votes. This time, the NSUI's presidential candidate won by 1,590 votes, bagging 16,299 votes. Last year, the NSUI's presidential candidate got 11,677 votes, meaning the organisation improved its showing on this post by close to 5,000 votes. On the vice-presidential



Having a blast: Supporters of NSUI celebrate outside 10 Janpath after their candidates' win on Wednesday. PTI *



post, the NSUI got about 3,000 more votes than last time. Even on the joint secretary post that it lost, the NSUI got more than 16,000 votes, just like last time, when it had won the post. While some former DU student activists say candidate selection has been a crucial factor in the NSUI's revival, they agree it is a symbolic and psychological victory. One, the sheer size and diversity of DU – about 80



colleges and above 1.3-lakh students coming from all over India – makes the university a microcosm of India, particularly of the young, aspirational middle class in the country. The victory here offers the Congress the chance to show it is not out of contention and can strike back.



https://t.me/yk_info



Enthused rank and file Secondly, 2012, the year after which the NSUI’s performance dipped, also marked a time when the



Shot in the arm Given this context, the DU victory does come as a shot in the arm that can enthuse the rank and file of the NSUI and the Congress. “It is a historic victory. The abrasive political style of the ABVP has been rejected. It is also a rejection of saffronisation of education. Students have shown they again prefer the NSUI,” said former DUSU president from NSUI, Narinder Tokas. The ABVP activists, however, said that the NSUI had won the top post by fielding a dummy candidate, who campaigned as if he was the official candidate. They claim this candidate got more than 3,000 votes.



NOTA sees 12,000 more votes this year Students disappointed with choices?



Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



The disillusionment that several Delhi University students have with the culture of the DUSU election came to the fore with as many as 29,765 students using the None of the Above (NOTA) option in all four posts combined in the DUSU election.



Outpolls candidate With 9,028 votes, the NOTA was the third most-voted option for the joint secretary’s post, amounting to more votes than that received by AISA's candidate. In the presidential panel, AISA’s candidate secured fourth



place with 4,895 votes, short of 5,162 votes that NOTA secured. The NOTA option was introduced last year and 17,712 voters used the option of rejecting all the candidates contesting the 2016 polls. The highest NOTA count last year was for the post of secretary with 5,616 votes. Several students stay away from voting in the DUSU election as they do not want to vote for any of the candidates. However, with the introduction of NOTA, students have the choice to reject all the candidates nominated by various partie B ND-NDE
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Noida o�cials meet to plan out delivery of �ats NOIDA



Ryan school’s regional head sent to 3-day police custody Sohna court remands another senior o�cial in judicial custody till September 18 Ashok Kumar GURUGRAM



A day after Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath told the Noida and Greater Noida Authorities to hand over 50,000 residential units to home buyers at the earliest, officials met on Wednesday to formulate an action plan to deliver the flats. They will also meet the builders on Saturday to understand their issues. “We have started working on a plan,” said a senior government official. STAFF REPORTER



PMLA case: Custody of J-K separatist extended NEW DELHI



A Delhi court on Wednesday extended the judicial custody of Kashmiri separatist leader Shabir Shah and alleged hawala dealer Mohammad Aslam Wani by two weeks in a decade-old money laundering case. Shah was arrested on July 26, a day after several Hurriyat leaders were taken into custody in a case of alleged terror funding in the Valley. The arrests were made in connection with a August 2005 case when police nabbed Wani, claiming that ₹63 lakh was recovered from the alleged hawala leader, out of which ₹52 lakh was allegedly meant for Shah. PTI



Delhi achieves 50% greening target NEW DELHI



About 50% of the target for plantation of trees for this financial year has been achieved by agencies in Delhi, the Environment and Forest Department said on Wednesday. All agencies have a combined target to plant 11,60,300 trees and 10 lakh shrubs in 2017-18. The Forest Department said that another 10% will be achieved in September. STAFF REPORTER



A local court in Sohna has remanded the regional head of Ryan International School in police custody for three days and sent the head of the Human Resource Department of the institution to judicial custody till September 18. The two were produced before the court after their twoday police remand, in connection with the murder of a seven-year-old student in the Bhondsi branch of the school, ended on Wednesday. The duo were produced in the court of Judicial Magistrate M. Z. Khan around 4 p.m. amid huge police and media presence.



In trouble: Regional head of Ryan International School Francis Thomas in Sohna court on Wednesday. MANOJ KUMAR *



orders of the Supreme Court, Punjab and Haryana High Court, Central Board of Secondary Education and the Haryana government. The police said that they also need to recover accounts and documents to show diversion of funds meant for security of students. They further said that documents related to recent correspondence between the office of the accused in Vasnat Kunj and the school’s Mumbai headquarters with regards to safety of students were also to be recovered along with documents related to Income Tax returns of the management.



‘Must recover documents’ The two were arrested under Section 75 of the Juvenile Justice Act on Sunday after the police and civil administration found several security lapses in the school. Seeking further police remand for the school’s regional head, Francis Thomas, the Gurugram police said they need to recover documents related to expenditure made on security and safety measures of the students as per the



The police said that the remand of the accused was also required to know the names and roles of the trustees. The police also informed the court that the accused had helped them recover some of the documents during the two-day remand.



Next date September 18 In light of the arguments, the court remanded Francis to police custody till September 16. The HR head, Jeyus Thomas, has been sent to judicial custody till September 18. He will be produced along with murder accused Ashok Kumar at a Gurugram court



on September 18. Meanwhile, a four-member CBSE team and a Forensic Sciences Laboratory team from Rohtak visited the school on Wednesday. Commissioner of Police (Gurugram) Sandeep Khirwar said that the school’s gardener was quizzed and his statement recorded. The acting principal and former principal have also been interviewed and a few staff members also questioned. On providing security to students who are witness in the case, Mr. Khirwar said that there was no such request from them as of now. He also refused to comment on whether more arrests could be made in the case.



Protest outside school On Wednesday, around a hundred parents staged a protest outside Sector 31 branch of the school and demanded its closure as it did not meet required security parameters. The police later arranged a meeting between the parents and the principal and the matter was amicably sorted out after the school authorities agreed to work on their suggestions.



Boy’s father opposes anticipatory bail Argues that cold-blooded murder of his son falls under the ‘rarest of rare case’ Ryan International Group of Institutions. The father, through his advocate Sushil Tekriwal, told a single Bench of Justice A. S. Gadkari that he wanted to file an intervention opposing the bail pleas of the trustees. The plea said he opposes the petition by the trustees in the strongest possible words



Special Correspondent Mumbai



The father of the seven-yearold boy who was killed inside the premises of Ryan International School in Gurugram moved the Bombay High Court on Wednesday opposing the anticipatory bail sought by the CEO and founding chairman of the



as the case falls “under the rarest of rare case where a brutal and cruel homicide” has taken place on the campus of Ryan International School. Augustine Pinto, 73, who is the founding chairman and managing director of the school, his wife Grace Pinto, 62, and Ryan, the chairper-



son, moved the court on September 11, seeking transit anticipatory bail. On September 12, Justice Gadkari said: “This is only a case of transit remand. Let the accused go to the State where the crime took place and seek anticipatory bail there. The State can oppose it there.”



Accused o�cial moves SC to shift case outside Haryana Claims lawyers unwilling to represent institute’s employees Legal Correspondent NEW DELHI



The regional head of the Ryan Group moved the Supreme Court on Wednesday with a plea to shift the case of the murder of a seven-yearold boy, who was found dead at the Bhondsi branch of Ryan International School, outside Haryana. In an urgent mentioning before a Bench led by Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra, northern zone head of Ryan Group Francis Thomas, who was arrested on Monday in connection with the case, requested the apex court to transfer the murder case from a local court in Sohna. Senior advocate K.T.S.



Tulsi, appearing for Mr. Thomas, said the local Bar associations of Sohna and Gurugram had restrained its member lawyers from representing any accused in the case “thereby denying Mr. Thomas his fundamental right to access to justice and legal representation”. The matter will be heard on September 18.



Plea by victim’s father On September 8, the body of a seven-year-old boy was found in the school washroom with is throat slit open. The police has arrested 42year-old bus conductor Ashok Kumar for the murder. The victim’s father has



Paswan seeks fair probe into murder Special Correspondent



Staff Reporter New Delhi



Lieutenant-Governor Anil Baijal wrote to Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia on Wednesday asking the Delhi government to ensure that the security measures identified by the police are made part of the binding requirements for grants and continuation of recognition of schools.



‘Waive verification fee’ The L-G also directed the Delhi Police to waive verification charges for private schools, and said that all departments must work together to ensure a safe and secure environment for school children. Taking cognisance of



JNU seeks to axe gender sensitisation committee



what he termed were “unfortunate incidents of sexual assault” in schools in the national capital region, Mr. Baijal wrote to Mr. Sisodia emphasising the need to urgently formulate and enforce guidelines to ensure the safety of students.



Safety and security Earlier, the L-G had directed the Delhi Police to visit schools and advise them to implement safety and security measures. He had also asked the police to suggest measures that should be implemented by the schools. “The Delhi Police suggested important measures such as verification of security guards, support staff and



employees; employment of adequate number of security guards, preferably from exservicemen or authorised private security agencies registered under the Private Security Agencies Regulation Act; security and safety audit of schools; installation of CCTV cameras at suitable points; and proper illumination of dark spots,” the Raj Niwas said in a statement. According to the L-G’s office, Mr. Baijal suggested to Mr. Sisodia that the measures listed by the police and other stakeholders be made part of the binding requirements for grant and continuation of recognition of schools under the Delhi School Education Act and Rules.



Jatin Anand New Delhi



Jolted into action by recent cases of crimes against schoolchildren across the National Capital Region, the Delhi government has decided to give more teeth to a decade-old policy aimed at regulating school cabs. A senior government official said that the School Cab Policy, which came into force in 2007, will be amended by the end of the year by a subcommittee, to be headed by the Delhi Transport Department, tasked with framing the Delhi School Cab Rules 2017.



Police verification Sources in the department said that the move comes even as an estimated 100 buses attached with prominent city schools had been prosecuted over the last two days



New rules will have stricter penalties for overloaded school cabs. FILE PHOTO *



for failing to comply with basic legal conditions such as ensuring that those employed as bus conductors had valid drivers’ licenses. From provisions related to enforcing the maximum carrying capacity of private school cabs to stringent checks to ensure that police verification of drivers is done, the new rules will seek to put the onus of ensuring the
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Prayer for peace



Union Minister Ram Vilas Paswan spoke to Haryana Chief Minister M. L. Khattar on Wednesday and requested him to ensure justice for the brutal murder of a seven-year-old boy inside the premises of Ryan International School in Gurugram.



Ram Vilas Paswan



Meets boy’s family After meeting the victim’s family, who hail from Bihar, Mr. Paswan said that schools must have adequate security measures in place to ensure safety of students. “I have spoken to Mr. Khattar and he has assured me that if the family is not happy with the police’s probe within a week, the case would be handed over to the CBI,” the Minister told reporters.



He added that the victim’s father told him that the school management and its top officials should also be held accountable for the crime. “I have also spoken to HRD Minister Prakash Javedkar about security arrangements in schools. The schools have been directed to hire more women employees in all secondarylevel schools,” Mr. Paswan said.



Omar Rashid LUCKNOW



safety and security of children on school administrations, according to a source. “A committee will soon be formed to amend the existing policy and re-frame it in accordance with prevailing circumstances. The Transport Department has been directed to take up the exercise at the earliest,” said the source.



Illegal school cabs “Others on the panel would include representatives from the Education Department, and government and private schools. We expect the rules to be notified by the end of the year,” the source added. Permit conditions governing the operation of school cabs require that there carrying capacity be limited to oneand-a-half times the seating capacity declared in the registration certificate.



Jamia trying to suppress our voices, say students



Most such vehicles drive around packed with children, which is among the most common reasons behind prosecution, said a senior government official. Only a 1,000 such cabs exist on paper, but figures related to the prosecution of illegally plying school cabs in the Capital recorded by the Transport Department till last month revealed that nearly 1,800 cabs had been prosecuted for violations during a dedicated drive. As per figures from the department, 902 school cabs found plying illegally were impounded till late July while as many as 1,767 were issued fines for flouting permit conditions during the same period. In 2016, 874 such vehicles had been impounded while challans had been issued to 1,776.



Staff Reporter



Staff Reporter



NEW DELHI



New Delhi



The Jawaharlal Nehru University ( JNU) administration has informed the new JNU Students’ Union ( JNUSU) that it wants to replace the Gender Sensitization Committee Against Sexual Harassment (GSCASH) with an Internal Complaints Committee (ICC) and “therefore election to GSCASH, hereinafter called as ICC, should be kept on hold till further notice”. The administration said that the matter will be taken up in the Executive Council meeting on September 18. The JNUSU said the move was an attack on the autonomous character and democratic composition of GSCASH, and an attempt by the administration to replace the members with hand-picked ‘nominated’ members. “Such attempts to throttle GSCASH will be robustly rebuffed,” said the union.



Students of Jamia Milia Islamia University have alleged that the administration was ‘suppressing their voices’ by not allowing them to host events. Students said on Wednesday that they had organised a public meeting on ‘Shrinking Democratic Spaces in Universities’ where speakers such as Apoorva Anand, Saroj Giri, and A.K. Ramakrishna were invited. However, a day prior to the event, the students claimed they received an intimation from the Proctor, Dean of Students Welfare and the Security Advisor that the event could not be held as the speakers were not from within the university. Students claimed that this was an attempt to ‘suppress the students right to hold public meetings or free speech on university campus’.



In what seems to be an indication of declining interest in operating auto rickshaws, given the increasing popularity of cabs attached to aggregations services, only 9,700 applicants have submitted their documents for 10,000 auto permits to be allotted by the Delhi Transport Department. The department had issued a list of 11,227 eligible applicants who were asked to submit requisite documents for issuance of permits in their name at the Burari Transport Authority till September 10, but only 9,700 applicants turned up to submit their documents by the deadline. Auto union leaders lamented declining business allegedly due to the growing popularity of cab aggregators. “The cab aggregators have spoiled our business. They are operating without any registration and have taken a



CM YK



*



Directions issued U.P. Director-General of Police Sulkhan Singh has issued directives to the local police in this regard. All employees of schools — regular as well as contractual — security guards, grade-4 staff, canteen staff, and drivers, including those of private buses and vans, will have to undergo police verification. “Teachers and school staff will need to be issued identity cards, while those entering school premises to offer services (plumbers, carpenters and electricians) should be given temporary identity cards, the directions read. Schools have also been directed to install CCTVs at all important points. The entry of visitors and guardians will be closely monitored. Schools have been asked to maintain a register with full details, including the purpose of visit, of visitors and guardians, entering schools.In addition to this, schools have also been asked to ban unauthorised items and weapons in schools, and also been instructed to secure their premises with high walls and wires to prevent unlawful entry.



May indicate waning interest in autos



New Delhi



Against persecution: People o�er prayers before launching a protest march to the Myanmar Embassy to condemn the ongoing violence against Rohingyas in the country, in New Delhi on Wednesday. SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY



In the wake of the murder of a seven-year-old boy inside the premises of Ryan International School in Gurugram, the Uttar Pradesh Police have made it compulsory for private and government schools to conduct security verification of all staff and security personnel. The information related to these persons should also be secured in documents and electronic format, the police added.



Only 9,700 apply for 10,000 auto permits



Staff Reporter



https://t.me/yk_info



Schools must verify all employees: U.P. police



New Delhi



L-G asks govt to ensure schools Govt to give more teeth to school cab policy implement security measures New rules to be ready by year-end, will hold school o�cials responsible for safety ‘Make rules a requirement for grants, recognition of schools’



already moved the Supreme Court for transfer of the probe to the CBI. He has also asked the apex court to lay down safety guidelines making schools accountable for any untoward incidents involving students within the premises. The court has issued notices to the CBI, Centre, Haryana government and the CBSE on the plea. Two advocates have also separately moved the apex court for framing of “non-negotiable” child safety conditions and implementation of existing guidelines to protect school children from offences like sexual abuse and murder.



Over 11,000 were eligible for the permits. FILE PHOTO *



chunk of passengers who would otherwise use autos,” said Rajender Soni, general secretary of the Delhi Pradesh Autorickshaw Sangh.



‘Number to go down’ Services such as shared rides, offered by cab aggregators, are also narrowing opportunities for auto drivers, he added. A senior government official said that the number of applicants for auto permits was likely to go down further after screening of documents and possible rejections on grounds of either being incomplete or incorrect. B ND-NDE
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IN BRIEF



Boa scare shuts civic park in south Delhi



Security o�cer fatally shot at Azadpur Mandi Police scan CCTV footage but are yet to identify killer; victim was on night duty Hemani Bhandari



A municipal park in south Delhi’s Malviya Nagar was shut after a sand boa was reportedly sighted on the premises, the area councillor said on Wednesday. The reptile was first seen by local residents who brought it to the notice of ward councillor Nandini Sharma. She raised the issue in a meeting of the Standing Committee of the South Delhi civic body. PTI



New Delhi



NEW DELHI



The North Delhi civic body on Wednesday decided to hold elections to the post of chairperson and deputy chairperson of the Standing Committee on September 22, after nearly five months. The last date for filing nominations is September 18. The North Delhi Mayor said it will finally kick-start development work stuck because of reconstitution of zone boundaries. STAFF REPORTER



Woman, paramour held for killing her husband NEW DELHI



Five persons, including the victim’s wife, have been arrested for the murder of a 35-year-old man in northwest Delhi’s Bharat Nagar. The victim was allegedly killed by his wife and her paramour. STAFF REPORTER



Search on for missing man Staff Reporter



Staff Reporter



Investigation into the rape of a five-year-old girl inside a school in east Delhi last week would be transferred to the Crime Branch, the Delhi Police said on Wednesday.



A 55-year-old Assistant Security Officer with the Agriculture Produce Market Committee (APMC) was murdered by unidentified assailants on Wednesday morning in north-west Delhi’s Azadpur Mandi. Sumer Singh, a resident of Nangloi and a native of Haryana, was shot dead around 6 a.m. near shed number 5 inside the Mandi premises. The police have scanned the CCTV footage but are yet to identify the killer.



Blind spot “We have CCTV footage from the area but the spot where it happened wasn’t covered by the camera. We are investigating all possible angles, including robbery attempt, personal enmity and provocation, among others,” said Deputy Commissioner of Police (north-west) Milind Mahadeo Dumbere. Mr. Singh, who was on night duty for the past two years, was about to leave for home around 6 a.m. when he was found unconscious by a few people from the Mandi. “He had called a security officer around 5.45 a.m. asking him to come and take care of a jam near shed number 5. When a few people came at 6.05 a.m., they found him lying on the path. He was taken to a hospital in Haiderpur, where he was de-



Crime scene: Sumer Singh (inset), a 55-year-old Assistant Security O�cer with the Agriculture Produce Market Committee, was murdered on Wednesday morning in north-west Delhi’s Azadpur Mandi. HEMANI BHANDARI, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT clared brought dead,” said Rahul Dahiya, the victim’s family friend.



Motive unclear “A few days ago he had caught some thieves and handed them over to the police. He also had a reputation for being bold, which didn’t go down well with many senior officials. There’s also a possibility of some transporter taking revenge for various reasons because he was an honest man,” said Mr. Dahiya. The grieving family said Mr. Singh was a nationallevel wrestler who had won three medals and several certificates. “He was so good that he



Taxi driver held for rape near Red Fort He was arrested within hours of crime lied to her saying < > He her train had been



Staff Reporter New Delhi



A 30-year-old man has been arrested for allegedly raping a 23-year-old woman inside his taxi at a secluded place near the Red Fort on Tuesday. The accused was arrested within hours after a case was registered based on the victim’s complaint, the police said on Wednesday.



Railway station Chunnu Kumar, a resident of Shastri Park, was arrested for allegedly duping the victim on pretext of dropping her to the bus stand in his private cab from New Delhi railway station. The victim allegedly wanted to go to Ludhiana. According to the police, the victim reached New Delhi railway station from her brother’s house in Noida around 11 p.m. on Monday. Waiting room Her train to Ludhiana was scheduled for 4.30 a.m. on Tuesday and she decided to sit in the waiting room. Around 2 a.m., she exited



Notification “We received a notification that the case is to be transferred to the Crime Branch from the district police in the evening. The case will now be investigated by our team,” said Joint Commissioner of Police (Crime Branch) Praveer Ranjan. The Class I student of a private school in Gandhi Nagar was allegedly raped



by a school peon on September 9. The incident came a day after a seven-year-old boy was allegedly murdered inside Ryan International School in Gurugram by a bus conductor.



‘Parents harassed’ Earlier on Wednesday, Delhi Health and Home Minister Satyendar Jain received a complaint through Gandhi Nagar MLA Anil Kumar Bajpai that the victim’s parents had been harassed by the school authorities and the local police. As per the complaint, the victim’s parents were called to the local police



station many times. Mr. Jain had asked for the probe to be handed over to the Crime Branch in order to make sure the investigation was impartial, said a senior government official. The police, however, said they had been cooperating with the victim and her family.



‘Part of protocol’ “They’ve been called to the police station only a few times as part of the protocol; for identification of accused and reconstruction of the incident. We’ve called them as per their convenience,” said Deputy Commissioner of Police (Shahdara) Nupur Prasad.



*



Noida



A 22-year-old who had gone to attend a music concert in Noida on September 8 is still missing five days later, the police said on Wednesday. The Greater Noida police have lodged an FIR and started search operations. A senior officer said Manipur resident Pravish Chanam had arrived in New Delhi on September 7 and stayed with a friend that night. He was scheduled to attend a concert by The Chainsmokers in Noida the following day. After he went missing on September 8, his brother filed a complaint at Knowledge Park police station in Gautam Budh Nagar’s Noida the next day. “Based on a complaint by the family, an FIR was lodged and a manhunt started,” a police officer said, adding that CCTV footage from the concert venue entrance shows a person being escorted by an unidentified woman but the family is unsure if it is him. “We are scanning CCTV footage from nearby areas for leads,” the officer said, adding that he was last seen by friends around 9.30 p.m. on September 8.



A 5-year-old was raped in an east Delhi school last week New Delhi



NEW DELHI



North body standing panel polls on Sept 22



Gandhi Nagar rape probe handed over to Crime Branch



cancelled and that she could only get her ticket cancelled at 8 a.m. Then, he o�ered to drop her o� at a bus stand so that she could go to Ludhiana by bus Jatin Narwal Deputy Commissioner of Police (north)



the waiting room and saw the accused, who introduced himself as taxi driver. “He sat with her on the bench and lied to her saying that her train had been cancelled. As the woman started to walk towards the ticket counter, the accused took the ticket saying it would get cancelled only at 8 a.m. Then, he offered to drop her off at a bus stand so that she could travel to Ludhiana by bus,” said Deputy Commissioner of Police (north) Jatin Narwal. The accused allegedly took her to Jublee Park near the Red Fort and allegedly raped her before dropping her at Old Delhi railway station.



got the job through sports quota,” added the family friend. The APMC staff members expressed anger over Mr. Singh’s murder and staged a protest demanding more security and a separate police station for Azadpur Mandi within the premises. The members had protested last month for 15 days demanding increased security.



Demand for security “There are six gates and CCTV cameras are only installed at the gates. Some of the CCTV cameras don’t even work. Over two lakh people come and go every day but only 20 police officers are tasked with the se-



curity of this place. Every now and then there is a theft or robbery and people are attacked. We really need more police presence in the area,” said Anil Malhotra, an elected member of the APMC committee.



Ex gratia of ₹10 lakh Meanwhile, the Delhi government announced ex gratia of ₹10 lakh for Mr. Singh’s family. “We have asked the Delhi Police for speedy investigation and Development Minister Gopal Rai has announced ₹10 lakh to be given to his family,” the government said in a release. Mr. Singh is survived by his wife and two children, a son (25) and a daughter (22).



DCW sets up panel to ban sale of acid Will also look into rehab of victims Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



The Delhi Commission for Women (DCW) on Wednesday set up an expert committee for banning the sale of acid in the Capital. The panel will also look into the rehabilitation of acid attack victims.



Youth held for shooting at minor kabaddi player during argument The 17-year-old player is still undergoing treatment A 22-year-old has been arrested for allegedly shooting at a minor kabaddi player on Sunday, the police said on Wednesday. The 17-year-old player, who was admitted to a hospital, is still undergoing treatment.



Member of gang Amit alias Kannu, a resident of Ambedkar Nagar, was apprehended from a DDA park in Madangir on Tuesday following a tip-off. The police said he is an active member of the Gaurav Jhareda gang. During interrogation, Amit told the police that his associate, who is a juvenile, and he got enraged during an argument over scores of



Apex court instructions The DCW said in a statement, “The committee will research on compliance of various instructions issued by the Supreme Court and governments to prevent the sale of acid. The committee will also prepare a model programme for rehabilitation of attack victims and device strategies to bring them into the mainstream.” The Commission said a legislation banning the sale of acid will also be formulated by the committee.



Amit was arrested on Tuesday following a tip-o�. *



SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



the team they were supporting and the victim’s team. “He told the police that an



Country-made pistol The police claim to have recovered two live cartridges and a country-made pistol, later found to be the weapon used in commission of the crime. “We are looking for the juvenile and further investigation in underway,” said Mr. Baaniya.



SDMC to beautify markets Work in 70 markets scheduled to be completed by Sept 30 Staff Reporter



11-member panel The 11-member committee will comprise police officers, lawyers and officials from various government departments, the DCW said, adding that the panel will be led by senior Supreme Court lawyer Rebecca John.



argument broke out between the two teams, following which the juvenile and he intervened and started abusing the teenager and his team. When the victim raised his voice, Amit’s associate shot at him. One shot hit the player in the head, even as the duo fled after firing three shots in the air,” said Deputy Commissioner of Police (south-east) Romil Baaniya.



Staff Reporter New Delhi



New Delhi



Delhi Commission for Women chairperson Swati Maliwal with an acid attack survivour. *



FILE PHOTO



“The committee will also study best practices and policies devised in the country or abroad for rehabilitation of the victims,” read the statement.



Report inthree months DCW chairperson Swati Maliwal added, “The committee will comprise various experts who have been working on these issues for quite some time. It is expected to give us a report inthree months. After studying the report, the Commission will send its recommendations to the government.”



Delhi Mayor South Kamaljeet Sehrawat on Wednesday said the South Delhi Municipal Corporation (SDMC) is all set to beautify all 278 notified markets under its jurisdiction. “Under the first phase, work has been taken up in 70 markets. Of these, 20 each fall in central, south and west zones of the SDMC, whereas 10 are in the Najafgarh zone. The beautification of these 70 markets is scheduled to be completed by September 30,” said SDMC Commissioner Puneet Goel. The SDMC area is divided into four zones — central, south, west and Najafgarh. All upscale markets receiving heavy footfall will be redeveloped. “The SDMC has a number



of reputed markets under its jurisdiction. Hence, these deserve the best street furniture and amenities for customers and citizens,” the Mayor said, adding that the civic body is keen to make the markets more modern and friendly for customers and citizens.



‘On a war footing’ Officials said the beautification exercise is being carried out on a “war footing” to ensure a comprehensive makeover of these commercial places at the earliest. “Work on beautification of the remaining 208 markets will begin very soon. The SDMC has decided to ensure completion of works related to the beautification of these markets by March 31, 2018,” the SDMC Commissioner added. The SDMC said it intends to become a role model in



the field of beautification of markets. “Street furniture of international standard will be provided in the markets to ensure convenience and satisfaction for visitors. We intend to turn our markets into hubs of trade and services,” the Mayor added.



Uniform signboards The departments concerned have been told to impress upon traders to install uniform signboards to lend a better look to the markets, the SDMC said. As part of the drive, boundary walls will be built, keeping in view the need for safety and security of customers and traders, public toilets will be maintained to keep them in better working condition, and footpaths will be repaired. The SDMC also plans to add green spaces in the markets.



Step up drive against encroachment: L-G to agencies Tender to co-brand 18 metro stations Baijal apprised of action taken to remove roadblocks on 29 major tra�c corridors in the Capital ors as per the Motor Vehicle Act as well as the Delhi Municipal Corporation (DMC) Act. Mr. Baijal directed Special Commissioner of Police (Traffic) to start an awareness campaign regarding unauthorised parking and encroachment on roads from Thursday so that people are made aware of challans and fines which they will have to pay in case of violations.



Staff Reporter New Delhi



Lieutenant-Governor Anil Baijal chaired a meeting at the Raj Niwas to review the status of action for removal of major encroachments and roadblocks on 29 major traffic corridors and road stretches in Delhi on Wednesday. Mr. Baijal also directed the municipal bodies and the Traffic Police to carry out joint drives in each zone under their respective jurisdiction.



August 17 meeting The meeting was attended by Delhi Urban Development Minister Satyendar Jain, the Chief Secretary, the Principal Secretary (Home), the Special Commissioner of Police (Traffic), the New Delhi Municipal Council Commissioner, the municipal Commissioners, Commissioner (Transport) and other officials. “The meeting started with CM YK



Joint e�ort: The L-G also directed the municipal bodies and the tra�c police to carry out joint drives in each zone under their respective jurisdiction. FILE PHOTO: V.V. KRISHNAN *



a review of the action points of the previous meeting held at the Raj Niwas on August 17. The L-G was apprised of action taken by the agencies and stakeholders concerned regarding removal of encroachments and roadblocks in the identified 29 stretches,” the Raj Niwas said in a statement.



At the outset, according to the Raj Niwas, the L-G directed the municipal bodies and the Traffic Police to carry out joint drives in each zone of the Delhi Municipal Corporations.



Fine on violators It was decided that fines shall be imposed on violat-



NGT order “An intensive challan drive will start from September 18. It was apprised that such challans based on the weight of the articles seized [under DMC Act], and based on the orders of the National Green Tribunal will be a deterrent in nature,” the Raj Niwas said. The L-G, according to the Raj Niwas, emphasised the need for and directed all stakeholders to ensure that all types of permanent, temporary, built-up and nonbuilt-up encroachments are



removed from these 29 identified stretches, as mandated by the Delhi High Court.



Category-B corridors Further, action for decongestion of category-B traffic corridors identified by the task forces shall also be initiated from October 1, 2017, as per the L-G’s directions, even as the Traffic Police was directed to strictly enforce the policy of no-parking on the declared stretches as per law. “The L-G emphasised that all agencies concerned and their officers should ensure that places which are made encroachment-free should not be re-encroached. He also stated that removal of encroachment shall be the responsibility of the respective municipal corporations as laid down in the statute and he also directed that all the Municipal Commissioners submit weekly report regarding the same,” the statement added.



https://t.me/yk_info



DMRC has partially �nished co-branding at 15 stations Staff Reporter New Delhi



The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) has floated tenders for co-branding 18 metro stations on various lines to increase revenue.



Naming rights The DMRC has already partially completed the process of co-branding 15 stations by auctioning the naming rights to companies and public sector undertakings. The highest bidders for seminaming rights get to prefix



the name of their company or organisation with the metro station’s name. This would be similar to the names of stations on Gurugram’s Rapid Metro line, like Vodafone Belvedere Tower station. Most stations that have been partially renamed or co-branded are in the neighbouring States, but now it will be done at more stations in Delhi. The DMRC has already completed the process of cobranding in the case of 15 stations, where ITO became



JK Tyre ITO, MG Road became Syska MG Road, and Noida Sector 18 became Wave Noida Sector 18. The process is underway at Green Park and Noida Sector 15 metro stations. The metro has tweaked its policy on semi-naming rights by offering the option for under-construction stations as well. The new tender will bring alterations in the names of Dwarka Sectors 14 and 12, Golf Course, Rajendra Nagar, and Bhikaji Cama Place metro stations.



DELHI TODAY Exhibition: ‘Divine Bliss’ - A solo show of acrylic paintings by artist Dilraj Kaur at IHC. Exhibition: ‘Chandni Chowk Through the eyes of an artist’ - A photography exhibition by Gurdeep Dhiman at IHC. Culture: Solo Odissi dance recital by Ananya Mukherjee, a disciple of Giridhari Nayak at IHC at 7 p.m. (Mail your listings for this column at [email protected]) B ND-NDE
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IN BRIEF



There are birds here As Tchaikovsky’s Swan Lake glides to the Indian shore for the �rst time, director Anatoliy Kazatskiy tells us what’s in store Anuradha Vellat



Potter fan Actor Darsheel Safary surprised his fans when he appeared as the face of The Harry Potter Film Series at a function in Delhi. Taking viewers on this magical adventure, Darsheel, a die-hard Harry Potter fan, said, “Like any other kid, I have been a huge fan of the Harry Potter series since childhood. Everyone should experience this one-of-a-kind magical extravaganza on & pictures. There was a time in school when I would enact casting spells with my pencils and wooden sticks. All actors have a dream role and mine is my childhood dream of being a part of a wizardry school. I really admire the chemistry between the three friends – Harry, Ron and Hermoine and hope that someday Harry Potter is made in India and I get to play Harry’s character.” The actor, who has been a sensation since his debut in Taare Zameen Par, interacted with the city kids and shared who are his favourite characters in the film series.



Women empowerment The regional edition of the international Women Economic Forum (WEF), was hosted at Vivanta by TajDwarka recently. Hosted by The Taj Group of hotels, WEF brought together women leaders and achievers from all walks of life. The discussions revolved around “Innovating for Wealth & Wellness- at personal and national level”. Over 300 leaders and entrepreneurs shared their expertise in a number of workshops and sessions.



A remote acquaintance with the world of ballet means that the person has stumbled upon a creation that is Swan Lake. One deliberately calls it a creation and not a production. It was composed by Pytor Ilyich Tchaikovsky, a Russian composer from the romantic era. An epic in its own way, Swan Lake is to the ballet world what Mahabharat is to the Indian classical dances. For those unfamiliar with this, try remembering the unerring and surreal Natalie Portman in Black Swan. The film showed us layers of human behaviour and emotions through one single choreography. But unlike the film, Swan Lake has nothing from the 21st Century. In fact, it was composed and staged for the first time in 1875. But one can say that it was light years ahead of its time. Over 140 years later, Swan Lake finally finds its way to India in the coming week. The lead Swans would be played by ace ballerina Kozachenko Kateryna and the show is directed by Anatoliy Kazatskiy. Kazatskiy is a renowned ballerino, the director and producer of Royal Russian Ballet and a disciple of the celebrated Mikhail Satunovskiy. In an e-mail interaction, Kazatskiy says, “Swan Lake is appropriately known as the world’s most famous ballet production and the key to its success lies in the universal and timeless appeal of its central theme – that love conquers all. The Swan Lake story is as compelling today as it was when it was premièred for the first time. Moreover, the technical perfection that a production of Swan Lake requires makes it an absolute visual treat. This is precisely why the ballet enjoys the cult classic status the world over.”



The plot The story of Swan Lake is of two lovers — Odette and Prince Siegfried — seamed into four acts. The Prince discovers the lovely Odette, the Swan Queen at Swan Lake. At dusk, she transforms into the most beautiful woman he has ever seen, but learns of her tragedy. An evil sorcerer, Von Rothbart, had turned her and the other girls into swans, and the lake was, thus, formed by their parents’ tears.



Timeless appeal: A scene from “Swan Lake”



Interestingly, the world’s most famous ballet wasn’t received well by the critics and the audiences the first time. The composition was criticised for being too complex for ballet. Back then, Tchaikovsky's music was deemed “too noisy, too Wagnerian and too symphonic”, until its revival in 1895. “It was only after Tchaikovsky’s death that the virtues of the ballet began surfacing and that its composer was propelled into the hall of fame as one of the most important masters of his art that the world had ever produced. All aspects of the ballet, from its music to its intricate choreography and immaculate performance have made it a benchmark for all the art forms in the world,” says



*
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Kazatskiy. From a failed project, Swan Lake thus became the world's most popular ballet.



Three forms of art Dinesh B. Singh, founder of Navrasa Duende, the production house that is hosting Swan Lake says that this is the first time that a full scale ballet performance is being premièred in the country. “Apart from the one exclusively staged for diplomats by a troupe from Russia, some time in the 1980s, this could be the first commercial show of ballet in India. We are expecting a turn out of about 10,000 people. Ballet is something which appeals to anyone from the age group of five to hundred. Typically, three forms of art are integ-



rated in a ballet — music, dance and drama.” says Singh. As an art-form, ballet started in Italy during the Renaissance and spread thereafter. Swan Lake owes its popularity to the fact that it has blended Western and Eastern European dance and music forms. Before Swan Lake was conceived, the productions would have a fixed storyline, to which the music was composed. “But Tchaikovsky composed something and wanted it to be choreographed. As a result, he created a symphony, and not exactly ballet music. It gives the appeal of a classical music concert along with all the elements of ballet. It is very popular as an audio too. The music he cre-



ated was innovative and fresh, with varying moods, and made people experience extreme emotions, to the extent that it was incomprehensible. It was only later that directors saw its speciality. That is why it has always been a project in construction. Swan Lake definitely has a secular place in that genre,” says Singh. Swan Lake challenged ballerinas world over on their portrayal of both the Black and the White Swan – representing the good and the evil. Initially, the roles were taken on by two different ballerinas until they began to be portrayed by one single dancer. A ballerina’s calibre is often measured based on how well she portrays both the Swans.



SHORT TAKES



Of blood and gore



Adil Hussain’s win



What makes the Bard so timeless? Actor Tisca Chopra talks about her upcoming �lm, The Hungry, that is based on Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus Anahita Panicker



It’s been over four centuries and William Shakespeare’s works still resonate with audiences worldwide. The Bard’s timeless characters capture relationships mired in dark and complicated rivalries to farcical misunderstandings while also shedding light on the sociopolitical conditions of his time. Bollywood has had its fair share of Shakespearean adaptations – from Vishal Bharadwaj’s Omkara (2006) which took Othello to Uttar Pradesh to Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s Goliyon Ki Rasleela Ram Leela (2013) that made the tragic musical, Romeo and Juliet, unfold in Gujarat. “The human truths that are spoken in Shakespeare’s works are as true as ever,” says actor Tisca Chopra, who will be seen in Bornila Chatterjee’s The Hungry – an adaptation of one of the Bard’s lesser known plays, Titus Andronicus. This play is notorious for its grisly violence and is characteristic of the revenge tragedies popular in the 16th century. A work of fiction, it follows the vicious cycle of revenge



Dream role: Tisca Chopra says that performing Shakespeare is on every actor’s bucket list *
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between the Roman general Titus and his prisoner of war, Tamora, the Queen



of the Goths. The Hungry will have Naseeruddin Shah essaying the patriarch of



“One has to go through a rigorous training process to be a part of Swan Lake. Artists are also required to be extremely careful of their physical and mental well-being. The training of the principal ballerina is most important because she has to perform two roles which are totally in contrast to each other. Her physical and mental training has to be impeccable so that none of the other characters are able to overpower her performance and so that the dichotomy of Swan Lake is able to manifest itself beautifully. As far as challenges go, I think the primary one would be that on overseas tours, we need to pay extra attention to every minute detail of the stage setting such as stage



size, curtain arrangements, lighting and sound provisions, green room facilities, costume co-ordination, etc. Similarly, maintaining a strict lifestyle and diet while travelling to perform one’s best on stage can be a bit of a challenge,” says Kazatskiy. Kazatskiy has taken his productions such as The Nutcracker, Sleeping Beauty, Cinderella, Snow White, Romeo and Juliet, etc to most of Europe, USA, South Africa, Korea, China, the UAE and Japan. He seems excited about venturing into the Indian subcontinent for the first time. “A country with a diverse culture and multiple art forms, India is always a real place for an artist to perform. We also believe that Indian sensibilities towards dance and ballet are very evolved thanks to the rich cultural legacy of the country where many forms are either inspired by ballet or have inspired international ballets. We are very optimistic about its success in India. In terms of expectations, as artists, our primary objective is to offer a superb artistic experience to our audiences. And it will be really thrilling for us to see the response of the Indian audience as we get set to perform in the country for the first time,” adds Kazatskiy. (Swan Lake will be staged at Siri Fort Auditorium, New Delhi from Sept. 22 to 24.)



the Ahujas, along with Tisca Chopra as Tulsi Joshi – the film’s protagon-



ist.“Tulsi is an extremely sharp and focussed person,” explains Chopra, “and a woman who has gone through a huge amount of trauma in her life, but has still kept it all together. She is also the kind of person who sees things through to their conclusion.” Asked about her views on her character, who is based on Shakespeare’s bloodthirsty Tamora, Chopra says, “I do empathise with her. I feel her motivations very strongly.”While the tragedy’s notoriety as a barbaric piece of fiction has historically made it difficult for audiences to digest it, Chopra is certain now is better than ever to delve into the story’s macabre themes. “The audiences are ready,” she says without a pause. “Shows like Game of Thrones and Breaking Bad have met with worldwide success so I don’t think violence is an issue at all.”Chopra says that performing Shakespeare is on every actor’s bucket list, but she is not exploring the Bard’s work for the first time on the big screen. The romantic comedy 10ml Love, Sharat Katariya’s adaptation of the Shakespearean classic A Midsummer Night's Dream, had Chopra playing a disinterested wife, Roshni. While the slapstick play is on one



end of the spectrum and Titus Andronicus on the other, Chopra says she does not prefer any genre of Shakespeare’s plays over another. “I’ve always liked Macbeth, Hamlet, and Richard III. And A Midsummer Night’s Dream is mad and a lot of fun!” She adds: “but I think what cuts across all of his genres is the kind of investment he puts in his characters.” Chopra believes that the Bard’s writings are universally relevant because they deal with the human condition. While discussing the theatre-like preparation that went into the making of The Hungry, Chopra says that Bornila Chatterjee is one of the best directors she has worked with. “She is really bright,” gushes the actor. “She is young, enthusiastic, and – one quality that I admire deeply – stubborn. She even got Naseer sir to do her bidding!” Chopra adds with a laugh. Before she concludes, Chopra says two of her short films will be releasing soon, following the success of her last short film production, Chutney (2016). The actor and producer also has the script of a feature film up her sleeve, something she has recently written.



Mukti Bhawan (Hotel Salvation) has been winning several awards this year and has to its credit two national and 10 international awards. Recently, actor Adil Hussain won the Best Actor Award at the DC South Asian Film Festival held in Washington DC, USA, for his performance in the film. “I would like to express my gratitude to my director who guided me to be able to bring in the nuances. The award is for all of us and a celebration of the entire team of Mukti Bhawan,” said the actor. Writer-director Shubhashish Bhutiani’s film had a theatrical release in 40 countries worldwide and is now running in UK and Italy. 2016.



Nagpada in a burkha Shraddha Kapoor, who has mostly played the female lead in love stories, took up a challenge when she gave her nod to the lead role in Apoorva Lakhia’s film Haseena Parkar, based on the life of Dawood Ibrahim’s sister Haseena Aapa. The actress had to do much more than rely on prosthetics and body suits to play the character well. To get a feel of Nagpada and Haseena’s way of life, Shraddha wore a burkha and visited the



neighbourhood, and met Haseena’s family members. Shraddha claims that exploring Nagpada incognito helped her understand her character and the world she grew up in.



5 EVENTS WORTH-YOUR-WHILE



MUSIC Kutle Khan Project live With a heart full of love and mind full of nothing, this band comprising Nitin Nayyar (Guitars/ Vocals), Kiran Upadhyay (Bass Guitar), Divesh Aggarwal (Keyboard) and Shamir (Drums) will bind audience with love, peace and happiness. Venue: Farzi Cafe, DLF Cyber Hub, Ground and First Floor, R-Block, DLF City, Phase 3, Gurugram Time: 9:30 p.m.



CM YK



FILM Hinokio Screening of film “Hinokio”, a Japanese film with English subtitles. Directed by Takahiko Akiyama, the film shows Satoru shutting himself off from the world after losing his mother. His father, Kaoru, designs a robot to help him regain contact with human world. Venue : The Japan Foundation, 5A Ring Road, Lajpat Nagar IV Time: 6:30 p.m.



TALK



DISCUSSION



FOOD



Checking Diabetes A talk on “Start Reversing Diabetes and BP Naturally” by Dr. Nandita Shah, founder of Sharan, who will share practical guidelines on how diabetes and BP can be reversed by making healthy tweaks in daily diet. Venue: Gulmohar, India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road Time: 7 p.m.



It is basically a book reading event “Dostoevsky and the Beauty of People” by Secret Socrates. Through audio-visual presentation and interactive discussion, Secret Socrates offers a collective exchange delving into heart of human thought as reflected by Dostoevsky. Venue: OddBird Theatre & Foundation, Dhan Mill Compound, 100 Feet Road, Chattarpur Time: 8 p.m.



Chatpata Weekend Gunpowder Karari Roomali is like a side kick and a new kid on the menu. This karari roomali or commonly referred as Masala Papad in North India, is made from roomali roti dough and comes peppered with chopped coriander leaves, gun powder and butter. Venue: Ciclo Café, Sector 29, Gurugram Time: 8 a.m. to 11 p.m.



https://t.me/yk_info
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