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ABSTRACT Avon Archaeological Unit Limited was commissioned by Stonecastle Developments Limited to undertake the archaeological monitoring of groundworks associated with the development for residential housing of a c. 877 m2 site at to Nos. 176-180 Church Road, St. George, Bristol (NGR ST 6175 7353). This project was generated in response to a Brief for Archaeological Monitoring issued by Mr R. H. Jones, City Archaeologist of Bristol City Council. The work was carried out according to a Written Scheme of Investigation prepared by Avon Archaeological Unit Limited and agreed with Mr R. H. Jones. The brief for archaeological monitoring was requested due to the proximity of known sites of archaeological significance; namely the Medieval chapel of St. Anthony, thought to have been located on Blackswarth Road, Roman burials in Redfield with the possibility of nearby settlement, and an early routeway represented by the line of modern Church Road. The digging of machine-excavated trenches was monitored for the presence of significant archaeological finds, deposits or the remains of former structures. During the works a North facing section c. 1.6 m deep was exposed. Beneath the former tarmac surface a layer (103) of soil and rubble with artefacts typical of a late 19th to early 20th century date was exposed, probably relating to the c. 1927 demolition of houses known to have been in existence since 1803. The post-medieval layer (104) beneath this may have represented a former garden soil, which in turn sealed the naturally deposited clays (105) interspersed with coal seams typical of this part of Bristol. During works to underpin the eastern wall of the adjoining Black Horse Public House two undated archaeological deposits were observed that clearly pre-dated the construction of the Black Horse. A single sherd of South Somerset ware dated c. 1600 – 1800 was found in association with these works. No further finds or structures of archaeological significance were observed during this monitoring exercise. The project archive will be stored at the Bristol Museum and Art Gallery under the Accession number BRSMG 2007/90.
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1



INTRODUCTION (see Figures 1, 2 and 3)



1.1. The Study Area was a plot of vacant land c. 877 m2 located on the South side of Church Road, St. George, Bristol (NGR ST 6175 7353). 1.2. Avon Archaeological Unit Limited was commissioned to undertake an archaeological monitoring exercise of the Study Area during groundworks related to the construction of residential accommodation, on behalf of Stonecastle Developments (St. George) Limited. 1.3. This project was generated in response to a condition for archaeological monitoring issued by the City Archaeological Officer Mr R. H. Jones, attached to planning application no. 05/05057/F.



2.



GEOLOGY, TOPOGRAPHY AND CURRENT LAND USE (see Figures 1, 2 and 3)



2.1. The underlying geology of the Study Area comprises clays of the lower coal series belonging to the middle and lower coal measures of the Carboniferous (OS 1962). During this monitoring exercise part of the upper portion of a coal seam was observed in the floor of some of the footings. This may have been the Parrot Seam, which is indicated in the vicinity of the Study Area (OS 1962). 2.2. St. George lies on the southern flank of an area of rising ground North of the River Avon and to the East of central Bristol. This area of high ground was formerly the medieval Royal Forest of Kingswood. Across the Study Area the general slope of the land rose towards the North East, with the average height c. 35 m aOD. 2.3. The Study Area fronts the southern side of Church Road. Immediately to the West stands the Black Horse Public House. Vacant commercial premises bound the eastern side. To the South was an area of car parking fronting Derby Street. The Study Area was previously an area of tarmac surfaced parking for a car retailer. A sales office building was formerly located at the eastern side of the site (BaRAS 2005, 2 and figure 10; see Figure 3).
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3.



HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND



3.1. The Study Area lies on land that had already been developed by 1803, the date of the earliest detailed map of that area (BaRAS 2005, 3). Later 19th and early 20th century mapping indicates these buildings survived as multiple properties (BaRAS 2005, 4). Kelly’s directories indicate they were no longer occupied after 1927 (ibid.). Mapping from 1949 shows the Study Area was vacant (ibid.). Plans were submitted in 1927 for the construction of new premises on the Study Area, but these it appears were never carried out (ibid.). Therefore it seems likely that the previous buildings were demolished prior to proposed development, which was then never undertaken. From 1950 a builder’s merchant occupied the Study Area (ibid.). The latest configuration of the Study Area probably dates from the 1980’s. 3.2. Blackswarth Road, which joins Church Road a few metres to the East of the Study Area, takes its name from a medieval manor known to have existed in the mid 12th century. Both roads were known to be early routes, Church Road being one of the main roads East out of Bristol. A medieval chapel dedicated to St. Anthony, thought to have been located on Blackswarth Road, was in existance by 1476 (BaRAS 2005, 3). Later Roman burials were exposed c. 400 m to the South West in Roseberry Road and Victoria Avenue (BSMR 3027 and 21201). No associated settlement has yet been found, but it was customary for Roman burials to be made outside the settlement and along the main routes leading to it. 3.3. Coal mining was reported from the Kingswood Forest from the 12th century onwards. Mining continued on a more industrial scale from the 18th century. The last few remaining coalmines closed in the early to mid 20th century. The Fire Engine Public House, on the corner of Church Road and Blackswarth Road, commemorates in its name the early steam driven pumping engines (BSMR 7603). 3.4. A desk-based archaeological assessment of the Study Area was carried out in 2005 (BaRAS 2005). That study concluded that further, intrusive, archaeological evaluation was required prior to a proposed development of the Study Area. In January 2006 two archaeological evaluation trenches were opened within the Study Area (BaRAS 2006). That study found no evidence for archaeological features earlier than the later 19th century, although there were two undated shallow ditches (BaRAS 2006, 7). The study concluded that subsequent archaeological work should be limited to monitoring of the groundworks during the proposed development (BaRAS 2006, 9).
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4.



METHODOLOGY



4.1. The author and Mr R. K. Ducker carried out the Archaeological Monitoring from September to November 2007. The Study Area was attended on the 26th September, the 22nd, 29th, 30th and 31st October 2007 and again on the 1st November 2007, during which digital still photographs and hand written notes and measurements were made. 4.2. The project was carried out in accordance with a brief issued 23rd March 2006 (Condition 2, Planning Application Reference 05/05057/F) specified by Mr R. H. Jones, the City Archaeological Officer, to a Scheme of Works dated September 2007, drawn up by Avon Archaeological Unit Limited and agreed with Mr R. H. Jones. 4.3. Ground works on site were monitored by an experienced and qualified archaeologist under the direct supervision of Mr Andrew Young, principal archaeologist of Avon Archaeological Unit Limited. Monitoring was ceased after it was determined that further works were very unlikely to reveal anything of archaeological significance.



5.



ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORD



5.1. Archaeological monitoring of the Study Area commenced on the 26th September 2007. Access to the Study Area was gained from Church Road. On access it was found the former sales office had been demolished and removal of the tarmac and underlying ground make-up layers was underway (see Plate a). No archaeologically significant layers were exposed during those works. The Study Area was subsequently visited on the 22nd October 2007, by which date concrete piles had been driven into the ground. Machine excavations were underway to reduce the level of the ground surface, leaving an East facing section along the inside of the boundary with the Black Horse. 5.2. The ground sloped from South to North, leaving a section 1.6 m deep at the southern end and 0.55 m deep at the northern end. Three layers were distinguishable, an upper layer (112) of concrete and bedding gravel, c. 200 mm thick overlying a c. 600 mm thick layer (113) of dark grey sandy silt with rubble, interpreted as made ground. Beneath layer 113 was a partially exposed layer of naturally occurring clays interbedded with coal seams. 5.3. The Study Area was visited again during the 29th, 30th and 31st October and the 1st November, whilst excavation for the footings of the proposed development were underway. Figure 4 illustrates the extent of the area monitored. The southern portion of the Study Area was reserved for ground level parking. As such, no further groundworks were proposed in that area. As the westernmost part of the development was used at the time for site access, this area would not be subject to groundworks for some time. The remaining development area was divided between two levels, a lower westernmost level and a higher eastern level. All on-site levels used by the developers were relative. 5.4. The section along the Church Road frontage yielded no significant information, being composed almost entirely of service trenches. There was no eastern section as such, however the reduced level groundworks and subsequent footing excavations had created a North facing section along the southern edge of the groundworks (see Plate b). Five layers were revealed in this section. 5.5. The upper surface of tarmac (101) c. 100 mm thick overlay a layer (102) of concrete hard standing c. 140 mm thick. This in turn overlay a dark grey soil layer (103) up to 450 mm thick, flecked with white lime mortar and interspersed with bands of demolition rubble comprising broken bricks and pennant sandstone slabs. Layer 103 overlay a further layer (104) of dark grey soil some 250 mm thick, distinguished from the former by finer flecks of white lime mortar, together with some flecks of coal, but no bands of rubble. This overlay a BSMR 24571 BRSMG 2007/90
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naturally deposited subsoil (105) of light orangey red clay with blue streaks, exposed throughout the base of the excavation area, interspersed with bands of dark grey coal of a soft and friable nature. 5.6. Part of the enabling groundworks required that the adjoining western wall of the Black Horse Public House be underpinned with concrete foundations. The contractors achieved this by undercutting short trenches, no more than 2 m long, at separate locations along the wall (see Plate c). Once excavated the trenches were filled with concrete. When dry it was then possible to excavate an adjacent trench, until the entire wall had been underpinned. These operations were monitored as far as it was safe and practical to do so. 5.7. The footings of the eastern wall (wall 109) of the Black Horse Public House were found to be relatively shallow and constructed of lime mortared pennant sandstone, laid in linear foundation cut 108. At one location a cut feature (107) was observed in the South and East facing sections (see Figure 4 and Plate d). This feature, of indeterminate width and length, had steeply sloping sides, a flat base marked by some irregularities, and was filled with a mid yellowish brown sandy silty clay (106) to a thickness of c. 370 mm. Feature 107 cut natural deposit 105. No artefacts were retrieved from that location. 5.8. Excavations beneath the eastern wall of the Black Horse adjacent to the frontage of the Study Area revealed a single layer (110) up to 360 mm thick of mid to dark brown sandy silt beneath wall 109. This layer contained the occasional small fragment of animal bone (discarded) together with a few flecks of fired clay. 5.9. During further underpinning excavations a single pot sherd was retrieved, possibly from soil (111) beneath the base of wall 109. The sherd was an undiagnostic body sherd probably from a South Somerset ware pot. 5.10. No further finds or features of archaeological significance were observed.



6.



THE FINDS



6.1. One pottery sherd, an undiagnostic brown glazed body sherd from one of the South Somerset wares (c. 1600-1800), was retrieved from soil removed during the underpinning of the East wall of the Black Horse Public House. 6.2. Other unstratified artefacts observed on site were identifiably 19th to late 20th century in date. Only one stratified layer, 103, yielded finds, and these were of late 19th to mid 20th century date.
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7.



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS



7.1. A programme of archaeological monitoring has been undertaken during construction groundworks on a site at Nos. 176-180 Church Road, St. George, Bristol (NGR ST 6175 7353). 7.2. The project was commissioned by Stonecastle Developments (St. George) Limited following the issue of a planning condition for an archaeological watching brief made by the Bristol City Council Planning Department. The project was undertaken by Avon Archaeological Unit Limited to a Written Scheme of Investigation prepared by Avon Archaeological Unit Limited and agreed with the Archaeology Officer of Bristol City Council. 7.3. Archaeological monitoring took place between the 26th September and 1st November 2007. Construction related trenches were monitored during machine excavation. Archaeological monitoring was ceased when it became apparent that further monitoring was unlikely to yield significant archaeological finds or deposits. 7.4. The archaeological monitoring had been requested as two undated archaeological features had been observed during an evaluation of the Study Area in 2006. There were also known sites of Roman, Medieval and early post-medieval date in the vicinity. 7.5. Overall it was found that a large proportion of the Study Area had been cleared of overburden during the 20th century. The features observed during a previous archaeological evaluation of the Study Area were not revealed during this exercise. 7.6. One North facing section was exposed during this exercise, up to 1.6 m deep. The upper layers of this section probably relate to the demolition of previous structures on site c. 1927 (layers 103 and 113) and subsequent re-use as a builder’s merchant and car sales yard (layers 102 and 101). Stratigraphically earlier layers contained both flecks of coal and flecks of white lime mortar suggesting they were post medieval in origin. These may have originated in the back yard or garden of houses known to have existed on the Study Area in 1803. The underlying natural was observed to comprise bands of yellow clay interspersed with bands of loose coal representing the eroded edges of one or more coal seams. 7.7. One undated archaeological layer and one undated archaeological cut feature were observed beneath the eastern wall of the Black Horse Public House during works to underpin the fabric of the wall. A single sherd of South Somerset ware c. 1600 to 1800 was retrieved during these works. 7.8. No other structures, finds or deposits of archaeological significance were observed during this monitoring exercise.
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Figure 1 Location of the Study Area
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Figure 2 Location of the Study Area The Study Area
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Figure 3 Detail of the Study Area with Trench Locations
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Figure 4 Detail of the Study Area with Trench Locations
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Plates



a) View of the Study Area during machine excavation, looking East. No scale.



b) North facing machine excavated section (part of). Scale 600 mm.



c) Works to underpin the East wall (109) of the Black Horse Public House underway. No scale.



d) Cut feature 107 with fill 106 seen in South and East facing sections beneath wall 109. Looking North West. Scales 600 x 400 mm.



e) Layer 110 partially revealed beneath wall 109, looking North West. Scales 600 x 400 mm. BSMR 24571 BRSMG 2007/90
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