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IAF Marshal Arjan Singh will be laid to rest with full state honours today



Modi is bringing about India’s economic integration: Amit Shah



British police make second arrest over London train attack



Sindhu beats Okuhara to win Korea Open badminton title
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Narmada dam built despite attempts to stop it, says PM



NEARBY



Manmohan panel asked to ‘help resolve Kashmir row’ Members of the public recall Congress’s earlier initiatives



AAP �elds former Army o�cer from Gurdaspur



Dedicating project to nation, he says many were against Gujarat’s progress



CHANDIGARH



Mahesh Langa



Srinagar



Ahmedabad



A majority of the 1,200 delegates who called on former Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh — heading the Opposition Congress’s J&K policy and planning panel — during his two-day visit to Srinagar, sought “his intervention to resolve the Kashmir issue.” Speaking to The Hindu, J&K Pradesh Congress Committee chief G.A. Mir said the thrust of 60 delegations, comprising 1,200 people, during the interactions with Dr. Singh was “resolution of the Kashmir issue.” “Delegates from civil society referred to the Congress’s and Dr. Singh’s past initiatives like working groups, interlocutors and talks with Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf. There was a common refrain that such initiatives lacked follow-up. I believe the Congress can make it a starting point,” said Mr. Mir. Dr. Singh held a six-hour meeting on Sunday with law-



The AAP on Sunday named Maj Gen (retd) Suresh Khajuria as its candidate for the Gurdaspur Lok Sabha by-poll to be held on October 11. The seat fell vacant following the demise of actor Vinod Khanna in April. NORTH



A PAGE 2
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Another encounter killing in U.P. LUCKNOW



A man carrying a bounty of ₹12,000 was killed in a police shootout in Muza�arnagar on Sunday, taking the total number of encounter killings under the Yogi government in U.P. to 16. NATION PAGE
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Peerzada Ashiq



Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday dedicated the Narmada dam project to the nation on his birthday, calling it Gujarat’s lifeline that has been completed despite many hurdles. Many people had “conspired” to stop it so that Gujarat did not make progress, he said. Inaugurating the dam for which the foundation was laid by the first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, Mr. Modi recalled the contribution of Sardar Patel, in whose memory the project has been named, and B.R. Ambedkar, who had propagated the benefits of irrigation. There was, however, no mention of Jawaharlal Nehru in his speech at Dabhoi, 55 km from the dam site, in Vadodara.



Second biggest The Narmada is the second biggest concrete gravity dam by volume after the Grand



Hurdles crossed: Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the inauguration of the Sardar Sarovar Dam at Kevadiya in Narmada district of Gujarat on Sunday. PTI *



Coulee Dam in the U.S. and has faced many hurdles, including the World Bank’s refusal to fund it on grounds of environmental damage and displacement of tribal people in Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Gujarat.



“No other project in the world has faced such hurdles as has the Sardar Sarovar Dam on the Narmada river. But we were determined to complete it. Many false allegations were hurled at us. Many people
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Puja shades



conspired to stop it. But we were determined not to make it a political battle,” Mr. Modi said. GUJARAT WILL SEE A GREEN REVOLUTION: PM A PAGE 11 MEDHA PATKAR CALLS OFF JALSATYAGRAHA A PAGE 11



Collecting views: Manmohan Singh arriving for an executive committee meeting in Srinagar on Saturday. PTI *



yers, traders, writers, party leaders and leaders of other Opposition parties.



‘Follow up on demands’ He directed party leaders, comprising Ghulam Nabi Azad and Ambika Soni, “to follow up on the demands made by the delegates in New Delhi once the party starts to prepare a Kashmir report.” Mr. Mir said Dr. Singh was



India under U.S. pressure to scale down ties with North Korea Kallol Bhattacherjee Suhasini Haidar NEW DELHI



As war clouds gathered over the Korean peninsula following the North Korean missile tests, visiting U.S. officials have asked India to cut down ties with Pyongyang, senior diplomatic sources have said. American pressure on the issue has been rising over



the last few months even as India joined Japan last week in describing North Korea as a common threat. An India-Japan joint statement issued at the end of Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s visit last week called upon North Korea to roll back its nuclear and missile programmes. “They (India and Japan) pledged to work together to



planning to visit Ladakh too. “We have decided to listen to people in the first stage. This exercise will be followed up vigorously.” Welcoming the separatist Hurriyat’s willingness to back “any meaningful dialogue,” Mr. Mir said, “The Congress position is that New Delhi should open channels of dialogue with all stakeholders.” CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10



Railways cut sleeping time Press trust of india



deal with the current serious situation and called on the international community to rigorously and fully implement relevant United Nations Security Council resolutions to maximise pressure on North Korea.” The American message was communicated shortly before Mr. Abe’s visit.



New Delhi



CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10



DETAILS ON A PAGE 7



The Railways is reducing the ‘official sleeping hours’ on reserved coaches in trains in an effort to put an end to quarrels that break out if passengers in the middle and lower berths oversleep. Passengers in the reserved coaches can only sleep between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m



6 High Courts don’t have regular Chief Justices Krishnadas Rajagopal NEW DELHI



Gearing up: An artist decorates a pandal ahead of Durga Puja festival in Kolkata on Sunday.



*



PTI (SEE ALSO PAGE 3)



Six High Courts in the country are without regular Chief Justices for the past several months, and at least four Chief Justices of various High Courts will be retiring in 2017. The acting Chief Justices in the six High Courts are Justices Nishita Mhatre (Calcutta), Gita Mittal (Delhi),



Sanjay Karol (Himachal), D.N. Patel ( Jharkhand), N. Kotiswar Singh (Manipur) and Ramesh Ranganathan in the High Court of Judicature for the States of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.



Temporary arrangement Acting Chief Justices take over the responsibilities of the top judge of the State judiciary as a temporary ar-



rangement. They are meant to fill the vacuum for a short time till the formalities for the appointment of a regular Chief Justice are completed. However, Justice Ranganathan has been the acting Chief Justice of the High Court of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh since July 30, 2016. That is well over a year. Justice Mhatre has been



the acting Chief Justice since December 1, 2016, Justice Mittal since April 14, 2017, Justice Karol since April 25, 2017, Justice Patel since June 10, 2017, and Justice Singh since July 1, 2017. The year will also see four crucial retirements in the State judiciaries. Justice Mhatre is set to retire on September 19. CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10



CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



Forging bonds in Valley with fusion music Peerzada Ashiq Srinagar



Aabha Hanjura’s goal is to put Kashmiri p on the global map. Her foot-tapping tunes are already an online sensation, and on Saturday, her performance in Srinagar produced a rare bonding of Muslims and Kashmiri Pandits. Aabha, a migrant Kashmiri Pandit herself, had an audience of 2,000 attending her concert titled ‘Saaz-e-Kashmir’ on the lawns of the Sher-i-Kashmir International Convention Centre here. The event by her band, Sufistication, stood out in the Valley, where even cinemas have been shut for nearly three decades now. Aabha’s music mixes folk Kashmiri songs with Western styles. At her concert, she said, “Mountains in the backdrop and the heavenly Dal lake in front. I couldn’t have asked for a more serene stage for my first gig in my homeland. It’s a historic one for the band in the valley of Kashmir.” Aabha hails from Budgam district. Girls and college students were there to listen to her. And the music seemed to bridge the chasm between CM YK



Aabha Hanjura



the two major communities. Many Pandit families, who live in and around Srinagar were there, singing in chorus with their Muslim counterparts. A majority of Kashmiri Pandits left the Valley as militancy erupted in the 1990s. Since then, the two communities have struggled to reconcile with each other. “The show reflected the real Kashmir. I saw students on their feet. The singer was rooted in her culture despite the separation. She could sing from popular folk to modern wedding songs with ease and connect with people,” said State Public Works Minister Nayeem Akhtar. Sufistication started shows in 2012, and became an instant hit in the Valley online. Its latest folk song track, Hukus Bukus, is Kashmir’s most popular ballad.
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Timings



Monday, September 18



RISE 06:07 SET 18:22 RISE 03:59 SET 17:19 Tuesday, September 19



RISE 06:08 SET 18:21 RISE 05:01 SET 18:00



‘Farmers up in arms against BJP policies’ AAP to �eld former BJP govts �rst hit farmers in the stomach, now shoots them in the chest: Hooda General from Gurdaspur Staff Reporter



GURUGRAM



Wednesday, September 20



RISE 06:08 SET 18:20 RISE 06:00 SET 18:38



Seat fell vacant after demise of sitting MP Vinod Khanna servicemen community. “Ex-servicemen should therefore support the AAP candidate, who will forcefully raise their issues in Parliament,” he said. Meanwhile, the Congress held a meeting in New Delhi to discuss its strategy ahead of the by-election.



SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT CHANDIGARH



The Aam Aadmi Party on Sunday named Major General (retd) Suresh Khajuria as its candidate for the Gurdaspur parliamentary bypoll to be held on October 11. The seat fell vacant after the demise of actor-turnedpolitician Vinod Khanna in April this year.



‘Due consultation’ “The decision to field Mr. Khajuria has been taken after due consultation with the Gurdaspur unit of the party and the Majha region leaders and volunteers,” said AAP leader Sukhpal Khaira, while announcing the candidature. Mr. Khajuria hails from Pathankot falling in the Gurdaspur Lok Sabha constituency. During his service, he has served in Punjab. “We are proud that our candidate has had a distinguished career in the armed



IN BRIEF



‘Swachhta Hi Sewa now a people’s movement’ RAMPUR



Union minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi on Sunday said today ‘Swachhta Hi Sewa’ (Cleanliness is Service) is a “historic step” and that the sanitation drive is becoming a people’s movement. The minority affairs minister told reporters here that the Narendra Modi government had pledged to construct toilets in almost all madrassas and minority institutions. PTI



Woman, her two children injured in acid attack JEHANABAD



A woman and her two children were injured when unidentified persons threw acid on them in Bihar’s Jehanabad district, a police officer said on Sunday. PTI



4 children, including 3 girls, drown in pond MAHRAJGANJ (UP)



Four children, including three girls, drowned while taking a bath in a pond near Kuwadhari village here, the police said. The deceased have been identified as Sabeena (10), Rubeena (10), Ruksar (10) and Arman (8), they said. PTI



Major General (retd) Suresh Khajuria *



forces. As candidates of both traditional parties, including the BJP and the Congress, are likely to be outsiders and parachuters, we appeal to the electorate of Gurdaspur to support the AAP candidate in the ensuing election,” said AAP leader Sukhpal Khaira, while announcing the candidature. Mr. Khaira alleged that neither the Congress nor the BJP had fulfilled the longpending demand of ‘One Rank One Pension’ of the ex-



BJP trying to transform ‘Swaraj into Suraj’: Shah



Congress plank Punjab Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh met AICC in-charge of Punjab affairs Asha Kumari and Punjab Congress president Sunil Jakhar. At the meeting, it was decided that development works initiated by the Congress government in the State would constitute the key campaign plank for the party. Sources said the party could field Sunil Jakhar. “The final decision on candidature for Gurdaspur seat will vest with AICC president Sonia Gandhi and vicepresident Rahul Gandhi,” said the party’s statement.



Former Haryana Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda on Sunday said farmers across the country had risen against the anti-farmer policies of the Bharatiya Janata Party governments in the State and the Centre and were on the streets to fight for their rights. Speaking at a “Kisan Panchayat” in Charkhi Dadri, Mr. Hooda said the BJP had



come to power on the promise to the farmers to implement the Swaminathan committee report and ensure 50% profit to them, but the party has now gone back on its poll promises.’



Brink of penury Mr. Hooda said farmers of the State were pushed to the brink of penury by the BJP governments, leaving them with no choice but to protest. When the farmers



protest, BJP governments do not hesitate to open fire at them, he said, adding that they first hit farmers in the stomach, now shoots them in the chest. Rohtak MP Deepender Hooda said the BJP government had offered a marginal increase in the Minimum Support Price of crops that was not enough to cover even inflation and the increase in input costs. “During the UPA government the



MSP was increased by 15-24 % per annum on an average, but under the BJP government the average increase has been around 5%,” he said, adding that he had highlighted the issues of the farmers in the Parliament and would continue to do so. He said farmers of the State were seeking a loan waiver because they were not getting a fair price for their produce.



Suspension of ex-Saharanpur DM, SSP revoked Action was taken for allegedly failing to control the Thakur-Dalit violence Staff Reporter Meerut



The Uttar Pradesh government has revoked the suspension of former District Magistrate and Senior Superintendent of Police of Saharanpur, N.P. Singh and S.C. Dubey respectively. Their suspension was revoked after the State police directorate recommended their reinstatement.



Mr. Singh and Mr. Dubey were suspended after they allegedly failed to control the Thakur-Dalit violence in Saharanpur in May. Nagendra Pratap Singh, the IAS officer of 2005 batch, was known to have successfully handled the explosive situation in the aftermath of Akhlaq’s lynching in Dadri in 2015 while he was the DM of Gautam Buddh



Nagar. He ensured peace and law and order in the region.



Efficient stint Senior officials in UP police directorate told The Hindu that “there was an impression that Mr. Singh, who earlier had an efficient stint in Gautam Buddh Nagar and also in Shamli, was unfairly treated. He had joined



as the DM of Saharanpur on April 29 and violence started on May 5 itself. It was too early to judge him as the DM of Saharanpur. So, there was a sense of sympathy as he had a proven record of an efficient administrator in the past”. Three people were killed and over two dozens injured in caste violence in Saharanpur.



PRIs will be strengthened further: Khattar ‘Key objective of the govt is to ensure timely delivery of various services and facilities to citizens’



‘Tribals �rst time tasting fruits of freedom’ Press Trust of India Sonipat



Press Trust of India Ulihatu (Jharkhand)



BJP president Amit Shah on Sunday said that the party is trying to transform “Swaraj into Suraj” (self-rule to good governance) because of which tribals are now tasting the fruits of freedom for the first time since Independence. The country is indebted to tribals and dalits for the sacrifices they made during the freedom struggle and they should have tasted the fruits of freedom soon after India attained independence, but unfortunately that did not happen, he said.



Foundation stone “I am fortunate to visit the birth place of Bhagwan Birsa Munda (a tribal freedom fighter),” Mr. Shah at Ulihatu in Jharkhand’s Khunti district, after laying the foundation stone for projects for all-round development of 19 villages in the



BJP president Amit Shah in Ranchi on Sunday. *



MANOB CHOWDHURY



State, including Ulihatu, on the ‘Seva Day’ the BJP is celebrating to mark Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s birthday. All these villages are associated with martyrs from the State. Wishing the Prime Minister on his 67th birthday, the BJP chief said, he felt fortunate to lay the foundation stone for the development of tribal villages, where all basic amenities like pucca houses, electricity, water, road connectivity would be provided.



Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar on Sunday said his government will further strengthen the Panchayati Raj Institutions in the State. The ‘Chief Minister’s Good Governance Associates’ (CMGGAs) will work in this direction and prepare details, Mr. Khattar said while presiding over a meeting of CMGGAs at Ashoka University here.



Ensuring transparency The CMGGAs were earlier appointed with the “objective of ensuring good governance and transparency in the working of the district administration”. Reviewing various services and facilities being provided to the citizens by the government, Mr. Khattar said the key objective for the government was to ensure timely delivery of various services and facilities to the



Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar



given to unskilled workers in government departments “under DC rate from ₹8,100 to ₹9,260, that of semiskilled workers from ₹ 9,000 to ₹10,286, skilled workers from ₹10,000 to ₹11,430 and highly skilled workers from ₹11,000 to ₹12,570 per month”. The benefit of the increased wages would be given to them from January 1, 2016, an official statement said.



that providing a corruptionfree environment was among the top priority of the BJP government. The CMGGAs can play a significant role in this direction, he said. Mr. Khattar, while speaking at a separate function here, announced that every year September 17 would now be celebrated as ‘Rajkiya Shram Divas’ He also announced that there would be an increase in the minimum wages being



New ESI hospital Mr. Khattar also announced that a new 100-bed ESI hospital would be opened at Bahadurgarh in district Jhajjar and a 150-bed hospital at Bawal. He said that the 80-bed ESI hospital in Jagadhari, 50bed ESI hospital in Faridabad and 75-bed ESI hospital in Panipat would be upgraded as 100-bed hospitals. Mr. Khattar inaugurated the first government canteen



citizens by different departments. “The CMGGAs should continue to work better with the administrative and departmental machinery in all districts to further improve the systems and processes for the same,” he said.



Information technology “You (CMGGAs) should do your work more proactively to make systems and processes more efficient and transparent using the analysis, calculations and skills, besides, to explore more possibility and areas by using information technology so that access to services and facilities could be made more comprehensive,” he added. Mr. Khattar exhorted them to put in place special efforts for completion of ongoing development works under the ‘CM’s announcements’ in a time-bound period. The Chief Minister said



*



by launching the Antyodaya Aahaar Yojana. He also announced that 60,000 sewing machines would be given to women labourers.



Direct transfer The Chief Minister also distributed a total of ₹32.12 crore to 40,566 labourers under various schemes including ₹1.77 crore, which were transferred directly into the bank accounts of 1,525 beneficiaries under various schemes. Mr. Khattar said the amount being given to registered labourers for purchasing tools in every three years has now been increased from ₹5,000 to ₹8,000. Speaking on the occasion, Haryana Minister of State for Labour and Employment Nayab Singh said at present, more than 5.62 lakh labourers were registered who were availing of the benefits of various schemes of the department.



Vaishnodevi shrine expecting 2 million devotees during Navratra Many events planned during the festival to attract tourists from across the country Press Trust of India Jammu



The cave shrine of Mata Vaishnodevi in Jammu and Kashmir’s Reasi district is expected to witness a footfall of two million pilgrims during this year’s Navratri festival beginning from September 21, officials said. The Tourism Department in collaboration with various NGOs and private parties have planned a series of religious, cultural, sports and folk events over the 9-day festival period to attract tourists from across the country.



Calendar of activities Minister of State for Tourism Priya Sethi unveiled the calendar of activities of a mega Navratra festival in Jammu region at the Sidhra Golf Course here on Sunday. The Navratra festival is an annual festival in Jammu region. “We have put in place all the arrangements for a mega 9- day-long Navratra festival in the region particularly at the Katra, base camp of cave shrine of Mata Vaishnodevi. After many years, this year’s festival will be a mega one to attract the pilgrims and tourists from across the world,” Ms. Sethi said. “Last year, a total of 77 lakh pilgrims visited the shrine to pay their obeisance. This year, we have 57 lakh tourist arrivals at the shrine so far but we are expecting over 20 lakh more tourists during the Navratra festival,” Director of Tourism Jammu Smita Sethi said.



The main entrance to the Vaishno Devi Mandir in Katra, Jammu. PTI *



She said this year the department was expecting a record number of tourist arrivals in Jammu region but “we are trying to make them stay for a few days so that the local economy gets a boost”.



Special package The Tourism Department has been organising events during Navratra festival at Katra since 1996 and this time it has introduced ‘Mata ki Kahani’ (Mata’s story) and a special package of ‘Sampoorna Manokamna’ yatra facilitating visits to nine deities, besides reviving ‘Ram Leela’ after a gap of over two decades. The festival, scheduled to begin on September 21, would feature a grand ‘Shobha’ yatra on the first day, followed by various programmes, including an international wrestling competition for men and women. Participants from Be-
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larusia, Ukraine and Georgia besides locals and national wrestlers are participating in the competition. “The festival provides us with an opportunity to project the tourism sector in a big way and the government has decided to cash on it to woo holidaymakers from outside the State,” the director said.



Affecting tourism “Tourists leaving the State in a hurry is affecting our tourism industry. Our main effort is that if a tourist comes here, he or she should stay back for a few days and for that we are projecting several places of religious importance,” she said. Ms. Sethi said the government wanted to revive the pilgrimage tourism in a big way and efforts are on in this direction. “Hotel industry is also complaining that we are not



getting enough guests. We have planned to address this issue through this festival as well,” the director said. Describing ‘Manokamana’ yatra as the biggest attraction during the festival, she said this was basically an attempt to attract people to the places where Mata stayed and the difficulties she went through and make them aware of the significance of these places. “You are coming to the shrine for prayers but are unaware of the Mata’s history. The yatra is an attempt to highlight the life of Mata and revive the old Vaishno Devi track,” she said. As per the Manokamana yatra programme, Ms. Sethi said the first ‘darshan’ will be at Kol Kondoli in Nagrota, where it is said that she converted her spiritual form into human form and played with other children.



Enjoy rafting Asserting that there were a lot of places worth visiting, Ms. Sethi said there are so many “pinds” (relics) and a visit to Dansar Baba and Dera baba Bandah provides an opportunity to enjoy rafting while Shahat Baba is famous for the waterfall. She said the first of its kind ‘Mata ki Kahani’ is a three-hour show which will shed light on the life of the deity. “Ram Leela is again a new thing. The practice was abandoned about 21 years ago due to some internal reasons. We are reviving it again this time,” she said.
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BJD hartal today against CAG pulls up Odisha govt petrol, diesel price hike over deaths of newborns Party workers, supporters to stage peaceful agitation Press Trust of india



BJP leaders sweep street to mark PM’s birthday KOLKATA



BJP national general secretary Kailash Vijayvargiya and party Rajya Sabha MP Rupa Ganguly on Sunday cleaned a street in front of Kalighat Temple here to mark the 67th birthday of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. PTI



Two held for producing fake admit card KOLKATA



Two persons were arrested on the charge of producing fake admit card of a girl to the Presidency university, police said on Sunday. One of the two arrested person was the private tutor of the girl and the other her father. The university official said, “we hope the police will bust if there is any racket and arrest the culprits.” PTI



Bhubaneswar



The ruling Biju Janata Dal (BJD) on Sunday announced that it would stage a “hartal” across Odisha on Monday to protest the steep hike in the price of petrol and diesel despite a slide in crude oil price in the international market. Hitting out at the BJP-led NDA Government at the Centre for the fuel price hikes, senior BJD leaders told reporters that five-hour State-wide hartal would be observed from 7 a.m. till 12 noon. Apart from the state capital, party workers and supporters would stage peaceful agitation in all district, subdivision and block headquarters, BJD vice-presidents Prasanna Acharya and Usha Devi and general secretary Sanjay Dasburma said.



Demonstrations would also be held in front of offices of the Central government, they said adding the agitation would continue till the Centre reduced fuel prices. While the international crude price had fallen, the NDA government has failed



to take steps to reduce the price of petrol and diesel, they said. Stating that frequent increase in fuel price had adverse impact on the common people, the BJD leaders said fuel price hike would have a cascading effect on the prices of essential commodities.



‘BJD-Cong nexus in Odisha’ Press trust of india Bhubaneswar



A senior BJP leader on Sunday alleged that the Congress shielded the Naveen Patnaik government during the just-concluded session of the Odisha Assembly as part of an alleged nexus with the ruling Biju Janata Dal. Senior BJP leader and party MLA Pradeep Puro-



hit told reporters here that because of the alleged BJDCongress nexus, the issue of flyover collapse near Bomikhal here on September 10 could not be discussed on the last day of the monsoon session of the assembly on Saturday. However, BJD spokesperson Amar Sathpathy dismissed the allegations as baseless.
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Finishing touches



‘No review to �nd out causes behind deaths ‘ Satyasundar Barik BHUBANESWAR



Odisha has not bothered to find out causes behind the deaths of newborns even though neonatal mortality rate in the State is the highest in the country, says the Comptroller and Auditor General of India in a report placed in the State Assembly on Saturday. “Though the neonatal mortality rate (37 per thousand) of the State was highest in the country and there were 16,651 deaths of neonatal and paediatric patients in the Government Medical College Hospitals (GMCHs) and district headquarter hospitals during 2013-16, the GMCHs had not conducted any death review to identify the causes of death,” says CAG. The Health Department had constituted a commit-



Goods train derails



Shutdown continues



Jalpaiguri (WB)



Darjeeling



*



PTI



Prescription audit “During 2013-16, the committee did not meet at all. The State government did not ensure sitting of the committee at regular intervals,” it says. Moreover, the health administration had not conducted prescription audit till July 2016. In another damning finding, the CAG found that the government had not given priority to infection prevention and control in paediatric units of hospitals. During 2013-16, as many as 427 neonates of the 27,804 babies born in



checked hospitals, succumbed to infectious diseases like sepsis and pneumonia. Overcrowding of wards, unlimited entry of attendants and inadequate training to health personnel were the causes of infectious diseases, the CAG points out. As per the last Sample Registration System bulletin, 2013, the Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) in Odisha was 51 per thousand in comparison to the national average of 40 and Neonatal Mortality Rate (NMR) was 37 per thousand against the national average of 29. The minimum bed occupancy rate of the medical college hospital should be 75% while the Indian standard says the BOR should not exceed 90% for providing quality service to in-patients.



Darjeeling hills situation peaceful Press trust of india



An artist busy preparing a pandal for the upcoming Durga Puja festival in Kolkata on Sunday.



tee in 1984 to review the causes of death occurring in the GMCHs, which was to meet regularly, at least once in a month, and submit the proceedings to the Director of Medical Education and Training.



The situation in the Darjeeling hills remained peaceful with no untoward incident being reported anywhere in the region as the indefinite shutdown for a separate Gorkhaland state entered its 95th day on Sunday, the police said. Several shops and markets reported regular business as people came out of their homes to purchase household materials, a senior district police officer said.



State-run buses were operating from Siliguri to Darjeeling via Kurseong and between Siliguri and Mirik. Police picketing was continuing at several important points of Darjeeling to keep a check on any untoward incident, the official said. “The situation as of now is pretty normal. There has been no report of any untoward incident from anywhere in the Darjeeling hills. We are keeping a strict vigil on the developments here,” the officer said.



Mizoram peace talks on Thursday Press trust of india Aizawl



Peace talks between the Mizoram government and the Manipur-based Hmar People’s Convention (Democratic) are scheduled to resume on Thursday, a senior State Home department official said. Additional Secretary in the Home department, Lalbiakzama said that the talks scheduled to be held this week would probably be the last official level talks, after which the talks would be elevated to political level. Mr. Lalbiakzama expressed the hope that the coming talks would finalise the framework agreement already deliberated.



The delay This round of parleys was delayed due to the government’s proposal to hold talks with the HPC (D) faction led by Lalhmingthanga Sanate during the last part of August.



Press trust of india



Three wagons of a goods train derailed near Dhupguri in Jalpaiguri district on Sunday. The three empty wagons of the Assam-bound goods train jumped off the tracks around 3 p.m., an NFR official said.



Upgrade skill, knowledge, Odisha DGP tells force ‘Cyber crime, economic o�ences new challenges’ Correspondent CUTTACK



Traditional methods of investigation in crime have lost their value and importance and hence the police force needs to upgrade its professional skills and knowledge to match the new challenges with the changing times, said newly appointed Director General of Odisha Police R. P. Sharma after inaugurating the 65th Odisha Police Duty Meet here over the weekend. “With the changing times, many new and complex crimes are being committed now. Cyber crime, organised crimes and economic offences are the new challenges before the police. We have to adopt scientific methods of investigation to solve them,” Dr. Sharma said, adding that criminal investigation was an important function of the police



and participating in Duty Meets would help to hone those skills. As many as 187 competitors and 21 police dogs from 37 police districts of the State are participating in the three-day meet, which will end on Monday. Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, who also holds the home portfolio, is scheduled to attend the valedictory function. Competitions in police subjects like observation and police portrait, scientific aid to investigation, medico-legal test, fingerprint identification, liftingpacking-forwarding of exhibits, photography, DNA fingerprinting, technical surveillance, cyber crimes, laws and rules and computer awareness tests will be held among the participants and the winners will be selected to participate in the All India Police Duty Meet.



Bomb hurled at Utkal campus Press Trust of India Bhubaneswar



Miscreants on Sunday hurled a crude bomb near a hostel in Utkal University campus here ahead of students’ union election but nobody was injured in the incident, the police said. The miscreants fled the spot after hurling the



bomb, apparently after a scufle between two groups, they said. Prohibitory orders under Section 144 of CrPC have been imposed and security tightened in the area, a police officer said. “The situation is now under control and police personnel are maintaining a close vigil to ,” he said.



Mamata hails Sindhu Press Trust of India Kolkata



West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on Sunday congratulated shuttler P.V. Sindhu on becoming the first Indian woman to win the Korea Open Super Series. “Super#PVSindhu @Pvsindhu1 First Indian to win the Korea (Open)Super Series. You make us proud. Congratulations,” Ms Banerjee wrote on her Twitter handle. CM YK
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IN BRIEF



Nadirsha interrogated for �ve hours



Alert across Kerala as No talks till Pakistan stops backing terror, says Rajnath monsoon pays o� debt India stronger now, will respond with several bullets to one, says Home Minister



Staff Reporter



KOCHI



P. RAM MOHAN



The Special Investigation Team probing the actor abduction case in Kochi interrogated filmmaker Nadirsha, a close friend of actor Dileep, an accused in the case, for nearly five hours on Sunday. The filmmaker was subjected to a medical check-up before the interrogation since he had fallen ill on Friday.



NIZAMABAD



Gram Seva Sangh to step up ‘Tax Denial Satyagraha’ BENGALURU



Demanding withdrawal of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime imposed on all handmade products across the country, the Gram Seva Sangh has decided to continue with the ‘Tax Denial Satyagraha’ till all handcrafted products are brought under ‘zero tax’, without ceiling.



Downpour expected to continue for two more days



As long as Pakistan continues to support cross-border terrorism, sending militants, India will not hold talks with it. India has friendly relations with all neighbouring countries except Pakistan, said Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh here on Sunday. Addressing a public meeting for the BJP’s Sankalp Sabha marking ‘Telangana Liberation Day’, the Home Minister said India believed in non-violence but would not remain silent if it was provoked with gunfire on its borders. “India is not a weak country; it is now very strong. From our side, we will not fire first; but will reply with several bullets even to a single bullet from the other side. I had given clear in-



Strong message: Home Minister Rajnath Singh at the Sankalp Sabha in Nizamabad on Sunday K.V. RAMANA *



structions to the BSF chief in September, 2014, when five civilians had fallen victim to cross-border firing,” he said. Quoting Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s message delivered on August 15 that the people would see a new India by 2022, Mr. Singh said the Government aimed at



building a nation that was free from corruption, poverty and extremism, and with houses for all.



‘Not a single scam’ Unlike the past when scams involving lakhs of crores of rupees had taken place, there was not a single scam



during three-years of BJP-led NDA rule, he said. September 17 was auspicious, as the day when Hyderabad State under Nizam’s rule was liberated and got independence, he said. In its seven-decade journey, the country had grown strong. The British, while leaving, wanted to divide it into pieces. However, under Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the country was united, merging the princely states, he said. “The Nizam decided to merge his State with Pakistan but people waged a historic struggle against his efforts,” said Mr. Singh. Union Minister of State for Home Hansraj Gangaram Ahir, former Minister Bandaru Dattatreya, BJP State president K. Laxman and party general secretary P. Muralidhar Rao participated.



Thiruvananthapuram



The heavy spell of rain that Kerala has experienced over the past 24 hours is expected to continue over the next two days too, according to the Meteorological Department. Very heavy rainfall of 12 to 24 centimetres is most likely to occur at one or two places in Kerala on Monday. Heavy rainfall of 7 to 11 centimetres is likely to occur at a few places in Kerala and Lakshadweep till Tuesday morning. Fishermen have been warned about strong winds from the southwesterly direction, with speeds occasionally reaching 45 to 55 kilometre per hour along and off Kerala coast and over Lakshadweep area till Monday afternoon. The State government has declared a holiday for all educational institutions, in-



Major relief: Kochi and its neighbouring areas were witness to incessant rain on Sunday. THULASI KAKKAT. *



cluding professional colleges, on Monday.



Preventive measures Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has issued instructions to the District Collectors and officials to take all the required preventive measures. The Fire and Rescue Services have been put on alert. Those staying in landslipprone areas and near rivers



have been advised to be on alert. On Monday, shutters of dams including Neyyar and Peppara in Thiruvananthapuram had to be opened due to the rising water levels. The current spell of heavy rains has come as a major relief for many parts of the State which had received scant showers this monsoon.



Yesudas seeks permission to enter Sree Padmanabhaswamy temple



Sel�e mania a cause for worry in Bandipur



Authorities say anyone who believes in Hinduism is welcome to o�er worship



Mysuru



‘Signages against stopping in core tiger area, elephant-crossing zones ignored’ zones,” Santosh, a wildlife activist, said.



R. Krishna Kumar



on Vijayadasami, which falls on September 30. “As per our custom, anyone who believes in Hinduism can visit the temple and offer worship. There are no restrictions for that,” he said.



Special Correspondent THIRUVANANTHAPURAM



Singer K.J. Yesudas has applied for permission to offer worship at the centuries-old Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple in Thiruvananthapuram, where only believers of Hinduism are permitted. The temple authorities said, the singer, a Christian by birth, had sent the request letter and declaration of his faith in Hinduism through a special messenger on Saturday evening. Temple executive officer



KCR plans to usher in milk revolution



K.J. Yesudas



V. Ratheesan said though Mr. Yesudas did not mention any date, the messenger informed that the singer would like to visit the temple



‘No issue’ “We all know about Mr. Yesudas’s faith in Hinduism and now he has given a declaration in this regard. So, as of now, there is no issue for him to visit the temple,” the official said. Non-Hindus and foreigners are permitted inside the



sprawling temple dedicated to Lord Padmanabha after accepting similar declarations, he said. Hailing from a Roman Catholic family, the singer had earlier been denied entry into the Sree Krishna Temple at Guruvayur in Thrissur district and the Kadampuzha Devi Temple in Malappuram for being ‘nonHindu.’ However, Mr. Yesudas has been a regular visitor to the Sabarimala Ayyappa temple and the Mookambika Devi Temple at Kollur in Karnataka.



The recent death of a man trying to take a selfie with an elephant on the rampage in Odisha, or the fact that half of the “selfie deaths” in the world were reported from India last year, does not seem to have had a sobering effect on tourists visiting national parks and wildlife sanctuaries. This is evident in Bandipur where tourists and motorists heading towards the reception centre for a safari, or those driving through the forests along the National Highway 181 en route to Ooty, or NH 766 to Sultan Bathery stop midway in viol-
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All decked up



Special Correspondent



Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao has announced his government’s plans to bring milk revolution, ‘paala velluva or ksheera viplavam’, in the State by providing one buffalo each to about two lakhs member farmers of all cooperative dairies. “The scheme will be grounded within two months and the milk producers of the cooperative dairies given one buffalo each with 50% subsidy,” he said while addressing milk producers at his camp office, Pragathi Bhavan, here on Sunday. The Scheduled Caste, and Scheduled Tribe members of the cooperative dairies would, however, be given 75% subsidy.



CM YK



*



ation of the law to pose for a selfie with wild animals in the backdrop given the obsession for posting their images on social media. “The issue has reached



alarming proportions in Bandipur where signages warning people against stopping is ignored by the tourists even in the core tiger area or elephant-crossing



Parched Prakasam district desperate for Krishna water Faces peculiar situation of excess rainfall and dry tanks



HYDERABAD



Local breeds As was being done in case of the sheep units supply scheme, the beneficiaries of the buffalo scheme would also be given freedom to make a choice on the breed of animal they want and the subsidy would be routed through the cooperative dairy societies. He suggested that the milk producers go for local breeds as those from far-off areas would struggle to cope with the weather conditions in the State. When asked, a few representatives of milk producers told the Chief Minister that one good buffalo would cost anything between ₹50,000 and ₹60,000. Stating that the scheme would require about ₹500 crore for implementation, he hoped that it would improve milk production in the State, supply to cooperative dairies, from the existing 7 lakh litres a day to 10 lakh litres a day in six months’ time. The Chief Minister also asked the milk producers of the cooperative dairies to raise six plants (seedlings and saplings) at their homes and name them after the family members.



Alarming trend: A tourist in Bandipur stops for a sel�e, violating the law and risking his life. R.KRISHNA KUMAR



Spotted deer on highway The violations tend to commence soon after one passes through the Forest Department check-post at Melkamanahalli Gate and enter the ghat section. The area happens to be a prime elephant-crossing section and though elephant sightings may be rare, what prompts the motorists to stop the vehicles is the presence of spotted deer along the highway. “The probability of a carnivore lurking nearby and stalking its prey is ignored,” say wildlife activists.



S. Murali Ongole



Drinking water shortage has turned acute in the fluorideaffected Prakasam district as 232 notified tanks in the district and the two summer storage tanks in the city which depend upon replenishment from the River Krishna have dried up. Denizens are being supplied drinking water once in seven days by drawing from the dead storage of the summer storage tank-I with the help of electric motors and by tapping 35 open wells.



Draped in colour: A variety of �owers are in full bloom ahead of the Dasara �ower show, at Kuppanna Park in Mysuru.



*



M.A.SRIRAM



‘Completely dry’ “While the storage in tank-I is only 200 million litres as against its capacity of 1,950, the tank-II, which can retain 3,850 million litres, has dried up completely,” say the Ongole municipal corporation officials.



Tough situation: The summer storage tank-II in Ongole, which is almost dry. KOMMURI SRINIVAS *



Currently, the Ongole Municipal Corporation is drawing 5 to 6 million litres from the Gundalakamma reservoir and another 1.2 million litres from open bore wells as the dams across the Krishna in the State have not received inflows even in the second week of September from the upper riparian States, says Municipal Commissioner S. Venkatakrishna. “We will not be able to continue drinking water



supply if replenishment from River Krishna is not ensured from the Nagarjunasagar reservoir in the next 10 to 15 days,” says Municipal Engineer D. Sundarama Reddy. The district, with 48 of the 56 mandals fluoride-affected, has been experiencing a peculiar situation with all the notified and non-notified drinking water tanks becoming almost empty, even as the district experienced excess rainfall.



Lottery ma�a seeks to exploit GST �aws in Kerala



Pigment e�uents pose threat to water table



Investigators say tickets did not conform to lotteries Act



PEDANA



Kalamkari units release waste into local drains at town in Krishna district Bengaluru-based research scholar Meera Curam says, “The poor quality pigments and other ingredients such as kerosene used by the Pedana Kalamkari units are unnatural. The existing practices are harmful to the groundwater table as well as workers who are exposed to those pigments.”



T. Appala Naidu



G. Anand Thiruvananthapuram



The Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime appeared to have thrown the door open for organised racketeers seeking to rake in huge profits by retailing banned other-State lotteries in Kerala. The so-called lottery mafia is deftly exploiting the flaws in implementing the GST rule to tap into the huge market for numbered lottery tickets in the State, according to the State police and Commercial Taxes Department (CTD) officials privy to the matter. On July 30, barely a month after the GST regime came into force, the Kasaba police in Palakkad district impounded dubious lottery tickets worth ₹5.3 crore.



A northeastern State had purportedly printed the lotteries. Investigators said their post-sale processing, including draw, was suspect and the tickets did not conform to the Central Central Lotteries Act.



Illegal sale A subsequent investigation revealed that a Kochi-based agency had imported the banned lottery for illegal sale. The firm had received GST registration by default a week after it applied online. The State GST Department had apparently failed to vet the agency’s application. The GST Network (GSTN) automatically accorded registration to the firm since the Kerala GST Department had filed no objection.



The private agency, which has challenged the seizure in court, has argued that the State GST administration had not objected to its application to import and sell in bulk other State lotteries. It demanded the confiscated tickets be returned and penal action against the firm dropped. Investigators said the seizure of prohibited lotteries in Palakkad was just the tip of the iceberg. There are an estimated 40,000 authorised lottery dealers in Kerala. Scores of them sell banned other State lotteries, which offer a higher commission, at the expense of thousands of hopefuls who are addicted to trying their luck with printed lotteries despite a slim chance of winning.



Indiscriminate use of poor quality fugitive pigments by the majority of the Kalamkari production units here has posed a major threat of contamination of water table. Dozens of Kalamkari production units have come up in the tiny town since early 2014 to meet the huge demand for the textile products across the country, replacing the natural process and colours with fugitive pigments. Recently, the civic body with the support of the revenue and police has banned washing of the fabric, on which the pigments mixed with kerosene are applied, in the Ramaraj Canal and the Krishna river across the Krishna district.



Harmful practice: Workers washing Kalamkari fabric at Ramaraju Canal near Pedana in Krishna district. T. APPALA NAIDU *



ing the waste water into the local open storm water drains in the town, leaving the water table contaminated with toxic effluents. Ironically, there has been no source to let the water out from the Pedana town since 1980s and the locals release the water into the nearest agriculture fields or vacant places.



https://t.me/yk_info ‘No alternative source’ Finding no alternative sources, the units are releas-



“The waste water from the households or Kalamkari units in our town stagnates in the open drains. The use of pigment or chemical colours in the Kalamkari industry is a cause of worry for us as it will have an adverse impact on the water table,” Pedana Municipal Commissioner T. Nageswara Rao told The Hindu.



GI guidelines A recent investigation by the Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control Board has warned that the water in which fabric with pigments is washed is not advisable to purify for drinking water purpose. In 2013, the Kalamkari art (Machilipatnam Kalamkari) has been registered in the Geographical Indications (GI) Registry. Using chemical pigments instead of natural colours extracted from listed plants and herbs is a blatant violation of the GI guidelines. M ND-NDE
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IN BRIEF



’Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’ has helped sex ratio’



Odisha govt rapped for delay in notifying elephant corridors NGT wants govt to give a speci�c timeframe for completion of processes Satyasundar Barik



Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar said the ‘Beti Bachao—Beti Padhao’ campaign has helped improve the State’s sex ratio which crossed the 950 girls per 1,000 boys mark. “The sex ratios in districts such as Sonipat and Panipat were quite low, but now it has crossed the mark of 950 girls per 1,000 boys,” he said. PTI



BHUBANESWAR



JAMMU



A wanted criminal was arrested here on Sunday, the police said, adding that a country-made pistol and two live cartridges were seized from his possession. Paramjit Singh alias Sunny was arrested by the Gandhi Nagar police, they said, adding that he was involved in many heinous crimes. PTI



Over 450 kg of poppy seized in Jammu, 2 held JAMMU



The Jammu Police on Sunday arrested two people who were smuggling nearly 485 kg of poppy out of the State. The arrest was made during routine checking at a road in Jammu city, when a police team flagged down a truck. The police said the poppy was being transported to Punjab from Srinagar. PTI



Elderly woman alleges rape by son in Gurdaspur



Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday



Press Trust of India



The National Green Tribunal has expressed extreme disappointment over the lethargic pace of notifying elephant corridors — fixed paths which connect traditional elephant habitats — in Odisha. Adjudicating the case filed by the Wildlife Society of Orissa, Justice S. P. Wangdi, judicial member, and P. C. Mishra, expert member, of the NGT, Eastern Zone Bench, directed the Odisha government to give a specific timeframe for completion of processes before publication of the notification in respect of the elephant corridors.



Legal sanctity In 2010, the State government had identified 14 corridors, which would not only have helped the elephants move without any disturbances, but also increased chances of exchange of genetic diversity interchange. Later, another nine corridors were identified. However, the government has been dillydallying in notifying the corridors that would have given legal sanctity for their preservation. “The State government on January 13, 2017, had categorically stated that the work of assessing habitat viability and



A school principal was allegedly beaten to death and his wife injured by around six people who barged into their rented accommodation and fled with cash and jewellery, the police said on Sunday.



Rise in numbers: As per the latest census �gure, Odisha had 1,976 elephants in 2017, 22 more than that in 2015. FILE PHOTO: LINGARAJ PANDA *



ground-truthing of the already identified elephant corridors had been handed over to the Asian Nature Conservation Foundation (ANCF). The report in respect of which was expected to be received by early 2017. This has been repeated by the government in the subsequent affidavit filed on February 20,” the order says. “Today being September 12, which falls in the later part of 2017, it was expected that the work would be completed by this time. On being questioned as to whether the report has been filed or not, the government submits that it has not yet been submitted



but, as per instructions, it is expected within the first week of October,” says NGT’s last Tuesday’s order.



Further complications “Every day’s delay in doing so, would give rise to further complications and a situation may so arise when traditional elephant corridors would be non-existent leading to their gradual extinction. We may remind ourselves that this earth is not for the survival of human race alone,” said the NGT. “We expect the Odisha government, one of the States where the elephants survive as their traditional



abode, shall take immediate steps for protection of this gentle giant,” emphasises the tribunal in its order. Shankar Pani, counsel for Wildlife Society of Orissa, said the NGT also came down heavily on the State government for its inaction over illegal commercial operations in two identified elephant corridors. As per the latest census figure, Odisha had 1976 elephants in 2017, 22 more elephants compared to 2015. During the past five years (since 2013-14), elephants have come out of forests regularly in 26 of the 30 districts.



Couple beat up SSP Bareily Jogendra Kumar said: “At 2.30 am, around six people entered their rented accommodation in Nava Nagla where Subhash Chandra (45), a principal of a primary school, and his wife Shalini Gupta (40) were living with their threeyear- old daughter.” “They beat up the couple and fled the spot after looting ₹50,000 in cash and jewellery worth ₹10 lakh,” the SSP said. Call to brother “Around 3 a.m., Shalini called up his brother, who informed the police. The couple was taken to a hospital where Subhash was declared brought dead,” he said. Investigation into the case is under way, the officer said.



Frame policy to curb celebratory �ring: HC to Centre Petitioners contend that it’s an obnoxious practice; court says plea for stringent norms in public interest



BATALA



An elderly woman was allegedly raped by her son at a village in this sub-division under the Gurdaspur district, the police said on Sunday. The 70-year-old alleged that her 45-year-old son had been raping her under the influence of liquor for the last two years, the police said. The accused is absconding. PTI



Weather Watch



Bareilly



SONIPAT



Wanted criminal arrested in Jammu, pistol seized



School principal beaten to death



Press Trust of India New Delhi



The Delhi High Court has asked the Centre and other authorities to frame a policy within three months to curb the practice of celebratory firing. A Bench of Acting Chief Justice Gita Mittal and Justice C. Hari Shankar told author-



ities that the plea for stringent norms to curb the practice was certainly not adversarial and was in public interest.



‘Obnoxious practice’ The plea, moved by Mr. Shyam Sunder Kausal, whose daughter died in April last year as a result of celeb-



ratory firing that took place during a marriage procession, had contended that the act at weddings and other functions, was an “obnoxious practice” which “causes terror in the general public”. The petitioners, Mr. Kausal and NGO Fight for Human Rights had sought directions to the Ministry of



Home Affairs to devolve a robust mechanism to ensure that these licences were not misused and “frame stringent policyto curb the obnoxious practice of celebratory firing”.



Deaths on the rise Mr. Kausal’s counsel Akash Vajpai said the practice was



not under check and consequently the numbers of deaths were increasing. He further added that “carrying of a gun in a marriage procession is illegal under Arms Act, 1959, and Indian Penal Code, 1860, and terms of the licence also forbade the taking of the gun to public assemblage.”



Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)



Forecast for Monday: Heavy to very heavy rain with extremely heavy falls likely at isolated places over Konkan, Goa, Odisha, West Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Kerala. rain max min city Agartala.................. -.... 30.5.... 27.7 Ahmedabad..........6.4.... 32.2.... 25.5 Aizawl .................7.0.... 31.9.... 15.4 Allahabad ............... -.... 35.5.... 27.6 Bengaluru ..........17.2.... 29.4.... 20.8 Bhopal.................... -.... 32.2.... 23.5 Bhubaneswar .....15.2.... 34.2.... 25.4 Chandigarh ............. -.... 34.0.... 25.0 Chennai ...............9.6.... 32.1.... 24.5 Coimbatore........18.5.... 31.3.... 22.2 Dehradun.............0.3.... 29.7.... 23.6 Gangtok...............3.5.... 25.8.... 18.0 Goa ........................ -.... 27.0.... 25.0 Guwahati ................ -.... 36.4.... 27.6 Hubballi.................. -.... 26.0.... 21.0 Hyderabad ...........2.4.... 33.0.... 23.3 Imphal...............21.0.... 32.8.... 20.2 Jaipur ..................... -.... 34.0.... 24.6 Kochi.................58.6.... 29.2.... 23.8 Kohima................1.2.... 28.5.... 18.6 Kolkata................... -.... 36.0.... 28.6



city rain max min Kozhikode .........100.0.... 30.4.... 24.0 Kurnool ...............51.4.... 34.1.... 22.7 Lucknow................... -.... 35.3.... 27.1 Madurai.................0.6.... 34.9.... 24.5 Mangaluru ...........47.7.... 26.9.... 23.4 Mumbai...............32.2.... 29.3.... 25.0 Mysuru..................4.0.... 27.1.... 20.6 New Delhi ................ -.... 35.3.... 25.4 Patna ....................... -.... 36.4.... 27.6 Port Blair ............74.0.... 28.6.... 23.7 Puducherry............6.5.... 30.3.... 25.1 Pune .....................0.4.... 28.8.... 22.6 Raipur ...................1.1.... 32.7.... 27.5 Ranchi...................... -.... 32.6.... 22.1 Shillong.................... -.... 27.2.... 16.7 Shimla...................... -.... 23.3.... 16.8 Srinagar ................... -.... 29.3.... 11.1 Trivandrum .........23.9.... 26.3.... 23.6 Tiruchi ..................... -.... 30.3.... 25.4 Vijayawada ............... -.... 32.1.... 26.0 Visakhapatnam .......3.1.... 29.0.... 25.9



Particulate matter in the air you are breathing CITIES



Yesterday



SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE



Ahmedabad ....... .....-......-.....-......... - ........- ........Bengaluru.............12 ...17 ....8........ 8 ........-.......* Chennai ................16 ...13 ..64...... 42 ........-.......* Delhi ....................10 ...40 ..30.... 114 ........-.......* Hyderabad..............7 ...33 ..20...... 45 ........-.......* Kolkata.................20 ...53 ..24......... -......96.......* Lucknow.................5 ...49 ..47...... 83 ........-.......* Mumbai ................10 ...45 ..20...... 37......55.......* Pune ....................36 ...10 ..72...... 22......40.......* Visakhapatnam .......8 ...15 ..37...... 47......69.......*



In observations made at 4 p.m., Patna recorded an air quality index (AQI) score of 194, indicating high levels of pollutants in the air. In contrast, Rajamahendravaram recorded a healthy AQI score of 36.



Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues and monuments. NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature death in people with heart or lung disease



0 DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy themselves about the veracity of an advertisement before responding to any published in this newspaper. Kasturi & Sons Limited, the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s products and/or services. In no event can the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Employees of this newspaper/ company be held responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever for any claims and/or damages for advertisements in this newspaper.
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IN BRIEF



‘Air Force built on Marshal Singh’s values’ He set personal examples in shaping its ethos, say ex-chiefs



Gun salute, funeral today



CHANDIGARH



Dinakar Peri



The Haryana police have arrested two persons in connection with the violence that broke out on August 25 in Panchkula after Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh was convicted in a rape case. Efforts are also on to trace the Dera chief’s adopted daughter Honeypreet Insan and Dera spokesman Aditya Insan. PTI



NEW DELHI



Marshal of the Indian Air Force Arjan Singh, who passed away on Saturday, will be laid to rest with full state honours on Monday. “The last rites will be performed at Brar Square, Delhi, at 10 a.m. on September 18. As a mark of respect to the departed dignitary, a state funeral will be accorded and the national flag will fly halfmast on the day in Delhi on all buildings,” the government said in a statement. A Defence Ministry statement said a gun salute would be given.



Two held; search for Honeypreet continues



10 injured in communal clash in West Bengal KOLKATA



At least 10 persons were injured in clashes between two communities in the Nakashipara block of Nadia district in West Bengal. The clashes allegedly took place due to acts which “hurt the religious sentiments” of one community. Nadia SP Ram Jhajria said 28 persons were arrested for creating nuisance and for unlawful assembly.



38 Vyapam cases moved to other special courts NEW DELHI



The Madhya Pradesh High Court has closed nine of the 18 special courts that were hearing the Vyapam scam cases in the State, on a plea by the CBI that 38 cases be shifted to other special courts for efficient handling of proceedings. The CBI has so far registered over 150 cases pertaining to the admission and recruitment scam.



Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



While tributes poured in from all walks of life for Marshal of the Indian Air Force Arjan Singh who passed away on Saturday, many of his successors recalled several instances of the legendary soldier’s abiding role in shaping the IAF into one of the finest military arms in the world. From encouraging young pilots to warmly welcoming women fighter pilots, he set personal examples in shaping the ethos of the IAF, many former Air Force chiefs said. Besides being the first four-star general of the Air Force and its only five-star general in its history, Marshal Singh also stood out as an icon and legend due to his leadership values like honesty and integrity on which the Indian Air Force has built its structures, many in the IAF recalled. “Something special to him was his personal contributions. For instance during Burma campaign in WW-II, they went quite deep to attack the Japanese. It was a brilliant air campaign… The other part of him is his leadership, his style and remarkable patience. I never heard of him losing patience. He demanded few things, integrity and honesty. He set a tradition. We simply followed it down the line,” former Air



Saluting a hero: President Ram Nath Kovind pays his last respects to Marshal of the Indian Air Force Arjan Singh in New Delhi on Sunday. PTI *



Chief Marshal (ACM) S Krishnaswamy told The Hindu. Singh formally took charge as the Marshal of the Air Force in 2002 when ACM Krishnaswamy was the Chief. He said the IAF had built its structures on his ethos, integrity to the military and the nation and honesty to colleagues and sub-ordinates. Another former Chief ACM Arup Raha had a similar observation: “Marshal of the Air Force Arjan Singh stands out as he had so many credits to him. He had shrewd military characters in him. He was loved by everyone. He is an icon and legend.” Marshal Singh joined the Royal Indian Air Force in 1938 when he was only 19



years old. He went on to become the Chief of the IAF when he was 44 years old and soon saw action in the 1965 war in which he played an instrumental role in turning it around. Recalling the several firsts of Marshal Singh, ACM Raha said on the 1965 war, “In the backdrop of the 1962 war, the IAF was exploring its war-winning potential. He did exceptionally well in that.” After retirement, Marshal Singh served as High Commissioner and Lieutenant Governor earning laurels.



Welcomed women pilots ACM Raha, who stepped down as Chief at the end of the last year, recalled meeting him regularly to update



CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



Worship at work



him on the developments in the Air Force. “When we were planning to put a proposal to the government on inducting women as fighter pilots, I told him about it. He was very elated. He said women are as good as men and they should be given equal opportunity. After the government approval, he was very happy,” he said. In June 2016, the first batch of three women fighter pilots, Avani Chaturvedi, Bhawana Kanth and Mohana Singh, were commissioned into the IAF and they later met Marshal Singh. “He was so happy to meet them. They were like his grandchildren,” ACM Raha recalled. Last year, the IAF celebrated Marshal Singh’s 97th



birthday and Air Force station Panagarh was renamed Air Force station Arjan Singh. “He was initially reluctant. But we convinced him,” ACM Raha added. Another former Chief ACM A.Y. Tipnis recalled one of his interactions with Marshal Singh in 1962-63 when the first Russian MiG-21 squadron was inducted into the Air Force. It was also the first supersonic squadron in the force. Normally when a new squadron is formed, senior officers are posted as a precaution in handling new platforms. “But we were there and the only reason was the Marshal had insisted that there must be young people in the squadron,” ACM Tipnis recalled.



have lost a < > We brave soldier... Generations to come will be inspired by him Narendra Modi Prime Minister



very rare < > Itforisany country to have a soldier of that kind of credentials Nirmala Sitharaman Defence Minister



tales of his < > The courage will remain immortal Rajnath Singh Home Minister



led a young < > He Air Force into the war in 1965 when he was hardly 44 years old Venkaiah Naidu Vice-President



Singh’s < > Arjan extraordinary contribution will always be a source of inspiration to us Sonia Gandhi Congress president



Railways cut sleep time by an hour Press Trust of India New Delhi



The Railways is reducing the ‘official sleeping hours’ on reserved coaches in trains in an effort to put an end to quarrels that break out if passengers in the middle and lower berths oversleep. According to a circular issued by the Railway Board, passengers in the reserved coaches can only sleep between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. so that others may sit for the rest of the time. The new provision replaces paragraph 652 in the Indian Railways Commercial Manual, Volume I, which provides for sleeping accommodation between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. “Sleeping accommodation between 2200 hours and 0600 hours and sitting accommodation for the rest of the period is provided for the passengers in the reserved coaches having sleeping accommodation,” said the circular, dated August 31. The circular, however, makes an exception for certain passengers. “Passengers are, however, requested to cooperate with the sick, persons with disability, and pregnant ladies in case they want to sleep beyond permissible limits,” it says. “We already have a rule in place. However, we wanted to clarify it and ensure it is followed,” said Ministry spokesperson Anil Saxena.



Another encounter killing in U.P. With this, the total number of such killings under Yogi government rises to 16 Omar Rashid



Crackdown continues: Yogi Adityanath at the launch of ‘Phantom’, a new police contingent to check crimes. PTI



32 bore pistol and six live cartridges were recovered from the accused. They had several cases of murder, loot and attempt to murder and under the Arms Act pending against him in Meerut, Baghpat and Muzaffarnagar districts, the police said. Of the 16 persons killed in police encounters, the majority 11 were gunned down in western U.P. The highest number of killings was recorded in Shamli (4).



On Sunday, the police gunned down one Janu, alias Jan Mohammad, of Baghpat during a vehicle check at Khatauli in Muzaffarnagar district. According to a police spokesperson, Jan Mohammad and an aide fired at the police when they were



‘No place for crime’ “There is no place for crime and criminals under the Yogi government,” Cabinet Minister Shrikant Sharma said. Additional Director-General of Police (Law and Order) Anand Kumar said the encounters would continue.



LUCKNOW



Personnel of the Tripura State Ri�es display arms during the Vishwakarma Puja at their camp in R.K. Nagar, Agartala, on Sunday. ABHISHEK SAHA *



Ministry gets notice over National Library extension



Oxygen supplier held in U.P.



RTI applicant alleges he was given misleading information



Gorakhpur



Soumya Das Kolkata



The Central Information Commission (CIC) has served a show-cause notice to the Ministry of Culture (MoC) for not replying to a Right to Information (RTI) query filed last year on the proposed regional extension centre of the National Library in New Delhi. Currently, the sole campus of the National Library is located in south Kolkata. “The Commission directs the respondent authority to provide point-wise information to the applicant, free of cost and also directs the Central Public Information Officer (CPIO) to show-cause why maximum penalty should not be imposed for not replying properly before 21.9.2017,” the CIC said in its notice . Calls to N.K. Sinha, the CPIO, went unanswered. In his application, Biswanath Goswami, a socio-legal researcher and activist, sought “complete information and each copy of relevant documents relating to present and final/ultimate/long term plan of action and policy and programme in future regarding the establishment of Regional Centre/Extension Centre of National Library at New Delhi”. He also asked for details and copies of every meeting, proposal and decision of all CM YK



The National Library in Kolkata.



concerned departments and ministries. In its reply, dated September 21, 2016, the Ministry said: “It is informed that the proposal is under consideration in the Ministry of Culture.” Not satisfied, Mr. Goswami appealed to the First Appellate Authority (an officer senior in rank to the CPIO) at the Ministry, which replied on January 11 that the proposed extension counter of the National Library was at “nascent stage of discussions”.



Substantiating claim Mr. Goswami then appealed to the CIC, alleging that both the CPIO and the First Appellate Authority not only “suppressed material facts” but “purposefully supplied false, contradictory and misleading information”. “I have got government documents which show that



*



SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



the MoC deliberately provided misleading information about the proposed extension centre” Mr. Goswami said. According to the government document, a copy of which is with The Hindu, not only have the aims and objectives of the proposed extension of National Library been decided, but its reader capacity, staff requirement as well as estimated budget have been fixed. The document, titled Proposal for Establishment of National Library Extension Centre/Regional Centre at New Delhi, says that the regional centre should be established at New Delhi for “better coordination and liaison with publishers”. The document also states that the estimated expenditure for the initial one year of the extension counter will be about ₹1.12 crore.



A man carrying a bounty of ₹12,000 was killed in a police shootout in Muzaffarnagar on Sunday, taking the total number of encounter killings under the Yogi Adityanath government in Uttar Pradesh to 16. This comes even as the State government has empowered police officials to announce increased cash rewards to personnel for arresting criminals. The amounts were revised to “keep the morale of the police personnel high” and help in the quick arrest of criminals, said Arvind Kumar, Principal Secretary, Home Department, which is under the control of Adityanath.



*



confronted by the officers. “One criminal died of bullet wounds, while the other escaped,” the spokesperson said. Constables Deepak Kumar and Sohan sustained bullet injuries. A 315 bore country pistol with eight live cartridges, a



Press Trust of India



The proprietor of Pushpa Sales, which supplied oxygen to the state-run Baba Raghav Das Medical College where dozens of children died last month, was on Sunday arrested in connection with the case. More than 60 children, mostly infants, had died at the hospital within a week last month. There were allegations that the deaths occurred due to a disruption in oxygen supply over unpaid bills to the vendor. With the fresh arrest, all the nine persons named in the FIR have been held. “Manish Bhandari, the proprietor of Pushpa Sales, was arrested from the Deoria bypass road,” Senior Superintendent of Police Gorakhpur, Anirudh Sidhartha Pankaj said.
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Reading the tea leaves The emerging India-Japan alignment sets the stage for the reordering of the Asian strategic landscape



Time for caution



I



ndia’s external balance sheet may have improved signi�cantly since the infamous taper tantrum of 2013, but there are now signs that warrant more caution from policymakers. Last week, the current account de�cit (CAD) widened to a four-year high of $14.3 billion in the �rst quarter of the current �nancial year, standing at 2.4% of gross domestic product, compared to 0.1% last year. The widening CAD was driven by a greater increase in merchandise imports than exports. A strong capital account surplus, however, has helped the country pay for its import bills without much trouble. Foreign investors starved of yield have been stepping up their investments in India, which remains one of the few places o�ering higher yields. Compared to last year, net FDI almost doubled to $7.2 billion in the �rst quarter, while net portfolio investment jumped about six times to $12.5 billion. The strong in�ow of foreign capital has also led to a signi�cant increase in foreign reserve holdings, thanks to the Reserve Bank of India which has been busy buying dollars to weaken the rupee. Forex reserves were at an all-time high of $400.7 billion for the week ending September 8, while the rupee has appreciated by over 6% against the dollar this year. Low global oil prices over the last two years have also helped contain a good portion of its import bills. All this might change with the impending tightening of monetary policy by the U.S. Federal Reserve and other central banks. After all, emerging Asian markets have been the biggest bene�ciaries of loose monetary policy in the West, so any change in stance would most de�nitely a�ect them. Indian companies, for instance, have aggressively tapped into the market for rupee-denominated foreign debt, which can work against them if the �ow of foreign capital turns volatile. The RBI has been regulating the amount and quality of such borrowings, so it may seem like things are under control for now. Further, India’s total external debt declined by 2.7% during the �nancial year 2016-17, standing at $471.9 billion, driven by a fall in external commercial borrowings and deposits by non-resident Indians. The World Bank, in fact, has said that India’s external dynamics remain very favourable given the size of its economy and foreign reserve holdings. But a prolonged period of unfavourable trade balance when combined with volatile international capital �ows can lead to unsavoury macroeconomic situations. According to a report by India Ratings & Research earlier this year, a 10% depreciation of the rupee combined with a 50 basis point interest rate hike can severely a�ect most Indian borrowers. It added that as much as 65% of foreign debt exposure of Indian companies may be unhedged. As the world looks to withdraw from an era of historically low interest rates, it would be wise for India’s policymakers to be ready with an emergency plan to tackle a period of signi�cant volatility.



rakesh sood n history, de�ning moments like 9/11 that can be identi�ed as markers of change are rare. More often, there are trend lines of slow-moving geopolitical changes which come together at a particular moment in time resulting in an in�exion point. Reading the tea leaves indicates that 2017 may well be the year which marked the reordering of the Asian strategic landscape.



I



Two trend lines The two slow moving trend lines clearly discernible since the Cold War ended a quarter century ago are the shift of the geopolitical centre of gravity from the Euro-Atlantic to the Indo-Paci�c region and the rise of China. The U.S. ‘rebalancing’ announced in 2011 was a belated recognition of these changes, driven home by the impact of the 2008 �nancial crisis. Most of the rivalries are being played out in the crowded geopolitical space of the Indo-Paci�c, and Asian economies now account for more than half of global GDP and becoming larger in coming years. China’s rise is re�ected in a more assertive China. According to President Xi Jinping’s ‘two guides’ policy announced in February, China should guide ‘the shaping of the new world order’ and safeguarding ‘international security’. Much has changed during the last quarter century when Deng Xiaoping advised China ‘to observe calmly, secure its position, hide its capability, bide its time and not claim leadership’. Today’s China is not just willing but eager to assume leadership and expects other countries to yield space. China has suggested ‘a new type of great power relations’ to the U.S. Its assertiveness in the East China Sea with Japan and in the South China Sea with its Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) neighbours sends a signal that while multipolarity may be desirable in a global order, in Asia,



GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO



As the world looks to end the era of easy money, India must be prepared



bene�ts of the U.S. security umbrella on the cheap. Recent nuclear and long-range missile tests by North Korea have added to South Korean and Japanese anxieties. Japan has been particularly rattled by the two missiles �red across Hokkaido. Given the U.S. push for more sanctions that depend on China for implementation, most Japanese reluctantly admit that North Korea’s nuclear and missile capability is unlikely to be dismantled any time soon. Another signi�cant development was the Doklam stand-o� between India and China that lasted from June to August. The Chinese playbook followed the established pattern — creating a physical presence followed by sharpened rhetoric, together becoming an exercise in coercive diplomacy. This worked in pushing the nine-dash line in the South China Sea with the Philippines and Vietnam even as China built additional facilities on reclaimed land in the area. India, however, chose to block China and a few hundred soldiers on the plateau maintained their hostile postures even as Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Xi attended the the G-20 summit in July amidst heightened rhetoric recalling the 1962 war. Di�erences with China did not begin with Doklam. It was preceded by the stapled visa issue for Indians belonging to Arunachal Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir, growing incidents of incursions along the disputed boundary, blocking of India’s bid to join the



China is the predominant power and must be treated as such. Even though China has been a bene�ciary of the U.S.-led global order, it is impatient that it does not enjoy a position that it feels it deserves, especially in the Bretton Woods institutions. During the last �ve years, it has set about creating a new set of institutions (the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank and the New Development Bank) and launched the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) to create a new trading infrastructure that re�ects China’s centrality as the largest trading nation. The BRI is also complemented by a growing Chinese naval presence in the Indian Ocean. Beginning in 2009, the PLA Navy started rotating three ship task forces through the Indian Ocean as part of the anti-piracy task force o� the Somalia coast. Visits by nuclear attack submarines to littoral ports began to take place. In addition to Gwadar, China is now converting the supply facility at Djibouti into a full-�edged military base.



Accelerating the trends Recent developments have accelerated these geopolitical trends. The �rst was the outcome of the U.S. elections last year. By invoking ‘America �rst’ repeatedly, President Donald Trump has made it clear that the U.S. considers the burden of leading the global order too onerous. American allies, particularly in the Asia-Paci�c, are nervous about Mr. Trump’s harangues that they are enjoying the



Nuclear Suppliers Group last year, ensuring that no language relating to Pakistan-based terrorist groups found mention in the BRICS summit in Goa and preventing the inclusion of Masood Azhar from being designated as a terrorist by the UN Security Council by exercising a veto. Since 1988, India has followed a consistent China policy based on putting aside the boundary dispute and developing other aspects of the relationship in the expectation that this would create mutual trust and enable a boundary settlement. However, the gap between India and China has grown, both in economic and military terms, and with it has emerged a more assertive China. The shared vision of an Asian century with a rising India and rising China is long past. Mr. Modi’s personal diplomacy with Mr. Xi has had little in�uence on changing Chinese attitudes or behaviour. After Doklam, there is �nally a consensus that the old China policy does not serve our national interests and a review is long overdue.



A new strategic landscape It is against this backdrop that Japanese Prime Minister Shinzō Abe’s visit to India took place last week. The contours of a new relationship were de�ned during Mr. Abe’s earlier tenure, in 2006-07, when annual summits were introduced, the relationship became a ‘Special Strategic and Global Partnership’, Japan was invited to join in the Malabar naval exercises and a Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation was concluded. Since then, signi�cant content has been added. A singular achievement was the conclusion of the agreement for Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy last year. Under negotiation for �ve years, this was a sensitive issue for Japan given the widespread anti-nuclear sentiment (though Japan enjoys the U.S. nuclear umbrella) and (misplaced) faith in the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty; it would not have gone through but for Mr. Abe’s personal commitment. To deepen strategic understanding, the two sides initiated a 2+2 Dialogue involving the Foreign and Defence Ministries in 2010. A



memorandum on enhancing defence and technology/security cooperation was signed and talks on acquiring the amphibious maritime surveillance ShinMaywa US-2i began in 2013. Trilateral dialogue involving both the U.S. and Japan and covering strategic issues was elevated to ministerial level in 2014. Japanese participation in the Malabar exercises, suspended because of Chinese protests, was restored in 2015. Once the agreement for the 12 US-2i aircraft is concluded with a follow-up acquisition as part of Make in India, the strategic relationship will begin to acquire critical mass. However the strategic partnership needs stronger economic ties. Today, India-Japan trade languishes at around $15 billion, a quarter of trade with China while Japan-China trade is around $300 billion. Therefore, the primary focus during the recent visit has been on economic aspects. The Mumbai-Ahmedabad high speed rail corridor is more than symbolism, in demonstrating that high-cost Japanese technology is viable in developing countries and that India has the absorption capacity to master it. Completing it in �ve years is a management challenge but the bigger challenge will be to transfer the know-how of best practices to other sectors of the economy. Another major initiative is the recently launched Asia-Africa Growth Corridor to build connectivity for which Japan has committed $30 billion and India $10 billion. This adds a critical dimension to the ‘global partnership’ between the two countries. However, to make this productive, India needs to change its style of implementing projects abroad, most of which have been plagued by cost and time over-runs. Ensuring e�ective implementation and setting up mechanisms for delivery will align Mr. Modi’s Act East policy with Mr. Abe’s Free and Open Indo-Paci�c Strategy. This alignment sets the stage for the reordering of the Asian strategic landscape. Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat and currently Distinguished Fellow at the Observer Research Foundation. E-mail: [email protected]



Irrationalism in city planning



Confrontational path Bangladesh’s legislature draws the battle lines against the judiciary



B



angladesh’s Parliament raised the stakes in a stand-o� against the judiciary last week by passing a unanimous resolution to take “proper legal steps” over a Supreme Court verdict nullifying the Constitution’s 16th amendment. The amendment, passed in 2014, had empowered Parliament to remove judges of the Supreme Court found incompetent or guilty of misconduct, based on a two-thirds majority. This amendment had in a way restored the power of Parliament to impeach judges and was in line with the original Constitution of 1972. The Supreme Court had in July this year scrapped the amendment, suggesting that it was antithetical to the independence of the judiciary and restored the Supreme Judicial Council, headed by the Chief Justice, with powers to remove errant judges. The Parliament, dominated by the Awami League, not only resolved to reverse the Supreme Court’s decision, but also found fault with Chief Justice S.K. Sinha’s comments in this regard. He had said that the Constitution was a product of the collective will of the people and not just one individual, which was interpreted as an a�ront to “Bangabandhu”, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, by the ruling Awami League. The largest party in opposition, the Bangladesh Nationalist Party, is not represented in Parliament as it had boycotted the elections held in 2014. The BNP had welcomed the Supreme Court decision but its position seemed to be guided more by schadenfreude and less by a clear-cut position on the judiciary’s independence. It is di�cult for the polarised polity in Bangladesh to debate any issue without political overtones, let alone one that pertains to separation of powers between the judiciary and legislature. The Supreme Court’s contention is that Bangladesh’s political system is unlike the parliamentary systems in the United Kingdom and India, for example, where legislators are empowered to impeach judges. Bangladeshi MPs do not have the freedom to vote on conscience on issues including impeachment, bound as they are by Article 70 that prevents legislators from voting against their party’s decision on any matter. This prevents a dispassionate deliberation over any prospective impeachment, giving political parties, and those in the executive undue in�uence over appointments in the judiciary. Instead of taking a course of confrontation against the judiciary, Bangladesh’s parliamentarians and its attorney general would be better o� proceeding with a review petition to the Supreme Court and presenting their position dispassionately. The Supreme Judicial Council might have had a legacy connecting it to the country’s authoritarian past, but the arguments of the Supreme Court that it is seeking to protect judicial independence from the executive in light of other laws that bind legislative work in Bangladesh need to be contested by the government point by point — not by a mere resolution. CM YK



Tara Murali



A



ndhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu has reportedly sought further improvements to the design by the international architectural �rm Foster + Partners for the Amaravati start-up area. It is further reported that he has suggested certain changes and favoured the direct interaction of the architects with �lm director S.S. Rajamouli to seek his inputs to give �nishing touches to the plans. No explanation is to be found of the suggested “certain changes” or “�nishing touches”. There are two issues in the Amaravati city project — one of professional integrity and the other of public interest. Both are important, and the reason that they are interlinked in this article is that the lack of the former has made possible irresponsible and improper administrative action of major public expense and serious consequence.



Many changes To summarise the murky happenings of the Amaravati city project: In March 2016, Maki and Associ-



ates were declared as winners of an invited competition for the Amaravati capital complex. The competition was adjudged by a jury of professionals but the jury’s report on shortcomings or strengths of the winning design has not been made public. When the design itself was made public, it was harshly criticised on several counts — that it was similar to the public buildings at Chandigarh; it was too futuristic; it did not display any Indian characteristics, etc. Maki and Associates claim they had made extensive design changes to meet the new demands, but in spite of that, the government decided to reopen the competition and remove the �rm from the project. Complaining to the Council of Architecture (CoA) in December 2016, the principal architect of the �rm, Fumihiko Maki, a Pritzker Architecture Prize winner, questioned the motivations of the Andhra Pradesh government committee, alleging unfair practice, a lack of transparency and his �rm’s ‘fraudulent’ removal from the project. Whether the CoA has recognised and taken any action on Mr.



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR The hero of 1965



The animus between Japan and China is centuries old as opposed to our misgivings over China built over just 50 years. To that extent Japan has a far greater stake in relations with India. The pact on the bullet train is sizeable in value and Japan would only be too happy to �ll up its manufacturing ledgers, thinned by over two decades of economic slack. The agreement could well have come through last year itself, but the timing seems to have been dictated by the Gujarat elections. Perhaps the Doklam stando� had as much to contribute to this. The train project is but a prologue to greater India-Japan collaboration that would test our mettle to keep the political overtones with reference to China to the bare minimum and focus on bilateral economic ties.



In the passing of Marshal of the Indian Air Force Arjan Singh, India has lost an eminent war hero who played a determining role in the 1965 war. He was the embodiment of dedication, professionalism and commitment. His demise leaves a void that cannot be �lled, for Arjan Singh was sui generis.



R. Narayanan,



Maki’s complaint is not known.



The ‘Baahubali’ factor In December, the State appointed the U.K.-based Foster + Partners along with Hafeez Contractor as the new architects for the project. At the same time, it announced that the project would be assisted by three �lm and art directors of Indian cinema. The reason was that the three had done extensive research on history, architecture,



and culture for their �lms and their inputs were likely to be of enormous value in giving a native touch to the design. There were indications that the powers that be wanted Amaravati to be modelled on the lines of the fantasy city portrayed in the �lm Baahubali. The city of the �lm is neither contemporary nor ahead of its time. It has been set in an ancient kingdom, the form of which is, at best, drawn from mythological stories and depicted in children’s comic books. There is no authentic representation of such cities to use as a reference. Amaravati itself had earlier been criticised as an ‘ultra-mega-worldclass-city’ that was being rushed through by destroying thousands of acres of prime farm and forest land. Proper environmental impact assessment had not been done, and the Prime Minister was criticised for participating in the foundation stone-laying event. The State has consistently disregarded criticism of its fair approach regarding architectural design consultancy and also to the conditions imposed on architects that make a mockery of evaluating



city planning issues sensitively. As architect A. Srivathsan has written in The Wire, “What is of concern are the frequent and opaque changes, the lack of professionalism and accountability. The real danger in the Amaravati story is that a serious, positive planning process has been turned into a �ight of whimsy and that public projects remain captive to state caprice.” It is hardly surprising that things have come to a head again. This unscienti�c and irrational approach to city planning and architecture displays the extent to which the malaise has spread. Public money is being wasted on political hubris and nonsensical notions of public architecture. It is time that all right-thinking citizens, especially professionals, condemn this situation and demand a more rational, transparent, open and fair process in the design and construction. It is better to go back to the drawing board now than to su�er the impact of senseless design later.



Tara Murali is an architect



Letters emailed to [email protected] must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.



Bridges with Tokyo
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It is better to go back to the drawing board in designing Amaravati



Niranjan Sahoo, Bhubaneswar



Justifying the hike Union Tourism Minister Alphons Kannanthanam has stirred up a hornet’s nest with his blunt assertion that vehicle owners are not so poor that they should be complaining about the increase in fuel prices. To be fair, his statement, notwithstanding its underlying political incorrectness and apparent insensitivity, is not entirely untrue. However, the articulation of



policies and their justi�cations, especially in respect of those imposing a higher tax burden on the people, need to be carried out in a nuanced and sensitive manner. If taxes and levies can be arbitrarily hiked to exploit a captive market such as that for petroleum products, it not only makes the government guilty of monopolistic behaviour but also undercuts the principle of taxation with representation as the price revisions do not have Parliament’s approval. V.N. Mukundarajan, Thiruvananthapuram



Sounding the bugle Tamil Nadu is among the few States in the country where �lm actors never shy away from plunging into the world of politics in the hope of becoming Chief Minister of the State one day. However, the successes scripted by M.G.



Ramachandran, M. Karunanidhi and Jayalalithaa cannot be fully attributed to their association with the tinsel world. Their allegiance to the Dravidian movement and its ideology, coupled with a direct connect with the masses at the grass-root level, played a pivotal role in their emergence as forces to reckon with. Now that actor Kamal Haasan has evinced greater interest in joining politics, one cannot say with certainty that people will back him and ensure his success in politics. His criticism of the ruling party may not have gone down well with the people as well. Unlike cinema, electoral politics is a di�erent game altogether where muscle and money have to be taken into account (“I have arrived in politics”, says Kamal”, September 16).



https://t.me/yk_info



M. Jeyaram,



Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu



The political confusion in Tamil Nadu seems to be spurring those watching from the sidelines to jump into the fray. Forming a new party is an option for Mr. Haasan, but there are bound to be many hurdles. He has a fan following which can be expected to work hard for him in an election. Though he is a fabulous actor, he will have to work on his image, especially among the educated middle class. The Congress has been surviving by joining hands with one Kazhagam or the other. As the old guard has rested its oars, this party o�ers him an opportunity to take control of it. He should therefore join the party and launch his bid from here. ■



S. Rajagopalan, Chennai



Kamal Haasan has set the sails of his political boat and it is premature to guess how his vessel would weather



■



the uncharted territory. His declaration that his party would be funded by the poor sounds immature as that betrays his order of priorities. His celluloid roles seem to cast their spell on his political ambitions if his one-liners, quips, retorts and taunts to questions posed by the media are any indication. No doubt he needs to be given time and space to adjust himself to the demands of his new role, but new entrants should be smart enough to remember the wise counsel of the DMK’s patriarch that all the cheers and applause one gets in a meeting may be deceptive as none can gauge how many hands that clap during a speech would actually vote for the party that the speaker campaigns for. Sivamani Vasudevan, Chennai



more letters online: www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/
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Periyar’s tryst with socialism



FROM THE READERS’ EDITOR



A.R. Venkatachalapathy On December 13, 1931, Periyar set sail on the French ship, Amboise, from Madras on a voyage that would take him to the Soviet Union and other countries in Europe. As the Criminal Investigation Department observed, “Their visit to Russia was not bona fide, and the lieutenants of [Periyar] have been asked to keep this fact as secret as possible.” What is referred to in Periyar’s biographies as the European tour took him to the Soviet Union via Sri Lanka, the Suez, Cairo, Athens, and Constantinople. Later, he journeyed through Germany, France, Spain, Portugal, and Sri Lanka. Periyar maintained a tour diary, parts of which were reproduced in his own lifetime. Many photographs too have survived. In 1997, V. Anaimuthu, editor of Periyar’s collected writings, partially unearthed Periyar’s dairy. Though incomplete, this is the single-most important source of the tour.



The Soviet tour Heralding his Soviet tour, Periyar published a part translation, in Tamil, of The Communist Manifesto. His co-translator, S. Ramanathan, and his young relative, Ramu, accompanied him on this tour. In Athens they had to wait for two weeks for Soviet permission. It is not clear how contacts were established with the Soviets, but the pass eventually arrived on February 2, 1932. They boarded the S.S. Tchitcherine, and after a seasick crossing of the Black Sea, arrived at Odessa. They took a train at Kiev and reached Moscow on February 14. Periyar promptly reported to the VOKS, the All-Union Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries. No record of what transpired in the first two months of the tour has survived, and we are able to piece together their programme only from fragmentary information. Soon after his arrival, Periyar made the mandatory visit to the Lenin Mausoleum in Red Square. He visited the Baku oilfields in Azerbaijan, Sukhumi in Abkhazia, and Tbilisi in Georgia. Apart from Leningrad, Periyar also visited Dneprostroi and Zaporizhia — the hy-



Periyar during his trip to Europe and the Soviet Union.



droelectric stations that were symbols of Soviet power. From April 19, when he returned to Moscow, we have Periyar’s day-today record of his subsequent 30 days in the Soviet Union. Here he was hosted by what Periyar refers to as the atheist society, the League of the Militant Godless. Some literature was shared between Periyar and the League, including a letter from the German International Freethinkers’ Association and a bulletin of the Association. Periyar and his associates received excellent treatment wherever they went, which they contrasted with the privations of the Great Depression in other parts of the Western world. One of the detailed descriptions that Periyar provides of Soviet administration is that of the Moskva Sarkozy Sakiz District People’s Court. He also visited the Lefortovo prison, the notorious Soviet prison associated with the KGB and the Stalinist purges. Periyar went to the AMO (Avtomobilnoe Moskovskoe Obshchestvo, or Moscow Automotive Enterprise). The kitchen and the massive dining area at the AMO factory impressed him. He was also taken to the Profintern (Red International of Labour Unions) office. This was probably more serious business, as the passage of worker radicals to Moscow was discussed. It was a coincidence that Periyar was in Moscow on May Day, and he was witness to the joyous celebrations. Dioramas depicting various scenes such as those of the haves and have-nots, which reminded Periyar of the Mariamman temple festivals, were being paraded. Army units marched past the Lenin Mausoleum



*



‘VIDUTHALAI’



where Stalin, Mikhail Kalinin, Yemelyan Yaroslavsky and other important leaders stood, waving to the crowds. The Turkish Prime Minister, Ismet Inonu, was a state guest on the occasion. Some days later, a welcome reception for all foreign delegates who had come for May Day was organised by the Society of Old Bolsheviks at the Great Kremlin Palace, and Periyar too was invited. Émigrés of various hues were present in Moscow at that time and Periyar met some of them, including Abani Mukherji, a founding member of the Communist Party of India. By the end of April 1932, for reasons not entirely clear, there was discussion about concluding the trip. This is not surprising, as there is confusing information on what Periyar and his two associates were doing or attempting to do in Moscow. Even though Periyar was in touch with Communist Party of the Soviet Union officials, the logistics of the tour were being managed by the League of the Militant Godless. By May 14, Periyar’s departure for Berlin was confirmed. After some delay, the papers finally arrived on May 17, and Periyar departed from Moscow immediately.



Reactions on the red spectre What was the import of Periyar’s Soviet tour, and what impact did it have on his political career? The short statement that Periyar released immediately on return was ominous. It exhorted members of his self-respect movement to desist from using traditional honorifics such as Maha-ganam, Sri, Thiru, and Thirumathi, as prefixes and urged them instead to employ ‘Thozhar’, or ‘Com-



rade’. It is a custom in Tamil Nadu to ask older and venerated people to name children. Such was his fascination for the Soviet Union that Periyar named the daughter of a leading Dravidian intellectual ‘Russia’ and another child ‘Moscow’. According to a secret police report, Periyar “lost no time in starting the spread of Communist doctrine”. Within three months of his return he had addressed over 40 public meetings where he “expressed unbound admiration of the Russian regime” and stated “his intention to end the present administration and establish a Socialist form of government.” Considering that the government was paranoid about the red spectre, reaction was swift. Police action was taken against him and his family. Periyar was soon forced to take a call on the party’s programme and its immediate future. In March 1935, in a public statement, he declared that he was withdrawing his socialist programme in the larger interest of his self-respect movement. Periyar remained impressed by the achievements of the Soviet Union all through his life. The complete control of society and economy by the state made a deep impact on him. “It is a new world,” he observed. “Such a transformation has never ever taken place in any country.” He believed that only a Sovietstyle state could rid India of its poverty. But Periyar either did not follow what happened in the Soviet Union subsequently or did not care for the reality of lived Soviet socialism. He preferred to believe in an idealised version of a socialist society, for he did not comment about the Moscow show trials, the Stalinist purges, etc. His engagement with socialism, intense during 1932-35, never really surfaced in the next 40 years of an eventful political life. The socialist fringe of his movement left him and joined the still, and forever, nascent Communist Party. However, Periyar made frequent comments about his Soviet tour and favourable statements about the Soviet Union all through his life, while remaining critical of the Indian communist party on the grounds that it was a Brahminical party. How modern Tamil Nadu would have shaped if the brief alliance between Periyar’s movement and socialism had continued remains a most interesting ‘what if’ question. A.R. Venkatachalapathy is a historian of the Dravidian movement



Ethics at source matter There is a distinction between being a defender of journalistic truth and a con�dence trickster



A.S. Panneerselvan I did not imagine that my last column, “An impunity that can be countered” (Sept. 11), could be provocative. The intention was to provide a tool to deal with sources who habitually mislead reporters, and to protect journalistic credibility from the onslaught of multiple stories emanating from the corridors of power. I did not realise that a column needed caveats to mean what it intended to mean. A section of readers, reporters, and journalism students wanted to know whether I have changed my opinion about the importance of attribution and the rules of granting anonymity in the present political climate. In my journalism classes, I often draw attention to the searing opening lines from Janet Malcolm’s The Journalist and the Murderer: “Every journalist who is not too stupid or too full of himself to notice what is going on knows that what he does is morally indefensible. He is a kind of confidence man, preying on people’s vanity, ignorance or loneliness, gaining their trust and betraying them without remorse.” The questions posed by the students were sharp and honest: how do we deal with a multiplatform media reality where no one likes to miss a story? In an opaque structure, where access has become a favour provided by those in power, what options are left for reporters to do their job ethically and in a competent manner?



When to grant anonymity The bedrock of journalism is its role to bear witness: talking to a political source to understand Cabinet changes that are planned — why someone is preferred and another is rejected — is an important way of knowing one’s own government and the functioning of political parties. But that does not change my opinion that granting anonymity is a journalistic privilege that should be invoked sparingly and only in special unavoidable circumstances to fulfil a public interest role. Why should a statement like “rewarding performance” be published without attribution? I agree with David, a reader, who invoked the idea of caveat emptor, and shifted the responsibility to the journalist. It is important for reporters to make it clear to sources who demand anonymity that they must explain their rationale. Reporters should realise that by granting anonymity to a source, they are denying the objective space for readers to



make their own informed choices — it is journalists who are deciding on behalf of readers that the information they have secured is valid, relevant, and authentic. My premise on the use of anonymous sources is rooted in the code of the public broadcaster, NPR, which calls for a joint decision in using this device. It says: “This is not a solo decision — the editors and producers of these stories must be satisfied that the source is credible and reliable, and that there is a substantial journalistic justification for using the source’s information without attribution. This requires both deciding whether it is editorially justified to let the person speak anonymously, and being satisfied that this person is who the piece says he is and is in a position to know about what he’s revealing.” Many media scholars and editors have been stressing for years the qualitative difference between a single ‘off the record’ quote and ‘unattributable background briefing’ which usually involves a lengthy
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On his birth anniversary and the centenary of the Russian revolution, an intriguing ‘what if ’



and considered statement by a source to a trusted journalist. The former is an opinion, while the latter is an explanation of the context in which decisions are being made. The best distinctions about different types of relationships between a reporter and a source are in Norman Pearlstine’s book, Off the Record: “Editors have an obligation to know the identity of unnamed sources used in a story, so that editors and reporters can jointly assess the appropriateness of using them… That source must understand this rule.” The important question is, are reporters following this cardinal principle? If a reporter has followed all the guidelines that govern the processes of granting anonymity to a source, and then discovers a deliberate falsehood aimed at misleading the public, then to invoke the right to out the source becomes a valid defense. Otherwise the reporter will be seen as a confidence trickster. [email protected]
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Dismantling hierarchy



FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 18, 1967



U.K. police snatch Russian scientist



Karunanidhi’s role in addressing caste discrimination and implementing equality



Scotland Yard yesterday [Sepember 17] snatched a young Russian physicist, Tkachenko, from a Moscow-bound plane after reports that he had been dragged into a Soviet Embassy car in a busy London street. The man’s call for help resulted in a general police alert. Just as an Aeroflot jet was about to taxi away for take-off, police squad cars ringed it. Officers of Scotland Yard’s special (political) branch and immigration officials rushed aboard. There was a tussle on the steps of the plane, with the captain of the airliner and the young Russian’s wife trying to keep him aboard. The police won, and the man was taken into the airport building. Vladimar Tkachenko, aged about 25, had been working on low temperature physics at Birmingham University. He was a post-graduate exchange student and had been due to return to Moscow after about eight months in Britain.



TIRUCHI SIVA THE HINDU ARCHIVES



An assessment of the historic Dravidian movement and its leadership, which was responsible for empowering victims of caste discrimination and putting into practice the ideal of equality, requires sensitivity and understanding. The article by Pulapre Balakrishnan titled “The federal manoeuvre” (published on September 16) does not take into account the depth and dimensions of the movement and the progressive world views of those who spearheaded it. Kalaignar Karunanidhi’s contributions in implementing this ideal, in the form of schemes and programmes of the government he headed, are very much in the public domain. Prof. Balakrishnan is so caught up with the �lmy world that the illusory perception he develops actually blurs his vision to appreciate the real world of the Dravidian movement, and the tangible and substantive contributions that Kalaignar made in transforming the lives of poor and deprived people. Kalaignar was an outstanding product of the movement, who took into account the interests of the people of Tamil Nadu. He nationalised buses as Transport Minister in 1967, and as Chief Minister in 1971. Among his remarkable accomplishments are the land reforms he initiated to bene�t the landless poor. He was the chief architect of the Land Ceiling Act of 1972.



Social justice He took measures that without any bloodshed ensured social justice and equal opportunity to millions who laboured under a hierarchical structure based on caste, priest craft, and superstition. As Chief Minister, he came up with an innovative scheme that gave priority in education and employment to the �rst graduate of each family. This bene�tted thousands and expanded their capabilities to lead a life of dignity. He directed women teachers to be recruited for primary schools across Tamil Nadu. For improving nutritional standards of children and mitigating hidden hunger, he introduced a scheme mandating the provision of �ve eggs a week to schoolchildren in their midday meals. He started the Women’s Self-Help Group, economically empowering women. He ensured 30% reservation for women in all jobs, and ensured their inclusive representation in the administration of the State. Dalits in three Panchayats — Pappapatti, Keeripatti and Nattarmangalam — were being denied the right to �le nominations for elections to those grass roots representative bodies. The situation was so bad for them that even after they were elected to head those Panchayats, they were coerced to resign from of�ce. As Chief Minister, Kalaignar took all the measures to empower them to �le nominations and enjoy legitimate power in the event of the elections to those representative bodies. Such a vision combined with positive action �owed from the legacy of the Dravidian movement, of which he was an integral part. Today we all lament the commercialisation of education. It was Kalaignar who stood against MGR when the latter opened up the education sector to private players on the ground. He said it would make education costly and inaccessible to those who are socially, educationally and economically weak. Tiruchi Siva is a DMK Rajya Sabha MP
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SHELF HELP



Subsidiarity principle



The many North Koreas



Political economy



Most books speak of a repressive regime



A principle in social thought which states that social problems need to be addressed by the smallest local institutions which can tackle them better than centralised political bodies. Ownership of any problem is believed to be greater at the local level, which in turn leads to better solutions. The subsidiarity principle is viewed as an argument for limited government, emphasising the power of voluntary institutions to tackle many social challenges better than a big government. The term has been attributed to French political scientist Alexis de Tocqueville, who spoke of its significance in Democracy in America. CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
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When was the zero first used in India? http://bit.ly/2f2QBFZ



Kallol Bhattacherjee



The secretive land of North Korea has always been in the news for all the wrong reasons: human rights abuses, nucleur tests, public executions, and an authoritarian government, among others. Given how difficult it is to enter this little-known country, books on it too are few but varied. Some speak of a repressive state; some are first-hand accounts by travellers; some by North Koreans who have fled and found refuge in other countries, only to recount past horrors; and a few on how North Korea is a lot more than what we hear. Guy Delisle’s Pyongyang: A Journey in North Korea (2004) is a blackand-white graphic novel that focusses mostly on the landmarks in North Korea’s capital. To capture the colourless world that he stayed in for two months, Delisle’s sketches



are in pencil. He draws only what he is allowed to see, but the book captures in picture the story of a foreigner with little freedom to travel. If Delisle’s book is from a foreigner’s eyes, journalist Blaine Harden’s Escape from Camp 14 (2012) is an insider’s account of an authoritarian regime. This heart-rending, brutal account followed Harden’s profile of Shin Dong-hyuk, the subject of the book, for The Washington Post. Shin, who is born in a North Korean labour camp, speaks of the torture he endures, the executions he is witness to, including of his mother and brother, and his final escape to the U.S. A book filled with ghastly details, Escape is as morbidly gripping as it is controversial. A rare attempt to show North Korea empathetically, as any other country, was made by British diplomat John Everard in Only Beautiful, Please: A British Diplomat in North Korea



(2012). Everard speaks of a civilisation that has suffered under the greatest information blackout that began in the 20th century and that continues until today. He changes the names of those he interviews, but writes that North Korea deals with the usual urban and rural issues that many developing countries deal with, including the extreme cold in Pyongyang and changing government plans. Everard says he feared that he was moving around in a huge surveillance state, but found people often laughing away his fears. He speaks of things as mundane as restaurants that serve few but delicious dishes, to show how life is as normal as yours or mine. Anjaly Thomas, in There are no Gods in North Korea (2016), writes a easy-to-read account of her journey through a controlling nation where restrictions galore are imposed on tourists.



Snake farms in the United States It may not be generally known that there are ranches in the great south-western part of the United States whose whole business in the fattening of rattlesnakes and other reptiles for market. The market for these creatures is an active one, including museum proprietors, circus men, sideshow-actors, zoological devotees, and also chemists who wish to study the various snake poisons. Probably the biggest of these ranches is the Armstrong ranch, near Brownsville, Texas, which consists of ten acres of land, surrounded by a high fence constructed in a manner to prevent the escape of any wriggling wanderer. This enclosure contains pens for different classes of reptiles, and each pen holds at least a thousand snakes. A fat rattler will bring more money than a lean one, for snakes are sold by the pound. Consequently the snake rancher’s work is to make his charges comfortable and fatten them to the extent of his ability. Then, when the buyer comes along, the snake-poison is scientifically extracted from the boarders who are about to leave the farm, their poison being kept in bottles for chemists and physicians, and the rattlers go forth to their new homes as harmless as pet canaries. CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
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FROM PAGE ONE



Panel asked to ‘help resolve Kashmir row’ He said the delegates, who met Dr. Singh, “portrayed a grim scenario of the Kashmir valley.” “Alienation is growing because of the mishandling of the situation by the present Centre and State government,” he said. All major Opposition parties, including National Conference, CPI(M), Peoples Democratic Front, Democratic Party Nationalist, CPI, Panthers Party, and Awami Itihadd Party, met Dr. Singh and pointed out the issues facing Kashmir,



including “threat to special status, Article 370 and Article 35A.”



‘Develop consensus’ “We urged the Dr. Singh-led Congress panel to develop consensus at the national level to solve the political problems of Kashmir through a political approach,” said CPI(M) leader M.Y. Tarigami. “Unfortunately, there has not been a single initiative by the Narendra Modi government to start a political dialogue,” he added.



Six High Courts don’t have regular CJs This will be followed by the retirement of Karnataka High Court Chief Justice S.K. Mukherjee on October 9. Kerala High Court Chief Justice Navaniti Prasad Singh will retire on November 5. Finally, Bombay High Court Chief Justice Manjula Chellur will retire on December 4. Again, the transfer of Justice K.M. Joseph from the Uttarakhand HC to the Hyderabad HC as its Chief Justice is still believed to be under consideration by the government. The Supreme Court collegium had recommended the transfer around May 2016. Sources say the government cannot “sit on” a collegium recommendation. It has either to ap-



prove or disapprove the recommendation and, in the latter case, send it back to the collegium.



Dissent note Normally, the government has to convey its decision on a collegium recommendation in three months. Justice J. Chelameswar, one of the judges in the Supreme Court collegiums, had even sent a strongly worded dissent note for not elevating Justice Joseph to the Supreme Court. This is the situation even as the statistics on judicial vacancies in high courts look bleak at 413 out of a total approved strength of 1079 in all the 24 high courts as of September 1, 2017.



U.S. wants India to cut ties with North Korea It was the second time in two months that the U.S. conveyed such a message. The Hindu had reported in July that a senior U.S. diplomat had visited New Delhi with the same communication. The American insistence that India reduce ties with North Korea is an important move as it aims to draw New Delhi more strongly into the East Asian crisis.



Pakistan’s role The message also reflects recent Indian arguments about North Korea as stated by a high-level diplomat who recounted Pakistan’s role in arming it with nuclear knowhow as a reason for India’s continued concern. In line with this thought the joint statement stated that those countries that supported the North Korean nuclear programme should be held “accountable.” Reports indicated that during last week’s trip to India, Mr. Abe also discussed the role of Pakistan’s A.Q. Khan network in supporting the clandestine nuclear programme of North Korea. India has repeatedly deplored the recent missile and nuclear tests by Pyongyang though bilateral ties with the government of Kim Jong-un have remained more or less undisturbed. India played a key role in the resolution of the Korean war during the early 1950s



and has maintained diplomatic ties with Pyongyang. In recent years, senior public representatives have been spotted in the company of North Korean diplomats in Delhi. However, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has repeatedly taken up the issue of North Korea during his tours including his latest trip to Spain earlier this year. In April this year, India supported the U.N. in banning trade with North Korea though the Ministry of External Affairs has maintained that Indian trade has consisted of humanitarian ingredients like food items and medicines. However, a report in 2016 had revealed that the Dehradun-based Centre for Space Science and Technology Education in Asia and the Pacific (CSSTEAP) was one of the institutes that trained North Korean scientists, in violation of U.N. sanctions. However, past collaboration, said a highly placed Indian diplomat, is likely to be discontinued indicating that ties with North Korea is part of the vestiges of the NAMera diplomacy. The official also indicated that India would like to play a proactive role in the Far East if the need arises. An official source from the MEA, however, said he was not aware of such pressure from the U.S.



NDA upstages UPA in visas to Pakistanis Delhi issued more papers in the �rst two years of BJP-led government than in the last two years of Congress-led regime Vijaita Singh New Delhi



India issued more visas to Pakistanis in the first two years of the NDA government than in the last two years of the UPA government, according to figures available in the Home Ministry’s annual report and replies in Parliament. During 2014-15, India granted 1,72,536 visas to Pakistanis; the number during 2012-13, when the UPA was in power, stood at 132,590. Though the number of visas issued in 2016 was not available, the Ministry’s annual report said 1,04,720 Pakistanis had visited India that year. An official said there was a



for Pakistani citizens. The system was initiated after the Indian High Commission in Pakistan flagged a huge backlog of visa applications from Pakistani citizens for want of security clearance.



difference in the number of visas issued and those who visited the country, because some could postpone their visits or could not visit at all. The month-wise break-up was not available, but the number of visas issued a month averaged out at 7,916 during 2014.



2012 agreement The BJP-led government came to power in May 2014. After deducting the average number of visas issued per month, those issued in the seven months of the NDA government in 2014 came to 132,956, marginally higher than the UPA government’s monthly average of 6,062 during 2013. In 2012, India and



Pakistan agreed to a new visa agreement to promote people-to-people contact. An official put the increase down to Hindus and



Sikhs visiting India for pilgrimage. In August 2016, the Home Ministry put in place an electronic visa clearance process



Honest taxpayers back note ban: Shah On Modi’s birthday, BJP president says Prime Minister is working towards ‘economic integration’ Press Trust of India New Delhi



Bracketing Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Sardar Patel and B.R. Ambedkar, BJP president Amit Shah said here on Sunday that Mr. Modi had started India’s economic integration after Patel and Ambedkar achieved the country’s territorial and social unification, respectively. Lavishing praise on Mr. Modi on his 67th birthday, Mr. Shah said in a blog post that the Prime Minister’s life, in many ways, was a “personification of the spirit of India”, and said his sensitivity towards the aspirations of the poor had led to “historic poverty alleviation initiatives”.



‘Middle class upbeat’ Under the Modi government, Mr. Shah said, honest taxpayers, a majority of whom belonged to the middle class, felt they were valued following crackdowns against black money and corruption through various measures, including demonetisation and the benami law. Opposition parties had sharpened their criticism of the government’s claims



Sulabh founder Bindeswar Pathak and others wish the Prime Minister with a 267 kg ladoo in New Delhi. R.V. MOORTHY *



about demonetisation after the RBI said over 99% old notes were deposited in banks, but the BJP insisted it had increased transparency and expanded the formal economy. “India remembers Sardar Patel for the territorial integration of our nation, and we



recall the role of Babasaheb Ambedkar in our social integration. Through initiatives starting from the Jan Dhan Yojana to the GST, Narendra Bhai has set the ball rolling for the economic integration of India,” Mr. Shah said. Targeting the Prime Minister’s critics, he said Mr. Modi



had ruffled several feathers by his action against the corrupt and status quo — “after all, years of privilege of a select few are now over and the poor are now getting their due.” Recalling his decades-long association with Mr. Modi, he said the Prime Minister



Minister on cleanliness drive �nds India Gate clean



Faction war in JD(U) intensi�es



Volunteers ‘arrange’ garbage for K.J. Alphons



New Delhi



Press Trust of India



Press Trust of India New Delhi



Union Minister of State for Tourism K.J. Alphons on Sunday landed at the India Gate lawns here as part of the fortnight-long “Swachhta Hi Seva” campaign only to find there was no garbage at the place where he was supposed to kick off the drive. To the surprise of Ministry officials and volunteers, mostly college students, who frantically went about “arranging” some garbage for Mr. Alphons, the newly appointed Tourism Minister began collecting litter, including empty water bottles, pan masala sachets, ice cream cups and dry leaves with his hands. Many onlookers did not



All spick and span: Tourism Minister K.J. Alphons participating in a cleanliness drive in New Delhi on Sunday. PTI *



recognise the Minister as he shook hands with them and patted some on the back, while asking people to keep the place clean. He chatted with street



food vendors such as golgappa sellers, enquiring about their earnings and advising them to ask their customers to throw the leftover food into the dustbin.



The Janata Dal(U) faction led by Sharad Yadav on Sunday appeared to be pushing for a split as it appointed Chhotubhai Vasava its acting president and formed a disciplinary committee to decide on action against Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar. The Yadav faction held a “national executive” meeting and took a number of decisions targeting Mr. Kumar, who is the JD(U) national president, a move seen largely symbolic due to the overwhelming support he has in the party. Arun Kumar Srivastava, who was sacked as the party’s general secretary, said at a press conference that a majority of the party’s State chiefs and workers were on their side.



CPI(M) defends MP’s expulsion



Probe panel on Jaya’s death yet to get o� the ground



Special Correspondent



CHENNAI



New Delhi



A month after Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami announced that a Commission of Inquiry headed by a retired High Court judge would be set up to conduct a probe into the death of former Chief Minister Jayalalithaa, his government is yet to constitute the probe panel. His announcement had paved the way for the merger of the AIADMK (PTA) headed by O. Panneerselvam with the AIADMK (Amma). Since the merger, Mr. Panneerselvam, now Deputy Chief Minister, and his supporters, who had raised the demand for ordering a probe into Jayalalithaa’s death, have not made any public



In the last few days, signals from within the AIADMK have been mixed Dennis S. Jesudasan



The CPI(M) on Sunday listed four reasons, including “lavish lifestyle” and “moral degeneration in relation to women”, for expelling its Rajya Sabha member Ritabrata Banerjee. Mr. Banerjee, 38, is a first-time MP. He was handpicked by the party for the position. He was expelled on Wednesday by the party’s West Bengal unit. Mr. Banerjee, according to the state committee, was cautioned publicly for violating party discipline in February. He was told to refrain from “misusing social media”. CM YK



Restricted category The official said that earlier, security agencies were given 40 days to do the checks before a visa was issued to a Pakistani citizen, but the duration was increased to 60 last year. For the countries in the restricted category, such as Pakistan, China and Afghanistan, the visa applications have to be cleared by the Home Ministry. During 2015, the Ministry



statement over the issue. On the other hand, Ministers who had previously asserted that Jayalalithaa’s treatment was transparent, have begun to call into question the circumstances leading to her death, following the ‘ouster’ of Sasikala from the post of interim general secretary of the AIADMK. Forests Minister Dindigul C. Sreenivasan, who was appointed party treasurer by Sasikala following Mr. Panneerselvam’s rebellion, on Friday alleged that none was allowed to see Jayalalithaa when she remained hospitalised. However, only a few months ago, Mr. Sreenivasan had claimed that all and sundry including himself had met Jayalalithaa while she



would not be able to talk over the phone about the issue.



Vexed issue: Constituting a probe into Jayalalithaa’s death was a major sticking point in the AIADMK’s merger talks.



was in hospital and she had interacted with them. “She died despite the best treatment administered to her,” he had said in March. When The Hindu contacted him seeking why he had changed his position now, Mr. Sreenivasan said he



‘Probe can wait’ Leaders who were in the erstwhile AIADMK (PTA) say there is hardly any discussion on ordering a probe into Jayalalithaa’s death now, as leaders are busy tackling the challenges posed by sidelined leader T.T.V. Dhinakaran. “As for the demand for the probe into Amma’s death, not all Ministers were for it, anyway. Though those who supported Mr. Panneerselvam before the merger insisted on a probe, it was accepted as an appeasement for the merger to happen,” a leader said. The focus was presently



on consolidating the support for the government under Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami. “First, we have to focus on the stability of the government. Then, there can be an internal pressure to go ahead with the probe,” a source said. Professor Ramu Manivannan of the Department of Politics and Public Administration in the University of Madras felt suspicions about Jayalalithaa’s death were being revived by newer elements as the issue is a powerful weapon. “They need a powerful tool now to kindle the emotions of the party cadre, especially when there is a lot of confusion in the party,” he said.



had never celebrated his birthday. Mr. Shah added that service or ‘seva’ was the best way to celebrate the birthday of Pradhan Sevak Modi. Mr. Modi’s heart, he said, “beats for the poor, downtrodden, marginalised and the farmers of India”. Mr. Shah said the PM’s deep concern for their welfare had motivated him to immerse himself in nationbuilding from a very young age. “India First is a belief that Narendra Bhai has lived at every point of his life,” he wrote. People saw him as a compassionate leader, he said. “They see him as their own, a person working round the clock for their and the nation’s welfare, without any self-interest. His popularity has transcended all boundaries,” the BJP chief said. He added that he first met him as a young BJP worker and neither of them was drawn to power as the saffron party then was far from the force it later became. What mattered, he said, was that they devoted every moment of their time for India’s welfare.



issued a notification allowing Hindus, Christians, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Sikhs from Bangladesh, Afghanistan and Pakistan, who had fled religious persecution, to stay in India even after the expiry of their documents. The decision was taken, it said, on “humanitarian grounds.” It also issued an executive order to grant citizenship to members of the minority community who had entered India on or before December 31, 2014. The Citizenship Amendment Bill, 2015, which would give constitutional backing to the order is being studied by a joint committee of Parliament.



IN BRIEF Rahul Gandhi, Digvijaya greet Modi NEW DELHI



Congress vice-president Rahul Gandhi on Sunday extended birthday greetings to Prime Minister Narendra Modi. “Best wishes to Prime Minister Narendra Modiji on his birthday. @narendramodi,” Mr. Gandhi said on Twitter. Congress general secretary Digvijaya Singh also wished Mr. Modi. “My best wishes to Modi ji on his birthday. May Almighty give him wisdom to admit his mistakes and correct them,” he said on Twitter. PTI



Parrikar vows 100 hours per year on cleanliness PANAJI



Goa Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar has pledged to devote at least 100 hours a year for cleanliness activities on ‘Seva Divas’, which was observed on Sunday to mark Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 67th birthday. Mr. Parrikar took oath to devote at least 100 hours every year towards cleanliness drive and programmes with maximum two hours per day. “I pledge today not to make use of plastic in my day-to-day activities. Let us start from self,” he said here. He said Goa would become garbagefree by 2020. PTI



Did not angle for a Cabinet berth: Swamy Moot question at launch of biography Special Correspondent New Delhi



Legal luminary Fali S. Nariman remarked that no one can say BJP leader Subramanian Swamy is not interesting. “He is more than interesting; he is acutely controversial.” Mr. Nariman was speaking on Sunday at the launch of Dr. Swamy’s biography Evolving with Subramanian Swamy written by his wife Roxna Swamy. The book launch was followed by a panel discussion moderated by senior journalist Priya Sahgal. On the panel were Mr. Nariman and senior journalists Tavleen Singh and Rajdeep Sardesai. Coming just days after the latest Cabinet reshuffle, the one question that was foremost on everyone’s mind was why Dr. Swamy did not find a place in Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Cabinet. Mr. Nariman said the reasons lay in Dr. Swamy’s 2009 book Corruption and Corporate governance in India, Satyam Spectrum and Sundaram. “In his book he advocated, that if we were to impose a penalty 99 times the bribe taken, it would not be worthwhile for people to be corrupt even if



Subramanian Swamy the detection is low. This is the reason why he is not in the Cabinet,” he said. Ms. Singh said Dr. Swamy had won himself a powerful enemy in the Cabinet, ensuring that he does not find space. Speaking later, Dr. Swamy said he never had any discussion with the Prime Minister on the issue and neither was he disappointed on missing out. Mr. Sardesai said, “you may or may not want Dr. Swamy as your friend but certainly you do not want him as your enemy.” “I had developed my idea of Lutyen’s elite in the book, a distinct aristocracy of intelligentsia, which rules India. The whole agenda is to make people non-person; to wipe them from public consciousness,” the author explained.
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Modi predicts ‘green revolution’ in his home State Jalsatyagraha called o�, Medha seeks rehabilitation



Congress leader says canal network incomplete Mahesh Langa Ahmedabad



Says NBA will intensify its protest in the future



Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who inaugurated the Sardar Sarovar Dam on Sunday, said that with the project’s completion, Gujarat would see a green revolution as farmers in the parched northern and Saurashtra regions would have their lands irrigated. The dam’s inauguration just ahead of the Assembly elections in the State is seen as an attempt of the Bharatiya Janata Party to derive political mileage during the polls later this year.



Woefully incomplete “Why have the canals not been completed by the BJP government in its 22-year rule [in the State]? Today, water reaches only 3 lakh hectares out of the planned irrigation of 19 lakh hectares. Will the BJP government take responsibility for this and apologise to the farmers of Gujarat,” asked Congress leader Shaktisinh Gihil, calling the dam dedication event a campaign rally of Mr. Modi. However, though the dam has been completed in Narmada district of south Gujarat, the massive and sprawling canal network remains woefully incomplete. Its potential benefits to the farmers will, therefore, not be realised for many years, till the canal network is in place. “So far, 50% of the canal network is yet to be built. The main canal and all branch canals have been



‘India will bring Azhar to justice’ Press Trust of India



Press Trust of India Bhopal



Aiming big: Prime Minister Narendra Modi presented with a bow and arrow by a group of tribal people in Dabhoi on Sunday. built but distributary and field channels will take years to be completed,” said a former IAS officer, who was managing director of Sardar Sarovar Narmada Nigam Ltd.



NBA campaign The project was delayed by a strong movement by the Narmada Bachao Andolan, led by social activist Medha Patkar, who opposed the dam on the ground that it displaced thousands of families in Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra where thousands of hectares of forest land was submerged. A sustained campaign by the activists had also led to the World Bank’s withdrawal from funding the multi-purpose project, which is often described as the lifeline of drought-prone Gujarat.



In 1985, the World Bank had agreed to provide $450 million as loan to fund the multi-purpose project and subsequently, a prominent U.S. environmental expert, T. Schudder, was appointed consultant to oversee rehabilitation of project-affected families, mostly tribal communities in Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra.



Bad weather The Prime Minister, who was expected to reach the dam site at Kevadiya Colony around 9.15 a.m. from Gandhinagar after receiving blessings from his octogenarian mother Heeraba, had to take a detour due to bad weather. He landed in Dabhoi and travelled to Kevadiya Colony by car, reaching a little over an hour later.



*



PTI



We supplied 80% of steel for project: SAIL Press Trust of India New Delhi



The state-owned Steel Authority of India Ltd. said here on Sunday that it had supplied 80% of the steel required for the construction of the Sardar Sarovar Project. In a statement, SAIL said it supplied about 85,000 tonnes of steel to Sardar Sarovar Narmada Nigam Ltd. and had partnered in one of the most prestigious and important national projects. The company said it was part of the large hydraulic engineering project in-



PDS digitisation moving at snail’s pace



New York



volving the construction of a series of large irrigation and hydroelectric multi-purpose dams on the Narmada river. Of the 30 dams planned on Narmada river, the Sardar Sarovar is the largest structure to be built.



Unique record The Sardar Sarovar project is the second largest concrete gravity dam (by volume) in the world and has the world’s third largest spillway discharging capacity. A part of the Narmada Valley Project, it will help in irrigation and electrical power supply.



Protests were held in several parts of Madhya Pradesh on Sunday, seeking rehabilitation of families affected by the Sardar Sarovar Dam. Narmada Bachao Andolan leader Medha Patkar had been standing in waistdeep water of the Narmada in Barwani district for the past three days demanding rehabilitation of 40,000 families. However, she ended the protest on Sunday evening. “We are keeping a close watch on the situation and will intensify our stir in future, if needed, for rehabilitation of SSD oustees,” Ms. Patkar said. “I have come to know that today people protested in other States of the country for the sake of the oustees. Due to our struggle, the Chief Ministers of Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Rajasthan didn’t attend the SSD dedication function of Modi.” Hours after the dedication function in Gujarat, CPI(M) leader Subhashini Ali led a demonstration here, demanding that the 40,000 families be rehabilitated, the party’s Bhopal district secretary Pushan Bhattacharya said. The CPI(M) staged similar protests in other dis-



Medha Patkar



Ministers of < > Chief Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Rajasthan didn’t attend the dam dedication function tricts of the State. At Navadataudi village in Khargone district, some people affected by the dam tonsured their head demanding rehabilitation. They staged a Jalsatyagraha by standing in the Narmada river for some hours, Nagesh Kewat, a member of the local Kewat Samaj (fishermen community), said. Rahul Yadav, an aide of Ms. Patkar, said the NBA leader wanted that the affected families should be rehabilitated at the earliest. Mr. Yadav said the NBA



would continue its struggle. An official of Madhya Pradesh’s Narmada Valley Development Authority (NVDA) said according to the official figure, 23,614 families were affected by the dam in the four districts of Madhya Pradesh. “Ninety-nine per cent of the families, who were partially affected by the dam’s backwater, had already left their places and are comfortably staying in the State government-run shelter homes or rehabilitated,” he said. On NBA’s claim that the Chief Ministers of Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Rajasthan did not attend the dedication function, he said they were preoccupied with functions organised to mark the birthday celebrations of Mr. Modi.



Greenpeace stand Greenpeace India condemned the inauguration of the dam, saying it signalled “ruin” and not development of 10,000 hapless and poor farmers. The NGO said the project would not bring any development for Advasis in the absence of a just and fair rehabilitation programme. Greenpeace India’s executive director Ravi Chellam said it stood in solidarity with the Narmada Bachao Andolan.



RJD leader Taslimuddin passes away Press Trust of India Patna



Hoping that the United Nations will soon designate Masood Azhar as a terrorist, India’s Permanent Representative to the UN, Syed Akbaruddin, has said New Delhi will not sit idle till the Jaish-e-Mohammed leader is brought to justice. India has identified Azhar as the mastermind of the Pathankot terror attack on January 2, 2016. It has also blamed his brother Rauf and five others for carrying out the attack in which seven Indian soldiers were killed along with all six terrorists. “If I were to use a term, the matter is what we would call in judicial terms sub judice. Currently, the matter is with a UN committee. We hope that the committee will be able to fulfil its role in designating Masood Azhar who we have tried for quite some time but have not succeeded yet,” Mr. Akbaruddin said at a press meet on Saturday. “However, we would like to make it very clear, we will pursue Masood Azhar so that the ends of justice are met,” he added when asked about India’s effort towards terrorist designation of Azhar, which has repeatedly been blocked by China. CM YK



At least 11 States have not yet taken the elementary step Sobhana K. Nair New Delhi



The Narendra Modi government’s claim to ensure endto-end digitisation of the Public Distribution System (PDS) is coming to naught even after three years of being in mission mode. At least 11 States have not taken the elementary step of digitising fair price shops and nine other States, including Uttar Pradesh, have hardly made any progress. The project was launched in 2012 at a cost of ₹884 crore to ensure that, at every step from field to fork, the government would be able to track the movement of foodgrains so that they reached the right beneficiaries. As part of the effort, all fair price or ration shops were to be digitised. But out of 5.26 lakh ration shops, only 51% have been digitised in three years, it was found at a review meeting chaired by the Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution Ram Vilas Paswan, on Friday. “When we took over in 2014, fewer than 10,000 fair price shops had been digitised even after two years of launch. In the last three years, we have made signi-



Going nowhere: The project’s aim is to help the government ensure that foodgrains reach the right bene�ciaries. FILE PHOTO *



ficant progress,” a senior Ministry official said.



Connectivity issues The numbers are most stark in the northeast. Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Nagaland have cited connectivity issues for their inability to commence the process of digitisation. Jammu & Kashmir, Kerala, Punjab and West Bengal fall in this category of nonstarters, too. Another nine States have made meagre progress. In Bihar, less than 1% of ration shops are digitised; the figure is 1% for Tripura, Delhi and Uttarakhand. Uttar Pra-



desh fares better with 16% shops digitised. The project also calls for automation of the supply chain — online monitoring of stock positions in godowns, tracking the movement of the food grains from the godowns to the fair price shops, SMS alerts to beneficiaries, etc. Thirteen States are yet to take the first step in this direction. The Centre, meanwhile, has sought to present the digitisation of 23.11 crore ration cards as a great success, in the process uncovering 2.48 crore bogus cards, which have been deleted to save the nation a subsidy of ₹15,000 crore per annum.



Veteran Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) leader and MP from Araria, Mohammad Taslimuddin, died at a hospital in Chennai on Sunday. He was 74. The RJD leader is survived by his wife, three sons and two daughters. The RJD MP was in Chennai in connection with a Parliamentary Committee meeting. On August 24, he was admitted to the hospital after he complained of a breathing problem, said MLA Sarfaraz Alam, the MP’s son. The burial may take place on Tuesday at his native Sisauna village in Araria district, he added.



Illustrious career Taslimuddin, who was a prominent Muslim leader hailing from Bihar’s Seemanchal area, was an eight-time MLA and a fivetime MP. He has also served as the Union Minister of State for Home. He began his political career as a sarpanch and was elected to Bihar Assembly for the first time in 1969. Expressing grief over the death of the MP, Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar said Taslimuddin was a renowned politician and social worker.
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ELSEWHERE



Russia denies bombing U.S.-backed forces ‘Strikes only targeted the Islamic State’



U.K. police make second arrest; terror threat lowered



Hamas ready to hold polls in Gaza Agence France-Presse Gaza City



Reuters Moscow



Abe could call snap election in October TOKYO



Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is considering calling a snap election for as early as next month to take advantage of his improved approval ratings and disarray in the main Opposition party, government and ruling party sources said on Sunday. Reuters



‘No leadership challenge to May from Johnson’ LONDON



Britain’s Interior Minister Amber Rudd said on Sunday that Boris Johnson was not starting a leadership bid by setting out his plans for Brexit in a newspaper article, adding that his intervention was “absolutely �ne”. When asked if the article was a leadership challenge, she said “no, I don’t think it is”. Reuters



6 killed in Pak. blast claimed by Taliban KHAR



A roadside bomb killed a local government o�cial and �ve policemen on Sunday in Pakistan’s restive northwestern tribal area bordering Afghanistan, o�cials said. The blast took place in the town of Mamoond. Tehreek-e-Taliban (TTP) claimed responsibility. AFP



‘Iran will react strongly to any wrong U.S. move’ DUBAI



Iran will not be bullied by the U.S. and will react strongly to any “wrong move” by Washington on Tehran’s nuclear deal, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said on Sunday. His comments came after U.S. President Donald Trump said last week that Iran was violating “the spirit” of the 2015 deal. Reuters



Russia’s Defence Ministry on Sunday rejected allegations it had bombed U.S.-backed militias in Syria, saying its planes only targeted Islamic State (IS) militants and that it had warned the U.S. well in advance of its operational plans. U.S.-backed militias said they came under attack on Saturday from Russian jets and Syrian government forces in Deir al-Zor province, a flashpoint in an increasingly complex battlefield. The Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), an alliance of Kurdish and Arab militias fighting with the U.S.-led coalition, said six of its fighters had been wounded in the strike. But Major-General Igor Konashenkov, a spokesman for the Russian Defence Ministry, dismissed the al-



legations in a statement on Sunday. Gen. Konashenkov said Russian planes had only carried out carefully targeted strikes in the area based upon information that had been confirmed from multiple sources. The strikes had only hit targets in areas under the control of the IS, he said. “To avoid unnecessary escalation, the commanders of Russian forces in Syria used an existing communications channel to inform our American partners in good time about the borders of our military operation in Deir al-Zor,” Gen. Konashenkov said. “In the last few days, Russian surveillance and reconnaissance did not detect a single clash between Islamic State and armed representatives of any ‘third force’ on the eastern bank of the Euphrates,” he added.



U.S. could stay in Paris pact: Tillerson ‘But only under right conditions’ Reuters Washington



The U.S. could remain in the Paris climate accord under the right conditions, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said on Sunday, signalling a shift in tone from the Trump administration, which angered allies with its decision to pull out of the agreement. President Donald Trump is willing to work with partners in the Paris agreement if the U.S. could construct a set of terms that are fair and balanced for Americans, Mr. Tillerson said on the CBS’s “Face The Nation”. Asked if there was a chance the U.S. could stay in



the accord, Mr. Tillerson responded, “I think under the right conditions.” U.S. National Security Adviser, H.R. McMaster, struck a similar tone in television interviews on Sunday in which he said Mr. Trump had always been willing to consider changes on the climate pact. U.S. officials attended a meeting on Saturday of ministers from more than 30 of the nations that signed the agreement. The Wall Street Journal reported on Saturday that Trump administration officials said the U.S. would not pull out of the agreement and had offered to re-engage in the deal.



Interior Minister Rudd calls it a lone-wolf attack, says no evidence of IS involvement Reuters London



British police arrested a second man over the bombing of a London commuter train on Friday that injured 30 people and the security services lowered the threat level for an attack from its highest setting. The 21-year-old man was detained under Britain’s terrorism laws in the west London suburb of Hounslow just before midnight on Saturday, London police said in a statement. Police arrested an 18-yearold man in the departure lounge of Dover port earlier on Saturday in what they called a “significant” step and then raided a property in Sunbury, a town near London and about four miles (six km) from Hounslow. The home-made bomb shot flames through a packed train carriage at west London’s Parsons Green Tube station during the Friday morning rush hour but apparently failed to detonate fully.



Search in Surrey Police said on Sunday they were searching a residential property in Stanwell, Surrey, close to the perimeter of London’s Heathrow Airport, in connection with the Hounslow arrest. The search of the property in Sunbury, also in the county of Surrey next to the capital, was continuing but there were no safety risks to local residents, they said. Local media reported that the Sunbury home belongs to a couple who have fostered hundreds of children, including refugees. The BBC said the couple, 88year-old Ronald Jones and Penelope Jones, 71, had been
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Standing up to injustice



Terror-struck: The London subway train, which was targeted at Parsons Green station. honoured by Queen Elizabeth for their work with children. Islamic State (IS) claimed responsibility, as it has for other attacks in Britain this year, including two in London and one at a concert by American singer Ariana Grande in Manchester in May. Interior minister Amber Rudd said on Sunday the second arrest indicated it was not a “lone-wolf” attack, but there was no evidence that the IS was involved. “It is inevitable that socalled Islamic State, or Daesh, will reach in and try to claim responsibility. We have no evidence to suggest that yet,” she told the BBC’s Andrew Marr Show. “But as this unfolds, and as the police do their invest-



*



Army chief urges unity over Rohingya issue Won’t take back those who �ed: govt. Agence France-Presse



Myanmar’s Army chief has urged the country to unite over the “issue” of the Rohingya, a Muslim group he says has no roots in the country, and which his troops are accused of systematically purging. The military says its “clearance operations” in northern Rakhine State are aimed at flushing out Rohingya militants who attacked police posts on August 25. But the violence has engulfed the border region and triggered an exodus of more than 4,00,000 Rohingya to Bangladesh. UN leaders have described the campaign as having all the hallmarks of “ethnic cleansing” of the Rohingya, a stateless group that has endured years of persecution and repression. CM YK



General Min Aung Hlaing, Myanmar’s Army chief, said on his Facebook page on Saturday that Rohingya was never an “ethnic group” in Myanmar. “(The) Bengali issue is a national cause and we need to be united in establishing the truth,” the post read. Many in Myanmar insist on referring to the Rohingya as “Bengalis”. On Sunday, Myanmar’s government hinted that it may not take back Rohingya who fled across the border, accusing those refugees of having links to the militants. “Those who fled the villages made their way to the other country for fear of being arrested as they got involved in the violent attacks. Legal protection will be given to the villages whose residents did not flee,” the government's Information Committee statement said.



meaning another attack might be imminent. Soldiers and armed police were deployed to strategic locations such as nuclear power plants. On Saturday, armed police patrolled the streets near government departments in Westminster and guarded Premier League soccer grounds hosting matches. The last time Britain was put on “critical” alert was after a suicide bomber killed 22 people at the Ariana Grande concert. On that occasion, the threat level remained at critical for four days while police established whether the bomber had worked alone or with others. Prior to that it had not been triggered since 2007.



Press Trust of India



About 20,000 people may be used to defend territories



Pakistanis were voting on Sunday for the parliamentary seat vacated by former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif following his disqualification on July 28 and contested by his ailing wife Kulsoom Nawaz. A total of 44 candidates, including those from Imran Khan’s Tehreek-e-Insaf and the Hafiz Saeedbacked Milli Muslim League, were in the fray for the NA-120 seat in Lahore, said to be the stronghold of the Sharifs. The Pakistan Army personnel supervised the polling process. Imran Khan asked the residents of NA-120 to cast their votes and give verdict against the ‘Godfather’ (Nawaz Sharif ). Kulsoom is in London where she is undergoing treatment for her throat cancer. In her absence, Maryam had run her mother’s campaign.



Agence France-Presse Kabul



Afghanistan is considering training and arming 20,000 civilians to defend territories where Islamist militants have been driven out, officials say, sparking fears the local forces could become another thuggish militia. The proposal for a government-backed armed group that would protect its own communities from the Taliban and the Islamic State (IS) group comes as Afghanistan’s security forces, demoralised by killings and desertions, struggle to beat back a rampant insurgency.



Human rights concerns But the proposal has raised concerns that the local forces could become unruly and turn into another abusive militia terrorising the people it is supposed to defend. “The Afghan govern-



Afghan Army soldiers in Kabul. AFP *



ment’s expansion of irregular forces could have enormously dangerous consequences for civilians,” said Patricia Gossman, a senior researcher at Human Rights Watch. American and Afghan officials said the fighters would come under the command of the Afghan Army



‘Evolution’ purged from Turkish schools It won’t be a part of high school biology from next year as more than 170 topics are overhauled Associated Press



Students in Turkey are returning to school on Monday where they will be taught evolution for the last time in their biology classes. Next fall, evolution and Charles Darwin will be scrapped from their textbooks. Turkey has announced an overhaul of more than 170 topics in the country’s school curriculum, including removing all direct references to evolution from high school biology classes. The upcoming changes have caused uproar, with critics calling them a reshaping of education along the conservative, Islam-oriented government’s line.



Too advanced? Education Minister Ismet Yilmaz said the new “valuebased” programme had simplified topics in “harmonisation with students’



Blow to secularism: Turkish schoolchildren at the mausoleum of Mustafa Kemal Atatürk in Ankara. AP *



development.” He said evolutionary biology, which his Ministry deemed was too advanced for high school, would still be taught in universities. Other changes include teaching about jihad in religion classes as the “love of homeland”, and a lessened emphasis on Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, the founder of the Turkish republic . Atatürk in-



Talks in Egypt Hamas chief Ismail Haniya agreed to take such steps in talks with Egyptian officials in Cairo last week, said a Hamas official. It was unclear, however, whether the steps would result in further concrete action toward ending the deep division with Fatah. Hamas for now continues to run a de facto separate administration in the Gaza Strip and is in charge of the security forces there. Previous attempts to resolve the split have repeatedly failed. Mr. Abbas’s Fatah welcomed the announcement, saying it followed “extensive meetings” between its own representatives and Egyptian intelligence officials.



Afghanistan may train, arm civilians to �ght militants



Istanbul Yangon



No serious injury The bomb struck as passengers were travelling towards the centre of the British capital. Some suffered burns and others were hurt in a stampede to escape. Health officials said none was thought to be in a serious condition. Prime Minister Theresa May put Britain on its highest security level of “critical” late on Friday,



AP



Poll held for seat vacated by Sharif Lahore



Our lives matter: A protester confronts the police in University City, Missouri, during a demonstration on Saturday against a court verdict acquitting St. Louis police o�cer Jason Stockley of �rst-degree murder in the death of African American Anthony Lamar Smith. Clashes marred the end of what had been a largely peaceful second day of protest rallies in Missouri. AP



igations, we will make sure that we find out exactly how he was radicalised, if we can.” She said the threat level had been lowered to “severe” from “critical”, meaning another attack was highly likely rather than expected imminently.



*



Hamas said on Sunday that it had agreed to steps towards resolving a decadelong split with Palestinian President Mahmud Abbas’s Fatah, announcing it would dissolve a body seen as a rival government and was ready to hold elections. The statement comes after Hamas leaders held talks with Egyptian officials last week, and with the Gaza Strip run by the Palestinian Islamist movement facing a mounting humanitarian crisis. Hamas said it had agreed to key demands made by Fatah: dissolving the so-called “administrative committee” created in March, while saying it was ready for elections and negotiations toward a unity government. It called on the Palestinian Authority government based in the Israeli-occupied West Bank “to come to Gaza to exercise its functions and carry out its duties immediately”.



stituted the separation of state and religion, but President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s party has challenged that strict split with a more religious approach. Turkey’s education system is already reeling from the trauma of the failed July 15, 2016 coup attempt and the new scholastic programme highlights that government victory as “a le-



gendary, heroic story”. More than 33,000 of the nation’s teachers — about 4% of them — have been purged in a government crackdown after the coup, nearly 5,600 academics have been dismissed and some 880 schools shuttered for alleged links to terror groups. The belief in creationism that life originated and changed through divine creation is widespread in Turkey. Many educators are worried because Turkish students are already globally ranked “below average” in science, mathematics and reading compared to their peers across the world. Mehmet Somel, the head of the Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Society of Turkey, says Turkish students will be unable to understand even basic science if their studies make no direct reference to evolution. Cagri Mert Bakirci, a bio-



https://t.me/yk_info



logist who founded an online learning project called the “Tree of Evolution”, calls the Ministry’s claim that evolution is too difficult for Turkish students an “insult” to them and their teachers. His volunteer project reaches nearly eight million people each week over Facebook with videos and articles. “I can explain evolution in 10 seconds,” he said. Mr. Erdoğan has repeatedly voiced his desire for a “devout generation”. Previous changes to the education system have included an increase in public schools providing religious studies and more classes on Islam. The new curriculum will be rolled out in steps and assessed. This year, students in first, fifth and ninth grades will use the updated programme. Other classes, including the changed biology programme, will be fully integrated next fall.



and be better trained than the Afghan Local Police — a village-level force set up by the U.S. in 2010 and accused of human rights violations. “Right now we rely on commandos and air strikes to retake the lost territories but after the commandos leave we don’t have enough forces to hold onto the territories,” said a senior Defence Ministry official. “The force will operate under an Army corps and will be used to fill the gaps. They will be recruited from the locals and will be numbered around 20,000.” Defence ministry spokesman Dawlat Waziri confirmed to AFP that a plan for “local forces” was being discussed. A spokesman for NATO’s Resolute Support train and assist mission also confirmed a proposal for an Afghan territorial army was on the table.



‘N. Korea could be destroyed’ Agence France-Presse Washington



The U.S. ramped up the pressure on North Korea on Sunday ahead of a week of high-stakes diplomacy at the UN, warning Pyongyang will be “destroyed” if it refuses to end its “reckless” nuclear and ballistic missile drive. U.S. President Donald Trump and South Korean President Moon Jae-in spoke by phone on Saturday night and pledged “stronger pressure” on North Korea, the presidential office said. Washington’s Ambassador to the United Nations, Nikki Haley, kept up the rhetorical pressure ahead of the upcoming meetings in New York, asserting that if the North should pose a serious threat to the United States or its allies, “North Korea will be destroyed.” M ND-NDE



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



THE HINDU



BUSINESS 13



NOIDA/DELHI



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2017



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



Tweaks to pact with S. Korea mooted Rapid rise in gold imports from Asian nation causes alarm; ‘criminal’ angle comes under lens ARUN S New Delhi



SBI reviewing minimum balance charges MUMBAI



The State Bank of India has said it was reviewing charges for some types of accounts for non-maintenance of monthly average balance (MAB) after receiving feedback from customers. In April, the bank reintroduced fees on non-maintenance of MAB after �ve years. “We have received feedback from our customers and we are reviewing those,” the bank’s MD (national banking group) Rajnish Kumar said. PTI



SEBI to take stock of suspected shell �rms NEW DELHI



Markets regulator SEBI will update its board on Monday on action being taken against suspected shell companies allegedly abetting routing of illicit funds through stock markets. Those under scanner, include over 300 listed �rms as also hundreds of unlisted entities and individuals, suspected to be misusing the stock exchange platform for tax evasion, among other wrongdoings, a senior o�cial said. PTI



India is looking to plug loopholes in its Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with South Korea following concerns over a recent sudden surge in imports of gold and related articles from that country. Authorities are also learnt to be probing a possible ‘criminal angle’ behind the recent rapid rise in imports of the yellow metal from South Korea. The rise has happened due to certain firms, ‘owned and operated by some Indians’, allegedly misusing the India-South Korea FTA that allows dutyfree import of the precious metal and its articles.



GST, the cause Gold imports from South Korea had shot up to about $340 million in the period July 1-August 3, 2017, compared with about $71 million for all of FY17. The implementation of the Good and



Dim show: Interestingly, South Korea is not a leading producer or exporter of gold. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK *



Services Tax (GST) from July 1 led to the import surge. Pre-GST, gold imports through the non-FTA channel attracted a 10% basic customs duty (BCD) and an additional 12.5% countervailing duty (CVD), while those from the FTA route were levied a 12.5% CVD (as the FTA eliminated the customs duty on gold imports) — which dis-



GST Composition Scheme registration open till Sept. 30 Move to aid those who could not register before April 16



MUMBAI



The life insurance industry, led by Life Insurance Corporation, drastically cut down its fresh exposure to equities by 57% during the �scal 2016-17 to ₹16,793 crore from ₹39,535 crore a year ago, data collated by the Life Insurance Council said. This reduction was despite the fact that key indices went up remarkably during the year with the BSE Sensex alone rising to 29,620 on March 31 this year from 25,342 a year ago. PTI



Airtel bank enables UPI payments Special Correspondent



In an upcoming trade meeting with South Korea, India will push for inclusion of tighter norms in the FTA on imports of gold and its items to prevent misuse. India will insist on a clause in the FTA specifying the criteria of (at least 35%) ‘value addition’ as well as ‘Change in Tariff Sub-Heading’ to ensure that the item has undergone substantial transformation in South Korea, and not been just routed through that country to take advantage of duty-free norms. Only those furnishing the required certificate, stating the criteria have been met, will be allowed FTA benefits. Else, such imports from South Korea will attract 10% duty. Since gold is a sensitive item for India, the other plan is to shift gold and articles to the negative list in the FTA. Work is also on to impose safeguard duty (12.5%) on gold imports from South Korea.



Festive season to push demand Press Trust of India New Delhi



The country’s gold imports recorded a three-fold jump to $15.24 billion during the April-August period of the current fiscal, Commerce Ministry data showed. Gold imports, which has a bearing on the country’s current account deficit (CAD), stood at ₹5.08 billion in April-August 2016-17. In August this year, imports of the precious metal rose to ₹1.88 billion from ₹1.11 billion in the same month of the previous fiscal. A surge in gold imports last month contributed to the widening of trade deficit to $11.64 billion as against $7.7 billion in August 2016. The imports are expected to increase on account of the forthcoming festival season, which will start from the end of this month. Increase in inbound ship-



ments of gold is also one of the reasons for higher CAD. CAD rose sharply to $14.3 billion — or 2.4% of GDP — at the end of first quarter of 2017-18. In general terms, CAD refers to the difference between inflow and outflow of foreign exchange that has an impact on exchange rate. India is the world’s second-biggest gold consumer after China. The imports mainly take care of jewellery industry demand.



Paytm Mall to o�er cashback worth ₹500 cr. in festival sale To take on bigger rivals such as Amazon and Flipkart



New Delhi



Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



Life insurers cut fresh exposure to equities



couraged such gold imports. Under the new tax regime, a 3% GST replaced the CVD. This meant gold imports from the non-FTA route attracted 10% BCD and 3% GST, while those from the (S. Korea) FTA channel paid only 3% GST, which could be later claimed as input tax credit. What has raised eyebrows is that South Korea is



not among the world’s leading producers or exporters of gold and related items. Significantly, the authorities are examining a possible criminal angle in such transactions as those entities were allegedly sending gold medallion directly from Dubai to South Korea and then exporting to India, violating FTA norms. Under the FTA, duty-free import of gold medallion into India is currently allowed only if it has met the norm of ‘Change in Tariff Heading’ under the Harmonised System Code. This means one could send gold bars and rods from a third country to South Korea, convert them into medallion there, export to India and avail the zero-duty benefit. Though the Centre had last month ‘restricted’ imports of jewellery, precious metal and related items from South Korea, official sources said it was only a temporary measure.



Gold imports increase threefold to $15 billion



The Goods and Services Tax Network on Sunday announced the opening of the registration window for the Composition Scheme again till September 30. Under the Scheme, small taxpayers with a turnover of ₹75 lakh can file quarterly returns instead of the normal monthly returns. “Many taxpayers who migrated after August 16 could not avail this facility as it was open till August 16, 2017 only,” the GSTN said in a release. “To make this facility available to all those who could not opt for Composi-



Prakash Kumar



tion, the facility has been opened again by the GST Council. This is also open to those who registered afresh under GST but did not avail the facility at the time of registration.”



“Any person who has been granted registration on a provisional basis or regular basis and has turnover not exceeding ₹75 lakh, and who wishes to opt for the composition levy under section 10 of the Act, is required to electronically file an intimation, duly signed or verified through electronic verification code, at the GST portal on or before September 30, 2017,” Prakash Kumar, CEO of the GSTN said. “The composition scheme has been designed to simplify and reduce the burden of compliance for smaller taxpayers,” Mr. Kumar added.



Airtel Payments Bank on Sunday announced the integration of the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) with its digital platform. “This would allow all our 20 million bank customers to create their personalised UPI handles on the Airtel app, and enable them to make digital payments in both the offline and the online space,” said Shashi Arora, managing director and chief executive officer, Airtel Payment Bank said. Mr. Arora said customers would be able to link their bank accounts on the BHIM app and make UPI payments.



Yuthika Bhargava New Delhi



To take on bigger rivals such as Amazon and Flipkart, Paytm Mall will be offering cashbacks worth more than ₹500 crore during its fourday online festive sale. This will be the first festive season sale for the ecommerce player which started operations in February this year. Amit Sinha, chief operating officer, Paytm Mall, said, “... we have collaborated with our partner brands and merchants to bring one of the largest assortment of cashback offers.” The four day ‘Mera Cash-



GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK



IN BRIEF



back Sale’ will be on from September 20-23, with cashbacks ranging from 15% to 100%. “We will keep the excitement up by giving phones and Paytm Gold everyday,” he added. Paytm Mall will offer 100% cash back to 25 phone



buyers every day and 200 customers will receive 100 gm Paytm Gold every day. The orders will be serviced by the nearest brandauthorised store, large retail chain or small shopkeeper. “This will drive increased sales for Paytm Mall’s partnered retailers and will also lead to shorter delivery timelines for all festive orders and save additional logistics investments like warehousing,” the firm said. The platform aims to contribute up to 10-15% of retailers’ overall festive sales as it is expecting more than fivemillion new users during the four-day period.



https://t.me/yk_info CM YK
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A niche for premium models in its dealer network faced scepticism, but paid o� Yuthika Bhargava NEW DELHI



How does a market leader cope with mid-life anxieties about staying relevant in a changing demographic landscape? The company that put India on the automotive world map and has churned out millions of cars over the past three decades — Maruti Suzuki, which was grappling for an answer, seems to have found it. “About two years ago, we had around 46-47% market share… the remaining 5354% customers were not coming to us,” said R.S. Kalsi, the company’s senior executive director, marketing and sales.“In our research, we found that young customers – the third generation customers, who may already have a Maruti Suzuki vehicle in their family… they think of Maruti Suzuki as dad’s car or grandfather’s car,” he said. Mr. Kalsi is the man who spearheaded the strategy to target, and bring in, the premium segment of customers. That is how the Nexa was conceived, he said. Nexa is company’s line of showrooms that sells its premium car portfolio. “Staying relevant is very important. The idea is that we don’t get a sense of complacency… a market leader may have the tendency to get complacent,” he said. This attempt by the company to change itself from the ‘not-so-premium automaker’ was met with scepticism from not just outside the company, but inside too. This was also not its first attempt at dominating the segment. Maruti Suzuki had earlier failed to capture the high-value segment with its Kizashi, and the Vitara. “In the beginning, there are always apprehensions… Any disruption is painful in terms of investments, a little discontinuity in terms of business and sometimes people do not accept your vision,” Mr. Kalsi said. The move was seen to be interfering with Maruti Suzuki’s core strength — the about 1,800-strong dealer network at the time. “We had planned to introduce 50 outlets in the first year and I was told: ‘You are compromising on the network strength’. I was told that it’s



EXPLAINER



Late bloomer: Nexa gained acceptance after the �rst 50 showrooms became operational, says R.S. Kalsi. a gamble, some of my peers said if this project doesn’t go through my career may be at stake.” There were also apprehensions that sales of models unveiled through the new channel may be hit. This was followed by the SCross, the first model to be introduced via the channel, failing to gain traction initially. The crossover vehicle, first priced at ₹8.34 lakh₹13.74 lakh, soon witnessed a price cut of about ₹2 lakh on select variants.



‘Gained footfalls’ However, as more models were introduced — Ciaz, Baleno and Ignis — and the channel expanded, footfalls into Nexa rose, which has also reflected in sales. “After the first 50 showrooms were in place and fully operational, we saw the Nexa bet paying off. People were appreciating the [value of the] showrooms. It wasn’t a typical Maruti Suzuki experience… As for the dealers… for any new initiative, there a couple of people who are on board, the others wait and watch for the results before joining. This happened here also,” Mr. Kalsi said. Shrikant Akolkar, research analyst (automobiles), Angel Broking pointed out, “The Nexa chain of retail outlets was launched in 2015... The financials have shown a remarkable improvement with 17% CAGR in revenue between FY15-FY17 compared with 7% CAGR from FY13-FY15. Margins have also risen from less than 14% in FY15 to more than 15% in FY17.” Investors have also responded positively to the new strategy. “In the year



the Nexa chain was unveiled, the share price of Maruti appreciated about 40%, and in the last two years it has given about 100% returns. That speaks for how the Nexa, as well as the main business, have helped Maruti Suzuki,” Mr. Akolkar said.



‘3 lakh cars this year’ Maruti Suzuki now has 280 Nexa showroomsand has sold 300,000 vehicles through the channel till now. Riding on the success of the channel, the company said it expected to sell 300,000 vehicles through Nexa in the current fiscal. “There were pain points, we had to convince all stakeholders, including dealers and the internal team to come on board… but looking back now it has been a wonderful experience… By 2020 we are looking at 20% of out target of 2 million vehicles sales to come from Nexa,” Mr Kalsi said. Abdul Majeed, partner, PwC, said, “There are two aspects for any firm: product and distribution. Distribution plays a very important in connecting with the customers… they had products (like Vitara) earlier but could not convey it to the customer through distribution.” “Obviously, those buying entry-level vehicles are very different from those wanting premium vehicles… their thinking and aspirations are very different. Maruti Suzuki was very strongly associated with small cars..,” he added. Mr. Kalsi agreed, saying, “We brought in a powerful portfolio of products in the last 4-5 years.” But that needed to be coupled with a great buying experience.
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Decoding shell companies



Digitisation was the first step. “About 75% of customers research online. We wanted to provide them with a seamless experience from where they left the research. “Second, it is a pampered generation. They have travelled, been to the best restaurants... When they go to a bank, they deal with a relationship manager. Ours was a time when we used to stand in three queues just to withdraw money from the teller,” Mr. Kalsi said. Nexa helped combine these kinds of new-age experience. When a customer returned to a showroom, the RM knew whether she prefers a cup of black coffee or orange juice, Mr. Kalsi said, adding that the experience went beyond buying. “For example, we have a lounge in the Delhi Airport that customers can use; the Mumbai one is in process. There are fashion shows we do...We keep them engaged.” Besides the experience, it also helped the company focus. “Being a company with such a widespread product portfolio, we have to segregate the products as per the profile of the customer.” For Maruti, the segregation was not just pricebased. “Premium is not just price but also features and feel,” Mr. Kalsi said. For the company, the Nexa customer is “more sophisticated, mature, wants exclusivity, has exposure to a higher class of life and was earlier uncomfortable visiting our showrooms.” The success has had a rub-off effect on its other showrooms. The company is currently re-branding its mass network of more than 2,000 showrooms to attract more customers. But what if Nexa had not happened? Mr. Kalsi terms it hypothetical. “It is one of the most difficult things to say what would have happened if we had not gone with Nexa. You can see its advantage. We have 3,00,000 customers… and intend to sell 3,00,000 cars this year alone. We were at that point at 46% market share, today we are at 51%. We clocked a healthy 10% growth last year. This year, we are at 18%-plus in the first five months, while competition has seen marginal growth so far.”



Jaypee: consumer angle in IBC play It costs less to o�er consumers a remedy before insolvency proceedings begin Aparna Ravi Anjali Sharma



Insolvency resolution is about the allocation of losses among different stakeholders in a situation where there isn’t enough left in the pot for everyone. So far, the stakeholders at the centre of the public discourse under the new and fast evolving Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) have been banks, trade creditors, promoters, workmen, employees and minority shareholders. The Supreme Court’s order in the Chitra Sharma v. Union of India case earlier this month has brought attention to the rights of a new group of stakeholders — consumers who have made advances on goods or services that are yet to be delivered. In this case, the petitioners, who are homebuyers, submitted that insolvency proceedings against the real estate developer, Jaypee Infratech, would put on hold their cases in consumer forums, while not providing them any remedy in the insolvency resolution process under the IBC. The Supreme Court has responded by allowing the insolvency proceedings to continue, but with conditions. Among other things, it has asked Jaypee Associates, the parent company of Jaypee Infratech, to deposit ₹2,000 crore with the Court by October 27. It has ordered the IRP to present, within 45 days, a resolution plan that will protect the interests of both homebuyers and creditors. Further, it has appointed an amicus who will participate in creditors’ committee meetings on behalf of the homebuyers.



Onus on IRP Despite the Court speaking at length on protecting the interests of homebuyers, its order provides little guidance on the specific relief they would get as it is silent on the priority to be accorded to homebuyer dues in relation to dues owed to other creditors. The Court has not acceded to the petitioners’ request to treat homebuyers at par with banks nor has it specified whether the ₹2,000 crore deposit will be used solely to



GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK



Nexa: How Maruti hit pay dirt



GUEST COLUMN



meet homebuyer dues. As things stand, the Court has entrusted the resolution professional with the task of protecting both “homebuyers’ and creditors’ interests,” but with little guidance on how to do so given the limited pool of assets available for distribution to all parties.



other countries, > In < consumers get e�ective remedies through consumer protection laws This case raises the broader policy question of how to deal with consumer prepayments of all kinds, not just in the context of real estate transactions, in the event of company insolvency. In most common law jurisdictions, this has been a subject of extensive deliberation. The U.K., Australia and Canada continue to treat consumer prepayments as general unsecured credit. The one exception to this is the U.S., which accords consumer deposits a priority over taxes and other unsecured claims, but only up to an amount of $2,600. However, in all these jurisdictions, while consumers get limited or no special protection under insolvency law, they are provided timely and effective remedies through well-enforced contracts and consumer protection legislation. In India, by contrast, the civil and contract related remedies available to consumers suffer from delays and poor recoveries. For this reason, the IBC, which offers a time-bound resolution, may be considered as a



mechanism to provide some relief to consumers. However, the pros and cons of the possible designs for doing so need to be considered. First, the size of consumer prepayments varies greatly across industries, and according similar insolvency protection to all of them may not be feasible. For example, the quantum and nature of protection accorded to homebuyers may differ vastly from that accorded to buyers of pre-paid gift vouchers from retailers. A possible design may be to accord preferential status, similar to workmen and secured creditors, to consumers in sectors where their prepayments form a large part of overall company indebtedness. However, this will likely lead to a clamour from consumers in more and more sectors to bring themselves on to this list. Further, as the list of preferential creditors expands, other creditors’ recovery rates will suffer, and this may show up as lower credit allocation and higher interest rates to firms in these sectors. A second design is to retain consumer prepayments in a specified trust to prevent misuse of funds, and make these bankruptcy remote. For example, the newly promulgated Real Estate Regulation and Development Act, 2016 (RERA) requires developers to place 70% of customer advances in a project-specific escrow account and refund any such advances, with interest, if the property is not delivered as per terms of the sale agreement. Perhaps, the way



forward is to amend RERA and other sector-specific legislation to extend these consumer protection provisions to cover insolvency events.



Cost to firms, consumers However, while this appears to be an ideal solution from the consumers’ point of view, for firms it reduces the availability of business capital and increases costs, which would ultimately be transferred to consumers. A third possible design is to require firms or sectors with large values of consumer prepayments to get insurance cover for these. But, this will require the insurance market for such products to evolve organically, before it becomes a credible consumer remedy. For the Court and policymakers charged with thinking about consumer rights, it is important to remember that making the IBC the primary mechanism for providing consumer relief will come at a cost. This cost will be in the form of lower recoveries for other creditors in the short run, and an impact on credit market development in the long term. For this reason, rather than placing the entire burden on the IBC, improving the accessibility and effectiveness of civil and consumer protection remedies, which provide relief much before the commencement of insolvency, may be a more effective strategy. (Aparna Ravi is counsel at Samvad Partners and Anjali Sharma is a researcher at the Finance Research Group at the Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research. Views expressed here are personal.)



INTERVIEW | RAJIV BANSAL



‘No reason why Air India can’t run as a PSU’



Sanjay Vijayakumar



What are shell companies? J The Companies Act, 2013 has not defined what a ‘shell company’ is and as to what kind of activities would lead to a company being termed a ‘shell’. Shell companies are typically corporate entities which do not have any active business operations or significant assets in their possession. The government views them with suspicion as some of them could be used for money laundering, tax evasion and other illegal activities. Is there a law governing shell companies? J In India, there is no specific law relating to “shell companies.” However, some laws help, to an extent, in curbing illegal activities such as money laundering and can indirectly be used to target shell companies — Benami Transaction (Prohibition) Amendment Act 2016; The Prevention of Money Laundering Act 2002 and The Companies Act, 2013. Is it easy to strike off a shell company from the records? J According to Anant Merathia, a Chennai-based corporate lawyer, companies can be removed from the rolls of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs by two means: CM YK



‘My focus is on running the airline, not on privatisation, says the new chairman and managing director press; and, we are a full-service carrier, so we will be able to position Air India to command better yields because of the value proposition. Passengers don’t mind travelling on LCCs in the short-haul but on a long-haul flight, they are naturally looking for comfort; so, I am better positioned.



Somesh Jha



Air India’s impending privatisation has not hit its expansion plans. While employees are naturally anxious about its implications, there is no sense of fear in the ranks, says the national carrier’s new CMD Rajiv Bansal in an interview on board the airline’s inaugural Delhi-Copenhagen flight. While Air India wants to maintain operational profit, it is also looking to raise fresh loans. Excerpts:



GETTYIMAGES/ISTOCK



The Centre has initiated action against more than two lakh shell companies as part of Operation Clean Money. Separately, the market regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India has identified 331 companies and initiated action against them. Here is all you need to know about shell companies.



strike off by Registrar of Companies (RoC) — (Section 248 (1) of the Companies Act, 2013) and voluntary strike off — (Section 248 (2) of the Companies Act, 2013). Voluntary closure can be done with the approval of the board and shareholders and the firm should have nil liabilities.



What scenarios can lead to a company’s name being struck off by the RoC? J The strike off happens in case of companies which have failed to commence business within a year of incorporation. Also, in case of companies that are not carrying on any business or operation for a period of two immediately preceding financial years and have not made any application within such period for obtaining the status of a ‘dormant company’ under Section 455 of the Companies Act can be struck off by the RoC unless cause is shown to the contrary. The RoC issues a showcause notice to such companies and their directors seeking their response within 30 days. If the response is not satisfactory, the company’s name would be removed from the register.



What is a dormant company? J According to Mr. Merathia, as per Section 455 of the Companies Act, 2013, a company that does not have significant financial activity or has been inactive can apply to the RoC and obtain the status of a dormant company. The company shall be a dormant company on the rolls of the RoC until it follows all the provisions of Section 455. If it fails to do so, the RoC shall have powers to strike of their names from the Register of Companies. What is the difference between dormant and shell companies? J A dormant company gets its title in two ways: it has chosen to get a ‘dormant’ status from the RoC by way of an application and is in compliance of the requirements of Section 455. Further, in case a company has not filed financial statements or annual returns for two financial years consecutively, the RoC shall issue notice and include it in the register of ‘dormant’ companies. But a shell company is one which is typically suspected of illegal activities.



How does it feel to take charge after the government decided to privatise Air India?



Privatising is a different issue as it is for the shareholders to see. The shareholder is the Government of India and it is examining it. My job is to run the airline professionally and profitably. So I am channelling my energy into that. ■



Have you set goals for yourself, prior to privatisation?



My focus is not to enhance value for privatisation, which could be a side benefit. My focus is on running the airline. I have been here for about 25 days now and my only focus is to run the airline on time. I can’t monitor all the flights, so I’m monitoring the first flight of the day, inter-metro flights and five ultra long-haul flights.



■



How is the mood of employees ahead of privatisation?



Employees are naturally feeling [that] it’s an uncertain future. Any employee would; they have been in the airline for long and the government is now saying the carrier will be privatised. So, there is an apprehension and uncertainty. My feeling is that a lot of employees feel



■



they are good at their job and they will continue to get employment under the new owners. So, they are not unduly worried. Another thing is that the average age of my employees is quite high — about 53-54, and the retirement age is 58. So, a large number of employees will retire in the next 3-4 years. The government has a reasonably good experience in privatising the Delhi and Mumbai airports where AAI employees were assured that they would continue to be in employment till superannuation and I hope that the government would give such an offer to my employees too. But on the whole, [there is] some uncertainty but no fear. What progress have you made in on-time performance so far?



We pushed very hard. I roughly monitor around 30% of flights. There are about 20 inter-metro first flights of the day and there are about five ultra long haul flights. We have witnessed significant improvement in the on-time performance (OTP). There are some bad days but on some good days we have crossed 90%. My target is to consistently maintain 90% OTP and towards that end, we have improved our ground handling. We have looked at all points of delays



Any profitability targets that you have set?



I don’t think we are in a position to earn net profits but continuing to earn operational profit is my major challenge. If I can close the current financial year with an operating profit, I would be happy. ■



have witnessed < > We signi�cant improvements in on-time performance and corrected them. We have also taken action against any shortcomings on the part of vendors or our own staff. Can airlines be run as professionally under government control as private airlines?



■



There are some challenges and some opportunities also. Opportunity... in the sense that it’s a national carrier and I have a huge commitment from the government that all government officials will fly by Air India. It’s a big comfort for me. Running it as a government entity has other challenges as it’s not easy to operate a ‘hire and fire’ policy. It’s a matter of building processes, so if you do that you can work in the PSU environment also. I see ■



https://t.me/yk_info



no reason why we can’t run as a public sector airline. Is the freeze on induction of new planes, due to disinvestment talks, affecting expansion?



I have about 110 planes and for the winter schedule, we will be operating about 90 aircraft and I think that’s pretty good in terms of the immediate future for about six months. ■



How do you see the competition from IndiGo and SpiceJet that have plans to operate low-cost, long-haul flights?



How have finances been in the first six months?



Finances are challenging because my debt burden is huge. Monsoon season is not a tourist heavy time but now we are getting into the festive season, so we are hoping that September and October figures will be better than July and August. ■



You had floated a tender for short-term loans for ₹3,000 crore recently. What would that be used for? Do you need more?



Yes, we need more loans to cover our losses. The government has come forward to guarantee these loans. That is why we floated the request for proposal. We hope to pay off our dues to various oil companies and the airport authorities. (The correspondent is in Copenhagen at the invitation of Air India) ■



I think we are fortunate that along with Air India, we have Alliance Air that operates smaller aircraft feeding into my destinations. I also have Air India Express that runs on a low-cost model. I think we will be able to take on the low cost carriers (LCCs) in the international sector through Air India Ex-



■
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Hurricane Hardik and vintage Dhoni delight



We lost the plot: Smith



In a chase reduced to 21 overs after a drizzle-induced delay, Australia falls short by 26 runs



It was a game in which Australia started well, but was beaten rather comprehensively. Skipper Steve Smith said he would have preferred to play the full 50 overs. “I think 160 with one new ball would have made things a lot easier.” James Faulkner, who was returning to international cricket, looked out of sorts — he tried too many variations but missed his lengths. Smith explained that, in search of wickets, he had to use Nathan Coulter-Nile and Patrick Cummins earlier, which meant having to use Faulkner at the end. “Yeah, I think we probably went away from our plans a little bit. We were hitting such a good length but later we were trying too many things, too many slower balls.” With Jasprit Bumrah, Hardik Pandya and Kuldeep Yadav taking out the first four wickets, the Aussies were under the pump before a Maxwell cameo gave them some hope. But leg-spinner Yuzvendra Chahal rose to the challenge and got the dangerous batsman. “As the wicket assisted spin, we thought of spinning him out. We couldn’t play defensive. We had to change our lines and the idea was to bowl well outside off,” Chahal said. When asked about Smith’s contention that the two new balls helped the Indian bowlers, Chahal retorted: “A 21-over game was advantageous to Australia. But the advantage we had was the wicket was helping spin and our bowlers bowled really well. “If they had won, they would have said it was a plus point. Our minus point was that we had to bowl 10 overs each with new balls.”



in 116 deliveries with Hardik for the sixth wicket and then 72 in 54 balls with a pugnacious Bhuvneshwar Kumar for the seventh. The former India captain, cutting loose towards the end, launched into left-arm seamer James Faulkner, a cover-driven six on-the-walk being a top shot. Those old memories at Chepauk came gushing back.



S. Dinakar Chennai



The fearless aggression of youth combined with experience and equanimity as Hardik Pandya and M.S. Dhoni got India out of a mess. Then, the bowlers were on target when Australia, its chase reduced to a 21-over bash, came out to bat. The host was home and dry by 26 runs in the first ODI at the M.A. Chidambaram Stadium here on Sunday. In the afternoon, India rallied from 11 for three to 281 for seven. It was an innings of several shades for the home side; first darkness, then light. A continual drizzle delayed the Australian response by 122 minutes. When play got underway



again, the Aussie target was revised to 164 from 126 balls. Jasprit Bumrah made short work of debutant Hilton Cartwright with his quick-arm action. After his batting heroics, Hardik bowled with some pace and venom, snaffling key man Steve Smith on the pull; Bumrah held a sensational catch running with his back to the ball from short fine leg. And the two wrist spinners, left-armer Kuldeep Yadav and leggie Yuzvendra Chahal delighted. Kuldeep got the ball to turn, skid and



S. Dipak Ragav Chennai



Out of the park: Hardik Pandya pulverised the Australian attack to swing the contest India’s way. V. GANESAN *



straighten, took out the dangerous David Warner on the cut. Chahal made his deliveries to hiss and spin, mixing his leg-spinners with googlies. He scalped a rampant Glenn Maxwell — the Aussie had bludgeoned Kuldeep for three successive



sixes — by sending a leg-spinner deliberately wider. Dhoni’s fast glovework lifted the spin duo. There were no comebacks for Australia. Earlier, the chance appeared and disappeared in a hurry for Australia. Hardik, on 13, nicked Nathan CoulterNile and skipper Smith re-



acted late to a sharp offering at slip. India was 110 for five then. Hardik, subsequently, tore into the bowling for a 66-ball 83. The lapse marked a turning point. Dhoni played an innings of craft and heart. He absorbed the stress, rebuilt the innings around him; Dhoni added 118



Eye of a tiger The tall, loose-limbed Hardik has the eye of a tiger and has this ability to clear the ground with ease. The allrounder can inflict plenty of damage with his bat-speed and reach, has freshness and freedom in his approach. Adam Zampa learnt this the hard way. In an explosive sequence, Hardik smashed the leg-spinner for 4,6,6,6 with a towering straight hit being the pick. There was movement and bounce for the Aussie pacemen early on after India elected to bat under a cloudcover. Pat Cummins and Nathan Coulter-Nile bowled tight, built pressure. The duo combined control with velocity; India seemed powerless in the first PowerPlay. The tall Coulter-Nile, whose long delivery stride means he doesn’t quite deliver with a high arm, sucked the batsmen into his trap by swinging the odd delivery outside off and testing footwork. Ajinkya Rahane, Virat Kohli and Manish Pandey perished to Coulter-Nile playing away from the body. Maxwell leapt high at backward point to pluck the ball off Kohli’s blade, one-handed. Rohit Sharma and a fluent Kedar Jadhav did some damage control before falling to short-pitched deliveries from seamer Marcus Stonis. He pulled his weight as a support seamer but Australia missed a third specialist paceman.



Lagrave gets past Svidler



Sindhu outsmarts Okuhara to triumph She exacts revenge for Worlds loss to claim her third Super Series crown



Panthers back to winning ways The Jaipur team convincingly puts it across Dabang Delhi



Sports Bureau Agencies SEOUL



India’s Olympic and World silver medallist shuttler P.V. Sindhu exacted sweet revenge of her World Championship heart-break as she defeated Nozomi Okuhara of Japan 22-20, 11-21, 20-18 to clinch the women’s singles title at the Korea Open Super Series here on Saturday. It was the 22-year-old’s third Super Series title of her career. Sindhu started the final brightly, holding a 5-2 lead early. Okuhara equalised at the seven-point mark. Sindhu, however, held a twopoint lead at the mid-game break. Then the lead changed hands and it became 20-18 before the Indian clinched the first game 22-20. In the second game, Okuhara opened up an 11-6 lead and easily won 21-11. In the decider, a 18-14 lead



CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



Tbilisi (Georgia)



2017: 32 played; 25 won; 7 lost Current ranking: 4; Best ranking: 2 (April 6, 2017). Super Series titles: 3 (2017: India Open and Korea Open; 2016: China Open). CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



Frenchman Maxime Vachier-Lagrave ended Peter Svidler’s resistance in the second rapid game to post a 2.5-1.5 victory in their quarterfinal clash in World Cup chess here on Sunday. Lagrave won with black pieces in 34 moves after the first rapid game tie-break game ended in a draw. Svidler’s defeat also ended Russia’s challenge in the premier event.



seemed to be healthy for Sindhu but a feisty Okuhara managed to save two match points. But Sindhu remained calm and composed to seal a 21-18 win.



The result: Quarterfinal: Maxime VachierLagrave (Fra) bt Peter Svidler (Rus) 2.5-1.5. Semifinal line-up: Levon Aronian (Arm) v Maxime Vachier-Lagrave; Wesley So (USA) v Ding Liren (Chn).



Meanwhile, unseeded Indonesian Anthony Sinisuka Ginting defeated compatriot Jonatan Christie 21-13, 19-21, 22-20 for the men’s title in an hour and eight minutes to clinch the men’s title. The results (finals): Women: P.V. Sindhu bt Nozomi Okuhara (Jpn) 22-20, 11-21, 20-18. Men: Anthony Sinisuka Ginting (Ina) bt Jonatan Christie (Ina) 21-13, 19-21, 22-20.



Ronaldinho dazzles Yess! P.V. Sindhu was all �red up as she produced her A-game to best World champion Nozomi Okuhara on Sunday. AP *



V.V. Subrahmanyam HYDERABAD



The smiles were back for P.V. Sindhu as she avenged the loss in last month’s



World Championship final to Nozomi Okuhara by claiming the Korea Open title on Sunday. “Honestly, the thoughts



were never on those lines — it is a revenge match, I should win. I just wanted to be patient and control the pace of the game,” said a delighted Sindhu in a chat with The Hindu. “It is nice to know that I am the first Indian to win the Korean Open and wish to get many more firsts,” said the 22-year-old. “I was prepared for another long battle and it was more or less like the Worlds final. Close, intense and it again boiled down to those two final points,” Sindhu said. “I just told myself to win those big points, having come close, and I am glad that I pulled it off.” Sindhu believed fans have started billing her contests against Okuhara very high. “Yes, earlier it was Sindhu vs Marin (Carolina). Now, it is me and Okuhara. But again, at the highest level, there is no difference between the big guns. You have to be at



your best on any given day to be the winner,” she reiterated. Asked whether she was tense before the final, Sindhu said: “I don’t think there was any kind of pressure because of the expectations and the huge crowd support, too. I was determined to win. “It is always important to win a major final against someone like Okuhara who is a World champion after all! Frankly, there was nothing like a ‘change in strategy’ for this final. I just wanted to stay focused, knew it would be another tough match and also that patience would be key in such an intense struggle,” she said. “There is very little time to celebrate as I next fly off to Japan Open where I meet Mitani in the first round and then possibly Okuhara again. I am excited with our rivalry and hope to keep winning,” said Sindhu.



Sports Bureau RANCHI



Jaipur Pink Panthers returned to winning ways, convincingly defeating Dabang Delhi 36-25 in a Zone-A match of the ProKabaddi League here at Harivansh Tana Bhagat Indoor Stadium, Ranchi on Sunday. In a match between the two bottom-placed team, Panthers produced a balanced show with good performances in both attack and defence. Led by Manjit Chillar and Sidharth in the defence, Panthers blunted Delhi’s attacks and forged ahead with Nitin Rawal and Pawan Kumar bringing home the



The two Iranian attackers, Abolfazl Maghsodlou and Meraj Sheykh, fetched some successful raid points in the second half where Delhi collected 16 but that was not enough.



Panthers fifth Pink Panthers tallied 36 points from 11 matches to remain in the fifth spot, while Dabang Delhi continued at the bottom with 28 points from 12 matches. The results: Jaipur Pink Panthers 36 (Pawan Kumar 6, Sidharth 6, Nitin Rawal 6) bt Dabang Delhi 25 (Abolfazl Maghsodlou 6, Meraj Sheykh 4); Patna Pirates 37 (Pardeep Narwal 13, Monu Goyat 11) drew with Bengal Warriors 37 (Maninder Singh 15, Deepak Narwal 10).



Luiz sent o� in Arsenal stalemate



Delhi Dragons’ Ronaldinho did not waste time to get the crowd behind him at the NSCI Dome by opening his account in the second minute against Chennai Singhams in the Premier Futsal league on Sunday. It was his fifth goal in the five-a-side league; he knocked in one more as his team handed a 4-2 defeat to the Chennai side that led 2-1 in the second quarter. It was Singhams’ second defeat in the league. Things began to look encouraging for the Singhams when Hernan Crespo levelled in the fourth minute. After the first break, Angel Claudino increased the tally. Nicolos Rolon and Diego Costa got into the act by scoring the second and fourth goals as Dragons registered a resounding second win in as many matches. In an action-packed match, Ryan Giggs’ Mumbai Warriors beat Kerala Cobras 6-4 with Tairon Petchtiam and Chanpreet Singh scoring the last two goals. Cobras’ Raphael Mathias scored a hat-trick.



Dybala hat-trick helps Juventus maintain perfect record EURO LEAGUES Agence France-Presse London



Chelsea defender David Luiz was sent off for an ugly foul on Sead Kolasinac as Arsenal finally emerged unscathed from a trip to Chelsea with a 0-0 draw against the champion on Sunday. The Brazilian saw red in the closing minutes at Stamford Bridge and he could have no complaints about his dismissal after lunging into a crude two-footed challenge on Arsenal defender Kolasinac. “We have great respect for officials, but it is strange to finish a third game in a row against Arsenal with 10 men,” Chelsea boss Antonio Conte said. In Serie A, a Paulo Dybala hat-trick lifted Juventus back to the summit of Serie A alongside Inter Milan with a 3-1 victory at Sassuolo. The results: Premier League: Chelsea 0 drew with Arsenal 0; Manchester United 4 (Valencia 4, Mkhitaryan 83, Lukaku 89, Martial 90+1-pen) bt Everton 0. Bundesliga: Hoffenheim 1



https://t.me/yk_info



CM YK



points with a series of successful raids. The two teams went neck to neck for the greater part of the first half before a super raid by Rawal helped Panthers open up a six-point lead (14-8) by the 15th minute. Making his second raid of the match, Rawal snared all the three remaining men of Dabang Delhi to inflict an ‘all-out’ and picked up two additional points for it to make it a total of five points in one raid. Pathres opened up a ninepoint lead (18-9) at the half time and never looked back. Dabang tried to make a comeback but found the opponent overshadowing it with better efforts.



Special Correspondent Mumbai



‘I wanted to be patient and control pace’



PKL



All routes closed: David Luiz was kept silent during Chelsea corners as he was tightly marked by the Arsenal defence. AP *



(Wagner 6) drew with Hertha Berlin 1 (Esswein 55); Bayer Leverkusen 4 (Volland 21, 34, Aranguiz 29, Brandt 86) bt Freiburg 0. La Liga: Alaves 0 lost to Villareal 3 (Bakambu 32, 62, Bacca 52). Serie A: Sassuolo 1 (Politano 51) lost to Juventus 3 (Dybala 16, 49, 63); AC Milan 2 (Kalinic 22, 31) bt Udinese 1 (Lasagna 28); Napoli 6 (Allan 3, Insigne 15, Mertens 27, 65-pen, 90-pen, Callejon 32) bt Benevento 0; Torino 2 (Baselli 13, Belotti 15) drew with Sampdoria 2 (Zapata 1, Quagliarella 34); SPAL 0 lost



to Cagliari 2 (Barella 17, Joao Pedro 68). On Saturday: Premier League: Tottenham 0 drew with Swansea 0. La Liga: Real Betis 2 (Joaquin 14, 76) bt Deportivo la Coruna 1 (Cartabia 23); Atletico Madrid 1 (Griezmann 61) bt Malaga 0. Bundesliga: RB Leipzig 2 (Werner 17, Augustin 31) drew with Borussia Monchengladbach 2 (Hazard 25-pen, Stindl 61). Serie A: Fiorentina 2 (Chiesa 51, Pezzella 69) Bologna 1 (Palacio 52); Roma 3 (Nainggolan 22, Dzeko 33, 61) bt Verona 0. M ND-NDE
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IN BRIEF



Shaheen hits back



Book on Indian football launched Special Correspondent New Delhi



Nepal boys hammer Ahmedabad side in another game SUBROTO CUP SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT



Australia’s Bob Holland passes away SYDNEY



Australian Test leg-spinner Bob ‘Dutchy’ Holland has died following a battle with brain cancer, aged 70, his family said on Sunday. Holland, who made his Test debut in 1984 at the age of 38, appeared in 11 Tests, taking 34 wickets, and in 95 First Class matches, most of them for New South Wales, and was still playing state cricket into his forties. AFP



Sanave-Rupesh duo clinches gold KOCHI



India celebrated a rich haul of 21 medals at the Manorama BWF World senior badminton championship here on Sunday, but there was only one gold through Sanave Thomas and Rupesh Kumar in the above-35 men’s doubles category. The two beat V. Diju and J.B.S. Vidyadhar.



Indian squad for shooting World Cup Finals NEW DELHI



As many as 10 Indian shooters have made the cut for the World Cup Final in pistol, rifle and shotgun, to be hosted at the Dr. Karni Singh Range here from October 24 to 29. The Indian team: Ravi Kumar (air rifle), Jitu Rai (air pistol, free pistol, mixed air pistol), Amanpreet Singh (free pistol), Shapath Bharadwaj, Sangram Dahiya, Ankur Mittal (all double-trap), Pooja Ghatkar (air rifle), Deepak Kumar, Meghana Sajjanar (mixed air rifle) and Heena Sidhu (mixed air pistol).



Chamara Silva banned for two years COLOMBO



Former Sri Lanka player Chamara Silva, who led Panadura CC, has been banned for two years from playing, coaching and administrating after misconduct during a domestic match, SLC announced on Sunday. AGENCIES



Selvaraj bags Indian Open title Special Correspondent Chennai



Radha Selvaraj of Chennai won the Indian Open title at the MMSC FMSCI Indian National drag racing championship here. The champions in various other categories were declared based on the points accrued after the second round held last month. The results (Provisional): Indian Open: 1. Sidharth Sinh Jhala (Zen) 13.450s; 2. Radha Selvaraj (Esteem) 13.744; 3. Vidya Prakash (Zen) 14.165. Champion: Radha Selvaraj (43 points). Indian Touring Cars: 1. Biren Pithawalla (Esteem) 15.315; 2. B Vijayakumar (Esteem) 15.586; 3. Sivaramakrishnan (Esteem) 15.878. Champion: Sivaramakrishnan (58 points).



NEW DELHI



Shaheen School (Dhaka) overcame its huge loss a day earlier to bounce back and register a thumping 6-1 win against Coast Guard Public School (Daman & Diu), while Sainik Awasiya Mahavidyalaya (Nepal) beat Hiramani HSS (Ahmedabad) 5-1 on a day of big margins in the under-17 boys’ competition of the 58th Subroto Cup football tournament on Sunday. Both sides began tentatively, trying to gauge the opposition, before the Bangladesh side went on the attack. Shafiqul Islam opened the scoring in the 14th minute and soon doubled the lead. Shafikat and Mynul scored two each to round off the tally. In the evening session, Uttam Shahi’s hat-trick — in as many minutes — capped Nepal’s dominant performance against the Ahmedabad



Ready to strike: There was action aplenty in the match between Bangladesh’s Krida Shiksha Protishthan and Govt. SSS (Sikkim) before the former won 1-0. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



team. Elsewhere, Y. Kishan struck four successive goals as Afros HSS (Manipur) blanked Air Force Bal Bharti School (Delhi) 6-0. The results: Shaheen School (Dhaka) 6 (Safiqul Islam 2, Safikat 2, Mynul 2) bt Coast Guard Pubic School (Daman & Diu) 1 (Jitesh); Bangladesh Krida Shiksha Protishtan (Dhaka) 1 (Amit Hasan) bt Govt. SSS (Sikkim) 0; H. Elias HSS (Shillong) 8



(Iakemian 2, Freestar, N. Mahesh, Kongsai, Balskhemlang, Rapbor Lang, Remark) bt Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya (Manipur) 1 (Letmingou). Sainik Awasiya Mahavidyalaya, Nepal 5 (Uttam Shahi 3, Aadit Gurung 2) bt Hiramani HSS (Ahmedabad) 1 (Sanjay Tripathi); Afros HSS (Imphal) 6 (Y. Kishan 4, H. Prme, Lucky) bt Air Force Bal Bharti School (Delhi) 0; Govt. Bazar HS (Mizoram) 2 (Joseph, Vanlalnghakip) bt Kijidah HSS (Assam) 0.



VSA boys take the honours Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



Senior Secondary VSA School had an easy outing in the final of the fifth under-15 Nehru-Dhyan Chand Cup for Delhi school boys’ hockey tournament, winning the title 3-1 against Shaheed Bishan Singh Memorial School, at the National Stadium on Sunday. Sahil opened the scoring for the winner in the sixth minute of the game through a penalty corner conversion with the Khera Garhi team content defending its slim margin till half time. Post break, the opposition attacked with renewed vigour and Lal Singh levelled in the 41st minute of the match. That prompted VSA to renew its scoring attempts, creating chances aplenty up-



Good encounter: Action from the �nal of the 5th Nehru-Dhyan Chand Cup. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



front. Nishant restored the lead in the 51st minute before Gaurav completed the tally nine minutes from time even as the losing side tried to score but was unable to find space past a tight VSA defence. A lone girls’ match between Sarvodaya Kanya



Vidyalaya, Ranikhera and Kendriya Vidyalaya, Keshavpuram saw the former ride on braces from Sana and Sanju to win 5-2. The result (final): VSA SSS (Khera Garhi) 3 (Sahil, Nishant, Gaurav) bt Shaheed Bishan Singh Memorial School (Manasarovar Garden) 1 (Lal Singh).



RACING



Exclusive Wind triumphs HYDERABAD: Exclusive Wind (K. Mukesh Kumar up) won the Chief Minister’s Cup (1,600m), the chief event of the races held here on Sunday. The winner is owned by Mr. G. Narasa Reddy and trained by Anupam Sharma.



1



SWAMY RAMANANDA TIRTHA PLATE (Div. I), (1,400m), maiden 3-y-o only (Cat. II), (Terms): SEVEN ELEVEN (K. Mukesh Kumar) 1, Be Sure (Akshay Kumar) 2, Turf Legend (B.R. Kumar) 3, Escobar (Deepak Singh) 4. Not run: Reunion. 2-3/4, 2-1/2 and 5-1/4. 1m, 27.19s. ₹8 (w), 5, 5, 9 (p). FP: 15. Q: 9. SHP: 15. Tanala: 67. Favourite: Seven Eleven. Owner & trainer: Mr. Anupam Sharma.
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SWAMY RAMANANDA TIRTHA PLATE (Div. II), (1,400m), maiden 3-y-o (Cat. II), (Terms): HOPE IS ETERNAL (Hannam) 1, Exclusive Striker (K. Mukesh Kumar) 2, The Man In Black (Koushik) 3, City Of Sails (Sai Kumar) 4. All ran. 2-1/2, 3-3/4 and 3/4. 1m, 26.99s. ₹7 (w), 6,5 and 16 (p). FP: 11. Q: 8. SHP: 10. Tanala: 172. Favourite: Hope Is Eternal. Owner: Mr. Aditya P. Thackrersey. Trainer: L.V.R. Deshmukh.
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HOVERCRAFT PLATE (Div. I), (1,200m), 4-y-o & over, rated upto 30, (Cat. III): SUNDAY CARNIVAL (Akshay Kumar) 1, Sweet Story (Nakhat Singh) 2, Cashel (Kunal Bunde) 3, Time Is Luck (Rafique Sk.) 4. All ran. 2-3/4, Nk. and 1-1/2. 1m ,15.39s. ₹56 (w), 10, 5 and 7 (p). FP: 127. Q: 48. SHP: 14. Tanala: 409. Favourite: Sweet Story. Owners: Messrs Munawar Hussain & Mirza Ayub Baig. Trainer: S.S.F. Hassan.



4



DYNAMIC DANCER CUP (1,400m), 4-y-o & over, rated 26 to 46 (Cat. III): SURPRISE PARTY (Nakhat Singh) 1, Scooby Dooby Doo (Ajit Singh) 2, Ikigai (Rafique Sk.) 3, Chinese Thought (K. Sai Kiran) 4. All ran. 3-1/2, 1-3/4 and 1. 1m, 27.58s. ₹10 (w), 5,8 and 8 (p). FP: 26. Q: 17. SHP: 14. Tanala: 181. Favourite: Surprise Party. Owner: Mr. M.A.M.Ramaswamy Chettiar of Chettinad Charitable Trust rep. by Mr. A.C. Muthiah.



5



CHIEF MINISTER’S CUP (1,600m), 3-y-o & over (Terms): EXCLUSIVE WIND (K. Mukesh Kumar) 1, Mr. Baahubali (Hannam) 2, Vijay Viraaj (P. Gaddam) 3, Time For Fun (Akshay Kumar) 4. All ran. 1/2, nk. and 6-1/4. 1m, 39.69s. ₹13 (w), 5 and 7 (p). FP: 63. Q: 30.



Tanala: Nil. Favourite: Vijay Viraaj. Owner: Mr. G. Narasa Reddy. Trainer: Anupam Sharma.
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TOTARAM’S CUP (1,200m), 3y-o & over, rated 58 to 78 (Cat. II): AMOROUS WHITE (Hannam) 1, Without Makeup (Rafique Sk.) 2, Chase Your Dreams (Kuldeep Singh) 3, Dream Vision (Deepak Singh) 4. All ran. 3/4, hd. and 1. 1m, 12.40s. ₹13 (w), 7,9 and 6 (p). FP: 227. Q: 117. SHP: 23. Tanala: 362. Favourite: Chase Your Dreams. Owner: Mr. M.P. Ananta Vatsalya. Trainer: Laxman Singh.
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HOVERCRAFT PLATE (Div. II), (1,200m), 4-y-o & over, rated upto 30 (Cat. III): GOLDEN JOY (Akshay Kumar) 1, Divine Heights (Rafique Sk.) 2, In Command (A.A. Vikrant) 3, Invasion (P. Gaddam) 4. All ran. 1-3/4, hd. and 1-1/4. 1m, 15s. ₹9, 6,7 and 10 (p). FP: 26. Q: 21. SHP: 18. Tanala: 130. Favourite: Golden Joy. Owners:Mr. Mukesh Gupta, Mrs. Surekha Gupta and Mr. Sunil Kumar Sethi: Trainer: A. Vatsalya. Treble: (i): ₹207 (124 tkts.); (ii): 147 (349 tkts.) Jackpot: 70%: ₹7126 (22 tkts.) and 30%: ₹1292 (52 tkts.)



It was an evening of football nostalgia and anecdotes. Launched aptly at the Chittaranjan Bhawan in the heart of CR Park, football commentator Novy Kapadia’s Barefoot To Boots: The Many Lives Of Indian Football was welcomed by a horde of enthusiasts who grew up following the game at the Delhi Gate Stadium, now named after Ambedkar. The book, published by Penguin, is only the second on Indian football after Jaydeep Basu’s Stories From Indian Football, published in 2003. The tone for the lively event was set by Mihir Basu singing the iconic Manna Dey song Sab Khelar Sera Banaglir Tumi Football. Compeered by TV anchor Digvijay Singh Deo and author Arunava Sinha, the book is a tribute to the famous and the little known characters who contributed to the rich legacy of Indian football. The hall echoed to laughter as some in the audi-



Sports Bureau HOKKAIDO



Nostalgia time: Former footballers Sushanto Roy, Prodip Ganguly, and Subhashis Dutta along with author Novy Kapadia, second from right, at the book launch. VIJAY LOKAPALLY *



ence indulged in banter surrounding the rivalry between East Bengal and Mohun Bagan. Kapadia regaled the gathering by taking them down memory lane when October to January in Delhi was “football time.” “Those days the President of India would entertain the finalists of the Durand Cup at his residence. Something unthinkable now,” said Kapadia. He also recalled the days when football fans at Delhi Gate would vie to cleanse Chuni Goswami’s boots. “It



was considered a privilege when some footballer would ask you to clean his boots,” he said. On a sombre note, Kapadia lamented the decline of football standards in the country from the highs of the 1960s and 70s. “It was the golden age of Indian football. Today, we have a private league which does not feature East Bengal and Mohun Bagan. There can’t be a greater travesty to watch a league without the two giants of Indian football,” said Kapadia.



West Indies wins one-o� T20 Reuters Chester-le-Street (Durham)



West Indies beat England by 21 runs in the sole T20 match on Saturday. Led by openers Chris Gayle (40) and Evin Lewis (51), West Indies got off to a quickfire start and was 106 for one midway through its innings before Liam Plunkett and Adil Rashid took three wickets apiece to restrict the tourists to 176 for nine. In response Alex Hales struck 43 as England started strongly, but it fell to 68 for four. Jos Buttler (30) looked to get England back on track but fell to Kesrick Williams, and England was bowled out for 155.



SCOREBOARD



WEST INDIES VS ENGLAND, T20I



West Indies: C. Gayle run out 40, E. Lewis c Root b Plunkett 51, M. Samuels c Root b Plunkett 10, C. Walton c Willey b Rashid 13, K. Pollard c Curran b Plunkett 6, R. Powell c Jordan b Curran 28, C. Brathwaite b Rashid 2, S. Narine lbw b Rashid 2, A. Nurse (not out) 13, J. Taylor lbw b Jordan 1, K. Williams (not out) 2; Extras (lb-1, w-7): 8; Total (for nine wkts. in 20 overs): 176 Fall of wickets: 1-77, 2-106, 3115, 4-123, 5-127, 6-138, 7-142, 8-165, 9-167. England bowling: Willey 2-020-0, Root 2-0-11-0, Curran 40-46-1, Jordan 4-0-46-1, Plunkett 4-0-27-3, Rashid 4-0-25-3. England: J. Roy c Lewis b Taylor 0, A. Hales b Brathwaite 43, J.



Root c Brathwaite b Nurse 17, E. Morgan c Lewis b Narine 2, J. Buttler c Powell b Williams 30, J. Bairstow c (sub) Mohammed b Brathwaite 27, A. Rashid c Walton b Williams 1, D. Willey st. Walton b Narine 1, L. Plunkett b Brathwaite 18, C. Jordan c Powell b Williams 6, T. Curran (not out) 1; Extras (lb-5, w-4): 9; Total (in 19.3 overs): 155. Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-64, 366, 4 -68, 5-118, 6-124, 7-127, 8-129, 9-148. West Indies bowling: Taylor 30-40-1, Williams 4-0-35-3, Brathwaite 3.3-0-20-3, Narine 4-0-15-2, Nurse 3-0-23-1, Pollard 2-0-17-0. Man-of-the-match: Sunil Narine Toss: England West Indies won by 21 runs



Kalinda expected to score HYDERABAD: Kalinda may score in the Raja Mehboob Karan Memorial Cup (1,400m), the main event of the races to be held here on Monday (Sept. 18). There will be no false rails. MALVADO PLATE (Div. I), (1,200m), maiden 3-y-o only (Cat. II), (Terms), 2-00 p.m.: 1. Aerofoil (4) Sai Kumar 56, 2. Reach The Heights (2) S. Sreekant 56, 3. Thundering (3) Hannam 56, 4. Wannawin (5) A. Sandesh 56, 5. Cymbal (9) Aneel 54.5, 6. Flowersfromabrook (6) C. Umesh 54.5, 7. Platinum Claasz (7) C. Deepak 54.5, 8. Rose Petal (10) G. Naresh 54.5, 9. Royal Green (8) Akshay Kumar 54.5 and 10. Takisha (1) Kuldeep Singh 54.5. 1. TAKISHA, 2. ROYAL GREEN, 3. THUNDERING. MALVADO PLATE (Div. II), (1,200m), maiden 3-y-o only (Cat. II), (Terms), 2-35: 1. Indian Knight (3) S. Sreekant 56, 2. Starlight (2) N. Rawal 56, 3. Turf Legend (5) Deepak Singh 56, 4. Apowerx (6) G. Naresh 54.5, 5. Fabulous Art (10) C. Umesh 54.5, 6. Good Strike (9) K. Mukesh Kumar 54.5, 7. Jasmine Garden (8) Kunal Bunde 54.5, 8. Limousine (7) A. Sandesh 54.5, 9. Snow Castle (1) Akshay Kumar 54.5 and 10. Soaring Sensex (4) Hannam 54.5. 1. SOARING SENSEX, 2. LIMOUSINE, 3. GOOD STRIKE. BALLO PLATE (2,200m), 4-y-o & over, rated 26 to 46 (Cat. III),



1



2



3



Gill claims Rally of Hokkaido



3-10: 1. Brilliant (4) Rafique Sk. 60, 2. Penumatcha's Pride (5) Koushik 59, 3. Dhool Ka Phool (3) Kuldeep Singh 57.5, 4. Valee Tiger (8) Akshay Kumar 56, 5. Royal Hero (7) Ajit Singh 55.5, 6. Shivalik Arrow (2) K. Mukesh Kumar 55.5, 7. Bullish Approach (1) Aneel 54 and 8. Blaze Of Glory (6) Ajeeth Kumar 52. 1. BULLISH APPROACH, 2. VALEE TIGER, 3. DHOOL KA PHOOL.
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KARIMNAGAR PLATE (1,200m), 3-y-o & over, rated 42 to 62 (Cat. II), 3-40: 1. Blue Eyed Babe (3) Ajeeth Kumar 60, 2. Vallee Sceptre (5) Kuldeep Singh 57.5, 3. Princess Hina (2) B. R. Kumar 57, 4. Celtic Queen (6) Sai Kumar 56.5, 5. Royal Dynamite (7) Shailesh 56, 6. Negress Pearl (4) Akshay Kumar 55.5, 7. Ruby's Gift (8) N. Rawal 55.5 and 8. Pentagon (1) G. Naresh 54.5. 1. NEGRESS PEARL, 2. ROYAL DYNAMITE, 3. PENTAGON.
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HYDERABAD VETERINARY COLLEGE DIAMOND JUBILEE CUP (1,200m), 3-y-o & over, rated 26 to 46 (Cat. III), 4-10: 1. On The Fire (5) Rafique Sk. 60, 2. Vancouver (7) A. Sandesh 60, 3. Raja Hindustani (8) Ajit Singh 59.5, 4. Ashka Ashka Ashka (9) Aneel 58, 5. Agilis (1) Hannam 57.5, 6. News O' Star (4) Kuldeep Singh 57.5, 7. Raajneeti (3) Gopal Singh 57, 8. Gladstone (2) Kunal Bunde 56.5 and 9. Patron Saint (6) B. Dileep 56.5. 1. RAJA HINDUSTANI, 2. ASHKA



ASHKA ASHKA, 3. VANCOUVER.
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RAJA MEHBOOB KARAN MEMORIAL CUP (1,400m), 5-y-o & over, rated 42 to 62 (Cat. II), 4-45: 1. Valerian Steel (10) Akshay Kumar 60, 2. Atlas Star (2) B. Dileep 59, 3. Kalinda (4) Deepak Singh 59, 4. Gayle Force (3) Shailesh 58, 5. Little Smart Heart (5) Kuldeep Singh 58, 6. Wonder Eye (8) Md. Sameeruddin 57, 7. Columbus (6) C. P. Bopanna 56, 8. Island Bird (7) Sai Kumar 54.5, 9. Torremolinos (9) Rafique Sk. 54.5 and 10. Strengthandbeauty (1) N. Rawal 54. 1. KALINDA, 2. STRENGTHANDBEAUTY, 3. GAYLE FORCE.
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ROYAL TERN PLATE (1,100m), maiden 3-y-o & over, rated upto 30 (whips are not permitted in this race), (Cat. III), 5-20: 1. Heaven Can Wait (3) A. S. Pawar 60, 2. Own Battle (6) B. Dileep 59.5, 3. Golden Aliza (10) Sai Kumar 59, 4. Vallee Peaks (2) A. A. Vikrant 59, 5. Star Glow (4) N. Rawal 58, 6. Kohinoor Lucy (8) Akshay Kumar 57, 7. Super Grey (7) Kuldeep Singh 57, 8. Cannon Fury (9) Rafique Sk. 53.5, 9. Pride And Joy (5) Kunal Bunde 51 and 10. Yes Baby (1) Deepak Singh 51. 1. SUPER GREY, 2. VALLEE PEAKS, 3. HEAVEN CAN WAIT. Day's best: TAKISHA Double: SOARING SENSEX - SUPER GREY Jkt: 3, 4, 5, 6 & 7; Tr (i): 2, 3 & 4; (ii): 5, 6 & 7; Tla: all races.



India’s Gaurav Gill (codriver Stephane Prevot of Belgium) won the 2017 Rally of Hokkaido in his MRF Team Skoda and moved into the lead of the FIA Asia Pacific Rally Championship points, ahead of the final round in India late November. There was high drama on the first morning when four of Gill’s main rivals retired on Stage 3, including his MRF team-mate Ole Christian Veiby from Norway. Gill, though, completed both days with no problems. Behind, it was Mpart’s Robert Blomberg (codriver Lars Andersson) in the Mitsubishi Mirage. Third in the APRC class went to Fuyuhiko Takahashi (co-driver Mitsuo Nakamura) in the Subaru Impreza.



Narendran wins Special Correspondent CHENNAI



Coimbatore-based Arjun Narendran (Red Rooster Performance) chalked up his fifth win-in-a-row and clinched the title in the premier Indian Touring Cars class at the MMRT track on Sunday as the curtains came down on the fifth and final round of the MRF MMSC FMSCI Indian National Championship. The results (Provisional winners - all 8 laps): MRF F1600: Race 2: Sandeep Kumar 13:39.835s. Indian Touring Cars: Race 2: Arjun Narendran (Red Rooster) 15:38.832. Indian Junior Touring Cars: Race 2: Mikhail Merchant (Game Over) 18:26.442. Race 3: Merchant 17:20.042. Super Stock: Race 2: Varun V. Anekar (Race Concepts) 17:52.629. Race 3: R.P. Rajarajan (Performance) 16:33.909. Esteem Cup: Race 2: Ananth Pithawalla (N1) 17:38.690. Race 3: Sankaran 16:11.451. Volkswagen Ameo Cup: Race 2: Karminder Pal Singh 16:14. 396. Race 3: Anning Sun 15:29.336.



Soniya picks up 48kg gold Press Trust of India ISTANBUL



India signed off with a haul of one gold, four silver, and three bronze medals at the Ahmet Comert boxing championships for youth women boxers here. Soniya (48kg) gave India the lone gold by defeating Kazakhstan’s Zhazira Urakabeva in the summit clash. Other medallists: Silver: Niharika Gonella (75kg), Shashi Chopra (57kg), Parveen (54kg), Ankushita Boro (64kg). Bronze: Tilotama Chanu (60kg), Jyoti Gulia (48kg), Lalita (64kg) and Manisha (69kg).
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THE HINDU CROSSWORD 12115



(set by KrisKross)



12 Opening cold port (5) 13 Alert everyone about weapon — live and loaded, primarily (5,4) 14 Light breakfast dish, including a bit of eggplant (6) 16 Escape from criminal so naive (7) 19 Stiff test? (7) 21 Smart doctor with pretty girl (6)



FAITH



SUDOKU



Wealth to be sought



3 Couple of soldiers reaching Titanic (5) 4 Go without a black mark (7) 6 Like a CEO, chap’s starting to despair after salary's reduced (2,7) 7 Egg-shaped/round container, close to stove (5) 8 Wanting to catch freshman for ragging (8) 11 Healthy food court (4)



23 Former girlfriend hung around, switching partners, becoming tired (9) 25 Arrest tramp in cheap housing (5)



CM YK



27 Close a bar inside, before it's too late (8)



1 Knockabout: A man without a land (8)



28 Badly singed pattern (6)



5 Blue clothing is cast off (6)



29 Travelling salesmen could become bald (8)



9 Cheering a software �rm controlling USA, surprisingly (8)



■ DOWN



10 Cars wrecked near the outskirts of Pune, creating a mess (6)



17 Playing a tennis set, nearly becomes unconscious (9) 18 Brilliant chess champion came in without hesitation (8)



26 Mostly cut through unimportant stuff (6) ■ ACROSS



15 Top scientist taking over (9)



20 It is about to chase the old monster (4)



Solution to puzzle 12114



Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku



21 Mary's party ...tucked into heavenly food (7) 22 Milk product, not fully covered, essentially injurious to your health (6) 24 Showers honours (5)



https://t.me/yk_info



1 Scientist's scheme hacked midway (6)



2 Designate is again here (9)



25 Ego breaks model’s selfcon�dence (5)



The story of King Prthu is told in Srimad Bhagavatam, said P. T. Seshadri in a discourse. Lord Vishnu asked King Prthu what he wanted from the Lord. Prthu said, “Why did you tell me to ask You for a boon? Did You think I would ask for worldly joys, as other people do? Do You want to push me back into samsaric life by laying a trap for me?” Prthu, jnani that he was, knew that senses are given to a person to use in worship of the Lord. So he asked for ten thousand ears, so that he may hear the Lord’s praises being sung! Kulasekara Azhvar in his Mukunda Mala, says that the ears are intended for hearing about Him. Tirumangai Azhvar says that ears that don’t hear about His deeds and about the life of His devotees are not ears at all. Ilango Adigal in his Silappadikaram says that the tongue that does not sing of Lord Narayana is not a tongue at all. Prthu explained why the Lord gives boons to those who seek worldly pleasures. A cow that wanders far from its shed needs to be kept in check so that it doesn’t get lost. And so it is sometimes tethered. In the same way, people tend to go astray and to keep them on the right track, the Lord offers them these pleasures. But these worldly joys are temporary. Prthu knew that the Lord alone should be sought, and yet he approached the Lord humbly. This is the spirit in which we should surrender to the Lord. Even when we surrender, we must not think that it is due to our effort. We must give all credit to the Lord. He is the One who makes us give up what should be given up and to seek what must be sought. Prthu, therefore, sought the Lord. Kulasekara Azhvar says that the only wealth he wants is the Lord Himself, and here we find echoes of Prthu’s longing. M ND-NDE
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Nestor & Pospisil give Canada the lead Purav & Bopanna come up short in the doubles rubber



Lin comes of age Hamilton wins chaotic race with stunning win Vettel, Raikkonen and Verstappen crash out in Singapore Breaks a jinx by overcoming fancied old foe Fan for men’s title Amol Karhadkar AHMEDABAD



Crucial advantage: By clinching the doubles on Saturday, Daniel Nestor and Vasek Pospisil ensured that India would have to win both of Sunday’s reverse singles rubbers to make the World Group. AP *



DAVIS CUP Press Trust of India EDMONTON



India’s World Group hopes suffered a huge setback as Rohan Bopanna and Purav Raja lost the crucial doubles rubber to hand Canada a 2-1 lead in the Davis Cup playoff tie here on Saturday. Bopanna and Raja lost 7-5, 7-5, 5-7, 6-3 to Daniel Nestor and Vasek Pospisil to leave India needing to win both reverse singles to qualify for the World Group. Pospisil, at 27 the youngest on the court, made a huge difference to the outcome. He carried the home team on his shoulders as 45year-old Nestor came under pressure often. Raja was superb at the net with his deft volleying but limitations with his serve and ground strokes hurt India badly. He was broken five times in the match — twice while serving under pressure at 5-6 in the first two sets. Bopanna’s big serving game was also missing as he



served five double faults in team’s total of 12. His backhand did not fire either. “We played well enough to put ourselves in a position to control the match but we didn’t capitalise. At this level when you are playing two Wimbledon champi-



ons, if you don’t take your chances you don’t deserve to win,” said team captain Mahesh Bhupathi. The results: Canada 2 leads India 1 [Daniel Nestor & Vasek Pospisil bt Rohan Bopanna & Purav Raja 7-5, 7-5, 5-7, 6-3].



Belgium to meet France in �nal AGENCIEs BRUSSELS



Host Belgium clinched both reverse singles points to surge past Australia in the semifinals of the Davis Cup here on Sunday. David Goffin defeated Nick Kyrgios 6-7(4), 6-4, 6-4, 6-4 to level things. In the deciding fifth rubber, Steve Darcis dismissed Jordan Thompson 6-4, 7-5, 6-2 to secure Belgium’s come from behind victory. In the other semifinal



For more than a dozen years, Lin Gaoyuan was considered the next big thing from the Chinese stable of table tennis champions. However, ever since losing the World Junior Championship final to compatriot Fan Zhendong, the stylish southpaw had not won a title on the big stage. Fan has since risen to World No. 2, while Lin has had to settle in the second rung of China’s top-class paddlers. The 22-year-old Lin couldn’t have chosen a better stage than the ITTF Asian Cup final here on Sunday, incidentally against the same opponent of the 2012 final, to break the hoodoo with an emphatic victory. Riding on an aggressive strategy, Lin defeated his fancied rival Fan in an intense six-game affair 11-7, 711, 11-4, 9-11, 11-5, 11-5. Lin made a strong statement about his abilities by consistently outsmarting Fan with his powerful fore-



hand winners. “This is my first final in five years. In the Chinese National Games (recently), I lost to Fan. Hence, I had a very good mindset and didn’t have too much of burden. “ I think I performed very well today. I am very happy with my win,” said an elated Lin.



Mini-upset The women’s final also saw a mini-upset with Zhu Yuling surprising Liu Shiwen, the most successful player in Asian Cup history, in a thrilling hour-long battle that went right down to the wire 6-11, 11-9, 11-8, 10-12, 11-7, 11-13, 11-6. The results: Men: Final: Lin Gaoyuan (Chn) bt Fan Zhendong (Chn) 11-7, 7-11, 11-4, 911, 11-5, 11-5. Third place: Lee Sangsu (Kor) bt Chen Chien-An (Tpe) 11-7, 11-7, 10-12, 11-3, 12-10. Women: Final: Zhu Yuling (Chn) bt Liu Shiwen (Chn) 6-11, 11-9, 11-8, 10-12, 11-7, 11-13, 11-6. Third place: Kasumi Ishikawa (Jpn) bt Miu Hirano (Jpn) 9-11, 7-11, 11-9, 11-8, 11-3, 9-11, 11-8.



Disastrous start: Sebastian Vettel (5) and Kimi Raikkonen (7) collide at the start at the Marina Bay Street Circuit. LARS BARON/GETTY IMAGES *



Agence France-Presse Singapore



Lewis Hamilton won a chaotic and rain-hit Singapore Grand Prix on Sunday to seize control of the Formula One World championship as his title rival Sebastian Vettel crashed out on the first lap. Ferrari’s Vettel and Kimi Raikkonen, and Red Bull’s Max Verstappen all went out just after the start of the first wet race in Singapore, which saw three safety cars and finished with only 12 drivers. It all played perfectly into the hands of Mercedes driver Hamilton, who went from fifth on the grid to first and held off Red Bull’s Daniel Ricciardo to clinch



his third win in a row. With his 60th race victory and seventh this season, Hamilton — who had said he needed a “miracle” after struggling in qualifying — stands 28 points ahead of Vettel with six Grands Prix left this year. “Guys what can I say — what a turn-around today! Fantastic job with the team strategy,” Hamilton said over the radio, before leaping out of his car and hugging his engineers. Ricciardo had to settle for second, while Hamilton’s teammate Valtteri Bottas was third and Toro Rosso’s Carlos Sainz finished fourth. Some drivers had expressed concerns about vis-



ibility in the wet under floodlights, but the night race had hardly started when it lost three of the first four cars on the grid. Raikkonen ploughed into Red Bull’s Verstappen on the first corner, taking both cars out of the race and also heavily shunting Fernando Alonso’s McLaren. Pole-sitter Vettel, who had been looking to reclaim the World championship lead from Hamilton, spun further ahead and lost his front wing, a crash that also ended his race. “Obviously it sucks being on the wrong side of the track now, but that’s what it is,” Vettel shrugged after returning to the paddock.



Ericsson (Sauber) 22 laps, Daniil Kvyat (Toro Rosso) 47 laps, Fernando Alonso (McLaren) 49 laps, Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari) 57 laps, Max Verstappen (Red Bull) 57 laps, Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari) 57 laps. Fastest Lap: Lewis Hamilton,1:45.008, lap 55. Drivers’ standings: 1. Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes) 263 points, 2. Sebastian Vettel (Ferrari) 235, 3. Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes) 212, 4. Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull) 162, 5. Kimi Raikkonen (Ferrari) 138, 6. Max Verstappen (Red Bull) 68, 7. Sergio Perez (Force India) 68, 8. Esteban Ocon (Force India) 56, 9. Carlos Sainz Jr (Toro



Rosso) 48, 10. Nico Huelkenberg (Renault) 34, 11. Felipe Massa (Williams) 31, 12. Lance Stroll (Williams) 28, 13. Romain Grosjean (Haas) 26, 14. Kevin Magnussen (Haas) 11, 15. Fernando Alonso (McLaren) 10, 16. Jolyon Palmer (Renault) 8, 17. Stoffel Vandoorne (McLaren) 7, 18. Pascal Wehrlein (Sauber) 5, 19. Daniil Kvyat (Toro Rosso) 4, 20. Marcus Ericsson (Sauber) 0, 21. Antonio Giovinazzi (Sauber) 0.



THE RESULTS



in Lille, Jo-Wilfried Tsonga beat Dusan Lajovic 2-6, 6-2, 7-6(5), 6-2 in the first of the reverse singles on Sunday to give France an unassailable 3-1 lead over the visiting Serbians. The results: Semifinals: In Lille: France 3 bt Serbia 1 [Jo-Wilfried Tsonga bt Dusan Lajovic 2-6, 6-2, 7-6(5), 6-2]. In Brussels: Belgium 3 beat Australia 2 [David Goffin bt Nick Kyrgios 6-7(4), 6-4, 6-4, 6-4; Steve Darcis bt Jordan Thompson 6-4, 7-5, 6-2].



Getting even: Lin Gaoyuan couldn’t have chosen a better stage to settle scores with compatriot Fan Zhendong. *



AMOL KARHADKAR



1. Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes) 2:03:23.543, 2. Daniel Ricciardo (Red Bull) +00:04.507, 3. Valtteri Bottas (Mercedes) 00:08.800, 4. Carlos Sainz Jr (Toro Rosso) 00:22.822, 5. Sergio Perez (Force India) 00:25.359, 6. Jolyon Palmer (Renault) 00:27.259, 7. Stoffel Vandoorne (McLaren) 00:30.388, 8. Lance Stroll (Williams) 00:41.696, 9. Romain Grosjean (Haas) 00:43.282, 10. Esteban Ocon (Force India) 00:44.795, 11. Felipe Massa (Williams) 00:46.536, 12. Pascal Wehrlein (Sauber) 2 laps;. Retired: Kevin Magnussen (Haas) 7 laps, Nico Huelkenberg (Renault) 10 laps, Marcus



Constructors’ points: 1. Mercedes 475, 2. Ferrari 373, 3. Red Bull 230, 4. Force India 124, 5. Williams-Mercedes 59, 6. Toro Rosso 52, 7. Renault 42, 8. Haas 37, 9. McLaren 17, 10. Sauber 5.
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IN BRIEF



Salman Khan performs in U.K. after 12 years



Charles won’t live at Buckingham as king ‘Prince wants palace to be made more commercially viable’



LONDON



Press Trust of India



Bollywood superstar Salman Khan broke a 12-year hiatus with live performances in the U.K. this weekend alongside an array of Indian actors. ’Da-Bangg: The Tour’, which has been on a worldwide journey across Australia, Hong Kong and New Zealand, opened in Birmingham on Saturday and concluded in London on Sunday. PTI



London



Ron Weasley’s Howler may fetch upto £5,000 LONDON



An envelope used as a Howler in the second Harry Potter movie, bearing a goldcoloured Weasley wax seal and accompanied by an autograph of actor Rupert Grint is expected to fetch upto £5,000 at an auction in the U.K. The envelope is made of a red card with a cream printed label. PTI



I’m open to adopting more kids, says Madonna



Britain’s Prince Charles has no plans of moving into Buckingham Palace when he takes the throne as Queen Elizabeth II’s heir as he is no fan of a ‘big house’, a U.K. media report has claimed. The Prince of Wales wants to give up the iconic London royal residence when he becomes king and is discussing plans to turn it into a more business-like “Monarchy HQ”, The Sunday Times quoted royal insiders as saying. The 68-year-old feels the palace could be made more commercially viable by opening it to the public on a larger scale than is possible with the Queen in residence. According to the newspaper, Prince Charles has reportedly told staff he does not intend to live at what he refers to as the “big house” and is “very comfortable” at Clarence House, his London home which wife Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, also prefers. “I know he is no fan of ‘the big house’, as he calls the palace. He doesn’t see it as a viable future home or a house that’s fit for purpose in the modern world. He feels its upkeep, both from a



Prince Charles cost and environmental perspective, is not sustainable,” the newspaper quoted a source as saying. Royal staff have had informal discussions over the future use of the 775-room palace, which is mainly open to visitors from late July until October while the 91-year-old Queen takes her annual break at Balmoral Castle in Scotland.



Refurbishment on Under Prince Charles as monarch, the palace might become a museum open for longer periods with an exhibition dedicated to his mother’s record-breaking reign. The palace is undergoing a £369 million taxpayer-funded refurbishment. The U.K. Treasury has said the building needs an



“urgent overhaul” to prevent the risk of fire, flood and damage. “Buckingham Palace will remain the official London residence of the monarch,” a Clarence House spokesperson said. The discussion of the palace’s future comes amid reports of differences between senior courtiers at Buckingham Palace and Clarence House over how to manage the transition of power between the Queen and her heir. The three royal households — Buckingham Palace, Clarence House and Kensington Palace — were forced to release a rare joint statement following claims in The Times of a power struggle involving Sir Christopher Geidt, the Queen’s longserving private secretary. “The Prince of Wales and the entire royal family are committed to supporting the Queen in whatever way they can at Her Majesty’s request. Beyond that, we are not going to engage with a story based on rumours from unnamed sources,” the joint statement said. Prince Charles has been heir to the throne since his mother became Queen in 1952.



The mysterious night side of Venus Press Trust of India



LOS ANGELES



Tokyo



Pop diva Madonna said in an interview that she would “never say never” to adopting more children because she found motherhood a form of healing for her. The 59-yearold singer has Lourdes, 20, Rocco, 17, Mercy and David, both 11, as well as five-yearold twins Stelle and Estere. “It’s a very healing experience,” she said. PTI



Scientists have characterised wind and cloud patterns of the night side of planet Venus for the first time, and found that it behaves very differently from the part facing the Sun. The night side exhibits unexpected and previouslyunseen cloud types, morphologies, and dynamics — some of which appear to be



connected to features on the planet’s surface. “This is the first time we’ve been able to characterise how the atmosphere circulates on the night side of Venus on a global scale,” said Javier Peralta of the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency.



Impact of topography “While the atmospheric circulation on the planet’s day side has been extensively ex-
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High time



plored, there was still much to discover about the night side. We found that the cloud patterns there are different to those on the day side, and influenced by Venus’ topography,” said Mr. Peralta, lead author of the study published in the journal Nature Astronomy. Venus’ atmosphere is dominated by strong winds that whirl far faster than Venus itself rotates.



Magnetic therapy to treat phobias Press Trust of India Berlin



In full swing: Visitors enjoy a swing ride during Oktoberfest in Munich on Sunday.



*



Stimulating the brain with magnetic fields can help people overcome anxiety disorder and irrational phobias such as fear of heights or spiders, a study has found. Anxiety disorders and fears can sometimes affect people to a point that they are unable to follow a normal daily routine. “Cognitive behavioural therapy is an excellent treatment option,” said Martin J. Herrmann, from the Wurzburg University Hospital in Germany.



REUTERS



Real Madrid adds lustre to China’s wannabe Orlando tourist hub Hengqin island lies cheek by jowl with world’s largest gambling haven, Macau



In the works: A layout of the island’s development on display inside a government establishment at Hengqin. REUTERS



building more hotels and a marina on Hengqin. Chinese officials see Hengqin helping Macau diversify away from casinos to a more wholesome tourism industry. More than 80% of Macau’s public revenues come from the gambling sector. Businesses in Macau have been encouraged to invest in Hengqin with the government providing cheaper rent and tax subsidies. Galaxy Entertainment, Shun Tak and Macau Legend have also earmarked developments for Hengqin.



tainment and a museum showcasing the club’s history. The transformation of Hengqin, which is three times as large as Macau, is part of Beijing’s efforts to bolster links between Hong Kong, Macau and nine cities in the Pearl River Delta region, or so-called “Greater Bay Area”, modelled after other dynamic global bay areas such as Tokyo and San Francisco. “Hengqin will be the Orlando of China. Macau is Las Vegas [and] Hong Kong is New York,” said Larry



‘Labour shortage’ Realtors expect property prices to keep rising once a sea bridge linking Hong Kong, and a high speed rail station are completed. Hoffman Ma, deputy chairman of Success Universe Group, which operates the Ponte 16 casino in Macau, said Hengqin could take some convention and exhibition business away from the former Portuguese colony. “It doesn’t make sense for Macau to do that, due to a consistent labour shortage,” he said.



Reuters HENGQIN



Just a stone’s throw across a narrow waterway from the world’s largest gambling hub Macau, a former oyster farming island is being transformed into China’s newest tourism haven. Dubbed by some as China’s answer to Florida’s Orlando — a global tourist magnet with its cluster of major theme parks — Hengqin has seen property prices more than double over the past two years. While still a dusty mass of construction sites, Hengqin now draws millions annually to its anchor attraction, the “Chimelong Ocean Kingdom” theme park, with a slew of hotels, malls and sprawling residential developments being built nearby. Spanish soccer club, Real Madrid, announced last week they would open an interactive “virtual reality” complex in Hengqin, in partnership with Hong Kong-listed developer, Lai Sun Group . The 12,000-sq. m. venue, set to open in 2021, will include virtual reality enterCM YK



*



Leung, an executive with Lai Sun that is helping build the Real Madrid complex at its ‘Novotown’ project in Hengqin. “Within an hour you can have them all.”



Expanding Macau Novotown’s entertainment mix will also feature China’s first Lionsgate movie world with theme rides from blockbuster films such as the Hunger Games and Twilight, as well as a National Geographic educational centre. And high-end hotel chains and luxury yacht makers are
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Lessons in child safety



Robbers pose as I-T o�cials



‘Contemporary and relevant’



Inspiration from in�nite



The Hindu visits two shools to check whether proper safety measures are in place Page 2



Six men break into south Delhi home pretending to carry out a ‘tax raid’, held after residents raise alarm Page 3



Meera Dewan’s Dhun Mein Dhyan highlights the message of the Guru Granth Sahib Page 4



Composer and singersongwriter A.R. Rahman re�ects on his tryst with Su� music Page 4
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IN BRIEF



Festive fervour leaves Yamuna gasping Immersion of idols made out of toxic materials is damaging the river, say experts Soumya Pillai New Delhi



Congress campaign against fuel price rise NEW DELHI



The Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee (DPCC) started a campaign on Sunday to collect 10 lakh signatures across petrol pumps in Delhi to protest against the unprecedented price rise of petrol and diesel. The signs will be presented to PM Narendra Modi and Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal. They also plan to hold a protest on September 20. CITY
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Driver speeds away with guard on bonnet, held NEW DELHI



A cab driver was apprehended by CISF personnel after a short chase at the Delhi airport on Sunday for allegedly hitting and speeding away with a private security guard on its bonnet following a spat. A senior CISF o�cer said D. N. Singh was driving an Ola cab and got into a spat with a private guard over an alleged unauthorised pick-up. PTI



Common card scheme to be delayed, says o�cial NEW DELHI



The common mobility card scheme for Delhi Metro trains, DTC and cluster buses will be delayed for some time as the Secured Access Modue chips — to be �tted with electronic ticketing machines in buses — have not been procured, a senior Delhi government o�cial said. PTI



Nearly two weeks after devotees from across the Capital flocked to the Yamuna to immerse idols of Lord Ganesh on the occasion of Ganesh Visarjan (immersion), the disintegrating idols and other toxic decorations continue to lie half buried along the banks of the river. Environmentalists said that over 10,000 idols were immersed in the river at four major ghats in Delhi: Kalindi Kunj, Geeta Ghat, Kudsia Ghat and Ram Ghat. Though the municipalities had made tall claims of clearing all the rubble from the visarjan, the scene across the banks tell a different tale. When The Hindu visited some of the ghats on Saturday, discarded material from the festivities had not been picked up by the municipal authorities in violation of strict orders from the National Green Tribunal (NGT). Despite orders banning the use of Plaster of Paris (POP) and paints with high levels of lead in idols, the harmful colours could be seen seeping into the soil and water of the ecologically-sensitive area. “The debris hunters who live in homeless shelters generally dive in for any valuables or coins that the devotees immerse with the idols. The melted remains of the idols, the chunari (holy cloth wrapped around the idols), flowers and other decorations have washed up on the shores and have been lying here since,” said Manoj Raj, a caretaker of the Nigam Bodh Ghat shelter home.



Not safe: Experts say lead paint used to colour the idols leaches into the water and harms aquatic life. The guidelines issued by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and the Delhi Pollution Control Committee (DPCC) have been going largely unheeded despite repeated reminders by the green court.



the already-dying Yamuna. “It is sad to see that the authorities do not have proper provisions of stopping the immersion of POP and leadpainted idols. Every year after the visarjan season we talk about the deplorable condition of the river, but that doesn’t stop the people or the authorities from coming back the next year. Rivers are considered holy in Hindu culture and by polluting it we are not pleasing the gods,” he said. Quoting reports by the DPCC, Mr. Mishra said that the dissolved oxygen levels of Yamuna had plummeted below zero — leaving no trace of life in the river — after last year’s visarjan season.



‘No trace of life’ Environmentalists said that the biological oxygen demand (BOD) of the river — a measure of organic pollution — reaches dangerously high levels during Ganesh Chaturthi and Durga Puja. Manoj Mishra, activist and convenor of Yamuna Jiye Abhiyaan, said that inaction by government agencies has resulted in the degradation of



Anna Ramnani, a senior scientist, said that every year the cleaning activity by the municipality and government agencies is done only around the ghats.



Passing the buck “Many idols resurface kilometres away and these agencies don’t care about that. If sieving through the entire river stretch is a tedious task then temporary set ups could be created around the ghats and immediately after immersion the idols could be pulled out,” she said. “Better still, strict rules should be implemented in the material used in idols,” Ms. Ramnani added.



*



SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA



Senior officials of the East Delhi Municipal Corporation’s sanitation department said they were still waiting for the Department of Irrigation and Flood Control to scoop out the remains of the idols from the river before they can pick it up. “In many parts of the river banks the lifting work has already been completed, but in other areas we are waiting for the government department to sieve out the remains before we can complete our job,” a senior municipal official said. An official of the North corporation said: “If there are still any idol remains along the banks, then that will be lifted at the earliest”.



Man stabbed to death over Ryan victim’s village won’t celebrate Diwali 300 people from Baragaon in Bihar travel to Capital for candlelight march at Jantar Mantar parking space at dhaba NEW DELHI



A 29-year-old man was stabbed to death while his friend was left critically injured by a group of men after the duo intervened in a parking argument between the attackers and another man outside an eatery in east Delhi’s Geeta Colony on Saturday night. Nishant Arora, an insurance sector employee, was killed while his friend Gaurav Sharma is in the ICU of a city hospital. The duo were accompanied by a third friend Ashish Tyagi, who escaped unhurt. Police said the incident happened around 11.45 p.m. outside a dhaba in Jheel Chowk. Eyewitnesses said the three friends were eating inside the dhaba when some commotion prompted the



New Delhi



Around 300 people from Baragaon village in Bihar, the native place of the sevenyear-old boy who was murdered on the premises of Ryan International School in Gurugram on September 8, gathered at Jantar Mantar on Sunday for a candlelight march. A distant relative of the victim said the entire village is in mourning and has decided not to hold Diwali festivities this year.



of the men took out a knife,” said an eyewitness. Deputy Commissioner of Police (Shahdara) Nupur Prasad said Mr. Sharma was the first one to be attacked and suffered stab wounds in his stomach, thigh and chin.



Staff Reporter



Nishant Arora



trio to step outside to see what was going on.



‘Tried to intervene’ The friends saw the owner of a car fighting with a group of men who had come on a couple of two-wheelers. The men were demanding that the car be moved. “The three youths decided to intervene, which enraged the bikers. The argument turned violent and in the melee one



entire village is < > The in mourning and has



ISMAT ARA



Had been trying to resolve matter between two other parties



‘Bystanders didn’t help’ “When Nishant tried to save his friend, he too was stabbed a couple of times,” said Ms. Prasad After the stabbing, the attackers fled from the spot. They are yet to be traced. A case of murder has been registered. CCTV footage of the incident are being checked to ascertain the sequence of incidents, said the police. Mr. Arora’s relative Puneet alleged that no one present at the spot intervened to sop the attackers or help the three friends.



‘Fear and paranoia’ “The only feeling we have is of fear and paranoia. If schools are no longer safe for children, what other place can be trusted,” he asked. “All these schools look like five-star hotels. They charge us exorbitant money but for what? For giving our children into unsafe hands?” said another villager.



decided not to hold Diwali festivities this year... The only feeling we have is of fear and paranoia A distant relative of the victim



Shocked into action: The protesters also demanded that schools ensure that students from the economically weaker sections are treated well. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR *



Banners reading “You kill the children, you kill the nation” were seen at the gathering, which was joined by around 100 Delhiites.



“The brutal murder is a clarion call for us to fight against the injustice meted out to all children in the past. This murder was too
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Students of Amity University hold �rst-ever ‘Butter�y Count’ Event aimed at raising awareness about butter�ies and the role they play in indicating the ecological balance of a region region since 1960, we expect there could be around 100 species in the NCR, mostly in the plains of the Yamuna. Our on-field survey is complete and a report will be prepared on Monday,” said Dr. Rajendra.



Ashok Kumar GURUGRAM



The Amity School of Earth and Environmental Sciences, Amity University, has organised the first-ever week-long Butterfly Count-2017, in and around its campus, to create awareness about the insects and promote its conservation.



Conservation effort Kushagra Rajendra, head of the Environmental Science Department at the university, told The Hindu that the presence of butterflies was an important indicator of ecological balance in a region. The event is being held in collaboration with the Bombay Natural History Society. CM YK



Colourful display: As part of the event, a team of students has been counting butter�ies around the university campus. They have spotted over 33 species so far. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



“Butterflies are more common near native plants rather than ornamental plants. So butterflies indicate the status of ecological balance in the region. The National Capital Region, especially Gurugram, has witnessed rapid urbanisation over the past few years and



area under forest has been replaced by residential colonies and highways. Our understanding of urban conservation needs to change and we should maintain natural habitats. Else, these creatures will vanish without even being noticed,” said Dr. Rajendra.



A team of students led by Dr. Rajendra has been conducting the butterfly count for two hours daily in the morning since September 12 and has recorded 33 species of butterflies. “Though no major study has been conducted on the presence of butterflies in the



Notable species Some notable species spotted by the team, include Mormon (Papilio polytes), White Orange Tip (Ixias marianne), Lime Butterfly (Papilio demoleus), Common Albatross (Appias albina), Common Gull (Cepora nerissa), Blue Pansy (Junonia orithiya), and the Common Castor (Ariadne merione). Dr. Rajendra said the butterflies had three types of nutritional needs: fresh and



easily digestible sugars (nectar), degraded/ fermented fruit with ample flesh, and salt/minerals. A campus walk along with a lecture-cum-interactive session on status and importance of butterfly was also organised for the student as part of the programme. The session was also addressed by wildlife photographer Alankar Chandra who gave an elaborate description about the status of bird and butterfly habitats of India. The screening of the documentary Chasing Butterflies, based on the life-cycle of the insect, attracted students attention towards colourful world of the butterflies.
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much for us to bear,” said another villager, adding that they are no longer willing to send their children outside the State for their studies.



The candlelight march was earlier planned to be held at India Gate but had to be shifted to Jantar Mantar due to permission issues. The marchers also demanded that students from economically weaker section (EWS) be treated better as their exclusion causes them a lot of trouble in school. “The way EWS students are treated should be kept in check to reduce chances of them being wrongly treated. All major violence crimes start from exclusion,” said Ravi Sonker, one of the organisers of the event.



Dengue, chikungunya awareness drives MLAs give prevention tips to residents Staff Reporter New Delhi



Leaders of the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) on Sunday conducted workshops in their constituencies to give residents tips on how to prevent mosquito breeding, and spread awareness about dengue and chikungunya. Around 9 a.m., fogging and awareness drives were initiated in Santgarh, Tilak Nagar, Vasant Kunj, Rampura, Dakshinpuri extension, Malviya Nagar and Janakpuri. Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia inspected several residential localities in his constituency of Patparganj and spoke to residents on how the vector-borne diseases are spread and how



people can help control it. “The spread of dengue and chikungunya can be controlled to a great extent with the involvement of the public. Since the mosquito that spreads the diseases does not breed in dirty water, it is up to us to control its spread,” he told the residents. Mr. Sisodia said that if a person contracts dengue or chikungunya, then the mosquito causing it has come from within an area of 200 metres. “It is important that we don’t allow water to collect near our houses”. Similar drives will be initiated on all Sundays throughout September to spread maximum awareness about the diseases. B ND-NDE
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Journey through history



As part of an ongoing series, The Hindu brings you rare photographs of Raisina Hill, the country’s power centre, being raised from scratch. These photos have been procured from the Delhi Archives, Department of Art and Culture, Delhi Government



The foundation of South Block Tower Wing and the processional way still in the works; a recent shot of the Secretariat building standing tall and proud. SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY *



Construction on at the eastern face of the Tower Wing at the Secretariat; the North Block as it stands today. *



IN BRIEF



Public meeting to discuss role of DUSU



Men pose as I-T o�cials to Labourer killed, child loot south-Delhi house, held hurt after being hit by car Robbery bid by six men foiled after alert residents, neighbours raise alarm



Several independent student organisations in DU as well as AISA and SFI are organising a public meeting at Arts Faculty on September 20 to discuss what is expected from the newly elected Delhi University Students' Union. The students want to discuss what exactly the role of the DUSU is and what does it actually do throughout the year. STAFF REPORTER



Scholarships for CISF martyrs’ children NEW DELHI



CISF Wives Welfare Association “Sanrakshika” on the occasion of its fourth foundation day, announced a scholarship for the children of martyrs from the force. These scholarships will be annual and provided to children in middle school, senior classes and college. The amounts would range between ₹6,000 and ₹18,000 per annum. STAFF REPORTER



Two held for kidnapping 11-year-old for ransom GHAZIABAD



Two persons have been arrested for allegedly kidnapping an 11-year-old boy for ₹10 lakh ransom earlier this month, the police said. They were arrested from the Bhopura intersection on Saturday night after an encounter in which a police officer and one of the accused was injured. PTI



MCG polls: Cong releases list of 10 candidates GURUGRAM



Senior Congress leader Capt. Ajay Yadav on Sunday released a list of 10 candidates supported by his party for upcoming Municipal Corporation of Gurugram poll. The next list will be out on September 19. Capt. Yadav said the party supported candidates who believed in its ideology. STAFF REPORTER



CM YK



Incident in west Delhi’s Tilak Nagar; accused driver held A 42-year-old daily wage labourer was killed and a twoyear-old girl injured after being hit by a car passing through the slum where they lived in west Delhi’s Tilak Nagar on Saturday. The victims have been identified as Lallan and Komal while the accused Hari Gupta (26), a taxi driver, has been arrested.



A call was made to the police around 4:45 p.m. regarding the incident in the slums close to Pacific Mall in Subhash Nagar. The accused was beaten up by locals before being handed over to the police. “We rushed both the victims to a nearby hospital where Lallan was declared brought dead while the girl was discharged after first aid,” said a police officer.



Locals give chase Among the two, the girl was hit first prompting a chase by the locals who came out of their homes. The police are now probing whether Lallan was among the people who tried to stop the car by blocking the way.



Lucky escape Locals told the police that the car driven by Gupta was passing by at a time when most children are out playing. The slums are located on either side of the road on which he was driving and it is not unusual for children
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SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY



NEW DELHI



A group of men, allegedly posing as Income-Tax officials, entered a house in Malviya Nagar on Sunday afternoon to carry out a robbery but their plan was foiled by the alert occupants and neighbours. Six men have been arrested in the incident.



Fake ID cards According to a senior police officer, the team of fake I-T officers barged into the house in south Delhi on the pretext of carrying out a raid. “They managed to gain entry into the house flashing fake ID cards of the Income Tax department. The victims told us that the men then asked all the family members to surrender their mobile phones and move to one



The victims told us that the men asked all of them to surrender their mobile phones and move to one room



suspicious. When they noticed that the men had come unarmed, they raised an alarm. Hearing their cries for help, a few neighbours broke into the house and started questioning the officers.



Delhi police



The men were led by Mitesh Kumar, who claimed he was an IRS o�cial. *



SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



room,” said the officer. The accused then allegedly proceeded to take out all the jewellery and cash. They also took out ₹20 lakh in cash from the safe and gathered all the valu-



Congress campaign against fuel price rise



ables in one place. The men had also told the family that the raid was being conducted following a charge of tax evasion worth ₹20 crore by the family of Ramesh Chand Ahuja, a businessman.



Son not home At the time of the “raid”, his wife Neelam, daughter Chanchal and his parents were also present in the house. His son Bobby had gone to buy some groceries at the time. However, the victims found the men’s interactions



Accused beaten up “The men, seeing the huge number of locals, broke down and admitted that they had gained fake entry to rob the family. On this, the locals beat the men up and handed them over to the police. All six have been arrested,” the police said. Two were drivers while four otthers posed as team members led by one Mitesh Kumar, who claimed he was an IRS official. The others arrested are Naunhyal, Yogesh, Govind Sharma, Amit Agrawal and Parvinder.



55-year-old woman found stabbed to death



NEW DELHI



JNU teachers, students against ‘diluting’ GSCASH Election to be held on September 22 Staff Reporter New Delhi



Protest at Jantar Mantar on Sept 20 Staff Reporter New Delhi



The Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee (DPCC) started a campaign on Sunday to collect 10 lakh signatures across petrol pumps in Delhi to protest against the unprecedented price rise of petrol and diesel which will be presented to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal. They plan to hold a massive protest demonstration at Jantar Mantar on September 20 demanding a roll back of the excise and VAT on petrol and diesel. Mr. Ajay Maken, DPCC president while addressing a large number of Congress workers said if the Central and state tax is deducted from petrol and diesel, the people of Delhi can get pet-



rol per litre for ₹34 and diesel per litre for ₹ 32. “In the last three years, the Centre has raised the excise duty on petrol by 133% and on diesel by 400% while the State Government in Delhi twice increased VAT from 20 to 27 percent on petrol per litre. VAT on diesel was increased from 12.5 percent to 16.75 percent,” alleged Mr. Maken.



Comparison He added that if a comparison is made on the prices of petrol and diesel during the Congress-led UPA regime in 2014 at the Centre and the present BJP-led NDA Government, excise and VAT per litre of petrol was ₹ 36.44 today compared to ₹ 17.83 during the Congress regime.



Police say no forced entry at the house Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



A 55-year-old woman was stabbed to death at her residence in south-west Delhi's Chhawala on Saturday night. The victim, Basanti, stayed with her son, Rajendra Kumar, who was not present at his house at the time of the incident. He returned home to find his mother's body in the kitchen with her throat slit and a kitchen knife lying next to her. A senior police officer said a PCR call was received at 8 p.m. regarding the murder. “The entry to the house was friendly, no valuables are missing but the room was ransacked to make it look like a robbery. We suspect the role of an in-



sider in this murder,” said a senior police officer.



Woman found dead The partially disrobed body of a middle-aged woman was found abandoned at a garbage dumping site in Bhalswa Dairy on Saturday. The police suspected the victim was bludgeoned with stones and sticks and said are waiting for the postmortem to find out if the woman was sexually assaulted. “She resided in a slum area near Murgh Farm in Bhalswa dairy. The incident came to light when a passerby noticed the abandoned body and alerted us,” said a police officer. He said personal enmity may have led to the murder of the woman.



The poll committee for electing members to the Gender Sensitisation Committee Against Sexual Harassment (GSCASH) in JNU has announced the schedule for elections. This, despite the JNU administration asking the students to put on hold the election as they plan to reconstitute the GSCASH as Internal Complaints Committee (ICC) under the University Grants Commission (UGC) regulations, 2015.



Results on Sept 23 According to the schedule issued by the four-member election committee, headed by chairperson Bhagat Singh Saini, polling and counting will take place on September 22 and the results will be announced the next day. The JNU Teachers' Asso-



https://t.me/yk_info



ciation ( JNUTA) said that GSCASH had be formed in 1999 after a two-year long intense struggle by teachers and students and that the new ICC will not have many features of the GSCASH like autonomy, as all employee members of the body would be nominated by the Vice-Chancellor.



Women’s membership The teachers added that the ICC would not ensure 50 per cent membership of women, counselling services, detailed procedure for enquiry, and penalties for all the stakeholders involved. They said that the ICC rules listed by the UGC does not require that the GSCASH rules be superseded by the IIC but instead the GSCASH rules be synchronised and adopted into the existing rules and regulations of the university.



to play there. One such child, Komal, had a lucky escape when the car brushed past her but the impact was relatively mild considering she was not thrown far off, said the officer. Since the adults were also around, someone raised an alarm and many ran after the car which speeded up. As the driver tried to escape, he hit Lallan who was fatally injured. A case under Sections 304 A (causing death by negligence), 279 (rash and negligent driving) and 337 (causing hurt by act endangering life or personal safety of others) was registered at the Tilak Nagar police station.



DELHI TODAY Talk: Lecture on “Indian In�uences on Russian Textiles” by Olga Lystsova, formerly with the State Museum of Oriental Art, Moscow. Chair: Ritu Sethi, Craft Revival Trust at Conference Room-I, India International Centre (IIC), 6:30 p.m. Talk: Conversations on Urbanisation series “Imagining Water Secure Cities”. Speaker: Dr. Arunabha Ghosh, CEO, Council on Energy, Environment and Water; Moderator: Dr. Isher Judge Ahluwalia, Chairperson, Board of Governors, ICRIER at Gulmohar Hall, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 7 p.m. Talk: Discussion on “Design vs Styling: Method vs Madness?” Speaker: S. Badrinarayanan, Architect & Professor at Pearl Academy. Chair: M.N. Ashish Ganju at Amaltas Hall, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 7 p.m. Music: Flute recital by Pt. Rajendra Prasanna, followed by Hindustani vocal recital of Pt. Venkatesh Kumar. Accompanists: Dr. Vinay Mishra (harmonium), Avirbhav Verma (tabla), Keshav Joshi (tabla) at The Stein Auditorium, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 7 p.m. Exhibition: "Apologue and Archaeology" by Samit Das at Gallery Espace, 16 Community Centre, New Friends Colony, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. Exhibition: Solo show of paintings by Kishore Kumar at Triveni Kala Sangam, 205, Tansen Marg, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. Art: A group art show curated by Amrita Prakash at Artizen Art Gallery, Pearey Lal Bhavan, 2, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. (Mail your listings for this column at [email protected]) B ND-NDE
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‘I try to source inspiration from the in�nite’ A.R. Rahman re�ects on his tryst with Su� music Atif Khan



One evening in 1988, when the young A.R Rahman listened to his first qawwali from his Peer Sahib (Syed Karimullah Shah Qadri), his experience, as he described, was something “unexplainable in science”. He was happy that he found that moment of connection when he was with his mother. “He was not a good singer but when he used to sing ‘Khwaja’ with his harmonium, one could feel the butterfly and a sweet smell around the place,” recalled Rahman at a press conference in Delhi. He was in the Capital to announce the Sufi Route concert to be held in November at Qutub Minar, which will have Sufi artistes such as Nooran sisters, Mukhtiar Ali, Hans Raj Hans, Konya Turkish Music Ensemble, Dhruv Sangari and Dervish dancers. The finale of the show will be headlined by Rahman. Years later during the shoot of Roja, he heard Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan. “Why cannot I sing like him or make music like that,” Rahman asked to himself. “As a devotee myself, Sufi music is something that I cherish very closely. Whether singing or rehearsing, everything is



In the stream of light: A.R. Rahman believes in the healing power of Su� music



part of ibadat for me,” he said. Years later, when Khalid Mohammed asked him to do a qawwali for Fiza, he felt blessed to do something which he cherished. “Many people have told me that the qawwali (’Piya Haji Ali’) actually protected them from accidents. It gave me the opportunity to do Khwaja



Sahab (’Khwaja Mere Khwaja’) later, a composition that is loved by all people regardless of communities, which is my biggest achievement till date as it came with blessings from Khwaja Sahab,” said Rahman.



Source of goodness He described himself as a student, who goes teacher to teacher in search of Shariat, Tarikat, Marfat, Haqiqat but did not know which stage he was at right now. “I am fascinated by the process of getting there. For more than 30 years, the spirituality and the love which Sufi gave, grew in me. It is the reason of the little goodness that I have now,” reflected Rahman. Like a lush meadow, the landscape of Sufi has increased manifold because of the rise in the number of alternative music platforms.



*



AFP, SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



Historically, Sufi musicians have not been accepted by a section of society but Rahman typifies the new practitioners as the flag bearer of change, who are connecting people by speaking to their heart. “Social acceptance comes when people start accepting the truth; there is always a denial but heart cannot lie,” explained the two-time Oscar winning composer. He does not like to be called as an ambassador of Sufi but said, “My music speaks of it itself and does not need any medium. Music is like a seed — you cannot see it until it grows and goes into your heart.” His internal connect, Rahman said, is actually much stronger than his words as he continued describing himself a lay person. “I am not an intellectual; my answers are



much simpler.” Despite achieving the highest in the music world, he did not regard himself as someone on the top of his game. “Am I?” he asked. “I do not know. After a point of time, it does not matter if that keeps me alive. I have been discovering myself for 30-40 years now. I just go sit at the Nizamuddin Dargah for hours in midnight as a beggar in front of a very rich person. Sufism teaches you to be fakir,” observed Rahman.



Distinct character His vision reflects in his process, that having a distinct character in music is an achievement, it is almost a blessing as he said, “You cannot be like everyone. The first listener is always me and if I find it boring, I change it and that has been my formula from day one.”



On the experiences of directing a movie, Rahman said, “Music is much simpler than filmmaking. You have so many departments and you have to respect everybody's timings, whether it is graphics or putting up a set. I have just directed one virtual reality movie and I do not think I will do another one.” He underlined that his understanding of Sufi was destroying every kind of ego and generating an idea that happiness was the true measure of wealth. “Spirituality is not just singing bhajans or qawwalis, but love and actions.” He tries to be relevant while remaining intact to his roots. “When I sit as an idiot with my piano, I try to make something genuinely useful or something which connects. I try to source inspiration from the infinite,” concluded Rahman.



SHORT TAKES Sunny’s meaty role Ravishing actress Sunny Leone is playing a significant role in Rajeev Walia upcoming film Tera Intezaar, which releases on November 24. Sunny along with coactor Arbaaz Khan unveiled the first poster of their film in Delhi recently. The film is billed as a musical romantic thriller with a number of twists and turns. While Arbaaz is playing the character of Veer who is a painter, Sunny is playing Rounak, who is an art gallery proprietor. The story revolves around Rounak’s search for her love in the course of which she goes through unbelievable mishaps. Speaking about the film, Sunny says: “Tera Intezaar is a romantic thriller and my character is searching for true love. I believe that love always prevails.” Working as an actress and as a business person, Sunny has always been very efficient and recently bought a football team as well. “It is something new and I have always loved sports.” Describing their film as an interesting love story with a pinch of thriller, Arbaaz says: “The music is heart throbbing. Secondly, it was wonderful working with Sunny who is a wonderful actress and a wonderful person. The movie has a very unpredictable mystery and the most exciting part is



that this movie has Sunny Leone.” Sunny, who recently adopted a baby girl, says she feels blessed about the fact that the little girl chose her and her husband. “God sends certain people into your life and it was my turn to meet this little girl. Being a parent is not going to make any difference to my career. I will still be doing movies, going to launch my cosmetic and perfume line. I believe that only a woman knows what she is capable of,” she adds. Simran Lakhina



Marvel magic Cate Blanchett has admitted stepping into the Marvel universe for her kids. The 48-year-old Oscar winner plays Hela opposite fellow Aussie Chris Hemsworth in Thor: Ragnarok. “This a universe that I have been happily dragged into because of my kids,” says Cate. “Well, I say it was for my kids, but it’s also fun for



the kid part of me. The benefit of being in the superhero universe is that you do get very fit. My boys absolutely love Thor, as does my daughter,”says Cate



DOWN MEMORY LANE



Common name, uncommon stories While remembering the many Mariams that lived in Delhi and surrounding areas, the tale of Sunny-ki-Mariam stands out R.V. Smith



The recent celebration of the feast of Our Lady of Good Health at the Masihgarh Church, where a statue of the Virgin Mary is taken out with great solemnity after a nine-day novena, reminded one of the countless women named after Christ’s mother, whose Jewish name was actually Mariam. It continues to be a common name among Jews, Christians and Muslims too. Mariam Zamani was the title enjoyed by Akbar’s Rajput wife, which led to the erroneous belief that she was a Christian. Her palace is in Fatehpur Sikiri and her maqbara is situated oppos- Lasting appeal: Mariam Zamani’s Palace in Fatehpur Sikri ite the emperor’s own tomb at Sikandra. Mariam Piyari been killed, along with Where she disappeared was the saintly woman who thousands of others, includ- after 20 years is not known. was granted a mango orch- ing the wife of an Anglo-In- And who can forget Jennifer ard by the emperor for a dian teacher, whose dress Kendal in the film role of Christian cemetery. It is was always kept hanging in Mariam of Shahjahanpur? now known as Martyrs’ the schoolmaster’s bed- But perhaps the most interCemetery because of the room as a reminder of the esting of such women was grave of Padre Santus, a 17th tragedy. It seems Mariam Sunny-ki-Mariam, a convert Century Portuguese priest Begum was in a hurry to get who married a defrocked which is revered by all com- away from the city thinking Franciscan priest. Sunny munities, and of a dozen that another catastrophe Domingo belonged to the others martyred along with was about to overtake her. family that once owned him by fanatics. One fine day she disap- Masigarh area, where its Pahar-ki-Mariam was the peared, probably having early 19th century head, Mrs woman who haunted Pa- succeeded in catching the Domingo gave her ancestral harganj bridge before the train that had been long land, granted by the latter New Delhi Station was built evading her, or fell victim to Mughals to Bibi Juliana of and Mariam Begum was the a murderous vagrant. the court of Aurangzeb. one who was seen walking Like Begum, there was up and down from the Jama Mariam Pagli who Prophesies turned true Masjid Chowk to the over- wandered about uttering Sunny-ki-Mariam would head Daryaganj bridge (now only four words, “Devaria cause quite an uproar in the demolished). She was al- bula rahe hain”. It was con- Christian locality with word ways in a hurry, all dressed jectured as a reference to going around, “Mariam khel up as though trying to catch her brother-in-law, whom rahi hai”. This was an allua train. Begum had a bag she had married after the sion to the periodic fits she slung on her shoulder, along death of her husband but would get and behave like a with a thermos flask full of who later ditched her result- Maenad, shaking her head tea. Sometimes at night, she ing in Mariam losing her violently and flaying her was waylaid by vagrants mind. At that time the film arms and legs. In this state who molested her but she Pagli was making waves in she also cursed and made was back on her beat in the the cinema halls of Delhi predictions which surprismorning. A comely woman and street urchins trailing ingly enough came true. despite her 60-odd years, Mariam would think they Sunny looked askance at Begum was said to belong to were teasing the film such incidents, keeping Quetta that was devastated heroine. Pagli would cook busy with his coaching by an earthquake long be- her meals in a discarded classes, which were highly fore the Partition and in commode and sleep under popular with students as he which her husband, chil- a roadside tree to resume was very fluent in Latin and dren and other relatives had her trek in the morning. English, besides mastery



over mathematics. Mariam had borne him three sturdy sons, who became good footballers, and a very pretty daughter. Her neighbours attributed her fits to the influence of “alien gods” as she bore weird tattoo marks on her forearms, nose and temples, which made many describe her as “Guddi hui”. Sunny was also popular with the ladies and they always sought him out whenever an “Obatana” (the dabbing with haldi and chandan paste) was held after it had been applied on a bride in an age when fairness creams were still not in vogue. The excited women would try to catch him unawares and when he managed to escape being smeared, set up a chorus of “Sunny Sahib-ki-Lulu”. The word “Lulu” gained currency after Mirza Jahangir, Bahadur Shah Zafar’s younger half-brother, used it to taunt Charles Seton while trying to shoot the British Resident at the Red Fort as he had rejected his father Akbar Shah’s request to make him heir apparent in preference to Zafar. Another strange practice of Sunny-ki-Mariam was plastering her courtyard with cow dung and mud paste every Thursday, saying Mother Mary would come visiting at midnight. She also kept a candle burning and a vessel full of pulao ready for her to eat (sic). When Mariam died there was an earthquake but her husband and children escaped miraculously after their house collapsed. All this came to mind on Sept 8 when Our Lady’s feast was observed, but there were only a few who remembered the mercurial Sunny-ki-Mariam – buried near Father Santus’ chapel in Agra.



Carrying on the oral tradition: Stills from the �lm



‘Contemporary and relevant’ Meera Dewan’s Dhun Mein Dhyan highlights the message of the Guru Granth Sahib Gargi Parsai



Today inter-faith dialogue is perceived as essential to achieving peace and the Guru Granth Sahib is a treatise that functions as a model of inter-faith communication. The Granth, with its collection of devotional hymns and poetry of Sikh Gurus along with bhakts and Islamic dervishes, has only one message to convey and that is: “The Creator created many forms from the same clay Flawless is the clay pot; flawless, the Potter.” Well-known filmmaker Meera Dewan’s latest film, Dhun Mein Dhyan: Meditations in Music in the Guru Granth Sahib conveys just this. It is a multi-faith, multilingual dialogue in poetry, set to ragas. Set to 31 ragas, the verses



or shabads are sung by famous singer, Hans Raj Hans, the 14th generation Raagi, Bhai Kultar Singh, Vidya Rao and others. The film attempts to unravel the birth and life message of the Granth. “When the believers bow to the Granth, it is to the knowledge they bow. When they sing to it, it sings right back to them,’’ says Dewan. “A Muslim weaver from Banaras, a farmer from Rajasthan, a barber, a cobbler, a Sufi saint and a king from Uttar Pradesh, a poet from Bengal, a butcher from Sind, a blind poet and others create a tapestry of universal themes as contemporary and relevant today as they were centuries ago,’’ she says. “Verses are in praise of secularism, equality of class, gender and caste, work-life



balance, environmental awareness, protection of nature, purification of water and air, animal welfare. They warn rulers against forced conversions, exploitation, addressing everyday themes like excessive taxation, mindfulness of excessive materialism and over-consumptive behaviour. They set out an agenda for social equity that is most relevant for our society.” The film communicates that a collective oral tradition started, when Nanak, Bala a Hindu and Mardana a Muslim, travelling troubadours, went on foot right up to Mecca, with musical instruments. Based on local dialects, the language of commoners, the multi-lingual song brings together Sanskrit, Prakrit, Dingalbhasha, Persian, Arabic, Braj Bhasha, Khariboli,



Bengali and Marathi, written in Gurmukhi script which lends itself to musicality. The text is cast in traditional poetic forms – shlokas, paudis - using classical ragas, popular folklore and meters - alahanis, ghoris, chands. While the complete musicality of thought is both scientific and scholarly, the content does not speak in metaphysical riddles and abstract theorising. It uses everyday idioms, drawing its imagery and metaphors from the home, street and workplace, making it at once profound and prosaic. It is in alignment with India’s aspirations and journey towards egalitarianism, secularism and gender equality. (The film will be premièred today at the PSBT’s Open Frame Festival 2017 at the India International Centre at 10.30 am.)



Spotlight on Shovana At the ongoing Open Frame Festival, another highlight of the day is a film on noted danseuse Shovana Narayan, who brought alive the aesthetics of classical dance into the lives of ordinary people It will be screened at India International Centre at 7.30



p.m. Titled “Shovana”, the film is directed by Aparna Sanyal, who has worked on documentaries and TV shows for channels like Discovery, History, CNN and the BBC. As a guru, researcher, scholar, wife and mother, Narayan has delighted in going against the grain.



The film brings to the fore the deeply reflective, generous and sensitive artist that lies behind the vivacious public image. After screening of the 56minute film, there would be a question and answer session between the filmmaker and the audience.
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In a world that's changing really quickly, the only strategy that is guaranteed to fail is not taking risks. Mark Zuckerberg
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Going digital U.K.’s Cambridge University is mulling scrapping the centuries old practice of handwritten exams in favour of computer-based exams, as a growing reliance on gadgets like laptops and iPads has caused students’ handwriting to deteriorate. Cambridge University has now launched a consultation on the topic as part of its “digital education strategy”.



Mobile ban In an interview with a magazine, French Education Minister Jean-Michel Blanquer suggested a plan to have students deposit their phones in secure boxes when arriving at school. This has now sparked off a public debate on the ban of phones in schools.



Moving on Linguistics professor Noam Chomsky will be joining as a laureate professor in the Department of Linguistics at the University of Arizona in Tucson. The 88year-old retains his position as Institute Professor Emeritus at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.



Why values are neither caught nor taught millennia old. Greek philosophers knew that formal education could not prevail against the might of public opinion.



Can values education lead to lasting outcomes? The challenges: the might of public opinion constantly shaped by mass media, and unscrupulous forces at the helm b



Valson Thampu



A striking feature of education in India is our simmering unease about values education. So, we try out various names for it, but fail to make any progress in enlivening this key component of education. Not long ago, we used to call it moral instruction. Then we christened it values education. Then, in 2005, we renamed it peace education. Names changed; the outcome did not. I have interacted with teachers across the country. The one thing common to them is diffidence about the feasibility of values education. They feel that what they are made to do in classrooms is out of tune with the warp and woof of the society.



Clarity Surely, not all schools are apathetic to values education. No, many are struggling to do what they can. But even they seem uncertain if the characterformation they impart to students would endure beyond their boundaries. They know that there are parents who are anxious that their children could be handicapped in the rat race that awaits them if they are principled and idealistic. There is a need, therefore, to attain clarity on why values education remains sidelined in the architecture of the education



SATHEESH VELLINEZHI
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we practise. Let us begin with the cliché: values are caught, not taught. If values are caught, surely there must be a location, a source, from where they are to be caught? We catch fish from water; not from street or sky. The case of catching values is no different. So, what is the environ-



ment from where students may ‘catch’ values? Plato, in Protagoras, makes Socrates wonder why it is rare to come across teachers of values, whereas instructors in swordsmanship or equestrian skills are easy to come by. This anomaly is then explained as follows. Virtues are not to be taught in



classrooms. They must be taught by ‘the whole community’. This is what is implied in ‘catching’ values. To the Greeks, the society was the pond from where values may be caught. What demoralises teachers of values education today is the awareness that the work they do in classrooms is continually contra-



dicted by whatever happens in the society. This explains, besides, the anxiety that parents too feel in this regard. Society has two components relevant to values education: public opinion and politics. We think of the irresistible power of public opinion as a modern phenomenon. No! It is at least three



Media Today, the media monopolises public opinion. The overweening influence of the media stems, to a large extent, from the decline of family traditions and the spiritual stature of religious leaders. Exposure especially to the electronic media — in particular, prime time talk shows, often rippling with violence and riddled with palpable misrepresentations — should be a cause for worry for those who care for the character formation of their children. If only the media would invest part of its huge influencecapital in generating sound public opinion and fortifying the ethical outlook of students! Lawmakers comprised the second pillar of values education in Athens. In Politics, envisaged as a handbook for lawmakers, Aristotle identifies legislators as ‘doctors of the State’! A law-giver is one who has a clear idea of what ought to be done and how the society can evolve towards greater perfection. He is not one who perfects the art of capturing the helm of the State by hook or crook, but one who knows how to steer the State steadily to its destination. It would help hugely if our legislators became mindful of the harmful impact they have on our children, and the beneficial influence they can have! The author was Principal of St. Stephen’s College, Delhi, and former member, National Commission for Minority Educational Institutions, Government of India.
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Automation worries Why not e-elections?



The amount of paper wastage witnessed on campus during the Delhi University Students’ Union elections every year is tremendous. It was no di�erent on September 12 this year. However, orders from the Election Commission helped curb the reckless wastage of paper to some extent. Students discuss.



Will digitising certain learning processes diminish the quality of education? b



b



naren pradhan



Neha Rupeja



Even before I entered high school, technology in the classroom was no stranger to me. Both teachers and students used PCs for their academic work whenever they could. But things really started to get interesting in my second year of secondary education. It started off normally, with homework being directly assigned in class from the teacher to the student. If you didn’t get the memo, you asked a friend. If you missed it outright, well, tough. Eventually, the teachers gradually began to introduce a new system, one known as School Loop.



Transition In short, it was a way for teachers to post homework assignments and other announcements online without ever needing to mention it in class, something they soon began to refrain from entirely. The transition was rough. For teens with already crammed schedules, faithfully checking a school website was one more thing to add. Indeed, I missed more than one assignment on days I simply assumed I had little to no work and forgot to check online. Still, the new system had its uses. Although we had to be routine about checking up, making it a habit meant we would rarely miss assignments, at least not due to lack of attention. Ultimately, the technology was convenient, just as it was meant to be in the first place. From then on, technology started becoming a bigger part of our lives. In my last college economics course alone, all of our homework was both revealed and completed online. It seemed like a sweet deal. For one, the professor did not have to worry about notifying us about assignments, and for another, grading too had been outsourced to the machine. Not only has the job of remembering assignments become simpler, but also the job of completing them — homework now being little more than typing in numbers and clicking on multiple-choice answers. What’s there to complain about? Yet, I’ve always been a little sceptical of labour-saving innovations. In this instance, technology begins to remove the element of intimacy. The development of School Loop was nothing radical, but even CM YK



just automating classwork partially and homework completely, in my humble opinion, has made assignment curricula a little shallow. If I were an economics professor, I would have my students write essays, hand-draw models and diagrams, and do other unique activities that would require much more involvement from both students and teachers alike, strengthening bonds and facilitating the development of knowledge and skills. Of course, how much real effort is put into curricula, offline or online, depends on the instructor herself. The option to develop effective, interesting lessons and assignments has not been taken away. But with the advent of online classwork/homework, the temptation to leave as much of it to the machine as can be diminishes the wholeness of the education experience. It’s like this: automation has not actually forced human beings to stop exercising, but nevertheless has discouraged it. I can’t help but feel that taking away the need to work closely with students and the need to put hard work into developing curricula will be harmful to the overall quality of our youth’s education in the long run. What is the teacher’s influence in the overall development of students? And will future conversations among alumni include warm reminiscences like, “Ms. X was the best teacher ever”, or “I still remember what Y sir said while teaching trigonometry”?



Aniruddha Mahadevan Sethi III, Political Science (Honours), Hindu College, New DelHI The amount of paper wasted during elections is nothing but a brazen display of money and muscle power to buy votes, which in the end maligns the aura of DU. Paper wastage has to be stopped. We want a clean and green campus. E-election campaigns and the Election Commission have been making progress in eradacting this practice.



Marya III, B.A., Miranda House, New DelHI It is really saddening that despite the warnings by the Election Commission, the political parties are unaffected. They are still littering the ground and spoiling the walls with posters. The use of paper should be minimised so as to be eco-friendly. It’s high time the DU Students’ Union realised that student voters would rather have them adhere to their campaign promises than waste paper.



Kunwar Suryansh Kurb GRAduated 2017, Political Science (Honours), Hindu College, New Delhi Civic sense in India is already deplorable, but what makes it worse is the fact that those who are entrusted with the responsibility of correcting this — the youth, in the Delhi University Students’ Union election – indulge in grave violation of basic civic duties. Stacks of paper litter the streets. In the Internet age, the time is ripe to ponder over better alternatives through the use of technology. Paper wastage must be checked.



Ria Sethi II, Economics (Honours), SGTB Khalsa, Chandigarh A certain sense of disbelief and hopelessness engulfs you, as you walk through the campus roads buried under the boisterous display of campaigning paraphernalia. E-elections or not, a change needs to be brought in the ideology of the candidates wherein they need to focus on the issues that plague Delhi University instead of finding loopholes in the existing rules to vandalise the campus.



rated M.S. or M.Sc. Prizes and rewards: HRA, medical, and other allowances. Deadline: September 30 Application: Online http://www.b4s.in/edge/IF23



gional language. Diploma or degreeholders, proficient in English and regional language. Prizes and rewards: ₹1,999 to ₹31,000, consolation prize and participation certificates. Deadline: September 30 Application: Online as well as offline http://www.b4s.in/edge/NSE10



Eligibility:



scholarships) b



INSPIRE Fellowship



Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India, announces INSPIRE, each year, to attract students who wish to pursue doctoral degree in basic and applied sciences — engineering, medicine, agriculture, veterinary, pharmacy, and so on, Eligibility: First position holders in postgraduate degrees in Basic and applied sciences or graduate degree in engineering sciences, medical sciences, pharmaceutical sciences, agricultural sciences or veterinary sciences. INSPIRE scholar who has secured minimum 65% marks or 6.5/10 CGPA in aggregate at M.Sc. or Integ-



b



National Scholarship Exam



Pratibha Education Society, under the aegis of Government of India, is giving monetary aid to position baggers in the scholarship exam. The purpose is to identify and nurture talented students and prepare them by highlighting their strengths and weaknesses. Eligibility: Classes V - XII students with proficiency in English and re-



https://t.me/yk_info



The author is a student of St. Mary's College, California, USA.



Ministry of Labor and Employment Pre and Post-Matric Scholarship



b



Ministry of Labour and Employment, Government of India, is assisting wards of labourers or mine workers by providing monetary aid for them from class I to any professional degree course.



Wards of beedi workers and mine workers with family income not more than ₹10,000, and cine workers with family income not more than ₹8,000 p.m. Applicants must have cleared the qualifying examination in a single attempt and must be admitted for regular course. Prizes and rewards: ₹250 to ₹15,000 depending on the course undertaken. Deadline: September 30 Application: Online http://www.b4s.in/edge/MOL0 Courtesy: www.buddy4study.com
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my internship)



On cloud nine at CERN Every moment of the internship was much cherished... a dream come true



Name:



Dinika Saxena Place of internship:



Conseil Européen pour la Recherche Nucléaire (CERN) Duration:



Two months College:



Shaheed Rajguru College of Applied Sciences for Women



Burning at a scorching 40°C, I was sitting in my office, close to the border of Switzerland and France — countries where inhabitants are accustomed to doing things that helps their spirit dance with nature. And yet, I was tucked away in the confines of an empty building. I was constantly wondering how I ended up getting an internship at the world’s largest and most revered physics laboratory — CERN (Conseil Européen pour la Recherche Nucléaire — a European organisation for nuclear research). Rather than trusting my credentials and believing that I truly deserved to be there, I thought the selection committee had a terrible mix up while selecting me.



Dare to dream Maybe, it happened when a scientist from CERN came to talk about her experience as a nuclear physicist. Her words kindled my excitement. CERN sounded fascinating! Perhaps, it was the review paper that I wrote on quantum cryptography in my junior year at college. I read about CERN while researching on the topic and it led me to a posting for Openlab Summer Student Internship there. Maybe, I had a chance to intern there. After all, I had worked on a project on data visualisation using Java, and built a humble version of a private cloud in my sophomore year. Also, I worked as an intern for about two years. I studied concepts and theories outside my curriculum. Rejections from internships at MSU and Alberta International were a reminder that I wasn’t a genius worthy of



: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
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I loved every moment of it and I am going there again — this time, for a year, to work on another project.



VIDEO CAFE



such a mighty organisation’s interest. I may not have much to boast about, but I never fail to try. It was just two days before the deadline that I answered those hauntingly introspective questions on the application form. I had no qualifications to embellish my answers with trendy tech words but I had to try because I owed it to my deep reverence for CERN. On April 12, 2016, I received an acceptance email from CERN. I had been selected to work on a project on Visualisation of Cloud Resources at CERN. I was beyond happy. Amid the turbulent tornado of self-doubts, I stood on stage at CERN to give a presentation and won the second prize. As to how my internship experience was — it included fine food, fancy cars, incessant dancing, extraordinary people, lively parties, amazing and generous supervisors, diverse workplace, breathtaking views, and free visits to Zurich and Lausanne. I loved every moment of it and I am going there again — this time, for a year, to work on another project. The selection committee could not be wrong twice in a row, right? Dinika Saxena is a student from Shaheed Rajguru College of Applied Sciences for Women, University of Delhi, and will be pursuing a technical project for a year at CERN. Courtesy: internshala.com



b



Millennials are those who are born between the early 1980s and the early 2000s. They are narcissistic, entitled, self-interested, and unfocused; or so we assume. It is no surprise then that even companies where the millennials spend a large part of their life, hardly understand them. British/American author and motivational speaker Simon Sinek sets the record straight in this video where he answers the “millennial question”. He gives his perspective on the misunderstood demographic and why corporates are failing to help them. In the video, which was originally recorded as an inteview with Tom Bilyeu on Inside Quest, Sinek goes on to explain the different factors that make the millennials who they are: parenting, technology, impatience, and environment. He calls the millennials victims of these factors and points that it is the responsibility of the corporates to look beyond shortterm gains and invest in the long-term development of the millennials. (https://youtu.be/vudaAYx2IcE)



The Science Behind Mayweather vs. McGregor In this short video, ESPN Sport Science explains the science behind the power and tactics of the famous UFC boxing rivals — Conor McGregor and Floyd Mayweather. McGregor’s strength lies in his brute force that takes root in his technique. Using his backfoot as a fulcrum, he lunges himself at his opponent with 845-pound force. That’s similar to a big sledgehammer being swung at a speed of 20mph. This punch may not be effective if it does not land on the opponent. That’s where Mayweather’s strength lies. Using his trademark Pull Counter move, not only does he dodge a punch effectively, but also lands a strike faster than a viper snake. (https://youtu.be/ orr8JffO7a0)
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Let go of those handlebars!



Patience is the key



College life is about �nding those new, interesting challenges, each of which not only leads to your growth, but also tests your limits.



Ready to invest? Approach the game with a long-term mindset



usha raman



Last fortnight, I wrote about how we need to move out of our comfort zone if we wish to challenge ourselves and uncover different aspects of our personality. By and large, challenge is a good thing; as I said earlier, it forces us to think differently and sometimes build new relationships and go into new territory. But there’s also a fine line between taking up challenges in order to grow, and doing it for…well, just for the thrill of taking up a challenge.



Calculated risks Now don’t get me wrong. There are situations where the thrill can be completely worth it. Such as bungee jumping, mountain climbing, or sky diving (I have not tried any of these, so can’t say for sure). Or, closer to the ground, maybe riding a bicycle downhill just to feel the wind in your hair (which I have done and can say is totally worth it). But just as with everything else, challenging yourself is good — to a point. There is a difference between pushing yourself to do something different in order to learn something either about yourself or the situation you are trying to understand, and pushing yourself for no particular reason other than to test your limits. Parents are told to let young children run around and take risks on the playground to learn for themselves what they can and cannot do. Yet the same parents also set boundaries for such risk-taking by making sure the playground equipment is not rusty and broken, that the surfaces are relatively smooth, and that the children are appropriately dressed. So even if the child falls or gets hurt, the injury is usually not too bad and in the process she



SATHEESH VELLINEZHI



backpacker’s guide)



has learned a little bit about how to handle her body and her surroundings. Life outside the playground doesn’t have such built-in safeguards and we have to discover those limits using a combination of intelligence, common sense, and intuition, and where possible, advice from people we can trust. Dislodging ourselves from a comfort zone for intellectual reasons or to help someone else is one thing, but doing it to test physical, emotional or psychological boundaries is a completely different ball game, and we have to be aware of the risks we might be taking when experimenting with ourselves. College life in many ways is about finding those new, interesting challenges, on all fronts, and choosing the ones that actually make you gain something in each one. Making friends with people from vastly different backgrounds, opening your mind to different points of view and empathising with a range of experiences can unsettle you emotionally and psychologically but also leads to growth. If it’s your first time away from home, so having the independence to set — and break — your own boundaries is another challenge, and often it takes a while before you



find ways to use that freedom productively. Experimentation and risktaking are par for the course, with hurt and disappointment experienced just as often — if not more — than joy and satisfaction. You’ll find yourself in situations where you’re being encouraged— even pushed — by peers to do things and engage in experiences that you are not entirely comfortable with. We sometimes give in to that pressure not because of some innate curiosity but simply because we don’t want to lose those new friendships and group memberships. And that can be a slippery slope. This is where it helps to develop your own ability to think things through, to recognise challenges that will help you learn, even if you fail, and those that may serve no productive purpose on any level. This doesn’t mean you avoid all challenges that may be considered trivial. It’s necessary to do things just for fun, too, but it’s important to be sensible about it. We need to develop our own sensors that can tell us when the risk is going to lead to a bad injury, and when it’s only going to lead to some minor scratches that will heal quickly. So if you are going to be speeding down that hill on a bike and have the impulse to let go of the handlebars, make sure you’re wearing a helmet, keep your eyes open, and have a first-aid kit handy! The author teaches at the University of Hyderabad and edits Teacher Plus. [email protected]



money matters) venkatesh varadachari



Over the last few columns, we have been preparing ourselves to start investing. We have checked the boxes regarding documentation and other procedural work. Today, we will answer some of the common questions investing neophytes have. How long should I invest? Investing is really for the long haul. When you plant a sapling, you do not expect it to immediately grow and bear fruits. Likewise, approach the game of investing with a long-term mindset. Long-term here is at least five years. What to do if you need the money suddenly? Here is what you do. Set aside a portion of your allowance or stipend or salary that you will not touch for at least five years. If this is a very small amount of money, so be it. That “time” in the market is super important. Over time, from such tiny acorns, mighty oak trees of wealth will grow and reward you financially. Patience is the name of the game here. What should I buy? There are so many stocks. What should I buy? Basically, you want to fill your financial shopping cart with good investments. When you go to a super market or even a Levis showroom, the choices are confusing and at times overwhelming. The same is the case with investment products. Here is how to go about making solid investment decisions, as you learn the craft of investing. You should not try to do a Virendar Sehwag, without learning the unspoken



rules of the games. You will do a Rahul Dravid by playing strokes that give you decent runs while minimising the risk. As you gain experience in investing, you can morph into a Sehwag or Kohli or an AB de Villiers. But when you start out, it is important to be a steady player. Index funds are the Rahul Dravids of the investing world. These are just one type of mutual funds. In case you have forgotten what a mutual fund is, read up on my previous columns in this series. Index funds invest in large, established companies in the stock market. The fund is diversified across a large number of stocks, and more importantly, the fee paid to the company is really low. Why is this important? It is because the fee comes out of your pocket. You want to minimise this. The management fee is deducted every year and is not a one-time expense. Index funds make sure that you are not charged high fees. Where from to buy this Index fund? I don’t know any broker or an agent. As a motivated reader of this column, you do not need a broker or an agent. Go to the website of the top mutual funds in the country (check out the top three or four fund houses) and search for “index fund” AND “Direct Plan”. A “Direct Plan” lets you invest directly without the help of any intermediary like an agent or a broker. Once again, by going direct, you avoid paying commission to the broker/agent. In the next column, we will explore how to move further in our investing journey. Till then, happy investing.



know your English) S. UPENDRAN



What is the meaning and origin of ‘start from scratch’? (K Rajender, Gulbarga) “Let’s start at the very beginning, a very good place to start.” This is the opening line of the famous song ‘Do Re Mi’ from the movie The Sound of Music. It more or less sums up the meaning of the expression. When you ‘start from scratch’, you make a fresh or a new start; you create something new. If, after reading your report, your boss tells you to start from scratch, what he wants CM YK



How is the word ‘myriad’ pronounced? (TN Vijaya, Tirupathi)



The ‘y’ and ‘i’ are pronounced like the ‘i’ in ‘bit’, ‘sit’ and ‘kit’, and



the ‘a’ is like the ‘a’ in ‘china’. The word is pronounced ‘MI-ri-ed- with the stress on the first syllable. It comes from the Greek ‘murias’ meaning ‘ten thousand’. Nowadays, the word is used both as an adjective and a noun to mean ‘countless’ or ‘very large number’. It is mostly limited to formal contexts. When we moved into this house, we had myriad problems. There are myriads of English medium schools in the city. What is the difference between ‘adjacent’ and ‘adjoining’? (A Jadeja, Pune)



Some people use the two words interchangeably, but careful users of the language maintain a subtle distinction between them. Two houses that are adjacent to each other could



Spatika Narayanan



With placement season under way, it’s time to brush up on happenings around the world to ace those group discussions. Here are three news and news aggregator apps that present news in a different way — bite-sized, easy to digest, and even fun!



Quartz What if someone could just text you the news? You could have a conversation with the ‘news’ if you choose to — with a few simple emoji or GIFs. This is precisely what Quartz does, using a chat messaging interface to get you your daily news fix. With each story that appears on your feed, you get a couple of lines of info. You can then either choose to move on to the next story, or know more. And that’s about it — the app isn’t cluttered with overwhelming features, making it a nice change of pace. Quartz is available both on the Apple App store as well as the Google Play Store. (http://bit.ly/2enFYxd)



Inshorts This app has long been a favourite of the mobile millennial generation since its introduction in 2013. The USP of this homegrown app (the company is Delhi-based) is that it consolidates and summarises any and all content — stories, infographics, videos, blogs — from a variety of sources, in 60 words or less. You can personalise your feed according to your interests — politics, entertainment, business, technology, world, sports, and more. There is also a dedicated video and photo gallery section. Inshorts is available on both the App Store and Google Play Store. (http://bit.ly/2h3dJbz)



Pocket This app is for those situations when you see an interesting article, but don’t have the time or battery life to check it out immediately. This app can be used across all your devices — computers, phones (both iOS and Android) and tablets — even without an Internet connection. On your browser, simply click the Pocket icon on the toolbar to save. The link is then immediately available wherever you’re signed in to Pocket. You can also save to Pocket within apps like Facebook and Twitter. (http:// bit.ly/2h3N6ja)



The writer is an alumnus of IIM Bangalore and co-founder, Money Wizards. [email protected]



Start at the very beginning you to do is to rewrite it. He wants you to discard the first draft and start afresh. He wants something new, something better. Our clients didn’t like any of our ideas. So we had to discard everything and start from scratch. Geetha is not interested in running her father’s company. She wants to build her own from scratch. According to most scholars, the expression comes from the world of sports. The word ‘scratch’ refers to the starting line of any race. In the old days, this line was scratched on the ground — a stick or stone was used to draw it.



Madhumitha Srinivasan



The Millennial Question



::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::



EAR SHOT be next to each other or near each other. They are side by side, but are not touching each other. ‘Adjoining’, on the other hand, suggests that the two houses are ‘joined’; they touch each other. For example, when you say Andhra Pradesh adjoins Odisha, what you are suggesting is that the two States have a common border. One usually talks about something being ‘adjacent to’ something. ‘To’ is not used in the case of ‘adjoin’. Amrit wants the study to be adjacent to the balcony. Ganesh lives in a huge house adjoining the famous golf course. Is ‘agenda’ followed by a singular or plural verb? (S. Natrajan, Chennai)



considered to be the plural form of the Latin ‘agendum’. It was, therefore, always followed by a plural verb. But times have changed; ‘agenda’ is now considered to be a singular noun - it is always followed by a singular verb. The plural form is ‘agendas’. The agenda for tomorrow’s meeting hasn’t been sent as yet. The agendas are being prepared by my boss.



ASHOK RAJAGOPALAN



***** It seems like everyone’s got an agenda, and the agenda seems to be selling magazines or air time with sensational stories. — Scott Weiland



https://t.me/yk_info There was a time when ‘agenda’, meaning ‘things to be done’, was



The author teaches at the English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad. [email protected]
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postcard from.. Paris)



My College Years) b



Internet is your blackboard



Spatika Narayanan



Krishnamachari Srikkanth, or Kris as he is commonly known, has had an illustrious career as a cricketer. One of the key members of the World Cup-winning Indian team in 1983, he had later served as India’s captain, coach, commentator, and cricket analyst. Srikkanth is now primarily involved in the education space through his company AA Edutech, which is engaged in teaching mathematics, science, English and softskills to school children “through the language of cricket”. Not as well-known is the fact that before his cricketing journey began in earnest, Srikkanth was an engineer. Excerpts from an interview.



Balancing cricket



college



‘Strive to be an all-rounder in life’ Krishnamachari Srikkanth discusses his passion for cricket, ambition for engineering, and balancing both during his time at college



and



I was very clear that I wouldn’t play cricket during exam time, and starting from one month before the semester exams. I ensured that I was at college as much as possible. Of course, I used to go on tours here and there. I was probably in my third year of engineering when I was appointed the captain of the all-India under-19 team. That was a turning point in my life.



In my third year, I played for the Ranji Trophy, in my fourth year I played for South Zone, and by the time I was in the final year of engineering, I was on the verge of playing for India. I still didn’t want to compromise my engineering education. In those days, cricket was not exactly a wellpaying profession; so for me, it was still only a passion. My fourth year of engineering was when my family and I realised that I could have a chance at playing for the na-



tional team. Applying cricket



For medical warriors IISM o�ers an o�beat degree course in �tness, and two fellowships for medical practitioners Chitradeepa Anantharam



With over three decades of experience in sports medicine, sports physician Dr. Kannan Pugazhendi has launched the Indian Institute of Sports Medicine (IISM). “Our country has set high goals to conquer the Olympic gold, focusing on sportspersons and coaches, but the concept of sports medicine is yet to take centrestage,” he says. IISM will aim to create overall awareness, provide high quality education, offer training and enable research in the field of sports medicine. There are two fellowships for medical professionals — Fellowship in Fitness Medicine & Lifestyle Diseases Management, and Fellowship in Sports Medicine & Sports Rehabilitation. “While sports medicine specialists will work with athletes, sportspersons, dancers and martial arts exponents, the fitness medicine specialists will be trained to handle diseases. They will be in the mainstream, but manage diseases by way of prescribing appropriate exercises with minimal pharmaceutical interventions,” says Dr. Pugazhendi. IISM also offers a three-year bachelor’s degree course — B.Sc in Fitness and Lifestyle Modification. “This is an offbeat course where the focus will be on practical learning. Each year, participants will be introduced to any one of the Indian dance forms, yoga and Indian martial arts.” Students who undergo this course will be deployed as trainers, who can also work as martial arts or yoga instructors. Eligibility ● Fellowship in Fitness Medicine & Lifestyle Diseases Management: MBBS degree holders. No age limit. ● Fellowship in Sports Medicine & Sports Rehabilitation: MBBS degree holders who are sportspersons themselves and passionate about sports. No age limit. ● B.Sc. in Fitness and Lifestyle Modification: Plus Two science stream, preferably with some knowledge in dance forms or martial arts. Age limit: 35 years Overseas applicants can also apply for fellowships, but have to fulfil the Medical Council of India requirements. For more details, email [email protected] or [email protected] or visit iism-edu.com



engineering



to



Course:



relieved at the realisation that extra money would not have to be spent on expensive course textbooks. Rather than carrying around heavy textbooks in a backpack all day, only the weight of the laptop has to be borne. This is a definite advantage considering how much people walk and use public transport in Europe. The diversity in reading material provided mainly through technology marks an important difference in the European approach to higher education, in comparison to those in India. The emphasis on consistently utilising both traditional and digital forms of resources to broaden one’s perspectives is markedly different from the spoon-feeding culture that one becomes used to in the Indian educational system, where memorising prescribing textbooks is the norm. Internet access and Wi-Fi connections were requisite facilities everywhere on the Sciences Po campus, enabling access to academic resources at any time. While libraries remain important sources of in-



Master’s in Human Rights and Humanitarian Action College:



Sciences Po, Paris



formation and an integral area of investment, online catalogues providing access to research papers and articles from all over the world are also treated as indispensable. Even ageing professors who visibly stumbled over classroom gadgets provided their students with lengthy reading lists of both digital as well as traditional resources. This underscores the underlying motto of western universities, which is, the more you read and discover on your own, the more you grow as an academic and an individual. This was the case at Sciences Po, as I learned more about the unique field that I was specialising in, and grew as an individual who could undertake substantial academic tasks on my own. Ankitha Cheerakathil graduated in master’s in human rights and humanitarian action from Sciences Po, Paris, in 2016.



A geography lesson comes alive, thanks to Twitter b



Husien Dohadwalla



Gone are the days when education meant spending six or more hours of the day in a classroom, traditionally equipped with a blackboard, some chalks, benches, textbooks, and ink pens. The 21st century Indian school is the product of a technologically evolving education system, where digital facilities coupled with tech-savvy teachers help students explore beyond the four walls of their classroom. To further illustrate what I mean, let me tell you about a short activity that we recently conducted as part of the class VIII science curriculum. Teachers and students from India collaborated with those in South Korea to explore, identify, and understand the different types of soils used for plantation in the East Asian geography. By using the social media platform Twitter, teachers in South Korea shared their data and interacted with students in the Indian classroom, paving the way for an experiential and interactive learning practice over a three-week period. Students not only understood the scientific composition and geographical differences between the soils in India and South Korea, but also learned how to convey their thoughts in a crisp manner to fit the 140-character limit of Twitter. Furthermore, as kids were very curious about the data gathering



save the date) JIPMER M.D./M.S. Entrance



b



Computer-Based Test (Online, MCQs) Date: November 19 (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) Centres: Include Chennai, Thiruvananthapuram, Puducherry, Bengaluru, Mumbai, New Delhi, Ahmedabad, Vijayawada, Bhubaneswar and Kolkata Eligibility: MBBS with 55% marks; completion of rotating internship/12month practical training Mode:



Registration Deadline: R. RAVINDRAN



When I was playing for the Ranji Trophy, almost my entire class came to cheer for me at the Chepauk stadium. Greats like Srinivas Venkatraghavan and E.A.S. Prasanna too were playing that day. Venkatraghavan is also from my college; he was amazed by the kind of support I got from my class. Awed, he told me, “When I started playing, nobody from



You need to have a definitive goal in life. Work with positive energy, passion, and most importantly, try and be an achiever. Everyone is an engineer today, given the framework of our education system. Getting marks isn’t an issue. But if you want to thrive in this competitive world, you need soft-skills and you need to work on personality development. You have to be an all-rounder in life.



Ankitha Cheerakathil



Breaking barriers, virtually



Open now Octo-



ber 20, 5 p.m. Application fee:



₹1,500 (for



SC/ST ₹1,200)



Mobile generation: Technologically evolving education system.



methodologies used by the South Korean school, we conducted a Skype call so that students could exchange information about the procedure of the experiment. This was our first rendezvous with social media in a classroom. The practice caught on quickly in other classes, due to the general popularity of social media among students and its efficiency in



Counselling Starts:



Decem-



ber 13 ₹15,960 (hostel charges extra) www.jipmer.puducherry. gov.in b Medical Admission at SCTIMST Course fees:



Institution: Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences & Technology, Thiruvananthapuram Courses: M.D., M.Ch., postdoctoral certificate course, post-doctoral fellowships, Ph.D., P.G. diploma in paramedical and speciality nursing, advanced certificate programme in physiotherapy Stipend: Available for all programmes Online application deadline:



b



bridging gaps between theoretical concepts and practical application. In this way, the inclusion of social media in classrooms had not only exposed students in India to newer cultures, but had also diminished distance barriers drastically, allowing learning to become more engaging as well as student-centric.



Easy replication



NMAT-2017



From October 5 to December 18 Registration Deadline: October 3 Centres: Across the country including Chennai, Kochi, Tiruchi, Vellore, Vizag, Vijayawada, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Manipal, Mysore, Delhi, Mumbai, Lucknow, Varanasi, Patna, Ranchi, Pune and Kolkata Registration fee: ₹1,800 plus taxes Test Structure: Three sections — Language Skills (32 questions, 22 minutes), Quantitative Skills (48 questions, 60 minutes), Logical Reasoning (40 questions, 38 minutes) Results: Third week of January Scorecard available: From Date:



October 5 www.sctimist.ac.in



Such practices can be replicated and implemented in schools across the country, since they require minimal investments to facilitate projectors, computer laboratories, and Internet facilities. While most schools are equipped with basic computer lab facilities, one of the fundamental challenges they face is familiarising teachers with technology. Thus, having an expert or a



March 31, online www.nmat.org.in b JGEEBILS For research in biology and interdisciplinary life sciences in 19 leading scientific research institutes in the country. Date: December 10 Centres: Include Chennai, Cochin, Bengaluru, Madurai, Mangalore, Hyderabad, Mumbai, Delhi, Visakhapatanam and Kolkata. Application fee: ₹600 (for male applicants), ₹100 (for female applicants) Application deadline: October 12 Programmes: Ph.D., integrated M.Sc.-Ph.D., M.Sc. by research, M.Sc. Neuroscience www.ncbs.res.in/admissions.html



https://t.me/yk_info



On or before November 30



Merit list publication:



CM YK



Memorable moments



Name:



e-learning)



Online Registration:



Practical learning: A martial arts session.



Advice to students



pend on cricket for my living.



I always believed that engineering helped me a lot and in many ways. My style of playing had a bit of science behind it. Engineering would help me decide when to (and when not to) take a calculated risk. But the most important thing it gave me was the confidence that if not cricket, I still had engineering. I always knew that I didn’t have to de-



courses)



b



college came to cheer for me, but so many people are here for you!” Some of my closest friends today are those I made in school and college. I never thought of myself as a celebrity. I knew that I could be dropped from the team at any time. I also knew that if something went wrong with cricket, engineering was always there as a fallback. What I am today is only because of cricket.



Academics has become a digital enterprise. Everything from the prescribed syllabus to classroom notes can now be found online. This was the case when I was pursuing my bachelor’s degree at Delhi University. But the degree to which technology has taken over classrooms in the West struck me when I joined The Paris School of International Affairs (PSIA), Sciences Po in France, for my master’s in human rights and humanitarian action. I discovered there that PowerPoint presentations are considered a requisite for all lectures delivered by professors. But PPTs are child’s play, compared to operating some of the equipment in classrooms, including the projector and screens. I struggled and stumbled quite a bit while trying to operate the touchscreen classroom boards on the campus. Funnily enough, an American professor also cursed the touchscreen board regularly… especially when he invariably lost the content he had written on the board after accidentally pressing some button or the other. Another professor devoted an entire page of his personal website to parodying PPTs. One can safely conclude that the rapid transformation of the luxurious Western classroom into a gadget store is contentious for both professors and students. Nevertheless, I was quite



SANDEEP SAXENA



I studied electrical engineering at the College of Engineering, Guindy. I come from a typical south Indian background; so for my family, the focus was on studies. I always wanted to be an engineer; that was my primary ambition. Cricket was my passion from childhood, and later on, it became my profession. I did play for the Tamil Nadu state team while I was in college, but the focus was on studies; cricket was just for fun. I didn’t aspire to be a cricketer at that time.



V. GANESAN



College and course



Diversity in reading material and digitisation of education at Sciences Po, paves the way for academic growth



Compiled by Gopakumar Karakonam



technological co-ordinator for teacher orientation can elevate the quality of education to meet global standards, with group-based social media modules for peer learning, social media-enabled feedback mechanisms and student collaboration across geographies and borders. Social media has its own sets of pros and cons. However, in the field of education, social media has more advantages than disadvantages, provided there are necessary measures to prevent student abuse, such as e-mail tethered Internet surfing, blocking of irrelevant or abusive websites and installation of cybersecurity software. Helping students understand the right and the wrong ways of using social media can not only throw open a new gamut of learning for their holistic growth, but also guard them against cyber crimes and e-bullying. Additionally, such practices can help students become aware about global issues, national problems and updates about the fields of their interest, so that they are able to pursue their hobbies, careers and professions as sharper netizens and responsible citizens belonging to a smarter India. Husien Dohadwalla is the Academic Director for middle, secondary and high school at the Fazlani L’Academie Globale, Mumbai.



Canadian MBA fair Twelve of Canada’s leading business schools will showcase MBA opportunities during the EduCanada MBA Showcase Tour from September 17 to 25 across major cities in India. This visit by universities is part of their multi-city MBA tour which will cover the cities of Delhi, Hyderabad, Bengaluru, Chennai and Mumbai. This is the fourth edition of the Canadian MBA fair organised by the High Commission of Canada in India in association with the Indo-Canadian Business Chamber (ICBC). The EduCanada MBA Showcase Tour will provide



an excellent opportunity for young professionals, entrepreneurs and students aspiring for a foreign management degree to meet with representatives of Canadian institutions and learn about Canadian MBA programmes. During the course of each event, attendees can take part in interactive sessions on a range of subjects such as admissions, visa procedures, and career opportunities. Participation is free but registration is mandatory. To register, visit: www.educanadaevents.in or send an email to [email protected] ND-X
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offbeat...art curation)



in brief)



Get set, curate For those with a penchant for interpreting art and a fascination for history, the course o�ers a plethora of opportunities b



SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



Interactive session: With artist Bose Krishnamachari; (below) A visit to artist Reena Kallat’s studio.



Madhumitha Srinivasan



With dialogues on the importance of cultural institutions and spaces on the rise, the spotlight shifts to the experts in the field of art management. With massive, valuable collections in the storehouses of private and government cultural institutions, there is a need-gap for professionals who can revitalise the spaces and initiate thoughtful programmes that draw the public. “There is now recognition of the importance of museums. With both the government and private individuals as well as corporates building new art institutions and museums, educational institutions and galleries, art studies are becoming more popular as viable career options. The demand for professionals in this field is definitely increasing. The need and number of independent curators is also growing,” says Tasneem Zakaria Mehta, museum director of Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Mumbai City Museum. Backed by the awareness about the need for professionals in art management, the museum offers a graduate diploma in modern and contemporary Indian art and curatorial studies. Mehta explains the need for the course and its relevance. Most of the courses currently offered by institutions across India take a bird’s eye view of art history starting from the ancient period, which does not give students enough time and scope to explore the modern and contemporary period. If India is to engage on its own terms with the modern world, it is necessary



Eligibility



Anyone with a college graduate degree, who is interested in learning about art interpretation, history and curatorial practices, but may not have been able to pursue a formal education in the field, can opt for this course. This is a one-year theoretical course. The classes are conducted over weekends so that working professionals too can enrol. Course content



The course covers the theoretical and critical study of the history of Indian art from 1850 to the present. It enables students to understand Indian art in the broader context of Indian history, sociology, politics, gender and cultural studies. Renowned faculty from universities such as Jawaharlal Nehru University in Delhi, Ma::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::



The museum o�ers a graduate diploma in modern and contemporary Indian art and curatorial studies. haraja Sayajirao University, Baroda, Shanti Niketan in Kolkata, Chitrakala Parishad, Bengaluru, besides independent curators, scholars and international practitioners are invited to teach the course, giving students a chance to learn from and interact with the best in the field. The curatorial modules engage with concepts associated with new curatorial practices taught by some of the foremost current curators, as well



as provide students with hands-on exhibition experience using the museum as a resource. Practical learning The students are introduced to contemporary artists and their practice through regular weekend gallery and artists’ studio visits. This format gives students an insight into the technique and thinking of some of the most engaging artists and curators of their time. Students are required to prepare a portfolio with their impressions, views, and so on, of the current art practices that they are exposed to. In addition to the regular lectures, the students have the advantage of being present at the museum, observing behind-the-scenes management and curatorial practices, and gaining hands-on experience of exhibition curation, installation, and management. The next step The course will enable students to seek avenues of employment as independent curators, exhibition managers, museum curators, art historians, conservators, art critics, art writers, art educators, and arts managers. For many, it also provides an opportunity for making informed decisions about collecting and investing in art. Some of the alumni from the course have also applied for jobs at the BDL Museum. and some now work at the museum in different capacities as curatorial assistants, consultants and docents. While some have gone abroad for further study, yet others have started their own art businesses or have become consultants.



Eureka Prize Madhu Bhaskaran, Associate Professor at RMIT University, Melbourne, won the Macquarie University Eureka Prize for Outstanding Early Career Researcher. Her research was in the field of bio-compatible electronic devices. This award is considered the Oscars of Australian science.



Certi�cate in education The University of Nottingham (UoN) in partnership with the TISB Training Academy recently launched the Postgraduate Certificate in Education (International) for teacher education. An MoA was signed between the two institutions in March to introduce the PGCEi in South Asia. The course starts in December 2017.



Swacchta Award In recognition of IIT Hyderabad’s role in uplifting villages under the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan initiative, the MHRD presented them with the Swacchta Award recently. IIT Hyderabad, under the guidance of Prof. Shashidhar, adopted five villages in Medak.



initiative)



in focus)



From trash to cash



Not a NEET move The mandatory implementation of NEET sparked o� protests across the country. Students voice their dissent



Students from Sandip Polytechnic have come up with an e�ective way to get the community to participate in waste disposal b



Spatika Narayanan



Neha Rupeja



Waste management is becoming a serious concern for many nations; we are producing waste at rates faster than we know what to do with it. Of course, the first step of waste management should be getting it off the roads and into the dumpsters. With this, and PM Narendra Modi’s call to action through the Swachh Bharat (Clean India) Mission, in mind, five students from Sandip Polytechnic came up with a way to incentivise waste disposal and make India’s streets litter-free.



Out of control The situation went out of control when thousands of students were robbed of their aim of studying medical science from good government universities because of their inability to score in NEET, even after fetching exemplary marks in their class XII board exams. They couldn’t score in NEET as the examination is said to be based on the curriculum of Central Board of School Examination (CBSE). The suicide of 17-year-old medical aspirant Anita is an example of the anguish of Indian students who have fallen prey to the education System. A topper in school, Anitha had set her goals on top medical universities of India until NEET was implemented. Several students protest against the Supreme Court verdict. Honeyshaya Raj from Miranda House, a member of the protest held at Delhi University, said, “NEET will we a dampener on the dreams of many students as not all of them have the economic means to spend lakhs on NEET coaching classes. The current level of state board education is inefficient for the students of Tamil Nadu to appear for NEET.” On being asked if implementation of CBSE will solve the matter, she said, “CBSE is an urban elite board that is unaffordable for students around the na-



ASWIN RAJ S.



The mandatory implementation of National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) in all states of India, led to extreme outrage in Tamil Nadu due to the Supreme Court’s verdict of making NEET binding to the state despite unremitting disapproval from the state government that demanded an exemption from this educational reform.



Diverse students: Need for a system overhaul? : ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::



Lack of transparency in NEET and an absence of a fair selection criterion have resulted in the dwindling trust of thousands of medical aspirants. tion except for those in cities such as Delhi and Hyderabad. The failing infrastructure and lacking education make it necessary for the government to think about every student of this nation.” However, other protesters are not against the imposition of NEET. According to Mohan Prasad JS, pursuing B.Com (H) from SRCC, “The fight is not against NEET but its sudden imposition. The government should work towards equality before expansion. Equal opportunities of quality education should be provided to students at the school level before the implementation of NEET in



admissions) Executive Diploma in Human Resource Management



b



Institution: XLRI



- Xavier School of Management Duration: 16 months Commences: January 15, 2018 Deadline: October 10 Email:



[email protected] http://acad.xlri.ac.in/ edhrm/ b Postgraduate Diploma in Management



CM YK



Tamil Nadu.” He further believes that a demand across the nation is to organise a common educational board for all states for the successful implementation of NEET. “The central government should work in cognisance with the state government instead of the reckless imposition of laws in an important field of education where thousands of careers are at stake.” Arun Oly, a student of Bhartiya Vidhya Bhawan, Tamil Nadu, said, “There is a reason why education is under the concurrent list. Every state has its own challenges to face and therefore, the method of evaluating diverse students with a single yardstick is inappropriate.” Lack of transparency in NEET and an absence of a fair selection criterion have resulted in the dwindling trust of thousands of medical aspirants.



Risk management certi�cate IFIM Business School Duration: 2 years Commences: July 2018 Deadline: January 31, 2018 www.IFIMBSchool.com b MBAs and Postgraduate Diploma in Management Institution:



Indian Institute of Management Technology Duration: 2 years Commences: June 2018 Deadline: November 24 www.imt.edu Institution:



The Geneva Graduate School of Governance (GGSG) and the Global Risk Management Institute (GRMI) signed a strategic partnership agreement recently. The alliance would entail knowledge-sharing, exchange programmes for students, and exchange of faculty. The Postgraduate Certificate in Risk



Management (PGCRM) will be jointly issued by GRMI and GGSG. The curriculum with 13 specialised segments covers end-to-end fundamentals of risk management across multiple industry verticals such as finance, manufacturing, banking, retail, hospitality, operational, compliance and credit. PGCRM students would have the option to pursue a seven to 10-week programme in advanced risk management or a master’s in risk management with GGSG. For more details, visit www.grm.institute.



Elegant solution Their premise is simple yet effective — throw your garbage into their smart dustbins, instead of just around it, and get rewarded with coupons and/or cash. They named their product KRRYP GarbageATM. “KRRYP expands to our initials — Krithika, Rahul, Rushikesh, Yash and Praksh,” says Yash Gupta, one of the team members. The students devised and worked on the project while pursuing their diplomas in electrical engineering, which they recently completed. It took the students about seven months to implement the prototype, while balancing their studies. Their time spent on the project was not without struggle. “We had to do a lot of complex coding for this project. Also, equipment with good accuracy wasn’t easily available in Maharashtra,” says team member Prakash Son-



internship) Data generation intern at Fractal Analytics



b



Category: Software Location: Bengaluru Stipend: ₹ 10,000/month Who can apply: All students



http://bit.ly/ Twenty19TH858



SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



b



to have this larger understanding. The course was begun in response to this lacuna.



Product prototype: Towards a clean India.



awane. Rushikesh Kasar, his teammate, explains the working of the smart dustbin. You get rewarded not only for trash disposed, but also based on your general knowledge (GK). “Our system consists of two bins – A and B, an LCD display screen and an RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) reader. Users will be given a card, which must be swiped first. They are then shown their details as read by the RFID reader. The screen displays a GK question, with two possible answers, A and B. The individual then chooses which bin to dump the garbage, based on what they think is the correct answer.”



intern at The Souled Store



Marketing Work from home 1,500₹ ₹ 10,000/month Who can apply: All students http://bit.ly/ Twenty19TH859 b Content Writer Intern at Category: Location: Stipend:



https://t.me/yk_info b



Business development



Yash continues, “Then, they will get points added to their card, based on amount of garbage disposed, and whether they answered correctly. They can use the points on their cards to recharge their phones or for other shopping purposes.” So far, the students have presented their GarbageATM prototype at various competitions in Maharashtra and Delhi, and have received a positive response. Says Rahul Patil, team member, “People are eagerly waiting for this project to be fully implemented so that they can earn something and dispose of their garbage properly at the same time. We are searching for sponsors to help us implement our



project in major Indian cities as early as possible.” So far, the students say, they have participated in 15 competitions in and around Maharashtra and won prizes at 12 of them. The team was placed third in the ‘Narsee Monjee Award for Best Project work done by Polytechnic Students in Maharashtra State’ category, at the International Society for Technology in Education Conference and Expo 2016. Rahul signs off, “We are planning for an improvement where it will separate different kinds of waste also. Soon you all will see our KRRYP GarbageATM at public places like railway station, bus stands, airport and so on.”



Digimyx



Panamon Technologies



Content writing/journalism Location: Kolkata Stipend: ₹ 4,000/month Who can apply: All students http://bit.ly/ Twenty19TH860 b Social Media Marketing intern at Category:



Category: Social media/SEO Location: Chennai Stipend: ₹ 10,000/month Who can apply: All students



http://bit.ly/ Twenty19TH861 Courtesy: www.twenty19.com



ND-X
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May 20, 2017 - links to two bank accounts. through which money was. allegedly routed to create. unrest in the Kashmir Valley,. drew a blank. The NIA is yet to ...
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Aug 7, 2017 - documents and identity. cards. Abdullah was himself. living with fake Aadhaar and. identity cards, police said. â€œOn preliminary ques- tioning, ...
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