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International Network for the History of Hospitals Newsletter No. 4, September 2000



SUPPORTED BY THE EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE AND HEALTH



Membership is free and further details are available from the Secretariat.



Aims of the Network The purpose of this Network is to promote studies related to the historical development of the hospital from its beginnings to the present day by providing an international forum for communication and discussion among scholars. The encouragement of collaborative research among its members will take the following forms: • • •



Editorial The Network is in its fourth confident year and is still growing. The membership now stands at about 160, with a wide and constantly expanding geographical spread. There is an increasing interest in the USA and in Eastern Europe including the Czech Republic. It is a pleasure to welcome a French representative to our Advisory Board, Professor François-Olivier Touati of the University of Paris XII.



•



A database of researchers and their projects compiled and updated electronically Regularly circulated updated membership lists An annual Newsletter to keep members informed of developments Conferences and workshops organised under the auspices of the Network



INHH on the WWW Information about the INHH and its work can be found at http://www.uea.ac.uk/his/wellcome/register.htm. The site contains information on registration and a form.



With one very successful conference at Norwich under our belts we are now preparing the Network’s second international meeting at Verona in April 2001 (see below for further details). We look forward to seeing you there. This number of the Newsletter also carries reports on conferences in Paris and Alzey and includes a Call for Papers for the forthcoming conference at Kalamazoo in Michigan.



Address for Secretariat Dr. Keir Waddington The School of History and Archaeology Cardiff University PO BOX 909 Cardiff CF1 3XU



The Network depends on YOU for information and publicity so please keep sending us news about your activities. We are very grateful to all those who contributed to this number of the INHH Newsletter and to Keir Waddington for production and layout.



Tel: +44 29 20876103 Fax: +44 29 20874929 E-mail: [email protected]



The Network is designed to put hospital history on the map. Newcomers to the field are especially welcome and we look forward to receiving your contributions in due course. Have you just started? Or finished a doctorate? Tell us about it!



Mr. Peregrine Horden (University of London) Prof. Alessandro Pastore (University of Verona) Dr. Carole Rawcliffe (University of East Anglia) Prof. John H Warner (Yale University) Dr. John Woodward (University of Sheffield) Prof. Colin Jones (University of Warwick) Prof. Joel Howell (University of Michigan, Ann Arbor) Prof. Alfons Labisch (University of Dusseldorf)



Convenors and Advisory Board Dr. John Henderson (University of Cambridge) Prof. Olwen Hufton (Merton College Oxford) Prof. Guenter Risse (University of California) Prof. Harm Beukers (University of Leiden) Prof. Anders Brändström (University of Umeå) Dr Linda Bryder (University of Auckland) Dr. Steven Cherry (University of East Anglia) Prof. François-Olivier Touati (University of Paris XII)
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Noticeboard INTERNATIONAL NETWORK FOR THE HISTORY OF HOSPITALS SECOND IHNN CONFERENCE



Saturday 21 April Session Four: The Hospital and the Community



“Hospitals and Health: The Balance Sheet”, Verona: 19-21 April 2001



- Alysa Levene (Cambridge), ‘Saving the innocents: Life and death in the Foundling Hospitals of London and Florence, 1714-1799’ - Graham Mooney (Wellcome Institute, London) and Andrea Tanner (Great Ormond Street Hospital, London), ‘Death on the wards: the impact of hospitals on local mortality levels in 19th -century London’ - Diego Ramiro (Madrid and Cambridge), ‘Mortality in hospitals and mortality in the city in 19th -century Spain’ - Marco Geddes da Filicaia (Genoa), ‘The Italian hospital system between past and future’



Provisional Programme Thursday 19 April Session One: Hospital Finance and Patronage - Matthew Sneider (Brown), ‘Hospital finance in 16th -century Bologna’ - Marina Garbellotti (Trento), ‘The Commune and the hospital: aspects of charity and welfare of the Commune of Verona, 17-18th centuries’ - Gunnar Stollberg and Ingo Tamm (Bielefeld), ‘Internal differentiation in German hospitals during the 19th century with special reference to Munich and Leipzig’ - John Welshman (Lancaster), ‘Inequalities in health, resource allocation and the early NHS: The Sheffield Regional Hospital Board, 1947-74’



For further information please contact Professor Alessandro Pastore Dipartimento di Discipline Storiche, Università degli Studi di Verona, Via S. Francesco 22, 37129 Verona, Italy Fax: 00 30 045 801 2888/8098595 E-Mail: [email protected]



Friday 20 April



On-Going Projects



Session Two: Urban and Rural Topographies - Max Satchell (Suffolk County Council Archaeology Service), ‘Towards a landscape history of the rural hospital in medieval England, 1100-1300’ - Christine Stevenson (Reading), ‘Prints “proper to shew to Gentelmen”: The representational topography of the 18th century British voluntary hospital’ - Sergio Onger (Brescia), ‘Hospitals in town and countryside: Brescia, 18th to 20th centuries’ - Annemarie Adams (McGill), ‘That was Then, This is Now. Hospital Architecture in the Age(s) of “Revolution”, 19702001’



Hospitals in Prague Dr. Petr Svobodny has published a number of articles about specialised health institutions, including foundling hospitals, and about the network of hospitals in Prague. Dr. Ludmila Hlavackova is an author and co-author of several publications on the history of hospitals in Prague. They both contributed items on Medical Faculties and their teaching hospitals to the History of the Charles University, Prague, vol. I-IV (Prague, 1995-1998). In 1999 Ludmila Hlavackova and Petr Svobodny published a book summarising the history of hospitals and health institutions in Prague from the Middle Ages until the present: Prazske spitaly a nemocnice (Prague Infirmaries and Hospitals), (Prague 1999). They are also authors of the recent article ‘Vznik a vyvoj novomestskeho nemocnicniho centra od konce 18. stoleti do soucasnosti (The Origin and Evolution of the New Town Prague Hospital Centre from the 18th Century until Today)’, Documenta Pragensia, XVII (1998), pp. 243259 (with a German summary).



Session Three: Hospitals and Health - Louise Gray (Wellcome Institute, London), ‘The role of hospitals in the lives of the chronically ill. Self-experience and capability amidst illness in the narratives of the rural poor in early modern Germany’ - Eric Gruber Von Arni (Army Medical Services Museum, Aldershot), ‘“Tempora mutantur et nos mutamur in iIlis”: The experience of sick and wounded soldiers and their families during the English civil war and Interregnum, 16421660’ - Flurin Condrau (Munich), ‘The institutional career of tuberculosis in Britain and Germany during the early 20th century’ - Martin Dinges (Institut fur Geschichte der Medezin der Robert Bosch Stuttgart), ‘Patients and homeopathic hospitals in 19th century Europe’



Dr. Hana Masova continues her research on the topic: "Network of hospitals in the First Czechoslovak Republic: reality and projects" (finishing this year), and pays particular attention to the public general hospitals in regional centres. She has written some articles about hospitals, social welfare institutions, reforms and reformers, and about health care laws that launched fundamental reorganization and
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Noticeboard INTERNATIONAL NETWORK FOR THE HISTORY OF HOSPITALS modernization of the Czechoslovak hospital system. Hana Masova and Petr Svobodny are also the authors of the paper “50 Years of Hospital Modernization (1888-1938): Austrian Legacy, Czechoslovak Challenge” given at the confere nce of



For further information contact:



the EAHMH in Almunécar, Spain, 2-5 Sept.1999.



Dr. Elsbeth Heaman Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine, 183 Euston Road, London, NW1 2BE



For further information contact



E-mail: [email protected]



Dr. Hana Másová Institute for the History of Medicine, First Medical Faculty, Charles University, Prague, Katerinska 32, CZ-121 08 Praha 2, Czech Republic



The Trojan Horse: The Biochemical Laboratory of the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh 1921–39



E-mail: [email protected]



Mike Barfoot, Chris Lawrence and Steve Sturd y



A History of St. Mary’s Medical School



The history of the biochemical laboratory of the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh 1921–39 may sound like an obscure subject and of academic or antiquarian interest only. In fact, the study of this institution promises to shed light on the structure of modern medical education. The biochemical laboratory was the Trojan horse by means of which the Rockefeller Foundation of New York sought to introduce American academic medicine into Edinburgh. In doing this, because of the huge numbers of graduates trained in Edinburgh, reformers expressed their desire to transform the practice of medicine throughout the British Empire.



Elsbeth Heaman The 150th anniversary of St Mary’s Hospital Medical School will be marked by a monograph-length history of the institution, written by E.A. Heaman, under the direction of Lara Marks. St Mary’s Hospital, the youngest of the London teaching hospitals, was founded in 1845 and opened its doors to patients in June 1851 with fifty beds. Clinical lectures were provided that first year, and a full curriculum of preclinical and clinical teaching was provided from 1854. For half a century, the school subsisted on student fees and the occasional bail-out from consultants and hospital governors. On the eve of World War I, its application to the Board of Education for state funds was successful, inaugurating a new era in medical-school financing. At the end of the War, fulltime academic clinical units were established in medicine and surgery. In the Pathology Department, from 1902, Sir Almroth Wright built up a large-scale research institute, funded through the sale of bacterial vaccines, and it was here that Sir Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin. The School expanded considerably after World War II, although the development of new specialisations and further academic units was hindered by a lack of beds until reconstruction during the 1980s. In 1988, St Mary’s Hospital Medical School merged with Imperial College of Science and Technology.



The laboratory was a joint endeavour between the Infirmary and the University. It was first set up in 1921 under the direction of Jonathan Meakins, the University’s Christison Professor of Therapeutics. When established, it was to have a dual function: conducting routine work for the clinical staff of the Infirmary, and providing Meakins and his assistants with the facilities for clinical research. The history of the routine work of the laboratory – which is fully recorded – proves to be a story almost in its own right. By the early twentieth century, biochemical urine analysis was a regular feature of clinical practice, in or out of hospital, most practitioners being able to carry out the simple procedures involved. But before about 1920, testing for chemicals in the blood was scarcely recognized – tests being time-consuming and requiring special apparatus. During the 1920s, however, both the laboratory records (held at the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh) and the clinical case notes (held in the Lothian Health Services Archives) show that Meakins and his successor were gradually able to make the lab indispensable in the management of various conditions. The introduction of insulin in 1923 particularly helped this move, as blood testing for sugar was presented as essential to sound practice. In this way, Edinburgh clinicians were gradually educated into the procedures and practices of academic medicine.



The history of St Mary’s Hospital Medical School will be situated firmly in its double context of the hospital and the university. In particular, we will trace the growth of research, which was scarcely in evidence in 1850, but has become one of the leading functions of medical schools . At the same time, we are concerned to identify both local and national pressures on the development of the teaching hospital in terms of the kinds of services provided and of research and teaching undertaken. The project will provide a new look at the hospital by situating it at the conjunction of social history and intellectual history.
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Noticeboard INTERNATIONAL NETWORK FOR THE HISTORY OF HOSPITALS Under Meakins’s direction the laboratory quickly developed into a site for clinical research of a distinctly academic kind. With grants from the Medical Research Council, full-time research fellows conducted research that was relatively remote from the immediate practical concerns of the Infirmary clinicians, and was not of a kind that those clinicians would themselves have had the time or the skills to pursue. Meakins and his collaborators concentrated chiefly on the application of physiological theories and techniques – measurement of basal metabolic rate, of blood gases, and of acid–base balance – to the elucidation of such conditions as nephritis, thyroid disorders and respiratory problems. In effect, Meakins’s laboratory served not so much as a means of promoting collaboration between clinicians and academics, but rather as a site at which academic scientists could gain access to clinical material for the pursuit of their own relatively abstract research programmes.



the University of Edinburgh, along with research assistant Helen Coyle, are in the second year of a Wellcome Trust project grant given for the reconstruction of this story.



CONFERENCE REPORT 1.The INHH’s First International Conference 'FROM LITURGY TO HOSPITAL IN HISTORY'



THERAPY:



THE



NORWICH, 12 -13 NOVEMBER 1999 The two-day conference on hospital history was held at the Great Hospital (1249 - 1999) and the University of East Anglia in Norwich. Marking the 750th anniversary of the Great Hospital, the event was a joint venture between the Wellcome Unit for the History of Medicine at the University of East Anglia, the International Network for the History of Hospitals, and the Centre of East Anglian Studies (UEA). As the first conference to be staged not only by the new Wellcome Unit but also by the International Network, it set an impressive precedent for future meetings. The conference brought together many experts in the field of hospital history, and the excellent administration of the event ensured that everything ran smoothly.



It was, however, the Rockefeller Foundation which was crucial to the development of Meakins’s programme of research and of the biochemical laboratory. Rockefeller, in common with other American industrialists of the turn of the century, saw the means to producing a more efficient, well-ordered and healthy industrial society in the funding of higher education. After the First World War, the Rockefeller Foundation, which had a serious interest in medical education, began targeting a number of British medical schools as potential channels for effecting wider reform.



Far from concentrating solely on institutional history, the speakers examined a wide range of themes, including religion, architecture, charity and social policy and medical education. Focus ranged from the medieval period to the modern, and encompassed both international and interdisciplinary perspectives. The importance of locality and regional study was also a recurrent theme.



In February 1923, Richard Pearce, the Foundation’s Director of Medical Education, arrived in Edinburgh for a week of talks with local medical teachers and with the University. Pearce was particularly impressed with Meakins, and wrote back glowingly of him to the New York Office. During these exchanges, as they are recorded in the archives of the University and the Foundation, Pearce displayed a formidable talent for steering others towards his own desired goals and in the autumn of 1923 plans were approved by the Faculty for a new clinical laboratory for Meakins, the creation of a proper full-time Chair in Therapeutics and a full-time Chair in Surgery. Pearce had got exactly what he wanted, and he had done so with remarkably little ruffling of feathers. When the new clinical laboratory duly opened in 1928, and the Principal of the University, Sir Alfred Ewing, wrote to Pearce to thank him for the Foundation’s support, Pearce smoothly replied to the effect that it was the Faculty’s idea all along.



The conference opened with a reception in the medieval refectory of the Great Hospital, which the Hospital Trustees had kindly organised. This welcome was followed by the opening papers which were given in the Hospital's Birbeck Hall. The setting could not have been more apt, and conference participants were also afforded the added privilege of a guided tour of the hospital. The remarkably well-preserved architecture of the Great Hospital is truly awe-inspiring. It was pleasing to see that the evening's lectures (by Carole Rawcliffe and Kevin Robbins) were attended not only by historians of hospital history, but also by some of the Hospital Trustees, and by many other people who were interested in local history.



For the time being at least, the greatest medical school in the British Empire had hitched itself to the wagon of Rockefeller internationalism.



In the third paper of the conference, Peregrine Horden ('Evaluating the medieval hospital: the view from the Middle East'), called upon historians to question their approach to hospital history. Emphasising the need for a wider viewpoint, he challenged us to refrain from solely



Dr Chris Lawrence of the Wellcome Institute Academic Unit, London, and Drs Mike Barfoot and Steve Sturdy of
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Noticeboard INTERNATIONAL NETWORK FOR THE HISTORY OF HOSPITALS evaluating hospitals by the measure of binary distinctions, which favoured 'doctor-based' medicine. In many respects all of the speakers lived up to this request, referring to source-bases that have hitherto been under-used by historians. Thus in the conference's opening paper, Carole Rawcliffe ('Gret criynge and joly chauntynge': Life, death and liturgy at the medieval Great Hospital') revealed the increased emphasis on liturgy in the medieval hospital. Focusing primarily on the Great Hospital, she also offered parallels for other medieval institutions. Evidence for the practice of spiritual therapeutics - 'medicine for the soul' was also found in the changing iconography and architecture of the Great Hospital. Kevin Robbins ('Constructing a public trust: Innovative medical charity, nursing and the politics of lay piety at Beaune's Hotel Dieu, c. 1550') utilised legal records to gain insight into the power struggles within the hospital. While the iconographical evidence suggests the glorification and power of the founder and patron, documentation reveals the comparative enpowerment of the nurses, whose daily work and diligence gave them greater authority both in their minds and, it was suggested, in the mind of the locality.



history of hospitals, the speakers and contributors revealed the importance of (and the necessity for more) interdisciplinary work in this field. The next conference is eagerly awaited. LOUISE GRAY



Academic Unit, Wellcome Institute



This report first appeared in Wellcome History, February 2000, issue no. 13, p. 3, and we are grateful to the editor for permission to reproduce the text here.



2. Archéologie et architecture hospitalières de l’antiquité tardive à l’aube des temps modernes 7-8 OCTOBER 1999, UNIVERSITÉ DE PARIS XII This inter-disciplinary conference, which was organised by François-Olivier Touati and attended by about fifty participants, included twenty papers by historians, archaeologists, and anthropologists on the archaeology and architecture of hospitals from late Antiquity to the Renaissance. Through the presentation of detailed studies of individual hospitals it was possible to compare their foundation, design, urban and rural topography, the function and the function of spaces devoted to the sick and their staff, whether they were designed for pilgrims or were more general hospitals for the poor or the progressively more specialised institutions. Discussion included studies of hospitals in the Near-East to Champagne, Normandy, Burgundy, the Languedoc, Anjou, Portugal and Florence. This wide range of papers enabled us to understand better the interactions between the hospital and the context which gave rise to its foundation, and the wider relationship between society and its evolution. This conference also allowed us to consider the practice of archaeology in a field in which individual studies are often undertaken in isolation and this led to an extremely fruitful exchange of idea. The proceedings will be published in late 2000.



Expanding upon the theme of patronage and charity, Olwen Hufton ('Funding a beggars' hospital in Catholic Europe, 1500-1800') looked at the whole corpus of CounterReformation charity. Given the ‘embarrassment’ of good causes available to potential benefactors in sixteenthcentury Europe, the study considered the problems of securing continual funding, and also the motivations of donors for showing preference to one charity over another. The issue of fund-raising was also considered in a later presentation by Helen Bettinson ('Hospitals on Film: Ritual in the Sanatorium'). Focusing on the Papworth Village Settlement in Cambridge, the use of film as part of the panoply of securing donations was evinced. Regarding hospital history over a wide time period, Guenter Risse ('From Admission to Discharge: the Hospital as House of Rituals') looked at the 'therapeutic landscape' of institutions, considering hospitals as places of symbolic interaction and the importance of sensory perception to their aesthetic structure. The shift in focus within institutions from liturgy to therapy, and, later, to pedagogy was evidenced by Elsbeth Heaman and Keir Waddington ('The coming of the barbarians: School and student culture at St. Mary's and St. Bartholomew's'). Steve Cherry's paper ('Keeping your hand in and holding on: The GP and the Cottage Hospital in the 19th and 20th Centuries') considered the extensive nature of the hospital contributory scheme. Assessing the therapeutic advantage of the homely environment of the Cottage Hospital and the quasiscientific practices that occurred within them, the paper offered an important alternative picture of modern institutional history.



FRANÇOIS-OLIVIER TOUATI



Université de Paris XII



3. Funktions- und Strukturwandel spätmittelalterlicher Hospitäler im europäischen Vergleich 8th Alzey conference of the Institute of Regional Studies at the University of Mainz, 14-16 October 1999, Alzey The conference was opened by Prof. Michael Matheus (Mainz), who described the changes which took place in hospitals all over Europe, starting in the 13th and intensifying in the 14th and 15th centuries and including local as well as widespread developments. The number of



The conference was a resounding success. In addition to demonstrating the rich range of historical work within the



5



Noticeboard INTERNATIONAL NETWORK FOR THE HISTORY OF HOSPITALS hospitals, both specialised and multi-functional, increased significantly, those under Church authority being joined by those under secular or joint control.



On the other hand, the demand for hospitals to provide benefices seems to have been a permanent problem to which various periods up to the modern era found varying solutions.



Prof. Frank Rexroth (Bielefeld) in the first paper discussed English hospitals and the history of paupers’ houses in London in the 15th and 16th centuries, which distinguished between different categories of poor. Dr. Anna Esposito (Rome) then described the development in Rome from hospices for pilgrims and other travellers to hospitals for the sick in the 15th and 16th centuries. This was followed by a paper by Dr. John Henderson (Cambridge), who, drawing on the example of Renaissance Florence, argued convincingly for the link between the architecture of hospitals and their functions. Dr. Michel Pauly (Luxembourg) then presented the changing functions of hospitals in the area between the Rhine, Maas and Moselle rivers up until the year 1500, describing their development from hospices for the pilgrim to homes for the elderly.



BRIGITTE FLUG, MA / ACHIM REINHARDT



BOOK NOTICES Micheline Louis-Courvoisier, Soigner et consoler. La vie quotidienne dans un hôpital à la fin de l’Ancien Régime (Genève, 1750-1820), Geneva, Georg, 2000 A professor of medicine once raised on a French radio broadcast the question of admission to a hospital. He referred to some people in a hopeless social situation who tried to find a medical reason to be accepted by the institution. He did not intend to condemn such behaviour, but rather to point out that the hospital still continues to play an important social function today, in spite of its extreme medicalization. Furthermore, the significant rush of people sent to hospital just before holidays also contributes to highlight the social role of this institution and to show that it is still sometimes difficult to separate the medical from the social.



In the next paper Prof. Jean-Luc Fray (Clermont-Ferrand) spoke about hospitals in the former provinces of Auvergne, Boubonnais and Velay, a transit region for traders and pilgrims, where, in the period from the 14th to the 16th centuries, after an initial decline in numbers the founders of hospitals shifted their interest from the mountainous regions to the towns, no longer including only travellers but also the poor. Dr. Walter Schneider (Frangart/Bozen) spoke about hospitals in the Tyrol, another transit region.



The question therefore arises: what is the use of the hospital? If historians are not able to answer this question for the present, they can examine it in the past. Compared to standards of hospital medicine in the 20th century, hospitals in the Ancien Regime have been considered too long as either simply old people’s homes or asylums for lunatics, beggars and delinquents, or, at best, as a shelter for homeless people. However, a more thorough examination shows the significant medical role played by these hospitals, which were able to take care of the sick and diseases most efficiently. As this book shows hospitals in the 18th century offered treatment appropriate to a wide range of conditions including skin diseases or insanity, venereal diseases or injuries. Furthermore, physicians and surgeons, as well as directors or attendants, worked together at the sick person’s bedside trying their best to cure or at least to relieve their symptoms, without the help of modern technology. This book aims to reassess the importance of the care given to hospital patients at the end of the Ancien Regime.



Dr. Elisabeth Clementz (Strasbourg) discussed the history of the Antonite hospital in Isenheim and the continuity of its development into the early modern period. Prof. Ulrich Knefelkamp (Frankfurt/Oder) then spoke about everyday life in late medieval hospitals. This was followed by a paper by Meike Hensel (Mainz), who described how, shortly after the foundation of his hospital in Kues by Nicolaus Cusanus, the archbishop of Trier tried to gain control over it. He was stalled by Peter of Erkelenz, an associate of Cusanus; however, after Peter’s death, the archbishop was able to establish a hold. Finally Dr. Brigitte Pohl-Resel (Wien) spoke about functional changes in the hospital in Vienna in the second half of the 15th century. Donations began to be made primarily for the elaborate celebration of anniversaries, indicating that caring for the poor had become a responsibility of the town rather than the individual.



MICHELINE LOUIS-COURVOISIER



The conference was concluded by Prof. Michael Matheus, who pointed out that functional and structural change in the history of hospitals is not exclusive to the middle ages, for many phenomena regarded as typical of the 16th century in fact date back to the 15th. The modern hospital, widely considered a development of the 19th century, in fact had predecessors dating back to the 14th centuries or earlier



Geneva



Jeremy Taylor, The Rebirth of the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital, 1874-1883: An Architectural Exploration, Wellcome Research Publications, 1, Norwich, 2000. ISBN 0-9538349-0-5, pp. 70, 35 plates. What ideas do a building's form represent? personalities, committees and specialist
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How do advisors



Noticeboard INTERNATIONAL NETWORK FOR THE HISTORY OF HOSPITALS Roberts, M Lewis, K Manchester (eds), The Past and Present of Leprosy (Oxford: Archaeopress, 2001).



influence the decision-making? How do local and medical needs interact with architectural imperatives? With these questions in mind, leading architectural historian, Jeremy Taylor, explores how the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital was redesigned and rebuilt in the 1870s and 1880s. The book follows the creative process from the architects' first ideas to the Hospital's opening in 1883.



Membership is free. For further information contact: Dr. Bruno Tabuteau, 71 rue de la Piscine, F-27140 Damville, France E-mail: [email protected]



At a moment when the new Norfolk and Norwich Hospital is about to open on a greenfield site outside the city, Dr Taylor's study is a timely reminder of the importance of the original Victorian model. The book is generously illustrated and contains an annotated list of contract and working drawings. It presents new material never published before and offers a valuable insight into the workings of the nineteenth-century hospital. CAROLE RAWCLIFFE



FUTURE MEETINGS The Medieval Hospital and Medical Practice Kalamazoo, Michigan, USA. Spring 2001



University of East Anglia



Further news of this exciting conference, which will take place during the 36th International Conference on Medieval Studies at Kalamazoo, in 2001, may be obtained from the organiser, Barbara S. Bowers.



ORGANIZATION REPORT Proposals for 20-25 minute papers on the medieval hospital and medieval medical practice are welcomed and should be sent by 15 September to Professor Bowers at The Ohio State University, Jones Tower 455, 101 Curl Drive, Columbus, Ohio, 43210 USA. (E-mail: [email protected])



International Network for the History of Leprosy Piers Mitchell



Three sessions (IV, V, IV) are being sponsored by AVISTA sessions: Site and Structure: The Material Evidence, Hospital Architecture, The Archaeological Record of the Medieval Hospital and Medical Practice.



The International Network for the History of Leprosy (INHL) was founded in 1995 when a group of like minded researchers saw the need for a more organised approach to the study of leprosy. Since the original meeting in Gottingen, a subsequent conference took place at the University of Rouen in France in 1998. A range of scholars from across Europe presented papers on leprosy and leprosaria from both historical and archaeological viewpoints. The emphasis of the conference was on the social impact of leprosy had on populations in the past. In the following year, members’ attended the 3rd International Congress for the Evolution of Paleoepidemiology of Infectious Disease which took place in Bradford.



AVISTA and MEDICA (The Society for the Study of Healing in the Middle Ages) co-sponsored sessions: I and II, Text and Image. III AVISTA and HMML (Hill Monastic Manuscript Library) co-sponsored session: Religious Military Orders' Hospitals and Care of the Sick. Barbara Bowers writes: if you are unfamiliar with AVISTA, we are an organization that has been in existence since 1985. We have enjoyed a very active presence at the Kalamazoo congress promoting interdisciplinary study of science, art and technology. In addition to the congress, we publish a journal, AVISTA FORUM. Our web site is on the Internet at: www.avista.org



Current co-ordinated research by members includes a definitive work on the location, history, and archaeology of leprosaria in northern France during the Middle Ages. There is a yearly bulletin, published in English and French, outlining news of interest, relevant publications and members queries. English and French language papers from the conference in Rouen are to be published in September 2000. The book can be ordered from: GRHIS – UPRESA CNRS 6064, University of Rouen, Faculté des Lettres & Science Humaines, 76 821 Mont-Saint-Aignan cedex, France. Fax: +33/(0)2 35148067. Papers from the Bradford conference will be published in C



Edited by John Henderson and Carole Rawcliffe Items for inclusion should be sent to Carole at: The Wellcome Unit for the History of Medicine, School of History, University of East Anglia, Norwich, NR4 7TJ, England. E-mail: [email protected].
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