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GREEN MOUNTAIN YOUTH SYMPHONY “the music is just the beginning . . . ”



NOTES



FROM



Volume 2, Issue 2



SENIOR MOMENTS



BY



GMYS



March 15, 2009



BOB BLAIS



This has been a busy few months for me! Mostly, as you all know, it was because I did a performance of Elgar's phenomenal Cello Concerto in E minor down in Holyoke, Massachusetts on March 8. Being a soloist and intimately involved with another orchestra has been quite interesting. I found that playing with a largely adult amateur orchestra has given me new perspective on why we play music at all. The Holyoke Civic Symphony is a community orchestra. They, like us, seem to have a great deal of fun. They also laugh a lot, work hard, have mixed success, but they come every week on a Monday night after working all day. It makes me think the future of classical music isn't in everybody aspiring to attend Juilliard or the New England Conservatory and becoming famous soloists. It seems to me the future of music is having many people love great music, working hard to play it at whatever level is challenging for them, and just loving the process. Anyway, enough blathering! This semester we're having a very exciting event. Lou Kosma, the Music Director of the Vermont Philharmonic, has wanted us to collaborate for some time. On March 29th, we'll join the Philharmonic for a youth concert. We will play Chuck Mangione's Children of Sanchez, by ourselves, Lou's group will perform a number of pieces by themselves, and the string sections of both groups will perform Sibelius' Andante Festivo. Lou is hoping to get a large audience of kids to hear us. This is quite exciting! If you can't attend that concert, we will be playing those pieces again at our final concert. We will also be featuring Maria Hoyt, our long-time principal cellist, in Bruch's Kol Nidre, and Jacqui Brunelli, our long-time principal hornist, in a Mozart Horn Concerto. We will also be performing a variety of other pieces. One of the pieces, the Emperor Waltzes of Johann Strauss Jr., was chosen as a result of one of our young musician's Facebook page! We've enjoyed playing that, and the orchestra has even discussed the idea of doing a waltz night. (Is there any interest, parents, friends, alums? Would you come and learn to waltz??) Children of Sanchez is a famous Latin Jazz piece, our first foray into that genre. We are also doing Sousa's El Capitan March, chosen because many people in the orchestra didn't know who Sousa was; I felt that this should be remedied! We're also going to play the Sibelius again, and a medley of Beatles tunes. It's a diverse concert, and very fun. A last bit of news: Overnight camp at Johnson is going very well. We are going to have a lot of kids there, and we are going to include members of the Concert Orchestra. The average age of that group, and their increasing level, has made including them a very nice option to make the camp bigger and more vibrant. I am tremendously looking forward to it. I love camp! If you have any friends who would be interested in joining us at camp, please let me know. I'd be happy to invite them personally. Thank you all for your help in making the GMYS a wonderful place to spend Saturday mornings together. Now, go practice!



Spring 2009 Concert Sunday, April 5 Robert Blais, Artistic Director Paul Perley, Conductor Maria Hoyt, cello Jacqui Brunelli, horn Program Includes:



Bruch’s Kol Nidre Mozart’s Horn Concerto Emperor Waltzes by Johann Strauss, Jr. & Many other great pieces! 2:00pm Barre Opera House Tickets: $5 suggested donation; students free
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YOUR KNOWLEDGE:



IN CONCERT (ORCHESTRA)



WITH



BOB BLAIS



I remember just a few years back starting to add brass and woodwinds to the Concert (then “Chamber”) Orchestra. We were a really small group then. My, how things have changed! It's wonderful to do challenging pieces of music 1. What musical instrument did his with the orchestra, worry less about whether the kids are playing the right father play? notes at the right time, and be able to spend more time on how to make the 2. In his youth, Brahms earned a livmusic more beautiful and more powerful. Speaking of power, the brass secing by teaching, playing behind the scenes at theatres and playing piano in tion is awesome. Yes, you heard correctly: five trumpets! It is fabulous! what type of establishments? This semester we are playing three pieces. We are preparing the lovely Shenandoah; I have to say, it is far more challenging than I had expected. I find it often 3. There were various musical factions in Vienna during Brahms' life. most difficult to perform slow pieces, I think because of the subtlety and transThose who were devoted to Wagner parency of it. We are also playing Brahms' Hungarian Dance #5, which is chalwere very much against the Classilenging because it changes tempo dramatically and frequently: sometimes cism in the music of Brahms. What every three or four measures the speed changes markedly. It really keeps the noted composer, the acknowledged musicians on their toes. Finally, and I think the favorite piece of the orchestra, leader of the Wagnerian movement, is Ralph Ford's Dark Adventure. It is a funny, quirky piece with several different was Brahms' most outspoken critic? themes, alternately being introspective and exciting. It's pretty great.



Brahms trivia quiz!



4. Why did his German Requiem cause such a stir in sacred music circles?



5. What English university attempted (unsuccessfully) to bestow a Doctor of Music degree upon Brahms? 6. For what occasion did Brahms compose the Academic Festival Overture and why was it so warmly received by those in attendance? 7. What was Brahms' main reason for waiting so long (he was 42 years old) to attempt the composition of his First Symphony? 8. Late in life, an early-morning visitor to Brahms' home might have found him in a rather unkempt state of dress (usually pajamas, bathrobe and slippers) and engaging in his two great passions - aside from music. What were these two "vices"?



Many of our Concert Orchestra members are joining the Senior Orchestra at our Residential Camp. This will be a lot of fun, and the Day Camp in Montpelier is also welcoming kids who can't do Residential Camp, as well as Repertory Orchestra kids who'd like to come. Hey, do both!



PERLEY’S PERSPECTIVE



BY



PAUL PERLEY



This semester the Repertory Orchestra is 19 players strong, by far our largest group ever, and its distribution of players is amazingly balanced with 9 violins, 2 violas, 1 flute, 2 clarinets, and 5 cellos. All the sections are as strong as we’ve ever had. On March 23, we will participate in the Montpelier Chamber Orchestra’s Project Outreach, a day-long residency which will take place at the Montpelier Middle School and culminate in a side-by-side concert with MCOS that evening. Our repertoire for the spring includes 2 pieces for orchestra by Jacques Offenbach: Barcarolle and Can-Can, an arrangement of Anvil Chorus by Giuseppe Verdi, and the main theme from the film Forrest Gump, by Alan Silvestri. All but the Forrest Gump theme will be performed on the MCOS Project Outreach day.



SUMMER MUSIC CAMPS 2009! We are very excited about the strong participation of our advanced musicians in this summer’s residential music camp at Johnson State College (July 12-18). We will spend the week working and playing hard: each day, there will be private lessons with professional musicians, chamber group practices, and full orchestra rehearsals. We’ll also find time to swim in Johnson’s beautiful pool, play group games, and maybe even take a hike. Remember: a group that plays together plays beautiful music together, too! There will also be a great week of music at the day camp at Monteverdi in Montpelier (August 3-7). Beginning and intermediate musicians will have the opportunity to work privately with professional musicians, play chamber music, study eurhythmics, and rehearse as a full orchestra. Of course, all that hard work will pay off, and lucky friends and family will get to see these musicians perform at the end of that week!



VOLUME 2, ISSUE 1



SOLOIST PROFILE: MARIA HOYT,



PAGE 3



CELLO



INTERVIEW BY AMY HERRICK



Brahms trivia quiz answers



What do you like most about the piece? Kol Nidrei is a very calm and soothing piece, but interesting as well. What I like best about this piece is the array of feelings it expresses: sometimes sinister and sad, yet also bright with a lighter tone. The piece accomplishes this through a key change in the middle of the piece that takes it from minor to major.



1.Double bass



When did you join the GMYS? I have been a member of the GMYS for seven years. I’ve been taking cello lessons from Bob Blais since I was 8.



3.Anton Bruckner



What are some of your favorite things about playing in the orchestra? I have really enjoyed having Bob as my conductor throughout my GMYS experience. He has made every rehearsal entertaining with his silly little anecdotes in between pieces. His quirky sense of humor has brought a sense of fun to the orchestra. This is something that many youth orchestras probably don’t experience, and I am thankful for that.



tion that followed the traditional requiem order in a language other than Latin. The German Requiem was immediately popular with the public.



2.Bordellos or brothels. Later in life, well after his fame was established, he was known to occasionally do this again - just for fun!



4.This was the first serious composi-



5.Cambridge



What are some of the ways that playing the cello has enriched your life? By playing the cello, I have been able to experience things I would have never even known existed. For example, when I was a freshman, I participated in the AllNew England music festival at the University of Connecticut. I was terrified to go, but it turned out to be an incredible experience that I will never forget. I have also been able to play in the pit orchestra for the musical “Cats” with the Barre Players at the Barre Opera House. This summer, I had the opportunity to play in five weddings with my quartet. We had a lot of fun and earned money while doing it!



6.He wrote the Overture as a way of



What do you like to do in your life outside GMYS? In the wintertime, I love to go downhill skiing at Sugarbush with my friends. I have been skiing since I could walk, thanks to my parents. I also like to go snowshoeing and cross-country skiing sometimes with my mom. I love to go sledding when there is enough snow. I am very good at shoveling the snow off the roof, also thanks to my mother, but I wouldn’t say it is something that I enjoy doing.



7.He was overwhelmed by Beetho-



Do you have any plans, hopes, or dreams for next year and beyond? I applied to nine colleges for next year. I don’t know where I am going to go yet, because I am still waiting for replies from seven schools, but I did get in to UVM, so I know for sure I am going to college next year. Past college, I really don’t know what I want to do. I applied to all liberal arts colleges, because I don’t know what my major is going to be. I want a wide variety of classes to choose from, so when it is time for me to declare my major, I will have had the chance to test out different areas.



source: http://theclassicalstation.org/ quiz/brahms/index.shtml



Residential Music Camp



Is there any advice you think might be good for younger orchestra members to hear? All I would say to younger orchestra members is that you really should stick with playing your instrument, even if you think it’s not something you want to focus on in college or later on in life. I know I am not going to be a music major, but I definitely want to keep playing cello in college. I hope to join the orchestra wherever I end up, because I don’t want cello to leave my life completely. We are really lucky that we had the chance to participate in GMYS and everything else that comes along with playing an instrument. We have had a lot of experiences that most people our ages will never have the chance to.



at Monteverdi Music School Montpelier, VT August 3-7, 2009 Beginner—Intermediate



thanking the University of Breslau for conferring upon him a Doctor of Philosophy in Music in 1881. The audience at its premiere, mainly graduating students at Breslau, recognized in the work melodies from some popular drinking songs that Brahms, ever the sarcastic prankster, had slipped in for sheer amusement ven's symphonic legacy and thought himself unworthy and incapable of trying to 'improve' the form.



8.Strong coffee and even stronger cigars!



Summer CAMP DATES 2009: at Johnson State College July 12-18, 2009 Intermediate—Advanced



Day Camp



Green Mountain Youth Symphony



“the music is just the beginning . . . ” Green Mountain Youth Symphony PO Box 384 Montpelier, VT 05601-0384 Phone: (802) 454-0188 E-mail: [email protected]



AUDITIONS



Join us for our Spring Concert



M AY 9 & M AY 2 3



Featuring all 3 GMYS Orchestras



For placement in orchestra & summer music camp Call/Email to schedule yours!



Sunday, April 5, 2009 2:00pm at the Barre Opera House Tickets: $5 suggested donation; students free



Become A Friend of GMYS The Green Mountain Youth Symphony relies on charitable contributions to maintain reasonable tuition rates and bolster scholarship funding. No child is turned away due to an inability to pay, and all donations are tax deductible. Your support in any amount makes a huge difference. To make a gift, please send your check payable to Green Mountain Youth Symphony to GMYS at P.O. Box 384, Montpelier, VT 05601-0384. Or donate online by clicking on the Donate button on our website, www.gmys-vt.org. Thank you for your support!



A STANDING OVATION TO THESE GRADUATING MUSICIANS!



Brendan Ryan, cello; Maria Hoyt, cello; Anna Levesque violin; Phoebe Weisenfeld, cello; Tanya Avilova, clarinet; Jacqui Brunelli, horn (Not pictured: Ben Muller, violin and Ben Strange, viola)
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