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2013 Legislative Priorities The Spokane Public Schools advocates that the legislature should: 1. Amply and equitably fund school districts for providing basic education programs and services. A. Implement SHB 2776, passed by the Legislature in 2010, which establishes the Legislature’s commitment to fully fund basic education for public schools and provides a finance structure that is sustainable, predictable, and fairly allocated by 2018. B. Maintain full funding for local effort assistance (LEA) as this is a vital revenue stream of approximately $14 million a year that supports basic education programs and services for the district and for the Spokane community. Any alternative to LEA funding developed by the Legislature, in response to its K-12 funding obligations established by the 2012 McCleary Supreme Court ruling, must not result in a reduction of state funding. C. Protect the local levy capacity of school districts from reductions in the level of state funding for educational programs. In 2012, SPS has the levy capacity of $75 million based on 28.18% of state and federal revenues. D. Fully fund the new Pupil Transportation Funding Formula. E. Restore full funding for Alternative Learning Education (ALE) programs that provide instruction to students in district facilities for a portion of their schedule. F. Restore salary allocation funding reduced in the 2011 and 2012 school years and work towards funding the recommendations from the legislative compensation work group. G. Continue funding for the NewTech Skill Center expansion and renovation project through approval of the construction phase capital request. H. Fully fund WaKIDS as prescribed in ESHB 2586. 2. Implement a practical and efficient system for the non-renewal, termination, or suspension of certificated staff who do not meet evaluation criteria as defined in Senate Bill 6696. A. Do not require school districts to pay a terminated employee’s salary during the pendency of a terminated employee’s appeal while, at the same time, ensuring that the property and procedural rights of staff are protected. The extensive and burdensome pre-termination due process rights set forth in RCW 28A.405.310 are more appropriate as post-termination hearing rights. RCW 28A.405.300 and .310 should be changed so that school districts can provide a more cursory pre-termination due process, followed by a termination decision (thus allowing pay to be cut-off), followed in turn by the elaborate post-termination hearing process set forth in RCW 28A.405.310. B. While the reforms of the teacher evaluation process associated with Senate Bill 6696 will enable districts to identify poor performing teachers, districts need a practical, efficient mechanism via which those teachers can be removed from the system if their performance does not sufficiently improve. One key change is that one full supervisor evaluation should occur every 20 school days, rather than every 10 school days, for a total of 3 evaluations during a 60 school-day probation period. A second key needed change is that an appeal for non-renewal should consist of an informal grievance process to the Board of Directors which provides the employee an opportunity to present any information to challenge the non-renewal documents prepared during probation. The informal grievance process to the Board could be similar to the process afforded certificated administrators who are transferred to subordinate certificated positions (set forth in the third paragraph of RCW 28A.405.230--except that any appeal would lie with the courts). If the Board upholds the non-renewal, the employee could appeal directly to Superior Court rather than to a costly hearing



officer. C. Require as part of statute that multiple student growth and/or value-added assessment measures comprise a portion of a teacher’s performance evaluation. 3. Open Public Meetings and Public Records Acts: A. Protect current provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act that allow for confidential executive sessions of the governing board for the specified purposes, which allow for the presence of necessary individuals other than board members, and which do not require minutes, taping, or any other record of the discussions that transpire in executive sessions. B. Provide a new provision in the Public Records Act (PRA)) that would allow public agencies to require a requestor to use an internal administrative appeal process within the agency itself prior to being able to seek daily penalties for a violation of the PRA. C. Provide school districts a reliable mechanism whereby the actual costs for staff time and production costs to respond to public records requests taking significant staff time to fulfill (more than 3 hours) will be funded or reimbursed. In the absence of such a funding mechanism, the legislature must give districts direction for dealing with such requests. D. Modify the existing Public Records Act (PRA) to specifically not allow public records requests to be made anonymously due to the many difficulties in processing and fulfilling such requests without an identified individual for follow-ups and clarifications regarding the details of the request. 4. Tools for implementing legislative actions: A. Local Effort Assistance (LEA) - The Board of Directors opposes cuts to LEA due to the inherent funding inequity it creates throughout the state. If reductions in LEA funding are made despite the inequities, the Legislature should enact the followings tools to help districts mitigate the funding reductions: i. Amend current law to allow school districts the ability to re-certify levy amounts for any calendar year during which LEA funding is reduced after the levy certification deadline in order to recapture the full amount authorized by voters in a local levy election. ii. Amend current law to allow school districts to run a supplemental levy for any state reductions in LEA funding. B. Revise the written notice requirement for non-renewal of certificated employee contracts to May 15th or thirty (30) days after adoption of the omnibus appropriations act by the legislature, whichever is later.



Spokane Public Schools Board of Directors Robert H. Douthitt, President Susan S. Chapin, Vice President Jeffrey D. Bierman, Ph.D., Co-Legislative Liaison Deana M. Brower, Co-Legislative Liaison Rocco N. Treppiedi Superintendent of Schools Shelley K. Redinger, Ph.D.
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