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PROGRAM OF STUDY 2014-2015



ENGLISH / LANGUAGE ARTS Course: English 7 Credits: None General Description: The grammar unit will consist of an introduction/review of the eight parts of speech. Nouns, pronouns, verbs, and adjectives will be reviewed. Conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions, and interjections will be introduced. The common conventions of capitalization and the use of ending punctuation marks will be reviewed and sentence fragments and run-on sentences will be addressed. The process of reading will consist of the Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) as well as a literature component—all of which will help the students interpret, comprehend, and evaluate what they have read. The students will learn how to appropriately develop paragraphs, write friendly letters, research, and write for a variety of on-demand prompts. Vocabulary and spelling will be administered on a continuing basis. Students will use stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing and speaking to explore ideas, present lines of thought, represent and reflect on human experience, and to communicate feelings, knowledge, and opinions. Assignments will include demonstrations and commercials.



Course: English 8 Credits: None General Description: The grammar unit will consist of a basic review of the eight parts of speech. Nouns, pronouns verbs, and adjectives will be mastered. Conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions, and interjections will be reinforced. Students will master the common conventions of capitalization and the use of ending punctuation marks. Concentration will be on fragments and run-on sentences, as well as sentence structure and variety (correcting choppy and monotonous styles of writing). The process of reading will consist of the Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) as well as a literature component—all of which will help the students interpret, comprehend, and evaluate what they have read. The students will master paragraph writing (concentrating on unity and coherence). Students will also master the writing process and the essay will be reinforced with particular attention to the structure of an essay (introduction, body, and conclusion). The students will write science and career reports (research components), business letters, and will respond to a variety of on-demand prompts. Vocabulary and spelling will be administered and continued from the seventh grade. Students will use stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing and speaking to explore ideas, to present lines of thought, to represent and reflect on human experience, and to communicate feelings, knowledge, and opinions. Oral reports will include science reports and the career component, as well as a variety of other activities (demonstrations and commercials).



Course: English 9 Credits: 1 Credit General Description: This is a course covering general English. The course meets a variety of Maine Learning Results necessary to prepare for the following year in English. Students will explore literature from a variety of time periods and genres. Through a variety of assignments and evaluations, students will work on grammar and vocabulary skills. Students will be submitting writing samples that will be housed in a writing portfolio that will be used for the four years of required English. There is an Independent Reading Component as part of the class. Students will be responsible for assessments aligned for the English Nine curriculum.



Course: English 10 Credits: 1 Credit General Description: Aligned with the Maine Learning Results, this class includes units of literature involving both literary focus and reading strategies, career preparation including research, vocabulary enrichment, composition, and grammar. Literature studied includes a thematic unit consisting of short stories, poetry, and non-fiction. Julius Caesar is the required drama. Vocabulary chapters with emphasis on works in context are assigned weekly. The career preparation unit includes self-analysis and research into careers using a variety of resources. Written, oral, and artistic presentations of each student’s chosen career are given. Compositions range from formal, edited essays and on-demand prompts to journal and news stories. Grammar review is on-going, through both mini reviews and individual needs assessments.



Course: English 11 Credits: 1 Credit General Description: This is a course covering English related to American History and society. The course meets a variety of Maine Learning Results necessary to prepare for the following year in English. Students will explore literature from a variety of periods and genres that is relevant to American Literature. Through a variety of assignments and evaluations, students will work on grammar and vocabulary skills. Students will be submitting writing samples that will be housed in a writing portfolio that will be used for the four years of required English. There is an Independent Reading Component as part of the class. Students will be responsible for assessments for the English Eleven curriculum.



Course: English 12 Credits: 1 Credit General Description: Aligned with the Maine Learning Results, this class includes a survey of English literature with history of the English language. Advanced vocabulary study is undertaken weekly. Composition assignments are demanding and require higher level of critical analysis. Units on propaganda and war are incorporated into the course. Literature includes an historical survey of English literature, including a separate unit of war. The required drama is Macbeth. Vocabulary preparation includes the vocabulary of college placement and SAT tests. Extensive writing assignments demand critical thinking and analysis. A college preparatory writing unit includes resumes, cover letter, college applications, and college entrance essays. The propaganda unit also places emphasis on critical thinking/. Mastery of composition, including mechanics, is a key facet of this class. An independent research project is the culminating assessment of research, writing, and speaking mastery.



Course: Advanced English Credits: 1 Credit General Description: Advanced English will cover the same curriculum with differentiated assignments designed to achieve higher levels of thinking such as analysis and evaluation



Course: Learning Lab (ELA) Credits: none General Description: This is a course in which students will have the opportunity to reinforce English concepts introduced in required English courses—English 9, 10, 11, and 12. Extra assistance will be provided toward the successful completion of coursework and assessments in these courses.



Course: Public Speaking Credits: ½ Credit (elective) General Description: Public Speaking is a course designed to guide the student speaker through the creation and presentation of spoken presentations, including impromptu, extemporaneous, and memorized formats. Students will study the physiology of the human speech mechanism, the use of the International Phonetic Alphabet Code to read and write scripts with regional or international pronunciation and learn to recognize and utilize the components of effective oral presentations. Through a variety of assignments, students will practice improving control and range of their vocal instrument; write and perform speeches to inform, persuade, or entertain; study and practice the etiquette of speech conventions (acceptance speeches, introductions, thank you’s, using the telephone, etc.); and practice stating and defending a well-supported opinion.



MATHEMATICS Course: Grade 7 Course 2 Credits: None General Description: Applications and Concepts is a comprehensive, well-balanced program that prepares middle school students for success in algebra and geometry. Through a carefully planned scope and sequence of mathematical topics consistent with State and National standards, students encounter, practice, and ex\tend their knowledge of mathematics to promote confidence and mastery.



Course: Grade 8 Course 3 Credits: None General Description: Applications and Concepts is a comprehensive, well-balanced program that prepares middle school students for success in algebra and geometry. Through a carefully planned scope and sequence of mathematical topics consistent with State and National standards, students encounter, practice, and ex\tend their knowledge of mathematics to promote confidence and mastery.



Course: Algebra I Credits: 1 Credit General Description: This is an introductory course in Algebra designed to prepare students to advance in their mathematics education. When completed, students will know how to solve linear equations and inequalities in one variable; understand the complex number system; interpret and create graphs;



understand and analyze functions; know how to solve quadratic and exponential functions; understand polynomials and factoring; be able to work with formulae; be exposed to triangle theory; know how to gather, display and interpret statistics; and solve probability problems.



Course: Advanced Algebra I Credits: 1 credit General Description: The curriculum for Advanced Algebra I covers the same material as Algebra I. There will be a greater emphasis on problem solving and applications and the material will be taken to a higher level. *This course is available by teacher recommendation only.



Course: Geometry Credits: 1 Credit General Description: This is a course in which students will develop skills in deductive reasoning and geometric construction, and apply them to solve problems about the space in which they live. Students will learn about symmetry and transformations, discover and prove properties of polygons and circles, study area and volume relationships, and apply the Pythagorean Theorem.



Course: Advanced Geometry Credits: 1 Credit General Description: The curriculum for Advanced Geometry covers the same material as Geometry. There will be a heavier emphasis on formal proofs and the material will be taken to a higher level. *This course is available by teacher recommendation only.



Course: Algebra II Credits: 1 Credit General Description: This is an advanced course in Algebra. When completed, students will know how to solve equations and inequalities in more than one variable; solve systems of equations by various methods; understand linear relationships and functions; use matrices to solve problems; be able to solve more advanced polynomial, radical and quadratic equations and inequalities; understand conic sections; be able to solve problems involving exponential functions and logarithms; understand trigonometric functions, identities, and graphs; understand how to identify and use sequences and series concepts; and solve advanced probability and statistics problems.



Course: Advanced Algebra II Credits: 1 credit General Description: The curriculum for Advanced Algebra II covers the same material as Algebra II. There will be greater emphasis on problem solving and applications and the material will be taken to a higher level. *This course is available by teacher recommendation only.



Course: Precalculus Credits: 1 Credit General Description: This is a course in which students will learn about functions and their graphs. Linear, polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions will all be studied. The concepts of conic sections, sequences, and series will also be discussed. This course will build a foundation for the study of calculus.



Course: Learning Lab (Mathematics) Credits: none General Description: This is a course in which students will have the opportunity to reinforce math concepts introduced in required math courses—Algebra I, Geometry, or Algebra II. Extra assistance will be provided toward the successful completion of coursework and assessments in one of these math courses.



HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION Course: 7TH Grade Health Credits: None General Description: Students will learn about the three essential aspects of health and explore ways of protecting and promoting their own health and wellness. Students will focus on building health skills to make responsible decisions, set healthful goals, and develop the attributes of good character.



Course: Health Education Credits: 1 credit General Description: This is a sophomore-level health class. The ten content areas mandated by the 1984 Education Reform Act are covered in this class. These content areas are community health, consumer health, environmental health, family life education, growth and development, personal, mental, and emotional health, nutritional health, prevention and control of disease and disorders, safety and accident prevention, and substance use and abuse. All content areas are covered; however, family life education, nutritional health, and substance use and abuse are covered more extensively than the other areas because these are issues which students are confronted with in their everyday lives.



Course: Physical Education Credits: Each semester of gym is a ½ credit. Two credits of gym are required at the high school level. General Description: Physical education classes at the secondary level are three-fold in purpose: 1. To keep students participating in physical activity, to aid them in developing and maintaining a healthy level of physical, mental and social fitness. 2. To learn and review skills necessary to participate in life-long recreational activities.



3.



To learn the principles and concepts necessary to develop and implement a personalized physical fitness plan. A student’s skill ability, level of participation, attitude, attendance, and knowledge of the activities or fitness principles are utilized in determining the student’s physical education grade.



SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY Course: 7TH Grade Science Credits: None General Description: Seventh-grade science is an introduction to the scientific method, problem-solving, and an emphasis is placed on using science skills throughout the course. Students will make observations, inquire, hypothesize, analyze data, and communicate their work. Science disciplines covered include: human body systems, diseases, matter, chemistry, electricity, and scientists. Students will keep current on the latest developments in science and technology by completing a science current events journal. In addition, each student will research a science topic of their choice and complete a science fair project.



Course: 8th Grade Science Credits: None General Description: Eighth-grade science is a course focused on science and lab skills. Students will make observations, inquire, hypothesize, analyze data, and communicate their work. Students will have hands-on, active experiences throughout the year and will complete several long-term projects that correspond with areas of the curriculum. Science disciplines covered include: ecology, energy, minerals, rocks, fossils, motion and forces. Students will keep current on the latest developments in science and technology by completing a science current events journal. In addition, each student will research a science topic of their choice and complete a science fair project.



Course: Physical Science Credits: 1Credit General Description: This course places an emphasis on meteorology, geology, and astronomy. Meteorological topics covered include characteristics of the atmosphere, solar energy and the atmosphere, wind, atmospheric moisture, clouds and fog, precipitation, air masses, weather fronts, weather instruments and weather forecasting. Topics covered in geology include a study of the composition of the earth and the weathering and erosive processes responsible for reshaping the earth’s crust. The study of astronomy will help the student to appreciate how scientists gather information about the universe.



Course: Sophomore Biology Credits: 1 Credit General Description: Sophomore biology is a course focusing on the life sciences. Students will have hands-on, active experiences throughout the year and will create a biology portfolio. Topics covered include: characteristics of life, ecology: population dynamics, cycles of matter biodiversity; the cell: structure and function, energy transformations, diffusion and osmosis; taxonomy, Reproduction and



development. Students will keep current on the latest developments in biology by completing three current events journals per quarter.



Course: Advanced Sophomore Biology Credits: 1 Credit General Description: This course introduces students to the concepts of organization of life forms, scientific theory, data collection, designing controlled experiments, and the chemistry of life. An in-depth study of a living cell is conducted to include cell organelles, cellular transport and respiration, and cell energy. The life of a cell, including mitosis, meiosis, DNA, and genes is explored including factors influencing heredity and genetics. Material is covered in more depth and detail than in the standard sophomore biology class with higher expectations for student performance and products.



Course: Junior Chemistry Credits: 1 Credit General Description: The chemistry course is an interactive course for motivated learners. It is a fullyear chemistry curriculum with twelve themes (scientists' tools, antacids, airbags, glow in the dark, soap, sports drinks, hot/cold packs, industry, forensics, batteries, polymers and nuclear). Students will have hands-on, active experiences throughout the year and will create a chemistry portfolio. Students will keep current on the latest developments in the chemistry by completing three current events journals per quarter.



Course: Advanced Chemistry Credits: 1 Credit General Description: The chemistry course is an interactive course for motivated learners. It is a fullyear chemistry curriculum with twelve themes (scientists' tools, antacids, airbags, glow in the dark, soap, sports drinks, hot/cold packs, industry, forensics, batteries, polymers and nuclear). Students will have hands-on, active experiences throughout the year and will create a chemistry portfolio. Students will keep current on the latest developments in the chemistry by completing three current events journals per quarter. Material is covered in more depth and detail than in junior chemistry with higher expectations for student performance and products.



Course: Senior Physics Credits: 1 Credit General Description: Physics, the study of the relationship between matter and energy, enables the student to develop an understanding of the basic principles of mechanics, heat, sound, light, electricity and magnetism. The course will help the student to gain the ability to use the scientific method, to develop problem-solving skills and to gain the ability to apply physics concepts. This continuation of the study of physics will include the study of waves and wave phenomena, sound, light, electricity and magnetism.



Course: Anatomy and Physiology Credits: 1 Credit



General Description: This course is designed for college-bound students with an interest in the field of medicine. An in-depth study of the human body is conducted to include all body systems and their functions with an emphasis on preventable body degradation.



Course: Animal Science Credits: ½ Credit General Description: Students will learn about past and present care of livestock and other farm animals. Students will read The Jungle, a book about working conditions in the early 1900’s and how some of today’s USDA rules came about. Topics will also include: animal anatomy, physiology, and nutrition; animal health; genetic, breeding, and reproduction; small animal care and management; dairy and livestock management. The students will work collaboratively in small groups and will also do research on the internet.



Course: Natural Resources I, II Credits: ½ Credit General Description: Students will learn about wildlife management, the importance of natural resources, conservation, food chains, and what can be done to help the environment and manage natural resources. The students will explore and research current world events that affect natural resources. Students will also be responsible for completing a project representing different ecosystems.



Course: Horticulture Credits: ½ Credit General Description: This course provides a broad overview in the science of plant production. Areas covered in this course are: plant science and taxonomy, propagation, integrated pest management, landscaping, lawn and turf grass management, and vegetable gardening design and maintenance. Students will be engaged in laboratory experiences both inside and outside the classroom.



SOCIAL STUDIES Course: 7th Grade Social Studies Credits: None General Description: Students will study the chronological organization of history as it relates to the people, culture, and events through the ages from the Stone Age period through Medieval times. Students will explore areas of science, technology, economy, politics, religions, and philosophy that will enhance their understanding of how diverse societies and cultures developed over time. In addition, students will increase their geographical knowledge by studying the themes of geography along with an in-depth exposure to geographic sources, such as maps, globes, and atlases.



Course: 8th Grade Social Studies



Credits: None General Description: The objectives of this course include gaining knowledge of major events, people and themes in the history of the United States and in the history of Maine (including Maine’s Native Americans); learning how to construct and interpret maps to derive information about people, places and environments; gaining an understanding of the relationships among people and their physical environment; learning how to make economic decisions based on availability of resources and the costs and benefits of one’s choices.



Course: World History Credits: 1 Credit General Description: The focus of this course is the study of the historical development of people, places, and patterns of life. Students will use skills of historical and geographical analysis to explore the early history of the world.



Course: Civics Credits: ½ Credit General Description: The United States is built on a dream—the hope of a better life for everyone. This dream has been shared by millions of people who believed that in this nation all men and women could be truly free. In order to preserve this dream, all Americans have a responsibility to uphold. That of being an active citizen, taking an active role in government requires that you first understand how our government works. This class is designed to provide you with the fundamentals of how our government works, what its functions are, and why it is so vitally important that you re involved. Freedom has its responsibilities, and it is the job of every citizen to carry out these responsibilities.



Course: United States History Credits: 1 Credit General Description: This class is designed to acquaint students with the major events and movements that have influenced our nations past. It traces the political, social, economic and cultural forces that have shaped American History from the colonial era through 1996. Emphasis will be placed on selected topics such as the Age of Exploration, the American Revolution, the Constitution period, Jacksonian Democracy, Westward Expansion, Slavery, the Civil War, Isolationism, the Era of Big Business, the Roaring Twenties, World War I, the Great Depression, the New Deal, World War II, the Korean Conflict, the Cold War, the Sixties, the Vietnam Era, and the Gulf War.



Course: Economics Credits: ½ Credit General Description: This course combines basic Economics theory along with important personal consumer and legal topics. The units align with the Career Preparation and Social Studies indicators of the Maine Learning Results. The various topics learned in this class prepare students for life as a young adult on their own after high school.



Course: Psychology Credits: ½ Credit General Description: The study of psychology involves a multitude of disciplines or divisions, each specializing and concentrating on one particular concern. One way to get a better feel for the study of psychology is to look at the kinds of issues that interest and concern contemporary psychologists. For example, the American Psychological Association (APA) is comprised of forty-seven (47) divisions, each of which represents an area of special interest to psychologists today. While we will not look into each of these areas on an individual basis, we will come into contact with all of them in our preliminary study of psychology. A closer look at some of these specialty areas should give you a better understanding of what psychology is all about. Some of these topics are very “sensitive” and require maturity and a respect for all people.



Course: Sociology Credits: ½ Credit General Description: Sociology is the study of society and how humans interact, influence and, at times, interfere with it. Sociology can be described as a cluster of sub-disciplines or fields that look at the various dimensions of society. Students will view society along a number of related areas such as the study of social stratification, the study of inequality and class structure; demography, the study of changes in population size or type; criminology, the study of criminal behavior and deviance; and the sociology of race and gender. Our study of different societies will use a scientific approach (positivism). Students of sociology will gain knowledge that can be applied to a number of college disciplines they may encounter in the future.



MODERN AND CLASSICAL LANGUAGES Course: Spanish I Credits: 1 Credit General Description: Spanish I is the first exposure of SAD #42 students to a formal foreign-language program. As such, it addresses the sound system, grammatical formats and cultural connections of Spanish countries and culture at an introductory level. Students will explore the language through listening, speaking, reading, and writing about basic topics and familiar situations through learned vocabulary. Through a variety of assignments and evaluations, students will work on acquiring knowledge about and skill with the Spanish language: listening comprehension will be evaluated through live-action physical response and through assignments relating to video and audio presentations; oral proficiency will be evaluated through planned mini-presentations using selected grammar or vocabulary and through personto-person communication in Spanish during class work; reading at this level involves short texts on familiar topics; writing skills from sentence level to beginning composition are developed in conjunction with topics presented in the textbook or other sources. Cultural knowledge is assessed in a variety of ways, including researched projects, art & crafts, cooking and PowerPoint presentation.



Course: Spanish II Credits: 1 Credit



General Description: Spanish II expands the work begun in Spanish I. Grammatical studies are more intense at this level; reading materials include informational texts on both familiar and unfamiliar topics as well as story-length fictional and poetic works; oral expression in Spanish will be demonstrated by planned mini-presentations and person-to-person communication with classmates and others; listening skills are demonstrated in following directions, accessing information from Spanish-language audio and video materials and interacting with partners in group work; writing assignments in Spanish will include creative essays designed to utilize vocabulary and grammatical structures being studied; cultural knowledge is assessed in a variety of ways, including role-plays, researched projects, artworks, and cooking. As in Spanish I, there will be four quarterly project. Students in the Spanish II year are eligible to participate in the Spanish Club Tours that embarks on journeys to other countries.



Course: Spanish III Credits: 1 Credit General Description: Spanish III expands upon the skills and knowledge obtained in Spanish II. Students will be exposed to and learn to use vocabulary relating to performance of common tasks involving environmental concerns, social awareness, professions, travel preparations, and planning for the future. Grammatical studies are more intense at this level. In addition listening and viewing Spanish-language videos that connects to the environment. Reading stories, poems and plays in Spanish after each lesson. Writing in Spanish III extends to letter, essay, story and poem formats. In addition there are four quarterly projects.



VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS Course: Films I Credits: ½ Credit General Description: Classic, literature-based and history-based films are presented in chronological order according to setting. Short lectures and discussions center on the making of each film, its historical/literary merit, its plot, characters, and theme. Additional topics such as symbolism and foreshadowing are also included in class lecture and discussion. Films are followed by tests, which include varied types of questions from matching to constructed response. Films for this course include The Prince of Egypt (ancient Egypt), Euripides’ The Trojan Women (ancient Greece/Asia), Ben-Hur (ancient Israel/Rome), The Adventures of Robin Hood, Shakespeare’s Hamlet and The Taming of the Shrew, Dickens’ A Christmas Carol and Gone With The Wind.



Course: Films II Credits: ½ Credit General Description: Films II continues chronologically from the end of Films I. The class format is the same, but films are chosen to reflect historical events from the late 1800’s to the present. Films include Seven Brides for Seven Brothers, Anna and the King, Titantic, Seargeant York, Seabiscuit, Casablanca, Midway, Twelve Angry Men, Apollo 13, and Rocky.



Course: 7/8th Grade art Credits: None



General Description: Eighth-grade students as a rule have art for one quarter. Projects include contour drawing, clay sculpture, linear drawing using a vanishing point, and pointillism. The lives and works of Michelangelo, Degas, and Seurat are highlighted. Course: Art I Credits: ½ Credit General Description: Art I introduces students to basic art concepts and exposes them to a variety of arts media and techniques. Projects and concepts include basic drawing, mask making, color theory, folk art, symmetrical design, and painting. Media include tempera, colored pencil, oil pastel, and cut paper. Artists such as Grandma Moses and the Impressionists are introduced, and students are given opportunities to create projects based on the artists’ styles and/or subject matter.



Course: Basic Design Credits: ½ Credit General Description: This course introduces students to a number of art concepts not presented in Art I. Projects include watercolor painting, portrait drawing, and polymer clay sculpture. Several of the projects in this course, such as menu design, comic art and poster making, are based on art careers. The work of Roy Lichtenstein is shown and discussed along with the comic art project. Various artists are presented, as students are expected to create a reproduction of a famous painting.



Course: Junior High Band Credits: None This course is designed to teach students how to play and excel on their chosen instrument as well as give students the music reading skills they will need to be successful, independent musicians in future grades and beyond. Band meets three days per week and students receive one weekly lesson each week during the school day. This is a graded course and does count towards students GPA. Band is a performance based course so attendance at all performances including yearly concerts and pep band games is a requirement. From August through December students prepare for their winter concert and the beginning of pep band season. From January through early June students finish up the pep band season and begin preparing for their spring performance. Students have many opportunities to take part in additional musical activities including Sticks Alive, a percussion ensemble open to all band students, and All-Aroostook, an audition based group. Grading is based on attendance and participation in weekly rehearsals and lessons along with quarterly playing exams. Mid-term and final exam grades are based on attendance and participation at all required pep band and yearly performances. General Description:



Course: High School Band Credits: ½ Credit This course is designed to teach students how to play and excel on their chosen instrument as well as give students the music reading skills they will need to be successful, independent musicians in future grades and beyond. Band meets three days per week and students receive one weekly lesson each week during the school day. This is a graded course and does count towards students GPA. Band is a performance based course so attendance at all performances including yearly concerts and pep band games is a requirement. From August through December students prepare for their winter concert and the beginning of pep band season. From January through early June students finish up the pep band season and begin preparing for their spring performance. Students have many opportunities to take part in additional musical activities including Sticks Alive, a percussion ensemble open to all band students, and All-Aroostook, an audition based group. Grading is based on attendance and participation in weekly rehearsals and lessons along with quarterly playing exams. Mid-term and final exam grades are based on attendance and participation at all required pep band and yearly performances. General Description:



Course: Junior High Chorus Credits: None General Description: This is a class that meets twice weekly (Tues/Thurs) during activity period. It includes the study of sight-reading, technique and various styles of choral literature suited to the changing voices of junior high students. Though not for credit, the class is graded. Students meet twice weekly for rehearsals and once each week for sectional lessons. Repertoire includes classical, pop, jazz and other styles. Additionally, students are eligible to be nominated for selection in the county-wide honors festival (All-Aroostook). From August through mid-December, students prepare for the winter concert, and from January through May, they prepare for the spring concert. Voicing at this level is usually Three Part Mixed/SAB (dependent on enrollment). Performances are weighted as exams (with regard to grading) and students are required to attend.



Course: High School Chorus Credits: ½ credit General Description: This is a course in high-school level choral music that is primarily focused on two yearly performances. In addition to concerts, students study vocal sight reading, proper technique and some music history. This is done in the form of twice-weekly rehearsals and once-weekly sectionals. Between August and mid-December, students concentrate on music for a winter concert as well as auditions for the county-wide honors festival (All-Aroostook), which is optional. From January through May, students continue to study sight reading and technique as well as to prepare for the spring concert. The music performed often includes various classical, pop and jazz pieces. The voicing of the chorus is usually SATB (dependent on enrollment). The performances are weighted as exams (with regard to grading) and students are required to attend.



CAREER PREPARATION Course: Industrial Arts Credits: ½ Credit General Description: Students will learn about shop safety and proper operation of equipment. The students will be expected to do a project that will include drawing a blueprint and computing the board feet needed. Students will also review the following topics: • lumber types • measurement and measuring tools • hand tools (types and usage) • sandpaper and sanding • fasteners and gluing • electric tools and machines (types and usage) Each student will select, draw and construct a wood project with shop materials.



Course: Introduction to Agriculture Credits: 1 Credit General Description: This course will supply students with an outline of agriculture on a local and national level. Students will study the history of agriculture, current agricultural trends, and modern hightech agriculture through lectures and group discussions. The FFA will be introduced along with purpose, goals, and opportunities available to FFA students. Students will also learn how to research, prepare, and give oral presentations on topics chosen from a topic bank. Students are required to give an oral presentation every other week on an agricultural topic found either on the internet or newspaper. In addition, the students will work on a project highlighting United States agriculture: types of crops, livestock, agricultural land use, and percentage of jobs related to agriculture.



Course: Ag. Mechanics I, II Credits: ½ Credit General Description: In this course, students will learn the basics and acquire hands-on experience in small engine repair, arc welding, mig welding, and proper oxygen/acetylene torch operation, vehicle maintenance, etc. The students will also plan and construct a metal project. Fifty percent of class time will be spent in shop performing skills that were demonstrated in the classroom. There will be individual and group projects. Each student will have the opportunity to operate the tool cage and will be responsible for lending out tools and collecting them.



APEX Courses Apex Learning is an online curriculum aligned with the Maine Learning Results, which provides high school courses to students. Apex curriculum is used in schools for credit recovery, remediation, distance learning, AP courses, and enrichment courses. A student may become eligible to enroll in an Apex course if: - s/he is repeating a class s/he has failed - s/he has failed one semester of a year-long course - s/he is a junior or senior who can’t fit necessary classes into the schedule in order to graduate on time due to prior failures



-



s/he is eligible to take an advanced placement course or an enrichment course (students who are eligible may take more than one at a time) If a student has been retained and is repeating an entire year, s/he is eligible to take one course through apex. All course enrollments are at the discretion of the classroom teacher and guidance counselor and will be determined on an individual basis.
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