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2015 G. Bruce Blair Award



Timothy J. Thompson
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im Thompson was an active public outreach volunteer and organizer in the Monterey Park Astronomical Society for 12 years, beginning in 1975 until the MPAS disbanded in 1987, at which time he joined the Los Angeles Astronomical Society. He served as President of the MPAS for many years, has served as President of the LAAS for a total of 10 years, and has otherwise been a member of the LAAS Board of Directors through most of the last 27 years. Through both societies, he has been an active participant in public outreach and amateur astronomy at the Garvey Ranch Park Observatory in the city of Monterey Park, operated by the MPAS and now by the LAAS, spending at least one night a week at the observatory almost continuously throughout the last 40 years, answering questions and showing the sky in the observatory telescope (originally a 7.25-inch refractor, now an 8-inch refractor). He has also been active through the LAAS at Griffith Observatory public outreach events for over 20 years. In 2004 he received the LAAS Lifetime Achievement Award.



Tim Thompson was a member of the group that started the docent training program for Mount Wilson Observatory and has been a tour guide at the observatory for over 30 years. The same group started the training program for special docents or “session directors,” to manage visitors in the 60-inch telescope at the observatory, once it was open to public viewing in 1998. He has been one of the primary drivers of public outreach at Mount Wilson Observatory, serving as docent and session director, personally introducing hundreds of people to astronomy at the observatory, and many more indirectly, by training volunteers for the observatory. Tim Thompson has been a prolific public speaker for astronomy clubs, civic groups, and private functions for many years. This has been by itself a significant contribution to educating both the public and amateur astronomers. He is supported by a 28-year career in astronomy and geophysics at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, allowing knowledgeable presentations. His long service in the Monterey Park and Los Angeles Astronomical Societies, at Mount Wilson  Inside this issue: Observatory, and as a  well-regarded public Denver club Pg 2-3 speaker, merits Tim Major Upcomings Pg 4 Thompson as this year’s recipient of the G. Bruce Blair Medal. 



berlin which evolved into our 'Chamberlin Open House,' one of many outreach activities the Club is involved in. We usually have a couple dozen members' telescopes out on the south lawn, as well as operating the observatory's fine, historic (circa 1894) 20-inch Clark/Saegmuller reA Brief History of the fracting telescope. The club was also instrumental in getDenver Astronomical Society ting the Observatory on the National Register of Historic Places. by Jack Eastman After the aforementioned flood (6-feet of water in the he Denver Astronomical Society (DAS) began basement from a leaking pipe), the Club became proactive in serious refurbishment of the observatory. It was obviin 1948, when a bunch of like-minded folks ous the building was in need of major repairs, with water with an interest in astronomy and related sciences began meeting at the University of Den- leaks, decrepit plaster, infrastructure and the like. The Club was instrumental in obtaining a quarter million dolver's historic Chamberlin Observatory. Back in the day, when making one's own Newtonian was the only way to lar grant from the Colorado Historical Society for a comobtain a telescope for most people, the club established a plete structural facelift, bringing things up to code and telescope making workshop which included mirror grind- guaranteeing the survival of the observatory for another 100+ years. During this refurbishment, the University of ing and fabricating the rest from almost anything availDenver kicked-in a subable. The organization stantial amount more to enwas incorporated and sure all the work could be later obtained 501(c)3 tax accomplished. The club exempt status which aloutgrew the observatory as lowed for tax free donaa meeting venue and today tions to be made to the holds its Monthly General organization. Meeting on the University Unfortunately, much, campus. Upon conclusion if not all, of the Club's of the formal program, we history was lost in the migrate over to the obser1980s when a flooded vatory for refreshments basement at Chamberlin and, weather permitting, destroyed all the records observing with the 20and documents stored inch. The organization's there. When I joined the major thrust, today, is Puborganization in 1969 lic Outreach and Education, there were two meetings and operating the Monthly every month - quite a Open House at Chamberlin, chore for the Vice Presias well as two Public dent, who organized the Chamberlin Observatory Nights a week, also at Champrograms. Under my tenberlin. We also do a fair ure as President, we made one of the meetings the formal number of outreach events at local schools and for other program, usually with a professional from one of the nearby universities or aerospace facilities; the other was a organizations. We have a very diverse membership nummember-produced program. The meetings usually began bering about 390; folks interested in all aspects of the science, from imaging, visual observing, instruments and with club business (President's message, Treasurer's report etc.) Since this was of little interest to most folks, the optics as well as learning as much as possible by attendExecutive Board decided to hold business meetings sepa- ing our Monthly General Meetings. We draw on a wide range of programs from local research organizations, unirately from the general meetings, allowing for a much versities, aerospace organizations and other resources. smoother operation. Of course, board meetings are open to the general membership should anyone have an interContinued Page 3 est, or wants to bring something before the Board. The second meeting became the monthly star party at Cham-
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Club Spotlight cont’d from Page 2 The DAS has a lease on approximately 6 acres about 60 miles east of the greater-Denver area which we have named the Edmund G. Klein Dark Sky Site, where there is a couple dozen pads with electricity, a vault toilet, warming hut and the Brookes Observatory which houses a Celestron 14 telescope. Skies are quite good out there, though there is a noticeable glow to the West from the aforementioned Denver area. We like to think of ourselves as stewards of the Chamberlin Observatory. In recent times, some of our members have been involved in the disassembly, measurement and cleaning of the 20-inck Clark objective; we've done some 'emergency' mechanical



repairs, and recently the complete disassembly of the right ascension slewing gear train that seized up earlier this year. Happily I can report that operation was a complete success. The Denver Astronomical Society continues to flourish and continues to provide Outreach/Educational programs, and stewardship of the Historic Chamberlin Observatory with it's magnificent 120-year old refractor. The Denver Astronomical Society is a member of the Astronomical League (Mountain Astronomers Research Section), International Dark Sky Association, Antique Telescope society, Western Amateur Astronomers and NASA/JPL Night Sky Network. The DAS homepage is at http://denverastro.org/.



Brooks Observatory with 14-inch Celestron SchmidtCassegrain telescope mounted on a Losmandy G11 equatorial mount.



Jack Eastman with the Chamberlain Observatory 20” aperature Alvan-Clark Saegmuller refractor



Fourteen 10x10’ N/S-aligned concrete pads (3 doubles and 8 singles), each with grounded AC electric outlets. 
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2015 Upcoming Events



May 21 - 25: The 47th annual Riverside Telescope Makers Conference Astronomy Expo will be held at YMCA Camp Oakes, Lat/Lon 34° 13.833'N 116° 45.250'W (copy/paste into Google Maps to see this site). It’s about 50 miles ENE of Riverside in the San Bernardino mountains, and 7,253’ ASL. Guest speakers, awards, vendors, dark skies, and lots and lots of telescopes! For more info: http://www.rtmcastronomyexpo.org/general.html



July 15 - 19: The Golden State Star Party is a 4 night dark sky event held each summer at Frosty Acres Ranch in north-eastern California, near Mt Lassen, alongside rural Adin, California (Lat/Lon 41° 8.065'N, 120° 58.693'W). At an elevation of 4,311’ ASL, GSSP has dark skies from horizon to horizon, and room for 100s of astronomers! http://www.goldenstatestarparty.org/



Eastbay Astronomical Society and Tri-Valley Stargazers: Barcroft (really) High-Altitude Star Party August 12-17: The Barcroft High-Altitude Star Party is a chance for the insanely over-achieving astrophotographers go to ply their hobby at a site once considered for the Twin Keck Telescopes which now reside on Mauna Kea in Hawaii. Located just south of White Mountain in California’s Owens Valley (Lat/Lon 37° 35.026'N, 118° 14.205'W), and at an elevation of 12,457’ ASL, the BHASP may well be the highest regularly held star party in the world. Oxygen is available. Really. For more info contact [email protected]. October 16 - 18: 2015 Advanced Imaging Conference San Jose Convention Center, San Jose, California. Friday: workshops with the world's most expert instructional advice covering image processing, data acquisition and the use of popular processing software applications for deep space, planetary, solar and TWAN photography. Saturday and Sunday: will showcase the latest technology from our community's leading vendors, manufacturers and service providers with expanded exhibitor hours throughout the conference! Admission price includes: Admission to all work shops and the weekend sessions; admission to the Technology Showcase exhibition area throughout the conference; complementary Saturday coffee break; memorable gourmet Saturday night dinner at famous Il Fornaio. Bring your spouse, companion or your entire family and, for a small additional per person fee, they can join our special companion tour all day Saturday or explore downtown San Jose while you're at the meeting. Click here for more details. 
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