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13th September 2015 24th Sunday of the Year



Parish Team Fr. Enda Cunningham PP St Mary’s Parochial House Saggart. Tel: 4589209 Mob: 087-1380695 Fr. Aidan Kieran CC 1 The Glebe Peamount Road Newcastle. Tel: 4589230 Mob: 087-6397744 Fr. Aloysius Zuribo C.C. 2 Carrigmore Place Saggart, Co. Dublin Tel. 01-4589209 Parish Pastoral Worker Mr Sean O’Rourke c/o The Parish Office St. Mary’s Parochial House Tel: 4589209 Mob:087-0540695 Fr. Michael Shortall PC 87 Beechwood Lawns Rathcoole Tel: 4587187 Mob: 087 -2861765 Fr. Michael McGowan PC 7 St. Patrick’s Crescent, Rathcoole Tel: 4589210



We pray for those who have died recently: Brian Donnelly (Newcastle) Vera Connolly (Rathcoole) We extend our deepest sympathies To their families and friends. Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord And may perpetual light shine upon them. New Member of Parish Team Parish Pastoral Worker: Breda Carroll I am delighted to welcome Ms Breda Carroll into our community and on to our parish team. Breda is one of the diocesan Parish Pastoral Workers who, thanks to the generosity of Archbishop Martin (and to those who are supporting the Living the Joy of the Gospel fundraising initiative), will now serve our two parishes, working in conjunction with Mr Sean O'Rourke PPW. Breda will be officially commissioned at the celebration of our Sunday Eucharist in Saggart on Sunday September 20th at 11.30am. I ask you to hold her in prayer, that God may grant her joy and fulfillment in her service of our parish community, and that her many gifts may bear abundant fruit. Fr. Enda Annual Crosscare Collection Next Weekend September 19/20 The annual collection for Crosscare, the social support agency of the Archdiocese of Dublin will be taken up at all Masses next weekend, September 19/20.



Parish Secretary Martina Hopkins The Parish Office St. Mary’s Parochial House Opening Hours: 9.30-1.30 Monday to Thursday Tel: 4589209



Inspired by the example and teachings of Jesus, Crosscare has:



www.saggartparish.com [email protected]



A MISSION to provide innovation and relevant services to those most in need.



It will be 2nd collection at Mass, and will replace the usual SHARE collection. A VISION of a society where all people have the opportunity to fulfil their potential



Newcastle Parish Pastoral Council Items for Newsletter



will meet on Monday 14th September at 8.00pm. Please contact a member of the council if you wish to have any item discussed.



Items for Junction 4 Hospice Coffee Morning, Jacobs, Saggart should be sent to the Thursday 17th September, 10.00am - 1.00pm Parish Office or emailed to the addresses given A coffee morning in aid of Our Lady's Hospice Harolds Cross on below. Many thanks. Thursday the 17th of September next will be held in Jacobs [email protected] Lounge Saggart from 10 - 1. All our welcome, there will be a raffle, cakes and scones to suit all taste,all are welcome and we or thank you for your continued support every year. [email protected] Sally, Phil, Mary & Carmel



Mass Schedule Saggart: Sunday: 9 am & 11.30 am Weekday: 9.30 am Rathcoole: Saturday Vigil: 6.30 p.m. Sunday: 10 am & 12.00 pm Weekday: 9.30 am Saturday: 10.00 am Brittas: Sunday: 10.30 am Newcastle: Saturday Vigil: 7.00 p.m. Sunday: 10.30 am Weekday: 10.00am Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. Confession Saggart: Friday after 9.30am Mass Rathcoole: Saturday after 10.00am Mass Newcastle: Saturday after 7.00pm Mass Baptism Saggart 2.00pm Sunday Rathcoole 4.00 pm Saturday Newcastle 2nd Saturday 4pm Last Sunday 2pm Please contact the Parish Office Marriage Please contact the Parish Office



Blessing and Official Opening St. Finian’s NS New Building Newcastle The new St. Finian’s NS School Building in Newcastle will be blessed by Bishop Eamonn Walsh and officially opened by Minister Frances Fitzgerald TD on Friday 18th September at 11am. Anyone who has an association with school and would like an invitation to this event should contact Fr. Aidan Kieran or the parish office. What Pope Francis Recently Said About Abortion and the Year of Mercy This week, Pope Francis wrote a letter to the president of the Pontifical Council for the New Evangelisation. The letter was on the subject of the forthcoming Jubilee Year of Mercy (which begins on 8th December 2015). The letter made the international news because of comments Pope Francis made on the subject of abortion. Many news organisations don’t fully understand the Church’s teaching on abortion and the sacrament of reconciliation. It’s worth reading what Pope Francis wrote and reflecting on the implications. Pope Francis wrote the following: “One of the serious problems of our time is clearly the changed relationship with respect to life. A widespread and insensitive mentality ‘I think in particular of all the women who have resorted to has led to the loss of the proper personal and social sensitivity to welcome new life. The tragedy of abortion is experienced by some with a abortion. I am well aware of the superficial awareness, as if not realizing the extreme harm that such an pressure that has led them to this act entails. Many others, on the other hand, although experiencing this decision.’ moment as a defeat, believe they they have no other option. I think in particular of all the women who have resorted to abortion. I am well aware of the pressure that has led them to this decision. I know that it is an existential and moral ordeal. I have met so many women who bear in their heart the scar of this agonizing and painful decision. What has happened is profoundly unjust; yet only understanding the truth of it can enable one not to lose hope. The forgiveness of God cannot be denied to one who has repented, especially when that person approaches the Sacrament of Confession with a sincere heart in order to obtain reconciliation with the Father. For this reason too, I have decided, notwithstanding anything to the contrary, to concede to all priests for the Jubilee Year the discretion to absolve of the sin of abortion those who have procured it and who, with contrite heart, seek forgiveness for it. May priests fulfil this great task by expressing words of genuine welcome combined with a reflection that explains the gravity of the sin committed, besides indicating a path of authentic conversion by which to obtain the true and generous forgiveness of the Father who renews all with his presence.” The first point to note is that Pope Francis’ letter will not change the practice in our own diocese. In the Dublin Archdiocese (and in many other dioceses) the local bishop has already delegated this faculty to every priest who can hear confessions. A priest in the Dublin Archdiocese can fully absolve a contrite penitent who has the sin of abortion on their conscience, and restore them to a joyful and living relationship with the Lord and the Church.



‘The forgiveness of God cannot be denied to one who has repented, especially when that person approaches the Sacrament of Confession with a sincere heart in order to obtain reconciliation with the Father.’



Pope Francis states that abortion is a tragedy, and that it causes ‘extreme harm’. Pope Francis is not under-playing the seriousness of abortion. He mentions ‘the gravity of the sin committed’ and talks about repentance and conversion being necessary. At the same time, in anticipating the Jubilee Year of Mercy, he is thinking very specially of the women who have resorted to abortion. He is aware of the pressure that led them to the decision. He has met many women who carry in their hearts the scar of this agonizing and painful decision.



In order to encourage women who have had an abortion in the past to avail of the tender mercy of God, he is granting to all priests the faculty to absolve the sin of abortion and to lift the automatic excommunication which is usually incurred in having an abortion. Of course, it’s not only the woman concerned who carries the guilt of abortion. Anyone who is involved in an abortion carries guilt for the sin. This includes a man who may have forced or pressured a woman into having an abortion, doctors and medical staff who carry out the abortion, even politicians who make abortion legal. Although Pope Francis only makes specific mention of the women concerned, all who are involved in an abortion are invited to seek the Lord’s mercy and forgiveness. The final point to make is that we don’t have to wait for the Jubilee Year of Mercy to seek the Lord’s mercy in the sacrament of reconciliation. We can all seek forgiveness for our sins today and everyday. And of course, absolution for all sins will be available after the Jubilee Year of Mercy. The Year of Mercy is not a limited time special offer. God’s mercy is available always in this beautiful sacrament.
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