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Senator Eugene McCarthy, Hollow claims of victory, 1968 In 1968, Senator Eugene McCarthy was running for President on the Democratic Party ticket. By this time, there were nearly half-a-million American soldiers in Vietnam—a 200% increase from three years earlier. 15,000 American soldiers had been killed in the war. During one campaign speech, McCarthy summarized the posture of the American government during the previous five years.



“In 1963, we were told we were winning the war. In 1964, we were told the corner was being turned. In 1965 we were told the enemy was being brought to its knees. In 1966, 1967 and now again in 1968, we hear the same hollow claims of victory. For the fact is that the enemy is bolder than ever while we must enlarge our own commitment.” 1. From this statement, what can you infer about Senator McCarthy’s opinion about the war in Vietnam?



2. How might soldiers in the military feel about Senator McCarthy’s statement.



3. What does Senator McCarthy mean when he says “in 1968, we hear the same hollow claims of victory?



4. How could you cite what you read in this document to support your decision not to dodge the draft?



5. How could you cite what you read in this document to support your decision to dodge the draft?
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