









	
 Home

	 Add Document
	 Sign In
	 Create An Account














[image: PDFKUL.COM]






































	
 Viewer

	
 Transcript













86



Special Transportation In accordance with Federal, Provincial and Municipal legislative requirements, the Ottawa Student Transportation Authority (OSTA) is responsible for the provision and administration of all Ottawa Catholic School Board transportation service through school buses; public transit; and taxis or private vehicles. For more information about OSTA please see the following website: www.ottawaschoolbus.ca OSTA Special Transportation is categorized as small vehicle (van, taxi, small bus, wheelchair vehicle) service for students with special needs transported to home schools and/or to locations outside of the home school boundary.



Transportation for Students with Special Needs:



Within the Community School: Students attending their community schools may walk or take the regularly assigned school bus to/from school, while some may require special transportation in the form of a van to/from their community school. While Attending a Special Program in another school or facility: Some students need to attend special education programming outside of their community school attendance area. Students attending these special programs are provided with special transportation. Approval for Special Transportation: Students requiring any form of special transportation must be approved by the Board's Special Education and Student Services Department and the Ottawa Student Transportation Authority (OSTA). Depending on the student’s individual needs, special transportation may be approved for the following: • Students whose physical needs require special transportation • Students who would be unsafe on regular transportation due to behavior, communication, or cognitive delays • Students attending special education classes or programs outside of community school • Section 23 programs providing day treatment • Provincial Schools and Demonstration Schools A Student Request for Specialized Transportation and Personalized Accessibility Plan form must be completed by a school official and signed by parent and forwarded to the Special Education and Student Services Department for consideration and approval. 87



Once the eligibility criteria is approved at the board level, the form is received by the Ottawa Student Transportation Authority, where transportation is arranged. These steps are in accordance with the procedures outlined in the “Policies and Procedures – Transportation Services”, posted on the OSTA website. The designated van operator will contact parents/guardians directly with the arrangements and effective start date. All changes to special transportation, including times, dates, and addresses, require three to five business days to take effect. Safety and Criteria for Transportation Providers In accordance with Provincial legislative requirements, the Ottawa Student Transportation Authority (OSTA) is responsible for the provision and administration of all Ottawa Catholic School Board transportation service including safety and transportation providers. OSTA takes care of such matters as vehicle safety standards, maintenance of accurate vehicle manifests, licensing requirements, tuberculin testing for new drivers, Criminal Background Check, insurance requirements, vehicle identification and age, passenger loading conditions, two-way communication requirements, driver safety meetings and training requirements for the administration of Epipen, general company policy/handbook content, and a police check for drivers. In an emergency, drivers are requested to secure their vehicle and call dispatch. Dispatch may call 911, school and/or parents/guardians. Ongoing communication between the Special Education and Student Services Department and OSTA provides a continuance of the individualized special transportation required to meet the ongoing needs of our students. Ontario Regulation 191/11 – Integrated Accessibility Standards In the fall of 2014 we implemented the use of a coordinated transportation and accessibility form which meets the requirement that individual school transportation plans be created for any student with disabilities who uses school transportation services.
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