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WEDNESDAY



7:00 am Registration 8:00 – 8:15 am Sarah Wentzel-Fisher, Executive Director Opening Remarks 8:15 – 9:00 am Allen Williams Restore Soil Health & Ecosystem Health Through Adaptive Grazing 9:00 – 9:45 am Harrison Topp The Radical Re-Centering of a Wiseacre Young Farmer 9:45 – 10:15 am BREAK 10:15 – 11:00 am Larry Littlebird Bringing Back the Sacred in the Way We Eat, Grow and Share Our Food 11:00 – 11:45 am Wendell Gilgert Point Blue’s Rangeland Watershed Initiative: ReWatering California One Ranch at a Time 12:00 – 1:00 pm LUNCH—Sierra ballroom Beef provided by Panorama Meats, produce from Schwebach Farms, Wagner Farms, Silverleaf Farms, and grains from Vilicus Farms. 1:15 – 2:30 pm Rio Grande Water Fund Panel Fire and Rain: Economic, Ecological and Community Resilience Sandra Postel (moderator) Laura McCarthy Katherine Yuhas Toner Mitchell 2:30 – 3:00 pm BREAK 3:00 – 4:15 pm Carbon Ranching Panel Drawing it Down, Funding Regeneration Calla Rose Ostrander (moderator) Russell Chamberlin Kevin Watt Kevin Muno 4:30 pm Departure for PASTURE at Los Poblanos 4:45 – 7:15 pm PASTURE at Los Poblanos or dinner on your own 7:30 – 9:00 pm Keynote Conversation Mindful Meat Mary-Charlotte Domandi (moderator) Mike Callicrate Adam Danforth Deborah Madison



THURSDAY



7:00 am Registration 8:00 – 8:15 am Sarah Wentzel-Fisher, Executive Director Opening Remarks 8:15 – 8:45 am Rick Danvir Comparing effects of time-controlled grazing, traditional management and rest on vegetative covers 8:45 – 9:45 am Michael Phillips Soil Redemption Song 9:45 – 10:15 am BREAK 10:15 – 11:00 am Laura Paine Training the Next Generation of Land Stewards 11:00 – 11:45 am Radical Center Awards and Panel Ranching - Wink Crigler Conservation - Ernie Atencio Civil Service - Ron Mortensen, Curtis Chee, and Mark Willis Research - Rachel Gilker and Kathy Voth 12:00 – 1:15 pm LUNCH—Sierra ballroom Beef provided by Panorama Meats, produce from Schwebach Farms, Wagner Farms, Silverleaf Farms, and grains from Vilicus Farms. 1:00 – 1:30 pm Book Signing - Ocatillo room Facilitated by Bookworks Inc. (featured authors on page 14) 1:30 – 2:15 pm Keri Brandt and Janine Fitzgerald Zombie Agriculture: Debt, Death, and The Radical Center 2:15 – 2:45 pm Lance Bernal Wildlife Ecology and Grazing 2:45 – 3:15 pm BREAK 3:15 – 4:45 pm Roundtable Session 1 See adjacent page for details 4:45 - 5:30 pm BREAK 5:30 – 6:30 pm Career Connection: An Agricultural Jobs Fair 6:30 - 7:30 pm BREAK 7:30 – 9:00 pm Rethinking Beaver: Old nuisance or new partner? A film screening and discussion Cathryn Wild (moderator) Michael Bain Terry Mitchell James Rogers 4



FRIDAY 7:00 am 



Registration



9:45 – 10:15 am 



BREAK



8:00 – 8:15 am 8:15 – 9:45 am 



10:15 – 11:15 am 11:15 – 11:30 am 



A



Sarah Wentzel-Fisher, Executive Director Opening Remarks Roundtable Sessions 2 See details below Michelle Otero A Stand of Aspens: Reflections on Standing Together Closing Remarks



Roundtables



E



Holistic Management for the Radical Center Dr. Ann Adams



What are the human, financial, and natural resource issues you face? What tools and techniques have you found to be helpful in addressing these issues? Holistic Management is a systems approach for effective adaptive management of all resources. Using a value-based decision-making process you can create common ground even in high-conflict situations and determine appropriate action plans for key stakeholders. This roundtable will include Holistic Management practitioners and educators sharing the results they have seen using this process. Come share your challenges and successes to deepen our learning of effective tools for the radical center.



B



Shouldering the Burden of Food and Debt Keri Brandt and Janine Fitzgerald



C



Point Blue’s Rangeland Watershed Initiative: ReWatering California One Ranch at a Time Wendell Gilgert



How can we overcome institutional and disciplinary barriers toward more effective, collaborative outcomes at the radical center? What does each of us need to do to become more tuned to collaboration across jurisdictions, disciplines, regulations, and financing mechanisms to deliver better results? What success stories can we tell that illustrate these important changes?



F



Point Blue Conservation Science collaborates with the NRCS, cooperating ranchers, RCD’s and conservation partners to improve rangelands in California. The companion effort, the Rangeland Monitoring Network (RMN) measures soil carbon, vegetative trends, and wildlife habitat benefits of prescriptive grazing and associated grazing practices. This roundtable will explore how to better build working partner biologist programs in other regions.



D



Leading from the Land: Finding Common Ground in Public Policy Lesli Allison



Few policy makers today have experience in land and natural resource management. As a result, public policies impacting working lands are often driven by competing special interest groups, DC-based think tanks, and political rhetoric. If we want public policies that make sense on the ground, unite rather than divide, and provide for future generations, it’s time to exert unified leadership from the land. The place-based collaborative movement that has emerged in the West over the past two decades has the potential to better inform public policy and help bring a perilously divided nation back onto common ground. This roundtable will consider current efforts and opportunities to bring this movement to scale.



The emotional and financial costs related to eating and growing food in an industrial system neglect ecological, communal, and spiritual concerns. We will have a discussion both about how debt affects farming and ranching practices and the emotional work of producing food for consumers who are disconnected from agriculture. We will generate ideas and action items around debt relief and on how to better integrate consumers into the realities of agricultural practices. 



Cultivating Healthy Land, More Than the Sum of Its Parts Jan-Willem Jansens



G



Mycorrhizal Stewardship Michael Phillips



H



Building a Culture of Mentorship in Agriculture Laura Paine & Monica Pless



How do we as growers best carry fungal futures forward? Which scenarios call for mycorrhizal inoculum? And which are good to go? What does Southwest fungal diversity look like? How do mycorrhizae correlate with good grazing practice? How can we as growers do even better as regards the Nondisturbance Principle? Time to delve into fungal consciousness as a primary driver of sustainable land stewardship.



The Grassfed Xchange Philosophy Allen Williams



Join current and prospective ranching and farming mentors for a discussion of agricultural apprenticeship. What are the keys to a successful mentoring relationship? What are common challenges in training the next generation? This session will cover the nuts and bolts, from hiring to setting expectations, giving feedback to structuring productive learning. It will also encourage sharing lessons, concerns, successes, skills, goal setting, and the holistic mindset needed for aspiring agrarians to manage operations and steward land.



Picking up on the three principles of adaptive grazing presented in his plenary talk, Allen Williams will lead a discussion focused on strategies that producers and interested parties can use to practically implement these on their land. Everyone faces unique challenges in their particular contexts. This is an opportunity to discuss adaptive management practices and how they can produce a positive influence on your local and regional weather, greater drought resilience, and reduce flooding potential, while improving net profits per acre and quality of life. 5
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