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Illinois Reflections on the Peace Corps



“After 50 years we can go on Google Earth and see one of the projects (another Peace Corps Volunteer) and I worked on. The earthen dam is still there, visible on Google and appears to have been improved on, and a road has been built across the top of it. Furthermore, the area, which was desolate at the time of our efforts, has been developed into a religious (Hindu) destination with restaurants and hotels. Some of our other projects did not fare so well over the years but the Sita Madre erosion control dam is a testimony to the Peace Corps effort in Varanasi district.” John E. Paskevicz India 1966 – 1967 Arlington Heights, IL 60004



“The Peace Corps Community means I am part of a very special group of people who loves adventure, loves connecting with others, and embraces new ideas and opportunities with rare vigor! How awesome is that?!” Kimberly Taylor Honduras 1992 – 1994 Rolling Meadows, IL 60008



“The strength and courage of the Nigerian women in labor and childbirth inspired me to spend many years in the US studying to become a certified nurse midwife. Their warmth and kindness in the face of severe poverty and lack of resources is a constant reminder of all we have to appreciate in our daily lives. I learned the vital importance of culture, and have raised my children to respect and admire cultures other than their own.” Phyllis A. Sommer PhD Niger 1978 – 1981 Buffalo Grove, IL 60089



“(My proudest Peace Corps accomplishment was) Being able to coordinate efforts of USIS, AID, Peace Corps, and La Biblioteca Nacional (national library) in the formation of 49 rural libraries throughout the country of Panama.” David G. Hines Panama 1964 - 1966 Woodstock, IL 60098



Illinois Reflections on the Peace Corps



“...To create a small business women’s center was one of my biggest accomplishments. This allowed me to use my business and problem solving experiences. We created a 12-step business curriculum and started teaching classes…a university student, Lena P., working at the center…translated the classes into Russian. We had a psychologist to assist with the classes. The first time Lena or Oxana taught the class was my proudest moment…. After a while, Lena P. taught English classes. We applied for and received a small grant to purchase three computers and Internet access.” Vicki Ingersoll Ukraine 2001-2003 Crystal Lake, IL 60012



“I consider the most important goal in the mission of the Peace Corps is to lay the foundation for global peace by promoting mutual understanding of different cultures. Living and working side-by-side with the citizens of another country, sharing cultures and languages, and educating each other about cultural values and challenges in life, diminishes the concept of ‘exotic’ foreigners… Upon return to the United States, I noticed how people here tend to perceive the people of Africa. Hearing people use descriptors such as poor, tribal, uneducated, and even lazy. I wrote a book about experiences in the rural village that was my home for two years to highlight shared values despite cultural differences.” Ryan C. Iehl Malawi 2009-2011 Crystal Lake, IL 60012



“(My proudest Peace Corps moment was) creating a three-week leadership camp for the children that were part of the Daughters of Charity youth program. Teaching valuable skills to the children with my fellow Mekelle Peace Corps volunteers Daniel Hoekwater and Nick Strnd.” Shelley Ann Tekeste Ethiopia 2008 – 2010 Park Forest, IL 60466
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“(Peace Corps) impacted my entire adult life by providing me with a career direction that I had not considered before my Peace Corps experience. It also provided me with a world perspective I would never have developed, an empathy for a region and its people that has continued to grow over time.” Richard A. Orem Tunisia 1970 – 1972 Dekalb, IL 60115



“(Peace Corps means a) Community of people who care about international issues.” John J. Kulczycki Ethiopia 1963 – 1965 Chicago, IL 60610



“Once I returned home (from Peace Corps service), I was a TEFL volunteer, and I worked closely with English language learners. Two of my students continued to study and passed the FLEX exam to study abroad in the U.S. for one year. I was able to visit them in the U.S. and see first-hand how their hard work paid off. In addition to those two students, I had a number of students who continued their education at the American University in Kazakhstan.” Megan Monahan Turkmenistan 2008 – 2010 Chicago, IL 60613



“The Peace Corps was a life-changing experience for me. I grew up in the segregated south where the laws and policies kept others and me from learning and having positive experiences beyond our identified boundaries. During the Peace Corps Training in St. Petersburg, FL, I experienced White people for the first time in a group process. Several of the White Peace Corps trainees said that this was the first time that they interacted with a Black person. This training took place in 1967. I have maintained a friendship with many of these trainees turned Peace Corps volunteers for 50 years” James Gross Venezuela 1967 – 1969 Chicago, IL 60619



Illinois Reflections on the Peace Corps



“The people I worked with in my host community were so inspiring, supportive, and hardworking. My time with them was truly humbling and inspirational. I’ve met and been able to work with people from every background, religion, ethnicity, etc., and that means the world to me. At its core, Peace Corps is a vehicle to understanding, collaboration, and, as the mission states, world peace and friendship.” Jeffery Rhodes Zambia 2005-2007 Chicago, IL 60651



“(Peace Corps is) A group of friends I can count on to have a huge overlap with stuff I think is important. Lifelong friendships. Empathy for immigrants and others who are ’out of place’.’” Jeff Dreyfuss PhD Saint Lucia 1967-1969 Chicago, IL 60657



“When I was working teaching English at a Bushmen project; one day, I heard a voice at the door. ’I go home now. I see you Monday.’ I said ’okay,’ concentrating on my work, and then I looked up. It was one of my students, saying his first full sentences in English.” Barbara M. Macy Botswana 1992-1995; Eritrea 1997-1998 Galena, IL 61036



“(My proudest Peace Corps moment was) Creating a meaningful, multi-faceted family planning exhibition during the Godavari Pushkaram. Incorporating volunteers and providing services was very satisfying.” Harlan Johnson India 1965-1968 Rockford, IL 61102



Illinois Reflections on the Peace Corps



“(Peace Corps) simply expanded my view of the world. One result is that since 2002 (through 2009), I have gone on short-term mission trips to Russia and Eastern Europe. Since 2011, I have gone on short-term mission trips to Nicaragua. As a result of these trips to Nicaragua, I have returned to study Spanish again at the local universities (ICC and Bradley), now one course/year.” Alan L. Stahl PhD Costa Rica 1966 – 1968 Peoria, IL 61615



“I have had feedback from other volunteers who had worked in the area I had been, along with personal communications with principal in-country co- workers who have informed me that what I had taught the local farmers is still being implemented to this day and their memory of me has not been for- gotten. It is a lasting legacy and the farmers have profited greatly as a result, which leaves me very proud.” James M. Lang Paraguay 1975 – 1977 Champaign, IL 61821



“From the perspective of the present it is very gratifying to see former students in positions of leadership in the government and private sectors as well as official ambassadors in their respective countries.” Bruce Condill Uganda 1965 – 1968 Arthur, IL 61911
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