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Maryland Reflections on the Peace Corps “Others involved in this Peace Corps work as volunteers help me recall the positive energy I felt many years ago and encourage me to know that what we achieved at that time will continue in others who come after.” Lee Havis Panama 1966 – 1968 College Park, MD 20740



“I can honestly say, I would not be the person I am today if I had not been a Peace corps volunteer. I served two tours in Niger...Both experiences were very different. Both taught me to accept difference, to embrace change, to trust myself, to fear almost nothing, to believe in goodness, and to enjoy what life brings.” Valarie Anne Napawanetz Niger 1975 – 1977; 1983 – 1985 West River, MD 20778



“After leaving Peace Corps as staff in 1998, I worked with non-governmental organizations for a couple of years and then joined the Department of State. In the many assignments I have had since then, I take my Peace Corps lessons with me in my heart. Humility, appreciation, and a sense of humor work in all cultures, and I believe my professional life has been positively impacted.” Mark R. Nachtrieb Nepal 1983 – 1985; Staff 1991 – 1998 Bethesda, MD 20814



“Many ex-Peace Corps volunteers have observed that the people we worked with gave far more to us than we could ever give to them. To me, they gave a calling that became a 40-year labor movement career. Even today, the memory from a different time and place stays with me, that justice does not always fail; that the rich are always with us, but the poor can also persist and rise.” Carl L. Proper Panama 1968-1971 Chevy Chase, MD 20815



Maryland Reflections on the Peace Corps



“Spending two years in Africa with the Peace Corps got me out in the world, showed me how different and yet the same human life is on this planet. It introduced me to the people of Swaziland in a way that gave my life a permanent uplift. The middle- aged business men I worked with were wonderful to me. The experience of being out there in the world changed my life. It got me out of my rut, got me to think about what I wanted to do, and got me on the road to where I am…I tell all young people to give part of their 20s to an adventure like we had, something positive, something stunning in its effect.”   Christopher J. Matthews Swaziland 1968-1970 Chevy Chase, MD 20815



“Through requests of villagers and people living in the surrounding ’veredas’ (in Colombia) and with the help of Alliance for Progress funds and CARE, we completed three rural school buildings and had a bridge under construction when we left. In addition, we were teaching three to ten classes a week in nutrition, sanitation, hygiene, sewing, and knitting to the women, and simple scientific concepts at the village elementary schools. The program was full, diverse, and enduring; when I returned for a visit 25 years later, many villagers attested to boiling their drinking water and sewing to feed their families. They showed me with pride that they were still practicing the lessons learned from us.” Patricia Wand Colombia 1963 – 1965; Eastern Caribbean (staff) 1969 Bethesda, MD 20816



“Forty years after my service, I returned to Pete, Senegal, for a visit. Where I had helped construct the second primary classroom, I now found two primary schools, a middle school, and a lycee! Where I had helped on a well project, I now found five capped wells with pipes to five sectors of the prosperous village, with public faucets. Since the women no longer have to spend all day pulling and hauling water, they have vegetable gardens around each site. Forty years ago, there simply were no vegetables” Paul Guenette Senegal 1975 – 1979 Bethesda, MD 20817



Maryland Reflections on the Peace Corps



“Many years ago, I was involved in marketing the Peace Corps in the US to attract more older volunteers, more individuals with professional skills, and more minorities. As part of this effort, we did a study among Returned Peace Corps Volunteers; one of the questions was something like, 'What concerns you the most about your Peace Corps experience?' The most frequent answer, as I recall, was a concern that their work would be forgotten, that the sand and dust would blow over their tracks, and in a few years, there would be no trace of the good work they had done. Since then, I have spent a career working on social change initiatives, and that survey response is as relevant today as it was then.” Bill Novelli Peace Corps HQ Staff 1970 -1972 Bethesda, MD 20817



“[My proudest accomplishment in the Peace Corps was] recruiting a local agronomist, Juan Carlos, to be general manager of the farm so it could be sustainable and provide employment and a better life for the mentally and physically handicapped workers on the farm. We negotiated a contract with a local entrepreneur to grow 10,000 hardwood seedlings for a reforestation project along the coast and developed income generating activities for the farm.” Dr. Jim Packard Winkler Costa Rica 1982 - 1984 Bethesda, MD 20817



“Fifty years later, we treasure continuing friendships with some of our Afghan colleagues and have reconnected with Peace Corps people through writing ‘The Early Years of Peace Corps in Afghanistan: A Promising Time,’ published under the Peace Corps Writers imprint in 2014…We are now working with Friends of Afghanistan to support women weavers in Bamiyan province. We are also exploring with our former colleagues how to tell the story of the Kabul Times from 1962 – 1980.” Frances Irwin Afghanistan 1964-1967 Bethesda, MD 20817



Maryland Reflections on the Peace Corps



“I translated a training manual into Spanish and taught groups of Dominican business consultants to use the spreadsheet program Lotus 1-2-3. I adapted to circumstances when electricity was not available to support computer work in the office by finding new projects in the ’campo,’ or countryside. I am proud of my work with women's groups and coordination with other Peace Corps volunteers who participated in community projects to improve living standards.” Reenie T. Wagner Dominican Republic 1988 – 1990 Rockville, MD 20851



“I was always happy to see my students do well in their studies, but I was never sure I accomplished anything ’significant’ during my two years in Asella until 41 years later when I and three Returned Peace Corps Volunteer colleagues, together with an Ethiopian-American professor, visited Asella in 2009 to help stock our old school’s library. The students and faculty (a few of whom were our old students) gave us a welcoming reception of a lifetime, equivalent to a New York City ticker tape parade…At our school, faculty members told us repeatedly how us Peace Corps volunteers helped them to improve their lives. Two students who lived with me had become successful professionals, one a chemical engineering teacher at Addis Ababa University and the other a senior official at a world class non-governmental organization.  ” Randy Marcus Ethiopia, 1966-1968 Rockville, MD 20852



“(Peace Corps) changed my life and reoriented my mind to multicultural critical thinking and a life of continuous learning and public service.” Michael Conklin India 1966 – 1968 Sandy Spring, MD 20860



Maryland Reflections on the Peace Corps



“Peace Corps has taught me that one person can really make a positive impact on the lives of others, whether in a foreign country or here at home in the United States.” Stephan Malinowski Grenada 1973-1977 Germantown, MD 20874



“Those who have served within or with the Peace Corps; because of those experiences, they tend to share common approaches to issues of international development and do share a sense of the reality of the complexities of the development of issues other countries confront as they try to resolve them.” John Hatch III Tanzania 1963–1963; Ethiopia 1967–1967; Kenya 1976 –1976; Gambia 1976- 1976 {Staff} Gaithersburg, MD 20877



“Peace Corps made the world accessible to me. It gave me a glimpse of the lives and struggles of the people of Tanzania, and from that opening I have since spent my entire career on issues of water supply and environmental health in over 60 countries.” Dr. Dennis B. Warner Tanzania 1964 – 1966 Gaithersburg, MD 20877



“Peace Corps, if you think of it as one large community, had more impact on me than any other work in my life. The people in the project were some of the nicest, most ethical, idealistic, and committed people I have ever known. I look forward to reading the publication soon to come out to find out where they went and what they are doing.” Dr. Michael Robinson Malaysia 1966-1968 Montgomery Village, MD 20886



Maryland Reflections on the Peace Corps “Peace Corps led my 'conversion' from mathematical economist to development economist, and a 50-year career in assisting developing countries and later countries affected by conflict.” Eric R. Nelson Philippines 1968 – 1970 Kensington, MD 20895



“[My proudest accomplishment in the Peace Corps was] initiating a preschool program for the children in Brasilandia, Brazil; because there was only one school, the early grades were overcrowded and children were not progressing. There was an apparent need for assistance with addressing that problem and preschool was a new concept to the local authorities...After discussing the situation with one of the two teachers in the school, and with the town’s mayor, I was given permission to try this ‘new’ methods...The first two days of class I had three students, but by the end of the week the number had increased to ten. At the end of the next week the number had increased to 25 and I had to stop accepting children. The teacher, Terezina, from the local school, who supported my idea, was so excited about the success of the program that she offered to help me if I would consider adding an afternoon session. Well, of course I did.” Norma Wilson Brazil 1962 - 1964 Silver Spring, MD 20910



“(My proudest Peace Corps moment was) The inauguration of my Peace Corps Partnership School Addition Project.” Robert B. Giallongo Nepal 1984 – 1986 Silver Spring, MD 20910



“As a Peace Corps volunteer, I was proud to represent the US as a friendly American who was genuinely interested in the culture and people of Belize, making many friendships that last to this day.” Linda Kolko Jamaica 1984 – 1986; Belize 1972 – 1974; Belize Staff 1982 – 1984 Takoma Park, MD 20912



Maryland Reflections on the Peace Corps “I draw on my Peace Corps experience in one way or another every day.” Nathan Holt Botswana 1980 - 1983 Takoma Park, MD 20912



“In so many ways, (Peace Corps) made me an international peace maker, literally, since it got me a job with the UN.” Jay J. Levy Brazil 1966-1968 Takoma Park, MD 20912



“The Peace Corps makes you grow and also learn to appreciate life, people, and the opportunity to help as much as you can whenever and wherever you can. My husband and I have made numerous trips to nations in the world on missions to continue to do the same as we did in Peace Corps. We have been to nations in Africa, Europe, and Asia. We volunteer in the prisons, teaching and ministering and collecting clothes and other needed items for those in need.” Janice East Grant, PhD Liberia 1970 – 1975 Aberdeen, MD 21001



“My international agriculture experience and government employment status also enabled me to get a great job working for US Department of Agriculture in Washington, DC, where I held positions for the next 20 years until I retired from government service in 2011.” Bill Macheel Swaziland 1977-1979; Democratic Rep. of Congo (Staff) 1985-1988; Lesotho (Staff) 1988-1990 Ellicott City, MD 21042 “My Peace Corps experience both in Cameroon and working in Washington, D.C., started me on a wonderful career in international development.” Gary Laidig Cameroon Staff 1974 – 1976; US Staff 1982 – 1986 Columbia, MD 21044
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“After leaving the Peace Corps, I became an ESL teacher. I taught English to kids and adults who were new to the United States. I know that my effort was beneficial to them. I feel that I made a difference in the lives of these people. I have the Peace Corps to thank for helping me make my life meaningful to me as well as my students.” Linda Sherry Mendelson Chile 1965 – 1967 Columbia, MD 21045



“(Peace Corps) is a family of which I am very proud. It also gives me some hope for our government when I learn that a representative has served in the Peace Corps, because this suggests that he or she has learned to listen, to appreciate different points of view and different cultures, and has mastered some diplomacy when interacting with others.” Katherine Muldoon-Ibrahim Chile 1966 – 1968 Fallston, MD 21047



“My proudest (Peace Corps) moments were outside of my official role as a Peace Corps English teacher. In fact, our schools days were often disrupted by student strikes. However, the local people came to me for medical assistance which I was more than glad to provide.” Karen D. Speicher Ethiopia 1973 – 1975 Crofton, MD 21114



“Peace Corps introduced me to West Africa (and eventually to my West African family), to a career in mathematics education, and to an interest in ethno- mathematics, the interaction of mathematics and culture. All have remained central to my life for nearly a half-century.” Dr. Lawrence Hoyt Shirley Sierra Leone 1969 - 1972 Towson, MD 21204



Maryland Reflections on the Peace Corps



“I am most proud of the impact I had on my students at the new University Santa Mara La Antigua. Many have gone on and had a major impact in government and business. I am also proud of the university that has become a major institution of higher education in Panama.” Fred Lazarus IV Panama 1966 – 1968 Baltimore, MD 21210       “After my Peace Corps service I decided to pursue a master’s degree in international development management and I have been working in that field ever since; 20+ years now, working to help improve people’s lives and the world we all live in”. Bridget Rohrbough Sierra Leone 1989-1991 Baltimore, MD 21212



“As I am now older, and maybe a little wiser, I understand the world is small. We either all win together or we lose together. US citizens can sometimes be very isolated. The Peace Corps enables one to be part of the world. Probably every decision I have made since 1975 has been a result of Peace Corps. Thank you.” Noreen Armetta Lynch Chile 1975-1977 Annapolis, MD 21403



“What I learned in Peru has impacted my 40+ years as a teacher, school administrator, husband, father, and US citizen in ways that are difficult, perhaps impossible, to explain to anyone who has not had a similar experience. I wish that far more US citizens were able to gain a broader perspective on our country’s place in the world.” Daniel Thomas McGuire Peru 1969 – 1971 Easton, MD 21601



Maryland Reflections on the Peace Corps



“The Peace Corps Community means the volunteers and the people they impacted during their years of service. Returned volunteers continue to serve in their home communities and work to cement the work that they began as volunteers.” Patricia A. Raynor Niger 1977-1979 Brunswick, MD 21716



“My outlook as a citizen of the world as a result of my Peace Corps experience is more open and interested in all cultures.” Anne C. Howes Malaysia 1964 - 1966 Emmitsburg, MD 21727
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