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Minnesota Reflections on the Peace Corps



“Our strength, it seems to me, is in our diversity, not in mindless commercialization and homogenization of everything and everyone. The Peace Corps Community is the embodiment of this understanding and appreciation of our common humanity. We need lots more of it in the world today.” Dwight Robinson Malaysia 1967-1969 Red Wing, MN 55066



“I’m most proud of the way our volunteers and staff performed during the rescue and reconstruction in the aftermath of the massive 1976 earthquake is Guatemala. Their dedication, resourcefulness, and selfless hard work were truly outstanding.” Gary M. Wederspahn Staff Ecuador 1967 – 1970; Guatemala 1973 – 1977; Costa Rica 1977 – 1979; South Africa 1997 – 1998 South Saint Paul, MN 55075



“(Peace Corps) was transformational, leading to an initial career in international development and my subsequent occupation as an academic (professor of geography).” William Moseley Mali 1987 – 1989 St. Paul, MN 55105



“(My favorite Peace Corps memories) include development of an agricultural co-op providing seed distribution, experimental plots, crop maintenance services, and vegetable projects with some 300 families. I also participated in the development of a wood products industry and the establishment of the first public library and taught classes at (a) priest's school in mathematics, history, and English.” Kenneth E. Flies Brazil 1962 – 1964 Eagan, MN 55122
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“(My proudest Peace Corps accomplishment was when I) Published a three-language medical dictionary in Turkmen, Russian, and English with my husband Jack Bardon.” Jane Bardon Turkmenistan 2003-2005 Saint Paul, MN 55127



“I have become a truly international citizen and far less tribal in my outlook. My volunteer life has expanded considerably.” Edward “Jack” Bardon MD Turkmenistan 2003 – 2005 Saint Paul, MN 55127



“Peace Corps gave me a very good appreciation for other cultures, their customs, their beliefs, and their values. My time in Iran taught me that people, no matter where you live, have many of the same wants and desires as anyone else. In spite of what national leaders say and do, the everyday people are no different than me and only want to be able to provide for themselves and their families.” Larry D. Henke Iran 1972 - 1974 Zimmerman, MN 55398



“(Because of Peace Corps) I feel more like a citizen of the world and have more caring for issues that concern the lives of people all around the globe, such as nutrition, healthcare, and education.” Barbara Pierce Campbell Colombia 1970 – 1972 Minneapolis, MN 55407



“(Peace Corps) has greatly broadened my view of the world and has reduced how racist I am. Having lived as one of a handful of white persons in a town of 3,000 Africans, the experience made me far less inclined to think of African-Americans as other.” Todd Otis Senegal 1967 – 1969 Minneapolis, MN 55408
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“I still believe (Peace Corps) is a necessary antidote and balance to the power principles in American Foreign Policy.” Nicholas M. Schommer Colombia 1966 - 1968 Minneapolis, MN 55410



“My (Peace Corps) accomplishments were working with the local people in my community. In all of my projects, I would work with various partners to help them achieve various projects to help the community; such as the adult day care center or the resource library.” Mary Adams Latvia 1995 – 1997 Minneapolis, MN 55411



“I believe I’ve been able to promote global awareness in my American students when I returned to the US, which I do believe is useful.” Gail F. Hughes PhD Lesotho 1970 - 1972 Minneapolis, MN 55414



“(Peace Corps) means support when one is not on the path they wish to be, both career-wise and/or personal-wise. I would not have the faith, strength, nor the willpower to live each day, without the acquaintances, experiences (thus memories), and knowledge of the Honduran, global, and Peace Corps friends I gained, during my two years of service.” Mary E. Kopriva Honduras 1982 – 1984 Minneapolis, MN 55419



“Seeing one of my students…win an essay contest open to all students in the Western Province of the Solomon Islands…It changed his life as he found out that he had potential he never understood before. Twenty years later he became principal of the school we were assigned to as Peace Corps Volunteers in 1991.” Diane J. Darr Solomon Island 1990-1992 Bloomington, MN 55431
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“...Upper Volta is one of the poorest countries on the planet where we were given one of the most challenging jobs of our lives, living in situations we could have never imagined; now memories which we celebrate today, memories which have indelibly marked our lives. For me and for many, it was a defining moment in our lives which changed us and our perceptions of the world where we grew up; experiencing the abject poverty and incredible generosity of our African friends and going home to try and share those times.” Dennis Fitzpatrick Burkina Faso 1967 – 1968 Grand Marais, MN 55604



“(Peace Corps) is a back and forth of giving and receiving; some not so good and some great experiences. Throwing myself into experiences I didn’t really know much about but willing to learn because I was there to be a teacher. Knowing so much more of a culture I was unfamiliar with, so privileged to have had the opportunity to serve.” Marge Riese Eastern Caribbean 1991-1993 Mankato, MN 56001



“(My proudest Peace Corps accomplishment was) Looking down from the grey-white marble steps of the state of Merida governmental palace for an overview of the newly formed La Mesa women's handicrafts co-op members observing their excellent creations on display in the most prominent place in Merida; my thoughts kept returning to the fact that many of the artisans now made as much in a week as their spouses earned in a month while sewing the traditional woven black cloth and leather soled sandals.” Sara Aeikens Venezuela 1964 – 1966 Albert Lea, MN 56007



“(Peace Corps means) Being able to see things from a different perspective and respect people’s cultures and beliefs.” James A. Christopherson Liberia 1976 – 1978 Fergus Falls, MN 56537
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