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NATIONAL BAR INSTITUTE LAW STUDENT FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM The National Bar Institute (NBI) was established in 1982 as the philanthropic arm of the National Bar Association (NBA). The Law Student Fellowship Program, a project of the Institute, was developed to assist students who are completing professional law degrees. As more African-Americans have successfully entered the legal profession and their contributions have gained wider recognition, the NBI has recognized the need to support law students in public interest areas, or in those specialties deemed critical which remain underrepresented within the legal profession. ELIGIBILITY AND SELECTION CRITERIA The NBI Law Student Fellowship Program invites applications from law students who:  Have demonstrated a commitment to pursuing equality and justice through work in their law schools, their neighborhoods and community;  Are U.S. citizens or permanent residents;  Are carrying a full-time class load at an accredited U.S. law school;  Have at least two consecutive years of full-time law student experience and will complete graduation requirements within two semesters;  Intend to return to a community to practice law once their legal training is completed. Applications are reviewed by a NBI panel. Law students in all areas of law are encouraged to apply. Fellowships range from $1000 to $10,000 depending on the availability of funds. It is understood that in many cases the fellowship award will be supplemented by other sources of income, and we encourage all candidates to seek other funding sources. Selection of recipients is competitive, and decisions will be based on the use of the following criteria:    



Qualifications of applicant; Potential of applicant to make significant contributions to the field of law; Commitment to equality and justice in his/her field of study and/or in his/her community; Financial need.



Applicants are encouraged to develop a productive working relationship with local NBA Affiliates or Regions. The Institute is particularly interested in receiving applications from students who want to present a plan for addressing problems in our communities.



The Law Student Fellowship Program application cycle for each year is as follows: February 1 May 15 August 15



Begin accepting applications Applications must be received deadline Notification letters mailed



Email application to [email protected]



Application for National Bar Institute Law Student Fellowship Program Application must be received no later than May 15th You must be a member of the NBA to apply. There is no fee for student memberships. No hand-written applications will be accepted. The application is a PDF document and can be converted to Word if not using Adobe Pro. All questions must be answered. If questions are left unanswered, your application will be returned for you to complete. Your application must be endorsed by a current financial member of the National Bar Association (NBA). See Endorsement section on page 3. A personal interview or visit is not necessary.



Date Submit electronic photo with your application. Student’s Name _____________________________________________________________________________ First Middle Last Permanent Address _______________________________ City ____________________ State ____ Zip ________ Phone Number _____________________________Email_____________________________________________ Marital Status ________________ Number of Children ______________________________________________ U.S. Citizen



Yes



No If no, country of citizenship _______________________________________



Parent/Guardian’s Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________ Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ City ________________________________________________________State ___________Zip_____________ Country__________________________________________ Phone Number _____________________________ Name of Law School you are attending ___________________________________________________________ Name of Dean ______________________________________________________________________________ Address ____________________________________________________________________________________ City _____________________________________________________State ___________Zip __________________ Month/Year started Law School __________________________________________________________________________ Month/Year anticipated completion of Law School ___________________________________________________________ Date of NBA student membership____________________________________________ 1



Educational Background and Community Activities 1. List names and addresses of high school and undergraduate school attended, including dates and grade point averages. _____________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ 2. List academic honors received in undergraduate school and law school, including purposes and dates. _____________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ 3. Other than employment, describe extracurricular activities in undergraduate school and law school. _____________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ 4. Briefly describe current and/or recent work experiences, including name and address of employer, supervisor’s name and dates of employment. ______________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________ 5. Submit a list of your proposed curriculum and course of study in law school. Include a listing by fall and spring of the courses you will be taking in your final year of law school. ______________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________ 6. Briefly describe your interest in the legal profession and your future goals as they relate to the profession. ______________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________ 7. Provide a brief statement, in your words, as to why you believe you should receive the fellowship. ______________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________ If you plan to return to your community after graduation, identify the name and location of the community. ___________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________ Financial Information 1. Financial need is weighted in considering your application. Itemize your expected educational costs for your final year, including tuition, fees, books, transportation and housing. ______________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________ 2. If there are circumstances of financial hardship, also include a personal financial statement detailing all sources of income to pay your law school expenses. The personal financial statement must include detailed monthly expenses. _______________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________



2



CERTIFICATION AND CONSENT TO RELEASE INFORMATION* I certify the information included in this application for a fellowship is true and correct. I authorize the NBI to contact my law school to verify my enrollment, course curriculum and grade rankings.



Signature of Applicant



Date ENDORSEMENT*



For your application to be considered for the fellowship award, your application must carry the endorsement of a current financial NBA member. If you do not know a NBA member, we will provide you with the name and address of a NBA member in your city or state. NBA Member: Address City



State



Zip



Telephone Number Signature Date Do not mail your application to the NBA office. Email application to [email protected]. After your application is received, you will receive additional instructions for mailing the signed Certification and Consent to Release Information and the Endorsement forms. Do not write below this line NBI Official Use Only Date of Receipt



Date verified Student Membership _____________ Date verified current NBA Membership _____________ Date entered application in database_____________ Date acknowledgement of application sent to student ______________ Date sent to NBI Grants Committee ____________________________ Date notification letter mailed _________________________________ Committee Recommendation:



NBI Fellowship Application
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