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September 24, 2017 Pastor Kenton Rahn Archetype of a False Convert (John 13:18-30) Judas – The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing Verses 18-20 I do not speak of all of you. I know the ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘HE WHO EATS MY BREAD HAS LIFTED UP HIS HEEL AGAINST ME.’ “From now on I am telling you before it comes to pass, so that when it does occur, you may believe that I am He. “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me. Judas was chosen as a disciple, and chosen to fulfill prophecy (Ps. 41:9; Mt 27:9-10), but not chosen for eternal life. He was never an authentic believer: • He was a “devil” (John 6:70) • He was “the son of destruction” (John 17:12) • He was a “thief” (John 12:3-6) Verse 21 When Jesus had said this, He became troubled in spirit, and testified and said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, that one of you will betray Me.” Betrayal: “An abandonment or violation of trust by someone close to you.” Verse 22 The disciples began looking at one another, at a loss to know of which one He was speaking. Parable of the Wheat & Tares (Matthew 13:24-30) – genuine and false believers grow up side-by-side, and for a while they look virtually identical. Verses 23-26 There was reclining on Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved. So Simon Peter gestured to him, and said to him, “Tell us who it is of whom He is speaking.” He, leaning back thus on Jesus’ bosom, said to Him, “Lord, who is it?” Jesus then answered, “That is the one for whom I shall dip the morsel and give it to him.” So when He had dipped the morsel, He took and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. The Seating Chart – John was on the right side of Jesus, Judas was on the left. Why did Jesus give Judas the seat of honor? Verse 27 After the morsel, Satan then entered into him. Therefore Jesus said to him, “What you do, do quickly.” Demonic Possession – the danger of hardening our hearts against God’s word over and over. Verse 28-30 Now no one of those reclining at the table knew for what purpose He had said this to him. For some were supposing, because Judas had the money box, that Jesus was saying to him, “Buy the things we have need of for the feast”; or else, that he should give something to the poor. So after receiving the morsel he went out immediately; and it was night.



True and False Conversion “Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you fail to meet the test!” (2Cor 13:5; cf. 1Jn 5:13) Unreliable signs of conversion: 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.



Religious zeal and excitement Religious activity Expressions of commitment Conviction of sin Acceptance by other Christians Confidence in one’s salvation



Reliable signs of conversion: 1. Loving God for His own sake, not for self-interest 2. Love for holiness 3. Evangelical humiliation – a sense of one’s utter sinfulness and insufficiency to save oneself, accompanied by a sweet willingness to surrender to the will of God. 4. Understanding spiritual doctrines 5. The fruit of the Spirit 6. The fruit of good works 7. Persevering in one’s faith



Discussion Questions: 1. Has anyone ever betrayed you? If so, has that experience helped you relate more closely with Jesus? 2. Explain why Judas is an “archetype” of a false convert. How do we know that he was never a true believer? (John 6:70, 12:3-6, 17:12) 3. Why did Jonathan Edwards argue that some signs of conversion are reliable, while others are unreliable? 4. Did this message help you have a greater assurance of your salvation, or did any of the points shake you up a little? Please explain. 5. What main lesson or idea are you going to take away from the sermon this week?
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Sep 24, 2017 - Judas was chosen as a disciple, and chosen to fulfill prophecy (Ps. 41:9; Mt 27:9-10), but not chosen for eternal life. He was never an authentic ... 
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