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November 26, 2017 Dr. Jim Cecy Dining With Jesus: Lessons from the Upper Room “An Upper Room Holiday Feast” (John 16:1-11) Preaching Series: Dining With Jesus: Lessons from the Upper Room (John 13-17) Introduction: The Feast of Passover = The Jewish Thanksgiving Feast—celebrating God’s deliverance of His people.



I. The Bad News—About Which It Is Hard To Give Thanks John 16:1-4 “These things I have spoken to you so that you may be kept from stumbling. They will make you outcasts from the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to God. These things they will do because they have not known the Father or Me. But these things I have spoken to you, so that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told you of them. These things I did not say to you at the beginning, because I was with you.” John 15:18-21 “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also. But all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know the One who sent Me.” Romans 8:18 “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” 2 Corinthians 4:7-12 “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves; we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So death works in us, but life in you.” Hebrews 13:15 “Through Him then, let us continually offer up a SACRIFICE of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.” Praising God during the inevitable “outcast times” is the most substantial act of sacrificial thanksgiving



II. The Good News—About Which It Is Easy To Give Thanks John 16:5-11 “But now I am going to Him who sent Me; and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me; and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.” John 14:16-17 I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you. John 14:26-27 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.” A. The Holy Spirit is the Ever-Present Helper: He is the Comforter we need in times of trouble John 16:7 “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.” Helper = Greek: Paracletos (often translated “Paraclete”).



He is the Indwelling Holy Spirit • who comes alongside us as our Helper and Comforter • who declares the things to come • who guides us into truth as the Spirit of Truth • who is our intercessor and mediator • who reminds us of all that Jesus said • who proves the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment • who has as His primary focus to glorify Christ. NOTE: Whereas Jesus’ early ministry was confined to the first century in Judea, Galilee and parts of Samaria. However, His Holy Spirit was sent to minister in and through Christ’s disciples all over the world and in every age. Psalm 46:1-3 God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, And though the mountains slip into the heart of the sea; Though its waters roar and foam, Though the mountains quake at its swelling pride. Selah (a musical term (i.e. to pause and reflect. “Selah. Stop and think about that!”) B. The Holy Spirit is the Righteous Judge: He is the One who reveals the depth of the world’s sin and its impending judgment. It’s easy to think the world is winning... John 16:8-10 And He [i.e. the Holy Spirit], when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see Me...” Psalm 37:1-11 Do not fret because of evildoers, Be not envious toward wrongdoers. For they will wither quickly like the grass, And fade like the green herb. Trust in the Lord and do good; Dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness. Delight yourself in the Lord; And He will give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, and He will do it. He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, And your judgment as the noonday. Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who prospers in his way, Because of the man who carries out wicked schemes. Cease from anger and forsake wrath; Do not fret; it leads only to evildoing. For evildoers will be cut off, But those who wait for the Lord, they will inherit the land. Yet a little while and the wicked man will be no more; And you will look carefully for his place and he will not be there. But the humble will inherit the land, And will delight themselves in abundant prosperity. C. The Holy Spirit is the Constant Reminder: He is the One who reminds us that Satan has been defeated. John 16:11 “...the ruler of this world [the devil] has been judged.” The Devil may keep on roaring but he’s nonetheless a toothless lion! 1. The devil is a prowling lion trying devour us BUT we have the FAITH to resist him. 1 Peter 5:8-11 “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world. After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. To Him be dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 2. The devil no longer has the power of death over us BUT we have the HOPE to disarm him. Hebrews 2:14 “Through [Christ’s] death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil...” 1 Corinthians 15:54-58 “DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in victory. O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR 57 STING?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our T Lord Jesus Christ. herefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 3. The devil tries to tear us apart BUT we have the LOVE to conquer him. Ephesians 4:25-27 “Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not give the devil an opportunity.” Ephesians 4:29-32 “Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear. Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
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