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Public Hearing on MGNREGA (Thuamul Rampur and Junagarh Blocks) Kalahandi Held on 20th June 2011 at Bhawanipatna Though MGNREGA guarantees the rural masses 100days of wage employment and payment of wages within 15 days of work in a transparent manner, it is not followed here in Kalahandi district. The Job card holders either get less workdays or get the wages after 6-8 months of their work or get no wages for years together or wages at a lower rate fixed by the shadow contractor or their wage money vanishes from their Post Office account without their knowledge. On these issues of MGNREGA irregularities ANTODAYA organized one Public Hearing at RK Bhawan Hall of Bhawanipatna on 20th June 2011 attended by 256 target community people from 10 Gram Panchayats of Thuamul Rampur and Junagarh blocks of the district. In the Public Hearing eminent personalities like Rabi Dash (Noted Journalist of Orissa), Mr. Bira Kishor Panda (Ombudsman NREGA-Kalahandi), Mr. K. C. Behera (Judge Permanent Lok Adalat and Secretary Kalahandi district Legal Services Authority), Umi Daniel (Social Activist), Sudarshan Chhotray (Focus Orissa), Mr. Ashok Pattnaik (Member of the NREGA Grievance Redressal Committee – Kalahandi) joined as the Jury members. Mr. Pradip Pradhan (Convener, Orissa Soochana Adhikar Network and Right to Food campaign) and Dillip Kumar Das, Chairman ANTODAYA moderated the entire process. It is the first time in the history of Public Hearings in Orissa that, a Judicial Magistrate (Permanent Judge – Lok Adalat) from the Judgeship of Kalahandi who is also the Secretary of the District Legal Services Authority Kalahandi attended as a Jury member for Hearing of the cases. During the Public Hearing participating Job Card holders put their grievances and testimonies (both individual and community) before the Jury members and fellow villagers. In the process 33 (thirty three) testimonies were presented from different villages of the area (Detail of the testimonies attached in a separate document herewith) from which the following points came into light. In no case the wages are paid within the stipulated period of 15 days from the work and people are to wait for 6 months or more to get their wage money In no case 100 days of work is being provided Nowhere the minimum wage rate and equal wage for men and women is followed and people are paid less than Rs. 60/- per day. Nowhere the onsite facilities (Child care provision, Shelter, Drinking water etc.) are provided for the workers, especially for women Wage money deposited in the pass book of the Job card holder fraudulently withdrawn by ghost /unknown persons without the knowledge of the account holder (Refer: Sabha Majhi case of Sorishbundel) Job cards are kept by the PEO or JE Fake entries in the Job card Payment is shown in the Website before actual payment is made Payment is delayed even for more than a year in case of FARM PONDS and for the payment the beneficiary has to mortgage the household belongings to pay the wages of the labourers Gross misappropriation in workdays as well as wage payment in case of NREGA work executed by Forest Department in Jaring area of Junagarh block. Hearing all these cases the Jury members expressed their concern over the issues. Mr. Bira Kishor Panda (Ombudsman) has assured to take up the cases, where Ashok Pattnaik (member NREGA grievance Committee) put forth the cases before Collector Kalahandi immediately for Redressal. Mr. Rabi Dash opined that the cases would be taken to the Human Rights commission as these cases are violation of human rights. 1|Page



LOK ADALAT on NREGA Hearing the cases Judge of Permanent Lok-Adalat, Kalahandi Mr. Krushna Chandra Behera assured to take up the cases in the Lok Adalat and issue notices to the concerned authorities. As a follow-up of his commitment Mr. Behera also organized a Special Lok Adalat next day (21 June 2011) and summoned the PD – DRDA and issued notice to him in 4 (four) cases of delayed payment of wages.



Special Squad for Enquiry Seeing the news coverage, Collector Kalahandi also took keen interest in the cases. She asked ANTODAYA the report regarding the problem of the people attended the Public Hearing and directed the PD-DRDA to send special squad to enquire about the cases. Now the squad is investigating the cases at Kendupati, Tal Jaring and Nandol GPs of Junagarh on case to case basis. As a result Bansidhar Mahananda of Kendupati village (Work order No: 32/30.5.2010) already got the Farm Pond Money of Rs. 12335/- which was due since 2010. In case of Japa Kishor Joshi’s Farm Pond the squad found some fake entries and taken away the papers of the GP for more investigation. The enquiry by Special squad reveals 1. Gouri Biswal (Case rejected – no proper work) 2. Ganesh Bhoi (Paper under investigation) 3. Japa Kishore Joshi (Special Investigation Officer ordered for payment of Rs. 19058/) not finalized yet 4. Bhubane Bag : Case rejected Bhubaneswar Gahir, Gram Sanjojak is hiding himself to avoid action against him. The PD-DRDA has issued explanation call against the EO of the Nandol GP for not submitting the required papers for enquiry. The VLW of Kendupati GP Mr. Purusottam Majhi threatens the people who complained against him on bungling of NREGA funds to file defamation case against them. But the field level functionaries of ANTODAYA making people aware that a Public servant cannot file such a case against the public as provided under law.



Threatening by Forest Department in Gunjuguda Regarding the case of Gunjuguda village where the Forest department had executed the Forest department work and gross irregularities happened the Forest Guard Mr. Debraj Sunani has threatened the people to put them behind bars for making complaints at the Public Hearing. Villagers of Gunjuguda had seized the bricks of Mr. Debraj Sunani Forest Guard (before it was put for burning) and those bricks got damaged due to heavy rain during last week.
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