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Not in race for post of President: Bhagwat



.
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M a n g a lu ru



‘Health of public more important than the automobile industry’s interests’ Krishnadas Rajagopal



The Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh chief Mohan Bhagwat on Wednesday ruled himself out of the election for the post of the President of India to be held later this year.



NEW DELHI



쑺 PAGE 10
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Nalanda interim V-C quits RAJGIR



Nalanda International University interim ViceChancellor Pankaj Mohan resigned on Wednesday following alleged incidents of sexual assault by two students, one of whom was suspended. 쑺 PAGE 6
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Oppn forces amendments to Finance Bill
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A lla ha b a d



The health of the citizen is more important than the commercial interests of the automobile industry, the Supreme Court observed on Wednesday and ordered a freeze on the registration and sale of BS-III fuel compliant vehicles by “any manufacturer or dealer” on and from April 1, when the next level and environmentally friendly BS-IV fuel emission standards are scheduled to kick in. “On and from April 1, 2017 such vehicles that are not BSIV compliant shall not be sold in India by any manufacturer or dealer, that is to say that such vehicles, whether two wheeler, three wheeler, four wheeler or commercial vehicles will not be sold,” a Bench of Justices Madan B. Lokur and Deepak Gupta ordered. The court further prohibited registration of vehicles



meeting BS-III standards on and from April 1. “All the vehicle registering authorities under the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 are prohibited from registering such vehicles on and from April 1, 2017 that do not meet BS-IV emission standards, except



on proof that such a vehicle has already been sold on or before March 31, 2017,” the court directed.



Reasons in due course The court said it would give detailed reasons for the ban in due course.
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A parliamentary pass



“The seminal issue is whether the sale and registration and therefore the commercial interests of manufacturers and dealers of such vehicles that do not meet the Bharat Stage-IV emission standards as on April 1, 2017 takes primacy over the health hazard due to increased air pollution of millions of our country men and women. The answer is quite obvious,” it observed. Vehicle manufacturers who had approached the court argued that they were entitled by law to manufacture BS-III vehicles till March 31, 2017. They had not violated the law. So, the sale and registration of these vehicles should not be prohibited after April 1 with the introduction of BSIV norms. They should be given a reasonable time after April 1 to dispose of their stock. CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 10



New Delhi



Japanese nuclear major Toshiba has announced that its embattled U.S. nuclear wing Westinghouse has filed for bankruptcy. Westinghouse’s move to file for bankruptcy would cause a $4.3 billion loss for Toshiba and is likely to impact the company’s plans for setting up six nuclear reactors in Andhra Pradesh under the India-U.S. nuclear deal. According to the agreement over nuclear liability which followed former U.S. President Barack Obama’s visit to India in January 2015 Games people play: Joyce George, CPI(M)-backed Independent MP from Idukki, and Kodikkunnil Suresh, Congress MP from Mavelikara, play football in Parliament on Wednesday after the launch of a national mission to propagate the game. R.V. MOORTHY *



Recover ₹97 cr from AAP, orders L-G Government had spent money in advertisements in violation of SC guidelines Staff Reporter



Delhi Lt Governor Anil Baijal on Wednesday directed Chief Secretary M.M Kutty to recover ₹97 crore from the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) for self-promotion through government advertisements in alleged violation of Supreme Court guidelines. The recovery has to be made within 30 days, the dir-



ective said. According to sources, the advertisements range from those which were published outside the territory of Delhi – except those related to tenders and appointments – to those mentioning the name of the party, publicising the views of its functionaries on development in other states and those which “targeted” the opposition.



While the AAP refused to comment, the Congress and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) welcomed the move.



Committee report According to Raj Niwas, Mr. Baijal’s orders were based on a report by a three-member committee headed by former Chief Election Commissioner B.B Tandon. The other members of the com-



mittee are Rajat Sharma, Chairman and Editor-inChief of India TV and president of the News Broadcasters Association, and Piyush Pandey, Executive Chairman and Creative Director, South Asia, Ogilvy & Mather. The committee was constituted by the I&B Ministry on the directions of the Supreme Court. CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 10
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CEOs plan to ‘go under’ to stop pollution Business heads to highlight waste and global warming with scuba-dive conference S. Anil Radhakrishnan THIRUVANANTHAPURAM



Several Chief Executive Officers (CEOs) of Technopark here will take their message against marine pollution and global warming to a new level underwater. They are set to participate in the first ever undersea conference of CEOs off Kovalam on April 10, to draw attention to the twin environmental challenges. At the event, five chosen CEOs will swim off Grove beach in a resort, to descend CM YK



Mumbai



Lok Sabha passes GST Bills after marathon debate Historic step towards a new indirect tax regime Special Correspondent



In a historic step towards implementing a new, consolidated indirect tax regime from the proposed date of July 1, the Lok Sabha on Wednesday passed four Bills, relating to the implementation of the Goods and Services Tax (GST), following a marathon nine-hour long debate. “Congratulations to all the countrymen over passage of the GST Bills. New Year, New Law, New Bharat,” Prime Minister Narendra Modi said in a tweet in Hindi soon after the legislations were passed.



Assemblies to act The Lower House passed the Central GST Bill, Integrated GST Bill, GST Compensation Bill, and the Union Territory GST Bills. The fifth GST legislation, the State GST Bill, will need to be passed by the legislative assemblies of each of the States and Union Territories with legislature.



The passage of the Bills followed a day-long debate in the Lok Sabha, in which Opposition leaders raised several objections such as the disempowerment of Parliament in setting tax rates, the reduction in the fiscal autonomy of the States, why there are several tax rates when the principle is to be of ‘one nation, one tax’, and the need for the levy of additional cesses. “The States and the Centre have pooled their



Kallol Bhattacherjee



New Delhi



.



sovereignty in the Council,” Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said in reply to the objections. “The recommendation of the rates will come from the Council. But the Council has two-thirds voting by the States and one-third by the Centre. The GST Council has been given the power to only make a recommendation regarding the model law. CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 10



Move may impact Toshiba’s plans for setting up six Andhra nuclear reactors NEW DELHI



DETAILS ON 쑺 PAGE 10



Malappuram



Westinghouse iles for bankruptcy



Special Correspondent



The Opposition ensured that the Rajya Sabha adopted five amendments to the Finance Bill, which was put to voting in the Upper House on Wednesday, putting the government in an embarrassing situation. The amendments adopted were deletion of the provision that “denied the right to an I-T assessee to know the reason why he or she had been raided”, a clause which gave unbridled powers to an assistant commissioner of I-T dept was also declined; and an amendment to the Companies Act.
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SC bans sale, registration of BS-III vehicles from April 1



NEARBY



NEWS



.



The venue: The sea of Kovalam, which is seen here being cleaned in February, will host the meet. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



five or six metres into the Arabian sea, aided by scuba gear. They will conduct business for 30 to 35 minutes, seated on steel



chairs around a steel Ushaped table. The CEOs will take a pledge and sign a memorandum to “Protect the Ocean and Marine life,”



and also unveil the logo, long-term plan and sustainability itinerary for their ‘Ocean Love’ campaign. Each CEO is to have an assistant at the meeting, and communication will happen using hand gestures and slates. The CEO of Udayasamudra Leisure Beach Hotel and Spa, Raja Gopal Iyer and Managing Director of diving specialists Bond Safari, Jackson Peter, are on the team. Kerala Tourism is extending support to the event.



Theresa May triggers U.K. exit from EU



In the doldrums: The logo of Westinghouse put up at the World Nuclear Exhibition 2014 near Paris. REUTERS *



and Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Washington DC in June 2016, both sides had agreed to “work toward finalising the contrac-



tual arrangements by June 2017” for six reactors to be built in Andhra Pradesh by Westinghouse and the Nuclear Power Corporation of



India Ltd (NPCIL). The Hindu had earlier reported that the June 2017 deadline would be uncertain if Westinghouse was to go ahead with filing for bankruptcy. However, the U.S. embassy issued a statement after the development, and said that the U.S. Government remains committed to civil nuclear cooperation with India. Though Westinghouse has faced several controversies in recent years, the bankruptcy is the biggest crisis for the company. CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 10



Now, Kenyan woman attacked in Greater Noida



Vidya Ram LONDON



Britain has formally triggered its departure from the EU, commencing two years of negotiations with its European partners. The six-page letter, signed by Prime Minister Theresa May late on Tuesday, was handed over by Sir Tim Barrow, the U.K.’s permanent representative to the EU, to European Council president Donald Tusk in Brussels at 13.20 local time. The handover will propel both Britain and the EU into a new territory, as the country becomes the first nation in history to trigger Article 50, the six-paragraph-long section of the Lisbon Treaty, briefly outlining the process for exiting the union. “The U.K. is now leaving the European Union… there is no turning back,” Ms. May told the House of Commons just after the handover. “I have been clear that we will work constructively — in a spirit of sincere cooperation — to bring this partnership into being.” Britain will also withdraw from the European Atomic Energy Community. MAY CONFIDENT OF REACHING A DEAL IN TWO YEARS 쑺 PAGE 12



She was beaten and kicked in the abdomen by some men Purusharth Aradhak Greater Noida



Two days after the attack on Nigerian nationals, a young Kenyan woman was allegedly beaten and kicked by some unidentified persons while travelling in a cab in Greater Noida on Wednesday. The incident took place early in the morning. Twenty-five-year-old Maria Burendi claimed she was beaten and kicked in the abdomen by some men, who stopped her cab. The victim was taken to Kailash Hospital and later discharged. The police have lodged an FIR and launched a hunt for the culprits. Superintendent of Police, Greater Noida, Sujata Singh said the incident took place when the woman was returning from Delhi. “The victim lives in Alstonia residential society. A few metres away from Alstonia, the cab was stopped by the goons and the victim was slapped,” she said. “Acting on the complaint, we have lodged an FIR under sections 504 (intentional insult with intent to provoke breach of peace), 506 (punishment for criminal intimidation) and 323 (punishment for voluntarily causing



Maria Burendi at a hospital in Greater Noida on Wednesday. PTI *



hurt) of IPC. We have called for CCTV footage from the spot,” she said, adding that the victim was in trauma and not talking to the police. The police traced the cab driver in the evening and he claimed no attack took place. “Both the driver and the complainant’s statements are contradictory. The driver told us it was a normal trip and he didn't witness any attack,” said Ms. Singh. Sanil Kapoor of Kailash Hospital said: “There were no visible injury marks. She complained of abdominal pain. We took her for ultra sound, but the report is normal. No major injury has been found.” The victim, a student of Noida International University, said half a dozen per-



sons stopped her cab and attacked her. They thrashed and abused her and later fled from the scene. The victim somehow managed to reach her home. Around 8 a.m. when her health deteriorated, her friends took her to Kailash Hospital. After the fresh attack, the Association of African Students in India released an appeal. “This is to inform all African students and various international country groups around Greater Noida to please continue to remain indoors as the situation around the city is still violent.” “This is a call following an attack on a Kenyan woman currently admitted to Kailash Hospital. With regards to food and other daily home needs that might prompt anyone to go out, we are working towards creating a system to ensure that supplies gets across to you all,” the association said. Earlier, five people were arrested in connection with the attack on African students in Greater Noida, which triggered concerns over their safety and prompted the intervention of External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj. SEE ALSO 쑺 DELHI METRO PAGE 1 A ND-ND
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RISE 06:14 SET 18:38 RISE 07:54 SET 21:08 Friday, March 31



RISE 06:12 SET 18:38 RISE 08:40 SET 22:13 Saturday, April 01



RISE 06:11 SET 18:39 RISE 09:30 SET 23:18



‘Ensure peace in hill areas’ There is no scope for violence in democracy, Mamata tells district oicials



Two charred to death in accident



Special Correspondent



Press Trust of India



Kolkata



Ahead of the elections to four municipalities in Darjeeling, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on Wednesday asked the district administration to ensure peace and rule of law in the hills.



Development needed “People in the hills want peace and development,” Ms. Banerjee, who is on a five-day visit to north Bengal, told officials at an administrative meeting at Pintail village in Siliguri. The Chief Minister told



the officials that maintaining peace was their job. “Democracy is all about peace and there is no scope for violence here,” she added.



Polls in Darjeeling Elections to four municipalities in the hills -- Darjeeling, Kurseong, Kalimpong and Mirik -- will be held in May. Ms. Banerjee comments assume importance as the hills have for the past four decades witnessed a separatist movement aimed at creation of a separate State of Gorkhaland. The Gorkha Janmukti Morcha has so far main-



the Trinamool Congress government has managed to ensure peace in the hills, which were often rocked by strikes and bandhs over the demand for Gorkhaland.



Mamata Banerjee



*



tained political dominance in the hills, but in this election the Trinamool Congress is most likely to challenge the dominance of the GJM. Over the past few years



‘Arrest criminals’ During the meeting, she pointed out that criminals were roaming freely and all those against whom warrants have been issued need to be put behind bars. The Chief Minister also said that a police officer of the rank of Additional Superintended of Police should be deployed in the Kurseong sub-division.



SC cancels job of 10K teachers in Tripura Opposition seeks CM’s resignation



Malda (WB)



Two persons were burnt to death inside a heavy vehicle which caught fire after colliding with a trailer truck in Malda district, police said on Wednesday. The two victims, the driver and the khalasi of the vehicle, were stuck inside after the accident on NH-34 at Sujapur under Kaliachak police station last night, SP Arnab Ghosh said. The vehicle, registered in Punjab, was carrying some petrol containers which caught fire following the collision and the two were burnt to death.



Syed Sajjad Ali Agartala



In a major blow to the Communist Party of India (Marxist) government in Tripura, the Supreme Court on Wednesday upheld an order of the High Court of Tripura that terminated the job of 10,323 teachers, citing faulty recruitment procedure. Following the verdict, the Opposition Trinamool Congress (TMC) and the BJP has demanded the resignation of Chief Minister Manik Sarkar and School Education Minister Tapan Chakraborty. The Opposition parties also announced that they would begin a protest on Thursday to demand a judicial probe into what they called was the “biggest ever recruitment scam” in the State. After holding hearings for two consecutive days, a Supreme Court Bench of Justices Adarsh Kumar Goel and Uday Umesh Lalit rejected the Special Leave Petition (SLP) of the Tripura government and upheld the HC order dated May 7, 2014.



‘Transparent procedure’ The High Court of Tripura had cancelled recruitment of all teachers made from March 2010 in undergraduate, graduate and post graduate categories. In the brief order, the SC directed the State to complete transparent recruitment procedure as per guidelines of the National Council for Teacher Education by May



Manik Sarkar



*



31. The court has also allowed the 10,323 teachers to continue their job till December 31 and has said that they can apply in the fresh recruitment initiative. Chief Justice Deepak Kumar Gupta, who presided over a division Bench of the High Court of Tripura that passed the May 7 judgment, is now a judge in the Supreme Court. Describing the SC order as “historic”, the TMC and the BJP said that the order would fight the “menace of corruption and nepotism under the Left Front government”.



On alert TMC leader Sudip Roy Barman and State BJP vice-president Subal Bhowmik demanded that the CM and Education Minister step down. “Otherwise we will make them resign through vigorous movement,” Mr. Bhowmik added. CPI(M) leaders were not available for comment. Following the SC order, police stations across the State were put on high alert.



Permanent HC Bench demanded Staff Reporter BERHAMPUR



Members of the Ganjam Bar Association (GBA) held a demonstration here on Wednesday demanding establishment of a permanent Bench of the Odisha High Court for south Odisha in Berhampur.



Protest rally The lawyers blocked the road in front of the court for more than an hour and then took out a rally. The rally concluded at the office of the Revenue Divisional Commissioner, Southern Division, where they handed over a memorandum addressed to the Chief Minister demanding measures for an early decision on setting up of a permanent Bench in Berhampur. The agitating lawyers were led by GBA president P. Narasingha Patro, secretary Pitabash Panda, State Bar Council member Dipak Patnaik and former officebearers. Long-pending demand Permanent Benches of the HC in the southern and western parts of the State has been a long-standing demand. For more than a decade, the GBA has been agitating over it.



IED blast at Manipur border town Press Trust of India Imphal



An Improvised Explosive Device exploded in the border town of Moreh in Manipur this morning, the police said. No one was injured in the explosion at Shiv Shankar Mandir locality of Moreh, a senior police officer said. A concrete wall in the vicinity of the blast site was partially damaged under its impact, he said.



0 DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy themselves about the veracity of an advertisement before responding to any published in this newspaper. Kasturi & Sons Limited, the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s products and/or services. In no event can the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Employees of this newspaper/ company be held responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever for any claims and/or damages for advertisements in this newspaper.
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IN BRIEF



Nitish dinner diplomacy sets tongues wagging



No going back on red beacon light policy



‘RSS-like outit to help Congress’



Committed to end VIP culture: CM



Press Trust of India



Alliance partners RJD and JD(U) have shared a rocky relationship in recent past



Press Trust of India



BHOPAL



N.D. Tiwari hospitalised after infection LUCKNOW



Amarnath Tewary



Former Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Narayan Dutt Tiwari has been admitted to Ram Manohar Lohia Institute of Medical Sciences (RMLIMS) here following an infection. The 91-year-old leader was taken to RMLIMS on Tuesday night. - PTI



Men who snatched cop’s AK-47 arrested JAMMU



Four people, including the prime accused, who had attacked the personal security officer of a cleric in Jammu last week and fled with his AK-47 rifle have been arrested and the weapon recovered, police said on Wednesday. - PTI



Man held for posting objectionable pictures JHABUA



A homeopathic doctor was arrested from Para town of the district for allegedly posting an “objectionable” picture and a comment on social media platform, police said. The 30-year-old doctor identified as one Atiq Khan was arrested on Tuesday. - PTI



Spurious ghee units unearthed in Haryana HISAR



Two factories which allegedly manufactured spurious ‘ghee’ have been busted in Hisar by a special unit of the Haryana Chief Minister’s flying squad, officials said on Wednesday. Scores of cans with labels of reputed ghee brands were also found from the two spots. - PTI



Road rage claims auto driver’s life Jaipur In a case of road rage in Churu district, a 36-year-old autorickshaw driver died after he was hit on the head with a brick by a commuter even as passers-by remained mute spectators. A incident was caught by a CCTV camera installed in the Ghantaghar area of the city. - PTI



OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE



Patna



Will Chief Minister Nitish Kumar make another U-turn and join hands with former long time partner, the BJP, or will he wait till the 2019 parliamentary poll to see how Opposition politics take shape and under whom to counter Prime Minister Narendra Modi? This seems to be the question in Bihar’s political corridor these days as all has not been going well between the two major ruling alliance partners of the state, the Rashtriya Janata Dal and the Janata Dal (U). Though, Mr Kumar and his alliance partner, RJD chief Lalu Prasad, have been dismissing any such speculation, political developments taking place every day in the coalition triggers ready to offer debate and dialogue. “You see, hindsight is always better than foresight and the developments happening in hindsight between the two partners suggest enough to say something is cooking up somewhere,” a senior RJD leader said while listing the everyday developments taking place between



What’s cooking: A dinner party thrown by the CM for legislators, including BJP MLAs, set the buzz in political corridors about a possible new alignment. - FILE PHOTO *



the two ruling alliance partners. “But, whether the cooked food will be sweet or sour only time will tell,” he added. Recently, the dinner party thrown by Mr Kumar to legislators, including BJP MLAs, set the buzz in political corridors about the new political alignment in the offing. The RJD leadership was not happy with the BJP legislators invited to the dinner but they refrained from making any comment. “The food was good and



we met with each other,” commented most BJP leaders after coming out of the dinner party.



‘Game of possibilities’ Senior BJP leader Sushil Kumar Modi, who too attended the dinner party, has said that “politics is the game of possibilities and if Nitish Kumar can join hands with Lalu why not with the BJP again?” On his recent visit to Chhattisgarh, Mr Kumar not only paid a courtesy visit to his counterpart, Raman Singh, but also appreciated



Himachal sufered after creation of NITI Aayog, says Virbhadra



the Public Distribution System of the BJP-ruled state. Meanwhile, the RJD leaders, said sources, too have been weighing options on how to survive in case Mr Kumar makes a sudden Uturn and goes with the BJP. Senior RJD leaders like Raghuvansh Prasad Singh and Bhai Virendra have been attacking the JD(U) and Mr Kumar for not following the coalition dharma. Recently, when RJD leader and Deputy CM Tejaswi Yadav, elder brother and Health Minister Tej Pratap Yadav or any member of the Lalu Prasad family were absent from the Bihar Diwas celebrations inaugurated by Mr Kumar, the party alleged that their leaders were not invited. “The RJD is a bigger party with 80 MLAs in the alliance and it should have given its due. The government should rectify its error of not inviting the Dy CM for the function,” Mr Virendra said. On Wednesday, Mr Tejaswi Yadav came to the state assembly he did not sit next to Mr Kumar but preferred to sit along with other ministers.



The State, he said is now getting the assistance only under the 14th Finance Commission and has not received even a single penny from the NITI Aayog. He said that the State is seeking help from the World Bank and other agencies.



Staff Correspondent SHIMLA



Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh on Wednesday blamed the Centre for depriving the State from all sorts of central assistance and support. It has happened mainly after the abolition of Planning Commission and the creation of NITI Aayog, he said in the Vidhan Sabha. Speaking during the question hour, the octogenarian Chief Minister slammed the opposition for creating an illusion about disbursement of a massive aid to the State



Himachal Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh *



by the Modi government at the Centre. He said the State had received an assistance of ₹2767 crore during the last days of Planning Commission in the previous UPA government.



‘Central grant increased’ On the other hand, the opposition, led by former Chief Minister Prem Kumar Dhumal, maintained that the central grant has increased manifolds after the NDA government came to power at the Centre.



Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh on Wednesday ordered the transfer of the transport department official responsible for the error on the red beacon issue and ruled out any slowdown on the review and withdrawal of security to political leaders in the State. Talking to mediapersons in the Vidhan Sabha gallery here, Mr Singh made it clear that there would be no change in his government’s red beacon policy, as mandated in the Congress poll manifesto and ratified through a Cabinet decision. His government, he said, was fully committed to end the VVIP culture in the State and there would be no further relaxation in the exemptions, barring those laid down by the Cabinet. The Chief Minister made it clear that he and his cabinet colleagues would not use red beacons, which they had decided to voluntarily give up even though the party manifesto had exempted them. He stated that he had directed to shift out the officers responsible for Tuesday’s goof-up. Removal of red beacons is part of his government’s



Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh *



commitment to eradicate the VIP culture in the State, he added. He also ruled out any slowdown in the withdrawal or pruning of security to political leaders and officers, saying security was given based on threat perceptions.



‘Necessary steps’ The Chief Minister said he had directed the DGP to take necessary steps for implementing the security review decision in the interest of good policing. He said with the withdrawal of police personnel and doing away with the prevalent system of deploying police personnel on VVIP routes, the surplus policemen relieved from these superfluous duties would be available for posting in their respective districts to strengthen public policing.



‘Without uniform’ The structure of RCSS will be the same as that of Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh but without the Sangh’s uniform, the Congress leader said. “I have decided to form RCSS as the Congress has become devoid of workers at the grassroots level, a requisite for a political party,” said the former Olympian who was also a Union Minister. Those who don’t want to be associated with any political party and are secular can become RCSS’ volunteers, he said. The Uttar Pradesh Assembly elections showed that a party which relies only on the minority vote bank can not survive, Mr Khan said.



Newly married couple alleges harassment Five policemen, including an SHO, accused of misbehaving with them Mohammed Iqbal



‘Not received even a single penny from the body’



Chandigarh



Former hockey player Aslam Sher Khan on Wednesday announced formation of the ‘Rashtriya Congress Swayamsevak Sangh’ on the lines of the RSS to help the Congress during next year’s Assembly elections in Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. The new outfit will “assist the Congress, like the RSS helps the BJP covertly, to win Assembly elections next year,” he said here.



JAIPUR



A newly married couple in Jodhpur has accused five policemen, including the Station House Officer of Sardarpura police station, of misbehaving with them while they were returning home after watching a movie late at night last week. The police have also registered a case against the couple. The policemen, who



were allegedly in an inebriated condition, asked the couple for their marriage certificate. When they objected, a policeman allegedly pulled the woman’s hair and pushed her inside a PCR van. The couple said they got married on February 22. The incident, which took place on March 21 night was raised in the Rajasthan Assembly during zero hour on Tuesday.



Home Minister Gulab Chand Kataria assured the House that a senior police officer would conduct an inquiry into the matter.



‘Duo created ruckus’ Jodhpur (West) Deputy Commissioner of Police Samir Kumar Singh told The Hindu that the couple were arrested late on March 21 night when they created a ruckus on the road and tried to pre-



vent the policemen from discharging their duties. They were produced before a Metropolitan Magistrate the next day and released on bail. “We have instituted an inquiry into the matter by a woman IPS officer,” said Mr. Singh. Asked if the couple had filed a complaint against the policemen in court, he said the police were yet to receive any notice in this regard.



DEATH ANNIVERSARIES



DEATH
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Anna Hazare hints at launch of agitation for Lokpal again



CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



Summer blues



Will announce the date in a letter to the Prime Minister soon Special Correspondent Pune



Anti-graft activist Anna Hazare hinted at launching another agitation to protest against Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led Central government’s failure to appoint the Lokpal, even after being in power for three years. Speaking to reporters at his native village, Ralegan Siddhi, in Ahmednagar district on Wednesday, the septuagenarian activist said he would announce the date of the agitation in a letter to Mr. Modi soon. He said his decision to begin the agitation was conveyed to the Prime Minister in a letter sent on Tuesday. However he remained vague on the date of the agitation. Mr. Hazare has withdrawn proposed agitations against the Bharatiya Janata party (BJP)-led Central government in the past. He said, “I was silent for



Anna Hazare



*



three years, but time has come to relaunch the agitation against corruption. Non-implementation of the Lokpal is a great insult to the sentiment of people.” Mr. Hazare said he still received numerous graft complaints from people across the country. He also attacked the Centre’s for it’s apparent indifference towards weeding out corruption and said that political parties are scared of losing



power to the Lokpal. “I do not accept the reason given by the government to explain the delay. It has said that the committee to select the Lokpal cannot be constituted as the post of the Leader of Opposition, who is to be a member of the selection committee, is still vacant in the Lok Sabha. However, if the new chief of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) can be appointed in the absence of the LoP, then why can’t the Lokpal be selected?” Mr. Hazare said.



Lokayukta appointments He added that Lokayuktas should have been appointed in all the States by now, even if the Lokpal could not be appointed in the absence of the LoP. “But even in the States where the ruling BJP is in power, the Lokayuktas have not been appointed. These



Mundhe joins oice in Pune Press Trust of India



Prakash Kamat Panaji



Former Municipal Commissioner of Navi Mumbai Tukaram Mundhe arriving in Pune on Wednesday. MANDAR TANNU *



While taking charge of his new assignment, the IAS officer said he would work towards improving PMPML’s bus services and



The weather drill: With temperatures on the rise, people are rushing to buy new air coolers and air conditioners, or getting the old ones repaired, at Nagpur’s cooler bazaar at Mahatma Phule Market on Wednesday. S. SUDARSHAN *



Goa BJP to felicitate Amit Shah on April 9



Pune



IAS officer Tukaram Mundhe took charge as the Chairman and Managing Director of the Pune Mahanagar Parivahan Mahamandal Ltd. (PMPML), the State-run city transport utility, on Wednesday. Mr. Mundhe was transferred here last week from Navi Mumbai, where he was the Municipal Commissioner. The bureaucrat was in the limelight for his demolition drives against illegal constructions there. Late last year, the Navi Mumbai civic body passed a ‘no confidence’ motion against Mr. Mundhe, but the Maharashtra government overruled the decision.



[State] governments would have certainly followed the Prime Minister’s order, had such directives been issued,” Mr. Hazare said. Since Mr. Modi’s ascension to power in 2014, the anti-corruption crusader has locked horns with the Union government over several issues, threatening indefinite agitations and fasts. In 2015, Mr. Hazare cancelled his proposed footmarch from Wardha to Delhi in protest against the controversial ‘anti-farmer’ clauses in the Land ordinance Bill, due a drought in Wardha that year. The activist had differed with the Prime Minister over the legislation. He also attacked Mr. Modi over the delay in implementation of the One Rank One Pension (OROP) for defence personnel, by joining ranks with former servicemen in their agitation.



make them commuter-centric. “Our main aim would be to give good services to commuters.” he said.



EDUCATIONAL



The Goa Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) will felicitate Amit Shah, the party’s national president, during his visit to the State on April 9, for his role in the party’s victory in Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand Assembly elections. He will also be felicitated for formation of BJP-led government in four out of five States that went to poll recently. Chief Minister Manohar Parrikar said the idea was to have an opportunity for the party’s rank and file in Goa to listen to Mr. Shah.



BJP picks Seema Savle as PCMC panel chief Shoumojit Banerjee Pune



He said around 25,000 people will attend the felicitation cum public rally. The Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways and Shipping, Nitin Gadkari, who was in charge of the BJP’s Goa Assembly polls, will also attend the event. Mr. Gadkari, along with Mr. Parrikar, is credited as playing a crucial role in formation of a BJP-led government in Goa after the Assembly elections, in which the party secured the second position with 13 MLAs. Mr. Parrikar said he and the party’s Goa chief, Vinay Tendulkar, will felicitate Mr. Shah at the rally.



EDUCATIONAL



The Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) three-time corporator Seema Savle has been nominated as chief of the standing committee of the PimpriChinchwad Municipal Corporation (PCMC). The BJP won a massive landslide in the PCMC, bagging 77 of the 128 seats. The party also broke the decadelong hold of Sharad Pawarled Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) over the civic body. Ms. Savle, from the PCMC’s Indrayani Nagar area, is expected to win the election unopposed as no other candidate has filed a nomination. The elections are to be



held on Friday. Ms. Savle, who was earlier with the Shiv Sena, joined the BJP just before the recent civic elections. Sarang Kamtekar, BJP’s general secretary, said, “during the NCP’s long reign over the PCMC, only upper class women made it to the powerful post of panel chief.” Ms. Savle won by a narrow margin in the 2007 civic polls from a reserved seat. However, in the 2012 PCMC election, she won by 1,000 votes from an open category seat. She also withstood the NCP wave in the 2012 PCMC polls, in which the party bagged 83 seats, defeating the Sena and the BJP.



EDUCATIONAL



It is believed that former NCP heavyweight-turnedBJP MLA Laxman Jagtap chose Ms. Savle for the post of PCMC’s standing committee chief. There was disgruntlement within the BJP camp over new PCMC mayor Nitin Kalje’s candidature, as he is widely perceived to be Mr. Landge’s pick. The mayor’s post has been reserved for an OBC candidate for the first twoand-a-half years in the civic body this time. The NCP won only 36 seats in the PCMC, following the steady defections of their top leaders in the area, like Mr. Landge and Azam Pansare, who joined the BJP before the polls.



SITUATIONS VACANT



GENERAL



EDUCATIONAL



TENDERS



PERSONAL



PUBLIC NOTICES



CHANGE OF NAME



CAPITAL JOBS Req Staff for metro, teaching, direct joining qualification (10th − Graduate) salary (15000−32500) basic computer knowledge interviews # 9910798839.
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IN BRIEF



‘Will look into judgment on liquor shops’ Supreme Court tells States it needs time to decide whether it can or should modify Dec. 15 verdict should do. We will see what we can do. We will post this case for hearing tomorrow [Thursday] at 2.30 p.m.,” Chief Justice Khehar told the lawyers before the Bench rose for the day.



Krishnadas Rajagopal NEW DELHI



Nalini Netto appointed Kerala Chief Secretary THIRUVANANTHAPURAM



The Kerala Cabinet has appointed 1981 batch IAS officer Nalini Netto as the State’s new Chief Secretary. Ms. Netto will take over from incumbent S.M. Vijayanand. As Additional Chief Secretary, she has been holding charge of Home and Vigilance, besides functioning as Secretary to Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.



Six NH will criss-cross Amaravati, says Naidu GUNTUR



Amaravati, the capital of Andhra Pradesh, will be connected with the rest of the country by six national highways, Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu said, after laying the foundation stone for seven seed access roads on Wednesday. The highways will ensure road connectivity with all major cities in the country, he said.



Drugs worth ₹25 lakh seized in Karnataka BENGALURU



Officials of the Narcotics Control Bureau Zonal Unit of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Telangana on Tuesday arrested 40-year-old Raza Mohammad Mustafa at the Kempegowda International Airport. They seized 11.8 kg of ephedrine worth ₹25 lakh from his possession.



Former judge to probe phone call row THIRUVANANTHAPURAM



The Kerala Cabinet has appointed former District Judge P.S. Antony as the one-man Judicial Commission to probe the phone call controversy that led to A.K. Saseendran’s resignation as Transport Minister. The Cabinet has set a time-frame of three months for the panel to submit its report.



The Supreme Court on Wednesday said it would not turn a deaf ear to State governments’ apprehension that a blanket ban on liquor vends within 500 metres of national and State highways would see a literal collapse in State revenues, leaving them with no option but to approach the Centre with a “begging bowl” for welfare funds. A Bench of Chief Justice of India J.S. Khehar, Justices D.Y. Chandrachud and L. Nageswara Rao heard the States and liquor vendors beyond court hours. They have asked the court to modify its December 15, 2016 judgment directing the removal of all liquor vends located within 500 metres of national and State highways. The State governments and the Union Territories have just two more days to



Taking to streets: A ile photo of BJP cadres demanding closure of liquor vends along highways in Puducherry. S.S. KUMAR *



comply with the court deadline of April 1, 2017.



Revenue loss The States argued that instead of a blanket “one-sizefits-all approach” ban, the court should take a “gradualist approach” after studying



the varied topography and commerce of the States. “The issue is serious. We need some time to consider whether we can or we should or we must modify our judgment. Our minds are not closed. We are consciously thinking what we



Probe role of former CMs in mining case: SC



‘Actor died of methyl alcohol poisoning’



Report in 3 months, Karnataka SIT told



Special Correspondent



Legal Correspondent NEW DELHI



The Supreme Court on Wednesday asked the Special Investigation Team of the Karnataka Police to investigate the role of former Chief Ministers N. Dharam Singh and H.D. Kumaraswamy in the iron ore mining case and file a report within three months. A Bench of Justices P.C. Ghose and Rohinton F. Nariman extended the stay on investigation against another former Chief Minister S.M. Krishna for the period.



Connivance alleged The allegations against Mr. Singh and Mr. Kumaraswamy included con-



niving with several bureaucrats and others in de-reserving of 11,797 square kilometres of forest in Bellary district, leading to large-scale illegal iron ore mining. The complaint by Abraham T. Joseph, a businessman and activist, had also referred to reports of the then Lokayukta Justice N. Santosh Hegde indicting several politicians, bureaucrats and others. Mr. Joseph alleged that Mr. Singh granted permission “in the name of farmers to illegal miners, for lifting of sand.” He permitted large-scale transportation of illegally mined ore, he said.



Pleas by T.N., Telangana Leading the attack against the December 15 judgment were the Tamil Nadu and Telangana governments, represented by Attorney-General Mukul Rohatgi, who submitted that the implementation of the verdict should be deferred by a month or “incalculable losses” would visit the States. Mr. Rohatgi said the local authorities should be roped in to identify the “trouble spots” where drunken driving occurred, especially with fatal results, and the ban enforced selectively in these areas. “Should this ban be enforced en masse? Liquor is



Staff Reporter HYDERABAD



Telangana Health Minister Dr. C. Laxma Reddy shunted out a senior doctor from the Gandhi Hospital for nonperformance during an inspection on Wednesday. Dr. Reddy’s inspection comes on the heels of alleged use of expired medicine at the hospital last week. An inquiry is under way to establish the veracity of the allegations.



Caution advised Dr. Reddy inspected the pharmacy and advised doctors to be cautious while weeding out expired drugs. Gandhi Hospital has been in the eye of a storm in the recent past, forcing the government to come down heavily on its staff. From suspension of two ward boys earlier this month for



allegedly taking bribe, to removing a senior doctor, Dr. Reddy has maintained that any act of negligence or dereliction will be firmly dealt with by the health administration. A former superintendent of Niloufer Hospital was removed earlier this year. The ward boys of Gandhi Hospital were suspended after a man rode to his doctor’s appointment on a toy car. His wife alleged that the ward boys demanded a bribe which she was unable to pay. Earlier, a man who was unable to pay a bribe at the Government Chest Hospital succumbed to respiratory distress after he was allegedly denied oxygen support. The Chest Hospital had then suspended two ward boys.



CEOs plan to ‘go under’ to stop pollution Business heads to highlight waste and global warming with scuba-dive conference



Kochi



S. Anil Radhakrishnan THIRUVANANTHAPURAM



With due reverence



Action after row over expired medicine
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Even as the Central Bureau of Investigation on Wednesday expressed itself against taking over the case relating to the death of actor Kalabhavan Mani, the Medical Board constituted by the Kerala government reported to the High Court that Mani had “died of methyl alcohol poisoning”. The report pointed out that common pesticides, drugs, alkoloids, metallic and volatile poisons had not been detected in the contents verified by the board. A board consisting of 10 doctors had met on March 25 and examined the postmortem certificate and chemical analysis report.



CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



not an illegal trade. The people back it, State governments back it,” Mr. Rohatgi submitted. Senior advocate K.K. Venugopal said the court should not merely look at the road accidents and deaths caused by drunk driving, but consider the “macro picture”. Liquor sales earned revenue for the States. Chief Justice Khehar, who was leading the Bench for the first time in place of his predecessor Justice T.S. Thakur in this case, responded that when he read the files, he was concerned about the “phenomenal number of deaths caused by drunk driving”. The Kerala government argued that its highways were heavily populated on both sides and outlets were run by the State itself. Sikkim argued that earnings from liquor comprised 26% of its revenue.



Minister visits hospital, shunts out doctor



Several Chief Executive Officers (CEOs) of Technopark here will take their message against marine pollution and global warming to a new level — underwater. They are set to participate in the first ever undersea conference of CEOs off Kovalam on April 10, to draw attention to the twin environmental challenges.



Chosen ones At the event, five chosen CEOs will swim off Grove beach in a resort, to descend five or six metres into the Arabian sea, aided by scuba gear. They will conduct business for 30 to 35



The venue: The sea of Kovalam, which is seen here being cleaned in February, will host the meet. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



minutes, seated on steel chairs around a steel Ushaped table. The CEOs will take a pledge and sign a memorandum to “Protect the Ocean and Marine life,” and also unveil the logo, long-term plan and sustainability itinerary for their ‘Ocean Love’ campaign.



Each CEO is to have an assistant at the meeting, and communication will happen using hand gestures and slates. The CEO of Udayasamudra Leisure Beach Hotel and Spa, Raja Gopal Iyer and Managing Director of diving specialists Bond Safari, Jackson Peter, are on the team. Kerala



Tourism is extending support to the event. The CEO participants and the conference schedule, which would depend on weather conditions, are to be announced later. The business heads will prepare with a week’s training in scuba diving and breathing exercises. The initiative will then move ahead through a Beach and Marine Environment Protection Club, roping in hotels and resorts in the southern coastal belt, on June 8, World Ocean Day, Mr. Iyer said. The club aims to educate the citizen about keeping waste out of oceans, rivers and lakes.



O. Panneerselvam faction exploring launch of television channel Former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, however, denies any such move Special Correspondent CHENNAI



Temple ritual: Vellichapads (oracles) participating in ‘Kavu theendal’ as part of the Bharani Festival held at the Sree Kudumbha Bhagavathy Temple in Kodungalloor, near Thrissur, on Wednesday. K.K. NAJEEB *



With almost all major political parties in Tamil Nadu having a satellite television channel for themselves as propaganda vehicles, the AIADMK (Puratchi Thalaivi Amma) led by former Chief Minister O. Panneerselvam is exploring the possibility of launching its own TV channel. Currently, the AIADMK (Amma), the DMK, the Congress, the BJP, the PMK, the DMDK, the Naam Tamilar Katchi, the VCK and the MDMK either have official television channels or web channels or enjoy the backing of some private television channels launched by party men. The idea to launch a TV channel initially came from senior party functionaries backing Mr. Panneerselvam.



“We have been talking about it since the time he [Mr. Panneerselvam] took the bold step of rebelling against Sasikala ( jailed AIADMKAmma leader). Many of his supporters too backed the idea. But it is still in the discussion stage as our focus right now is on winning the byelection in Dr. Radhakrishnan Nagar,” a senior leader said.



‘All are like ours’ Asked about it on Wednesday, Mr. Panneerselvam denied there was any such move. “All the (existing neutral) television channels are like our channels,” he told The Hindu. However, a prominent leader in his camp, who is believed to have the resources to launch a TV channel, said there was indeed a plan to have an official pro-



paganda vehicle. “We are hoping to call it Amma TV (or something that would have Amma as a suffix/prefix). But it is too early to talk about it,” he said. It is learnt that this leader had held discussions with a senior journalist, who was once associated with Jaya TV, to launch the new channel.



Boost to visibility Another senior leader said that the idea was being strongly pushed by several senior leaders, since they think it would give the party the much-needed visibility. “The intention is to have sufficient visibility among the public. “It would help us a great deal if we have our own TV channel, especially when all the other major parties have their own channels.” However, there are some



Early shift to renewables needed to save climate: IRENA New indings released at Berlin energy dialogue show carbon emissions can be reduced by 70% by 2050, many green jobs created T. Nandakumar



‘Go for decentralised solar’



Thiruvananthapuram



Countries across the world must focus on accelerated deployment of renewable energy and energy-efficiency measures to achieve a reduction in carbon emissions critical to keeping global temperature rise to no more than two degree Celsius, new findings released by the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) say. The findings released at the Berlin Energy Transition Dialogue (BETD2017) held on March 20 and 21 are significant for India as the country races to meet its target of 175 GW of power from renewables by 2022. IRENA estimates that global carbon emissions can be reduced by 70% by 2050 and completely phased out by 2060. The report also emphasCM YK



Special Correspondent Thiruvananthapuram



Henning Wuester (left), Director, Knowledge, Policy and Finance, IRENA. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



India could focus on decentralised energy solutions like rooftop solar panels, to play a greater role in the global energy transition drive, said Henning Wuester, Director, Knowledge, Policy and Finance, International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA).



Talking to The Hindu on the sidelines of the Berlin Energy Transition Dialogue, Mr. Wuester said policy initiatives and regulatory mechanisms held the key to promoting decentralised energy. “While rooftop solar has the advantage of being easy to install and is cost effective, it requires incentives for households to



switch over,” he said, pointing out that Bangladesh had successfully tried out leasing rooftop space for panels. “From the cost and technology perspective, rooftop solar potential is huge but it requires a framework for investors. Provincial regulations should not turn out to be detrimental,” he added.



*



ises the importance of considering the needs of those without energy access.



Decarbonisation “The Paris Agreement reflected an unprecedented determination to act on climate



change. The focus must be on decarbonisation of the global energy system as it accounts for almost two-thirds of greenhouse gas emissions,” said IRENA DirectorGeneral Adnan Z. Amin. IRENA’s macroeconomic



analysis suggests that the investment for decarbonising the energy sector would boost global GDP by 0.8% by 2050, generate new jobs in renewable energy, and improve human welfare through environmental and



health benefits due to reduced air pollution. Renewable energy now accounts for 24% of global power generation and 16% of primary energy supply. To achieve decarbonisation, the report says that by



2050, renewables should meet 80% of power generation and 65% of total primary energy supply. The study stresses the need for rapid growth in solar and wind power, in combination with enabling



grids, and new operating practices.



Electric vehicles It also underlines the need to promote electric vehicles and liquid biofuel production as well as to equip a total of 2 billion buildings worldwide with energy efficiency measures. German Foreign Minister Sigmar Gabriel and Minister for Economic Affairs Brigitte Zypries inaugurated the Berlin Energy Transition Dialogue. High-ranking delegations, business representatives, energy experts, and leaders of industry, science, and civil society from 93 countries, including India, were present. The conference showcased Germany’s achievements in harnessing renewables, and raising energy efficiency.



reservations on its commercial viability.



‘Good airtime’ “Of course, it’s natural for any political party to look for publicity in every possible way and that remains the mainstay for any party. But, we have to see whether it would be commercially viable,” the leader said. Some senior leaders were also also said to have opined that initially, the party should capitalise on the existing channels. “Even without a channel, we are currently getting good airtime. A senior leader suggested that we should find ways to get maximum publicity from existing channels because we should also see whether it would be possible for us to sustain the channel amidst strong competition,” he added.



Paper leak: Chennithala alleges graft Special Correspondent Thiruvananthapuram



Kerala Leader of the Opposition Ramesh Chennithala on Wednesday suspected foul play and involvement of a network of corrupt teachers belonging to a pro-Communist Party of India (Marxist) teachers’ union in the leak of the SSLC maths question paper in Kerala. Addressing United Democratic Front workers ahead of his protest before the Secretariat demanding a judicial probe into the question paper leak, Mr. Chennithala once again called for Education Minister C. Ravindranath’s resignation. Teachers belonging to the Kerala School Teachers’ Association were the prime accused in the case, he alleged. A ND-ND
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Nalanda interim V-C quits over sexual assault incident



Assam Irrigation Secy in judicial custody



One student suspended, another shifted to a diferent hostel



GUWAHATI



Assam Irrigation Secretary Kujendra Doley, caught red-handed while accepting a bribe of ₹15,000, was remanded in judicial custody for five days on Wednesday. The official was arrested on Tuesday at his office by the Vigilance and Anti-Corruption Bureau sleuths while accepting the bribe from a contractor for clearing his pending bills. Meanwhile, Chief Minister Sarbanada Sonowal said such crackdown on corrupt government officials would continue.PTI



Three charred to death in oil tanker fire



Amarnath Tewary Press Trust of India Rajgir/ Patna



CPI-M decides to change levy collection norms in Bengal Move aimed at ‘members who dodge paying levy’



GUWAHATI



Three persons were charred to death when an oil tanker burst into flames after it rammed a tree along National Highway-37 in Nagaon district of Assam on Wednesday, the police said. The incident occurred at Baghjan near Jakhalabandha in the district. The three persons were in the tanker whose flames also engulfed the tree, gutted three adjacent houses and a minibus parked nearby. The residents, however, escaped unhurt, the police said.PTI



CID arrests three, seizes ammunition KOLKATA



The CID arrested three persons and seized ammunition from them during a raid at a guest house in the Kidderpore area of the city, the police said. Acting on a tip-off, the CID raided the guest house late on Tuesday night and arrested arms trafficking kingpin Jamirul Hassan, alias Hossain, and his associates Mohammed Shabbir and Chand Alam. PTI



Soumya Das Kolkata



The Bengal unit of the Communist Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M) has decided to change the way it collects levy from party members in an attempt to boost its funding. With this, the collection will be undertaken by the district committee and not the local committee. At present, the CPI-M has 2.5 lakh members in Bengal. Sources in the party told The Hindu that the move was aimed at “a section of members who dodge paying the levy by submitting distorted estimates of income”. According to a member of the party’s State secretariat, the highest decision-making body of the CPI-M in Bengal, the State leadership had recently issued a directive in this regard. “The directive stated that the State Committee had decided that instead of the local committee, the members would have to submit the levy to their respective district committees. These would then distribute it



There are 2.5 lakh CPI-M members in Bengal.



among the area and local committees,” he said.



“False estimates” CPI-M sources added that the State Committee had noticed some members trying to avoid paying levy by showing “false estimates” of their income. One section of the party leadership said that another reason behind the move was to streamline the collection of levy. “Several procedural lapses had come up in a recent district-wise report on the collection of levy. It is difficult to get a proper es-



EDUCATIONAL



timate of the party members’ income this way,” a member of the CPI-M’s State Committee said. The rules of collecting levy are specified under Article X of the CPI-M’s constitution. While the lowest income slab for members eligible for paying the levy is ₹1,000 per month, for which one has to pay a levy of ₹1, the highest slab in this regard is ₹60,001. After this, members are required to pay 4% of their incomes as levy.



Real incomes According to the Report on Organisation tabled during the Kolkata Plenum of 2015, most State Committees said that a “large section” of party members did not pay the levy as fixed by the Central Committee (CC). “Many State committees stated that members earning a higher income were not paying levy as per the CC rates. Some State committees also complained that a large number of party members did not reveal their real incomes,” it said.



EDUCATIONAL



The interim Vice-Chancellor of Nalanda International University, Pankaj Mohan, resigned owning “moral responsibility” on Wednesday following alleged incidents of sexual assault by two students, one of whom was suspended. Smita Polite, Director of Communications of the University, told newsmen: “A complaint against the two students was received a month ago, alleging that they had sexually harassed a fellow student. An internal complaint committee had probed the matter and submitted its report on March 20, following which one student was suspended today



Further action ithe case will be taken in due course as per the recommendation of the ICC, said a university oicial. (Wednesday) and another has been shifted to another hostel”. Further action would be taken in due course as per the recommendation of the ICC and under due process of the law, she added. Earlier, a group of stu-



dents took out a protest march up to the office of the interim Vice-Chancellor alleging that he was not initiating action against the two accused students though a complaint was lodged a month back. The students demanded



the removal of the two students and Mr. Pankaj from the University. In a letter to Chancellor Vijay Bhatkar, Mr. Mohan wrote: “Dear members of Nalanda University Community, I express my sincere apology to the members of Nalanda University Community for my inability to uphold their trust. I take moral responsibility for the problems that the University experienced in the last three days”. “I have relinquished all the administrative positions and I have also advised the Chancellor to institute an inquiry into the period of my term as Interim Vice-Chancellor. If I am found guilty of any willful error I will quit the university,” he wrote.



Sing Vande Mataram or face action: civic body



Ansari to be shifted from Lucknow jail



Proposal also to terminate membership



Takes oath as member of Assembly



Staff reporter Meerut



The Meerut Municipal Corporation on Tuesday passed a resolution prohibiting its members from attending its meetings if they are not ready to sing the Vande Mataram at the beginning of the daily meetings. There is also a proposal to terminate the membership of those councillors who do not sing the national song and instead walk out of the meeting. The corporation, which is ruled by the BJP, is expected to discuss the proposal and pass it in the coming meetings. The resolution was proposed by Mayor Harikant



Ahluwalia and was passed by the House on Tuesday after some councillors belonging to the ruling BJP and the Opposition parties clashed over the national song.



Opposition walks out The meeting on Tuesday started with Mr. Ahluwalia asking all the members to stand up and sing the national song. It was then that some members belonging to the Opposition parties walked out after which BJP councillors started raising the slogan, “Hindustan me rehna hai to Vande Mataram kehna hoga (You must sing Vande Mataram if you want to stay in India)”.



Press Trust of India Lucknow



Gangster-turned-BSP MLA Mukhtar Ansari will be shifted out of Lucknow jail where he is lodged in connection with a number of criminal cases. “Orders have been issued to shift him from Lucknow district jail to Banda district jail,” ADG (Prisons) Gopal Lal Meena told PTI here on Wednesday. Mr.Ansari was shifted to the Lucknow District Jail last year after the announcement of the merger of his party, the Qaumi Ekta Dal (QED), and the then ruling Samajwadi Party. As the merger did not take off, Mr. Ansari joined



Mukhtar Ansari took oath as MLA on Wednesday. RAJEEV *



BHATT



BSP and was elected in the just-concluded Assembly elections from Mau seat. Mr. Ansari on Wednesday took oath as a new member of the State Assembly. He has been in jail since 2015 under various sections of the IPC.



PUBLIC NOTICES



EDUCATIONAL



LEGAL NOTICE



CM YK



A ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



Fresh protests at mobile unit



CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



In ire ighting mode



Chinese employee tore the Tricolour Purusharth Aradhak



Model held in Kolkata, brought to Chittoor CHITTOOR



Sangeetha Chatterjee, the Kolkata-based model-turnedred sanders smuggling operative, was arrested in Kolkata on Tuesday by a special party of Chittoor police under the supervision of Superintendent of Police Ghattamaneni Srinivas, and was brought to Chittoor in the early hours of Wednesday. Sangeetha, 26, was remanded in judicial custody for 14 days by the junior civil judge. She went absconding in March last year.



17 spotted deer shifted to Satpura Tiger Reserve BHOPAL



Seventeen cheetals (spotted deer), which were caught using the Boma technique from the Pench Tiger Reserve, have been shifted to the Satpura Tiger Reserve by the MP forest department. About 1,000 spotted deer are to be shifted to Satpura Tiger Reserve in a phased manner to deal with the shortage of food for carnivores, Field Director of Pench Tiger Reserve Shubhranjan Sen said on Wednesday. The released spotted deer include 16 females and one male. So far, a total of 35 spotted deer have been shifted, he said. He said these spotted deer were now getting themselves accustomed to the new environment after their release. PTI



1.5 lakh bottles of illicit liquor recovered CHANDIGARH



With Statewide raids being conducted by special teams of the Haryana Chief Minister’s Flying Squad, over 1.5 lakh bottles of illicit liquor have been recovered, officials said here on Wednesday. “The special teams conducted raids at a number of places in the State to check manufacture of spurious products, illicit liquor and arrested those engaged in unauthorised acts,” a State government spokesman said here. Officials said over 100 people were arrested for involvement in various illegal activities. IANS



Noida



The mobile phone manufacturing unit where the National Flag was allegedly torn by a Chinese national will remain closed till Friday after the unit witnessed fresh protests on Wednesday morning amid tight security. The protesters, who demonstrated for nearly one hour, demanded the immediate arrest of the Chinese national. Company representatives met the protesting employees and informed them that the Chinese employee had been sacked. The protesting employees also demanded eighthour work shifts, a minimum salary of ₹15,000 per month and holiday on Sundays. The unit was forced to shut down on Tuesday following tension over tearing of the Tricolour. Hundreds of people, in-



An unprecedented row of five national communication spacecraft is slated to be put in space this year with hopes of vastly cutting the gap in satellite capacity for different users. The first of them, GSAT-9 or the South Asia Satellite, will kick off the serial launches in the first half of April from the Sriharikota space port. (Officials said they had not yet set a date for it.)



‘Perceptible change’ A.S. Kiran Kumar, Chairman of the Indian Space Research Organisation, recently told The Hindu: “This year we are launching with five more communication satellites. With all of them coming up, there will definitely be a drastic, perceptible change in satellite capacity. In a matter of one year, the scene should be much better than what it is.” Mr. Kumar also said the ISRO has been taking conscious action to improve its overall communication transponders capacity; this space infrastructure supports broadcasters, telephone, Internet service and other businesses. New satellites that are constantly put up for approval could ease up the scene in the next two to three years, he said. For several years now, the space agency has been beset with a capacity deficit, caused by launch failures in which satellites were destroyed; and a galloping demand from public and private sector users. The agency says its comCM YK



NEW DELHI



The Supreme Court on Wednesday directed the Centre to prepare fresh guidelines for the police to brief the media by keeping in mind the protection of rights of both the accused and the victims of crime. A Bench headed by Chief Justice of India J.S. Khehar gave six weeks to the Centre to prepare the memorandum of the guidelines by examining the various suggestions submitted in the court.



Fire in the jungle: IAF’s MI-17 V5 helicopter throwing water using an under slung ‘bambi bucket’ to control the blaze near the Eklingarh Military Cantonment in Udaipur on Wednesday. PTI *



Canadian tourist safe in Sukma Pavan Dahat



‘Sensitive rights’ “We, thereby, direct the Centre to prepare a fresh memorandum of police guidelines on media by taking into consideration the rights of the accused so that their rights are not prejudiced during trial and also the sensitive rights of victims,” the Bench ordered.



The court was of the view that the last such office memorandum by the Centre was issued on April 1, 2010 and since then much deliberation has taken place and the subject has been examined from various angles particularly keeping in mind the protection of rights of the accused as well as the protection of the rights of the sufferer. The issue of police briefing to the media has been dealt with by the Supreme Court and it has passed several directions on a petition filed by the NGO People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL). The court on September 23, 2014 had passed a slew of directions for framing guidelines in encounter cases after it was alleged by the PUCL that 99 encounters took place in Mumbai resulting in death of about 135 persons between 1995 and 1997.



Operator blacklisted for making public Dhoni’s Aadhaar form Action likely against person who uploaded it on social media



NAGPUR



Development, Hindutva to be Assembly poll plank Mahesh Langa Ahmedabad



Ruling out early elections in Gujarat, BJP president Amit Shah on Monday exhorted party workers to prepare for the Assembly polls due in November and aim at winning 150 seats in the State. In his first public rally in his home State after the BJP’s landslide win in the Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand Assembly polls, Mr. Shah said that “people of Gujarat have not forgotten Badshah and Begum rule in Ahmedabad during the Congress regimes before 1995” indicating that development-plus-Hindutva will be the basic theme of the party’s election campaign. “Today, the BJP has 352 MPs in both Houses, 1385 MLAs in the country and ruling 15 States — which means 65 % of the country’s geo-



First of them to be launched in April BENGALURU



Legal Correspondent



Amit Shah rules out early elections in Gujarat



5 new satellites this year to raise ISRO capacity Madhumathi D.S.



‘Protect rights of accused and victims’



cluding the employees and members of the Hindu Yuva Vahini and Vishwa Hindu Parishad had protested outside the unit on Tuesday.



FIR filed The Noida police had filed an FIR against the Chinese national, who was the production manager in the company, based on a complaint by three employees. “The company had announced on Tuesday that the unit will remain closed till Wednesday evening. Following fresh protests, it decided to keep the unit shut till Friday. The employees have been asked to come to work on Friday morning. However, other units at the Sector 63 facility supply packaging and import units are still open,” said Noida Superintendent of Police Dinesh Yadav. To ensure no untoward incident, heavy police force has been deployed in the area.



SC directs Centre to prepare media guidelines for police brieings



munication fleet of 14 provides 200-odd transponder equivalents. Another 95odd transponders have been hired on foreign satellites to support Indian direct-to-home broadcasters and the agency aims to bring them back to its satellites. Referring to last year's success and regularisation of the GSLV Mark-II rocket programme — that can put up to 2,000-kg satellites to space — Mr. Kumar said: “We have overcome some of the issues of launch vehicles, now we need to produce and make more use of them, and put more satellites into orbit.” GSAT-9 will ride on one such indigenous GSLV.



Pep talk: BJP president Amit Shah being felicitated by party workers in Ahmedabad on Wednesday. VIJAY SONEJI *



graphy and 59 % of the population. But let’s not forget that the BJP’s victory marchstarted from Gujarat’s development model,” Mr. Shah said. According to him, the BJP had won 127 seats in the 2002 Assembly polls when Narendra Modi was Chief Minister and in 2017, the



party will win 150 seats when Mr. Modi is the Prime Minister. Mr. Shah slammed the Congress, asking its leaders to stop daydreaming of coming to power in the State and stressed that the previous Congress regimes were marred by “casteism, communalism and corruption.”



The Canadian tourist who had gone missing in the Maoist insurgency-hit Bastar region of Chhattisgarh on Sunday returned safely to the police headquarters in the Sukma district of the State on Wednesday. John Schlazak, who was on a bicycle tour of central India, was received by a team of local reporters and traders in the Dubbakonta village of Sukma late on Wednesday evening. Bastar police chief P. Sundar Raj confirmed that Mr. Schlazak has reached Sukma “safe and sound”. However, he refused to say anything when asked if the Canadian national was abducted by Maoists or not. According to Sukma district Superintendent of Police Abhishek Meena, the Canadian national had come to Mumbai on February 14.



Special Correspondent New Delhi



A day after former Indian cricket captain M.S. Dhoni's Aadhaar enrolment form was made public on Twitter, the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) on Wednesday said the operator responsible has been blacklisted for 10 years and further enquiry has been ordered into the incident. “The operator has been blacklisted. He cannot work for UIDAI for 10 years. We are also checking who put the form on social media. Action will be taken against them as well,” UIDAI CEO A.B. Pandey told The Hindu. Asked about taking penal action against those involved, Mr. Pandey said since Aadhaar card has not been generated yet and it is only the form which has been made public, no penal action is being taken at this point.



M.S. Dhoni



“But even sharing the form is wrong. It has personal details, including address. We will be conducting a further enquiry and will take action accordingly. All options will be considered.’’ he added.



Individual's privacy The incident comes amid the ongoing debate over whether or not Aadhaar violates an individual's privacy.



The operator, who has been blacklisted, was employed by the agency United Telecom Ltd to enrol citizens for Aadhaar. On Tuesday, he had posted a picture showing Mr. Dhoni giving his biometrics for Aadhaar along with a photo of his enrolment form. The issue was highlighted by Mr. Dhoni’s wife Sakshi Singh Rawat in a tweet to Electronics and IT Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad. “@rsprasad @CSCegov_ is there any privacy left ??? Information of adhaar card including application is made public property!#disappointed,” she had tweeted. Mr. Prasad, who is also the Law Minister had in his reply said “@SaakshiSRawat Thanks for bringing this to my notice. Sharing personal information is illegal. Serious action will be taken against this.”



TMC MP sends legal notice to State BJP president Seeks public apology over his comments on Narada videos Special Correspondent Kolkata



At a time when allegations are flying thick and fast over the Narada news videos, especially after the High Court directed the Central Bureau of Investigation to investigate the matter, Trinamool Congress MP Abhishek Banerjee has added a new dimension by sending a legal notice to BJP State president Dilip Ghosh. The notice sent to Mr. Ghosh states that the BJP leader should publicly apologise or a defamation case



would be filed against him. Mr. Ghosh had stated that TMC MP K. D. Singh, who is alleged to have made money available to Narada News CEO Mathew Samuel for conducting the cash-oncamera operation, is close to Abhishek Banerjee. Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee during an interview with a television channel recently had said that associating with K. D. Singh was “a blunder”. The BJP State president, however, remained defiant and said it was well known how TMC leaders benefited from K. D.



Singh. He said that the party would respond to such allegations legally.



Left parties rallies Meanwhile, during the day the Left parties organised a rally over the Narada news videos. Several TMC leaders, including some Ministers and MPs, were purportedly seen in the videos accepting cash from an agent of a fictitious company. “Those who have taken bribe should be removed from their posts and be arrested,” Left Front chairperson Biman Bose said.



Historic and a rarity Five communication spacecraft spread over less than a year is historic and a rarity for ISRO; all these years, it has launched one or two communication satellites a year. GSAT-18 was the lone communication satellite sent up in late 2016. Tentatively, ISRO has lined up the Internet userfriendly GSAT-19 for launch around May; GSAT-17 around June; GSAT-6A, which like GSAT-6, is for the Defence forces, in September; and its largest 5,000plus GSAT-11 around December. GSAT-17 and GSAT-11 will be launched on the European Ariane launcher. After INSAT-4CR was moved to a new orbital slot a few months ago, its efficiency has been improved and a little extra capacity created for select use, he said. A ND-ND
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An expansive Hindutva agenda? The Hindutva project has succeeded in projecting itself as speaking to the deep diversities that crowd U.P.



The modern way valerian rodrigues f symbols speak, and in the layered culture deposits of the Gangetic plain they do speak loud, one of the most memorable spectacles was Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Kashi Vishwanath Temple on March 4, 2017. It was preceded by a roadshow in the narrow, winding streets of Varanasi all decked up for the grand efect, following the garlanding of the statue of Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya at the Benares Hindu University. Within the temple precincts itself Mr. Modi appeared the great performer, oozing a burst of energy, while the archakas were transixed in the archaic layout of the ancient temple complex. Place this spectacle alongside Mr. Modi’s salutation to ‘Ganga Ma’ at the Dashashwamedh Ghat of the river on May 17, 2014, a day after his victory from Varanasi Lok Sabha constituency, three years ago: and you have before you one of the most powerful symbols to reach out to the length and breadth of India, Shiva and Parvathi, alongside Ganga, and their complex personiications in myriad forms, the principles of dynamism and recreation, galore across India, in much more vivid forms than Ram lalan of Ayodhya. Yogi Adityanath, the new Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, himself heads a temple, the Gorakhnath temple, named after a representation of Lord Shiva, a representation that gathers in its fold elements of Buddhism, the tantra practices, the Nathpanthi traditions, and renouncer cults.



I



Shiva in political pantheon While the Hindutva project is unlikely to shed Ram from its political pantheon, it would be worth



Six years after Tahrir, Hosni Mubarak is released, highlighting Egypt’s restive politics



F



or most of those who hit Cairo’s Tahrir Square in 2011 demanding democracy and a freer society, President Hosni Mubarak was a symbol of repression. After his ouster, the dictator was tried for corruption and causing the death of hundreds of protesters. Still, his release last week, after six years of detention at Cairo’s military hospital, was received by Egyptians as just a routine development. There were no major protests against his release, nor were there any rallies in support — an indication of what Egypt’s state and society have become six years after the Arab Spring. The release was long expected. Most of his associates and family members, who also faced serious charges, were already released. His sons, Alaa and Gamal, accused of embezzlement of public funds, were released in October 2015. Corruption charges against Mr. Mubarak were overturned in January 2015. Earlier this month, he was acquitted by Egypt’s highest appeals court of conspiring to kill protesters, paving the way for his release. It may appear ironic that Mr. Mubarak, who ruled the country with an iron ist for almost 30 years and was toppled by public protests in which hundreds were killed, is now a free man, while Mohamed Morsi, Egypt’s irst democratically elected President, is in prison. But this irony also symbolises Egypt’s complex contemporary politics. Though the government of Abdel Fattah al-Sisi claims the legacy of the 2011 revolution, it took a lenient view of Mubarak-era crimes while cracking down on Mr. Morsi’s Muslim Brotherhood. It is diicult to gauge the political mood in Egypt. Despite large-scale concentration of power in the hands of the military, the Sisi regime doesn’t face any existential threats. For ordinary Egyptians, who went through the instability and chaos of the post-Mubarak months and the threats of Islamisation and economic miseries during the Muslim Brotherhood rule, General Sisi at least provided stability and order. The belief is that compared to other countries that were hit by popular protests in 2011 such as Libya, Yemen and Syria, Egypt is doing better, thanks to the army’s intervention. Tunisia is the only country that internally transformed itself into a democracy after protests. Gen. Sisi projects himself as a guarantor of order and enjoys support among the minorities and secular sections. But the question is if the status quo is sustainable. Order was restored at a brutal cost. Hundreds were killed when security personnel forcibly removed Islamist protesters from Cairo. There is no substantive political opposition. Personal freedoms are being curbed again, while media groups and journalists are targeted. In efect, what hundreds of protesters at Tahrir Square risked their lives for was never achieved. Gen. Sisi has taken the country back to square one. CM YK



Finger on the U.P. pulse The socio-political space that constitutes Uttar Pradesh today has always nurtured a complex internal debate with regard to the idea of India from the later part of 19th century. The great debate with regard to the future of Muslims in the subcontinent following the demise of the Mughal Empire was centred around this region in which the ulema of Deoband and Barelvi madrasas and later the Aligarh Movement played a decisive role. One always found in this region informal groupings of religious adherents, be they Hindus or Muslims, who did not toe the line of any one political party. Besides, after the abolition of the zamindari system this region, as a whole, was not much shaken up by the powerful agrarian and anti-caste movements that have had such powerful impact in the neighbouring region of Bihar. However, recent evidence suggests that a large number of traditional upper caste religious groupings in the region have been veering round to the Hindutva project, and orthodoxy has spread its appeal much wider among



The strategy In sum, over the years there has been little attempt to make the deep diversities that crowd Uttar Pradesh speak to one another. The Hindutva project has succeeded in projecting itself as speaking to this diversity through a phalanx of organisations. Mr. Modi was only the presiding deity, the organising centre of this process. The Uttar Pradesh strategy also demonstrates that the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) will adopt very distinct strategies in diferent regions of India, with a few slogans such as ‘Sabka sath, sabka vikas’ as common.



It is a pity to watch the plight of the Muslims in Uttar Pradesh if we ignore the local bravado on display in some places. The Hindutva project has been surreptitiously redeining the Muslim world in this region that has global ramiications. It has selectively extended support to the Sui heritage, and Mr. Modi even addressed the World Sui Forum in Delhi in March 2016. It has tried to win over a section of the Shias with an eye on Pakistan, Iran and West Asia, but also tapped the historic Shia-Sunni rivalry in the State to its advantage. It has not been sympathetic to the demand of Aligarh Muslim University for minority status and has expressed strong resentment against the relatively doctrinaire strand of Islam upheld by the Deoband madrasa. Organised Muslim political opinion has largely concentrated in carving out electoral strategies rather than propose ways by which people who subscribe to deep differences in beliefs and values but share much of everyday life in common can live together. The coexistence and toleration argument does not apply here because everyday life is deeply caught in conlicts and the language of sterile secularism does not ofer a line of advance. The language of vikas that the BJP spoke during the electioneering, therefore, may have to be seen through the lens of this expansive Hindutva project. Everyone is welcome to participate in the common economic endeavour, but the normative and cultural codes of such an endeavour will be governed by this project. The invocation of Shiva and Shakti in this project that hitherto held irmly to a graded order and paternalism would have implications for Indian democracy that have been little envisaged so far. Valerian Rodrigues is formerly professor at the Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, and currently National Fellow, Indian Council of Social Science Research



The dragon at the NSG high table India’s bid for NSG membership will continue to see hurdles, with China being vocal in its opposition



smita sharma



Back to square one



ping into a religio-political project that was little seen as integral to Hindutva so far?



watching the deployment of Shiva and Shakti sites spread across the length and breadth of the country, particularly in its peripheral regions. Lord Shiva is the lord of the dissenter, the renouncer, the wayward, the very captive of his devotee, the great patron of arts and crafts, the yogi par excellence, while he is at the same time the great destroyer, angry and disdainful of the social order. He inhabits the peripheries of the Brahmanical dispensation that stipulates a tightly ordered social universe. He is primarily the lord of the lower social orders, of the margins. He is the presiding deity across the vast expanses of the Himalayas, most of the southern part of India, and the hills and ghats where the Brahmanical order is precariously present. For the Hindutva ideologues, at least those who walk hand in hand with Mr. Modi, the conquest of Lord Ram’s place of birth at Ayodhya is over; what is important is to bind India together, its myriad differences and diversities through new bonds. Was the Prime Minister, who said little on the Ram Janmabhoomi issue during his numerous public meetings across the length and breadth of Uttar Pradesh, opening a new front for Hindutva? Are we, therefore, step-



A



t the Carnegie Endowment International Nuclear Policy Conference in 2015, a polling question asked to the hall full of global diplomats and foreign policy experts was: “Is there a likelihood of more than 50% that by March 24, 2017, India will become a participant in the Nuclear Suppliers Group?” Only one panellist and 37% of the audience responded positively. Three panellists and 67% of the audience were naysayers, and they were proved right. A similar question asked to some 800 delegates recently at a subsequent chapter of the Carnegie conference in Washington DC gave way to a fragmented response. An average of 25% were hopeful of a 50% chance of New Delhi making it through by 2019. As India continues to push for a seat at the nuclear high table, it seems an uphill task, and the view from the Hill isn’t rosy either. The former UN High Representative for Disarmament Afairs, An-



gela Kane, believes that India stands a good 55% chance to make it but is opposed to India’s push. “I do not believe India should be a member of NSG because of criterion. In a meeting that I attended, the Chinese representative, a high-ranking ambassador, was very vocal, opposing the U.S. position on this.” Speculation is rife if over the next two years, either India or India and Pakistan or none could make it through the NSG. In the NSG plenary session in Seoul in June 2016, New Delhi blamed Beijing for the “Consensus Minus One” hurdle to its bid even though close to a dozen countries including Mexico, Brazil, Norway, Ireland expressed serious reservations over India not being signatory to the Non Proliferation Treaty. It is now learnt from U.S. diplomatic sources that calls were generated from the White House as well as the State Department to some naysayers including New Zealand and Italy. Italy had wanted a way out on the diplomatic tangle around its two marines charged with the murder of Indian ishermen. They had sought trial in a third country as a possible option. New Delhi dismissed the proposals and Italy stuck to its opposition in the closeddoor sessions. Since the Seoul summit, a committee under Rafael Mariano



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Hate at home Indians are facing hate crimes in the United States, Australia and also New Zealand and there is pressure on the government to ensure the safety of Indians abroad. Considering this, the gruesome attacks on Nigerian students in Greater Noida is a time for Indians to turn the mirror inwards (“Five arrested for attack on Nigerians”, March 29). India’s racism is an open secret, but, nevertheless, it is shocking to ind it in the very heart of India. All this do not paint a very bright picture of a young and modern nation. India is a preferred education destination for many African countries since they ind the standards good and fees more afordable than in the West. A racist attack must not be simply termed as just another incident of rage. A responsive police and legal apparatus are
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he passage of the Mental Healthcare Bill in the Lok Sabha, putting it on course to become law and repealing the Mental Health Act of 1987, will potentially help India catch up with the advances made in the ield by other countries. India urgently needs to make a transition from old-fashioned approaches to providing care for those sufering from mental illnesses, something that China, for example, has achieved through state-led policy reform. Even the sketchy studies on the nature of care available to Indians indicate that in terms of population coverage the new law faces a big challenge. The country’s grossly inadequate base of professional resources is evident from its ratio of 0.3 psychiatrists for 100,000 people (with marginally higher numbers taking independent private practitioners into account), compared to China’s 1.7. Then there are massive deiciencies in the availability of trained clinical psychologists and psychiatric social workers. Evidently, the National Mental Health Programme has not been suiciently funded within the health budget; neither has capability been built in most States to absorb the meagre allocation. Delayed though it is, the new legislation can bring about change with its positive features. The important provisions relate to the recognition of the right to medical treatment, decriminalisation of attempted suicide, explicit acceptance of agency of people with mental illness and their freedom to choose treatments, prohibition of discrimination and regulation of establishments working in the ield. Raising efective primary and district-level coverage of mental health services for the general population, without requiring people to travel long distances to see a specialist and get medicines, should be a priority. Since the base of psychiatrists is low in relation to the need, the use of trained general practitioners as the irst line of contact assumes importance. Some studies show many of them are not conident enough with their training to detect, diagnose and manage mental illnesses. With a concerted efort, primary care physicians can be trained to help people with mild and severe problems, ranging from anxiety disorders to depression, psychoses and conditions arising from alcohol and substance abuse. Being able to get professional counselling will reduce the complications arising from extreme stress, often the trigger for suicide. Extending health insurance cover is also a step forward, since out-of-pocket expenditure has risen along with the expansion of the private sector in this sphere, just as for other ailments. The provision in the new legislation prohibiting seclusion of patients, something that is frequently resorted to in asylums, and the general use of electro-convulsive therapy must be welcomed. Modern treatment approaches rely more on family and community support. The new Central and State regulatory authorities should speedily weed out shady non-governmental rehabilitation organisations in this ield.



PTI



The government should use the new mental health law to strengthen primary care



Muslims. The egalitarian social imaginary of the lower rungs among Hindus has thrown up new modes of religious gatherings, revitalised marginal deities, and much social efort has gone into the construction of shrines and temples and writing caste histories. The Hindutva expressions in this region have reached out to this imaginary while the other political formations in the region have had little say on it. The cryptic comment that Samajwadi Party leader Mulayam Singh Yadav made, that Chief Minister Akhilesh Yadav’s defeat is on account of his departure from Lohiawad, has a ring of truth about it, although the former himself reached out to this social imaginary very little. The secular hat that the Congress wears is totally disconnected from this groundswell. The Bahujan Samaj Party did little to disabuse the charge that the Prime Minister made in his election rallies that it serves the good of one against its claims to represent the many. Besides, the impermeable walls that the dominant discourse within this party erects across castes and communities makes it diicult for it to access complex modes of oppression and cultural nuances that play a decisive role in an electorally surcharged arena such as Uttar Pradesh.



Grossi, Ambassador of the Argentine Republic and Permanent Representative to International Organizations in Vienna and Chair of the Nuclear Suppliers Group, was tasked with backdoor consultations for expansion of the elite club. According to him, “several formulations are on the table to deal with the central issue of relationship with the NPT”. “The jury is still out and we need to wait a little bit,” he says.



The India-China-U.S. tango Indian and Chinese interlocutors too have held rounds of discussions to resolve mutual issues. But with a public opposition unlike a quiet one in 2008, Beijing looks less relenting. Laura Kennedy, former U.S. Am-



bassador and Board Member at the World Afairs Council, says, “Even if India were to allow Pakistan to come in, some have suggested China might still be averse because they see this as elevating India to almost ranks of the P5 or Security Council membership.” A view from Capitol Hill is that China is positioned as a focal point of resistance for those who were persuaded or coerced earlier in 2008 by the Bush regime but remain resentful of a country-speciic waiver for India. But if China were to shed its resistance, it would be easier to achieve consensus. Meanwhile, India would have to ind ways to woo the dragon. With the Trump administration busy with domestic agendas ranging from health care to the economy and also North Korea, Iran and the Islamic State being the focus areas overseas, the U.S.-China dialogue will hardly hinge on Beijing’s position on the NSG tangle for now. The U.S. continues to advocate support for India’s membership. Dr. Christopher Ford, U.S. President Donald Trump’s adviser at the National Security Council, says that while the NSG stand-of requires a change in tactics or circumstances for resolution, there have been no indications of change in the U.S. administration’s approach to India’s membership so far.



With the NSG plenary set to meet again in Bjern in June this year, despite technical preparations, a resolution will be diicult to reach without political will. A top diplomat privy to the negotiations stressed that a green light to India’s entry is a political decision that China will have to make. China may not shy away from advocating keeping out all-weather friend Pakistan in order to keep India out. Meanwhile, American diplomats advise patience as India already has the functionality it needed with the 2008 waiver for nuclear commerce. A seat at the high table will be required to inluence decisions and nuclear export in future. So, any proposal to woo baiters would have to be windowdressed to look considerate of future bids from other non-NPT players including Israel, instead of appearing to be tailor-made only for India. For now, NSG will be an uphill task with China unwilling to play nice, and contentious issues of the H-1B visa, intellectual property rights and trade dominating the India-U.S. agenda when Prime Minister Narendra Modi goes to Capitol Hill. Smita Sharma is a former broadcast journalist with India Today and Network 18
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crucial for securing the rights of the visitors from Africa. It is heartening that Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj took cognisance of the tweets by the distressed African students and raised the issue with Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath. But is he listening?



on police reforms but the political class seems to unite against it because of its own vested interests. In the end, subtle police reforms such as making it an independent and autonomous force are the only solution to ensuring the best possible law and order situation and delivering justice to the common citizen.



K.S. Jayatheertha,



Karan Choudhary,



Bengaluru



Pathankot, Punjab



Police reforms



Mental Healthcare Bill



The eiciency and professionalism of the police is always questioned in almost every region of the country; it appears to be more pronounced in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar (“Mapping out the police overhaul in U.P.”, March 29). Political interference in the working of the police has resulted in a very bad state of law and order, translating into gross injustice for the common man. There have been an array of discussions



The passage of the Mental Healthcare Bill is welcome. A particular clause emphasising an advanced directive from the patient for treatment to begin requires reconsideration as patients afected by delusions and who feel that everyone is conspiring against him or her cannot be expected to give consent. A rights-based approach to mental health care merits efective implementation on the ground.



M. Jeyaram, Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu



The pressure from severe stress and mental illness to commit suicide usually overrides the fear of criminalisation, making it redundant to criminalise suicidal acts. This Bill rectiies the inefective incentive to prevent suicides through proscribing suicidal behaviour and focusses on obtaining health care for the mentally ill. The time has inally come to realise that those who are tempted into the suicide trap should not be legally considered as criminals, but victims of psychological disorders.



■



objective of World Mental Health Day is to raise awareness of mental health issues and mobilise eforts in support of mental health. Initially, when someone close to you is diagnosed with mental illness, people feel ashamed, lonely and diicult to open up because of the stigma. A change in people’s perception and encouraging mental health literacy can help remove stigma and discrimination that stand in the way of inding cures and helping people diagnosed with mental illness live a complete life they deserve. T.S. Karthik, Chennai



Manickam Valliappan, Coimbatore



Though health care is one area where the 20th century has seen signiicant contributions being made to it, we still have a long way to go when it comes to dealing with mental health. The



■



The heat will begin The India Meteorological Department’s warning to brace ourselves for heat waves is the direct result of the collective failure of the government and citizens (“States get warning to brace for heat waves”, March 29).



We have mindlessly cut trees and the government has turned a blind eye to large-scale deforestation to pave the way for industries, factories and housing. This has afected rainfall too. T. Anand Raj, Chennai



The poor monsoon has only added to the intensity of heatwaves. The government must now take steps to tackle the water crisis across the country. Steps must also be taken to recycle water. Making adjustments in MGNREGA work timings is a good move since people would be desperate to work regardless of the diicult conditions. Precautions that people must take while being out in the sun must also be publicised frequently.



■



S. Ramapriyan, Dharmapuri, Tamil Nadu
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Clamping down on creativity



Give them a brake



By censoring ilms at the behest of a few, we embolden fringe groups to take the law into their hands



Overworked drivers are endangering themselves and passengers alike to meet targets set by cab aggregators



The issues Some of the burning issues that confront us are: How does the Constitution of India define freedom of speech and expression? What are the limits on the said freedom? Why are films banned? Are these bans constitutionally valid? What views have been expressed by the final interpreter of the Constitution, the Supreme Court of India, about these bans on the films? What consequences would these bans have on our freedom of speech and expression and on the rule of law? The preamble of our Constitution, which is said to contain the dreams of “We the People”, speaks of “freedom of thought and expression”. Article 19 (1) (a) of the Constitution guarantees the fundamental right of freedom of speech and expression. However, the said freedom is not absolute one; it is not an unbridled horse. In fact, Article 19 (2) permits the state to impose reasonable restrictions on seven grounds, namely security of state, sovereignty and integrity of India, friendly relationship with foreign countries, public order, decency and morality, contempt of court, and defamation. Thus, the ban on a film is legally justifiable only on



these seven grounds, and none else. However, films have been banned in India since 1959 when Mrinal Sen’s Bengali film Neel Akasher Neechey was banned for two months. Generally, films are banned for six reasons. First, movies which supposedly depict the country in a bad light. BBC’s documentary India’s Daughter (2015), which contains interviews with the alleged rapists of the 2012 Delhi gang-rape victim, is banned in India because it records certain views of the rapists which show the country in a poor light. Second, movies which portray the life of our leaders, but in an unfavourable manner — such as Aandhi (1975) and Kissa Kursi Ka (1977). Third, movies which depict communal violence are prone to be banned; such movies are deemed to arouse the passion of the people that can lead to problems of public order. Fourth, movies which ‘hurt’ the religious sentiments of the people — such as The Da Vinci Code (2006), which was banned in five States in India as it ‘hurt’ the sentiments of the Christian community. Fifth, movies are censored on the ground of obscenity. Mira Nair’s Kama Sutra — A Tale of Love (1996) dealt with a story of four lovers in 16th century India. Though Kama Sutra, the book, is easily available in India, the Censor Board still found the movie “too explicit”, “unethical” and “immoral”. Finally, there are those films which deal with tabooed subjects like lesbianism, and transsexuality, such as Fire (1996) and Gulabi Aaina (The Pink Mirror, 2002). The legal issue before us today is whether censoring films and protesting against the freedom of the artists



are legally justified under Article 19 (2) of the Constitution or not. The ban on the ground of public order or obscenity, at times, might be justified. But the prohibition on the grounds that the film “hurts the pride of the people of the nation”, or “hurts the religious sentiments of a community”, or that “it defies Indian sensibility”, or “it is against the Indian ethos or culture”, or “it is woman-oriented” are clearly untenable. For such grounds are not covered by Article 19 (2).



Depriving the majority The ban on films which criticise the nation clearly reveals our immaturity in accepting criticism of ourselves. Perhaps time has come to examine ourselves in the light of what non-Indians have to say about us as people, and as a nation. Even if our national leaders are being criticised, or a part of their personality or character is being questioned, maybe we should be mature enough to take the criticism in our own stride. Similarly, bans on films which raise modern issues of the condition of women in India such as Water, or on issues of sexual identity or fluidity such as Gulabi Aaina or Fire should not be banned especially when the question of the rights of the LGBT community is being debated as a constitutional issue, and as part of human rights. Such extra-constitutional restrictions go beyond the scope of Article 19 (2). Most importantly, such prohibitions adversely affect democracy and the rule of law. First, coloured exercise of power permits the state to control the free flow of information, of thoughts, of creativity, and of speech and expression. The state is



permitted to act as a benevolent patriarch or as Big Brother of Orwell’s 1984. But such thinking demeans the intellect and the maturity of the citizen. The state is permitted to think that it has the power to decide what is right or what is wrong for the people, instead of letting people have the right to decide the same. Second, unreasonable restrictions at the behest of fringe groups deprive the majority of the people of their right to see, and to enjoy good literature and good art. While we worry about the sentiments of the few, we ignore the rights of the many. By censoring films at the behest of a few, we strengthen the fringe groups, we arm them with the power to take the law into their own hands, and to undermine the rule of law. Thus, it becomes the tyranny of the minority over the rights of the majority. Third, in the age of information technology, such bans are farcical. For the proscribed films are readily available on the Internet. Such bans thus motivate people to break the law and to dilute the rule of law.



Manila, pedicab drivers have taken to drugs such as methamphetamine to cope with long working hours. The stress and pressure to earn a minimum amount on a daily basis can also lead to mental health problems such as depression.



anant bhan



Capping work hours Other fields of work have seen demands that there be a cap on the number of work hours, especially in professions requiring high concentration. Strict regulations apply for pilots and flight crew with flight duty time limitations requiring adherence. Another example is working hours for resident physician trainees in the field of health care, where such capping has been advocated to prevent risks to patient safety. Dr. Michael Carome, director of the Public Citizen’s Health Research Group, called sleep-deprived resident physicians a “danger to themselves, their patients and the public” in an NPR article.



The recent spate of strikes by drivers of appbased cab aggregator platforms, specifically Ola and Uber, has unveiled some facets of the ugly underbelly of the burgeoning market for these platforms. While most of us have been happily indulging in the low cost and convenient booking such platforms offer, we as consumers do not often think about some of the adverse implications of these models. Buoyed by the early heady days of Ola and Uber where drivers were earning handsome amounts from the cash-rich and venture capital-funded platforms, there was a resultant deluge in the number of drivers who joined these companies as ‘partners’. In some urban settings — tier I and tier II cities — there is now an oversupply situation, and the new cars bought to join app-based cab fleets have added to the traffic woes caused by limited traffic infrastructure.



The beauty of openness Amartya Sen in his book, The Argumentative Indian, has argued that one of the reasons for democracy to survive in India is the ability of Indians to accept diverse thoughts and philosophies, cultures and lifestyles within their fold. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, the President of India, in his book, The Hindu View of Life, in fact asserts that the Indian civilisation is based on assimilation rather than on extermination. Indeed, the Constitution of India is wedded to the concept of pluralism and inclusiveness. But extra-constitutional bans restrict the free flow of thoughts, of imagination, of creativity. Such bans are thus against the constitutional philosophy, against the rule of law, against democracy, and against our national interest. Mahatma Gandhi said, “I do not want my house to be walled in all the sides and my windows to be stuffed. I want the cultures of all lands to be blown about my house as freely as possible. But I refuse to be blown off my feet by any.” The winds of imagination and thoughts, of colours and creativity should be permitted to blow throughout the nation lest the country be imprisoned in an iron curtain. We cannot construct Siberian prisons in the tropical landscape of our Constitution.



Danger ahead Driven by targets and packages, which often change and are communicated on a daily basis, and shrinking incentives and earnings, drivers of these taxis keep increasing work hours. This becomes essential for them to be able to earn enough to pay off the costs of running the cab service — the car loan EMI, fuel costs, vehicle maintenance costs, permit fees, platform commissions, etc. Any balance left from the earning is what the drivers can retain for personal purposes, and to contribute to family expenses. On an almost daily basis, drivers of these cabs tell me about the long working hours they keep, from early morning till late night. They speak about being exhausted, and frequently working seven days a week. This is worrisome on two counts: their own health, and implications for the safety of all taxi occupants. India already has a huge road accident burden, with upwards of 200,000 road fatalities annually. With traffic rules openly being flouted, drivers on Indian roads need to be on high alert at all times. App-based cab drivers also need to juggle incoming bookings, app instructions and directions, as well as coordination with passengers for pick-up and drop. Quite clearly, this can be mentally and physically taxing, and is only tenable for a limited number of hours every day. Exhaustion and lack of rest can lead to a drop in concentration which, even if momentary while driving, can lead to accidents. Furthermore, to try to stay alert for long hours, drivers may turn to stimulants, making them prone to addiction. In cities like



Justice R.S. Chauhan is a sitting judge of the Karnataka High Court
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With an annual production of 1,600 to 2,000 films, both in Hindi and in regional languages, India is the largest producer of films in the world. Undoubtedly, the film industry is not only a robust industry, it also plays a pivotal role in our nation. While entertaining, it also provides education, develops a national character, and mirrors the society at large. However, in the largest democracy with the longest Constitution, films often become the target of public ire and of censorship. The recent controversies over Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s Padmavati and the Prakash Jha-produced Lipstick Under My Burkha have again ignited the debate between the liberals and the conservatives, between the custodians of Indian culture and the urban intelligentsia. But in the cacophony of arguments and counterarguments, no one has referred to the blueprint of the young nation: the Constitution of India. Since it is the Constitution which guarantees the fundamental right of freedom of speech and expression, and defines the contours of the said freedom, perhaps we should consider the interrelationship between the Constitution and cinema.
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R.S. Chauhan



As concerned citizens, and as passengers or road users who are themselves at risk of accidents caused due to errors by exhausted cab drivers, we must push for ensuring that working hours for app-based aggregator cab drivers are capped, and driver work conditions and payment terms optimised and made favourable enough to enable this. Furthermore, the drivers should receive mandatory health insurance benefits, and regular medical check-ups. Our hunger for cheap and convenient transport options should not make us party to lives being endangered on the road. We must advocate for those who have taken on the onus of ferrying us around on our roads, and not just because their health and wellbeing is closely linked to our own health and safety. Anant Bhan is a researcher in bioethics and global health, and adjunct professor, Yenepoya University, Mangaluru



CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



SINGLE FILE



FROM



FIFTY YEARS AGO MARCH 30, 1967



For-proit presidency?



Six killed in Calcutta clashes Six people were killed and at least 63 injured besides nine policemen, to-day [March 28, Calcutta] according to official estimates, in day-long clashes between different sections of the people and the police who opened fire on a couple of occasions. The army was called out after mid-day to assist the civil authority to maintain law and order following repeated incidents of violence, arson and clashes between a big crowd of processionists and police. To-day’s [March 28] incidents followed trouble near a gurdwara on Monday night [March 27] and were reportedly touched off by an armed procession of Sikhs numbering several hundreds carrying ‘kirpans’, sticks, swords, guns, etc., on its way to enshrine a “Granth Saheb” in the Gurdwara.



Conlicts of interest with Mr. Trump’s business network remain unresolved Narayan Lakshman



A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MARCH 30, 1917



AFP



U.S. President Donald Trump is spending a lot of time outside of his “designated” home – the White House — and Americans are beginning to ask why. During the past two months and more that he has been in oice, the 45th President has spent the equivalent of three full weeks outside 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, and on each such occasion he has invariably stayed in a Trump-branded property. When U.S. Presidents step out of the stufy conines of oicialdom at the White House, their trips are sometimes personal, such as the many short sojourns of former President Barack Obama to Washington’s local-area bookstores. Often, they are intended to publicise small businesses in the area. However, high-proile diplomatic encounters with the Commander-in-Chief tend to happen in the vicinity of the Oval Ofice and in terms of the sheer cost these visits are qualitatively diferent to the “date night” dinners that Mr. and Mrs. Obama had at nearby Washington restaurants from time to time. Cost to the exchequer is especially a real concern for outside visits that include VIP guests, such as Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and his retinue staying at a pricey Trump property. Unsurprisingly, the high frequency of Mr. Trump’s visits to his own properties has raised suspicions about whether the Trump family may be seeking to ill its cofers with American taxpayers’ money. Could the presidency be the greatest inancial deal that Mr. Trump ever swung for himself? Is this the magnum opus of the man who authored “The Art of the Deal,” and has been unapologetic about using bankruptcy laws to his beneit regardless of the fallout for employees of the Trump Organization? While the answer may never be known, the evidence suggests that conlicts of interest between Mr. Trump’s political ofice and his vast international network of property wealth and inancial stakes in a range of companies have not been resolved.



The Emoluments Clause There is concern that Mr. Trump may be violating the U.S. Constitution’s Emoluments Clause, according to which it is illegal for government oicials to “accept of any present, Emolument, Oice, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State”. It was based on this clause that a watchdog group called Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington iled a lawsuit earlier this month arguing that foreign governments may seek to inluence Mr. Trump by patronising his properties; and that he should either “sell of his business holdings or, if the illiquidity of his assets prevents him from doing so, to put as much as possible into a blind trust managed by a lawyer or other trustee with whom he will have no contact.” If, however, the President maintains that he has removed himself from day-to-day operations of the Trump Organization and that this nominal step ends all conlicts of interest notwithstanding his family’s ties to his businesses, he may be vulnerable to future lawsuits, and even the prospect of impeachment. CM YK
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CONCEPTUAL



FAQ



Grundnorm



Handling a mid-air meltdown



Jurisprudence If law is a system or set of rules, it presupposes that these rules derive their validity from some other norm. Any law gets validity from its being enacted by a competent forum, which itself derives validity from a normative source that confers law-making powers on it. Thus, every rule owes its validity to a higher norm. Hans Kelsen, the Austrian jurist and legal philosopher, said one basic norm, or grundnorm in German, underlies every legal system. It is the fundamental norm that provides validity to every law or rule under the system, and beyond which there is no higher norm. The existence of a grundnorm alone can hold the system together and make it normative, he argued. CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
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Beer with an Indian twist! A video http://bit.ly/MilletBeer



How civil aviation deals with a disruptive passenger murali n. krishnaswamy How is air rage dealt with in India? The Aircraft



Rules, 1937, spell out a course of actions to be taken following disruptive behaviour. Here, Rules 22 and 23 highlight the parameters under which action can be taken under the jurisdiction of India, and the crucial role of the pilot-in-command in initiating action with the competent authorities. The government is also said to be looking at an institutional mechanism to deal with the problem. Airlines in India are beginning to take some steps to put in place a “no-fly” list. And how is it abroad? In



the U.S., data by leading aviation bodies such as the FAA and those representing airline professionals record up to an estimated 10,000 such cases a year. Airlines reported some 10,854 unruly incidents to the International Air Transport Association (IATA) last year. Airlines in



general have measures to deal with disruptive passengers which include cutting off alcohol supply (identified as among the primary causes of air rage), to warnings, to even subduing passengers with plastic handcuffs and belts. Various flight crew associations are now calling for measures such as “stiffer prosecution” of disruptive passengers, better crew training, and more detailed flight safety briefings. In the U.S., the maximum fine for assaulting a crew member has seen an increase from $1,100 and can even touch $25,000. Disrupting a commercial flight can carry a very stiff jail sentence (of up to 20 years) and even a $250,000 fine. A paper by the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) highlights the importance of the international treaty, the Tokyo Convention, also known as The Convention on Offences and Certain Other Acts Com-



mitted on Board Aircraft. Under this, Articles 1, 6-7, 8 and 12, and finally 9 and 13, focus on dealing with offenders which includes handing over a “serious offender” to the competent authorities. India ratified the Convention in July 1975. There are some grey areas as far as aligning it with other key aviation conventions are concerned.



Prior to the ex-Tsar’s arrival at Tsarskoe Selo, the delegates arrived at Mogitey. There was no excitement and they presented a mandate for the arrest to General Alexieff who informed the ex-Tsar who was waiting inside the Imperial train. The ExTsar replied: “I am willing to go anywhere and submit to any decision.” A silent crowd witnessed his departure, the Dowager Empress and group of officers bidding him farewell. The train arrived at Susasino at 9 in the morning when the ex-Tsar was awakened and at 10 o’clock he went into the dining saloon inviting his suite to partake of coffee. After an hour’s conversation the ex-Tsar addressed his suite and servants saying. “I thank you for your services. Au revoir.” He kissed his suite and servants, and the latter kissed the ex-Tsar’s shoulder. When he arrived at the Imperial Pavilion, the ex-Tsar was wearing a Cossack uniform. He stepped out calmly but looked haggard and walked to a waiting motor car. The public was not present. Later, the ex-Tsar arrived at Tsarskoe Selo. CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
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The final word IATA,



which represents most airlines across the world, is also urging governments to ratify the Montreal Protocol 2014, which was adopted by ICAO. It amends the Tokyo Convention, with a key change being provision for recovery of costs as a result of passenger behaviour. Nearly 100 governments participated in the process. Adopting “no-fly lists” may be the simplest meeting point for most airlines, but as experience in the U.S. shows, these can run into legal hurdles. A ND-ND
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LS passes four GST Bills after debate However, the Finance Minister said the States and the Centre must be guided by the federal nature of the agreement between the Centre and the States. “The consequences of not acting on the GST Council’s recommendations is if everybody decided to set a different rate, then the implementation of GST becomes practically very difficult if not impossible,” Mr. Jaitley said. Regarding the need for multiple rates, the Finance Minister explained that if there was only a single rate, then the GST regime would be a highly regressive one as luxury goods would then be taxed at the same rate as necessities. “If somebody uses a BMW car, then that cannot be taxed at the same rate as Hawai chappals or baby food,” Mr. Jaitley said. “A single rate is not possible. The easiest formula for this was that the GST rate for a good or service will be the closest slab to the current rate of tax.”



Earlier in the day, Opposition leader Veerappa Moily raised the objection that the GST Bills were being passed as Money Bills and hence were eliminating the Rajya Sabha from the decisionmaking process.



‘Big assault’ “What is the point in having the Council of States if they do not have a voice to demonstrate against this assault on the federal system in the country,” Mr. Moily said. “According to me, if they have some pride left, they should all resign. I am sorry to say this. Ultimately, such a big assault on the federal structure of the Constitution of India should not happen.” In reply, Mr. Jaitley said that historically in India, all taxes that have been levied have been done through money bills. “I dare anyone to find a single instance, from 1950 to now, when a law imposing a tax has been anything other than a Money Bill,” he said.



Govt. embarrassed in Rajya Sabha Opposition ensures that the House adopts ive amendments to Finance Bill



Special Correspondent



Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



The Opposition ensured that the Rajya Sabha adopted five amendments to the contentious Finance Bill, which was put to vote in the Upper House on Wednesday, placing the government in an embarrassing situation. The amendments adopted by the Upper House included deletion of the provision that “denied the right to an Income Tax assessee to know the reason why he or she had been raided” and gave unbridled powers to an assistant commissioner of the Income Tax (IT) department. One to the Companies Act, which removed the cap on the amount that an individual or company could donate to a political party, was also shot down. The Finance Bill will now be sent for final approval to the Lok Sabha where the ruling party, which is in a majority, “may or may not” accept the amendments. The government has proposed 40 amendments through the Finance Bill.



Of the five Opposition amendments, three were moved by Congress leader Digvijaya Singh and two by Sitaram Yechury of the Communist Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M). The amendments were adopted with a significant margin, with the difference of votes ranging between 27 and 34 votes. Trinamool Congress (TMC), which has 10 members, staged a walkout before the voting in the House,



where the ruling National Democratic Alliance (NDA) is in a minority. In the 245-member House, the BJP has 56 members while the NDA jointly has 74 members. While moving an amendment Mr. Singh said, “Section 132 [of the Income Tax Act] denies the right of the assessee to ask for an explanation on why he has been raided and searched. He is not allowed to know the reason. Who is the authority



SC bans registration of BS-III vehicles They submitted that they were saddled with a stockpile of 8.24 lakh BS-III compliant vehicles. The Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers (SIAM) had submitted data on the manufacturing and sale of BS-III vehicles on a monthly basis from January 2016 and told the court that the companies were holding stock of around 8.24 lakh such vehicles, including 96,000 commercial vehicles, over six lakh twowheelers and around 40,000 three-wheelers. The Centre too had favoured the prospect of selling the existent stock of BS-III vehicles. Solicitor General Ranjit Kumar had submitted that it was done twice before when fuel emission norms were upgraded to BS-II and BS-III, respectively. However, the court agreed with the arguments of its amicus curiae, who said that allowing their sale after April 1 would be a cause for “potential health



“We understand that Westinghouse continues to stand behind the delivery model that it presented in its Technical Commercial Offer to India, which included an Indian construction partner, and looks forward to progress on an agreement in 2017”, said the U.S. embassy statement, reiterating that the proposed AP1000 reactors would ensure clean water and energy to 60 million Indian citizens. In a visit to India, the company’s CEO Jose Gutierrez in February had assured that the agreement for the six nuclear reactors in Andhra Pradesh was planned for this year. He



had also assured that the chances of bankruptcy did not exist. The AP1000 reactors, however, have never been installed anywhere in the world though three of them have also been chosen by China. “Government of India and the utility [NPCIL] are committed to continue working with Westinghouse on this opportunity [for six reactors in Andhra Pradesh]. We expect that sometime this year – calendar year – we could materialise that opportunity,” Mr. Gutierrez had said in a media interview, indicating that bankruptcy was not on the cards.



Recover ₹97 cr from AAP, orders L-G The panel had received a complaint from Delhi Congress chief Ajay Maken, accusing the AAP government of “splurging public money” on advertisements. In its order issued in September last year, the committee had concluded that “the Government of NCT of Delhi has violated guidelines issued by the Supreme Court in six of the nine areas listed by the complainant.” It subsequently emerged that the Committee on Content Regulation of Government Advertising had forwarded the report to the Chief Secretary Delhi on September 16, 2016, for “necessary action.” This was followed by the committee directing the Delhi governCM YK



ment to assess the expenditure incurred by it on certain categories of advertisements and get it reimbursed from the political party concerned. Of the ₹97 crore incurred on advertisements by it, the government is understood to have already paid ₹42 crore and is yet to pay ₹55 crore to advertising agencies. Welcoming the decision, Mr. Maken said his “tireless 18 month battle in the Supreme Court and before the three-member committee has finally paid off ” as the amount recovered from the AAP can now be used for various welfare projects. A senior AAP functionary said the party would issue a statement “after discussion with senior leaders.”



empowered? It is down to the level of an assistant commissioner. The kind of corruption there is in the I-T department, this draconian provision should be deleted.” Mr. Yechury said, “Amendments to the Companies Act open the floodgates for political corruption of the highest order. There is no restriction on the amount of money companies can pay to political parties, nor do we know which political parties are the beneficiaries. It gives an opportunity for a large number of benami shell companies to be set up, to launder money...Already, we are facing the consequences of money power in distorting the democratic process.”



Jaitley defends Aadhaar Earlier, while replying to the debate, Finance Minister Arun Jaitley strongly defended the government’s endeavour to make Aadhaar compulsory for access to various benefits, saying it was necessary to check



frauds, including tax evasion. Mr. Jaitley told the House that the entire assessment and criticism of the Finance Bill was erroneous. He defended the move to bring charitable organisations under the purview of the I-T department. “A charitable institution takes land from the government, builds hospital on that land, gets an I-T exemption for running that hospital, gets exemption under the Customs Act for importing the equipments… Suddenly, one day, it converts itself into a company, starts charging lakhs of rupees from patients, and the corpus developed on the basis of charity turns into a capital… This is why it [the institution] should be surveyed by the I-T department,” Mr. Jaitley said. Responding to repeated questions from Congress members on why Aadhaar was being made mandatory for filing I-T returns, Mr. Jaitley asked why technology should not be utilised to bring in transparency.



NEW DELHI



Taking up the matter of farm distress in Tamil Nadu in the context of drought in the State, Opposition members in the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday demanded a waiver of crop loans. While offering no assurance of a crop loan waiver, the government said the coverage of crop insurance was being increased. Responding to the demands of crop loan waiver by Opposition parties, Commerce and Industry Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said, “The government is absolutely sensitive and seized of the matter.” She said Finance Minister Arun Jaitley, Agriculture Minister Radhamohan Singh and Water Resources Minister Uma Bharti had met teams from Tamil Nadu on the distress faced by the farmers in the State. Ms. Sitharaman said ₹1,000 crore had been released to Tamil Nadu for disaster management. (With inputs from PTI)



BS-IV engines can cut emissions drastically



hazard” for millions of people. The court had pointed out that the new fuel was “cleaner” and the oil refineries had spent about ₹30,000 crore since 2010 to produce it. The amicus argued that though the number of the existing stock was 8.24 lakh – miniscule compared to over 19 crore BS-III vehicles already plying on the roads – the “health of the people is far, far more important than the commercial interests of the manufacturers or the loss that they are likely to suffer in respect of the socalled small number of such vehicles.” The court asked why manufacturers decided to sit back and not take proactive steps despite knowing way back in 2010 that BS-IV norms would kick in by April 2017. So, it was entirely at their own cost and peril that some manufacturers refused to switch over to BS-IV despite having the technology and technical knowhow to do so.



Westinghouse iles for bankruptcy



Oppn. seeks loan waiver for farmers



BS-III vehicles with mechanical fuel pumps use fuel less aptly Jacob Koshy NEW DELHI



Passenger vehicles compliant with Bharat Stage-III emission norms vary widely from their Bharat Stage-IV compliant engines, depending on the size of the car and whether they are petrol or diesel versions. On the outside, the differences are indistinguishable. However they differ in the electronics, sensor system, the engine’s ability to process low-sulphur fuel and their “after-exhaust” system that determines emissions. The Hindu spoke to experts from multiple car companies, who said that most passenger cars today were designed to comply with BSIV emission standards. However, many heavy commercial vehicles, if they had BSIII built engines, employed a mechanical fuel pump and



Surya Namaskar akin to namaz: Adityanath Press Trust of India Lucknow



Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Wednesday said ‘Surya Namaskar’ was similar to namaz (prayers) offered by Muslims and those opposing the yogic exercise wanted to divide the society on religious lines. Mr. Adityanath, who had in the past lashed out at a section of Muslims for terming the practice of ‘surya namaskar’ as un-Islamic, said the sun salutation was a beautiful example of religious harmony. “The namaz offered by Muslims resembles different postures and asanas of ‘surya namaskar’, including



Sulphur content BS-IV engines also require that the sulphur content of the fuel they use be less than 50 part per million (ppm) whereas BS-III ones can run on 350 ppm fuel. “You cannot retrofit these engines as



RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat rules himself out of the Presidential race New Delhi



pranayam. What a beautiful example of harmony (between two religions). But some ‘bhogis’ who do not believe in yoga, indulged in dividing the society on lines of caste, creed, religion,” he said.



used fuel less efficiently. This in turn influenced subsequent emissions of nitrous oxide, carbon monoxide and particulate matter.



BJP to discuss Pranab’s successor Nistula Hebbar



Yogi Adityanath



Keeping a check: SC ordered a freeze on the registration and sale of BS-III vehicles.



high sulphur can clog the injectors,” said an expert from a prominent car manufacturer on condition of anonymity. “The passenger cars are not a problem, it’s the heavy vehicles and twowheelers,” he said. The Centre for Science and Environment said that the transition can lead to substantial reductions in particulate matter emissions. For instance, from new trucks, the emissions can dip by 80% and from cars by half. Dipankar Saha, who heads the Air Quality Division, Central Pollution Control Board, said that a major benefit in the city’s air was unlikely. “There may be more efficient cars around but the growth in cars continues to be high and that will not improve the air quality,” he said.



Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh chief Mohan Bhagwat on Wednesday dismissed suggestions put forward by NDA ally Shiv Sena that he be the next President, but that has focussed attention on just who could be the next First Citizen of the country. Mr. Bhagwat said in Nagpur that there was no question of him being the NDA Presidential candidate. “Some news channels have reported that I am in the race [for the post of the President]. It’s not going to happen,” said the RSS chief. Sources in the BJP say that



the party’s national executive meet in Bhubaneswar will see some aspects of this debated in pull-aside meetings. “The fact is that this issue has not been discussed at very senior levels at the party. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has pretty much kept his own counsel on the matter. We are anticipating that he will share some of his ideas on this when we are in Bhubaneswar in the middle of April,” said a general secretary of the party. The BJP’s national executive is to be held in Odisha’s capital on April 15-16. While the Prime Minister



has not shared his list with anyone yet, sources say that names of several contenders have found favour with various quarters of the Sangh Parivar. These include former HRD Minister Murli Manohar Joshi, former deputy Prime Minister L.K. Advani and even External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj.



V-P election Surprise names making the rounds also include Jharkhand Governor Draupadi Murmu and his Maharashtra counterpart Ch. Vidyasagar Rao, and for the post of Vice-President, the



only UPA- era Governor having survived the NDA regime, S.C. Jamir, is in the reckoning, and his election may send a strong message to the northeastern States. “The thing to remember is that the ruling party is quite close to the numbers to get the President of its choice elected. The whole question is of political messaging. Whether to choose a woman president, if so, whether a tribal woman or not, or a president with an unimpeachable RSS background. The ruling party also wants bipartisan support for its choice,” said the source. (Inputs from Pavan Dahat)



Leaders sold ticket, Two charge sheets iled in IS say BSP workers module secret meeting case



VRS up 400% in Central police forces



Party supporters raise slogans



Special Correspondent



Staff Reporter MEERUT



The first review meeting of the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) in Meerut after its disastrous performance in the State Assembly election saw furore, protests and fighting by local workers. Protesting BSP workers accused senior party leaders like Naseemuddin Siddiqui and Athar Singh Rao of selling ticket and fielding weak candidates. Naseemuddin Siddiqui, who was party in-charge for the Meerut division, was in Meerut on Tuesday to chair a meeting to review the party’s performance in Meerut and in other dis-



tricts in its vicinity. The party failed to win even a single seat in the Meerut division. The moment Mr. Siddiqui rose to speak, party workers started raising slogans against him and other party leaders. He kept his speech to a minimum and left the venue immediately. As he left, party workers burnt his effigy and that of western U.P. coordinator Athar Singh Rao. Some accused Mr. Rao of taking money for arranging a meeting with party supremo Mayawati. This was not the first time senior party leaders have faced the wrath of party workers over the BSP’s disastrous performance in the Assembly polls.



NIA arraigns eight persons from Kerala, Tamil Nadu Staff Reporter KOCHI



The Kochi unit of the National Investigation Agency (NIA) on Wednesday filed two charge sheets before the NIA special court here against eight persons from Kerala and Tamil Nadu in the case over a secret meeting by the Kerala-based IS module at Kanakamala in Kannur (Omar Al-Hindi IS module case). The first charge sheet has arraigned seven persons, identified as Manseed Mehmood, 30, of Kannur; Swalih Mohammed, 26 of Thrissur, Rashid Ali, 24 of Coimbatore, Ramshad N.K., 24, of Kozhikode, Safvan P., 30 of Malappuram, Jasim



N.K., 25 of Kozhikode and Shajeer Mangalassery, 35 of Kozhikode. Except for Shajeer Mangalassery, who migrated to Afghanistan to join the IS in June last, all the remaining accused are under judicial custody. The seven persons have been booked for offences under IPC Sections 120 B, 121, 122 and 125, in addition to Sections 17, 18, 18B, 20, 38, 39 and 40 of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act.



Separate charge sheet Meanwhile, a separate charge sheet has been filed against Subahani Haja Moideen of Tirunelveli in Tamil Nadu, who had left India between April and



September in 2015 to join the IS in Iraq and waged war. After returning to India, he attempted to procure explosives and precursor chemicals for waging war against the country. “Members of the module, within and outside India, used online social media platforms like Facebook and, predominantly, Telegram, in which various secret groups were formed for conspiring and planning the terrorist attacks. “The accused persons had tried to radicalise and recruit their friends or associates into the module and had also collected funds for the terrorist organisation,” the agency said.



NEW DELHI



The number of Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF) personnel who chose the voluntary retirement scheme (VRS) has jumped to over 400% in 2016-17 as compared to the previous year, the government informed the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday. Minister of State for Home Kiren Rijiju, in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha, however, said these resignations were essentially a “personal choice”. Up-to-date data provided by the Minister stated that 2016-17 saw the maximum of 9,065 personnel going for VRS in the last three years from forces like the CRPF and the BSF. A ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



INTERVIEW | SACHIN TENDULKAR



Maestro’s second innings The cricketing legend on an Andhra Pradesh village he adopted and more



Defence MoU during Hasina’s Delhi visit



Raghuvir Srinivasan



Beleaguered Sena MP takes a car to Delhi OSMANABAD



Shiv Sena MP Ravindra Gaikwad, barred by all major domestic airlines for assaulting an Air India duty manager, has chosen to travel by road to Delhi to attend the Parliament session. “Gaikwad will reach Delhi by car on Wednesday, but will not attend the day’s proceedings of the Lok Sabha,” sources close to him said. However, he will attend Thursday’s session if his party leadership allows him to do so, the sources said. PTI



Temple comes under attack in Manipur A temple along the ManipurMyanmar border was attacked by unknown miscreants on Wednesday. This is the second attack on a Hindu temple in the northeast region in the last few days. A Nepali temple was attacked on Sunday. What is causing concern to Intelligence officials is that the attacks have close on the heels of the arrest of two Islamic terror suspects, both hailing from Tamil Nadu, near the international border two weeks ago.



New I-T returns form for the salaried NEW DELHI



A “simpler” income tax form with fewer columns will be introduced for salaried individuals on April 1. Some of the columns for claiming income deductions have been clubbed in the ITR-1 form called Sahaj. “Columns that will remain include those for claiming deductions under Sections 80C and 80D (health insurance). Those who want to show deductions under other heads can do so by selecting an option,” an official said. E-filing too may be enabled from April 1. PTI



Bangladesh suggests that China be called for Teesta talks



CHENNAI



The dry and dusty village of Puttamraju Kandriga, near Gudur, in Andhra Pradesh, shot to fame two years ago when cricketer-turned-MP Sachin Tendulkar adopted it under the Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana. Grand plans to develop the village’s infrastructure were being laid when The Hindu visited the place then. We went back to the village last week and could barely recognise the place. It is now a model village with facilities that will be the envy of any city. Even interior lanes have been concreted, every house has been connected to a drinking water pipeline and sewage grid, and the village is not just open defecation-free but is also rid of alcohol addiction. In an e-mail interview, Mr. Tendulkar speaks of his hopes till his Rajya Sabha term ends next year, and beyond. Puttamraju Kandriga is now a well-developed village. What is your next project as MP?



I have adopted Donja in Osmanabad, Maharashtra, after the successful completion of the first phase of development in Puttamraju Kandriga near Nellore, while the second phase of works have begun in the other two habitations in the Nernuru Panchayat. The projects at Donja include a new school, a water supply scheme, concrete roads and sewage lines. The villagers have welcomed the message of Swachh Bharat and they have promised to build and use toilets. I hope this transformation of both Puttamraju Kandriga and Donja motivates other villages to follow this model of development, as I am confident the people will embrace the changes being made to their lives. What more do you plan to do for the village in terms of enabling livelihoods before your tenure as MP ends next year?



We have already deployed one of our brand partners at Puttamraju Kandriga to enable anyone who wishes to be trained on computers to be provided free computer coaching, and we also have



started classes in stitching and sewing. The other livelihood initiative is vermi-compost, which I believe is taking shape slowly. Along with the district administration, we have ensured two job fairs in our village, which was otherwise scheduled at Gudur. In this way, we are trying to change the role of a village and its infrastructure into a hub of activity for the nearby region. We are seeing slow changes and we hope the villagers will support all these initiatives and use all this to make themselves self-reliant. The Nellore district administration has done a commendable job to constantly find avenues of work for the villagers but are facing hurdles due to certain prevailing mindsets, characteristic of many villages in India but both our teams will continue trying as long as we possibly can, even beyond my tenure. We will certainly find some way to assist in my personal capacity as and when possible for the village after my term but I sincerely hope after all our collective effort, this is a village that does not need any help and will become a shining example for the rest of the country in self-reliance and self-sustainability. My vision for the two villages that is that they witness an overall development and



Suhasini Haidar DHAKA



Inspirational igure: Children walk past a mural of Sachin Tendulkar on the wall of the village playground at Puttamraju Kandriga, near Gudur, in Andhra Pradesh. BIJOY GHOSH *



vision is overall < > My development, not just a physical transformation not just a physical transformation. The people living in these villages are the custodians of facilities developed and they understand that well. I continue to closely monitor the progress of the village transformation with my team and provide my inputs to the Nellore Collector's office. What were your thoughts when you visited the village in November 2016?



I was overwhelmed by the love I got from the people at Puttamraju Kandriga, especially when I visited after two years. The village, which is seeing a complete transformation, is on its way to become an Adarsh village as per the vision of the Hon’ble PM [Prime Minister] Shri [Narendra] Modi. I am really happy with the efforts of the Collector’s office, village leadership and local stakeholders who have worked tirelessly with the villagers in completing the first phase of development, and looking forward to second phase



completion in the next few months. It is a wonderful village and I was pleased to see how aspirations in the village have increased and they maintain the village with great enthusiasm. Between your tremendous achievements in cricket and improving the lives of hundreds of poor people, which gives you more satisfaction?



I have received unconditional love and support from people across the country during the 24 years on the cricket field. My second innings is about giving back in some way and I am trying my best to do that in whatever small way possible. It is an opportunity to touch people’s lives and make a difference in many different ways. It has also been a phase of learning for me as I come to understand the different aspects of life beyond the cricket field. I am thoroughly enjoying this phase of my life as much as my playing career and I cannot choose one over the other. Each has its place in my life and has taught me very different things about our great country and its people.



India and Bangladesh will sign a “document” on defence cooperation during Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s visit to New Delhi on April 8, her senior adviser, H.T. Imam, said here on Wednesday. The comments were the first official confirmation that the agreement, which has faced some opposition in Bangladesh, has been finalised, even as several officials said they still hoped for a “breakthrough” on the Teesta water sharing agreement, with Mr. Imam suggesting China be included in the talks. However, the defence agreement would not amount to a treaty or a defence pact “in the traditional sense” that India has been keen on, but more on the lines of a memorandum of understanding (MoU) for a fixed time period. “It would be more about defence cooperation, which, as a matter of fact, we have been doing for some time,” Mr. Imam told presspersons. Asked for further details of the defence agreement, he said, “If there are threats to the security of India or Bangladesh, then naturally we will cooperate with each other.” However, he declined to comment on whether joint defence production would be part of it, or how much maritime cooperation it would involve, stressing that much of the collaboration would deal with “information, advice and counter-insurgency expertise on terror”. Mr. Imam’s comments came after months of speculation, ever since the then Defence Minister, Manohar Parrikar, visited Dhaka in



H.T. Imam December 2016, and is understood to have pitched for the cooperation document. With details of the bigticket announcement still being wrapped up, Mr. Imam said the visit of Army Chief General Bipin Rawat to Dhaka on March 31 would be significant. Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh Harsh Shringla is in Delhi, fine-tuning the more than 40 agreements expected to be announced during Ms. Hasina’s four-day visit to Delhi from April 7.



‘A dangerous venture’ In the past few weeks, the Opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) of former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia has stepped up its campaign against the announcement of a defence treaty, alleging that it would turn Bangladesh’s defence system into an “extension of India’s”. “Signing any defence deal or Memorandum of Understanding with India will be a dangerous venture for Bangladesh. India wants to sell its military hardware and arms to us for 25 years,” BNP general secretary Ruhul Rizvi said, a charge Mr. Imam rejected. Opposition parties as well as most Bangladeshi newspapers have been pressing for



some movement on the Teesta issue, which has been stalled by West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee’s objections. “I wonder if we can approach the upper riparian region of Teesta and Brahmaputra … that is China. China should also be brought into the picture and we should speak with them,” Mr. Imam said, clarifying that this was his “personal opinion only” that had yet to be raised with India. He conceded, however, that India’s traditional policy was to discuss all such issues bilaterally and not in such a trilateral format.



Bringing Mamata in With no movement on Teesta talks so far, the Bangladesh government had pinned its hopes on a possible meeting between Sheikh Hasina and Ms. Banerjee during the PM’s stay at the Rashtrapati Bhavan. “I think it is significant that PM Hasina will be staying at Rashtrapati Bhavan and I know personally that Ms. Banerjee’s relations with the President of India are very cordial,” Mr. Imam replied to a question from The Hindu about why the government is hopeful. Indian officials remained cautious on the issue, however, adding that an agreement on Teesta was “off the table” for now. “There will be a lot of deliverables on both sides,” an MEA official who did not wish to be identified said, adding, “Whether Teesta is there or not, the visit itself is significant.” (The reporter travelled to Dhaka as part of a media team hosted by Bangladesh ahead of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s visit)



Talks on with Sri Lanka: Lanba Navy chief says Indian ishermen are crossing maritime boundaries are there for indigenisation, we are there for ‘Make in India’,” he said.



Staff Reporter VELLORE



The Navy has been tracking and monitoring Chinese submarines in the Indian Ocean, the Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Sunil Lanba, said here on Wednesday. At a press conference after a programme to mark the decommissioning of the Tu-142M long-range maritime patrol aircraft after 29 years of service and the silver jubilee of INS Rajali at the naval air station in Arakkonam on Wednesday, he said the Chinese had been deploying submarines in the Indian Ocean since 2013.



Crossing the boundary On fishermen coming into conflict with Sri Lanka, he said, “Indian fishermen have been crossing maritime boundary, going and fishing in Sri Lankan waters. A dialogue is going on and there was a meeting between fishing associations of Sri Lanka and Tamil Nadu.” Admiral Lanba said the Tu-142M had “extensively flown in the airspace around Sri Lanka when the island nation was fighting the



In memory: Navy chief Sunil Lanba inaugurating a Tu-142M static display aircraft at INS Rajali in Arakkonam on Wednesday. C. VENKATACHALAPATHY *



LTTE”. He recollected the crucial role played by the squadron in Operation Cactus in the Maldives, when fleeing mercenaries were detected and tracked till they were apprehended by Indian warships. On coastal security, he said that after the November 26 terrorist attacks in Mumbai, the Navy was made overall in-charge of maritime security. “We have worked together with the Coast Guard and also coastal State governments and a whole lot



of other agencies, such as the marine police and the Department of Fisheries, to ensure that our coasts are safe,” he said. Admiral Lanba said the Navy was a pioneer in indigenisation. It started building ships in India in the early 1960s, and had built over 200 ships in Indian shipyards. “We have worked along with Defence Research and Development Organisation in developing many products for the Navy. We



LCA issue He said the Navy was the first to support the Aeronautical Development Agency and the DRDO in developing the light combat aircraft (LCA). “We are committed to an Indian fighter aircraft that can operate from an aircraft carrier. The LCA Mk1 does not meet our requirements to be a carrier-based fighter aircraft. It does not have the correct power-to-thrust ratio,” he said. Asked if there were plans to bring in more women in the Navy, he said, “We have close to 500 women officers in the Navy. They are in certain branches, and have now started flying in patrol aircraft. We are examining the issue of them serving on ships.” The Navy de-inducted eight TU 142M aircrafts, popularly known as “Albatross” and has already inducted eight Boeing P-8I aircrafts. It is in the process of inducting four more P-8I aircrafts.



Data jugglery over arms purchases? Figures before Parliament show 62% domestic spending, despite huge imports Josy Joseph NEW DELHI



India has been the world’s largest importer of arms in recent years, with a majority of its weapon systems imported, reliable estimates show. But official data contradict the hard statistics that capture those realities. The Defence Ministry says that in the past two financial years, India has spent a lion’s share of its capital expenditure on procurement from Indian vendors. In a statement in Parliament on Tuesday, Union Minister of State for Defence Subhash Bhamre said that in 2015-16, of the total capital expenditure of ₹62,341.86 crore for procurement, ₹39,149.64 crore was spent CM YK



on purchases from Indian vendors and ₹23,192.22 crore from foreign vendors. The number shows that over 62% of the capital expenditure is spent in India.



Doesn’t add up In 2014-15, of the ₹65,583.77 crore expenditure, Indian vendors got ₹39,598.91 crore and foreign ones ₹25,984.86 crore. The figures go against the oft-repeated figure of India importing about 65% of its military requirements. The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute says India is the largest importer of military equipment in the world, accounting for 13% of the total global arms imports between 2012



and 2016. It is more than both China and Pakistan’s. The report points out that India increased its arms imports by 43% between 200711 and 2012-16. “Nothing much has changed,” a senior official dealing with procurements said, when asked about the figures showing that most of Indian military purchases are from within India. “It does not capture the full picture,” he said.



Foreign components Another official pointed out that Parliament’s figures may not reflect the foreign exchange spent by Indian suppliers, such as defence public sector units. Many of the military procurements from



the units and even private vendors often have a significant amount of foreign components. There are several equipment on which the foreign exchange spending might be accounted as Indian spending, he said. Among them, possibly, are the imports of parts for the indigenously made Tejas fighter aircraft and the BrahMos missiles. In 2014, when Arun Jatiley was holding the Defence portfolio, he told Parliament that over between 2010-11 and 2012-13, 69% of the total capital and revenue requirements of the Services were met through indigenous procurements. That again was mere statistical jugglery. A ND-ND
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ELSEWHERE



Nasheed vows to keep up pressure on govt.



Brexit spotlight turns to talks between U.K. and EU Prime Minister Theresa May is conident of reaching a deal in two years and promises a ‘smooth and orderly’ exit Vidya Ram



COLOMBO



London



Exiled Maldives Opposition leader Mohamed Nasheed vowed on Wednesday to keep up the pressure on the government after it deployed troops to remove his MPs from Parliament. A vote of no conidence ended in defeat on Monday when soldiers took away 13 Opposition MPs and the rest walked out. AFP



With events now set in motion to take Britain out of the European Union (EU), the spotlight will fall on the negotiating process, the terms agreed, and the ways in which the country will build its post-EU future. While Prime Minister Theresa May has insisted that the government aims to deliver a “smooth and orderly Brexit” and reach an agreement within two years, many remain sceptical. They point to the seven years the EU and Canada took to reach a free trade deal. The EU has indicated in the past that a deal would have to be agreed within 18 months to give enough time for all the relevant bodies and national Parliaments to get on board. In the past, Ms. May had indicated that Britain would prefer to leave the EU with no deal rather than a bad deal, though critics have pointed to a past analysis by the Treasury department that leaving the union on World Trade Organization’s terms (in the absence of a deal within the two-year timetable) could knock as much as 7.5% off GDP. In her letter to Donald Tusk, president of the European Council, Ms. May emphasised her eagerness to get the deal. “We must therefore work hard to avoid this outcome,” she wrote. “The Commission’s approach will be detailed, painstaking and businesslike… Britain’s priority should not be the divorce bill but the future trade deal,” said Lord Peter Mandelson, a former EU trade commissioner and chair at Global Counsel. “The government should seek to secure a trade deal with the EU that ensures reciprocal market access and is as close as possible to our ex-



Case against H-1B lottery system dismissed WASHINGTON



A U.S. district court last week dismissed a lawsuit that challenged the lottery system for determining successful applicants for H-1B . The ruling by a federal judge in Oregon means that there will be no change in the H-1B visa issuance process for the iscal 2018 which begins on April 3. PTI



150 migrants feared dead after boat sinks ROME



A rubber boat packed with migrants sank in the Mediterranean and the presumed sole survivor told rescuers he believed all other passengers drowned, the International Migration Organization (IOM) said on Wednesday. “He said that everyone else died. But there’s some hope that the Italian Coast Guard picked up others,” said IOM spokesman Flavio Di Giacomo. Reuters



Pakistan court stops extradition of U.S. citizen ISLAMABAD



A Pakistani court has temporarily barred the extradition of Talha Haroon (19) a U.S. citizen of Pakistani origin accused of planning a terrorist attack in New York, a lawyer said on Wednesday. Justice Shaukat Aziz Siddiqui of Islamabad High Court suspended the extradition order against Haroon, who is jailed in Rawalpindi. AFP



China to fund local elections in Nepal Madhesi groups protest against move Kallol Bhattacherjee



A protester wearing an EU lag in London. GETTY IMAGES *



isting arrangements,” said Mark Boleat, the policy chairman of the City of London Corporation, adding that a transitional deal was needed early in the negotiations to provide businesses with clarity and reassurance.



Right to remain The government will also face a battle going forward over issues such as the right to remain of EU citizens already in the U.K. In her letter to Mr. Tusk, Ms. May called for Britain and Europe to strike an “early agreement” on the rights of EU citizens in Britain, and U.K. citizens across Europe. There will also be a domestic battle over what EU laws Britain chooses to apply to itself once it leaves the union, as well as other policy changes it will bring in to further the trade deals it hopes to make outside the EU. On Wednesday, Jeremy Corbyn, leader of the Labour Party, called on the Prime Minister to “listen, consult and represent” the whole country, accusing the government of wanting to change it to a “tax dodgers’ paradise”. “Labour will not give this government a freehand,” he said. Ms. May said she would “represent every person in the whole United Kingdom” to create a “fairer… truly Global Britain that gets out and builds relationships with



Won’t protect those found guilty of murder, says Sirisena President reassures military, turns up heat on Rajapaksas Meera Srinivasan



In an unprecedented move, China has extended financial support to Nepal for holding local-level elections, drawing criticism from the Madhesi agitators. Chinese President Xi Jinping said, following his Tuesday meeting with Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ in Beijing, that China would grant 136 million Nepali rupees for the elections. This will be the first time that Nepal will hold local polls since the return of democracy a decade ago. Madhesi protesters accused Beijing of fanning divisive undercurrents in Nepal. “There cannot be elections in Nepal without amendments and with money, China is fanning chances of conflicts in Nepal,” said Rajendra Mahato of the Madhesi Morcha. The announcement came at the last day of Prachanda’s China visit during which he participated in the



Colombo



Nepali Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’. REUTERS *



Boao Forum in Hainan and held bilateral talks with the Chinese government in Beijing. During his discussion with Mr. Xi, the Nepali leader also gave assurances for Nepal’s participation in the One Belt One Road (OBOR) initiative. However, the Madhesi Morcha said that Nepal’s democratic aspirations can not be sacrificed for economic development and connectivity. “China is supporting a wrong move by the government of Nepal by extending financial help to hold these elections,” Mr. Mahato said.



In a thinly-veiled reference to Sri Lanka’s former first family — allegedly linked to the murder of a journalist and a rugby star — President Maithripala Sirisena said he would not protect “those who are guilty of killing media persons or sportsmen”. He was speaking at a defence services school in Kurunegala, 100 km north-east of Colombo, and former President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s electoral district. While assuring soldiers that he would take “fullest responsibility on behalf of war heroes”, Mr. Sirisena said he was unable to protect those found guilty of acts that were not connected to national security. He made the remarks even as investigation agencies probe the 2009 murder of well-known editor Lasantha Wickrematunge. Earlier this month, Sri Lanka’s Criminal Investigations Department (CID) told



Indian engineer killed, wife injured in hit-and-run in U.S. Driver arrested, faces a number of preliminary charges Press Trust of India Washington



Anshul Sharma and his wife Samira Bharadwaj FACEBOOK *



Driver in county jail Michael Demaio (36), the driver, has been arrested and is now in a county jail. He faces a number of preliminary charges, including failure to stop after an accident resulting in death, causing CM YK



Woman rams police car near Capitol, held



EU, China rally around Paris deal



‘Incident appears unrelated to terrorism’



Reuters



Agence France-Presse



New Delhi



Anshul Sharma (30), an Indian engineer, was killed on Sunday and his wife Samira Bharadwaj (28) critically injured when an intoxicated mini-van driver hit them in a hit-and-run accident in the U.S. city of Columbus. The two were walking in a buffered bike lane when the driver hit them from behind.



old friends and new allies around the world.” The triggering of Brexit has also brought to the fore questions about the future of the countries that make up the U.K. In a heated ‘Prime Minister’s Questions’ just before Ms. May’s historic announcement, she battled questions on pledges made earlier to consult with members of the devolved governments on the terms of Brexit talks. Ms. May shot back, telling that she had always been clear that the negotiations would be conducted on behalf of a united nation, and that now was not the time for questioning the nation’s unity. However, the issue is unlikely to go away following Tuesday’s vote by the Scottish Parliament to back calls for a second referendum on independence. In her letter to Mr. Tusk, Ms. May said the government expected that the Brexit process would result in “a significant increase in the decision-making power of each devolved administration”. She added that the government would be looking to avoid a hard border between the Republic of Ireland (an EU member state) and Northern Ireland (part of the U.K.). “We can choose to say the task ahead is too great. We can choose to turn our face to the past and believe it can’t be done. Or we can look forward with optimism and hope — and to believe in the enduring power of the British spirit,” said Mrs May. The biggest challenge may now prove to be uniting the country, with many in the Remain and Leave camps entrenched in their views about the future and each other. However, according to recent polling by YouGov, only 21% of people want to see the result of the referendum overturned or ignored.



injury and operating while being intoxicated, the Republica newspaper said. Mr. Sharma was pronounced dead at the scene, Bartholomew County Coroner Clayton Nolting said,



who listed the death as homicide. His wife continues to be listed in critical condition at Indiana University Health Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis, the report said. Demaio “failed several field sobriety exercises”, the police said. The mini-van was found with substantial damage to its hood and a cracked windshield. A spokeswoman of Cummins, a diesel engine manufacturer in Columbus, where Mr. Sharma worked as an engineer, said the company was in constant communication with the Sharma family and providing support in efforts to return his body to India.



Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena.



*



AFP



a magistrate court here that “top-secret death squads” linked to the defence establishment of the previous government had targeted dissident journalists. As many as 17 journalists and media workers were killed during Mr. Rajapaksa’s 10-year rule.



Rugby star’s death In February, the CID questioned two high-ranking Army officials from ex-leader Rajapaksa’s security detail, about the suspicious death of rugby star Wasim



Thajudeen. When the national team player’s charred body was found inside a car in 2012, police recorded it as an accident. In August 2015, his body was exhumed after the case was reopened as a murder investigation. Ministers have in the past linked the former President’s two sons, Namal and Yositha, to the murder. Both cases were among those reopened after President Sirisena came to power in January 2015, ousting his former boss Mr. Rajapaksa. Though in Opposition now, Rajapaksa remains popular among the country’s armed forces. The military is a core constituency for Sinhalese politicians, who defend their impunity from probes into war crimes. President Sirisena’s reassurance to the military comes a week after the UN Human Rights Council adopted a resolution in Geneva, granting Sri Lanka two more years to deliver on reconciliation and accountability.



Washington



A woman was arrested on Wednesday near the U.S. Capitol after driving into a police vehicle and narrowly missing several officers on foot, but police said the incident appears unrelated to terrorism. Capitol Police communications director Eva Malecki told reporters that officers had “observed an erratic and aggressive driver” in the area, and attempted to stop the vehicle. “The driver negotiated a U-turn and fled the scene, nearly striking officers and striking at least one other vehicle,” Ms. Malecki said. “A brief pursuit followed until the vehicle was stopped.”



Near Capitol complex Police fired shots during the incident, which occurred just a block from the Capitol complex, but no one was injured and the suspect was taken into custody. “This incident appears to be criminal in nature with



no nexus to terrorism,” Ms. Malecki said, adding that the Capitol complex remains open to the public. The Metropolitan Police Department earlier said the driver had apparently struck a police cruiser and tried running over several other officers. The incident occurred in the 100 block of Independence Avenue, just steps from the Rayburn House Office Building, where several members of Congress have their offices. During fair weather, lawmakers often walk outside and cross Independence Avenue from the Rayburn building as they head to the Capitol, and the area on the corner of the Washington Mall is often crowded with tourists. The Senate and House of Representatives entered into session just minutes after the alleged attack. The incident occurred one week after an assault in London near Parliament that left four people dead and 50 wounded.



Dylan to receive Nobel this weekend However, he will give the lecture only in a taped format, at a later date Agence France-Presse Stockholm



Music icon Bob Dylan will finally receive his Nobel Literature Prize this weekend at a meeting with the Swedish Academy in Stockholm, it announced on Wednesday. But no media will be allowed to cover the meeting, and the famously-reclusive Dylan will only give a lecture required of him in a taped version at a later date.



Diploma and medal The 75-year-old kept silent for weeks after he was announced as the Nobel literature laureate in October, and snubbed a ceremony in December to receive the prize. “The good news is that the Swedish Academy and Bob Dylan have decided to



Reclusive icon: Bob Dylan sings and plays the guitar at a festival in Hampshire, England, in 1978. GETTY IMAGES *



meet this weekend,” Sara Danius, permanent secretary of the Academy, wrote in a blog post. “The Academy will then hand over Dylan’s Nobel diploma and the Nobel medal,



and congratulate him on the Nobel Prize in Literature.” She added: “The setting will be small and intimate, and no media will be present; only Bob Dylan and members of the Academy



will attend, all according to Dylan’s wishes.” Mr. Dylan is set to perform concerts on Saturday and Sunday in Stockholm, the first stop on his European tour. But Mr. Dylan will not hold the traditional Nobel lecture during the meeting, she said. Because the lecture is the only requirement to receive the eight million kronor ($870,000) that comes with the prize, Mr. Dylan will not be handed the money during his Stockholm visit, even though he will collect the Nobel diploma and medal. “The Academy has reason to believe that a taped version will be sent at a later point,” Ms. Danius said, without specifying an exact date.



BEIJING/Oslo



Nations led by China and the European Union rallied around a global plan to slow climate change on Wednesday after U.S. President Donald Trump began undoing Obama-era plans for deep cuts in U.S. greenhouse gas emissions. Mr. Trump’s order on Tuesday, keeping a campaign promise to bolster the U.S. coal industry, strikes at the heart of an international Paris Agreement in 2015 to curb world temperatures that hit record highs in 2016 for the third year in a row. Many nations reacted to Mr. Trump’s plan with dismay and defiance, saying a vast investment shift from fossil fuels to clean energy such as wind and solar power is under way with benefits ranging from less air pollution to more jobs. Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Lu Kang, whose government cooperated closely with former U.S. President Barack Obama's administration on climate change, said all countries should “move with the times”. “No matter how other countries’ policies on climate change, as a responsible large developing country China’s resolve, aims and policy moves in dealing with climate change will not change,” he said.



Jobs from clean energy European Climate Commissioner Miguel Arias Canete said: “We see the Paris Agreement and the transition to a modern, more innovative economy as the growth engine of job creation, investment opportunities and economic prosperity.” German Environment Minister Barbara Hendricks warned Washington it could lose out. “A shift into “reverse [gear] now will only hurt themselves in terms of international competitiveness,” she told the Sueddeutsche Zeitung daily. A ND-ND
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market watch 29-03-2017



% CHANGE



Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 29,531 ddddddddddddddd0.41 US Dollar dddddddddddddddddddd 64.91 ddddddddddddddd0.19 Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,550 ddddddddddddddd0.68 Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 52.03 ddddddddddddddd0.59



SEBI eyes one registration for equity, commodities brokers



Special Correspondent CHENNAI



NIFTY 50 PRICE CHANGE



ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1423.35. . . . . . . . . 6.15 Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 321.00. . . . . . . . . 0.15 Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 230.65. . . . . . . . . 2.30 Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1068.10. . . . . . . 10.25 Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 670.25. . . . . . . . -8.75 Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 504.20. . . . . . . . . 1.40 Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2831.10. . . . . . . . . 6.25 Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 173.50. . . . . . . . -0.40 Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 344.85. . . . . . . . . 4.10 BHEL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167.85. . . . . . . . -0.70 Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22916.30. . . . . . -70.00 BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 643.10. . . . . . . . -2.85 Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 593.15. . . . . . . . -1.00 Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 294.10. . . . . . . . . 3.75 Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2633.65. . . . . . . . -4.10 Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 25056.10. . . . . 158.35 GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 373.45. . . . . . . . -1.35 Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1057.95. . . . . . . . -7.75 HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 877.60. . . . . . . 17.70 HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1522.05. . . . . . . 17.95 HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1428.60. . . . . . . . . 8.40 Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3224.40. . . -102.50 Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 192.25. . . . . . . . . 2.65 Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 912.55. . . . . . . . . 9.45 ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 282.20. . . . . . . . . 5.20 Idea Cellular . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 88.90. . . . . . . . . 0.40 IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1398.30. . . . . . . . -5.95 Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 336.85. . . . . . . 18.20 Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1031.85. . . . . . . . -3.30 ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 283.20. . . . . . . . . 2.70 Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 857.60. . . . . . . . -1.85 L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1556.55. . . . . . . 12.30 Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1454.35. . . . . . . . -1.35 M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1270.65. . . . . . . . -6.35 Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 5944.15. . . . . . -30.10 NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163.95. . . . . . . . -0.95 ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 186.95. . . . . . . . . 0.05 PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 196.85. . . . . . . . . 0.15 Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1256.65. . . . . . . 10.90 State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 288.45. . . . . . . . . 6.35 Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 687.65. . . . . . -10.95 Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 469.05. . . . . . . . -3.35 Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 283.75. . . . . . . . -1.90 Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90.00. . . . . . . . . 1.20 Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 484.40. . . . . . . . . 4.20 TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2444.60. . . . . . . 14.65 Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 458.25. . . . . . . . . 2.55 UltraTech Cement . .. . . . 3999.35. . . . . . . 12.05 Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 512.25. . . . . . . . . 4.70 YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1544.95. . . . . . . 10.10 Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 530.95. . . . . . . . . 0.60



EXCHANGE RATES Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4 p.m. on March 29 CURRENCY



TI targets millennials with ‘Brooks’



TT BUY



TT SELL



US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 64.70. . . . . . . 65.02 Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 69.76. . . . . . . 70.11 British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 80.66. . . . . . . 81.07 Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 58.33. . . . . . . 58.63 Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.39. . . . . . . . . 9.44 Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 65.02. . . . . . . 65.34 Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 46.37. . . . . . . 46.62 Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . .. . 48.40. . . . . . . 48.64 Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 14.64. . . . . . . 14.72 Source:Indian Bank



BULLION RATES



CHENNAI



March 29 rates in rupees with previous rates in parentheses Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 45.20. . . . . (45.20) 22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,769. . . . . (2,781)



BA lies Dreamliner to Mumbai



Regulator set to approve in April a plan for brokerages present in both segments ASHISH RUKHAIYAR MUMBAI



The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) will soon approve a single registration mechanism for brokerages that are present in both commodity and equity segments. The capital markets regulator is expected to give its approval to the plan at its board meet scheduled next month. The move, once implemented, will benefit a large number of market intermediaries who currently have to block separate funds in the form of net worth and base minimum capital for their stock and commodity broking entities. With a common registration in place, separate allocation of funds can be done away with.



Benefit for investors For investors, it could mean a single registration form and one-time KYC — Know Your Client — process to allow them to buy shares as well as trade in commodity derivatives thereby making it easier for individuals and institutions looking to invest in both. “The memorandum has been submitted to the board for a common single registration for commodity and equity brokers. It will be on the agenda when the board meets next month,” said a person familiar with the matter. Incidentally, a single registration and complete fungibility between the two segments was always part of the long-term plan of SEBI ever since the erstwhile Forward Markets Commission (FMC) was merged with the capital market regulator in September 2015. Market participants, meanwhile, say that a single



*



intermediary for commodity and equity trading will benefit investors more than the brokerage itself. Most of the large well-known brokerages have a presence in both the segments. “Apart from the benefits of a single net worth and capital requirement, it will lower the operational cost for an intermediary but the investor will be the real winner,” said Chintan Modi, Executive Vice President, India Infoline. “A single KYC will allow investors to trade in both commodity and equity. The collaterals and margins that an investor keeps with the broker can also be used against his position in either segments. Currently, clients have to keep separate balance and ledger for commodity and equity since the



entities through whom they trade are separate. That practice can also be done away with,” Mr. Modi said.



Networth requirement A clearing member in the debt and equity derivatives segments of BSE requires a net worth of ₹3 crore while those in currency derivatives segment require ₹10 crore. Members in the currency and equity derivatives further require a deposit of ₹50 lakh. In the commodity markets, the base minimum capital is ₹50 lakh for members of Multi Commodity Exchange of India (MCX) with algo trading and ₹10 lakh for those without it. The initial security deposit is ₹1 crore for professional clearing member and institutional trading cum clearing mem-



ber. The admission fee for the various categories of members ranges between ₹7.5 lakh to ₹25 lakh. The net worth requirement for commodity brokers is between ₹25 lakh and ₹5 crore depending on the type of membership. The reform will be just one more in the long list of reviews done by the regulator over the past year and a half. Since the SEBI-FMC merger, the regulator has reviewed and amended many regulations related to commodity trading, exchanges and intermediaries to bring it on par with the norms for the equity segment. For instance, trading and surveillance norms for commodity exchanges were tightened after the bourses came under the regulatory purview of SEBI.
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India trade grew 10% in 2016: Maersk ‘Reforms, local demand spur numbers’ Lalatendu Mishra MUMBAI



Amid weak global trade, India reported a 10% growth in export-import (EXIM) trade in 2016 as compared with that in 2015, according to estimates by Maersk Lines, the world’s biggest container shipping line. “The EXIM container trade volume grew by 10% for the full year 2016, which was double of 2015,” Maersk Lines said in its latest trade report. “Trade growth was also more balanced across both exports and imports as against 2015, where import volumes grew four times faster than exports,” it added. Contrary to belief, the demonetisation exercise had limited impact on exports of select commodities, especially the ones that rely on cash for trading, mainly meat exports, it said. “India’s EXIM trade growth was due to strong surge in exports and a consistent increase in imports



owing to a series of economic reforms undertaken by the government, increase in domestic demand and improved performance by key sectors such as textiles, agriculture, pharmaceuticals and automobiles,” Franck Dedenis, Managing Director — India, Sri Lanka & Bangladesh Cluster, Maersk Lines said. Increased demand from countries such as Saudi Arabia and Kenya contributed to the overall export growth of 11%. Imports grew 10%. Even though China remained the largest trading partner reporting 19% year on year growth in 2016, trade volumes from South Korea registered the highest growth in imports at 41%. In 2016, India forayed into new exports markets. Exporters increased focus in the Middle East and in East Africa thus reaping benefits, even as they entered into new markets such as Central America, the report said.



‘Close loss-making branches’ Centre asks 10 PSU banks to also pare stakes in JVs, units MANOJIT SAHA



Special Correspondent



MUMBAI



MUMBAI



The Centre has asked 10 public sector banks to consider selling stakes in joint ventures and subsidiaries and also to close down lossmaking domestic and international branches to improve their financial health. In a communication to the 10 banks including IDBI Bank, Indian Overseas Bank, Central Bank of India and United Bank, the Finance Ministry has suggested initiatives that, when implemented, could help these banks put their house in order. While several public sector banks have joint ventures in areas like insurance and asset management, bankers said stake sales wouldn’t ne-



British Airways has introduced a new Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner in the London to Mumbai route. This aircraft has replaced a Boeing 777 that was flying in this route for several years. The aircraft features a brand new firstclass cabin. Mumbai is the second route after Delhi to have this latest aircraft, a top British Airways official said. British Airways operates two daily flights each to Mumbai and Delhi. Besides the 787-9 aircraft, BA also operates 787-8 on the Mumbai and Delhi routes.



Investor-friendly: For investors, it could mean a single registration form and one-time KYC process to allow them to buy shares and trade in commodity derivatives. REUTERS



Tube Investments of India (TII), a part of the ₹29,500 crore Murugappa group, on Wednesday unveiled its ‘Brooks’ brand of bicycles targeting millennials, a term used to refer to those reaching young adulthood in the early 21st century. “It is a new initiative of the company’s Corporate Strategy Group targeting millennials in the age group of 30-40 through online” said L. Ramkumar, managing director, TII. “As more and more millennials are buying products through online, we decided to try this channel,” he said. Set up in 2015 with senior staff from different divisions, the strategy group has helped design a separate brand and formulated ideas for introducing do-it-yourself kits, selling goods online, assembling bicycles at clients’ doorsteps and implementing a one-week return policy. An online strategy entailing sourcing of bicycles manufactured in Sri Lanka and Malaysia, also came from the group. The cycles, imported in semi-knocked down condition, will be assembled at the client’s doorstep. To begin with, TII will roll out six models for kids and five city and off-road bicycles for adults, priced in the range of ₹5,299 to ₹10,625. “Initially, it will be available in Chennai, Bengaluru and Hyderabad and in the next six months, it will be made available in Mumbai, NCR and Pune,” Mr. Ramkumar said. “We are planning to sell 10,000 units in 2017-18 and 30,000 to 40,000 bicycles in the third year.” “It is not that we are not capable of making these bicycles here, but overseas manufacturers are having excess capacity,” he said.



cessarily fetch reasonable valuations as some of these ventures were not faring well. Earlier this month, the Finance Ministry, while allocating capital to these 10 banks, had asked the lenders to submit a turnaround plan and said, “The release of capital is based on the premise that banks would significantly improve their performance with prudent financial management and going forward that they will be able to meet capital needs through their own earnings.” Active non-performing asset (NPA) management and strengthening of credit, arranging capital from the market, disposal of non-core assets, and divestment of



subsidiary stake were among some of the initiatives that were highlighted. As of December 2016, commercial banks had 1,36,412 domestic branches of which more than 85,000 branches were located in semi-urban and rural areas. The growth rates of deposits and advances in rural and semi-urban areas have far exceed that of urban and metro areas. Rationalisation and reduction of administrative, operating expenses, including temporary restructuring of employees and benefits has also been recommended. The ministry said that these steps could be reversed once a bank managed to ensure a successful turnaround.



BS-III vehicle sales ban ‘unfortunate’: SIAM ‘Industry requires a stable policy for long-term planning and investments’ Yuthika Bhargava NEW DELHI



Following a freeze on registration and sale of new BS-III compliant vehicles from April 1, the automobile industry on Wednesday termed the development as “unfortunate” and warned of job losses in the industry. Such a “last minute decision,” according to analysts is likely push OEMs to explore the option of exporting the over 8 lakh affected vehicles, to markets where emission norms have not progressed to Euro IV or equivalent. Stating that the industry would abide with the orders passed by the Supreme Court, Vinod K. Dasari, President of Society of Indian Automobile Manufacturers pointed out that auto industry has been ready with BS IV manufacturing since 2010. However, the sale of BS IV vehicles nationwide was not possible due to lack of BS IV fuel. “Running a BS4 vehicle with BS3 fuel can cause severe problems to some vehicles,” he said in a statement. CM YK



Sudden brake: Automobile industry warns of undue stress and job losses. AP *



“While no one pushed for BS IV fuel availability for seven years to change over faster, this sudden decision — just a few days before the changeover — is rather unfortunate as it causes undue stress on the entire industry, and cause loss of jobs,” Mr. Dasari said. The automobile industry, anywhere in the world, requires a stable and predictable policy which allows for long term planning and investments, he said. Mr. Dasari, who is also the MD and CEO of Ashok Leyland, said the auto industry



has been seeking “for years” a ban on older vehicles to cut pollution.



‘Minimal impact’ Mr. Dasari said Ashok Leyland would be able to upgrade the leftover BS III vehicles at minimal additional cost. He denied reports that the firm had to take a huge writeoff of BS-III inventory due to the impending ban. “In fact, the impact will be minimal for us.” “The commercial vehicle segment will be the most im-



pacted on account of sizeable inventory levels, potential costs associated with inventory re-call (from dealers) and upgradation to BSIV norms,” Subrata Ray, Group Vice President, Corporate Sector ratings at ICRA said. “Further, in order to liquidate existing stock, commercial vehicle OEMs will also be pushed to offer higher discounts, which continue to be at elevated levels for the past few years.” Rakesh Batra, Partner and automotive sector leader at EY said the decision will result in difficulties for the entire automotive value chain, on top of cost increases to comply with BSIV vehicle production and GST implementation. “This industry works globally on 20 to 30 days inventory .... and this should have considered as part of the transition plan when migrating from BS III to BS IV. Unfortunately a last-minute decision does not help any of the industry stakeholders or consumers, in March when volumes are higher due to year-end purchases and deals,” Mr. Batra said. A ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



Airport majors vie for 80 million EPF retirees may soon get healthcare beneits Jaipur, Ahmedabad Central board of trustees to meet on March 30 to decide Irish, Singaporean, Swiss, French irms bid to run terminals



Somesh Jha NEW DELHI



Micromax Dual 5 phone priced at ₹20,000 NEW DELHI



Domestic handset maker Micromax on Wednesday forayed into the premium smartphone category with a new phone called Dual 5, and aims to capture 10% of this segment in the coming financial year. Before this foray, Micromax focused on phones in the price range of ₹1,500-₹10,000, but this is its first phone priced at more than ₹20,000.



RIL closes GAPCO deal with France’s Total MUMBAI



Mukesh Ambani-led Reliance Industries (RIL) has completed the sale of its 76% stake in the Mauritius-incorporated Gulf Africa Petroleum Corporation (GAPCO), with operating subsidiaries in Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda to Total of France for an undisclosed sum. Last year, RIL and its minority shareholders had agreed to sell their entire respective holdings in GAPCO for cash.



NPL to buy 25.1% stake from JV partner Solvay NEW DELHI



National Peroxide Ltd. (NPL), part of the Wadia Group, has signed an agreement to buy the entire 25.1% stake from its JV partner Solvay SA in the company for an undisclosed amount. With this acquisition, NPL’s total stake will increase to 70.5% from the current 45.4%. NPL is still awaiting full details of the acquisition, according to a iling. NPL makes speciality chemicals like hydrogen peroxide and hydrogen gas. PTI



CM YK



Somesh Jha NEW DELHI



Four major global airport operators have expressed interest in operating the terminal building of Jaipur and Ahmedabad airports — bids that may witness stiff competition from several Indian players, including the Adani and Tata groups, who have also thrown their hats in the ring for the public-private partnership project. The Airports Authority of India (AAI), which operates the Ahmedabad and Jaipur airports, had floated a global request for proposals to hand over the operation and maintenance of the terminal buildings to private players. Till March 20, 11 private players, including four global companies, had registered for the bid for operating and maintaining Ahmedabad airport and seven private companies, with two global players, registered to bid for Jaipur airport. Daa International that operates Ireland’s state-owned airports and Vinci Airports Singapore with presence across 34 airports globally, have shown interest in both Jaipur and Ahmedabad airports. Additionally, Swiss company Zurich Airport International and French firm Egis Airport Operation that operates 14 airports across the globe, have also registered to bid for managing the Ahmedabad airport terminal building.



Domestic players Among domestic players, existing airport operators GMR Airports, GVK Airports Services and Bengal Aerotropolis are in the fray for both the airports. The Adani



Queueing up: Indian players including the Adani and the Tata groups have also shown interest. group, which is keen on investing in the airport sector, may begin its journey from its home state Gujarat and has registered to bid for the Ahmedabad airport. Tata Realty and Infrastructure, which had pulled out of the recently-concluded Navi Mumbai bid, is also in the race for running the terminal building of Ahmedabad airport along with ground handling company GlobeGround India. Mall developer Select Infrastructure, which operates the Select Citywalk mall in Delhi, may also bid for the Ahmedabad airport. However, Singapore’s Changi Airports International has not shown interest in modernising Jaipur and Ahmedabad airports. This is significant as a memorandum of understanding was signed between India and Singapore to modernise the Jaipur and Ahmedabad airports in November 2015, during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Singapore. Following the MoU, AAI held discussions with Singa-



pore’s Changi Airports International to finalise the terms of the contract. However, AAI had rejected Changi Airport’s offer as it did not agree to certain commercial terms of the proposal. In January 2015, AAI had invited applications for handing over the operations, management and development of Chennai, Kolkata, Jaipur and Ahmedabad airports to private players through the public-private partnership model. The move drew flak from the 2000-odd employees working at these airports, as they were opposed to the privatisation. Facing human resource issues, the Union government dropped the plan later in 2015 and decided to only hand over the airport terminal management to private players at Jaipur and Ahmedabad. Guruprasad Mohapatra, AAI chairman, had earlier said the winning bidder would be given a free hand in replacing existing staff at the two airports.



More than eight crore workers contributing towards Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) may soon be eligible to receive medical treatment from Employees’ State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) hospitals after their retirement. The EPFO’s central board of trustees will meet on Thursday to consider passing on medical benefits under ESIC to pensioners under Employees’ Pension Scheme linked to EPF accounts. “It has been requested to extend the proposed scheme of ESIC on medical benefits to the pensioners under Employees’ Pension Scheme (EPS) of the EPFO



Tata Motors unveils Tigor sedan Special Correspondent



also. The Scheme of medical benefits for EPS 1995 provisions as devised by ESIC will be implemented,” according to the agenda of the CBT meeting, which will be chaired by labour minister Bandaru Dattaterya on Thursday.



1,400 dispensaries The ESIC has a network of over 1,400 dispensaries and over 150 hospitals across the country which will be accessible to EPF pensioners once the plan is finalised. EPFO’s Central Provident Fund Commissioner V.P. Joy held a meeting with ESIC Director General Deepak Kumar recently to discuss the proposal. The broad contours of the proposal will be discussed in



the CBT meeting which has employers’ and employees’ representatives. Workers drawing salary up to ₹15,000 per month are entitled to medical benefits for treatment during incidences of sickness, maternity, disability and death due to injury during work. The ESI Act applies to factories with 10 or more workers and it is also applicable to shops, hotels, restaurants, cinemas and road transport undertakings. While 4.75% of a worker’s salary goes towards ESI as employer’s contribution, 1.75% of the income goes as the employee’s share. Till March 2016, 2.13 crore insured persons were covered under the Insurance Corporation’s Act.



Kotak Mahindra plans to double customers Unveils zero-balance savings account



MUMBAI



Tata Motors introduced Tata Tigor, a compact sedan targeted at the younger generation in the domestic market. The car is priced starting from ₹4.7 lakh ex-showroom, Delhi and ₹4.95 lakh ex-showroom Mumbai, for the Revotron 1.2L (petrol) variant and ₹5.6 lakh, for the Revotorq 1.05L (diesel) variant, ex-showroom Delhi & ₹5.91 lakh, exshowroom Mumbai. This is the second product to roll out from Tata Motors in two months. In January it had introduced the Hexa, a “lifestyle” vehicle. Tigor was code named Kite 5 during its initial phase of manufacturing.



SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT Mumbai



Private sector lender Kotak Mahindra Bank on Wednesday said it plans to double its customer base in the next 18 months on the back of its new offering — a zero balance savings account with zero charges. Uday Kotak, executive vice-chairman and managing director of Kotak Mahindra Bank said the offering, namely 8-11, is based on the government’s plan to announce demonetisation on November 8 last year. The account holders, who will need to download the Kotak Bank mobile application to open the savings account, will get interest



Uday Kotak rate of a maximum of 6%, at par with existing Kotak Bank customers. He said the fourth-largest private sector bank aimed to double its customer base from 8 million in 18 months. ICICI Bank, the country’s largest private sector lender has 35 million customers.



SEBI passes order against JP Morgan SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT MUMBAI



The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has passed a consent order in the matter of JP Morgan Mutual Fund, whereby the fund house will pay ₹91.80 lakh as settlement charges and be barred from unveiling new schemes for a period of one year. Incidentally, Edelweiss Asset Management had acquired JP Morgan’s mutual fund business in March 2016. JP Morgan had entered the Indian mutual funds business in 2007. According to the order, the fund house failed to comply with certain provisions of the mutual fund regulations as laid down by the capital market regulator. The SEBI investigation found that the fund house had unveiled a particular scheme after the expiry of the scheme information document (SID). Further, the offer document contained misleading and an incorrect scheme name and investors were allotted units under the incorrect scheme name, says the SEBI order. While the SEBI probe was on, the fund house filed an application for consent settlement. The consent mechanism is like an out-of-court process through which SEBI settles cases in the form of penalty and/or debarment. The case is settled without any admission or denial of guilt by the alleged defaulter.



A ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



Kumble-Kohli combine gets the best out of the team Acrimony between India and Australia crosses the line permitted in sporting arena Vijay Lokapally Dharamshala



Ian Chappell praises stand-in skipper Rahane NEW DELHI



Former Australia captain Ian Chappell says India is lucky to have a stand-in captain like Ajinkya Rahane, who led the side in his own aggressive way to a win at Dharamshala. “I thought he did a fantastic job. It is not easy to do the job of a fill-in because you know the actual captain has a got a certain style. Rahane did the right thing by captaining in his own way.” PTI



Odisha govt. agrees to host Asian athletics CHENNAI



The Odisha Government has, in principle, given its consent to host the Asian athletics championship at Kalinga Stadium, Bhubaneswar tentatively scheduled from July 6 to 10. With the Jharkhand Government expressing its inability to conduct the event in Ranchi, Bhubaneswar agreed to conduct the event after much persuasion from Athletics Federation of India. But doubts lingered on whether Bhubaneswar would finish relaying the synthetic track and install floodlights at such short notice. “The Odisha Government has orally told us they are ready,” said C.K. Valson, secretary, AFI.



The mind games boomeranged to hurt Australia this time. It was a classic case of the adage ‘those who live by the sword, die by the sword’. This bunch of Indian cricketers loves to give it back. In style too. The execution was carried out at the behest of Virat Kohli with Anil Kumble monitoring the process with his tactically supreme acumen. The 13-Test home season saw India enhance its cricketing stature with some compelling performances against New Zealand, England, Bangladesh and Australia. The preceding series, also highly competitive, did nothing to devalue the spirit of the game. However, against Australia, the acrimony was fanned by both teams, at times crossing the line permitted in sporting arena. They spared little thought for the young fans. The poor on-field behaviour was a sore point in an otherwise muchenjoyable fare. Just a single loss in 13 matches spoke of India’s preparations. The challenge was in adapting to the conditions, given the fact that the Board of Control for Cricket in India had picked six new Test centres, starting with Indore against New Zealand and signing off with Dharamshala against Australia. “It was important for us to stay in a positive frame of mind,” said Kumble, pleased with the effort of his team, especially in the final Test where conditions favoured



Home rule: The 13-Test season saw the Indian team enhance its cricketing stature.



the visiting side. The team settled into an effective mode with the batsmen backing the bowlers. The five-bowler theory worked in India’s favour and it was a major factor in influencing the induction of Kuldeep Yadav for the decider against Australia. “The batsmen did well right through the series. The century that (Wriddhiman) Saha hit (at Ranchi) was a result of the focus on a collective show. Each man understood his role and con-



tributed in key areas,” said Kumble.



The Kuldeep selection Nothing highlighted India’s confidence better than the Kuldeep selection. The coach explained, “The bowling needed support because there were tired bodies. I am very impressed with Kuldeep.” It was creditable that the left-arm wrist-spinner was not intimidated in his first game by the likes of David Warner and Steve Smith. With his ‘chinaman’



*



V.V. KRISHNAN



style, he showcased his skills superbly and made a huge impact. “What I liked was he set his own field and bowled like a seasoned spinner,” Kumble added. The bold step to continue with five bowlers despite the absence of Kohli in the final Test from the playing eleven was again an indication of Kumble having such faith in his batsmen. “Their hunger and desire to do well was infectious,” It indeed was. That it worked well was again a reflection on the thoroughness



that the team has developed in all the departments of the game. Kumble, however, conceded that there was an area that needed to be addressed on priority. “The close-in catching has been a bit of a let down.” Rahane was an exception at slip and Cheteshwar Pujara at short leg was a source of inspiration. Pujara emerging as the mainstay of Indian batting was a compliment to his ability to concentrate hard on his job. He may not be a



crowd-puller but he would be the first choice of any captain for the solidity that he brings to the batting. An aggregate of 1316 runs with four centuries certainly established him at the top, followed by Kohli (1252), M. Vijay (771), Rahane (718) and K.L. Rahul (708).



Rahul’s consistency Rahul’s consistency was India’s biggest gain from the season. However, the classy opener from Karnataka was, at times, guilty of poor shotselection and would do well to understand his potential to serve Indian cricket for long. His towering presence in the top-order was a source of strength for Kohli and Pujara. “What a spell,” exclaimed Kapil Dev when discussing



‘Kuldeep’s inclusion a master-stroke’ We were not expecting him to play, Australia spin bowling coach Sriram says S. Dinakar Chennai



Fielding young left-arm Chinaman bowler Kuldeep Yadav as the fifth bowler proved a master-stroke for India. The shock value of the ploy was acknowledged by an insider in the Aussie camp. Talking to The Hindu after the conclusion of a dramatic Test series, Australia’s spin bowling coach S. Sriram said, “We were not expecting Kuldeep to play. We had seen videos of him but did not actually think India would include him in the eleven for the final Test.” Sriram added, “He’s different, bowled very well in the first innings, was accurate and spun the ball. We were looking good for a 400-plus score but he took vital wickets.” He said the difference between the two sides was just around 180 runs. “80 runs in Bengaluru and 100 in Dharamshala.” Sriram worked closely with the Aussie off-spinner Nathan Lyon and left-armer Steve O’ Keefe. He said, “Lyon varied his pace very well. He has over-spin and got bounce. His line was



‘No deferring SGM’ G. Viswanath MUMBAI



In a teleconference arranged for a large group of BCCI full-member associations on Wednesday evening, it was agreed not to accede to the request of the Committee of Administrators (CoA) to defer the Special General Meeting (SGM) convened by the BCCI joint secretary Amitabh Chaudhary at New Delhi on April 9. Among the large number attended, many were disqualified members as per the Supreme Court order of January 2. “It was also decided that the SGM will not allow the CoA to chair the meeting because according to the BCCI Rules and Regulations, it is the right of the BCCI president to chair GB meetings,” said a full-member who will attend the SGM. In a communication to the BCCI CEO Rahul Johri on Monday, BCCI office-bearers — C.K. Khanna (acting president) Amitabh Chaudhary (discharging the duties of the secretary) and Anirudh Chaudhary (treasurer) — CM YK



had stated that they are not in a position to defer the SGM because it has been requisitioned by majority of the BCCI general body. At the meeting between the CoA’s Vikram Limaye and Diana Edulji and the three officials on Monday, the latter was told that the CoA is on top of all BCCI structures. But the officials responded by saying that they are bound by the BCCI Rules and Regulations which does not place age restrictions. On top of the SGM agenda is to identify candidates for the ICC meeting in Dubai on April 26 and 27. The CoA has convened a meeting of the 10 IPL match-staging associations at New Delhi on Thursday and an IPL Governing Council meeting thereafter. The CoA is not likely to allow Mohinder Pandove to attend because he is over 70, and in these circumstances the rest of the IPL GC members, — Rajeev Shukla, Sourav Ganguly, Jyotiraditya Scindia, Dr. P.V. Shetty — may walk out.



Kuldeep Yadav.



*



V.V. KRISHNAN



about two stumps outside the off-stump. He has learnt to bowl the straight delivery on a pitch offering turn.” The former India cricketer elaborated, “The idea was to prevent the batsmen from sweeping him. If the batsmen began sweeping him then Lyon would have to bowl further up and his basic length would suffer.” O’Keefe’s job, he said, was to bowl a lot of overs and contain the batsmen from



one end. Sriram observed both Lyon and O’Keefe were quicker through the air in the first Test since the pitch in Pune offered considerable turn. Lyon focussed on the rough outside the righthander’s off-stump, created by left-arm fast bowler Mitchell Starc, in the second Test at Bengaluru where the bounce too was inconsistent. Sriram said, “In fact, Ashwin bowled over the wicket, targeting the rough, even to the left-handers. The surface played slow in Ranchi, and the bounce was good in the final Test.” The Indians handled spin better in the last two Tests, felt Sriram. “They started using the crease more and began playing the sweep. We knew Rahul swept the ball well but even Vijay, Pujara and Rahane started doing so.” Sriram said Rahul was the most impressive among the Indian batsmen. “He went deep into the crease and played spinners on both sides of the wicket.” A front-line batsman in his time, Sriram offered his inputs to the Aussie batsmen



too. On Steve Smith’s batsmanship, he said, “Smith batted with low hands, played the ball late, played a lot square of the wicket. He played the line, was prepared to get beaten outside the off-stump if the ball spun away from him. He was not afraid to drive Ashwin through covers against the turn.” “The Australian batsmen played in front of their pads and with soft hands to avoid leg-before decision. Apart from Smith, I thought the young Matt Renshaw, allowing the ball to come to him, batted well against spin.” Dwelling on the verbal spats, Sriram said, “IndiaAustralia matches are highoctane games and there are bound to be a few such incidents.” Sriram said he did not see the Smith ‘brain fade’ DRS incident in Bengaluru. “I was inside at that time. I do not think Smith, a humble person for all his achievements, is a guy who would do it deliberately.” Asked about the Indian bowling, Sriram said, “Jadeja’s variations in pace have become a lot more subtle.”



Sameer Verma takes out Son Won Ho Saina and Sindhu advance with ease to the pre-quarterinals Rakesh Rao NEW DELHI



Before the Indian exodus from four out of five sections picked up pace in the Yonex India Open super series badminton here, Sameer Verma gave the home crowd something to cheer about. Ranked 39th, Sameer took out World No. 5 Son Won Ho 21-17, 21-10 in 45 minutes. During the day, Sameer’s elder brother Sourabh, B. Sai Praneeth and K. Srikanth also made the pre-quarterfinals following expected victories. Against the Korean Son, Sameer changed gears by winning five straight points to lead for the first time and make it 15-10. Thereafter, the 2015 National champion went on to seal the first game. In the second game, Sameer never trailed and led comfortably to close out the match. P.V. Sindhu and Saina Nehwal joined Rituparna Das in the pre-quarterfinals. Sindhu expectedly prevailed over compatriot Arundhati Pant-



INDIA OPEN awane after Saina downed Chinese Taipei’s Chia Hsin Lee. Saina did admit losing her focus a bit in tossing away six points after being close to finishing the match. “I was a bit scared towards the end though I had a big lead. Ideally, I should have won the match 10-and-10,” said the former champion. Rituparnagot the better of 30th ranked Chiang Mei Hui of Chinese Taipei and now faces top seed Carolina Marin. In men’s doubles, all seven Indian pairs made a firstround exit. N. Sikki Reddy was the only player to reach the second round of both women’s and mixed doubles. The Sikki-Ashwini Ponnappa duo advanced with a 21-16, 2116 win over England’s Gabrielle Adcock and Jessica Pugh. M. Shruti and Anoushika Parikh stayed alive after beating compatriots Gauri Asaji



and Megha Bora 22-20, 21-8. With Pranav Chopra, Sikki entered the mixed doubles second round by beating the Indonesians Hafiz Faizal and Shela Devi Aulia 21-15. 21-19. The results: First-round: Men: B. Sai Praneeth bt Kenta Nishimoto (Jpn) 16-21, 21-12, 2119; Sameer Verma bt 4-Son Wan Ho (Kor) 21-17, 21-10; K. Srikanth bt Zhao Jungpeng (Chn) 21-19, 21-16; 3-Victor Axelsen (Den) bt Ajay Jayaram 23-21, 21-17; Sourabh Verma bt H.S. Prannoy 2113, 21-16. Women: Rituparna Das bt Chiang Mei Hui (Tpe) 19-21, 21-15, 21-19; 4-Akane Yamaguchi (Jpn) bt P. C. Thulasi 21-15, 21-16; Lyanny Alessandra Mainaky (Ina) bt Sai Uttejitha Rao 21-17, 21-18; 7-Nozomi Okuhara (Jpn) bt Tanvi Lad 6-2 (retd.); Sayaka Sato (Jpn) bt Anura Prabhudesai 2117, 21-16; 6-Saina Nehwal bt Chia Hsin Lee (Tpe) 21-10, 21-17; Saena Kawakami (Jpn) bt Rasika Raje 21-10, 21-12; 3-P.V. Sindhu bt Arundhati Pantawane 21-17, 21-6; Linda Zetchiri (Bul) bt Shreyanshi Pardeshi 21-14, 2118; 2-Sung Ji Hyun (Kor) bt Sri Krishna Priya 21-11, 21-13.



the much-improved Umesh Yadav’s scorching burst here. The fast bowler demonstrated his resilience and endurance by playing in 12 of the 13 Tests and ending up with 30 wickets. The fact that he bowled 355.5 overs is a tribute to the splendid work done by the team physio Patrick Farhart. Umesh complemented the two spinners — Ashwin and Jadeja — as India banked on the slow bowlers. Ashwin, thriving on spinner-friendly tracks, claimed 82 wickets and worked in tandem with Jadeja (71 wickets) to create winning situations. At the end of the season of recognition, Indian cricket stood to gain from Kumble’s guidance and Kohli’s exuberance to get the best out of the team.



Indo-Pak cricket unlikely Press Trust of India New Delhi



The Centre is unlikely to grant permission to the Indian cricket team to play against Pakistan in Dubai. “The Home Minister and the Home Ministry will take call on this but I don’t think the atmosphere is right given the current situation in Jammu and Kashmir,” Minister of State for Home Hansraj Ahir told reporters here.



PCB bans Mohd. Irfan for a year Mubashir Zaidi Karachi



The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) on Wednesday banned fast bowler Mohammad Irfan for a year, along with a fine of PKR 1 million, for concealing information from the board after being approached by bookies in Dubai during the Pakistan Super League (PSL). His ban can be reduced to six months if he exhibits exemplary conduct during that time. “I admit that I was approached twice by bookies and I did not inform PCB about it. This is a violation of the code of conduct for cricketers and I accept the ban imposed on me by PCB. I also like to seek forgiveness from the nation,” Irfan said at a press conference in Lahore. However, he said that he did not agree to fix matches as requested by the bookies. “I gave a shut up call to the bookies,” he said but did not name the bookies or take any questions.



Another win for India Sports Bureau CHITTAGONG



The Indian under-23 team posted a seven-wicket victory over Malaysia for its second win in the fourteam Group B of the the Asian Cricket Council Emerging Teams Cup here.



Big scalp: Sameer Verma delighted the locals by eliminating Korea’s Son Won Ho in straight games.



The scores: Malaysia 163 for nine in 50 overs (Syed Aziz 53, Abdul Rashid 25) lost to India under-23 167 for three in 30.1 overs (Shubman Gill 51, Abhimanyu Easwaran 42, Prithvi Shaw 34). A ND-ND
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Tamil Nadu adds Deodhar Trophy to its kitty



IN BRIEF



Dinesh Karthik once again is the architect of the team’s second major title victory CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM VISAKHAPATNAM



Dinesh Karthik’s brilliance with the bat, which saw his teammates give him a special ‘guard of honour’ at the end, and the efficacy of the slow bowlers fashioned Tamil Nadu’s impressive, 42-run win over India Red in the final of the Paytm Prof. D.B. Deodhar Trophy limitedovers cricket tournament at the Dr. Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy Stadium here on Wednesday. This is the second major title-triumph for Tamil Nadu after winning the Vijay Hazare Trophy recently. Chasing 304 to win, India Red was in the hunt in brief spells, first when opener Shikhar Dhawan (45, 31b, 8x4, 1x6) was batting well at the top and again when Manish Pandey and Harpreet Bhatia were stitching a healthy partnership before the former left field in the 15th over indisposed (only to return in the 42nd over when the scoreline read 222 for six). Ambitious strokes led to the dismissals of Dhawan, well-set Bhatia and the bighitting Axar Patel. This was the result of some accurate bowling by the spinners, led by leftarmer Rahil Shah, which choked the run-flow in the middle-overs. And, once the dangerouslooking Gurkeerat Mann (64, 85b, 7x4) and Manish



Liverpool’s Lallana out with thigh injury: reports LIVERPOOL



Liverpool’s England midfielder Adam Lallana could be out for up to a month after suffering a thigh injury on international duty on Sunday, British media reported on Tuesday. Lallana has played in 27 of Liverpool’s 29 Premier League games this season and his absence is likely to be keenly felt as Jurgen Klopp’s side look to cement a topfour finish during the remainder of the season. REUTERS



Abeylegesse stripped of medals PARIS



Turkish runner Elvan Abeylegesse was on Wednesday stripped of two Olympic silver medals and one World silver after a re-analysis of an incompetition doping test dating back to 2007. The Ethiopia-born middle and long-distance runner tested positive on August 25, 2007, after winning silver at the 2007 World athletics championships in Osaka. AFP



Priyanka in last four CHANDIGARH:



Priyanka Jakar beat Nimrat Kaur 6-7(4), 6-1, 6-2 in the girls’ u-16 quarterfinals of the AITA Talent series junior tennis tournament here on Wednesday. The results (quarterfinals): Boys: U-16: Shrut Mohan bt Sukhpreet Singh 6-1, 6-0; Asav Kumar bt Mankeerat Singh 6-0, 6-0; Gurustat Singh Makkar bt Pranav Chopra 6-3, 5-7, 6-4; Udddayvir Singh bt Manveer Singh 6-1, 6-0. U-14: Ajay Singh bt Mahismat Kumar 6-0, 6-1; Sidharth Goel bt Sarabbjot Singh 6-3 6-2; Gaurav Kumar bt Aryan Thakur 6-2, 2-6, 6-4; Sukhpreet Singgh bt Samarbir Singh 6-1, 3-6, 6-2. Girls: U-16: Priyanka Jakar bt Nimrat Kaur 6-7(4), 6-1, 6-2; Simran Pritam bt Vrinda Shara 6-1, 6-3; Sanya Chadha bt Priyanka Khanna 6-0, 0-6, 7-6(3); Princy Panchal bt Mrinalini Sharma 6-2, 6-2.



Titles for Tamil Nadu 앫 Ranji Trophy: 1953-54 & 1987-88. 앫 Vijay Hazare one-day championship: 2002-03, 2004-05, 2008-09, 2009-10, 2016-17. 앫 Deodhar Trophy: 201617. 앫 Twenty20 championship: 2007-08. CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC 62-1, Akshay Karnewar 6-044-0, Harpreet Bhatia 4-0-29-1.



Champion stuf: Tamil Nadu’s winning run continued with a triumph in the Prof D.B. Deodhar Trophy



Pandey (32, 24b, 5x4) fell in quick succession, it was all over.



Dinesh Karthik show Earlier, it was yet another Dinesh Karthik special (126, 91b, 14x4, 3x6) as he strung together a 136-run stand for the fourth wicket with N. Jagadeesan (55, 62b, 4x4, 1x6) which put Tamil Nadu, electing to bat, back on rails after it wobbled early at 39



Fall of wickets: 1-24, 2-24, 339, 4-175, 5-241, 6-241, 7-252, 8-275, 9-283. India Red bowling: Dhawal Kulkarni 10-1-39-5, Ashoke Dinda 10-1-54-1, Chama Milind 10-0-71-1, Axar Patel 10-0-



Fall of wickets: 1-19, 2-83, 384, 4-165, 5-166, 6-222, 7-228, 8-233, 9-260, 10-261. Tamil Nadu bowling: Vijay Shankar 5.1-0-33-1, M. Mohammed 5-0-53-2, Rahil Shah 10-1-40-3, Washington Sundar 10-0-38-1, Sai Kishore 8-041-2, Murugan Ashwin 8-0-50-1. Result: Tamil Nadu won by 42 runs.



Former AICF oicial dead Special Correspondent Chennai



Former All India Chess Federation and Tamil Nadu State Chess Association secretary K.N. Kalyanasundaran passed away at a city hospital here on Tuesday. He was 85 years old. He was a three-time general secretary of the Tamil Nadu State Chess Association and served as secretary of the AICF in 1962-63. He is survived by wife, son, daughter and three grandchildren.



Becomes a GM at 23 after having got the title of IM at 14



NEW DELHI



the Asian junior championship in 2012, ’13 & ’14.



Touted as a child prodigy in chess — he became an International Master at the age of 14 — Srinath Narayanan hasn’t been able to forge ahead in keeping up with his exalted reputation. So, at 23 years, when he became a Grand Master defeating David Guijarro of Spain in the sixth round of the ongoing Sharjah Masters, Srinath felt a huge burden off his shoulders. “Greatly relieved,” said Srinath in a chat with his father Narayanan, on Wednesday. By defeating Guijarro,



Korea pulled through to a 3-0 victory over India in the Asia Oceania World Junior under-14 girls’ tennis tournament here on Wednesday. India placed third in the group and missed a chance to make the quarterfinals and fight for a qualification spot for the World Group Finals. Incidentally, the Indian Junior Davis Cup, Junior Fed Cup and the World Junior boys’ teams had also failed to make the grade for the World Group Finals this season. The results (league): Korea bt India 3-0 (Jeong Boyoung bt Gargi Pawar 3-6, 7-5, 6-2; Ku Yeonwoo bt Sarah Dev 6-1, 6-2; Jeong Boyoung & Ku Yeonwoo bt Sarah Dev & Sandeepti Singh Rao 6-0, 6-0).



The scores: Tamil Nadu: Kaushik Gandhi c & b Kulkarni 16, Ganga Sridhar Raju c Parthiv b Kulkarni 13, Murugan Ashwin c Dhawan b Kulkarni 0, N. Jagadeesan c Parthiv b Milind 55, Dinesh Karthik c (sub) b Axar 126, Vijay Shankar lbw b Dinda 21, B. Indrajith (not out)



31, Washington Sundar c Dinda b Bhatia 6, M. Mohammad c Bhatia b Kulkarni 14, Rahil Shah c Jaggi b Kulkarni 4, R. Sai Kishore (not out) 5; Extras: (w-8, lb-4) 12. Total: (for nine wickets in 50 overs) 303.



HAMILTON



The final day of the deciding third Test between New Zealand and South Africa was abandoned because of persistent rain in Hamilton on Wednesday, giving the Proteas a 1-0 series victory and the No. 2 spot in the ICC Test team rankings. The umpires called the game off as further showers swept across the ground just after the scheduled lunch break. According to an ICC release, the result earned Faf du Plessis’s side two ranking points and helped the Proteas move one point ahead of Australia in second place.



Paes in doubles quarterinals



K. Keerthivasan



BANGKOK



left-arm spinner Axar Patel straight to the fielder in the 39th over with Tamil Nadu on 241, after being dropped in the same over at covers.



K.R. DEEPAK



Agence France-Presse



Greatly relieved: Srinath CHENNAI



Indian girls lose to Korea



for three in 10.3 overs. Karthik picked young, leftarm pacer Chama Milind for special treatment hitting him for a 6, 4, 4 in the latter’s fourth over and carted him for six fours and a six in all. Even the experienced Ashoke Dinda got a similar treatment in his seventh over — 4, 4, 6. In energy-sapping conditions a tired Karthik finally got out, slashing one from



*



India Red innings: Parthiv Patel c Raju b Mohammed 15, Shikhar Dhawan c Sundar b Rahil 45, Manish Pandey st Karthik b Rahil 32, Ishank Jaggi c Indrajith b Sai Kishore 1, Harpreet Bhatia c Kaushik b M. Ashwin 36, Gurkeerat Mann c Sundar b Rahil 64, Axar Patel c Kishore b Sundar 0, Akshay Karnewar c Sundar b Mohammed 29, Dhawal Kulkarni c Shankar b Sai Kishore 9, Ashoke Dinda c Rahil b Shankar 19, Chama Milind not out 0. Extras: (w-5, b-5, lb-1) 11. Total: (all out in 46.1 overs) 261.



Final day’s play abandoned



Short on points, he gained two more norms in the Palic Open in Serbia last year, followed by the Aeroflat Open early this year.



Srinath.



Srinath got past the Elo rating of 2500 — the minimum points needed to go with three norms for the GM title. Srinath completed his first three norms by winning



As R.B. Ramesh, a Grand Master and a famous coach, said: “Given the fact that he became an IM at 14, he should have become a GM much earlier.” Narayanan agreed. “I think he should have got the GM five years earlier. There were times in several tournaments when he came close to winning, but faltered in the end.



Vijaya Kumar, Heena triumph Special Correspondent New Delhi



M. Vijaya Kumar and Heena won the men’s and women’s 100 metres gold in the all-India Civil Services athletics championship at the Central Secretariat ground, Vinay Marg, here on Wednesday. The results: Men: 100m: 1. M. Vijaya Kumar 11.24; 2. Krishna Kumar Rane 11.27; 3. G.N. Bopanna 11.30. 800m: 1. C.M. Neeraj 2:04.94; 2. P. Karthikeyan 2:05.62; 3. S. Dharma 2:06.43. 5000m: 1. Shander Singh 17:34.65; 2. Sunil Prasad 17:34.888; 3.



Umesh G. Kuvar 17:38.40. 400m hurdles: 1. S. Mervin 55.84; 2. Amit Kumar Singh 58.85; 3. K.K. Mathew 1:03.78. Long jump: 1. Navjot Singh 6.69; 2. S. Gunasekaran 6.36; 3. Rajendra Baria 6.20. Discus: 1. Pardeep Kumar Mathur 42.99; 2. R.S. Rathee 41.43; 3. Shakti Kumar 40.07. Javelin: 1. Hanuman Singh 63.35; 2. Krishna Kumar Patel 63.12; 3. Ashutosh Kumar 62.70. Women: 100m: 1. Heena 13.04; 2. Ruma S. Sarkar 13.05; 3. C. Rengitha 13.27. 800m: 1. Ritu Dinkar 2:31.84; 2. C. Smitha 2:36.26; 3.



Jatanti



Thapliyal 2:39.53. 400m hurdles: 1. Rupashree Pothal 1:24.55; 2. Suman Bala 1:47.32; 3. Ponam 1:53.03. Long jump: 1. Alga W. James 5.75; 2. Renubala Mahanta 5.41; 3. Manju 4.79. Discus: 1. K. Anitha Devi 38.68; 2. E. Hemapriya 36.55; 3. R. Jothimani 29.14.



Veterans: Men: 100m: 1. Dr. Himmat 12.50; 2. Dinesh Rawat 13.09; 3. Pramod Tandel 13.16. 800m: 1. Rajesh Kumar 2:18.32; 2. T.B. Biju 2:20.30; 3. K. Murugan 2:21.55. Women: 100m: 1. Sneha Jain 14.75; 2. Ajitha Arokianathan 15.37; 3. Neelu Mishra 15.44.



Sports Bureau



Leander Paes and Adil Shamasdin of Canada, pipped Jarryd Chaplin of Australia and Kevin Krawietz of Germany 6-4, 3-6, 10-8 in the doubles first round of the $75,000 Challenger tennis tournament in Mexico on Tuesday. In the quarterfinals, Paes and partner will play Stefan Kozlov of the US and Igor Sijsling of the Netherlands. In the $60,000 ITF wo-



men’s event in China, Ankita Raina was at her fighting best for three hours and 24 minutes as she got past Guo Hanyu of China 5-7, 6-2, 7-5. Ankita saved 16 breakpoints and eight of them before she eventually dropped serve in the 12th game of the first set. She missed two matchpoints on her serve in the 10th game of the decider, but converted seven of 11 breakpoints overall, to pull through.



The results (all first round): $75,000 Challenger, Leon, Mexico: Adil Shamasdin (Can) & Leander Paes bt Jarryd Chaplin (Aus) & Kevin Krawietz (Ger) 6-4, 3-6, [10-8]. $60,000 ITF women, Quanzhou: Ankita Raina bt Guo Hanyu (Chn) 5-7, 6-2, 7-5. $25,000 ITF women, Santa Margherita di Pula, Italy: Eva Wacanno (Ned) & Prarthana Thombare bt Valeria Solovyeva (Rus) & Melanie Stoke (Nor) 6-2, 6-3. $15,000 ITF women, Sharm El Sheikh: Rishika Sunkara bt Ellen



Allgurin (Swe) 6-3, 7-5; Natasha Palha bt Costanza Pera (Ita) 6-0, 6-3. Doubles: Ana Veselinovic (Mne) & Rishika Sunkara bt Sofia Dmitrieva (Rus) & Lizaveta Hancharova (Blr) 7-6(2), 6-3. $15,000 ITF women, Heraklion, Greece: Nicoleta Dascalu & Daiana Negreanu (Rou) bt Mira Antonitsch (Aut) & Karman Kaur Thandi 6-3, 6-3. $15,000 Futures, Jakarta: Pirmin Haenle (Ger) & Karunuday Singh bt Aditya Hari Sasongko & Sunu-Wahyu Trijati (Ina) 6-4, 6-7(3), [10-8].



Zverev packs of top seed Wawrinka Federer wards of Bautista-Agut; Nadal also in last eight in a 7-6(5) 6-3 win over Belgian David Goffin.



Agence France-Presse MIAMI



Top seed Stan Wawrinka crashed out of the Miami Open on Tuesday falling 4-6, 6-2, 6-1 to German young gun Alexander Zverev, who booked his first Masters 1000 quarterfinal. Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal and Kei Nishikori advanced to the last eight on cue. But Wawrinka looked weary as he struggled through the third set of a match played on his 32nd birthday. The German, seeded 16th, will now face Australian Nick Kyrgios, who was impressive



The results: Women: Quarterfinals: Caroline Wozniacki bt Lucie Safarova 6-4, 6-3; Karolina Pliskova bt Mirjana Lucic-Baroni 6-3, 6-4. Men: Fourth round: Alexander Zverev bt Stanislas Wawrinka 4-6, 6-2, 6-1; Nick Kyrgios bt David Goffin 7-6(5), 6-3; Roger Federer bt Roberto BautistaAgut 7-6(5), 7-6(4); Tomas Berdych bt Adrian Mannarino 6-3, 7-5; Rafael Nadal bt Nicolas Mahut 6-4, 7-6(4); Jack Sock bt Jared Donaldson 6-2, 6-1; Fabio Fognini bt Donald Young 6-0, 6-4; Kei Nishikori bt Federico Del Bonis 6-3, 4-6, 6-3.



Party-pooper! Alexander Zverev made it a forgettable 32nd birthday for Stan Wawrinka by knocking out the top seed in the fourth round. AFP *
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(set by Arden)



12 Suffer attack leaving Mumbai neighbourhood (5)



2 Left in a trice, turned out to be very old (6)



13 Only time poor stile a cry, " how the rich live!" (9)



3 Plant may cure, my hip broken (9)



14 A story about Eddy & Henry making organic stuff (12)



4 Once bill was introduced, six of them quit in a ridiculous fashion (14)



FAITH



SUDOKU



Without expectations



9 10



11



12



13



14 16



18 Make it small — truly relieved (12)



15



17



21 Top team will rub it out during a game (9)



18 19 21



22



20



23



24



25



26



23 Insight — essentially dry accommodation for a high lyer (5) 24 "First to take interest in language" — Indian reviews (7)



27



25 Either way, is No.1 dipsomaniac (7) ■ ACROSS 1 Woman is sharp at sea attacking leet (8) 5 Boy in my shoe (6) 10 Figure how to contain spillover with ease (7) 11 OK with British leaving seaside resort (5,2)



CM YK



26 Complaint as girls drown in a river (6)



6 Fit, having resistance to ight (5) 7 An oxymoron is no more welcome (8) 8 Army splits soldiers — they ix things (8) 9 Expert holes out, Robert bats (14) 15 Well, it's even, not odd — seems odd for a meal (9) 16 After a party point out assumption (8) 17 Climbing over Germany, it's very hot... (8)



27 Seawater all over subway — regular occurrence in this city (8)



19 ...booze and music ill the gap, in a way (6)



■ DOWN



20 Nerve condition depends on gender, primarily (6)



1 Beetle is small with short base (6)



22 Adventure — it's not hard to sing (5)



Solution to puzzle 11967 B A P O P A A R E P L



A T T H E S A MA E T O I MA E C



R R A I C E S H O U R S L T E A T E M A O K E S I U A L L



E L C H E S T U A L C O N S O R R D O N E S S P I H G E AM P L D K R S E E X O T L M WA L L OW E A T H I F T I N S C O I S T H E N I



E N T E N T E I D I O T I C



Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku D C I A R U P E S T B C A G N G E E R S S



In Her Tiruppavai, while talking of flowers offered in worship, Andal uses the word ‘thoomalar.’ Here She wants to indicate that the flowers should be offered out of bhakti, and not expecting a quid pro quo, elaborated Kidambi Narayanan in a discourse. Suppose a man owns some property. His son cannot demand that his father should give him a share in the property. Nor can he lay down the quantum to be given to him. It is for the parent to decide when and how much he should give to each of his children. In the same way, it is not for us to demand things of the Lord. It is the Lord who will decide what each of us should be given. Kooratazhvan’s sons were not married and Kooratazhvan, immersed in service to Lord Ranganatha and to Ramanuja, did not give the marriage of his sons a thought. But his wife was worried about their sons remaining unmarried. She wondered why her husband did not take steps to get them married. She urged him to do something for the future of his sons, and to ask Lord Ranganatha to help in the matter. Kooratazhvan, however, was determined not to ask the Lord for anything. When he went to the Srirangam temple as he did everyday, the Lord asked him if anything was the matter. Kooratazhvan, said that people were talking about the unmarried state of his sons. But Kooratazhvan did not pray for their early marriage. He did not put forward any request before the Lord. But the Lord took it upon Himself to see that the sons of Kooratazhvan were married soon. The Lord knew what Kooratazhvan’s family needed and He ensured that the sons of His devotee were married. The Lord knows what our problems are; and when the time is ripe, He offers us solutions. Sometimes the solutions may not be what we looked for, but we must learn to accept them as His will. A ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



Brilliant Brazil seals its place for Russia Messi-less Argentina goes down to Bolivia, in dire danger of missing out on a slot at the 2018 World Cup Finals Agence France-Presse Montevideo



Brazil became the first team to qualify for the World Cup on Tuesday after beating Paraguay to clinch an eighth consecutive victory as Argentina’s campaign stumbled after the shock suspension of Lionel Messi. Five-time champion Brazil had been left waiting in suspense after goals from Neymar, Philippe Coutinho and Marcelo handed it a 3-0 win over the Paraguayans at Sao Paulo’s Arena Corinthians. But Uruguay’s upset 2-1 defeat to Peru in the day’s final South American qualifier combined with other results meant Brazil is mathematically guaranteed a place at next year’s finals in Russia.



Messi ban unfair, says Barcelona BARCELONA



Lionel Messi’s four-match international ban for swearing at an assistant referee during a World Cup qualifying fixture between Argentina and Chile was “unfair and totally disproportionate”, his Spanish club Barcelona said on Wednesday. “FC Barcelona expresses its surprise and indignation at the decision by the FIFA disciplinary committee to suspend Leo Messi,” Barca said in a statement. “FC Barcelona wishes to reiterate its support for Leo Messi, an exemplary player in terms of conduct, both on and off the pitch.” AFP



Catalyst: Neymar, who excelled in Brazil’s facile win, is ecstatic after scoring one of the three goals netted by the ive-time champion against Paraguay. AFP *



Curry’s Warriors trump Harden’s Rockets LOS ANGELES



Stephen Curry scored 32 points as the Golden State Warriors withstood Houston star James Harden’s 20th triple-double of the season in a 113-106 NBA victory over the Rockets on Tuesday. The results: Wizards 119 bt Lakers 108, Trailblazers 122 bt Nuggets 113, Warriors 113 bt Rockets 106, 76ers 106 bt Nets 101, Hawks 95 bt Suns 91, Heat 97 bt Pistons 96, Bucks 118 bt Hornets 108, Timberwolves 115 bt Pacers 114. AGENCIES



TV PICKS WI v Pakistan: 2nd T20I, TEN 1 HD & TEN 3, 10 p.m. NBA: Sony Six & Six HD, 5.30 a.m. (Friday)



CM YK



Turnaround The qualification completes an astonishing turnaround for Brazil, which less than a year ago was in crisis after taking only nine points from six games. That run of results had left the Brazilians outside the qualifying places in sixth place.



WC QUALIFIERS Against Paraguay, Brazil was in party mode, with Coutinho opening the scoring on 34 minutes following a deft one-two with Chinabased midfielder Paulinho. Neymar had a chance to make it 2-0 in the 53rd minute from the penalty spot only to see his kick saved by Anthony Silva. On 64 minutes Neymar doubled Brazil’s tally, collecting the ball deep inside his own half and setting off on a surging run down the left flank. Neymar’s dribble ended with him curling in a shot which took a slight deflection on its way into the Paraguayan goal. Real Madrid defender Marcelo added a late third to seal Brazil’s win.



Rude shock While Brazil celebrated, Argentina and Messi was left digesting another stumble in its progress towards Russia as it slumped to a 2-0 defeat



in La Paz. Messi’s suspension left Argentina coach Edgardo Bauza forced to make a hasty reshuffle to his starting lineup, bringing in Atletico Madrid’s Angel Correa in attack while leaving Manchester City’s Sergio Aguero on the bench. Juan Carlos Arce opened the scoring for Bolivia on 31 minutes, heading in Pablo Escobar’s inviting cross before Marcelo Martins doubled the lead early in the second half. The results: CONMEBOL region: Brazil 3 (Coutinho 34, Neymar 64, Marcelo 85) bt Paraguay 0; Bolivia 2 (Arce 31, Martins 53) bt Argentina 0; Ecuador 0 lost to Colombia 2 (Rodriguez 20, Cuadrado 34); Chile 3 (Sanchez 4, Paredes 7, 22) bt Venezuela 1 (Rondon 62); Peru 2 (Guerrero 35, Flores 62) bt Uruguay 1 (Sanchez 30). CONCACAF region: Honduras 1 (Lozano 35) drew with Costa Rica 1 (Waston 68); Trinidad & Tobago 0 lost to Mexico 1 (Reyes 58); Panama 1 (Gomez 43) drew with United States 1 (Dempsey 39).



Stephen Constantine hails team’s ighting spirit India gets full points against Myanmar through Sunil Chhetri’s last-gasp winner; hosts Kyrgyz Republic next ANI YANGON



India registered its first win of the AFC Asian Cup qualifying campaign with a 1-0 win against Myanmar in a hardfought contest, courtesy a fluent counter-attack in the 90th minute through the flanks by Udanata Singh, which was finally bundled home by Sunil Chhetri. Following the win, the head coach of the team Stephen Constantine lauded the never-say-die attitude and said, “Myanmar had several chances to score, but we showed great spirit on the field. We never gave up mentally and that aided us in our



win. We had three to four chances in the match, but we could only take the one in the end. It was a very tight game and boys showed fantastic spirit to earn the win,” he added.



Big game “It was a huge game for us. Myanmar at home are always difficult to play”, said skipper Chhetri. “We had lost last time here but we supported each other till the end and getting three points is an immense result for us”. Substitute Udanta Singh brushed aside his marker in the 90th minute and raced



ASIAN CUP QUALIFIER off towards Myanmar’s defending half. With tired legs and perhaps aching muscles, Chhetri followed Udanta’s run and tapped Udanta’s cross home. India had earlier in the match created as many as four clear goalscoring opportunities, the best of which came to Jackichand Singh in the 31st minute, who failed to find the net from handshaking distance. “Football is all about taking your chances. We took ours and they (Myanmar) did



not take theirs. The credit goes to Myanmar for making it tough for us to play,” stated Constantine. “Any coach makes a substitution to try and change the game and our substitutions were brilliant. They really did the work for us. “This win (against Myanmar) does not matter much. We still have to take six points to be able to secure qualification to the final of the AFC Asian Cup 2019. India hosts Kyrgyz Republic next on June 13 as its second Asian Cup qualifier after taking on Lebanon in a friendly on June 7.



Saviour: Sunil Chhetri did the star turn for India by scoring the lone goal in the inal moments of the AFC qualiier against Myanmar on Tuesday. COURTESY: AIFF *



Spain beats France Agence France-Presse Paris



Spain defeated France 2-0 on Tuesday, while Sweden rallied from two goals down to beat Portugal 3-2 in International friendly matches. The results:At Tbilisi: Georgia 5 (Ananidze 18-pen, 77, Kvilitaia 32, 68, Arabidze 90) bt Latvia 0. At Sochi: Russia 3 (Vasin 3, Miranchuk 74, Bukharov 90+2) drew with Belgium 3 (Mirallas 17-pen, Benteke 42, 45). At Elbasan: Albania 1 (Balaj 68) lost to Bosnia & Herzegovina 2 (Dzeko 7-pen, Lulic 42). At Hesperange: Luxembourg 0 lost to Cape Verde 2 (Gege 8, Tavares 23). At Funchal: Portugal 2 (Ronaldo 18, Granqvist 34-og) lost to Sweden 3 (Claesson 57, 76, Cancelo 90+3-og). At Dublin: Ireland 0 lost to Iceland 1 (Magnusson 21). At Innsbruck: Austria 1 (Arnautovic 62) drew with Finland 1 (Jensen 76). At Amsterdam: The Netherlands 1 (Romagnoli 10-og) lost to Italy 2 (Eder 11, Bonucci 32). At Paris: France 0 lost to Spain 2 (Silva 68-pen, Deulofeu 78).



Intrigue at FIDE HQ Reuters MOSCOW



The president of world chess governing body, Kirsan Ilyumzhinov, said on Wednesday that an attempted “revolution” to oust him by falsely announcing his resignation had failed, and that he would serve out his full term and might even stand for re-election. A statement announcing he had resigned appeared on FIDE’s website on Monday. A letter from Ilyumzhinov saying that was “untrue” appeared on the same site on Tuesday along with a separate letter from Nigel Freeman, FIDE’s executive director, contradicting him and saying he had repeatedly declared he was quitting.



A ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



Snoop Dogg to induct Tupac into Hall of Fame



TB vaccine trial on adults begins in June R. Prasad



Snoop Dogg will induct the late rapper Tupac Shakur (in pic) into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, while Pharrell Williams will induct Nile Rodgers during a ceremony scheduled to take place in Brooklyn next month. The Rock & Roll Hall announced on Wednesday additional guests who would be on hand on April 7 at the Barclays Centre to induct this year’s newest class. AP



CHENNAI



LONDON



Letters written by Jackie Kennedy to a British diplomat rejecting his marriage proposal years after the assassination of her husband, U.S. president John F. Kennedy, were set to go under the hammer in London on Wednesday. The exchange was between her and David Ormsby Gore. AFP



In June this year, the Punebased Serum Institute of India Pvt. Limited will begin a Phase II/III vaccine trial for tuberculosis using a novel, recombinant BCG (bacillus Calmette-Guérin) vaccine. The double-blind, placebo-controlled, randomised trial will be carried out on 2,000 adults who have been successfully treated (and cured) for TB. While 1,000 adults will receive the vaccine, the remaining volunteers will receive a placebo. A single dose of the vaccine will be administered, and the volunteers will be followed up for a year. The trial will be conducted in 15-17 centres across the country. The new TB vaccine (VPM1002), which will be tested, is based on the BCG vaccine that is in use. However, it is more powerful and efficacious as it contains a



The trial will be carried out on 2,000 adults successfully treated and cured for TB. gene, better recognised by the immune system.



Safety test “Adults who have completed TB treatment will be first screened and enrolled if found eligible 2-4 weeks after completion of TB treatment,” says Dr. Prasad S. Kulkarni, Medical Director at Serum Institute. “Traces of the drugs may be present in the body for two weeks after completion of the treatment. Since the vaccine contains live,



weakened bacteria, the drugs can kill them if given earlier than two weeks after completing the treatment.” The vaccine will be first administered in 200 volunteers to test its safety. “If there are no safety concerns, the trial will continue in the remaining 1,800 volunteers,” he says. The safety of the vaccine has already been tested in two Phase I trials — 80 adults in Germany (2009) and 24 in South Africa (2010) — and one Phase 2a trial in South Africa in 2012 in 48 newborns who have not been exposed to HIV. “These trials have confirmed the safety of the vaccine,” says Umesh Shaligram, Director-R&D, Serum Institute. The results of the Phase 2a trial in newborns in South Africa, published in February this year in Clinical and Vaccine Immunology, has confirmed the safety of the vaccine.



The ‘tail end’ of a ritual Special Correspondent KOLLAM



Indonesian man found dead inside giant python MAMUJU



An Indonesian farmer was discovered inside the belly of a giant python after the snake was caught near where the man disappeared while harvesting crops, an official said on Wednesday. The body was found when locals cut open the python after it was found bloated. AFP



Chicken and egg problem



Pune-based institute to use novel recombinant BCG antigen



NEW YORK



Jackie Kennedy’s letters to U.K. envoy go on sale
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Cheered by hundreds of onlookers, including a good number of foreign tourists, the unique aanavaal pidi (catching the elephant’s tail) ritual was held on the precincts of the Umayanallur Sree Bala Subramanya Swamy temple in Kerala on Wednesday. The ritual, during which devotees chase an elephant in an area of about 100 square metres to catch its tail, is held in the Malayalam month of Meenam. Temple authorities said the ritual had been in place



Jumbo chase: The aanavaal pidi in progress at the Umayanallur Sree Bala Subramanya Swamy. C. SURESH KUMAR *



for the past 1,500 years, and it is symbolic of the beliefs about the childhood pranks of the god-siblings



Ganesha and Balasubramanyan. This year, tusker Kadavur Sivaraju was selected for the event.



Sensors implanted in brain, paralysed man feeds self



‘Snake robot’ can crawl into your gut



Bill Kochevar was left disabled after cycling accident in 2006



Jerusalem



A crack at hatching: French artist Abraham Poincheval sits on chicken eggs until they ‘hatch’ during a performance at the Palais de Tokyo in Paris on Wednesday. The 44-year-old ‘human hen’ aims at sitting on a dozen eggs for 26 days. Mr. Poincheval made headlines earlier this month after declaring his seven days inside a rock a “mind-altering trip". AFP *



Playing Tetris may help prevent PTSD



The smelly sneaker race 12-year-old wins U.S. contest for the worst-smelling shoe



Press Trust of India



Reuters



London



New York



Playing the video game Tetris hours after a distressing incident may help prevent the symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), a study has found. Researchers studied 71 accident victims, of whom half received the intervention (recalled the trauma briefly and then played Tetris), and half performed another task, all doing so within six hours of the accident. Results showed that those who had played Tetris had fewer intrusive memories of the trauma in total over the week immediately following the accident than the controls.



Seven young contestants from around the United States put their best and smelliest shoe forward at the 42nd National Rotten Sneaker Contest in New York City on Tuesday. Twelve-year-old Connor Slocombe claimed the first place title for having the worst-smelling sneaker after three prior attempts to win the contest in years past.



Cringing reaction The four judges of the contest, which was held at Ripleys Believe It or Not! Times Square, all cringed at the smell of Slocombe’s beat-up shoe. George Aldrich, a chem-



New world odour: A judge examines a sneaker during the Odour-Eater's Rotten Sneaker Contest in New York. REUTERS *



ical specialist at NASA, said Slocombe managed to create all the smells he sniffs for in a shoe. “One is the very putrid and then the pungent that



kind of gets up your nose and makes your eyes water,” Mr. Aldrich said. “And then the heave part, which is just an involuntary reaction. He had all three of them.”



Press Trust of India



Mr. Kochevar’s case is detailed by his doctors in a paper published on Tuesday in the journal Lancet.



Associated Press London



A paralysed man was able to feed himself for the first time in eight years, after doctors implanted sensors in his brain that sent signals to his arm. Bill Kochevar was paralysed from the shoulders down after a cycling accident in Cleveland in 2006. To help him move again, in 2014, doctors surgically placed two tiny implants into his brain to pick up signals from neurons from the area that controls hand movement. The signals are relayed through external cables to a computer, which sends commands to electrodes in his arm and hand muscles. After first practising with virtual reality, Mr. Kochevar was then able to drink coffee through a straw and eat forkfuls of mashed potatoes and



The signals are relayed through external cables to a computer. REUTERS *



macaroni and cheese on his own. “It was amazing,” the 56year-old Kochevar said. “I couldn’t believe I could do it just by thinking about it.”



Additional support But after years of being paralysed, Mr. Kochevar’s shoulder wasn’t strong enough to lift his arm, so doctors also provided him with a robotic arm support for extra assistance.



Previous uses “We know that [in paralysed people] the spinal cord is damaged and the signals from the brain do not make it down to the muscles. And so in our system, we have effectively bridged that,” said researcher Bob Kirsch of Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, the study’s senior author. Similar technology has previously been used to help a few paralysed people in experimental studies do things such as grasp a bottle, hold a toothbrush and move their legs. However, the brain and muscle implants haven’t been used beyond the laboratory and are not a cure for paralysis.



Scientists have developed a tiny, ingestible 3D-printed snake-like robot that can navigate through the small intestines, and could one day be used to visualise the digestive system in real time. The robot, called SAW (single actuator wave-like robot), moves in a wavelike motion and can travel through the extremely squishy environment of the small intestine, researchers said.



Rotating helix shape “The external shape of the robot is a 2D projection of a rotating helix. The result is a continuously moving wave. We can simply reverse the direction by reversing the direction of rotation of the motor,” said David Zarrouk, a mechanical engineer at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev in Israel.



Japan scientist’s ‘typhoon turbine’ Atsushi Shimizu aims at harnessing nature’s fury to tackle country’s energy woes Japan turned to expensive and polluting fossil-fuel options when it shut down dozens of nuclear reactors in the wake of the 2011 Fukushima accident.



Agence France-Presse Tokyo



Most people look for a place to hide when a typhoon is on the horizon, but Atsushi Shimizu hopes that the fury of nature may one day help resource-poor Japan tackle its energy woes. As thousands of Australians seek shelter from a “monster” cyclone battering the country’s northern coast, the Tokyo-based engineer believes that his bladeless wind turbine can not only stand up to the raw force of these destructive storms, but also harness that power to generate electricity. Mr. Shimizu’s egg-beater shaped creation — it has three cylinders and a central rod — responds to wind coming from any direction and doesn’t use a propeller to CM YK



Let there be power: Atsushi Shimizu’s bladeless wind turbine leverages the Magnus efect to generate electricity. AFP *



spin. Instead it takes advantage of the Magnus effect, a force that sees air curve when passing by a spinning object, such as a football. “There are some estimates that wind power has more potential here than



solar,” said the 37-year-old, who quit his job at an engineering firm to launch startup Challenergy in 2014. “But we haven’t been able to turn that much of this wind power into actual energy here in Japan,” he said.



Public wary A quake-sparked tsunami swamped the plant in Fukushima, sparking the worst atomic disaster since Chernobyl in 1986. Six years later, a wary public is resisting government efforts to switch reactors back on — boosting interest in solar, wind and other renewable energy sources. The amount of electricity produced by wind nearly doubled in 2016 from a year earlier, according to a recent survey by the Japan Wind Power Association. A ND-ND
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Swaraj India’s plea rejected



Meat of the shelves



The end of an era



Into the deep



The High Court has dismissed a petition by Swaraj India for a common symbol in the upcoming civic polls Page 2



The Hindu drives across Meerut, Sahibabad and other areas after a crackdown on illegal slaughter houses, shops Page 3



As Regal prepares for its last four shows, let’s rewind to the majestic days of New Delhi’s premier theatre Page 5



Caving is gaining popularity as an adventure sport in India. We go underground in Meghalaya Page 6
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Locals say police taking unfair action against them



IN BRIEF



Representatives of RWAs meet Gautam Budh Nagar District Magistrate, say police targeting innocent men during probe into attack on Nigerians Purusharth Aradhak



Will keep you safe, cops tell Africans



Greater Noida



Civic bodies waived house tax for BJP leader: AAP NEW DELHI



Deputy Chief Minister and AAP leader, Manish Sisodia, on Wednesday alleged that the BJP-led municipalities had waived the house tax for BJP leader Vijay Goel’s mansion. He questioned that if they could exempt their leader from paying the tax, then why can’t regular Delhiites be exempted? CITY



쑺 PAGE 2
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‘75% of cases registered last year unsolved’ NEW DELHI



The Centre on Wednesday admitted in the Rajya Sabha that the Delhi Police have been unable to solve 75% of the cases registered last year. Just 25% or 50,423 cases were solved of the total registered cases — 2,16,920 — in the city in 2016. CITY



쑺 PAGE 3
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Justice Ahmed bids farewell to Delhi HC NEW DELHI



Following the recent attacks on Africans in Greater Noida, representatives of the Residents’ Welfare Associations (RWAs) met Gautam Budh Nagar District Magistrate N. P Singh on Wednesday and alleged that the police were taking unfair action against residents and social workers during investigation into the incident. The representatives claimed that some residents, fearing police action, had sent their young children out of Greater Noida. The meeting took place at Mr. Singh’s camp office in Sector 27, Noida. A delegation of representatives from the Noida and Greater Noida RWAs submit-



Africans are < > The engaged in antisocial activities. They must understand our law and culture... the police and the government should understand the other side of the story and what past resentment sparked the recent incident



Hold conidence-building meeting Hemani Bhandari New Delhi



Feeling unsafe: Representatives of Residents’ Welfare Associations (above) meet Gautam Budh Nagar District Magistrate N. P Singh; Maria Burendi (left) was allegedly attacked by some goons on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT, PTI



ted a memo to Mr. Singh. “Nigerian students are engaged in drug peddling. Class-XII student Manish Khari was murdered by five Nigerians. The police detained five Nigerians but later released them. When the family and supporters of the deceased organised a peaceful candle march, some people went on a rampage and attacked Nigerians. The police booked innocent persons. It is an unfair action. We demand immediate arrest of those Nigerians involved in killing Manish,” the



memo read. The RWAs said that the police was working under pressure and not initiating action against those involved in killing Manish. “We believe in Atithi Devo Bhava (The guest is equivalent to God), but the Africans are engaged in anti-social activities in Greater Noida. They must understand our law and culture. The way they behave in the city is totally unacceptable. We condemn the attack on Nigerians but at the same time, the police and government



should also understand the other side of the story like what resentment sparked the incident,” said one of the representatives. After hearing the complaints, Mr. Singh told the representatives that attacks on foreigners would not be accepted at any cost. He, however, assured them that no innocent people would be booked. “After thorough examination, accused are identified and arrested by cops. So far the police have only conducted searches for those whose names surfaced during questioning of the arrested,” Mr Singh said. “False information is spread about Africans such



as they are cannibals. African nations always stand by India and any attack on Africans in India hurts these ties. Misconceptions are leading to differences. We are addressing these misconceptions,” Mr. Singh told The Hindu, after the meeting.



Kenyan woman attacked Just hours after the meeting, media outlets started reporting about a young Kenyan woman being attacked. The woman, identified by the police as Maria Burendi (25), alleged that she was beaten and kicked in the abdomen while she was travelling in a cab. An FIR has been lodged with Greater Noida police station.



Justice Badar Durrez Ahmed, who will soon assume the charge as the Chief Justice of Janmmu & Kashmir High Court, on Thursday advocated increased use of technology in the process of delivering justice, especially in criminal cases while observing that the rule of law means diferent things to diferent people.



Inefective probe into mob attack at Rajiv Chowk



CITY 쑺 PAGE 4



New Delhi



DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



The investigation into the mob attack on three African men at Rajiv Chowk metro station on September 28, 2014, flies in the face of repeated claims by the Delhi Police that they are doing everything to deter attacks on Africans in the Capital. While the Greater Noida police have been able to identify the perpetrators of the recent attack on Nigerians, the Delhi Police made little headway in the investigation into the Rajiv Chowk incident despite a video clip, which went viral, showing



Memo submitted by RWAs



Despite having video evidence, Delhi Police closed the case saying they ‘could not trace the accused’ video throwing rods and landing blows on the three helpless men.



Shubhomoy Sikdar



DU teachers, students march against autonomy NEW DELHI



Hundreds of teachers, students and non-teaching staf from colleges ailiated to Delhi University (DU) organised a march from Mandi House to Jantar Mantar on Wednesday. The march was organised to “say no to fragmentation and privatisation of DU through autonomous colleges”. CITY 쑺 PAGE 4 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



Colony gate falls, kills 13-year-old



Proof: Stills from a video showing a mob attacking Africans at the Rajiv Chowk metro station on September 28, 2014.



Police (Metro) Jitendra Mani confirmed to The Hindu that a closure report had been filed in 2015 but could not recall the month it was filed. Mr. Mani said that the police were unable to identify even one person among the crowd of people seen in the



the merciless beating taking place at a police post in the presence of policemen. The Delhi Police submitted a closure report last year while telling the court that the “accused could not be traced”. Deputy Commissioner of



The incident On September 28, 2014 three youths: Mapaga (22) and Yohan (22), both from Gabon; and Guira (20) from Burkina Faso, had an argument with a group of three local passengers who accused them of misbehaving with a woman, an allegation they deny. The two groups had a scuffle and all six were taken to a the police booth at the station. The three locals were soon joined by others and



the mob went berserk hitting the African men with bare hands, kicks or whatever they could lay their hands on. The video footage that was widely shared later showed that one of them even climbed atop the police post to save himself from the onslaught. The bid proved unsuccessful as the crowd resorted to throwing rods at him. The victims had back then alleged that it was a racist attack and a case of rioting, causing hurt and damage to public property against unknown persons which eventually ended in a closure.



CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



Hard to breathe



New Delhi



A 13-year-old boy died while another minor sustained critical injuries after a heavy iron gate fell on them while they were playing in south Delhi’s Krishna Park, police said on Wednesday. A case has been registered and police are investigating as to how and why the gate, weighing roughly 400kg, fell. Police said that three cousins Ajay (13), Sumit (8) and Vivek (9) were playing in front of the Praveen Devi Temple on Wednesday when the gate fell. Ajay was pinned down by the gate while Sumit sustained critical injuries. Vivek escaped unharmed. Ajay and Sumit were rushed to Batra Hospital where the 13-year-old



Better ties: Oicials and Africans at a meeting on Wednesday to boost conidence of the foreigners. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



IIT student jumps of fourth loor of hostel Staff Reporter New Delhi



was declared brought dead on arrival. Sumit is undergoing treatment.



‘Old rusting gate’ “We don’t know how this happened. It’s Navratri time and they were all so happy,” Sumit’s father Hari Kishan told The Hindu. “Ajay lost his life on the way to the hospital,” he added. The family said that the gate was rusted and had been there for many years which is why it couldn’t take the impact of the hot weather. “The gate was allegedly installed by the Residents’ Welfare Association,” said a senior police official. The area’s AAP MLA Prakash Jarwal said that the RWA was illegal and so was the gate. “The RWA is to be blamed. The gate was weak,” he said.



‘Little has been done’ However, Samuel Jack, president of the Association of African Students in India, said that the police has been able to do little to make them feel safe. “There have been only two meetings in the past one year, one in April and the other in January, wherein the police wanted to know how the situation is,” Mr. Jack said, adding that in the second meeting, no Indians were present. “I am not aware of any meetings that have happened in localities. However, when we tell them about our issues, they tell us those issues are not under their control,” Mr. Jack said.



Suspected suicide bid; sufers fractures



Eight-year-old boy critically injured Staff Reporter



In the wake of attacks on Nigerians in Greater Noida, the Delhi Police on Wednesday organised a meeting with people from African nations in an attempt to assure them that everything is being done to ensure their safety in the Capital. “Many of them pointed out the language problem. They said that whenever there’s a scuffle, locals blame them without knowing their side of the story because they can’t understand English,” said ADCP (South) Chinmoy Biswal, adding that to solve the problem, police officials that come to the scene can communicate in English. The meeting was held at the NSU Auditorium in south Delhi. Mr. Biswal added that through the meeting, junior police officials got a fair idea of what line of action to take in matters involving Africans. After the raid in Khirki Extension by former Delhi Law Minister Somnath Bharti in January 2014 and murder of Congolese teacher Masonda Ketanda Olivier in 2016, the police said they had taken several measures to make Africans feel safe in the city. “In their respective districts, senior police officials have been holding meetings



with Africans and local residents in order to sensitise both. The last meeting was a couple of months ago where some of them told us about problems with the landlord and we addressed them,” said JCP (South Eastern Range) R. P. Upadhyay, who has been appointed the Nodal Officer for the initiative. Delhi Police Public Relations Officer Madhur Verma said that the police makes sure that senior officers monitor complaints, which involve Africans.



Poison in the air: A Delhi Traic Police personnel wears a mask while managing traic at ITO crossing on Wednesday. The Supreme Court has imposed a ban on sale and registration of all vehicles not conforming to Bharat Stage (BS) IV emission norms from April 1 to curb rising pollution levels. SANDEEP SAXENA *



A first-year student of the Indian Institute of TechnologyDelhi (IIT-D) allegedly attempted suicide by jumping from the fourth floor of his hostel building in the early hours of Wednesday, police said. While he has not provided his statement, preliminary investigations have revealed that he was depressed over pursuing engineering. He had left no suicide note. The 19-year-old student is admitted to the AIIMS Trauma centre with multiple leg fractures. A senior police officer said that around 4 a.m., the



victim was asked by his roommate to accompany him downstairs for a walk. While the friend went downstairs, the teen allegedly went to the balcony on the fourth floor and jumped off. The friend heard a loud thud and found the student screaming on the ground and bleeding profusely. The student lived in Vindhyachal hostel. Additional Deputy Commissioner of Police-I (South) Chinmoy Biswal said that the student was probably depressed as it has emerged that he did not want to study engineering. Police are trying to verify if he was using anti-depressants.



High Court orders retrial in ive 1984 anti-Sikh riot cases Bench notes that the judgments in the ive hearings relect a “very perfunctory and hasty disposal” of the cases Akanksha Jain New Delhi



Tragedy: The gate weighing nearly 400kg fell on 13-year-old Ajay (inset) on Wednesday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



CM YK



Observing that the killing of men of a single community were not “simple murders” and that the “police, prosecutors and even the courts appeared to have failed the victims”, the Delhi High Court on Wednesday ordered retrial in five 1984 anti-Sikh riots cases in which all the accused were acquitted in 1986. A Bench of Justices Gita



Mittal and Anu Malhotra ordered re-trial in five cases registered on the complaints of Daljit Kaur, Swaran Kaur, Jagir Kaur and Baljit Kaur. “Prima facie the judgments reflect a very perfunctory and hasty disposal of the cases, which has deeply troubled our judicial conscience,” the Bench said, while issuing show cause notices to the four accused — Balwan Khokkar, Mahender



Yadav, Dhanraj and Mahender Singhall — asking why the cases against them should not be re-tried. “Perhaps, had these terrible offences in 1984 been punished and the offenders brought to book, the history of crime in this country may have been different. We are of the view that if we fail to take action even now, we would be miserably failing in our constitutional duty as



well as in discharging judicial function,” said the Bench. The suo motu directions to reopen the cases were issued by the High Court as it was hearing an appeal by the CBI against the acquittal of Sajjan Kumar by a trial court in 2013 in a case pertaining to the killing of five Sikh men in Delhi Cantonment area during the riots. It was also hearing the appeals of Balwan Khokkar, Ma-



hender Yadav, Girdhari Lal, Kishan Khokkar and Captain Bhagmal, who were convicted by a trial court for allegedly conspiring and inciting a mob against the Sikh community. During the hearing of these appeals, the Bench noticed five judgements from 1986 in which the accused persons had been acquitted by the trial court. The Bench noted that the



cases had been decided in five months and many crucial witnesses had not been examined. In one case, the prosecution produced only four police witnesses and the trial was completed in five months. The Bench has directed the Delhi Police to investigate the issues and fixed the matter for April 20. It has also asked the complainants to appear before the court. B ND-ND
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‘BJP-led civic bodies waived Cong plans health, education revamp Panel to house tax for party leader’ screen Last of party’s blueprints presented in run-up to civic polls Staff Reporter New Delhi



Sisodia questions why the regular Delhiite can’t be exempted from paying the tax Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



Deputy Chief Minister and AAP leader Manish Sisodia on Wednesday alleged that the BJP-led municipalities had waived the house tax for BJP leader Vijay Goel’s mansion. He questioned that if they could exempt their leader from paying the tax, then why can’t regular Delhiites be let off? Addressing the media, Mr. Sisodia said the municipal corporations had, in August last year, decided to exempt house tax on Mr. Goel’s ‘haveli’ (mansion), but when the AAP proposed the same exemption for the commoners, the BJP raised questions.



‘Why are rules different’ “If the House (Municipal Corporation of Delhi) can waive tax of a BJP leader’s haveli, then why does one need to go to the Parliament to do the same for common people?” Mr. Sisodia asked. “Why are rules different for the common people and the politicians,” he asked. He added that if voted to power in the civic elections, the AAP would use the same rules and power to exempt house tax for common citizens, which the BJP-ruled corporations had used for its leader. The party had proposed that if voted to power in the municipal elections next month, it would scrap house tax and will also waive



BJP begins inalising list



*



pending dues.



‘We proved ourselves’ Both the BJP and Congress have been contesting that such a waiver of house tax cannot be done without a nod from the Parliament. The AAP has since been producing documents and portions from the Delhi Municipal Corporation Act to prove their claim. “They doubted us when



we claimed in the Assembly elections that we will slash electricity and water bills. But we proved ourselves before the public. We have made another promise and we will fulfil that. There are several other avenues of revenue for the municipalities. It does not have to be through blackmailing and taking bribes from people in the name of house tax,” he said.



the House < > If(Muncipal Corporation of Delhi) can waive tax of a BJP leader’s haveli, then why does one need to go to Parliament to do the same for common people? Manish Sisodia Deputy Chief Minister



Big guns: (from left) Congress leaders Salman Khurshid, Ajay Maken, P.C. Chacko and Shashi Tharoor release the party’s agenda for health and education on Wednesday. R. V. MOORTHY *



HC rejects Swaraj India’s plea for common poll symbol



Jatin Anand



Staff Reporter New Delhi



The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Wednesday narrowed down on the names of 3,000 probable candidates for the municipal elections next month from a list of 33,000.



The Delhi High Court on Wednesday dismissed the petition of Yogendra Yadav-led Swaraj India for a common symbol in the upcoming municipal polls. The court observed that provisions to display photographs of the candidates on ballot paper and Electronic Voting Machines (EVM) for the first time in the elections next month would help voters identify the candidate they want to vote for. “In their quest for perfecting the franchise system in the country and discharging the onerous duty cast on them by the Constitution and the enabling provisions, the Election Commission of India (ECI) and the State ECs have been inventing and reinventing themselves and coming up with new measures to make the process as transparent as is possible. It is in furtherance to discharging the said duty that the respondent No.1/SEC has for the first time decided that



IN BRIEF



photographs of candidates shall appear on the ballot papers and EVMs in the ensuing MCD elections. This shall be of great assistance to voters who can easily identify the candidate in whose favour they propose to cast the vote,” said the court.



‘No disadvantage’ “The petitioner cannot claim that it is being put to a disadvantage vis-à-vis candidates nominated by registered recognised political parties. Even without a common symbol their candidates can be identified from their photographs featuring on the ballot papers/EVMs. Some practical difficulties were expressed on behalf of the respondent No.1/SEC relating to providing adequate number of EVMs at every polling booth and other logistics, which would have arisen if the petition would have been allowed. That not being the position, the court declines to delve into the above aspect,” said Justice Kohli.



without a < > Even common symbol candidates can be identiied from photographs on ballot papers/ EVMs Delhi High COurt



Poll debut: Swaraj India was loated in October last year by Yogendra Yadav and advocate Prashant Bhushan. FILE PHOTO *



The High Court also agreed with the submission made by the State Election Commission that every delay is significant when it comes to approaching the Court with a grievance related to conduct of elections.



‘Too late to interfere’ It also noted that it was very late in the day to interfere in the election process, which is no longer imminent, but well underway. Swaraj India, meanwhile,



claimed that non-allotment of a common symbol to a registered party amounted to discrimination as the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) was granted such a relief when it had contested for the first time. It had sought quashing of a March 14, 2017, notification and an April 2016 order, which said that nominees of such parties would be treated as independent candidates for allotment of symbols. Swaraj India was floated



Heat takes toll on protesting farmers As many as 64 people taken to hospital for stomach pain, dehydration, body ache Staff Reporter



Will move SC, says Yadav



NEW DELHI



Accolades for Delhi ilm-maker NEW DELHI



Manisha Gupta, a Delhi-based intellectual property rights professional-turned filmmaker and screenwriter, was recently awarded for her debut screenplay for a short film titled “Fall” in Spring...?? at festivals in Warsaw and Noida. Ms. Gupta also bagged the award for the second best short screenplay at Los Angeles in 2016, besides being honoured at the DSIFF-2016. STAFF REPORTER



No need for CCTV cameras: JNUSU NEW DELHI



The Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) administration’s move to install CCTV cameras at hostel entrances for security and to curb thefts has been criticised by the JNU Students’ Union (JNUSU). The JNUSU said it was unfortunate that the university had decided to install cameras before discussing the matter with those who would be affected. STAFF REPORTER



CM YK



‘Multiplicity of authority’ “We may have lost these children from the education net altogether. It would be difficult to catch up later with vocational training,” he said. The Congress also proposed setting up an empowered group to improve education and involve community-based organisations to partner with schools. The party said it would set up a Delhi City Leadership Academy to train teachers. According to the Congress, the six hospitals run by the corporations only add to the multiplicity of authority. “The job of the corporations is to provide primary health-



care, but they have six superspeciality hospitals. On the other hand, the Delhi government is setting up mohalla clinics and dispensaries, which is the responsibility of the civic bodies,” said Mr. Maken. He added that the Congress would hand over the municipality-run hospitals to the Delhi government, which had been asking for the same, only to be denied by the BJP-ruled civic bodies. Mr. Khurshid, meanwhile, spoke of a “crisis situation” with reference to vectorborne diseases. He said that preventive measures would also get a boost, especially since dengue, malaria and chikungunya cases were rising each year. The party has also proposed primary health centres at Metro stations and mobile diagnostic centres. It will also release separate manifestos highlighting promises for the youth and residents of slums, unauthorised colonies and resettlement colonies, said Mr. Maken.



Raising questions: Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia addresses the media about the Aam Aadmi Party’s promises ahead of the civic polls next month, on Wednesday. V. SUDERSHAN



New Delhi



10 names from each ward The meeting of the 19-member Delhi BJP Election Committee, which a senior member skipped, was held at the party’s State headquarters. “We have over 10 probables to chose from for each ward. Several rounds of narrowing down will take place, after which the final list will be placed before the national leadership,” said a party source. According to the BJP State chief Manoj Tiwari, it was after deliberations with district presidents and MPs that the names of “serious candidates out of the applications received were presented before the committee. The BJP will ensure selection of candidates in the next two days.”



Hospitals run by the municipal corporations will be transferred to the Delhi government and quality of education will be improved if the Congress wins the civic elections next month, the party said on Wednesday. With this, the Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee (DPCC) released its blueprint for improving education and health services provided by the municipal corporations. Former Union Ministers and MPs Shashi Tharoor and Salman Khurshid presented parts of the plan. In the run-up to the elections, the Congress has released separate documents outlining its agenda for fiscal management and solid waste management. The series ended on Wednesday with the document on education and health. Public suggestions would be incorporated in the party’s manifesto, said DPCC president Ajay Maken. Speaking at the event, Dr.



Tharoor said that declining enrolment in municipal schools could mean that “children were being left out”. From 2012-2013 to 20152016, enrolment had come down by 50,000, he said, adding that the children who attended these schools were usually from poor families and were unlikely to join private schools.



The rising mercury seems to be wreaking havoc with the health of protesting Tamil Nadu farmers, who now claim to have sought reinforcements from their native villages. On Wednesday a 62-yearold farmer, Mahadevan from Oorudaiyapatti of Tiruchi district in Tamil Nadu, was taken to a nearby hospital due to dehydration and vomiting. The protesters said that 64 people were taken to the hospital recently for various reasons such as stomach pain, dehydration, body pains and upset stomach.



Seeking drought relief “When we began the protest, there were over 150 farmers, but as their health deteriorated some of them were sent back. But, more farmers and youngsters from our State are on the way to Delhi to support us,” said Sadasivam, a protesting farmer. The farmers, who have been protesting for the last 16 days, are refusing to give in until their demands, in-



Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



National president of the newly formed Swaraj India party, Yogendra Yadav, on Wednesday met the protesting farmers at Jantar Mantar. Accompanied by the convenor of the collective Jai Kisan, Avik Shah, Mr. Yadav demanded an early resolution to the protest, which has been going on for more than a fortnight now.



Not giving up: The farmers have been protesting at Jantar Mantar for the last 16 days. SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY *



cluding a drought relief package of ₹40,000 crore and a farm loan waiver, are met. Cutting across the polit-



ical spectrum, leaders of both regional and national parties, including some actors have offered support to the farmers.



‘Plan to file petition’ “We have been fighting for the rights of farmers for many years now. We will move the Supreme Court to demand adequate relief measures. We will file a petition in this regard,” he said, adding that he would plan a trip to all the drought-hit areas of Tamil Nadu in May. The farmers have been protesting with skulls of what they say belong to fellow farmers who killed themselves over mounting debt.



last year by Mr. Yadav and advocate Prashant Bhushan, who were expelled from the AAP. The party, registered in February 2017, has contended that the Delhi Symbols order was “illegal, arbitrary, capricious, unreasonable and selective, destroying the very fairness of the proposed electoral process itself”. It said that providing it a common symbol would create a level playing field among all parties, whether recognised or not, and ensure free and fair elections. It also challenged the February 21, 2017, and March 7, 2017, orders of the poll panel declining the party’s request for a common symbol.



‘Party is unfazed’ Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



Reacting to the High Court decision on Wednesday, the party alleged it was an AAP conspiracy to deter them.



‘Doesn’t matter’ “The day we began our MCD campaign, we knew that we didn’t have financial backing and resources. We also knew that we do not have a government backing us. Today, we know we don’t have a symbol. Doesn’t matter,” the party’s national president Yogendra Yadav said, adding the party “will contest elections and hope for a better Delhi.” Party spokesperson Anupam said the AAP government sat on the proposal of the State Election Commission to amend rules barring unrecognised parties to have a common symbol only to harm them.



JNUTA puzzled over UGC clariication letter Association says no reply received yet Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



The Jawaharlal Nehru University Teachers’ Association ( JNUTA) on Wednesday highlighted the “puzzling case of a letter of clarification received from the UGC on February 27, 2017”. It said that a clarification had been sought from the commission, but no information had been received yet. The letter in question is a reply from the UGC to a communication from the JNU administration on December 29, 2016. The university had said that the current admission policy was at variance with the commission’s May 2016 notification. It also asked for permission to modify certain provisions in the light of the policy adopted by the university based on social justice. The reply from the UGC stated that the regulations were mandatory and applicable to all universities without any deviation. It added that the regulations have been framed after detailed deliberation with the help of experts and had the approval of the HRD Ministry. It further added that



any policy of the university in contravention of UGC regulations needed to be amended/revised.



‘Come clean’ The JNUTA, however, alleged that on February 11 the JNU administration sent an email to the faculty announcing “clarification from UGC”, listing an admission procedure contrary to what the February 27 clarification stated. The JNUTA in a release asked: “Did the JNU administration lie when it stated to the faculty that it had received clearance from the UGC for applying deprivation points and a 20% viva-voce? Or did the UGC give a go-ahead to clarifications and then change these positions?” They demanded that the UGC and JNU come clean, as only this could end the recursion of clarifications about clarifications. “Until they do so, JNUTA shall not stop asking the questions, as we would not like to believe that fabrication and falsification holds sway in the JNU administration and the UGC,” the JNUTA said.



candidates Damini Nath New Delhi



The wait for the first list of Congress candidates for the municipal elections, which was expected by Wednesday, could last longer as the party has set up a top-level committee to screen applicants. The All-India Congress Committee has appointed a panel comprising senior leaders Anand Sharma, Manicka Tagore and Randeep Surjewala to screen candidates, said Delhi Congress president Ajay Maken on Wednesday. Earlier, the party had set up district-level committees, with outside observers, to screen applicants.



It is routine, says party On Monday and Tuesday, senior leaders of the Delhi Congress had said the first list of candidates would be released by Wednesday. The appointment of the committee, which the party says is “routine”, comes a day after Youth Congress representatives met party vice-president Rahul Gandhi. Indian Youth Congress spokesperson Amrish Ranjan Pandey said that they had asked Mr. Gandhi to give younger leaders a chance, which he said the latter had agreed to. Mr. Maken, meanwhile, reiterated that the selection of candidates would be based on the choice of party workers.



Akhilesh, Jaya for SP Press Trust of India New Delhi



Former UP CM Akhilesh Yadav, his wife Dimple Yadav and Rajya Sabha member Jaya Bachchan are among the Samajwadi Party’s (SP) star campaigners for the April 23 civic polls.



First list soon “As many as 76 party leaders are in the first list of top campaigners for the civic polls. Our party chief Akhilesh Yadav, Dimple Yadav, Jaya Bachchan, general secretary Ram Gopal Yadav, and several SP MPs, MLAs, MLCs and member of the national executive will be campaigning for our candidates,” said the party’s Delhi unit chief Usha Yadav. The BJP, meanwhile, has lined up UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath for campaigning, among others. The Congress, too, has fronted big guns. The SP plans to field candidates on all 272 seats. “Our first list of candidates would be out soon,” said Ms. Yadav.



No fee hike for private schools on govt. land Staff Reporter New Delhi



The Delhi government has directed private schools being run on Delhi Development Authority (DDA) land to not increase their fee for the upcoming academic session.



DoE issues circular A circular issued by the Directorate of Education (DoE) has also instructed private schools not on DDA land to not increase fee beyond 10% citing implementation of the 7th Pay Commission. Approval needed In January, the Supreme Court had ruled that schools that were granted subsidised land by the (DDA) would not be able to hike fee without approval from the government. The DoE had also sought proposals of fee hike from schools, directing them to seek prior approval. Of the 168 schools that applied for hike during the 2016-17 session, only five received the nod. B ND-ND
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Meat of the shelves, but can be bought discreetly The Hindu drove across Sahibabad, Modinagar, Muradnagar and Meerut on Wednesday, days after the crackdown on illegal slaughter houses, shops have a licence < > We but it’s yet to be



Soumya Pillai New Delhi



An innocuous question — “where can I buy meat from?” — is met with curious glances and varied responses in Uttar Pradesh. Some will ask you to hush up, others will ignore your query and a few may lend a helping hand by pointing towards shops and offering tips on how to buy meat. The Hindu drove across Sahibabad, Modinagar, Muradnagar and Meerut on Wednesday, days after the new government’s crackdown on illegal slaughter houses and retail shops selling goat, buffalo and cow meat.



Bare bones: (Above) Mehboob, the owner of Abdul Wahab Meat Shop on Meerut-Hapur Road, said prices of chicken have gone up. (Below) Modern Halal Shop, a meat shop in Sahibabad, has been shut for the past 10 days now due to non-renewal of licence despite applying for it almost ive months ago. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR *



Tension in the air The tension in the air might have led to closure of shops and slaughter houses, but buying meat is still possible with a lot of perseverance and use of the right phrases. The entire process is nothing short of sealing a drug deal. Mohammad Sheikh, a roadside barber at Sahibabad in Ghaziabad, secretly directed us to a meat shop in the Preet Nagar market. “I will take you to the owner and you can tell him how much meat you want,” he promised. At the shop, we were greeted by closed shutters and some chicken coops kept outside. A minute later, a man in a stained brown baniyan and a checked lungi emerged from the shop. The barber took him aside to explain our requirement and came back with a frown. He told us that a kilo of lal chhota (goat meat) would cost ₹700 and lal bada (buffalo meat), which is the cheaper variant, would cost between ₹380 and ₹400.



renewed. We had applied for renewal almost ive months back. Doing business has become diicult now... A meat shop owner



Shut: According to locals, over 25 slaughter houses and illegal factories have been sealed in the past week near Alipur. *



SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR



Despite no restriction on sale, the price of chicken too has seen a surge from ₹150 per kg to to ₹220. “We don’t have lal chhota now, but we can deliver it,” said the man, adding, “We have a licence but it’s yet to be renewed. We had applied for renewal almost five months back. Doing business has become difficult now.”



Discreet exchanges Similar scenes of discreet exchanges were witnessed at Muradnagar’s Qureshi Wali Gali. The entire street is known for its meat and chicken market. On Wednesday, however, all shops were shut and the lane wore a deserted look. The only people walking around were a few shop owners looking for “genuine buyers”. Amir, a shop owner, remarked that most meat sellers were now butchering and cleaning carcasses in their backyards. The Hindu was unable to verify this claim. “The butchering and cleaning takes place at night. Three days ago, a neighbour was caught butchering in his yard at night. The police took ₹20,000 and the carcass was



buried. This is a new business — mint money and spoil the livelihood of minorities like us,” he said. He claimed that many shops on the street had proper licences, but the authorities and cow vigilantes have been beating up people and closing shops without proper verification. “Shops are being burnt without anyone asking for the documents. We should have been given some time to get our documents in place,” said Sameer, the owner of Shan Chicken Shop on Meerut-Hapur Road. “A few months back when the Akhilesh government was in power, municipal officials had taken rounds of the area and money from those who didn’t have licences to get their documents made. Neither were the documents made, nor was the money refunded.” Locals said the worst hit were the slaughter house workers. With many slaughter houses and rendering plants shutting down, thousands of workers are jobless. Over 25 slaughter houses and illegal factories have been sealed in the past week near Alipur. However,



not everyone is unhappy with government crackdown. Santosh Kumar, the security head at one of the packaging plants in the area, said a team of at least 50 municipal and police officers conducted surprise raids and sealed factories there. Barring three, all units were shut. “This entire lane only has slaughter houses and factories doing meat business. I think the drive by the U.P. government is commendable in many ways. Since 1994, I have been working here. I have never seen a State government get its hands into the meat business. It’s brave of them to do it,” he said.



Rendering houses The locals said several complaints had been registered against illegal rendering houses operational in the area. “The entire area smells foul when the plants are operational. No one cares about maintaining hygiene,” said Raghubir Kumar, a local tea vendor. The All India Meat and Livestock Exporters’ Association have noted that such blanket closures would lead to major loses. The association said U.P. accounts for nearly 50% of India’s total meat exports and that such a decision would affect the livelihood of 25 lakh people directly or indirectly.



‘How will we feed our families if government shuts our shops?’ Apprehensive about the very future of the trade across Gurugram, meat shop owners said 4,000 to 5,000 people will be left jobless due to move Jatin Anand Gurugram



A day after local Shiv Sena activists “asked” them to down shutters during Navratri, there was uncharacteristic desolation on the streets of Sadar Bazar’s Meat Wali Gali and apprehensions about the very future of the trade across Gurugram. Far from the high rises that have come to characterise this bustling representative of Haryana in the National Capital Region, meat shops owners in the old part of Gurugram such as Sadar Bazar, Hans Park and Rajendra Park said they feared “the government” wanted them to shut shop permanently from April 1, thus rendering anywhere between 4,000 and 5,000 of them jobless for the foreseeable future. “The problem in Gurugram, where most of us have our own animals for slaughter, has nothing to do with supply issues like the ones being faced by shopkeepers in Delhi or Noida. They have to purchase their stock from Ghazipur in east Delhi. Our problem is how



DELHI TODAY Talk: Seminar on ‘How not to Institutionalize: The case of Maia in Coal Mines in India’ by Dr. Yugank Goyal, Associate Professor, OP Jindal Global University at Seminar Room, Nehru Memorial Museum & Library (NMML), Teen Murti House, 3 p.m. Talk: Special Lecture on “India Studies in China: Retrospect, Prospect and Beyond” by Prof. Sui Xinmin, Dean at School of Politics & Law, and Director of Center for South Asia Studies in Zhongyuan University of Technology, Zhengzhou, at ICS Seminar Room, Institute of Chinese Studies, 8/17, Sri Ram Road, 3 p.m. Music: 70th edition of Shriram Shankarlal Music Festival - 2017. Performing artistes: Girija Devi (Vocal), Ajoy Chakraborty (Vocal) at Lawns, Shriram Bharatiya Kala Kendra, Copernicus Marg, 7 p.m. Music: “Santanu Datta Trio” - an Indo-French Musical Treat with Santanu Datta, Pierre-Antoine Lasnier and Shubasis Bhattacharya at Alliance Francaise De Delhi, 72, Lodhi Estate, 7 p.m. Paintings: Solo show of paintings by Jitendra Kumar at Gallery No. 6, Lalit Kala Akademi, Mandi House, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. Screening: Documentary ilms screening: “From Chicago to the Karoo” (Multilingual) at Casuarina Hall, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 7 pm. Screening: “Gwalior – A journey of Indian music” ilm screening in English with subtitles at C.D. Deshmukh Auditorium, India International Centre (IIC), 6:30 p.m. (Mail your listings for this column at [email protected])
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will we feed our families if the government shuts our shops, according to rumours, from April 1,” said Mohammad Fakhruddin (name changed), a meat shop owner based near Rajeev Chowk.



Rehabilitation “No less than 5,000 people will lose their livelihoods if that happens. Will the government rehabilitate or compensate us in any way? And how will it make up for the demand for chicken and mutton from lower sections of society which we cater to? Construction workers and auto drivers can’t afford imported meat from malls,” he said, adding that his sons, who usually sit behind the counter, had asked him to take over after a “flag march” being carried out in the area on Tuesday evening. A few kilometres away at Sadar Bazar, a walk down Sant Kabir Chowk leads one to the celebrated Meat Wali Gali. This street, according to local residents, has “never seen downed shutters” even during Navratri. “This market has always



remained open but this time the shopkeepers decided to shut down for a few days till Navratri ends. Some said they were having supply issues, while the others decided not to take a risk,” said Shakir Khan, who identified himself as an employee from one of the shops sitting among a group of half a



dozen young men utilising the space to catch up on gossip, tea and game of cards.



Navratri time According to Reza Khan, another one choosing to speak up from the group, Navratri had in fact “softened the blow” that “developments in Uttar Pradesh” had dealt to



the meat trade across the NCR. “The real effect will be felt after they [the Navratri] are over. Gosht sirf ek nahin, saari quam ki pasand hai [meat isn’t the preference of just one but all religions].” Qadir Ansari, who was sipping tea outside his half shut shop on the main road at Rajendra Park said, “I just came



to settle some accounts with my supplier today [on Wednesday].” Insisting animatedly that he “wasn’t selling any meat”, he said a few minutes later, “This has never happened...Demand for meat products used to dip a little during Navratri, but we were never out of work like this.”



Closed: The bustling Meat Wali Gali in Gurugram wore a deserted look on Wednesday. MANOJ KUMAR & JATIN ANAND *



‘75% cases registered last Attack on ATM guard year not solved by police’ leaves police puzzled Most unsolved cases fell under the non-heinous category



ATM still intact; guard was hit on the head from behind



Sentence in drunk driving case reduced Nirnimesh Kumar New Delhi



Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



The Centre on Wednesday admitted in the Rajya Sabha that the Delhi Police have been unable to solve 75% of the cases registered last year. During the Question Hour, Rajya Sabha member (nominated) K.T.S. Tulsi said just 25% or 50,423 cases were solved of the total registered cases — 2,16,920 — in the city in 2016. Both figures were provided by Minister of State for Home Affairs Hansraj Gangaram Ahir while responding to a question by MP Ram Kumar Kashyap. Mr. Ahir told the House that most unsolved cases fell under the non-heinous category, i.e., crimes that were



less serious in nature. The reply, however, failed to convince Mr. Tulsi, who said all offences were cognisable in nature and the total figure reflected that 75% of cases remained unsolved in Delhi.



Criminal justice “What kind of criminal justice can we expect in the country if this is the condition of the national Capital, where the Central government is directly responsible for police functions?” said Mr. Tulsi. Mr. Ahir said thefts formed a major part of the unsolved category as well as non-heinous category as did petty fights. He said it was more difficult to trace the accused in cases of thefts. As far as cases of vehicle thefts



are concerned, he said, even victims don’t pursue the case once insurance claims are settled. According to data provided in Mr. Ahir’s reply, 8,238 cases of heinous crimes were registered, of which 6,190 were solved. Of 2,01,281 cases of non-heinous crimes registered, 50,423 were solved. In the case of non-IPC cases, of the 7,401 cases registered 5,660 were solved. He added that only 10 of 2,155 rape cases remained unsolved last year. Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh told the House that the Delhi Police’s record in the non-heinous category was similar to their counterparts in leading cities of the United States and the United Kingdom.



pital staff in the morning. Mr. Kumar told us that he had woken up around 2.30 a.m. and everything was fine. He later felt someone hit him hard on the head, after which he fell unconscious. He didn’t see his attacker,” said DCP (southwest) Surender Kumar, adding that as per doctors, Mr. Kumar was hit by a stick.



Staff Reporter New Delhi



A 46-year-old security guard at the State Bank of India ATM in south-west Delhi’s Sagarpur was allegedly knocked unconscious by an unidentified person early on Wednesday morning. However, the attack left the police puzzled since the ATM is still intact.



Fell unconscious Ramesh Kumar, an employee with CSID security agency, went to sleep inside the ATM premises on Tuesday night. According to the police, he woke up around 2.30 a.m. on Wednesday. Some time later, he was hit from behind and fell unconscious. He regained consciousness around 5.30 a.m.



No clue: The incident happened at the SBI ATM in south-west Delhi on Wednesday morning. *



SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



and called his wife to the ATM. His wife took him to PSRI Hospital at Raja Garden. “We were informed about the attack by the hos-



Motive unclear On reaching the spot, the police found the ATM intact. “We don’t have the CCTV footage so far, so we can’t say what happened. Whether it was personal rivalry or a robbery attempt. It’s difficult to say whether it was a robbery attempt since the ATM wasn’t tampered with,” said Mr. Kumar.



Observing that “every road user has the right to be safe on road, whether as a driver or as a pedestrian,” a court here has reduced 30 days’ simple imprisonment of the driver of a commercial vehicle to seven days’ simple imprisonment in a drunken driving case. “The convict, Karambir, was driving the vehicle under the influence of liquor. As per the breath analyser report, he was found to have an alcohol content of 953 mg/100 ml. in his blood as against the permissible limit of 30 mg/100 ml. By doing so, the appellant [convict] put his own life at risk and also that of others,” the Additional Sessions Judge said. B ND-ND



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



4 CITY



NOIDA/DELHI



THE HINDU



THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2017



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



Murder accused arrested



Family beats man to death over suspicion Suspected involvement in son’s murder



Staff Reporter New Delhi



Staff Reporter



A 42-year-old man accused of fatally shooting his lover’s husband in north-east Delhi’s Gokulpuri was arrested on Tuesday while trying to flee the city from Anand Vihar ISBT, the police said.



NEW DELHI



Scuffle over wife The police also recovered the murder weapon and bloodstained clothes from his residence at Chand Bagh. Hasan Abbas was nabbed after the police received a tip-off. “We checked all his possible hideouts and even sent a team to his native village in UP, but didn’t find him there. We apprehended after a tip-off,” said DCP (north-east) Ajit Kumar Singla. The accused entered the home of victim Ghulam Abbas at Brijpuri on Sunday with a double-barrel gun and shot him in the thigh following a scuffle over his wife. The victim allegedly told the accused to leave his wife alone. However, Hasan refused and pulled the trigger. The victim later died at Guru Teg Bahadur Hospital.



A man was beaten to death in north-west Delhi’s Bhalaswa Dairy by a family over suspicion that he was among the murderers of their son who was killed in December last year. The police have arrested six people in the case while investigation is underway.



Confuesed identity On Wednesday, the victim identified as Narendra (31), a resident of Mukundpur Vihar, was brutally beaten by Anchal Mishra, his father Dilip Mishra, sisters Neetu and Sushma, and several



others as they suspected his involvement in their son Chanchal Mishra’s murder. The accused used sticks and knives to attack Narendra. According to the police, the family confused him with another person named Narendra who was involved in Chanchal’s murder, for which 5 people were held. Narendra was immediately taken to Babu Jagjivan Ram Hospital where he succumbed to injuries. “We have arrested six people, including Chanchal’s family, and are looking for others who beat him,” said DCP (North West) Milind Dumbere.



9-year-old moves NGT Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



A nine-year-old has moved the National Green Tribunal (NGT) alleging inaction by the Centre to mitigate the adverse impact of climate change. The NGT has now issued notices to the Ministry of Environment and Forests and Central Pollution Control



Board asking them to respond in two weeks. The plea — filed by Uttarakhand resident Ridhima Pandey through her legal guardian — said children are more vulnerable to pollution from the burning of fossil fuels that causes climate change and referred to issues like rise in sea level, melting of glaciers and snow packs.



Justice Ahmed bids farewell to Delhi HC



From Mandi House to Jantar Mantar



To soon assume charge as Chief Justice of J&K High Court Akanksha Jain NEW DELHI



Justice Badar Durrez Ahmed, who will soon assume the charge as the Chief Justice of Jammu & Kashmir High Court, on Thursday advocated increased use of technology in the process of delivering justice, especially in criminal cases while observing that the rule of law means different things to different people.



Emotional speech Justice Ahmed was given a farewell by his colleagues and the members of the Bar who were all praises for his intellect, etiquette and humble nature. Justice Ahmed, who has served as a judge of the Delhi High Court for 14 years, broke down several times while delivering his farewell speech. “Every day that I have spent in this court has given meaning to my life,” Justice Ahmed said. “This is what I feared,” he said as he broke down at the start of his speech. “It has



Justice Badar Durrez Ahmed been a difficult day,” said an emotional Justice Ahmed. He also advised senior lawyers to encourage their juniors to argue and guide them when they are in difficulty while asking junior lawyers to temper their arguments with politeness and civility. He also said that the lawyers must not say anything in the court resulting in the loss of their credibility.



Defining justice Justice Ahmed also observed that “there was a need to understand that rule of law means different things to different people — for a young



girl about to be harassed, justice means her cries for help are heard and she is saved. For a 12-year-old labouring in a coal mine, justice means he is guaranteed childhood and education while for a family locked in its house fearing an angry mob knocking at the door, justice means their calls to 100 are answered quickly and they are saved”.



‘Gifted personality’ Justice Ahmed was enrolled as an Advocate in 1980 with the Bar Council of Delhi and started practice in the Supreme Court of India and Delhi High Court. While bidding him farewell, Chief Justice G. Rohini said he was a “gifted personality and an example of leadership”. In the recent past, Justice Ahmed had passed a range of orders and directions to ensure enhanced police force for women safety in the Capital, improved mortuaries, cleaner air and efficient solid waste management.



Push to go digital at street vendors’ meet Conference on adapting to changing market Ayan Sharma New Delhi



Street vendors from different parts of the country were urged at a conference on Wednesday to adopt digital platforms in order to sustain their business in today’s fast-changing market space. The push for digitisation came in a session called ‘Organising and Sustainability’ as part of the National Conference and Annual General Meeting of the National Association of Street Vendors of India (NASVI) in the city.



Safer and faster Manish Chauhan, a panellist in the session, emphasised the use of digital payment options as they would



CM YK



DU teachers, students march against autonomy



lead to safer and faster transactions between the customers and vendors. “All you need is a smartphone and apps like Paytm or BHIM for this. This little effort on your part will help enhance your business as many customers nowadays prefer digital platforms only,” Mr. Chauhan told a gathering of over 500 vendors. The highlight of the hour-long discussion was the stiff competition that the vendors faced from bigger players in the organised sector. Different ideas were presented and discussed for the vendors to be able to cope with the changing dynamics of their business.



Taking a stand: Members of DUTA march against ‘privatisation of DU through autonomous colleges’. SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY *



Staff Reporter New Delhi



Hundreds of teachers, students and non-teaching staff from colleges affiliated to Delhi University (DU) organised a march from Mandi House to Jantar Mantar on Wednesday. The march was organised to “say no to fragmentation and privatisation of DU through autonomous colleges”. Teachers at the rally said that DU was public-funded and that “education was not for sale”, which it would be if certain colleges were granted autonomy.



Organised by the DU Teachers’ Association (DUTA), the rally protested against the government’s agenda of pushing autonomy for colleges without any discussion or debate in the public domain or Parliament. “The proposal to grant autonomous status to colleges identified on the basis of accreditation and ranking is an incentive to commercialise education in the form of self-financing,” teachers said. They added that it would adversely impact affordable and quality education.



2 accused connected with IS plead guilty Say they want to rehabilitate selves Nirnimesh Kumar New Delhi



Two men charged with criminal conspiracy to raise funds and recruit people for the Islamic State, on Wednesday, moved a Special Court here pleading guilty to the charges, saying they are remorseful and want to join the mainstream.



Notice to NIA Azhar-ul-Islam (24) from Jammu and Kashmir and Mohammed Farhan Shaikh (25) from Maharashtra decided to admit to the charges about a month after the court decided to send them for trial. District Judge Amar Nath, who is seized of the case, issued notice to the National Investigation Agency (NIA) asking it to file



replies to the pleas by the accused by April 10. The application moved through M. S. Khan, the counsel for the two accused, said that the “accused are remorseful of the acts alleged against them. There is no prior criminal record against them and they want to join the mainstream, be productive for society and rehabilitate themselves.” “The applicants are pleading guilty without any pressure, threat, coercion or undue influence,” the accused said in their joint application. The court had last month framed charges against both the accused and Adnan Hassan (36) for allegedly hatching a criminal conspiracy to raise funds and recruit people for the IS.
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End of an era



elons it occupied pride of place. In newspaper advertisements, if Regal showed a film no other hall’s name could precede it in the listings. It had pomp. It had class.



As Regal prepares for its last four shows, let’s rewind to the majestic days of New Delhi’s Premier Theatre Ziya US Salam



In the evening of life, Regal basked in mellow sunshine. The best of films from the biggest of banners still kissed its age-old screen though the rumbustious energy of its pomp was missing. Sajan was no Sangam . Nor was Maachis quite Manthan . Unlike its contemporaries, Regal, mercifully, was not ever reduced to playing re-runs of hits of yore or stoop to give space to films once churned out by Mithun Chakravorty, and later Dharmendra when offerings like Jallad , Chandaal and Johrabai, etc made a killing at lesser halls. Not for Regal the detour to shoe string budget. A cinema that was the pick of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and his colleagues, could not be seen shopping in the flea market of cinema. Indeed, Regal in its hey day had no peer – and what a hey day it had! The day lapsed into weeks, months and years. And Regal continued to be the first choice of distributors, exhibitors and film stars when it came to the release of their films. Not for nothing was it graced by Raj Kapoor at the release of his films. The showman was known to be here for the noon show, the first day, first show crowd could never have enough of him. From here, he would go to Moti in Chandni Chowk and on to West End. The first stop though was invariably Regal. Often he would stay at Imperial in the vicinity and drive down in an Ambassador. Such was the love the



cinema shared with him that when other halls developed cold feet over Satyam Shivam Sundaram ”, Regal's owners, the Dayals, played true friends, screening the film then criticised for its skin show. In a concession to those who believed that women were best covered, the Dayals had a havan to propitiate the deities before the film’s release. The film went on to do fine business, notching up a silver jubilee when little known Apsara cinema in East Delhi and Chaudhary in Ghaziabad joined it in celebration. Rather aptly, and not without a poignant note, Regal has decided to close down with two offerings of Raj Kapoor – Mera Naam Joker and Sangam .



Art house fare Regal was among the earliest to lend its screen to arthouse fare. Films of Mrinal Sen, Shyam Benegal, and later Goutam Ghose were played to discerning audiences. The arthouse fare usually started in daily four shows but settled for a longer innings in the morning show. Incidentally, it was in morning show that the best of Tamil and Malayalam flicks could be seen here in the 70s and even the 80s. The same decade saw Regal step in to give a longish run to K. Viswanath's Sur Sangam when other theatres felt it was not a wise decision to screen a film based on classical music and dance in a city not known for such artistic sensibilities. Amazingly, the film found takers, and the owner could scoff at



First among equals: For decades, Regal was the irst choice of ilmmakers and distributors in Connaught Place; posters of Raj Kapoor’s “Sangam” and “Mera Naam Joker” which will be showcased on the last day SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY



Diminishing footfall Then it all began to unravel. First came the morning shows chosen artfully for those with lust in mind. Then came competition from video parlours. Soon came the multiplex assault, and Regal was left waging a battle for survival. The diminishing footfall meant the management could not invest in new technology. Quietly, Regal ceded its top billing. If big banners showed their films here till the end, it was only as a concession to its past; Regal fed for long on brownie points doled out by history. Yet it stayed the course. Its occasional housefull lightboard, its polite ushers, the weighing machine near what was once a porch with tall trees, the juice-seller. All were there. They would still be there. But come this Friday, and New Delhi's Premier Theatre dating back to 1932 would be history. Mercifully, it will be part of history too.



*



the critics. Not for nothing were they the guys to host the India premiere of Gone with the Wind ! That was in the early days, the time when Regal stepped up to play the best of foreign films. The premiere of The Robe was attended by the Prime Minister. Nehru soon proved that he was not an occasional visitor here by bringing the print of Delhi Chalo , a film which talked of Netaji Subash Chandra Bos’s fight for Independence. His entire Cabinet came down to Regal which then presented a picture of the best of both worlds. Designed by Walter Sykes George on a property that initially belonged to Sir Sobha Singh, Regal’s inside architecture had enough Mughal influence, the frescoes, the half dome technique and all. In early days, it hosted the best of drama too. It staged “The London Review Company” as also “The Russian Ballet Troupe”.



Out of the box It was, however, a cinema that Regal was to carve out its place in the annals of en-



tertainment. Why? Simply because watching a film here was seldom about the film alone. As Ghalib said about his poetry, “Hain aur bhi duniya mein sukhanwar bahut achche/Kehte hain ki Ghalib ka hai andaz-e-bayan aur”. One could say the same about Regal. Other cinemas showed a film; Regal made you experience life in its many hues. The audience, first they came in for a movie, then lounged around with friends, or shared moments of togetherness in the box – Regal’s box offered patrons unique joys. Sitting there they could watch a hundred people but barely a prying eye could catch them. The film over, they would go to Davicos, Gaylord or Standard, depending on the decade they hailed from. Some Lefties opted for coffee house; denizens of Shahjahanabad often took an ekka or a tonga home. The fact that the same film would be showing in the Walled City mattered not a bit. Regal was a hangout zone for the young and the young at heart. In social ech-



Like the middle sibling! The best way to go is to exit silently. Nobody can fault Golcha’s way of departure. No exercises at nostalgia, no heart-thumping last shows. Just finally, the curtain down on last time. Almost like an autumn leaf, Golcha quietly stepped aside from the highway of cinema. A little before Regal; a little after its contemporaries like Majestic, Jagat and Novelty. Nobody but the die-hard took notice. Aptly too, for Golcha was almost like the middle sibling. Not for it the attention reserved for the first child, nor for it the tantrums of youngsters. Like the middle child, Golcha went about its business almost unnoticed, often under celebrated, but always certain, always confident. Golcha hosted them all: the mansabdars of Mehal Sarai, the faithful around Namk Haram ki Haveli, the carpet weavers of Matia Mahal and the calligraphers of Urdu Bazaar. It beckoned too the Sahibs of South Delhi. Between Delhi old and new, Golcha built a bridge few could have imagined. In its prime in 1950s – it started in 1954 with the screening of Sant Kabir –



and up to the ‘80s, if a film graced its big, wide screen, it was taken for granted that the film was here for a long run. Seldom did a film come one Friday and go away the next. Bimal Roy's Madhumati was among the early hits. Then came K. Asif's Mughal-eAzam . Unfortunately, here too, Golcha lost out on a piece of history: the film’s print arrived on an elephant back at Novelty, not so here. Yet the film went on to set box office records, and Golcha with its thickly woven carpets, walls with pietra dura technique on wall decoration, flawless screen and luxurious seats scored over its rivals in the vicinity. With films like Chaudhvin ka Chand , and later Hum Kisise Kum Nahin , Golcha was seldom short of patrons. The footfalls was impressive, so much so that black marketeers often hovered around the premises, looking to make a fast buck, Soon though Golcha was to have its date with controversy: B.R. Chopra’s Nikaah that talked of triple talaq played here for an entire year. So powerful was the hall’s sound system that the film found



repeat audience here. One could often overhear some women speak on behalf of Salma Agha, the heroine, shown as a victim of instant divorce. Nikaah was not a solitary song, long as it was. Golcha maintained its premises very well, kept the admission rate affordable, and its canteen stuff reasonable. Reason enough for it to show Shah Rukh Khan’s films like Dilwale Dulhaniya Le Jayenge and Dil to



Pagal Hai to housefull crowds. Later, Salman Khan became a darling of the crowd here, helping Golcha stay afloat in the age of multiplexes. Yet, Golcha could never shake off the tag of being number two. All exhibitors opted for Connaught Place quartet first, Golcha came next. If Regal was a life long love affair, Golcha was like a season’s crush. It was good as long it lasted.



Flag-bearer of folk music



IN BRIEF



Ustad Rehmat Khan Langa will be remembered for taking Rajasthani folk music to global stage Shailaja Khanna



Badshah rules Rapper Badshah, famous for Punjabi songs, regaled music lovers with his party numbers like DJ wale Babu and Wakhra Swag at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium. The rapper made the audience dance on his foot tapping songs at Hungama Bollywood Music Project. The event showcased an array of musical genres such as Punjabi, Sufi.



Book launch The French Ambassador to India, Alexandre Ziegler launched romantic fiction novel Harp by entrepreneur Nidhi Dalmia at his residence on Nyaya Marg. The book is set in the late-1960s and revolves around the lives of three young protagonists. The novel offers an interesting blend of characters.



Voice that binds: Rehmat Khan Langa



Ustad Rehmat Khan Langa, who passed away this past Monday, has left a vacuum that will be hard to fill. The Langas and Manganiyars represent an ancient folk tradition of Rajasthan, Sindh and parts of Gujarat, that goes back in time more than 10 generations or 1000 years. This folk tradition is rooted in raga music and many compositions sung by them even today are in pure unadulterated raga and can be learnt as “lakhshan” (path showing) geets. The patrons of the Langas were Muslim; the patrons of the Manganiyars Hindu, according to Bhutte Khan Manganiyar, from Barmer, even though both communities are Muslims. But in every other respect, their tradition has one root.



The community was called upon to perform on every festive occasion – be it a birth, wedding or anniversary. They are the repositories of the traditional old compositions with appropriate lyrics for each occasion. Some of the instruments they use even today are historically of archival value as they remain virtually unchanged for centuries. Their art is carried forward orally and only within the family; it has traditionally not been taught to outsiders or even daughters who will marry outside the family. Thakurani J Himmeth Singh, married into a prominent Jaipur family, affirmed that “families like ours, not only the royals, felt a duty to sustain these traditional entertainers; our families were linked with theirs for generations. They



called upon us in times of financial need. Wherever possible we called them over on all festive occasions so the patronage continued. Recently at the wedding of my grandson, we had a concert.” In fact, the Jaipur Viraasat Foundation set up by her late brother Thakur John Singh had done a lot of work for the Manganiyars in the region. Ustad Rehmat Khan Langa was a unique musician – not only had he got the kind of recognition in India and abroad that a folk musician rarely gets, he was also easily ahead of his fellow folk musicians. As Bhutte Khan Manganiyar of Barmer says, “Unhone hamme raaste dikhaye; hum unhi kee raah pe chalte hain. Dil se hum unhe shradhanjali pesh karte hain” (he showed us the way musically, we follow in his



footsteps, and we salute his memory from our heart”) Born in 1956, Rehmat Khan was teaching folk music at the National Bal Bhawan in Delhi – a first, as never before has folk music been taught in the guru shishya parampara way. A song that he composed some time ago “Haanji, re banni tu” has been adopted as the signature song of the “Beti Padhao, Bachao” campaign launched by the Prime Minister. He is on record talking about this poignant song



is a vast and < > Theirs ancient tradition, I hope the progeny of Rehmat Khan keep alive this tradition that has been in the family for centuries



“The song is about a mother’s wishes for her daughter at all stages of her growing up; feeding her “malaai” (cream) , sending her to school, college, getting her a job…”. Malini Awasthi, another versatile folk artist from Uttar Pradesh is mourning the demise of Ustad. Pandit Vishwamohan Bhatt, who hails from Rajasthan, and has collaborated with folk artists from the State, says it’s a “huge loss”. Ustad Nishat Khan who has also played in concert with the Manganiyars and Langas of Rajasthan commented, “Theirs is a vast and ancient tradition, I hope the progeny of Rehmat Khan keep alive this tradition that has been in the family for centuries. The passing away of an artist with ‘taalim’ before his time is indeed very sad.”



5 EVENTS WORTH-YOUR-WHILE



FESTIVAL



DANCE



Atirathis Maharathi Anveshana Society For Performing Arts will stage a new dance theatre production, “Atirathis Maharathi” directed and choreographed by Sangeeta Sharma exploring the duality, the inner conflict of three central protagonists of Mahabharat, Karan, Arjun and their mother Kunti. Venue: Andhra Bhawan Auditorium, New Delhi Time: 7 p.m.



CM YK



Utkal Divas DOSA a cultural organisation is organising the Utkal Divas celebrations. There will be Anupriya Deotale’s violin performance followed by Gatikrishna Nayak’s vocal performance, Swati Wangnoo Tiwari’s Kathak recital and dance performance by Chandrakanta Suttar and group. Venue: Shankarlal Concert Hall-North Campus, DU Time: 5.30 p.m.



MASALA TRAIL



MUSIC



CHOR BIZARRE



Navratra special



Santanu Datta Trio



Festival special



Alliance Française de Delhi Presents “Santanu Datta Trio” an Indo-French musical treat with Santanu Datta (vocals and guitar), Pierre-Antoine Lasnier (bass) and Shubasis Bhattacharya (tabla and percussion instruments). The group plays famous Indian songs and Western classical music. Venue: M.L. Bhartia Auditorium, 72, Lodhi Estate Time: 7 p.m.



The Navratra thali at Chor Bizzare, Bikaner House strikes a balance between fasting and feasting by offering dishes including arbi ki galawat, chirongi ki dal and singhara ka paratha, accompanying the more traditional khatta meetha kaddu and aloo tamatar ki sabzi. Venue: Pandara Road, New Delhi Time: 12 noon to 3.30 p.m. and 7 p.m. to 11.30 p.m.



Masala Trail present the special Navratra thali specially crafted by Osama Jalali which offers sabudana alook ki tikki chaat, mix fruit salad, sama ke chawal with vegetables, paneer ki subji with kaaju gravy, aloo dahi subzi, arbi ki subzi, kittu ki poori, carrot and cucumber raitas, sabudana papad and makhane ki kheer. Venue: 52, Janpath, New Delhi Time: 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
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What lies beneath: (Clockwise) The entrance to Krem Pdein Laphiang in Karkhana and Krem Mawpun, Mawsynram MARCEL DIKSTRA



GOING UNDERGROUND



1. HANG SON DOONG, VIETNAM: Considered the largest cave in the world, it is also known as Mountain River Cave. It is said a 747 could ly through its largest cavern. 2. THE GUÁCHARO CAVE NATIONAL PARK, VENEZUELA: Guácharo Cave, located in northeastern Venezuela, has a stunning collection of stalactites and stalagmites. It also houses one of the largest guacharo or oilbird colonies. The birds leave the cave each evening to search for fruits. 3. MULU NATIONAL PARK, SARAWAK, MALAYSIA: A UNESCO heritage site that has extensive cave systems, including the Deer Cave, one of the single largest cave passages in the world.



In caverns measureless to man



4. KRUBERA CAVE OR VORONJA CAVE, ABKHAZIA, GEORGIA: Considered the Mount Everest of caves, Krubera Cave is the deepest cave in the world. 5. CHEVE CAVE, MEXICO: Another deep cave located in Mexico, which is still being explored. Spelunking here requires experience and skills such as climbing and even scuba diving.



AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA



Caving is gaining popularity as an adventure sport in India. We go underground in Meghalaya, which has some of India’s most complex and longest cave systems



RESHMI CHAKRABORTY



Anirban Saha, 27, cannot get the image of a natural pond and the spectacular stalagmite formations that he saw inside Krem Mawmluh, in the hills of Meghalaya, out of his mind. The Kolkata-based entrepreneur went caving more than three years ago, but the experience is one he would recommend to every adventure lover who wishes to explore something new. The underground holds fear, curiosity and fascination in equal measure, and caving can be an experience that’s hard to top. Entering a space where the terrain is hard to predict is thrilling. Add to that steeple-like stalagmites, suspended stalactites created by thousands of years of dripping water; wading through crystal-clear underground streams; spotting nests of cave pearls (small, round calcite formations found in limestone caves); and coming across banded rock walls that bring geography lessons alive. What’s more, you don’t need to go too far from home to find that world either. The Khasi, Garo and Jaintia Hills in Meghalaya have some of the longest and deepest cave systems in the world, with most being limestone and sandstone caves. In fact, caving expeditions have been conducted in Meghalaya for the past 20 years, largely by locals and Europeans.



Into the deep



and soft skills developer from Delhi, first went caving six years ago, and has been hooked on ever since. She is now trained to survey and map caves, and was recently part of a team of cavers that partially explored Krem Puri, said to be one of the longest sandstone caves in India, and among the top sandstone caves of the world. Keen on introducing this dark, demanding yet captivating world to others, Jain launched her endeavour, Go Caving With Richa, and recently took a batch of cave newbies to Krem Mawpun, a cave with a stream passage. She thinks it’s important that more Indians try out caving. “Tourism caving can be a small introduction to this amazing world of caves in Meghalaya. Those who like the experience or are serious about cave conservation can go further and learn how to survey them and gradually gain skills to join expeditions,” says Jain.



Dazzling display The Waitomo Glowworm Caves in New Zealand’s North Island are lit up by thousands of glowworms. This gives the dark caves a greenish glow and travelling through them is a surreal experience.



Richa Sharma Jain, a communications



It’s puzzling how little is known about the vast network of caves in Meghalaya. While Saha discovered it during a trip to Northeastern India and was open to the idea of caving, Brian Dermot Kharpran Daly, 70, says it’s because you don’t really have such complex caves in other parts of India and there is a lack of awareness. Daly is a Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Award winner and formed the Meghalaya Adventurers Association (MAA) in 1990. He has been one of the key people behind the documentation of the caves of Meghalaya. “Caving is like any other adventure sport, venturing into the unknown,” Daly says, adding, “though when it comes to caving, 10% is adventure and 90% is scientific work.” Daly has been part of much of that scientific work himself. Since 1992, speleologists (those who scientifically study caves) from India, the UK and other parts of the world, and skilled cavers, have been conducting the Abode of the Clouds expedition, and have managed to document, survey and explore more than 1,000 caves in Meghalaya, with over 460 km of cave passages. “The best caves in India are to be found in Meghalaya,” says Marcel Dikstra, an Amsterdam-based antiquarian bookseller, who has been part of some of these expeditions since 2014. While not everyone has the level of fitness, stamina, expertise and interest to be part of a caving expedition, that



FITNESS AND CONSERVATION



How it do you really need to be? Jain says that a reasonable level of itness is important, just like for any other adventure sport. “Caving involves short climbs, wading through shallow pools and even swimming and rope work if needed.” Saha suggests doing breathing exercises before you go caving, and regular walking. Cavers are aware of the ecological signiicance of these caves with formations that date back to a million years and take extreme care not to destroy any. You can spot a certain hesitation in opening up caving for adventure tourism. Jain believes it could open up to responsible tourists and lead towards the formation of caving clubs in future.



AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA often involves rappelling down vertical shafts and a fair amount of swimming, it can be an experience without parallel. Dikstra and Jain both rate Piel Klieng Pouk in Sielkan National Park, Meghalaya, as one of the most amazing caves they have surveyed.



The beginner’s guide So what kind of caves should an adventure-loving beginner experience? Dikstra suggests Krem Mawpun. “The cave is the resurgence of an underground stream which can be followed



along its spectacular underground course for two kilometres. A trip up this cave is well worth the effort, and can be done by anyone reasonably fit.” Gregory Diengdoh, who runs Meghalaya Adventure Tours, the tourism arm of MAA, says very few caves are selected for tourism, keeping safety and conservation purposes in mind. He mentions Krem Mawmluh, apart from Mawpun. Caving is best done in the dry season, from October to March, and Diengdoh points out that it is gradually



becoming known among adventure lovers around the country. Fitness trainer and clinical nutritionist Sangita Vishwanathan has come back for more caving experiences since her first one. The reasons are many. “Each cave is different from another. Once you are inside, in that stillness, with the drop in temperature and with your head lamp lighting up the pitch dark, you see life from the cave’s point of view. It is an experience worth putting on your bucket list and I think it is finally picking up in India.”
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TRAMPLE AROUND



Notes from a small island Rambling walks, summer showers and languid conversations... travel should also be about a saner pace of life



prathap nair



What is it like to be slow and mindful when you travel? How is it to make room for surprises and stay away from instant gratification encouraged by the various elements of social media? Once, when I was travelling in Sri Lanka’s hill country, I met April Albanez, a Filipino-American nurse who has been on the road for more than a year. Albanez believes in travelling slow, taking leisurely trips, meeting people along the way, and enjoying whatever the moment throws at her. This might range from going on a 10-day long meditation retreat in Japan, to listening to the tricks of the trade from chiselled, long-haired surfer dudes in the East coast of Sri Lanka. All at whim, perhaps. Other than a vague schedule that majorly includes the duration for the country she is visiting, Albanez’s calendar is free for unbridled surprises. The pleasures of not having a fixed plan delineate her travels and present moments of epiphany. We decided to spend the next day in hiking up to a major view point in Ella, Sri Lanka. What transpired was a day of rambling walks on windy mountain roads, getting caught in unpredicted summer showers, striking up conversations with CM YK



roadside vegetable vendors and generally idling for hours over cold beer in a restaurant that is partially closed in preparation for a Sri Lankan wedding reception. We never reached the view point. Towards the end of the day, we realised we have done mostly zilch. But I felt the day was rich nevertheless. That day, I enjoyed the pleasures of slow travel. Pico Iyer put it succinctly in an article about slow travel. “This used to be known as idling, but in a multi-tasking world, in which we seem to be living at a pace dictated by machines, going at human speed suddenly begins to look like sanity and freedom.” In an extremely interconnected



world, the need to disengage from the constant onslaught of social media updates has become increasingly relevant. This has spurred a set of resorts that offer to keep your phones away or help you stay away from the Internet by installing jammers in place. In my opinion, however, you don’t necessarily have to pay a bomb to let someone take your phone away from you so you can unwind. Slow travel offers the perfect opportunity. But, are we ready to travel with mindfulness? In Iyer’s words: “It takes courage, of course, to step out of the fray, as it takes courage to do anything that’s necessary, whether tending to a loved one on her deathbed or turning away from



that sugar-coated doughnut.” Oh and Albanez doesn’t have a phone. I can’t wrap my head around the fact that a long-time traveller like her can do without a phone. She lost hers; it accidentally fell into the grill of a sewer, while she was strolling the city of Kuala Lumpur. Perhaps taking it as a sign, she never felt the need to replace it. She makes do with free WiFi whenever it’s available, which is more often than you’d imagine. The world is full of restaurants offering the traveller free WiFi and you only need to muster courage to look away from it. The writer is an independent journalist who lives in Stuttgart, Germany, and often writes stories that intersect food and travel B ND-ND
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