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Hanford’s 300 Area – Southern Gateway to the Hanford Reach National Monument Will this area be safe for public use? Not if USDOE’s cleanup plan is approved.



Photo showing 300 Area in 1976



Until the mid-1990’s the long trenches parallel to the Columbia River, in the central upper portion of the photo, “300 Area Process trenches” were used to dump 200 million gallons a year of untreated liquid waste from the 300 Area. This was stopped only after Heart of America Northwest sued USDOE and its contractors. The soil was so contaminated at this time, that USDOE analyses obtained through the Freedom of Information Act concluded that even dumping pure water would flush uranium into the River. This is relevant to USDOE’s proposal for cleanup, because USDOE would leave uranium in the soil where it gets rewetted by groundwater. The 325 Building shown in center is where extremely high, indeed deadly, levels of radiation were found under the building. There is no plan yet for how to cleanup that contamination. Most of the buildings in the North (upper) section have been removed. Trails already exist for recreational use along the River shore and in the northern and southern sections – but USDOE proposes to cleanup to a level only safe for adult industrial workers exposed 40 hours per week.
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