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3.5 The Golden Age of Islam During the reign of the Abbasid’s, Islam experienced a growth in intellectual pursuits known as it’s “Golden Age”. By the beginning of the second millennium, Islamic medicine was more advanced than European. A physician named al-Razi was the first to describe the symptoms and treatment of measles and small pox, while Avicenna created an encyclopedia of medical knowledge. If you love math class, you can thank Muslim mathematicians for their work. The Arabs simplified numbers using the symbols 1-9 and are credited for introducing the zero (this is why our numbers are called Arabic numerals). Many credit a book written by Al-Khwarizmi for the development of algebra (which comes from an Arabic word for reunion of broken parts). He demonstrated how to solve formulas. He also wrote on geography, and corrected mistakes he discovered in ancient Greek work of Ptolemy. Geography and astronomy were important to the Muslim people. The improved on the astrolabe, a device that uses the positions of the sun and stars to know your position on the world and navigate it.



An Islamic mathematician, Omar Khayyam, helped create quadratic and cubic formulas. Khayyam is also noted for a collection of about 1000 poems called the Rubayiat. Another famous literary work produced during this time is the collection of stories known as 1,001 Arabian Nights. The many short stories include Aladdin and the Lamp, Ali Baba and the 40 Thieves, and Sin-bad. A Moroccan man named Ibn Battuta is considered one of the greatest travelers of all time. He described his travels in a book called Rhila. His travels took him across North Africa to the Arabian Peninsula, Western Africa, Southern and Eastern Europe, India, China, and as far the islands of Indonesia. In all, his travels took him about 25 years.
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