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[PRESS RELEASE]



MAJOR GROUPS, CSOs REPEAT CALL FOR HUMAN RIGHT TO WATER AND SANITATION TO BE NAMED AND UPHELD IN POST-2015 AGENDA _____________________________________________________________________________ April 7, 2015 During last month’s intergovernmental negotiation session on the Post-2015 Development Agenda, several Major Groups, the NGO Mining Working Group (MWG), the Blue Planet Project of the Council of Canadians, and other civil society organizations (CSOs) reiterated their unwavering calls to enshrine the human right to water and sanitation in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS). Three consistent themes emerged: that the human right to water and sanitation be explicitly named in the Declaration; that indicators on SDG 6 measure the realization of this human right, and that the means of implementation prioritize cooperation and capacity building within the public sector including measures to ensure strong public financing. At Wednesday’s interactive dialogue with Major Groups and other stakeholders, Sandra Vermuyten (Public Services International, Workers and Trade Unions Major Group) said: “As to Goal 6, we do insist that it make a clear reference to the human right to water. Without this reference, this goal is an open door for turning water into a commodity.” In calling for meaningful civil society involvement in the process going forward, Meera Karunananthan (Blue Planet Project of the Council of Canadians, MWG) cautioned: “We should distinguish between groups that represent rights holders and corporate actors. States are accountable to rights holders; States should be directing, regulating corporations. Corporations should not be directing or driving this agenda, which should serve the public’s interests.” In separate interventions, Attah Benson (Community Emergency Response Initiative, Nigeria) and Avery Kelly (Sisters of Mercy, MWG) emphasized the need for means of implementation and indicators on proposed SDG 6 to actively support the realization of the human right to water and sanitation. On behalf of the Major Group for Children and Youth, during this session Aura Fernanda Silva Martinez (College of the Atlantic, Earth in Brackets) asked, "why was the term ‘human right to water and sanitation’ not included as an amendment for technical proofing, in spite of it being agreed in a General Assembly resolution 64/292? We notice inconsistencies in the type of reasoning for altering the targets. This is a dangerous precedent and any regression is not acceptable."



Representatives from the Women’s, Workers and Trade Unions, Children and Youth, and Indigenous Peoples Major Groups; the Ambassador of Palau, H.E. Dr. Caleb Otto; and the MWG expressed the importance of grassroots perspectives on indicators, pointing again to human rights and public financing for water and sanitation in the SDGS at a side event held on Monday, 23 March. Civil society highlighted the cross-cutting nature of the human right to water and sanitation that makes it integral to each of the SDGs. Because this a newly recognized right, which emerged after the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, many groups have stressed the need to explicitly name it within the SDG text. The following intergovernmental session on the Post-2015 Development Agenda will take place on the third week in April, with a thematic focus on means of implementation and global partnership and an interface with the parallel Financing for Development process. The Mining Working Group at the UN (MWG) is a coalition of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) that, in partnership with our members and affected local communities, advocates at and through the United Nations for human and environmental rights as related to extractive industries. For more information, please see the websites of the Mining Working Group and the Blue Planet Project. Direct email inquiries to [email protected]
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