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Welcome to Foothill! Dear Parents and Incoming Foothill Students: Welcome to Foothill Middle School and to this next stage in your journey through the life-long process of learning. Foothill courses offer a wide range of interesting, relevant learning opportunities. This booklet contains a listing and description of the required courses and electives that may be offered for 6th graders. Please take the time to read the course descriptions and select your child’s choice of Cadet Band*, Orchestra*, Rotation, and/or Reading 6. *Prior musical training required



If you have any questions please feel free to call the Foothill Office at (925) 939-8600. Office hours are 7:30am-4:00pm (excluding holidays). Sincerely,



April Bush Principal



David Roe Vice Principal



Mary Phalon 7th & 8th Grade Counselor



Theodora Pappas Vice Principal



Elizabeth Brathwaite 6th Grade Counselor
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REQUIRED COURSES All students will be placed automatically in their five required courses: English, World History I, Math, Science and Physical Education. English and World History I are offered in a two period cored block with one teacher. ENGLISH 6/Core This course provides skill development in the communication skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. The course includes study of literature incorporated with development of all communication skills. Work in preparing for the mandated testing in reading and writing is included. WORLD HISTORY I/Core This course presents the development of early humans and the origins and history of Western and non-Western civilizations to the fifth century CE. Students will come to understand the concepts of civilization and culture through the investigation of artifacts, archeology, geography, the humanities, personal history, and community building. Consideration will be given to emerging relationships among and between ancient cultures and civilizations as well as to the distinct composition and characteristics of several individual civilizations. Students will develop higher levels of critical thinking by considering why civilizations developed, where and when they did, why they became dominant, and why they declined. MATH 6 This course is designed to implement the California Common Core Standards and is focused in five main strands:   



 



Ratios and Proportional Relationships - Students will understand ratio concepts and use ratio reasoning to solve problems. The Number System – Students will apply and extend previous knowledge to divide fractions and perform operations with decimals and multi-digit numbers. Students will also find common factors and multiples. Expressions and Equations – Students will apply and extend understandings of arithmetic to algebraic expressions. They will also reason about and solve one-step equations and inequalities and analyze quantitative relationships between dependent and independent variables. Geometry – Students will solve real world and mathematical problems involving area, surface area, and volume. Statistics and Probability – Students will develop understanding of statistical variability and summarize/describe distributions.
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SCIENCE 6 The Foothill Science Department has started implementation of the NGSS, Next Generation Science Standards. Using the preferred integrated model, the 6th grade students will be studying energy, weather and climate, molecules and organisms, heredity, engineering, and human impacts. Foothill is using Mossa Mac and Guru along with UC Berkeley’s Wise, which are online platforms.



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 6 This course provides students the opportunity to learn through a developmentally appropriate, comprehensive, sequentially planned physical education program aligned with the Physical Education Model Content Standards for California Public Schools. In sixth grade, the content standards emphasize working cooperatively to achieve a common goal. The focus of this course is the development of movement skill combinations and movement knowledge; the assessment and maintenance of physical fitness to improve health; and the application of psychological and sociological concepts, including self-responsibility, positive social interaction and group dynamics in the learning and performance of physical activity. Units of activity include physical fitness, cooperative activities, throwing and catching skills, volleying skills, racket skills, dribbling skills, and a variety of rhythm and mat activities. In addition, students will gain an awareness of various careers within the physical fitness industry.



ELECTIVE COURSES The 6th grade elective courses are offered to allow students to experience a range of interest and activities. All course electives are subject to change. Each student will have the opportunity to choose one elective pair only. For scheduling purposes, elective pairs cannot be altered.      



Cadet Band & Rotation Cadet Band & Reading 6 Orchestra & Rotation Orchestra & Reading 6 Rotation & Reading 6 Rotation



4



READING SUCCESS This class will be assigned in lieu of an elective if a student scored below grade level on the iReady assessment or other District approved data assessment. Students will be administratively placed and one of their elective choices will be dropped. READING 6 This class is an elective, and its purpose is to support reading in academic classes and encourage a love of reading, speaking and listening according to state standards. The Reading Workshop model is used, where students read books of their own choice, within a specified genre, at their individual level. They will discuss their books with a book partner, and in a club setting. Later in the year, students will also follow a short curriculum teaching parliamentary style debate. CADET BAND OR ORCHESTRA* These courses are for students who already play a brass, woodwind, percussion, or stringed instrument. Students are encouraged to have their own musical instruments. Emphasis will be placed on reading music and developing the skills to play an instrument. The band will give a number of performances. Events may include, but are not limited to winter concert, early and late spring concerts, assemblies, and CMEA (California Music Educators Association) Solo/Ensemble Festival. Events are an important part of this program. *PRIOR MUSICAL TRAINING REQUIRED Donation: TBD ROTATION Rotation classes which may include Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) and/or Career Technology Education (CTE) allow 6th graders to explore a variety of short-term courses. Students are placed randomly into Rotation classes and then rotate through a selection of classes every quarter. Electing music or reading with Rotation would afford the student four quarterly classes at one time period while another time period in their schedule would be music or reading as a yearlong class. Lab Donation: TBD



SUPPORT CLASSES Special Education students will have Academic Success plus one elective. Students needing extra support in reading will be administratively placed in Reading Success and one of their electives will be dropped.



5



Preparing for Middle School - Moving On Up! The start of middle school is exciting. It is a time filled with promise and anticipation. Getting off to a good start can help set the stage for future success so here are some tips to help you begin your middle school journey. 1. STAY ORGANIZED You will find it helpful to: - Use your Student Planner (required purchase at Walk-Thru) - Use a light weight small binder no more than 1.5” for your schoolwork and homework - Organize your notes and work in sections 2. USE TIME WISELY It may take some practice at first, but it’s worth it to: - Set a regular time for homework and work in a quiet, well-lit space - Get a jump-start on the morning by getting your clothes, backpack, and lunch ready the night before - Break up big projects so that the deadlines don’t sneak up on you. For example you could locate your research one week, take notes the next, write the report the third week - Take advantage of Wednesday’s Academic Prep period to get extra help or complete assignments 3. GET INVOLVED Foothill has a lot to offer. You can look forward to: - Meeting new people and making new friends - Develop new skills and interests - Exploring new activities - Joining a club - Running for a student body position



What is new in middle school? The Campus – get to know your way around by attending Camp Griffith to be held in August. More information will be e-mailed to you this summer. The Schedule – moving from class to class can be confusing so when you receive your schedule walk to your classes and get to know your way around. The Teachers - Middle school students work with 5 or more teachers every day. Each teacher may have a different style and a set of expectations. Spend time getting to know your teachers so you can give them your best. The Students – You will meet many new faces. Many of these students will be older. They may be from other neighborhoods and elementary schools or from different races, cultures and backgrounds. Remember to: - Flex your smile muscles and be the first to say “Hi!” - Treat friends the way you want to be treated - Understand peer pressure, both good and bad, so you can make the right decisions The Academics – Middle school often means more homework and more challenging projects, reports and tests. Be prepared by: - Writing your assignments in your Student Planner. - Staying organized



- Making a routine time and place for homework. - Asking for help when you don’t understand something. - Organizing your big projects so you do them over time. Lockers – Lockers are available for 6th graders on a first come, first serve basis. Students will be tripled up. Applications are available in the office after May 15, 2017. 6



IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER MARCH 08:



Parent Night at Foothill for all parents/guardians of 2017-2018 sixth graders, Multi-Use Room 7:00- 8:00 pm (parents/guardians only)



MARCH 10



Fifth Grade Teachers collect elective cards



MAY 17



Open House at Foothill, 7:00-8:00pm



AUGUST 10



All grades Walk-Thru Time TBD



AUGUST 14



Camp Griffin for incoming 6th Graders 9am – 11:30am



AUGUST 22



1ST DAY OF SCHOOL 2017-2018



Important numbers: Foothill Office



(925) 939-8600



Foothill Attendance (925) 682-8000 x5702 or [email protected] Visit our web site:



www.foothillmiddle.org



Sign up for E-news at:



www.foothillpfa.com



Revised: February 3, 2017
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