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th 7 grade summer reading list 2016



*  Signifies 2017 Teen Book Award titles  +  Signifies titles that are less challenging to read ##  Signifies titles designated as text exemplars on the PARCC test ^^^  Signifies titles from past Teen Book Award years For Parents: Additional reviews by students and professionals can be found on the Destiny link on the media center website.  http://guides.rilinkschools.org/mustangs . Type in the title under the catalog tab and click on the book cover or TitlePeek.



Adventure Alchemyst: the Secrets of the Immortal Nicholas Flamel  by Michael Sco  tt  ^^^  While working at pleasant but mundane summer jobs in San Francisco, fifteen-year-old twins, Sophie and Josh, suddenly find themselves caught up in the deadly, centuries-old struggle between rival alchemists, Nicholas Flamel and John Dee, over the possession of an ancient and powerful book holding the secret formulas for alchemy and everlasting life.



Assaultby Brian Falkner In the year 2030, six teens who have been modified to look like the aliens who are battling for control of Earth go behind enemy lines and discover a shocking, secret alien project.



Hideout  by Peg Kehret +  After his parents are killed by a crazed gunman in a Seattle mall, Jeremy is on his way to live with his Uncle Ed in Chicago when the train on which he is riding crashes in a blaze of fire. Wandering aimlessly away from the wreck, Jeremy finds a deserted cabin which appears to be just the place to hide from his problems.



Zach’s Lie  by Roland Smith   ^^^  When Jack Osborne is befriended by his school's custodian and a Basque girl, he begins to adjust to his family's sudden move to Elko, Nevada, after entering the Witness Security Program, but the drug cartel against which his father will testify is determined to track them down.



Classic The Dark is Rising by Susan Coope r  ## On his eleventh birthday Will Stanton discovers that he is the last of the Old Ones, destined to seek the six magical Signs that will enable the Old Ones to triumph over the evil forces of the Dark.



Tale of the Mandarin Ducksby  Katherine Paterson ## A pair of mandarin ducks, separated by a cruel lord who wishes to possess the drake for his colorful beauty, reward a compassionate couple who risk their lives to reunite the ducks.



A Wrinkle in Time  by Madeline L’Engle  ## Meg and her friends become involved with unearthly strangers and a search for Meg's father, who has disappeared while engaged in secret work for the government.



Dystopian Among the Hiddenby Margaret Haddix + In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only two children, Luke has lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's farm, until another "third" convinces him that the government is wrong.



The Kindlingby Jennifer Armstrong and Nancy Butcher In 2007, a small band of children have joined together in a Florida town, trying to survive in a world where it seems that all the adults have been killed off by a catastrophic virus.



Legen d by Marie Lu  ^^^ In a dark future, when North America has split into two warring nations, fifteen-year-olds Day, a famous criminal, and prodigy June, the brilliant soldier hired to capture him, discover that they have a common enemy.



Water Wars by Cameron Stracher Vera and her brother Will, residents of the Republic of Illinowa in a future world in which water shortages have led to death, disease, and corruption, befriend Kai, a strange boy who treats water as if it were plentiful and claims to know of a secret river that could solve the world's problems, so they must decide whether to risk their lives to learn the truth when Kai goes missing.



Fantasy False Princeby Jennifer Nielsen ^^^ In the country of Carthya, a devious nobleman engages four orphans in a brutal competition to be selected to impersonate the king's long-missing son in an effort to avoid a civil war.



Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier  ^^^ Irish orphans Molly, fourteen, and Kip, ten, travel to England to work as servants in a crumbling manor house where nothing is quite what it seems to be, and soon the siblings are confronted by  a mysterious stranger and secrets of the cursed house.



Recklessby Cornelia Funke + Jacob and Will Reckless have looked out for each other ever since their father disappeared, but when Jacob discovers a magical mirror that transports him to a warring world populated by



witches, giants, and ogres, he keeps it to himself until Will follows him one day, with dire consequences.



Sea of Trollsby Nancy Farmer  ^^^ After Jack becomes apprenticed to a Druid bard, he and his little sister Lucy are captured by Viking Berserkers and taken to the home of King Ivar the Boneless and his half-troll queen, leading Jack to undertake a vital quest to Jotunheim, home of the trolls.



Shadow and Boneby Leigh Bardugo  ^^^ Orphaned by the Border Wars, Alina Starkov is taken from obscurity and her only friend, Mal, to become the protegé of the mysterious Darkling, who trains her to join the magical elite in the belief that she is the Sun Summoner, who can destroy the monsters of the Fold.



Free Verse Crossoverby Kwame Alexander  * Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on and off the court as their father ignores his declining health. 



House Arrestby K. A, Holt  * Timothy, sentenced to house arrest for stealing, is ordered to keep a journal into which he documents his fears and frustrations.



One of those Hideous Books where the Mother Dies  by Sonya Sones   ^^^ Fifteen-year-old Ruby Milliken leaves her best friend, her boyfriend, her aunt, and her mother's grave in Boston and reluctantly flies to Los Angeles to live with her father, a famous movie star who divorced her mother before Ruby was born.



Planet Middle School by Nikki Grimes



+ 



A series of poems describes all the baffling changes at home and at school in twelve-year-old Joylin's transition from tomboy basketball player to not-quite-girly girl.



Stop Pretending: What Happened when my Big Sister Went Crazy  by Sonya Sones  ^^^  A younger sister has a difficult time adjusting to life after her older sister has a  mental breakdown.



Graphic Novel  Dogs of Warby Sheila Keenan and Nathan Fox  ^^^ Three fictional stories, told in graphic novel format, about soldiers in World War I, World War II, and the Vietnam War who were aided by combat dogs. Based on true stories.



Drama  by Raina Telgemeier  + ^^^ Callie rides an emotional roller coaster while serving on the stage crew for a middle school production of Moon over Mississippi as various relationships start and end, and others never quite get going.



Nimona by Noelle Stevenson  * Lord Ballister Blackheart seeks to bring down the Institution of Law Enforcement and Heroics with the aid of his new shapeshifting sidekick Nimona.



Historical Fiction A Boy at War: a Novel of Pearl Harbor  by Harry Mazer



+   (WW II)



While fishing with his friends off Honolulu on December 7, 1941, teenaged Adam is caught in the midst of the Japanese attack and through the chaos of the subsequent days tries to find his father, a naval officer who was serving on the U.S.S. Arizona when the bombs fell.



Boy in the Striped Pajamas: a Fable  by John Boyne +(WW II) Bored and lonely after his family moves from Berlin to a place called "Out-With" in 1942, Bruno, the son of a Nazi officer, befriends a boy in striped pajamas who lives behind a wire fence.



Fallout  by Todd Strasser +  (Cold War 1950’s) When an unthinkable nuclear attack occurs in an alternate-reality 1962, Scott is forced into his father's bomb shelter with his family and neighbors, where they rapidly consume limited supplies and fear the worst about the fate of the world outside.



Fever, 1793by Laurie Halse Anderson  +  ( Colonial times) In 1793 Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook, separated from her sick mother, learns about perseverance and self-reliance when she is forced to cope with the horrors of a yellow fever epidemic.



A Night Divided  by Jennifer Nielsen   * (Berlin Wall) When the Berlin Wall went up, Gerta, her mother, and her brother Fritz were trapped on the eastern side where they were living, while her father, and her other brother Dominic were in the West--four years later, now twelve, Gerta sees her father on a viewing platform on the western side and realizes he wants her to risk her life trying to tunnel to freedom.



Nightjohn  by Gary Paulsen (Slavery) Twelve-year-old Sarny's brutal life as a slave becomes even more dangerous when a newly arrived slave offers to teach her how to read.  M ystery 



Cold Case  by Julia Platt Leonard



  + When thirteen-year-old Oz Keillor finds a dead body in his family's Santa Fe, New Mexico, restaurant, he is determined to solve the mystery in which his older brother is implicated, but which also involves their long-dead father, who was accused of being a spy. Girl, Stolenby April Henry When an impulsive carjacking turns into a kidnapping, Griffin, a high school dropout, finds himself more in sympathy with his wealthy, blind victim, sixteen-year-old Cheyenne, than with his greedy father.



Girl Who Was Supposed to Die by April Henry She doesn't know who she is. She doesn't know where she is, or why. All she knows when she comes to in a ransacked cabin is that there are two men arguing over whether or not to kill her. And that she must run. Follow Cady and Ty (her accidental savior turned companion), as they race against the clock to stay alive.



I Am Princess Xby Cherie Priest  * Best friends Libby Deaton and May Harper invented Princess X when they were in fifth grade, but when the car Libby is in goes off a bridge, she is presumed dead, and the story came to an end--except now, three years later, Princess X is suddenly everywhere, with a whole underground culture focused on a webcomic, and May believes her friend must be alive.



She Said, She Sawby Norah McClintock When Tegan's two best friends are gunned down in front of her, nobody believes her that she didn't see who did it and doesn't know why.



Non-Fiction  Bomb: the Race to Build and Steal the World’s Most Dangerous Weaponby Steve Sheinkin  ^^^ Recounts the scientific discoveries that enabled atom splitting, the military intelligence operations that occurred in rival countries, and the work of brilliant scientists hidden at Los Alamos.



Getting Away with Murde r by Chris Crowe   ^^^ Presents a true account of the murder of fourteen-year-old Emmett Till, in Mississippi, in 1955. Life in Prison  by Stanley “Tookie” Williams with Barbara Cottman Becnel   + The author's account of his life in San Quentin State Prison in California where he has lived in a  small cell on death row for sixteen years because of a murder conviction.



Port Chicago 50: Disaster, Mutiny, and the Fight for Civil Rights by Steve Sheinkin * escribes the fifty black sailors who refused to work in unsafe and unfair conditions after an D explosion in Port Chicago killed 320 servicemen, and how the incident influenced civil rights.



Soul Surfer: a True Story of Faith, Family, and Fighting to Get Back on the Board by Bethany Hamilton (Biography)  + Bethany Hamilton, a teenage surfer lost her arm in a shark attack off the coast of Kauai, Hawaii. Not even the loss of her arm keeps her from returning to surfing, the sport she loves.



Realistic/Contemporary Finding Audreyby Sophie Kinsella * Fourteen-year-old Audrey is making slow but steady progress dealing with her anxiety disorder when Linus comes into the picture and her recovery gains momentum .



No More Dead Dogs  by Gordon Korman



  + ^^^ Eighth-grade football hero Wallace Wallace is sentenced to the detention of attending rehearsals of the school play where, in spite of himself, he becomes wrapped up in the production and begins to suggest changes that improve not only the play but his life as well.



Perfect by Natasha Friend  ^^^ Following the death of her father, a thirteen-year-old uses bulimia as a way to avoid her mother's and  ten-year -old sister's grief, as well as her own.



Runaway  by Wendelin Van Draanen 



^^^ 



After running away from her fifth foster home, Holly, a twelve-year-old orphan, travels across the country, keeping a journal of her experiences and struggle to survive.



Secret Hum of a Daisy  by Tracy Holczer  ^^^ 



After 12-year-old Grace's mother's sudden death, Grace is forced to live with a grandmother she's never met. Then she discovers clues in a mysterious treasure hunt--one that will help her find her true home.



So B. It by Sarah Weeks  + After spending her life with her mentally retarded mother and agoraphobic neighbor, twelve-year-old Heidi sets out from Reno, Nevada, to New York to find out who she is.



Thing about Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin  * Twelve-year-old Suzy Swanson wades through her intense grief over the loss of her best friend by investigating the rare jellyfish she is convinced was responsible for her friend's death.



Ungifted by Gordon Korman   + Due to an administrative mix-up, troublemaker Donovan Curtis is sent to the Academy of Scholastic Distinction, a special program for gifted and talented students, after pulling a major prank at middle school.



Waiting for Normalby Leslie Connor  ^^^ Twelve-year-old Addie tries to cope with her mother's erratic behavior and being separated from her beloved stepfather and half-sisters when she and her mother go to live in a small trailer by the railroad tracks on the outskirts of Schenectady, New York.



Science 



Fiction



Cinderby Marissa Meyer    ^^^ Cinder , a gifted mechanic and a cyborg with a mysterious past, is blamed by her stepmother for her stepsister's illness while a deadly plague decimates the population of New Beijing, but when  Cinder 's life gets intertwined with Prince Kai's, she finds herself at the center of an intergalactic struggle.



Insigniaby S. J. Kincaid  ^^^ Tom, a fourteen-year-old genius at virtual reality games, is recruited by the United States Military to begin training at the Pentagon Spire as a Comb a tant in World War III, controlling the mechanized drones that do the actual fighting off-planet.



Mortal enginesby Philip Reeve  ^^^ Tom, a third class apprentice in a distant future in which technology has been lost and tiered cities move about the Earth on caterpillar tracks, often absorbing smaller locales, has many dangerous adventures after being pushed off London by Thaddeus Valentine, a historian who is trying to resurrect an ancient atomic weapon.



Z by Michael Thomas Ford In the year 2032, after a virus that turned people into zombies has been eradicated, Josh is invited to join an underground gaming society, where the gamers hunt zombies and the action is more dangerous than it seems .



Sports Fiction Gold dustby Chris Lynch In 1975, twelve-year-old Richard befriends Napolean, a Caribbean newcomer to his Catholic school, hoping that Napolean will learn to love baseball and the Red Sox, and will win acceptance in the racially polarized Boston school.



Underdogsby Mike Lupica



+ 



Small but fast twelve-year-old Will Tyler, an avid football player in the down-and-out town of Forbes, Pennsylvania, takes matters into his own hands to try and finance the city's football team, giving the whole community hope in the process.



Shutout  by Brendan Halpin  ^^^  Fourteen-year-old Amanda and her best friend Lena start high school looking forward to playing on the varsity soccer team, but when Lena makes varsity and Amanda only makes junior varsity, their long friendship rapidly changes.



Supernatural Absentby Katie Williams Seventeen-year-old Paige Wheeler died in a fall off the high school roof and now her spirit seems bound to the school grounds, along with Brooke and Evan, two other teen ghosts who died there--but maybe if she can solve the mystery of her apparent suicide they will all be able to move on.



Breathe: a Ghost Story  by Cliff McNish  ^^^  When he and his mother move into an old farmhouse in the English countryside, asthmatic, twelve-year-old Jack discovers that he can communicate with the ghosts inhabiting the house and inadvertently establishes a relationship with a tormented, malevolent spirit that threatens to destroy both his mother and himself.



Max Helsing and the Thirteenth Curse  by Curtis Jobling Max van Helsing and a group of friends try to save the world after he discovers he has been cursed by an evil warlock who intends to reclaim the earth for monsters.



Whisper in the Dark  by Joseph Bruchac  + An ancient and terrifying Narragansett native-American legend begins to come true for a teenage



long-distance runner, whose recovery from the accident that killed her parents has stunned everyone, including her guardian aunt in Providence, Rhode Island.



Suspense 



Don’t Tell Anyone by Peg Kehret  + Twelve-year-old Megan does not realize that feeding a group of feral cats living in a field near her house will involve her as a witness to a traffic accident and in the dangerous plan of an unstable criminal.



Stolen Childrenby Peg Kehret  + Amy, babysitting for little Kendra, must use her wits to save herself and the child after they are kidnapped by two thugs who are demanding money from Kendra's wealthy parents in exchange for the lives of the girls.



Storm Runners by Roland Smith  Twelve-year-old Chase Masters travels the country with his father, a "storm runner," but he is tested in ways he never could have imagined when he and a new friend are caught in a hurricane near St. Petersburg, Florida.
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