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A Personal Injury Lawyer from Phoenix Discusses the Basics Workers’ Compensation



Image 1: A Personal Injury Lawyer in Phoenix Expounds on Workers' Compensation



Whatever the industry, there is always a possibility of accidents and injuries happening in the workplace. Fortunately, the State of Arizona has adopted some laws to safeguard the rights of an injured worker for medical and compensation benefits should disaster befall an employee. What is worker's compensation law? According to the Industrial Commission of Arizona, workers’ compensation law mandates all employers to secure a compensation insurance for their employees. Workers’ compensation basically operates as a no-fault system. This means that the injured employee is entitled to get medical and compensation benefits no matter who caused the injury--that is, the employee can never be found at fault for causing an injury in a workplace.
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However, workers’ compensation does not accept injuries that are self-inflicted for the sake of getting the compensation benefits from the employer. It also excludes injured employees who were under the influence of either drugs or alcohol (or both) during the accident. Both public and private employers are required to provide a workers’ compensation insurance to each of their employees, regardless if they are working full-time or part-time. It is also required for immigrants or aliens, minors, and family members who are officially working as a paid employee. The only people who are not required such provisions are domestic servants, business partners, independent contractors, and sole proprietors. Given the law, is a personal injury lawyer still needed? The answer is yes. A personal injury lawyer in Phoenix can assist you in filing the necessary legal documents to make your claim. As per Arizona laws, all claims must be filed within one year from the date of injury. An administrative law judge will review your claim and submit a decision within 30 days upon the conclusion of the hearing. Can a claim be denied or rejected? Aside from self-inflicted and drug- or alcohol-induced injuries in a workplace, a claim can be rejected if the injury is either cardiovascular or mentally related. The assumption is that cardioor mental-related injuries cannot be considered a personal injury within the workplace unless something unexpected happened or some extraordinary amount of stress was applied to the employee while at work that contributed to the malady. Claims can also be rejected if it can be proven that your injury is a result of your own gross disobedience to the employer’s rules and regulations, provided that these are within the definition of reasonable. Compensations are also denied to injured employees who simply refused or neglected to get medical treatment, or if you were found to omit any pertinent facts about your health that contributed to the injury (i.e., hiding any history of disability). If you have more questions or there are matters still unclear to you regarding workers’ compensation laws, don’t hesitate to call and consult an experienced personal injury lawyer to assist you with all of your inquiries. About Your Arizona Lawyer: Here at Your Arizona Lawyer, we strive hard to champion your cause and provide you the legal representation you deserve. We are here to listen and assist you in navigating through the
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complex legal system by explaining the process in simple terms and presenting all the possible options to extricate you from a legal mess. Sources: Arizona Rules, AZICA.gov Workers’ Compensation Insurance, AZICA.gov
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