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What people Say: Lucy



For the last two months I have been putting off reading this book. For starters, I bought the book at an airport in Taiwan, which meant it didn't have a due date which meant it took a backseat to many books that I didn't have the luxury of reading whenever. Additionally, because I've heard so much about this book already, I almost didn't want to read it at all. I've heard that it's depressing, that it's not as good as The Kite Runner, and that it's basically a novel about the brutal treatment of For the last two months I have been putting off reading this book. For starters, I bought the book at an airport in Taiwan, which meant it didn't have a due date which meant it took a backseat to many books that I didn't have the luxury of reading whenever. Additionally, because I've heard so much about this book already, I almost didn't want to read it at all. I've heard that it's depressing, that it's not as good as The Kite Runner, and that it's basically a novel about the brutal treatment of women in Afghanistan. You know when you read a book or see a film that has had great reviews and you finish feeling disappointed because it didn't live up to the hype? My experience reading this book was the complete opposite. I loved it. I didn't feel the message of the book was one of brutality or depression, but of hope and the toughness of the human spirit. There are plenty of awful scenes to lend credence to its reputation. While the story's time frame spans thirty years, the main focus of the novel are two woman, a generation apart, whose lives cross as they become the wives of the same man, Rasheed. The elder, Mariam, was born to a servant woman out of wedlock and is raised in banishment, ignorance and eventual rejection during the years the Afghani government was controlled by the communists. She finds herself forced to marry a much older man after her mother commits suicide. Laila, fifteen years younger and raised by intellectual parents, enters the marriage under much different circumstances. Alone after a bomb destroys her home and kills her parents, and pregnant by her childhood love who has fled the country, she marries Rasheed in a desperate attempt to save her unborn child. The writing engrossed me. Much like the Kite Runner, Hosseini magically puts the reader in the city, neighborhood and house of his characters. Much to his credit, I found myself torn between wanting to yell at Laila to hush up, so that she'd avoid another beating, and kicking Rasheed myself, because he is a despicable brute. Mariam, one of the most tragic characters in literature, makes this book what it is; a story of love and strenghth. She, who didn't have an easy day in her life, allows herself to be touched by the love of
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Laila and her children. In return, she performs the ultimate act of love and saves a family. I appreciate Hosseini's portrayal of a part of the world that is under so much scrutiny lately. Afghanistan, and the city of Kabul where the story takes place, have a long history of wars and occupations which result in a great chasm between different ethnic tribes, Islam, economic classes and gender. Hosseini uses this novel to tell the story of Afghani women and the hardships that face them with each regime change. As a woman, I feel blessed to have been given confidence and opportunities. I truly cannot imagine what it would be like to live under the conditions the women in this book live under. I am grateful to be born to the family I was born to and in a country which allows me to live the kind of life I choose.



Anu



August 2007 I was riding in a cab in Bombay recently, and a bookseller on foot approached me at a traffic light with a stack of books. I did my best not to look at the boy, but I couldn't help it. He was waving several books in my face and something caught my eye. I thought my glance was discreet, but he saw me look.. and it was game over. The light turned green right then and the boy starts running with the cab yelling 'Memsahib! Memsahib!'. We're picking up speed.. I'm so scared he's going to g August 2007 I was riding in a cab in Bombay recently, and a bookseller on foot approached me at a traffic light with a stack of books. I did my best not to look at the boy, but I couldn't help it. He was waving several books in my face and something caught my eye. I thought my glance was discreet, but he saw me look.. and it was game over. The light turned green right then and the boy starts running with the cab yelling 'Memsahib! Memsahib!'. We're picking up speed.. I'm so scared he's going to get his foot runover so I grab whatever I could from my wallet and somehow get it into his hands. In return he tosses a random book at me through the window as he's getting further & further away from the cab. I look to see what I ended up with. It was A Thousand Splendid Suns, which I was planning on buying anyways. The cab driver asked me how much I ended up giving the boy. 'A hundred and fifty rupees,' I said, which is barely $4. The cab driver says in return, 'You paid a hundred rupees too much!'. Hardly, I thought to myself. That boy worked his butt off. The best part is because the book is bootlegged it's full of typos and random fonts. Love it. In case I ever discuss the book with you and my recollection of the story is completely different from what you read, you'll know why.
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January 2008 Read the book on my way to Vietnam a few days ago. Loved it, although it was missing a few pages here and there :). Coincidentally, the friend I'm traveling with brought the same book on our trip so I had access to the missing pages. (And another coincidence - our Mekong Delta guide was carrying a copy of the Kite Runner. We were like some sort of Hosseini fanclub floating down the Mekong in our longboat...haha). I have a few thoughts on this book, I'll write them out in more detail soon. I'm heading back to Bombay in a few days...maybe I'll run into another bookseller on foot :).



Stephen



Like diamonds and roses hidden under bomb rubble, this is a story of intense beauty and strength buried under the surface of the cruel and capricious life imposed upon two Afghani women. Like diamonds and roses hidden under bomb rubble, this is a story of intense beauty and strength buried under the surface of the cruel and capricious life imposed upon two Afghani women. Staggeringly beautiful and deep and rich and sad and frightening and infuriating. Thereâ€™s a lot I want to say about this book and so I cry your pardon if this review is a bit of a rambler. You should definitely read this book. Iâ€™ll probably repeat this again, but I want to make sure I donâ€™t forget to say it. Buy the book and read it. I love good historical fiction, especially when set in places and/or periods of which I am not very familiar. Afghanistan certainly fit that description, which makes me feel a significant amount of personal shame given how intertwined the country has been with the history of the U.S. over the last 30 years. That same time frame is also the primary focus of the novel so I feel like I got a real taste of the history of this mysterious time. That said, the historical events described in the novel are merely spice for the narrative and are clearly not the entrÃ©e at this literary feast. However, I would likely recommend this book for the historical component alone even if I didnâ€™t like the rest of the novelâ€¦oh, but I did so much like the rest of the novel.
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The story revolves around two women, Mariam and Laila, born 20 years apart, but whose lives are intertwined through the events of the novel. Mariam (born in 1959) is the illegitimate daughter of a wealthy merchant named Jalil who has 3 wives and 9 â€œlegitimateâ€• children. Mariamâ€™s mother, Nana, was a servant in Jalilâ€™s house whose affair with Jalil resulted in Mariam. As you might expect, the 3 wives were less than enthused and Nana and Mariam were forced to live on the outskirts of town, making Nana a bitter often cruel person to Mariam. The other main character is Laila (born in 1978) who lives in the same area as Mariam. Lailaâ€™s story begins with her close friendship with a boy named Tariq who loses a leg to a Soviet land mine when heâ€™s 5 years old. Years later, with Kabul under constant rocket attacks, Lailaâ€™s family decides to leave the city. During an emotional farewell, Laila and Tariq make love. Later, as her family is preparing to depart Kabul, a rocket kills her parents and severely injures Laila. I donâ€™t want to spoil the plot by giving away too many details, so let me just say that through a series of mostly tragic circumstances, Mariam and Laila both end up married to a serious scumbag named Rasheed. I want to clarify that last remark because I think it goes to the most chilling aspect of the novel for me. One of the novelâ€™s primary strengths is the bright light the author shines on the nasty way women are treated in countries like Afghanistan. Now not being knowledgeable enough about the culture to make a well-informed analysis, I strongly suspect that the character of Rasheed, while made somewhat worse for dramatic effect, is close enough to what was â€œthe normâ€• as to be positively sickening. Thus, when I say scumbag (which I whole-heartedly mean), part of the emotional impact of Rasheedâ€™s actions came from my not seeing them as cartoonish, but as part of an â€œinstitutional evilâ€• that was all too common. Bottom-line, Rasheed is an ignorant, mean-spirited, petty little pile of assbarf who will make even the most serene and passive reader feel like loading the .45 with hollow points and performing a gunpowder enema on his sorry, wretched chair cushion.



Daniel



It's apparently becoming something of a tradition for me to trash books that are not only widely loved and praised, but were specifically recommended to me by friends. Khaled Hosseini's "A Thousand Splended Suns," I'm sorry to say, is going to get the same treatment. (Forgive me, Rose.) "Splendid Suns" has been so widely read by this point, I won't bother recounting the story, and instead simply list my objections: - Hosseini seems incapable of creating characters with much depth to them. E.M. Fo
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It's apparently becoming something of a tradition for me to trash books that are not only widely loved and praised, but were specifically recommended to me by friends. Khaled Hosseini's "A Thousand Splended Suns," I'm sorry to say, is going to get the same treatment. (Forgive me, Rose.) "Splendid Suns" has been so widely read by this point, I won't bother recounting the story, and instead simply list my objections: - Hosseini seems incapable of creating characters with much depth to them. E.M. Forster, in "Aspects of the Novel," talks about books having round characters and flat characters, with round ones being more like people you'd encounter in the real world, and flat ones being more of caricatures used to move a book's story along. The only character in "Splendid Suns" who approaches roundness, and he's a relatively minor character, is Mariam's father, Jalil. Everyone else is either a villain without any positive traits (Rasheed) or a hero who can do almost no wrong (Laila, Tariq, Mullah Faizullah). Even when Hosseini is depicting a child who has every right to behave badly given his circumstances (Zalmai), he can't help but depict the child as almost evil. The New York Times review of "Splendid Suns" said Hosseini "creates characters who have the simplicity and primary-colored emotions of people in a fairy tale or fable." That's pretty generous of the New York Times. I'd say Hosseini may not be able to create three-dimensional characters. - While I appreciate Hosseini's attempt to teach a few decades of Afghan history -- a history few readers likely know in much detail -- grafting that history onto the story of one family makes for a rather creaky novel. To impart the history, Hosseini goes back and forth between giving the history through third-person narration, in Wikipedia-like prose, and putting it in his characers' mouths via dialogue -- dialogue often spoken to people who would already know the history. As a result, you sometimes get characters saying things like, "As you know, the Taliban forces men to grow their beards long and women to wear burkas." The cut-and-paste history lessons make the novel painful to read at times. - Hosseini routinely uses "harami" (bastard) and other words from the characters' native languages in his dialogue, followed by the English translation, apparently in an attempt to bring readers closer to the Afghan culture. But it usually feels incredibly superficial, especially when the words being used aren't foreign concepts, but rather basic words -- "brother," "sister" and the like. Hosseini and his editors also seem to forget about the trope, and cut back on the use of the foreign words in the book's later chapters. I wish they had done the same throughout the book. - The relationship between Mariam and Laila feels completely artificial. Mariam's initial hate for and jealousy of Laila never feels remotely justified, especially given how awful her husband Rasheed is anyhow, and their coming together later feels rushed and unrealistic. Even after they form a friendship, they never seem to grow quite close enough to fully explain why Laila misses Mariam so much towards the novel's conclusion. Hosseini fails to lay the groundwork needed to justify Laila's emotions in the novel's last chapters. - Almost the entire book is unrelentingly bleak. Don't get me wrong, I understand Afghanistan wasn't exactly Disneyland over the past few decades, but I think there were more lighthearted moments in



PDF File: A Thousand Splendid Suns Book PDF



Page 7/9



Read Now and Download A Thousand Splendid Suns Book at Our Online Library. Get A Thousand Splendid Suns PDF Book For FREE From Our Library



the Book of Job than in "Splendid Suns." I don't mind reading a depressing novel, but Jesus. Reading "Splendid Suns," I kept thinking of that old workplace poster: "The beatings will continue until morale improves." I didn't completely hate "Splendid Suns" -- the story moved along nicely, and it gave me a little more insight into a culture I probably should know more about -- but I don't think I'll be following this one with "The Kite Runner." Khaled Hosseini probably doesn't need me as a reader, though. It seems he has plenty of fans.



â•• Ø¨Ù€Ù€Ø¯Ø±ÙŠÙ€Ù€Ù‡ â••



( ÙƒÙ„ Ù†Ø¯Ù•Ø© Ø«Ù„Ø¬ Ù‡ÙŠ ØªÙ†Ù‡ÙŠØ¯Ø© Ø«Ù‚ÙŠÙ„Ø© Ù…Ù† Ø§Ù…Ø±Ø£Ø© Ù…Ø-Ø²ÙˆÙ†Ø© Ù•ÙŠ Ù…ÙƒØ§Ù† Ù…Ø§ Ù•ÙŠ Ø§Ù„Ø¹Ø§Ù„Ù…. ÙƒÙ„ ØªÙ„Ùƒ Ø§Ù„ØªÙ†Ù‡ÙŠØ¯Ø§Øª Ø§Ù„ØªÙŠ ØªÙ†Ø³Ø§Ù‚ Ø¨Ø§ØªØ¬Ø§Ù‡ Ø§Ù„Ø³Ù…Ø§Ø¡ ØªØªØ¬Ù…Ø¹ Ù•ÙŠ Ø§Ù„ØºÙŠÙˆÙ… Ø«Ù… ØªØªØ³Ø§Ù‚Ø· Ø¨Ù‡Ø¯ÙˆØ¡ Ø¹Ù„Ù‰ Ø´ÙƒÙ„ Ù‚Ø·Ø¹ ØµØºÙŠØ±Ø© Ø¹Ù„Ù‰ Ø§Ù„Ù†Ø§Ø³. ØªØ°ÙƒÙŠØ±Ù‹Ø§ Ø¨Ø§Ù„Ù†Ø³Ø§Ø¡ Ø§Ù„Ù„ÙˆØ§ØªÙŠ ÙŠØ¹Ø§Ù†ÙŠÙ† Ù…Ø«Ù„Ù†Ø§ØŒ ÙƒÙŠÙ• Ù†ØªØ-Ù…Ù„ Ø¨ØµÙ…Øª ÙƒÙ„ Ø§Ù„Ø°ÙŠ ÙŠÙ‚Ø¹ Ø¹Ù„Ù‰ ÙƒØ§Ù‡Ù„Ù†Ø§ Ø¯Ø¹ÙŠÙ†ÙŠ Ø£Ø®Ø¨Ø±Ùƒ Ø´ÙŠØ¦Ø§ Ù‚Ù„Ø¨ Ø§Ù„Ø±Ø¬Ù„ Ù…Ø«ÙŠØ± Ù„Ù„Ø£Ø³Ù‰Ø› Ø¥Ù†Ù‡ Ù…Ø«ÙŠØ± Ù„Ù„Ø£Ø³Ù‰ ÙŠØ§ Ù…Ø±ÙŠÙ… Ø¥Ù†Ù‡ Ù„ÙŠØ³ ÙƒØ±Ø-Ù… Ø§Ù„Ø£Ù… Ø¥Ù†Ù‡ Ù„Ø§ ÙŠÙ†Ø²Ù• Ø§Ù„Ø¯Ù… ) Ø-ÙŠÙ† Ø´Ø±Ø¹ØªÙ• Ù•ÙŠ Ù‚Ø±Ø§Ø¡Ø© Ø¢Ø®Ø±Ù‰ Ù„Ø®Ø§Ù„Ø¯ Ø§Ù„Ø-Ø³ÙŠÙ†ÙŠ ÙƒÙ†Øª Ø£Ø¹Ù„Ù… Ø£Ù†ÙŠ Ø¨ØµØ¯Ø¯ Ù‚ØµØ© Ø¨Ø§Ø¦Ø³Ø© Ùˆ Ø-Ø²ÙŠÙ†Ø©ØŒ
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