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The Hon Katrina Hodgkinson MP Minister for Primary Industries Minister for Small Business



MEDIA RELEASE ABALONE TRAFFICKING OPERATION SUCCESS Two men are facing charges of trafficking abalone following a covert operation which resulted in the seizure of 424 abalone, Minister for Primary Industries Katrina Hodgkinson said. “The pair was apprehended separately in the Kioloa area, South of Ulladulla during Operation Enamel and are now facing face maximum fines of up to $88,000 and/or 10 years imprisonment,” Ms Hodgkinson said. Operation Enamel resulted in:  222 abalone seized near Bawley Point; and  202 abalone seized near Pretty Beach. “In the first incident, fisheries officers apprehended a 38 year-old man from Ulladulla who was found in possession of 222 abalone near Bawley Point,” Ms Hodgkinson said. “He was approached by fisheries officers and then allegedly attempted to dump the abalone into the sea. Officers pursued him and were able to successfully secure most of them. “The man faces charges of trafficking abalone, threatening and obstructing fisheries officers, possession of more than the recreational possession limit and shucking abalone. The following day fisheries officers again stopped abalone from hitting the black market. “A 40 year-old man from Sanctuary Point was observed diving on O’Hara Island south of Pretty Beach,” Ms Hodgkinson said. “He was apprehended by fisheries officers as he returned to his vehicle and was allegedly in possession of 202 abalone. “The man faces charges of trafficking abalone, possession of prohibited size fish, possessing more than the recreational possession limit and possessing shucked abalone. “In NSW there is a possession limit of two abalone per person and the minimum legal size for abalone is 117 millimetres, measured at the widest points of the shell. “Recent convictions for abalone trafficking in NSW have been some of the toughest fisheries penalties ever handed down in Australia, which helps deter other potential offenders from entering the water to steal this valuable resource,” Ms Hodgkinson said. Anyone who suspects illegal fishing is urged to contact the Fishers Watch phone line on 1800 043 536 or lodge an information report online: www.fisheries.nsw.gov.au
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