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2017 Annual Meeting of the Gypsy Lore Society and Conference on Romani / Gypsy Studies Abstracts Anna (Hanna) Abakunova (University of Sheffield). The Ways of Helping and Rescuing the Roma in Ukraine during the Holocaust. The fate of Roma in Ukraine during the Holocaust was similar to that of the Jews. In the Reichskommissariat “Ukraine” Roma were shot sometimes together with Jews; like Jews they were deported to Transnistria. However, as was the case with the Jews, Roma were helped and rescued. Assistance to Roma provided by non-Roma is considered merely within the Roma “survival strategies” in the relevant historiography. However, in many cases the Roma did not have any sort of “strategy” to manage their survival and their life often depended on help provided by non-Roma. This paper will introduce various ways and methods of help tendered to Roma by non-Roma, mainly Ukrainians, in different regions of the occupied Ukraine. These ways include helping with food, sheltering, employment, warning about danger, etc. The discussion will be focused on the specificity of helping the Roma in different locations, i.e. Ukrainian villages and cities, and the role and background of Roma helpers. Also, cases of Roma self-help will be analysed in a comparative way with Jewish self-help. The paper is based on various sources, including five state archives in Ukraine and the Yad Vashem Archives, as well as oral testimonies of Roma and Jewish survivors collected by the author in Ukraine and Moldova in 2010-2013, and interviews with Ukrainians collected by Yahadin-Unum.



Kai Viljami Åberg (University of Eastern Finland, Joensuu). Why Are We Non-Roma Interested in the Roma? – Some Issues of Personal Orientation and Research Ethics. Cultural diversity manifests in all relationships, including research relationships. Academic investigators work across a broad range of cultures that goes beyond ethnicity. What implications are most important for academic researchers to consider when designing and implementing a project? Also a review of relevant literature suggests that ethical implications begin with the power aspects in the research relationship. Consent, research processes, research design, data ownership, and uses of data are also salient issues that arise. Thereby conducting research across any cultural context requires intense attention to ethics. A cross-cultural research relationship inherently involves a dynamic of power: E.g. in Finland data ownership has become increasingly articulated as a major concern for research participants (Roma and non-Roma) and particularly participants from any marginalized groups. In this paper, I question some of the “taken-for-granted” conceptions and consider an alternative to the existence and practices of Finnish Romani studies. Examples from Romani community are based on my intensive field research among the Finnish Roma since 1994. Keywords: ethics, Finnish Roma, power, control, research design, data ownership



Venera Achim (Nicolae Iorga Institute of History, Romanian Academy, Bucharest). Statistics of the Gypsy Slaves in the Romanian Principalities in the Period of Emancipation (ca. 1830ca. 1860). Typology of Sources. The first statistical offices were established in Wallachia and Moldavia under the Organic Regulations (a kind of constitution) introduced in 1831/1832. The registration of the population is now more complete and more rigorous, but in respect of the slave (Gypsy) population an old practice in continued by which in the general census (which basically should record the entire population) only those Gypsies were caught who were in state ownership, because they were the only category of slaves who paid taxes, while the Gypsies owned by monasteries and private owners



were omitted. If monasteries are now obliged to make periodic records of their slaves, which were reported to the Department of Church Affairs, the private slave owners did what they wanted. The state did not ask them to record their slaves and did not centralize that information. This explains why, despite a relatively large number of records of the slave population made in these decades, for the period of slavery we don’t know the exact number of slaves. We know however the number of the former slaves, because, after the emancipation was realized (the last category of slaves, the private ones, were emancipated in 1855-1856), these people have been passed among the taxpayers and these new citizens were listed for a number of years as a special category, the “emancipated.” To find out the number of the slaves, it is important to corroborate the statistical sources (general or partial censuses, statistical summaries, nominal lists, etc.) with other historical sources (contracts of sale, donations, wills, etc.). In this paper I will make a typology of the statistical records of Gypsies (slaves), according to several criteria: categories of slaves, purposes of the registration, content, etc., but of other contemporary sources containing demographic data as well. I will also highlight the importance of the censuses for studying social history of the Gypsies in the Romanian principalities.



Viorel Achim (Nicolae Iorga Institute of History, Romanian Academy, Bucharest). “Gypsy Villages.” Contribution to the Typology of the Deportation Sites in Transnistria, 1942-1944. In Transnistria there were about 100 places where the Gypsies deported from Romania (in total, some more than 25,000) lived and worked for a longer or shorter period of time. There was a wide variety of internment forms, not the same in all districts and rayons and not in the whole period of the deportation (between the summer of 1942 and the spring of 1944). Several types of internment stand out: the camps (only a few, all in Golta district, where most of the nomadic Gypsies were deported); the Gypsy colonies; Gypsy villages; and the Gypsy camp in the town of Golta, which was established in November 1943 as a punishment camp. Many of those deported lived in the Ukrainian villages, in houses, scattered among locals, and others at the kolkhoz or sovkhoz, in improvised shelters like a warehouse or a stable, not to mention the Gypsies who remained for a while under the open sky. The Gypsy villages (in Romanian, sat ţigănesc or sat de ţigani) represented a particular type of settlement, in which lived many of the sedentary Gypsies – all placed in Othakov and Berezovka districts –, but, for most of them, only between October 1942 and the spring of 1943. The Gypsy villages were big concentrations, numbering hundreds or tousands of people. All were situated on the bank of the Bug river. Half of the Ukrainian village was evacuated, with the locals being moved into the houses of fellow villagers who did not suffer evacuation, while the Gypsies were put into the vacated houses. One village, Androtefka, was totally evacuated and 3,500 Gypsies were lodged in its houses (only 112). This was the biggest Gypsy village. This paper shows how the Gypsy villages were organized, which was their internal organization, the village leadership headed by the mayor of Gypsies (in Romanian, primar de ţigani), the “Gypsy police”, the labour performed by these Gypsies, etc. The situation in the Gypsy villages was from the beginning extremely harsh, because of overcrowding (with several families staying in one room), shortages of all kinds, cold and disease; the typhus epidemic broke out at the end of 1942 killed perhaps half of the deported. Therefore, the paper pays also attention to the sufferings and the tragedy that occurred in those places.



Thomas Acton. Periodisation and the Archive. The foundation of the Roma Digital Archive with the objective of providing a multi-faceted searchable curated online collection of digitised Roma artefacts relating to culture and documents relating to the history of the Roma civil rights movement throws into practical relief the problems and dilemmas of periodisation. The Roma Digital archive is, as policy, foregrounding artefacts and documents created by Roma, Sinte, Gypsies and Travellers, supplemented by interviews, with brief contextualising narratives and cross-referencing to be built-up by the



curatorial team. Of course, all narratives - even those which purport to restrict themselves to the modern and the contemporary - presuppose some kind of periodisation, even if it is that most contested of all historical dates, that of the start of the modern. This paper will seek to illustrate the problems of reconciling the periodisations of different narratives with each other, and with those of divergent national and dominant global historical through a brief proposed periodisation of Roma/Gypsy/Traveller civil rights activity in the UK, discussing how this relates to broader periodisations of European post-World War Two history. This will lead to a suggestion that the tendency of the official narratives of European Institutions to treat 1989 as the Year Zero collapses the periodisation of the Roma civil rights strategy in a misleading way, pre-empting debates about what kind of a historical turning point 1989 was.



Victoria Baltag (University College London). Formal Education Procedures in Zanea Village, Romania. Case Study: The Caldarari Women. The aim of this paper is to examine the experience of learning within a Roma community in Romania, focusing on Roma women’s education. In Zanea, all children (both boys and girls) go to kindergarten, then to primary school. When they reach 12-14 years old, girls and boys get married. Women get pregnant and they take care of their families. Most women grow up illiterate. When they reach maturity, some women go back to school. My essay will emphasize the experiences of Roma women who engage in formal education after they get married. This will provide a tangible and visible focus on ethnographic research as I would like to stress why and to what extent they enroll in school again. It is a study of how formal education affects women’s life in Zanea Village. A ‘good’ wife will be obedient and listen to her husband and her husband’s parents. Once she has given birth to children, she becomes more powerful in the family and starts to have more freedom, deciding herself when to go out, when to do shopping, when to go out with her children, etc. When the women in Zanea want to take their driving licence test, they pay a private teacher to teach them to read and write. Some of women develop good learning skills - the private teachers say - and are able afterwards to write requests for school, for their doctor or for the village hall for themselves. Keywords: Education, Caldarari, Roma, Woman, Zanea Village, Romania



Margaret Beissinger (Princeton University). Balkan Romani Musicians and the Evangelical Church: Occupation, Faith, and Identity. I explore how the fast-growing Evangelical movement in post-communist eastern Europe affects Romani society. The Pentecostal Church, with its open acceptance of “sinners” yet strong expectation of personal conversion, continues to spread and seek neophytes in Romani communities, including in southern Romania (where I have done extensive fieldwork). The restrictions in personal behavior that the Evangelical churches assume involve radical lifestyle changes for many converts. I examine how spiritually willing Romani professional musicians (lăutari) adopt and manage conversion--or not, as the case may be, and how becoming Pentecostal informs their identity. Since a born-again way of life forbids music-making (due to its negative associations), lăutari who seek salvation in the Evangelical Church also find, in the long run, that it is extremely difficult to sustain a religious commitment. I argue that while they may be convinced of the spiritual benefits of being devout Pentecostals, more often than not, lăutari end up having to choose between being either “saved,” pious, but poor or secular, “sinful,” but comfortable, and that unless they are personally empowered by their Pentecostal experience (such as becoming a pastor or assembly musician), it becomes particularly challenging for them to adhere to the demands imposed by the Church. I also investigate the role that lăutar music plays in Romani Pentecostal assemblies, including to what extent music enhances and reinforces the faith experience. I compare



my findings with observations by others who work among Romani Evangelicals in Romanian Transylvania (Fosztó, Ries), Bulgaria (Slavkova, Atanasov), and Serbia (Todorović, Sremac). Keywords: Pentecostal Church, Romani musicians, southern Romania



Andrej Belak (PJ Safarik University, Kosice, Slovakia). Why Don’t Segregated Roma Do More for Their Health? A Case Study. Based on applied ethnographic research carried out in Slovakia, in my presentation I am first going to propose an explanatory framework summarizing how and why relatively adverse health-related practices might reproduce socially across generations within segregated Roma settlements. I will especially focus on why and how young people in such settings often become socialized to prefer circumstances supporting their exclusion from the surrounding non-Roma society or even such exclusion per se. I am also going to convey, how racist ideas about naturally poor bodily capacities and qualities of Roma can become embraced by segregated Roma themselves to render their exclusion more appropriate and, thus, more bearable, despite all its well understood and acknowledged down-sides. In the second part of my presentation, I am going to discuss ethical and practical dangers and dilemmas connected with interpretation and reporting of similar research findings, i.e. of findings ostensibly supporting stereotypes of purely deliberate Roma preferences for varied adverse health-related practices.



Daniela Bobakova, Z. Dankulincova Veselska, and A. Madarasova Geckova (PJ Safarik University, Kosice, Slovakia). Selected Findings and Challenges of Epidemiological and Public Health Research among Segregated Roma in Slovakia. Segregated Roma face social exclusion, poverty, degrading living conditions, and discrimination. These circumstances have a remarkable impact on the health of the Roma who, simultaneously, seem to face disproportionate problems also in access to good quality healthcare. Epidemiological and public health research currently tries to reveal and understand the extent and underlying mechanisms of health gaps between Roma and majority population. At our department, over the course of last ten years, we have tried to contribute to this effort via several large-scale socio-epidemiological studies on adolescent and adult population conducted in Slovakia. While trying to access such a hard to reach population we constantly faced barriers such as distrust, fear, reluctance not only on the side of Roma but also from the side of involved institutions. Drawing from this experience, we would like to briefly share the least trivial of our results, i.e. mostly findings debunking selected stereotypes regarding health and health-related behaviours of segregated Roma adolescents and adults. Furthermore, we would like to discuss hardships and dilemmas we faced while trying to design, carry out and interpret our research findings. More specifically, we will focus on methodological issues which tend to cause similar research to bring only fragmented results of low reliability and generalizability. We hope that sharing our experiences will open a rich discussion on how to do meaningful, ethical, culturally sensitive and methodologically clear research on Roma health. Keywords: Roma, ethnicity, research, health, health inequalities, Slovakia.



Petre Breazu (Örebro University, Sweden). Representing the Romany in Romanian and Bulgarian Media. The representation of the Eastern European Roma in the media has received sporadic attention. In this paper, we particularly address the case of Romanian and Bulgarian Roma and we will bring into focus how Romanian and Bulgarian media shape the discourse surrounding these minorities, especially in the light of the recent controversial actions - camp evictions and repatriations - undertaken by the French government. The primary focus of inquiry is on the linguistic constructions of the Roma in the most influential newspapers in the two selected



countries. Drawing on Critical Discourse Analysis, we intend to show how various racial discourses are recontextualized to communicate attitudes, interests and identities in relation to the Roma communities. In order to understand the discursive transformations that occurred during the re-contextualization process we will explicitly examine the lexical choices in reference to the social actors (Van Leeuwen, 2008) and their actions (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014). The linguistic analysis is essential, as the choice of words for naming people and their actions are not neutral, but reflect ideological positions and attitudes in relation to people with less power. In addition, the analysis of transitivity is important as it informs us on the agency and the roles assigned to diverse social actors depending on the processes in which they are involved. The adopted comparative perspective is meant to underline specific manners of framing race in the two contexts, and to point to (if the case may be) common linguistic journalistic conventions of reporting on the Roma.



Aleksandra Bujalska (University of Wroclaw, Poland). Gypsies in the Middle East: Otherness and Intolerance. The living presence of Gypsies in the Middle East and numerous controversies surrounding their ways of life often cause aversion to this group and its rejection by local Arab communities. The present paper discusses processes shaping the stereotypes that are related to the Gypsy communities of the Middle East. The author undertook an in-depth analysis of the phenomena found both in the realm of language (exploring Arabic proverbs) and in the area of contacts between the Arab and the Gypsy culture. The said phenomena exacerbate marginalisation and intolerance through the established mechanisms of culture and language. In addition to the above, the paper also elaborates on the matters of Otherness, the lack of assimilation, and on what is actually creating obstacles that prevent closer interaction between Arabs and Gypsies—despite the fact that both groups inhabit the same area and profess the same religion. Data presented here have been gathered by the author during the research she conducted for the Master’s thesis and also in the course of her recent PhD studies. This research work combines recent studies in identity theories with the author's own observations during her field work in Cairo. The aim of the paper is to present the origins of stereotypes and prejudices against the Gypsy communities in the Middle East. The paper focuses on the analysis of selected issues concerning the language and cultural constructs, in an attempt to reveal the real situation of Gypsies in the Middle East. Keywords: Gypsies, Middle East, magic, performance



Serena D’Agostino (Free University Brussels, Institute for European Studies). Same Opportunities, Different Practices. The EU and Romani Women Activism in Romania and Bulgaria. Building on extant literature on the Europeanization of social movements, this paper investigates a quite overlooked and understudied type of intersectional mobilization (Terriquez 2015), i.e. Romani Women Activism. Throughout a cross-national (qualitative) comparative analysis using Romania and Bulgaria as case-studies, this work means to understand to what extent Romani women activists can influence the Europeanization process depending on the ways they are able and/or willing to use (the same kind of) EU-driven opportunities. In particular, it first identifies a set of common political opportunities for mobilization created by the EU (i.e. topdown dimension) in the two countries and then analyzes the (political) usage domestic minority activists make of them (i.e. bottom-up dimension). Preliminary findings emerging from the data collected via semi-structured interviews conducted in both Romania and Bulgaria in 2015 and 2016 show that the “impact” of the EU intervention on this form of activism at intersections (Kruckenberg 2010) varies significantly depending on the ways domestic (Romani women) activists “react” to EU-induced stimuli.



Inspired by the concept of usage employed by political sociology, and especially by extant research on the ‘usage of Europe’ (see, among others, Jacquot & Woll 2003; Woll & Jacquot 2010), this study contributes to the emerging literature on the Europeanization of social movements in general, and the Europeanization of intersectional mobilization in particular. Keywords: Comparative Research, Europeanization, Intersectional Mobilization, Political Opportunity Structures, Political Usage, Romani Women Activism.



Marija Dalbello (Rutgers University, USA). Promised Land for the Gypsies: A Story of a Utopian Society. Archduke Joseph Karl of Austria's Sanctuary for the Roma People and the Activities of the Habsburg Gypsy Lore Society. Gesellschaft für Zigeunerforschung and the circle of researchers associated with this society represent a unique form of institutional study of Roma in the Central European realm. The Gesellschaft was formally founded in 1903 in Budapest after a decade of repeated attempts at the reconstruction and reactivation of the Gypsy Lore Society (GLS). From its inception, the society was under the protectorate of Archduke Joseph (Palatin of Hungary). The society was active for a decade with Mitteilungen zur Zigeunekunde as its official journal. This paper will first present a genealogy of the Habsburg GLS within the cosmopolitan network of philologists, proto-ethnographers, and orientalists that is amply documented in the archives of the “Liverpool Gypsy Lore Society.” I will focus on Palatin Josef as a philologist and a reformist who created a sanctuary for the Roma people on his family estate in Alcsúth. He called for a “more reliable knowledge about our Gypsies” and for improving the status and human rights of the Roma and other “people who are called vagrants” (Vaganten). I will offer multiple readings of the Alcsúth “experiment” using the existing historical sources and ethnographic accounts, Roma oral narrations about “Obrister Josef” and the estate “in the town of Kučel’a” (recorded by Anton Herrmann, 1891), and the analysis of the estate as a material text. The categories that defined the Roma in contemporary statist sources (the census from 1893) will be contrasted with the widely distributed reports in which Palatin Josef had presented the policy of social reform and a legalistic basis for understanding the rights to nomadic life and settlement that were largely critical of the contemporary administration’s laws of settlement – while reflecting on space, place, dwelling, and settlement as distinct dimensions of locality attached to the Roma people. Keywords: Gesellschaft für Zigeunerforschung, Gypsy Lore Society, Erzherzog Josef, settlements of Roma, Habsburg Empire, 19th century



Irfan Davulcular (Cyprom Association) and Chryso Pelekani (University of Cyprus; Cyprom Association). The role of CypRom for Cypriot Roma/Gurbetties Empowerment. CypRom is a non-governmental organization (NGO) and it is located in Limassol, Cyprus. CypRom has 40 members Roma and non-Roma, all from different backgrounds; teachers, researchers, housewives, lawyers, social workers, trainers, students etc. The main aim of CypRom is to improve the situation of Roma in Cyprus in the following four domains; in the education domain, in the welfare domain, in housing domain and in employment domain. Moreover, one of the main aims of CypRom is to fight against racism and discrimination and to promote Roma/Gurbetties of Cyprus social inclusion within the Cypriot Society. In order to enhance self-awareness, CypRom is planning to collaborate with other NGOs in Cyprus and in Europe which have been displaying a variety of actions and projects for (Roma) integration. Social and economic exclusion is the biggest challenge for Cypriot Roma youth. The Roma youth strives for economic empowerment and participation which will strengthen the path of social inclusion and active citizenship of young Roma. In this presentation some Roma/Gurbetties life stories will be presented and discussed through pictures and short videos. Also, future plans and dreams of Roma/Gurbetties of Cyprus will be mentioned.



Keywords: CypRom, Roma Youth, Story-telling, Empowerment



Ali Dayıoğlu (Near East University, Nicosia, North Cyprus). Rights of Roma People (Gurbet/Gurbeties) in North Cyprus. It is stated that the Roma first came to Cyprus at the beginning of the Middle Ages, that the second migration wave came in 1571, when the Ottomans conquered the island, and that a small number of Roma arrived in the 19 th century. As Muslim Roma were offered better economic and social conditions compared to their non-Muslim counterparts, a significant proportion of the Roma in Cyprus became Muslims after the conquest. Furthermore, they began speaking Turkish besides their own language. After the Ottoman period, when Cyprus remained under British sovereignty from 1878 to 1960, because of their religious beliefs, Muslim Roma were seen as part of the Turkish Cypriot community and Christian Roma were seen as part of the Greek Cypriot community. The same situation continued during the Republic of Cyprus (RoC) era. Even though they are accepted as a part of the Turkish community, among Turkish Cypriots, people of Roma origin are referred to as “Gypsy,” “Ole” or Gurbet. It should be said that many Muslim Roma define themselves as Gurbet/Gurbeties, roughly translated as “Foreigners”, and speak their spoken language, called Gurbetçe/Gurbetcha besides Turkish. After the military intervention of Turkey in 1974, nearly all the Muslim Roma started to live in North Cyprus. As in the rest of the world, they were deemed to be responsible for illegal activities in North Cyprus and as a result, they have been subjected to discrimination in many aspects of their life. The constant discrimination and the limitations on the education that was provided to them have caused them to struggle with unemployment. Developments like the occasional application of state repression against Roma who wish to maintain their culture and economic organization in North Cyprus, have forced many Roma families to migrate from North Cyprus. This paper aims to discuss Turkish Cypriot administration’s policies towards Roma people since 1974. In this context, after discussing the national and international obligations of the Turkish Cypriot administrations, policies and implementations towards these people will be explained.



Nurettin Demir (Hacettepe University, Turkey) and Melike Üzüm (Baskent University, Turkey). An Endangered Gypsy Language: Poshas. Languages without written forms are becoming extinct at an unprecedented rate in the current era. In order to preserve a variety of languages from this increasing danger, language documentation studies are gaining growing importance. In recent literature, the study of language documentation is argued to differ from dialectology studies as a discipline. Parallel to the growing interest to preserve endangered languages across the globe, in the Turkish sociopolitical context, language documentation studies are gaining increasing popularity and have already produced prolific research focusing on about 30 endangered languages due to lessening political concerns. For example, Ubihca (Ubykh), a language spoken in Kafkas and which entered Turkey in 1892 with migrations, disappeared in 1992 with the passing of the last speaker. In addition, Mlahso, which is a dialect of Syriac, Greek, and Arameish has recently disappeared due to various reasons. The Posha language, which is spoken by the Armenian Gypsies in the Northwest Anatolia region of Turkey, has not been researched extensively by linguists and is currently facing extinction. Located on Alibey Street in Cankiri, Poshas identify themselves as “Posha”, but are known to the local public as Cingene, Cingan, Elekci or Bohcaci, which are equivalents of “Gypsy” in Turkish. With an estimated population of 2000, the community includes families with two to three children, along with a couple generations.



The present study was funded by TUBITAK and explored the Cankiri Poshas in order to gain insight into the language and culture of this under-researched community. In this paper, the preliminary findings on the language and culture of Cankiri Poshas will be briefly presented by means of the data collected through observations, interviews, audio and video recorded observations, and field notes. The research questions include: What is the nature/structure of Posha language? What is the status of Posha language in the society? What kind of interactions are there among Posha and other local languages? What are the uses of Posha and other languages in speakers’ daily lives? Is Posha a special language used for specific purposes or does it have an independent status? What is the status of Posha regarding such issues of language death, language exchange, and language interactions? The present study address these research questions in light of the data collected in the language documentation study of Cankiri Poshas. The research findings are presented along with the examples from the field research.



James Deutsch (Smithsonian Institution, USA). “It’s the Gypsy in Me”: A Reassessment of Konrad Bercovici’s Contributions. Throughout much of the 1920s and 1930s, Konrad Bercovici (1882–1961) was considered one of the foremost experts on Gypsy lore. According to one source from 1929, “Bercovici writes about the Gypsies from the inside out. He speaks their language; he has lived with various tribes as they wandered here and there in many lands.” He could count as his friends and associates many leading figures of the early 20th century, including Charles Chaplin, Theodore Dreiser, Douglas Fairbanks, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Sigmund Freud, Emma Goldman, Ernest Hemingway, Mary Pickford, Paul Robeson, Carl Van Vechten, and Victor Weybright. When Chaplin sought to make a film about Gypsy life, Bercovici was the one he called upon. Bercovici authored or edited roughly 30 books, both fiction and nonfiction, including several on Gypsy lore: Ghitza and Other Romances of Gypsy Blood (1921), Love and the Gypsy (1923), Iliana: Stories of a Wandering Race (1924), Singing Winds: Stories of Gipsy Life (1926), and Story of the Gypsies (1928). His autobiography was even titled It's the Gypsy in Me (1941). Nevertheless, Bercovici remains largely forgotten today, perhaps too easily dismissed for his romanticization of the subject matter. This paper will trace the evolution of Bercovici’s interest in Gypsy lore and culture in order to reassess his contributions to the field. Primary sources will include materials from the Konrad Bercovici Collection at Syracuse University, the court records for Bercovici v. Chaplin at Cornell University, and more. Keywords: Memoir and autobiographies; 20th century; History; Literature; Gypsy Lore; Romanticization



Emine Dingeç (Dumlupinar University, Turkey). The Gypsy Woman in the Ottoman Empire in the 16th Century. The general purpose of my study is to review the family life and economic contributions of Gypsy women. Notwithstanding that, an important issue will also be focused on which confuses the researchers about Gypsy women. This issue is related with an opinion created towards the Ottoman Gypsy woman. Some researchers have identified the Gypsy woman with prostitution. But they are not so wrong to have such a wrong opinion anyway. Because there is a paragraph in Kanunnâme-i Kıbtiyân-ı Vilayet-i Rumeli dated 1530. Based on this paragraph, they reached the opinion that the Gypsy woman dealing with illegal acts among the Gypsies in Edirne, Plovdiv and Sofia of Rumelia state were paying cutting tax of monthly hundred akces. They even created the perception that prostitution was legalized and taxed in the Ottoman Empire. In my study, I project to correct the wrong opinion created on Gypsy women due to misinterpretation of this paragraph based on the documentary data as well as other remarks. Keywords: Gypsy, Copt, Women, Ottoman, tax



Thomais Douraki (independent legal scholar). Poverty, Vulnerability, Marginalization: Defending Roma Social Rights. The full potential for poverty reduction for marginalized groups, depends on the ability to improve security, policing and the rule of law. Many Europeans have experienced decreases in living standards resulting in poverty, but also growing inequalities. The most marginalized face extreme poverty, social isolation due to disability, gender, ethnicity and other factors, which leave individuals or groups in positions of low status and power. Economic exclusion is not the only challenge: Often extremely marginalized people cannot access these economic ladders, due to social circumstances and discrimination. This can mean that Roma are excluded from the benefits of collective action. Roma are groups that face big problems in accessing quality healthcare services, not only in terms of affordability, but also due to the lack of information, low literacy skills, poor access to services, high unemployment levels. Together with health and nutrition, education is one of the goods considered as fundamental for human development. Some groups face obstacles, such as discrimination. This is highly visible among Roma communities. Many face a stigma when accessing services. Access to healthcare services is a multidimensional issue. Roma people face individual barriers (such as age, gender, race, religion, communication skills etc.) as well as barriers at the level of health service providers (discrimination, poor management, poor training of the staff, lack of staff, etc.) and the health system (insufficient coverage, poor access to services, high costs etc.). Social justice, Roma’s economic participation, is a pathway towards their economic and social rights. It becomes more important than ever to reaffirm the universality of human rights. The European Pillar of Social Rights, could play an important role in defending social standards.



Cristina Ioana Dragomir (University of Pennsylvania; State University of New York at Oswego). Accessing Health Care: A Comparative Study of “Gypsy’ Narikuravars in India and a Romani Community in Romania. This paper explains how two Romani/”Gypsy” one from Tamil Nadu, India and the other from Ormenis, Romania access health care. The analysis is based on open-ended, qualitative interviews conducted in 2017 with Narrikurovar and Romani women, as the primary care givers within the community. Different from previous research that explored how the poor, marginal and most vulnerable access medical services and health insurance, the comparative study added another dimension: mobility or nomadism. Different from previous work conducted with Romani/”Gypsy” and nomadic communities that asserted the these communities are reluctant to use state and private health care services, this research explores how the Romani and Narrikurovar women actively seek health care access and are eager to use the government provided health insurance schemes. The paper also presents several recommendations: further detailed research with the community to understand which health challenges they face; and development of policies to enhance women’s education.



Katya Dunajeva (Pazmany Peter Catholic University, Hungary). Education Policies and Roma in Early and Contemporary Russia. This paper is based on the ongoing book manuscript entitled Education Policies and Roma in Early and Contemporary Russia. The research embeds Roma identity formation in the contemporary Russian politics, by examining the role schools play in delineating boundaries of belonging and the sense of nationhood. On multiple occasions Vladimir Putin claimed that Russia can be a “modern, forward-looking, [and] developing” country only with an “integral nation,” which in turn depends on patriotic youth; since “real patriotism is educated patriotism,” schools take up a special role in constructing this new, loyal society. I assess how the “patriotic re-education” government program is put in practice and how Roma are excluded in the process. In addition, I introduce nonstate actors involved in the education of Roma youth, especially with values of cultural pride. Through a close examination of an NGO involved in the Russian Roma settlement, I shed light on the contemporary anti-Western, xenophobic turn in Russia. I conclude with suggesting that Roma identity formation in the Russian context should be understood as a “Nested Identity.”



Viktor Elšík (Charles University, Prague). The Development of Additive Numerals in Romani: Indo-Aryan Heritage and Language Contact. While most simplex Romani numerals (viz. ‘1’ through ‘6’, ‘10’, ‘20’, and ‘100’) have been inherited from Old IndoAryan, the structure of complex Romani numerals does not continue the indigenous pattern (cf. Scala 2007). The paper will explore the origin and development of Romani ADDITIVE complex numerals, focusing on those involving the lower additive connector -u-, e.g. deš-u-duj [ten-and-two] ‘twelve’. First, I will summarize the functional and cross-dialect DISTRIBUTION of the additive connector -u- in present-day Romani and consider two alternative RECONSTRUCTIONS of its functional distribution in Proto-Romani (cf. Bakker 2001: 100–101, Boretzky & Igla 2004: 120–121, Elšík & Matras 2006: 164–165, Boretzky 2007: 325). Second, I will present an overview of the structure of additive numerals in INDO-ARYAN, including New Indo-Aryan (e.g. Berger 1986, Edelman 1999, Masica 1991), considering their morphosyntactic transparency, the linear order of their components, and the presence and identity of an additive connector. I will show that only those IndoAryan languages that are spoken a) on the periphery (e.g. Bashir 1988) or outside of South Asia or b) by tribal and outcast populations within the subcontinent exhibit any similarity to the Romani pattern. This strongly suggests that language contact has been involved in the development of the innovative additive numerals in Romani as well as in these languages. Finally, I will search for the CONTACT SOURCES of the structure of Romani additive numerals and of the lower additive connector -u-. After evaluating Beskrovny’s (1976) proposal that the structural pattern might be an early innovation due to contact with the isolate Burushaski and/or the Dardic Indo-Aryan languages, I will suggest an alternative scenario for a much later development of the Romani additive numerals in the northern Middle East, possibly in contact with Western Kurmanji in Anatolia (cf. Haig & Öpengin 2017). REFERENCES Bakker, Peter. 2001. Typology of Romani numerals. Sprachtypologie und Universalienforschung 54: 91–107. Bashir, Elena L. 1988. Topics in Kalasha syntax: an areal and typological perspective. University of Michigan, Ph.D dissertation. Berger, Hermann. 1986. Die Zahlwörter in den neuindoarischen Sprachen. Münchener Studien zur Sprachwissenschaft. München. 23–70. Beskrovny, V. M. 1976. A study of Gypsy numerals. Indian Linguistics 37: 215–219. Boretzky, Norbert. 2007. The differentiation of the Romani dialects. Sprachtypologie und Unversalienforschung 60: 314–336. Boretzky, Norbert & Igla, Birgit. 2004. Kommentierter Dialektatlas des Romani. Teil 1. Vergleich der Dialekte. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag. Edelman, Džoj (Joy) I. 1999. On the history of non-decimal systems and their elements in numerals of Aryan languages. In: Gvozdanović, Jadranka (ed.) Numeral types and changes worldwide. Berlin & New York: Mouton de Gruyter. 221–241. Elšík, Viktor & Matras, Yaron. 2006. Markedness and language change: the Romani sample. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. Haig, Geoffrey & Öpengin, Ergin. 2017. Kurmanji Kurdish in Turkey: structure, varieties, and status. In: Bulut, Christiane (ed.) Linguistic minorities in Turkey and Turkic-speaking minorities of the peripheries. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz. Masica, Colin. 1993. The Indo-Aryan languages. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Scala, Andrea. 2007. I numerali per le decine nel “rilievo zingaresco” di Ugo Pellis e il morfema moltiplicativo -var(-) nella romanī. Bollettino dell’Atlante Linguistico Italiano, III Serie, 31: 83–90.



Keywords: Romani language, additive numerals, Indo-Aryan, language contact



László Fosztó and Stefánia Toma (Romanian Institute for Research on National Minorities). Roma between Obstructing and Transformative Distances: Migration Process and Social Distance in Ethnically Mixed Localities in Romania. The aim of our article is to inquire into the interconnectedness of local social context, mobility processes and social transformation. We argue that migratory patterns of the local Roma population in ethnically mixed communities are shaped by the degree and modes of maintenance of social distance between the Roma and local majority. While social distance can shape the ways migrant networks develop, it also influences the way remittances are invested at home. The dynamic relationship between these processes contributes to the local social transformation. Our empirical material is based on the results of the MIGROM project. We carried out both survey and community studies. The analysis will focus on the comparison of two rural communities from Transylvania. One of the villages is ethnically segregated and our survey highlighted increased social distance between the local majority population and the Roma, while in the other village – although here there is also a segregated Roma community – social relations between the majority and the Roma are more intricate. The most visible aspect of the local separation is the housing segregation. This is present in both cases, but while in the first village Roma use their upward mobility to challenge social segregation and reduce physical distance (i.e., moving inside the village), in the other locality social ties are increasing in their importance while the communities maintain their physical separation. In case of the second community social relations are less burdened, tensioned, and development is more community based.



Lidia Gripenberg (Helsinki University). “I like their clothes, which show that they are Roma with dignity” – Opinions of Bulgarian Roma in Finland Concerning Finnish Roma. The paper investigates the experiences of Bulgarian Roma residing in Finland in regards to their relation to Finnish Roma. It aims to illustrate the meaning of global Roma identity and its implications for the everyday lives of migrants. The research data came from theme interviews and informal conversations conducted in connection with the ongoing research for my PhD thesis on “The Interaction of Finnish Roma and East European Roma in Finland”. The themes of the interviews are based on the findings of earlier academic research on Roma cultural and ethnic identity. The results show that all of the informants recognized Finnish Kaale to be Roma, but not the same type of Roma as themselves. A central finding is that the perceived sameness of ethnic identity among Bulgarian and Finnish Roma in Finland does not necessarily instill a sense of belonging, interaction and ethnic solidarity. It is the interplay of additional factors which, it turns out, is decisive for the outcome. Such factors can include the type of social organization that is intrinsic to the specific Roma group, additional layers of identity, the types of personalities involved, and the prerequisites created by the specific context. Keywords: Gypsies, Roma, ethnic identity, interaction, Bulgarian, Finnish, Roma Identity, belonging, migration



Nurşen Gürboğa (Marmara University, Turkey). The 1923 Turkish-Greek Population Exchange and Socio-economic Profile of the Exchanged Muslim Roma Community. This presentation will examine the social and economic conditions of the exchanged Muslim Roma people who were subject to the forced migration in the context of the 1923 population exchange between Turkey and Greece. The liquidation requisition papers of the exchanged Roma families include names of the family members, profession of the household head, the size and type of the family properties and names of their location in Greece. The papers provide with outstanding details on the social and economic conditions of the Muslim Roma families



before they left Greece. Although the papers are limited to the registered household heads and they exclude those who were not registered, they provide a snapshot picture of the exchanged Muslim Roma people. As reflected in the papers, most of the household heads in the requisition papers were originated from peasant community of Macedonia and Salonica, making a living by combining agricultural works with several artisanal works. Most of them were landless peasants employed as sharecroppers or agricultural workers in the tobacco and cotton fields or vineyards. One third of them lived in the cities and earned a living by combining agricultural works with artisanal activities, as well as by engaging in marginal works such as shoe shining, soup selling, and working in the tobacco factories. They constituted the lowest segment of the peasant community and the city poor which also indicate the discriminatory social and economic texture of the larger society and Greek State. Keywords: The 1923 Population Exchange, Muslim Roma Community, Greece, Socio-economic Profile



Tomáš Hrustič (Slovak Academy of Sciences). Strengths and Limitations of Community-Based Participatory Research Methodology in the Evaluation of Roma Political Empowerment in Slovakia. The presentation will describe retrospective evaluation of the National Democratic Institute’s (NDI) program of advancing civic and political engagement of Roma in Slovakia. The purpose of this endeavour was to deepen understanding of NDI’s underlying theory of democratic change for Roma political empowerment in CEE, particularly in Slovakia. This evaluation utilized Community-Based Participatory Research (CBPR) methodology with the key principle of creating a collaborative partnership with those closest to an issue as research and analytical partners. Using this model, we engaged Roma partners in each step of the research cycle, first by establishing a Roma Advisory Committee to scope and oversee the evaluation and then training Roma Research Assistants to implement community based research in 10 Roma communities in Central and Eastern Slovakia. In this way, Roma were involved in preparing the methodology of the research, as well as in data collection processes and at the end also in interpretation and analyses of the data. The presentation shares the authors experience with these processes of participatory evaluation, identifying the strengths and challenges of CBPR with marginalized Roma communities, focusing not only on the results of the evaluation, but also on the methodology and processes of CBPR model itself. Keywords: participatory evaluation, community-based participatory research, Roma political empowerment, research methodology, Slovakia



Claudia Iov (Babes-Bolyai University, Romania). The Desecuritization of Roma Issue-learning Identity Construction Process in School Using Formal and Informal Tools. The paper analyzes the prevalent security discourse created around the “Roma issue” throughout Europe, with a special focus on Romania, as case study, in order to explain the discriminatory socio-educational measures that were legitimized by this type of discourses. We are proposing a trans-disciplinary approach of this social reality, combining history with sociology, politics, economics and security studies. The conclusions will demonstrate that the best strategy in desecuritization of Roma-majority relations lies in initiating multicultural narratives through the politics of difference in schools and also in the society. We will be focusing on a non-formal tool used in one of our project, Photovoice seminar and PhotoVoice book, which proved to be very helpful in learning identity construction process at university. The paper will also analyze the role of “imagology” in developing multiculturalism in schools in order to encourage school continuity but also to explain the high rates of school dropouts, because of prejudice, economic and social vulnerabilities.



Slawomir Kapralski (Pedagogical University of Krakow, Poland). The Roma Agenda: Roma Leaders on the Past and the Future of Roma Politics. This presentation is based on the interviews conducted with several Roma leaders within a project “Direction Future: Twenty-Five Years of Freedom and the Roma.” I would describe the historical consciousness of the Roma



leaders and their attempts to reclaim Roma history from mainstream narratives. Then I present the main strands of Roma history leaders focused upon: the history of persecution leading to the genocide, the history of the Roma self-organization after the Second World War, the communist system and its collapse, and the enlargement of the EU. In the second part, I will focus on the relation between politics of identity and policy of redistribution as the imperatives of the Roma movement and review the forms of identity advocated by the leaders: civic, national, transnational and “postmodern.” Finally, I will present different opinions of the leaders regarding such issues as elitist vs. grassroots’ character of the Roma movement, the relation between Roma from Western and Eastern Europe, and the relation between Roma and non-Roma. Keywords: Roma movement, leaders, history, identity, redistribution, divisions



Andrej Kotljarchuk (Södertörn University, Stockholm, Sweden). Roma and Travellers of Sweden during World War II: Experts, Networks and Racial Cleansing Policymaking in Transnational Context. On the morning of Monday, 23 September 2013, the leading Swedish daily newspapers, Dagens Nyheter, presented its main front-page story with the following headline: “The police register thousands of Roma” revealed the existence of a computerized database stored on a server belonging to the regional police of Scania. The database file was saved in a folder evocatively named Kringresande (itinerants) and comprised a longstanding register of 4,029 persons of Romani descent from all over Sweden, organized in such a way as to show family relations. This news, understandably, led to horrified reactions by Swedish press and civil society. But how foreign is such registration to Sweden? How historically well-insulated have, indeed, Sweden been to anti-Romani experts? What happened with Swedish-Romanies during World War II? Since the mid-1930s, the Nazi regime concerned itself with the systematic registration and identification of Roma. At its 1935 Copenhagen Conference, Interpol's participating states backed the initiative proposed by representatives of the SS-dominated German police force regarding the creation of ‘an international registry of Roma in Vienna. It had been easier to classify Jews for records held by religious communities were readily available to the state. Many Roma in Sweden at that time were nomadic and ID-less. On 25 September 1942, the government of Sweden ordered personal registration of Roma and Travellers. The purpose of the registration was to solve “a problem” by mapping both these groups. The paper is based on recently de-classified sources from the National Archives of Sweden regarding the registration of Roma and Travellers undertaken in the fully-sovereign Sweden in 1942-44 and the role of experts, police and census takers. The focus is on the transnational context of registration undertaken in a comparative perspective with the Nazi-occupied Denmark and Norway. Keywords: Swedish Romanies, registration, experts, racial cleansing policy-making



Neven Kovačev (University of Zagreb, Croatia). The Roma in Zagreb in the 14th – 15th Centuries. The analysis of court registers and records of buying and selling of real estate published in the edition Povjestni spomenici slobodnog kraljevskog grada Zagreba [Historical Monuments of the Free Royal City of Zagreb], the first volume of which appeared in 1889, shows that several persons with the surname or the nickname Cigan, Cygan or similar lived in the late medieval Zagreb. Some historians who have dealt with the issue of the earliest presence of the Roma in the Croatian lands took those surnames or nicknames as the proof of the existence of the Roma population in Zagreb in the 14th and 15th centuries. However, the similarity of their surnames/nicknames with the word Cigan (Croatian word for Gypsy) seems to have been the only element that would suggest that those persons were members of the Roma ethnicity. The lack of criticism of some of the scholars who have dealt with this issue can be seen, furthermore, in their analysis of the other data about the aforementioned persons, such as their occupations and kinship relationships, and even their total number. This paper is based on the comparison of the historical sources that mention the aforementioned persons with the literature pertaining to the subject, thus trying to give a more precise account of the alleged presence of the Roma in Zagreb in the late middle ages.



Keywords: Roma, late middle ages, Zagreb.



Pavel Kubaník (Charles University, Prague). “Playing the Books” – The Role of Child-Structured Pretend Play in Second Language Socialization. Traditionally enculturation is viewed as a process in which novices learn from more experienced (and mostly older) people in their surroundings. In this view, children are presented rather as an object of external influences. Inspired by language socialization paradigm (Duranti et. al. 2011) I will present children in segregated Romani settlement of Eastern Slovakia as social actors in a process of second language (L2) acquisition within their peer group. I will focus on regular communicative event called by children themselves te bavinel (pro) kňiški “to play the books”, which is the idiomatic expression for pretend play (Goldman 1998) with school instruction as a main topic. I will analyze this pretend play as an opportunity of the children peer group (Cekaite et. al. 2014) to deal with their own knowledge of L2 (Slovak), school context, and with non-Romani world in general. Keywords: Language Socialization, Pretend Play, Childhood, Second Language Acquisition References: Cekaite, A., Blum-Kulka, S., Grover, V. and E. Teubal (Eds.). 2014. Children´s peer talk. Learning from Each Other. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press Duranti, A., Ochs, E. and B. B. Schieffelin. 2011. The Handbook of Language Socializatiion. Malden, MA: WileyBlackwell. Goldman, L. R. 1998. Child´s Play. Myth, Mimesis and Make-Believe. New York, Oxford: Berg.



Helen Kyratji (University of Cyprus). The Origin of the Term «Atsigganos». According to Kyrris (1969) the name Atsigganos derives from the greek word (Αθίγγανος= Αthigganos) meaning untouchable (do not touch) or from the Greek word τσίγγος (tsingos=zinc) meaning the person who works with zinc or metal pots. Another explanation for the origin of the name Atsigganos/Athigganos is provided by Kyrris (ibid) and it is related to the religious Christian group of untouchables. Anastasiou (1999) refers to a group of Christians, mostly Roma, living at Minor Asia under the Byzantine Authorities who avoided being touched especially during their meals. Although the name Atsigganos is widely used in Cyprus there is not yet a definite explanation or etymology of the origin of this name. In this presentation there is an attempt to make references to the historical times, social circumstances, actual cases and metaphors that the name Atsigganos has been used. This is very important to present the profile of Cypriot Roma during the years of living at the Island. Due to the fact that there is limited evidence of the Roma history in Cyprus there has been a thorough literature review and comparison of the existence research. A small scale survey between the Roma living at the city of Limassol at Cyprus shed some light at this issue of the Roma origin and historical presence at the Island. This study is one of the few attempts to present the historical and social profile of the Cypriot Roma. Therefore any findings are important for discussion and further research in this field.



Hristo Kyuchukov (Magdeburg-Stendal University of Applied Sciences, Germany) and Biser Alekov (Brussels, Belgium). Language and Culture of Muslim Roma from North-East Bulgaria. The paper is going to present the research findings from a study among Muslim Roma in North-east of part of Bulgaria. Two groups are in the focus of the research; Muslim Vlax Roma (Laxo) from the town of Provadiya (not so far form the city of Varna), and Xoraxane Roma from the village of Seslav. The Vlax Roma from Provadiya no longer speak Romani in their everyday communication, but the Xoraxane Roma are speakers of Romanil. Both groups use predominantly Turkish in their everyday life. The paper will present how both languages interact in various folklore genres. A linguistic analysis of the songs, fairytales, short poems and riddles/proverbs collected by the authors will be made in order to demonstrate the various degree of different languages influences on them. Together with this the paper aims at to present the Turkish as spoken by the groups and analyses how Romani influences their Turkish. Along with this a comparison of Turkish spoken in both groups with the Turkish spoken in Ottoman Empire will be made. Reference: Redhouse, J. M. (1884) Simplified Grammar of the Ottoman-Turkish Language. London



Barbara Rose Lange (University of Houston, USA). Roma Singers and the Hungarian Copyright System Hungary’s copyright system has recently aligned with international and European Union intellectual property provisions that give protection to individual authorship. However, vernacular music-making, including that of Roma from several ethnolinguistic groups, has continuously challenged that system. This paper discusses how the Hungarian copyright system has regarded Roma singers, focusing on cases since 2000. It draws upon ethnographic fieldwork conducted in Hungary’s Roma communities and upon legal and regulatory documents such as records of civil suits in Hungary, court judgments, opinions issued by the Hungarian Copyright Experts Board, and announcements by Artisjus, the national organization that determines authors’ rights in music and assesses copyright fees. Roma singers considered “folk” have brought some lawsuits in which they assert authorship and allege copyright violation; in other cases from popular song, it is the Copyright Experts Board and Artisjus who see Roma singers violating copyright. This paper argues that notions of individual creativity in some of Hungary’s Roma communities do not fit well with the administration of Hungarian intellectual property law, and it inquires to what extent critical theory on the commercial use of African American music (Arewa) applies to the situation of Roma music in Hungary. Keywords: Roma folksong, Roma pop, copyright, intellectual property law



Theofild-Andrei Lazar and Elena-Loreni Baciu (West University of Timișoara, Romania). The Influence of Social Capital on the Educational Attainment of Roma Persons: Evidence from a Qualitative Research in Romania. Although the settlement of the Roma population in Europe took place almost a thousand years ago, today still there are many signs of lack of acceptance of this ethnic minority by the nationals of the various countries they chose to settle in, as reported by important international agencies. Discrimination against the Roma ethnics takes various forms, with dramatic results, that can be traced in the quality of life of the Roma ethnics in Europe, described through their health status, life expectancy, educational attainment, literacy, housing situation, income level, employment, access to public services, which are consistently reported as very low, compared to the nonRoma populations around Europe. Drawing on a bottom-up study of Roma individuals’ experiences of accessing the Romanian labour market, this article makes use of the social capital theory framework to analyse the educational outcomes of persons from this ethnic group. The results of the study point out that both the structural and the cognitive dimensions of the social



capital of Roma persons have an important impact on their educational achievements. The article also discusses the influences exerted by the two types of social capital (bonding and bridging) over the Roma persons’ educational paths, and the implications these findings have over the programs addressed to increasing the educational attainment of Roma persons and their overall social inclusion. Keywords: Roma persons’ educational attainment, social capital, segregation, social inclusion



Olga Magano (Portuguese Open University; Instituto Universitário de Lisboa) and Manuela Mendes (University of Lisbon; Instituto Universitário de Lisboa). Key Factors for the Educational Continuity and Success of the Portuguese Ciganos/Roma. The goal of this presentation is to analyse the impact of some public policies on the school trajectories of socially vulnerable Gypsy people who resident in the Metropolitan Areas of Lisbon and Porto. Through the carrying out of qualitative research, the analysis of key factors will allow us to understand the reasoning behind the scholastic continuity and educational success of certain Gypsy people, as well as the identity (re)configuration processes associated with the education paths of these individuals. We find that trajectories are not only intertwined with public policies and programmes, but also with other explanatory factors inherent to the individual, to the type of support he/she receives from his/her family, the presence of key figures in their lives, and the importance of peers and institutional factors inherent to the way public schools operate. Keywords: Gypsies; education; public policies; social inequalities



Elena Marushiakova and Veselin Popov (University of St Andrews). Commencement of Organized Roma Civil Movement. After the disintegration of the Ottoman Empire and establishment of new Christian ethno-national states in the Balkans, Muslim Roma who became citizens of the newly established states arose and aspirations for civil emancipation developed. On the basis of archival and media sources the proposed paper will introduce the first manifestation of organized civic movement for equal rights of Roma and the reaction of the public to it. In 1901 in Bulgaria changes to the electoral law were adopted according to which Muslim Roma (at that time the majority of Roma in Bulgaria) and nomadic Roma (relatively small share from total Roma population) “cannot be voters”, i.e. they were deprived from voting rights in spite of the fact that the Bulgarian constitution of that time guaranteed equal voting rights to all Bulgarian citizens regardless of ethnic origin. In response to these anti-constitutional and discriminatory restrictions on 19.12.1905 in Sofia a “Kıpt Congress” was opened, which adopted a resolution to the parliament, with a request for restoring full civil right for Roma. The proposed paper will disclose the proceeding and the decisions taken at the congress and will analyse them from the point of view of then Roma socio-political visions. Key words: Kıpt Congress, electoral rights, civic movement



Petre Matei (“Elie Wiesel” National Institute for the Study of the Holocaust, Romania). Roma Deportees to Transnistria – Strategies of Survival. In 1942, 25.000 Romanian Roma were deported to Transnistria. Around half of them survived their deportations. Of interest for this paper is what made the difference and helped some survive their deportations, what survival strategies were used to maximize their chances. The Roma deportees were treated differently. The sedentary deportees had better chances to claim their return from Transnistria, by making use of certain legislation loopholes and their petitions were shaped accordingly. Because there were no similar provisions for the nomadic Roma, they couldn’t use the legal argument. However, they made use of a combination of means: they hid themselves, bought land and houses, or convinced villagers



into signing and sending petitions to various authorities claiming that those Roma were settled, hard-working people. There were numerous attempts to return to Romania. Some managed to return legally, others tried to forge such documents or fled with no documents at all. It came to certain networks. Once they were home, some tried to obtain from the local authorities certificates of Romanian ethnic origin/ “good behavior” to avoid other deportations. Another way to make sure their own family would not be deported was to volunteer to serve in the army. Roma with various backgrounds approached and asked help from different personalities. Interestingly, there are hundreds of cases where people from different villages and cities asked that their Roma neighbors must be exempted from deportations or, if already deported, to be sent back home. However, this help tended to be offered along ethnic or religious affinities. Keywords: Genocide, Holocaust, resistance, memory



Manuela Mendes (University of Lisbon; Instituto Universitário de Lisboa) and Olga Magano (Portuguese Open University; Instituto Universitário de Lisboa). The School from the Point of View of Portuguese Ciganos (Roma): An Ethnographic Approach. This presentation aims to present some results of research about the impact of public policies on the education trajectories of Portuguese Ciganos, including men and women, individuals and families. This study encompasses a literature review, document analysis centred on public policies, programmes and projects and interviews with individual and institutional stakeholders. An ethnographic approach is used for the analysis of the several dimensions that reveal the reproduction of social and space inequalities regarding Portuguese Ciganos/Roma. In this research, the ethnographic approach was carried out in three selected areas of the Lisbon Metropolitan Area and took place between June and December 2014, followed by a period of sporadic visits to the field (s). The most challenging time in the field was faced when we extended the periods of observation of the everyday lives of the persons we met in these neighbourhoods. Some of the individuals raised questions about the reasons of our presence: “Why are you staying here? I’ve already answered to everything!” Conducting ethnographic observation together with semi-structured interviews allowed us to collect several direct testimonies on the topics about the connection between families and school. However, if the relational informality that we built up allowed us to get insight into the everyday of Ciganos who were known to us, it soon created some hindrances, either in terms of the difficulty of scheduling the activities in the field, or in keeping the timetable of the pre-arranged interviews. Keywords: Ciganos; Roma; ethnographies, methodology, Portugal



Kati Mikkola (Finnish Literature Society). Roma Folklore and the Borders of Finnishness: Notes on the Folklore Collections in the Archives of the Finnish Literature Society. In my paper, I will look at the folklore collections in the archives of the Finnish Literature Society (SKS) from the point of view of the borders of Finnishness, with particular attention to archival materials on the Finnish Roma. When large scale collecting of folklore begun in the 19th century in Finland, the Finnish Roma communities not only had their own traditions, but also a great deal of cultural knowledge in common with non-Roma; after all, many of the families had lived in the country for generations. I will show that at times the Roma turn up in the folklore materials as the transmitters of Finnish folklore – in this context, they were no different than other Finnish informants. For example, 16 Roma informants can be found in the collections of Suomen kansan vanhat runot (SKVR, “the ancient poems of the Finnish people”), that contains the majority of the original sources of Kalevala-



type poetry. I will analyse also the collections of Matti Simola, the first collector who sent Roma’s own folklore to SKS. Simola was an uneducated manual labourer who sent Roma folklore to the Archives on his own initiative in the late 1950s. The people working at the archives were surprised and bemused at Simola’s materials, as they did not seem to fit the categories and themes of Finnish folklore. As the example of Simola shows, despite official attempts to collect representations consonant with prevailing scientific and national ideals, archival materials ultimately turn out to be unpredictable and diverse. Keywords: the Finnish Roma, nation, folklore, Finland



Kodo Miura (Photographer, translator, Japan). All These Never Obsolete Images: An Investigation on “Gypsy” Images in the Digital Sphere. Any investigation into the images of “Roma” and their culture is bound by the cultural layers “Gypsy”, which falls back to a historical invented construct by the mainstream society. Given that, this construct, unchanged to date, embodies a variety of the visualizations of “Gypsy” and plays a crucial role in reproducing unilateral negative stereotypes. In opposition to that, some Roma have been attempting to manifest their self-identity with the help of the material keepsake such as family-photograph. Nowadays, a mass of images about “Gypsy” have been widely spread in the digital sphere, especially in the interfaces of a variety of the SNSs such as Facebook, Pinterest, Instagram, etc. They are mostly vernacular images reflecting the never obsolete romantic view of the minority such as fashion and lifestyle images, which show close relevance to the “Gypsy” motives in old postcards from the last century. Therefore central to my analysis is grounded in an exploration of the particular algorithm such as hashtags “#gypsy” etc. on the SNSs, which seem to reflect our collective desire of seeing on “Gypsy”. Keywords: photography, materiality, archive, digital culture, in-material, identity, memorial culture, historiography, stereotype, media-science



Yana Moroz (Sofia University St Kliment Ohridski). The Power of the Word. Verbal Expression of God in a Pentecostal Romani Community in Sofia. The study explores the members of the Pentecostal Fiery Church in the Hristo Botev district in Sofia, Bulgaria. The members of the church are of predominantly Romani descent. Religion and the church in particular play a major role in the life of the society. Verbal expressions of faith are an important part of the experience of the group from a religious and a social perspective. This study explores these verbal expressions as demonstrated in three specific formats with the worship of the church members: preaching (which can be done by the pastor or other members of the church, as designated), testimonies (stories of God’s interaction in the daily experience of the members) and glossolalia (often called speaking in tongues). All three of these demonstrations involve a level of non-verbal communication in their delivery, but it is the words that have a particular potency, as well as having particular functions. It is these functions, within the Fiery Church, that form the foci of this study. Keywords: Pentecostal, Romani, Preaching, God, Glossolalia, Testimonies



Mihaela Moscaliuc (Monmouth University, New Jersey, USA). Dangerous Fictions: Gypsies in the American Imaginary. Prejudice against Roma remains widespread in Europe, taking the form of populist and/or officially-sanctioned hostility and discrimination in the labor market, education, mass media, and politics. Brief and sporadic as it might



be, news coverage in the United has been drawing attention to Roma’s challenging position, inviting reconsiderations of their place in the popular imagination. However, romanticized constructions of Gypsies continue to proliferate in literature, arts, pop culture, and as brands and market commodities. Besides being the subject of TV series and reality shows such as “My Big Fat American Gypsy Wedding,” “Gypsy Sisters,” and “American Gypsies,” which traffic in stereotypes, Gypsies figure in gaming, have been appropriated to inspire highfashion collections and new hits (such as Bonnie Rait’s 2016 “The Gypsy in me”), as branding for retail businesses, or as “guides” for elite “counter-culture” (see Julia Chaplin’s Gypset Style). While Roma remain one of the most disenfranchised European minorities, “gypsiness” appears to undergo a new phase of commodification, fueling personal and collective fantasies. This paper examines this dichotomy and looks at ways of addressing the commodification and cultural appropriation of “gypsiness” by mainstream cultures. Keywords: Gypsy; Roma; trafficking; global culture; cultural appropriation; commodification; stereotypes



William New (Beloit College, Wisconsin) and Hristo Kyuchukov (Magdeburg-Stendal University of Applied Sciences, Germany). Why are So Many Romani Children Still in Segregated Special Education? Beginning in the communist era, most Romani children were identified by schools as ‘educationally defective,’ often on the basis of poor command of dominant national languages. They were then placed in special institutions and classrooms, where they comprised a large majority of students. This practice was declared a human rights violation in 2007 by the European Court of Human Rights, but since that time not very much has changed. A primary means by which Romani children are still classified as ‘defective’ is the continued use of intelligence tests in national languages to assess school readiness. Romani children tend not to fare well on these tests and are dispatched to special classes, which they often only leave when they drop out of school altogether. School authorities judge children’s facility with the Romani language, and with ethnolects of national languages, as a liability and limitation to learning, rather than as an asset to cognitive development. These tests grossly misrepresent the linguistic competence and the intelligence of these bilingual children, and misunderstand generally the relationships between linguistic and cognitive development. Our research -- based on data gathered in Bulgaria, Slovakia, and Czech Republic -- suggests that the language development of Romani children labeled as disabled is in fact well within the normal development ranges for bilingual children, when compared to an international reference set. We discuss the forms of anti-racist, bilingual education that these students deserve.



Lurdes Nicolau (Centro em Rede de Investigação em Antropologia, Portugal). Gypsies at School: A Look at the Past and the Present. The Case of Portugal. In Portugal the schooling of the Gypsy population began in 1974 with the end of the dictatorship and the establishment of the democracy. Nevertheless nomadism or seminomadism, economic shortcomings, absence of social / cultural / family stimuli are some of the reasons used to explain the low frequency of Gypsy students in schools. Only in the last decades has there been more affluence due to several public policies implemented, particularly the social Integration Income. This action, which began in 1996, has introduced important changes in this population, particularly in areas such as schooling, personal hygiene and housing, health or sedentary lifestyle. Recent research shows that the school level of the Gypsy population increased but school dropouts and failure remain high, a reality that was also found in the north of the country. In this region, an ethnographic study was carried out and for that was adopted a qualitative methodology using direct and participant observation and also interviews of Gypsies’ parents and some non-Gypsy professors. Both groups talked about the main difficulties of Gypsy children in school. According to the information gathered, nowadays several factors affect these students’ schooling, especially poor housing conditions, parents’ illiteracy or low schooling, lack of follow-up in daily study, absence of models in their environment, non-attendance of preprimary education and discrimination. Keywords: Gypsies, school, dropouts, failure



Ewa Nowicka (Collegium Civitas, Warsaw) and Maciej Witkowski (University of Dąbrowa Górnicza, Poland). Roma Education in Poland: Ethnographic Perspective. The paper presents research outcomes showing the long-term effects of the new type of Polish state policy towards the Roma minority. This strategy, oriented toward social cohesion, is strongly influenced by the following idea: “educating and schooling Roma”. It is based on the assumption that Roma marginalization is rooted in educational deficiencies. So, for the last 15 years we have observed the intensive, like never before, junction of various educational, sometimes hybrid, tactics, which have become an ordinary element of the Roma communities’ local life. The authors present different kinds of qualitative data collected over several years of observing changes in the local Roma/nonRoma relations in southern Polish Carpathian villages. In recent decades the ‘new’ Roma elites have started considering the educational development as a fundamental means for achieving (declared as desired) social cohesion. However, the research results generally devoted to the Roma adaptation to conditions of a democratic society show that this minority implements its emancipation aspirations ignoring the common sensual schemes. The present policy leads to the improvement of official statistics of educational progress among Roma. However, it does not actually increase the extent of their social cohesion. On the contrary, the study of mutual relations of the Roma and non-Roma local communities demonstrates that social and psychological distance has acquired a new quality which often leads to the development of hostile attitudes on both sides. In this sense, the present education policy contributes to the new form of the ethnic boundary and to constantly deepening Roma marginalization. Keywords: anthropology, marginalization, integration, education



Chryso Pelekani (University of Cyprus). Minorities in Cyprus; The Case of Gurbetties. Although the concept of minorities emerged in the 16th century when the Reformation Movement and the Absolute Monarchies first appeared, along with the concept of protection of the minorities, as yet it has not been possible to reach a definition agreed by all sides, mainly because of the hesitation of the states to bind themselves to a legal definition regarding to this matter for the fear of losing national unity. A similar policy was followed in Cyprus. Therefore, in Cyprus, only “religious groups” were recognised as minorities: Armenians, Maronites, and Latins. The Roma People (Gurbet/Gurbetties) who were an ethnic and linguistic minority group, were not perceived as a minority. This presentation will mention briefly the concept and the definition of the minorities and then will refer to the Gurbetties of Cyprus who according to Kyrris (1969) came to Cyprus during Venetian times and, after the Declaration of Cyprus Independence in 1960, became members of the Turkish Cypriot Community. The main aim of this paper is to discuss the policies of the Republic of Cyprus (RoC) towards Gurbetties. In this context, after explaining the national and international obligations of the RoC, policies and implementations towards these people will be discussed. Key words: Cyprus, RoC Constitution, Minorities, Gurbetties



Tatiana Podolinská (Institute of Ethnology, Slovak Academy of Sciences). Visible and Secure (?) – A New Form of Cultural Identity as the Source of a New Form of Security. The contribution is meant to be a micro-case study to the issue of institutional production and reproduction of security of selected minority group in Slovakia, through tracing the process of social networking and reconstruction of the (ethnic) identity on religious base. Principal attention is paid to the analysis of the trans-social and trans-ethnic discourse and the concept of New Roma as a de-ethnicised and ahistorically constructed label with positive and non-ascriptive connotations. The Pentecostal concept of the Family of God is studied in connection with the perception of the increased feeling of security not only within primary (family) networks, but also within hybrid (religion-based) networks. The New Roma concept offered to Roma by pastors would increase the potential of Roma to enter also secondary (professional) and other kinds of networks within the mainstream society and allow them positive visibilisation at the meso-level of society. The author points out that in Slovakia forced or artificial ethnicisation is connected with almost exclusively negative visibilisation of the categories of Rom/Roma both at the level of the common sence a n d p o l i t i c a l discourse. What concerns the potential of Roma ethnic mobilization and conceptualization of Roma nation, the traditional type of ethnicity (based on traditional definitions of the nation) is often intentionally over-communicated. Both ethnicisation (excessive accentuation of the ethnic perspective) and de-ethnicisation (its intentional suppression) usually serve as practical (political) tools for an objective fixing of the unfavourable position of Roma ethnic minority. This may produce strong feeling of cultural hostility and insecurity at “both sides”. The cultural security of ethnic/linguistic minorities covers the social conditions and institutional context which allow their members to develop a sense of belonging to their country and simultaneously strengthen their autonomy in cultural spheres. Roma, just like any other (ethnic) group, have the potential to become a group as real actors, as a network of organisations and functioning agendas leading to a unifying platform covered by terms like “Roma nation”, “Romanihood”, Rom, Roma. Study of the Pentecostalism among Roma in Slovakia is offered just as a specific example of the case. At this point, nevertheless, it is worth to point out that only positive visibility brings legitimacy, which can translate into security. The equation between visible and secure can be attained only by applying the principles established in the legislation at the macro-level and their projection onto the broad spectrum of institutions at the meso-level (political parties, education, healthcare, media discourse), accompanied by the creation of secondary networks of interlinked nature with the possibility of real entry for Roma, as well. The New Roma concept offered to Roma by pastors is likely to increase the potential of Roma to enter also secondary (professional) and other kinds of networks within the mainstream society and allow them positive visibilisation at the meso-level of society. Hence, the new forms of social networking hand in hand with the new concept of de-ethnicised and deessentialised identity would allow Roma to change the management technics from making security through invisibility to a more emancipative and assertive technique employing the paradigm “more (positive) visibility = more (cultural) security”. The research was supported by Slovak national grant agency VEGA, within the project 2/0099/15 Label Roma – its emic and ethic reflections and social impact. References: JENKINS, Richard [1997] 2008: Rethinking Ethnicity. Arguments and Explorations. Thousand Oaks, Calif.: SAGE. JUSIONYTE Jeva/GOLDSTEIN, Daniel 2016: In/visible – In/secure. Optics of regulation and control, in: Focaal – Journal of Global and Historical Anthropology 75, p. 3–13. [doi:10.3167/fcl.2016.750101] PODOLINSKÁ, Tatiana 2014: Questioning the Theory of Deprivation: Pentecostal Roma in Slovakia, in: THURFJELL, David/ MARSH, Adrian (eds.), Romani Pentecostalism: Gypsies and Charismatic Christianity. Frankfurt am Main: Peter Lang Academic Research, p. 89–107.



PODOLINSKÁ, Tatiana/ HRUSTIČ, Tomáš 2011: Religion as a Path to Change. Bratislava: Fridrich Ebert Stiftung. PODOLINSKÁ, Tatiana/ HRUSTIČ, Tomáš 2014: Religious change and its effects on social change for Roma in Slovakia, in: Acta Ethnographica Hungarica 59/1, p. 241–262 [doi: 10.1556/AEthn.59.2014.1.12]



Kristina Richardson (Queens College, City University of New York). What Can Medieval Middle Eastern “Gypsies” Teach Us about Modern Diasporas? In a recent Der Islam article, I argued that by the 13th century, ghurabā’ (lit., “strangers”) was the classical Arabic umbrella term for so-called Gypsies. To medieval observers, the ghurabā’ represented a single social group united by a common lifestyle, but in reality they encompassed peripatetic and semi-nomadic speakers of sīn (a lexicon of mostly unknown origin embedded in an Arabic grammar), Romani, Domari, Lomavren, Persian, and Semitic languages. In my paper I will show that most medieval ghurabā’ publicly identified with heterodox Islamic beliefs and practices, namely Shi’ism, antinomian Sufism, and/or occult practices. I argue that rejection of orthodox Sunnism formed a key component of the identities of the medieval ghurabā’, which may help us understand the religious history of many Muslim “Gypsy” communities today that still bear the name Ghurbat. The Kurbat of Syria speak Domari, and the Ghorbat are Shi’ite Afghan itinerants who speak Ghorbati (a lexicon of mostly unknown origin embedded in a Persian grammar). In Europe we find the Muslim Romani Gurbéti clan in Serbia and Albania, the Muslim Gurbét clan living in Crimea, and the Cypriot Muslim Romani Gurbet who speak Gurbetçi—a Romani lexicon imbedded in a Cypriot Turkish grammar.



Raluca Bianca Roman (University of St Andrews; University of Helsinki). Belonging, In-between: On the Limits of Categories and Subjective Understandings of Relationality. In this paper, my aim is to focus on the experience of belonging among specific segments of the Roma population and, more precisely, the ways in which individuals presenting themselves as being 'outside' of their own groups understand their lives in relation to others. Based on more than two years of fieldwork among Finnish Kaale (Finnish Roma), I centre specifically on the subjective and inter-subjective experience of those I call in-betweeners, individuals who do not easily fit into narrow cultural or ethnic categories, but who regularly navigate between their diverse and often multiple attachments, both with majority population and with the community they relate to: as people born into mixed marriages (of Roma and non-Roma), as women who chose to abandon elements of what are considered central proofs of Roma belonging (dress, customs, age/gender hierarchy) or as individuals who grew up detached from the central unit of solidarity (the family). Some of the contradictions these individuals embody and the continuous crossing between trying to fit in and wanting to find a way out, highlight not only the complexity of ‘group belonging’ but the struggles that lie within attempts of attachment to or detachment from others. Their stories are, therefore, means of understanding belonging as experienced in relation to each other and they are central to understanding diverse forms of resistance to outside categories and labels. In this context, this paper proposes an exploration of individual belonging as a constant reconfiguration of one’s position in the world, at once personal and relational, aiming to highlight the ways in which individuals themselves continuously assess processes of categorisation and selfcategorisation.



Julieta Rotaru (Metropolitan Library of Bucharest) and Kimmo Granqvist (Södertörn University, Sweden). The Formation of the ‘Țigănii’ and the Exclusively Romani Villages. In the absence of written records about the migration of the Roms in Romania, there are no certitudes about their first settlements and habitats, either. We may nevertheless reconstruct this reality through corroboration of the available archival records, although reflecting quite a late phase, and through comparison with the formation and



development of the Romanian village. For 500 years the village represented the family of the founder, fact which determined the existence of a strong bond of solidarity. Besides this organisation patterns, other types of villages coincided (settlements formed around a mill or a post, or by immigrants from Balkans or Transylvania, etc.). Among these villages, Romani ‘shelters’ (sălaș) settled down. The growth of these ‘shelters’ ushered in 150 years into formation of the ‘Țigănii’ at the outskirt of the village. With time, few of these ‘Țigănii’ become exclusively Roma villages. The study of these villages, the organisation of which emulates thoroughly the Romanian village, reveals the coexistence of the Roms with the majority population. Based on unedited and published archival documents, we endeavour to track the formation of the Romani settlements from the 14 th century onwards, up to the 1838 first modern census of the population of Romania, illustrating with two case studies on two exclusively Romani villages extant nowadays with the names Țigănia Giulești (Ilfov County) and Fântânele (Dâmbovița County). The understanding of this process, being a subject which is not addressed so far, may offer models for the future coexistence. Keywords: Romanian Roms, history of the Roms, Romani settelments, coexistence



Sunnie Rucker-Chang (University of Cincinnati). Defining Self by Way of the Other in Roming (Jirí Vejdelek, Czech Republic, Romania, Slovakia, 2007). The 2007 road film Roming, by Czech filmmaker Jirí Vejdelek, is situated against an expanding Europe, where the primacy of European transnationalism blurs national specificity. (Balibar, 2004) Even in the absence of whiteSlovak characters, Roming, estsblishes “Rom,” as Other, visibly different, and therefore distant from the Slovak majority. The defining idea of Rom as Other is analyzed, interpreted, challenged, and reaffirmed ironically through reductionist dichotomies, including urban/rural, educated/uneducated, Roma/non-Roma, white/black, and father/son. Through the film, we are offered what appears to be an “authentic” representation of the Romani lives through the experiences of multiple generations of Romani peoples who offer varying examples of what being Rom, and therefore “Roming,” can embody, which in the film includes stereotypical portrayals, educated youth, and a non-Rom character who employs “Gypsy-face,” a form of minstrelsy that is akin to blackface or brownface— a means of self-racialization. (Peiró, 2012; Lott and Marcus, 2013; Perez, 2016) In this paper, I discuss the complicated imagery of “Rom” as expressed in the film. I also explain why the road film is an ideal genre to express the personal growth, community exploration, and self-revelations explored in the film. Finally, I analyze the various images of Roma that are offered in the film and how it engages in multiple discourses of nation and community building regarding Europe broadly, Slovakia narrowly, and, most importantly, Roma specifically. Keywords: representation, road film, transnationalism, self-racialization



Helena Sadílková (Charles University, Prague). Memories That Do Not Fit: Romani Recollections of Life in Communist Czechoslovakia. The expert interpretation of the position of Roms as a specific group of citizens in the communist Czechoslovakia established in the Czecho-Slovak region in the 1990’s highlights their position as one of the collective victims of the communist policies. In this interpretation, Roms are viewed as more or less passive objects of manipulative, socialengineering practices that have led to the disruption and erosion of their socio-cultural integrity/ identity. This interpretation can be read in parallel with the currently revisited interpretation of the position of the whole of the Czechoslovak society under the “communist regime” as such, established roughly in the same time. Memories of their life under communism of many Roms from the former Czechoslovak territory however only partially fit - if at all - into this interpretation framework. On the example of recorded memories by several Romani narrators, I will focus in my contribution on the way in which these people narrate their past in communist Czechoslovakia and how they negotiate their memories with the existing interpretation frameworks.



Eirik Saethre (University of Hawai‘i at Manoa). Romani Health: A Nexus of Signification. Over the past several years, governments, NGOs, medical professionals, and social scientists have been increasingly attentive to Romani health issues. Seeking to address pervasive disparities, this work is often grounded in quantitative data and motivates health policies and interventions. Expanding the scope of Romani health research, this paper demonstrates the importance of thinking critically and interdisciplinarily about wellness, disease, and treatment. For instance, national and international programs aimed at improving Romani health could be reframed in terms of biopower, medicalization, governmentality, and neoliberalism. Similarly, high rates of ill health, caused in part by factors such as malnutrition and inadequate sanitation, could be examined through lived experience, structural violence, and social suffering. Drawing from my work in Serbia’s informal settlements, I suggest ways in which Romani health research can productively address contemporary debates within the social sciences.



Matt T. Salo. Dynamics of Traveler Ethnogenesis and Ethnic Persistence. The processes of ethnogenesis and ethnic maintenance among Travelers have been little studied, although much speculated upon. By focusing on the history of traveling families of disparate origins that coalesced into an ethnic American Traveler entity, known as Roaders, we will endeavor to establish which intrinsic and more global drivers were most salient in ethnic group formation and persistence. By tracing their histories and interpreting them from the perspective of participants we learn what the people themselves thought important. Situating the actors in a broader matrix also allows us to elucidate their life trajectories as subjects to more general social, economic and political trends. Traveler identity development is traced through separation from their previous existence and recruitment into a traveling way of life involving an acceptance of new values, social networks and ways of making a living. The significance of this Traveler ethos for ethnic persistence is explored through the formation of new ethnic boundaries, life-style endogamy and avoidance of proletarianization. Comparisons with other Traveler groups, for example, English, Irish and Scottish show many similarities. Further research is needed to indicate which causes are shared in common. Keywords: Travelers, ethnogenesis, ethnic persistence, ethnic boundaries, lifestyle endogamy



Sheila Salo. A Case of Intergroup Conflict, The Bronx, 1907-1908. Just after Christmas of 1907, a Kalderash Rom family accused neighboring Ludar of theft. Such events were uncommon and even more rarely documented. The trial transcript, together with other primary sources, will be used to present the backgrounds of the actors and the setting, and to discuss the dispute itself. In turn, the firstperson testimonies help illuminate issues of social and economic organization, particularly ethnicity. Keywords: History, conflict, ethnicity, social organization, economic organization, United States, Rom, Ludar



Viktor Shapoval (Moscow City University). O Devleskro Lav: Romani Bible Translations in the Light of Textual Criticism. The last decades have brought us many new translations of some parts of the Bible into various Romani dialects. That is a sign of that people's cultural activity and its unique level is very fruitful and positive for many reasons. One of them is a large amount of new linguistic materials on Romani dialects. There are several independent lines



of development in this process. The textual history of the Bible was not simple before. Taking any book of the Bible, one finds a very developed tree of textual versions in many languages. Independent translators into Romani have usually chosen as a sample for them only the concrete Bible translation of the country where they dwell. E.g., the choices between 'the tree of life' and 'the book of life' (Revelation 22:19), between 'the sparrow' and 'the [small] bird' (Luke 12:6) are not new questions emerging in some Romani translations. Or, in some secondary translations based on the Christian Orthodox South- and East-Slavic tradition the Greek word kyrios 'master, lord' used to be regularly replaced by Rai Devel 'Lord God'. This choice could create a tautological formula having no parallel in Greek: o kyrios mou kai o theos mou 'My Lord and my God' (John 20:28) = Raya Devla i Devla miro, etc. So, now we have an opportunity to see how a new branch of the Bible textual criticism is growing. Keywords: textual criticism, Bible, Romani translations



Punita G. Singh. Flamenco Trails and Tales: Exploring the India–Spain Connection. An art form blending song, dance and musicianship, Flamenco is proudly claimed as a national treasure in Spain. In 2010, it was declared an ‘intangible cultural heritage of humanity’ by the United Nations. A more tangible heritage is often attributed to India, the country Gitano (Gypsy) exponents of the genre believe to be the land of their ancestors. The search for musical roots has brought many Flamenco performers to India, typically to the state of Rajasthan where there seem to be the most evident traces of the Flamenco trail. Mutual intrigue and the urge to forge cultural alliances have also taken Indian artists to Spain to share the stage with Flamenco performers. The ‘Jodhpur Flamenco Gypsy Festival’ conceived by Roberto Nieddu brought Indian and Spanish performers together with patronage from the Jodhpur royal family and the Spanish government. The ‘Flamenco India’ show created by eminent director Carlos Saura provided opportunities for artists from both countries to collaborate, culminating in a grand production staged in Spain. Individual partnerships between dancers have also juxtaposed Flamenco with Indian classical dance forms, showcasing similarities in hand gestures and footwork. Accompanying such performances, program notes inevitably mention the historic India link, often extrapolated and liberally romanticized. In this presentation, some of the tales performers tell about Flamenco are shared and the trail connecting India and Spain revisited, looking beyond Rajasthan to other regions that also claim to be a part of it. Musical modes, rhythms, instruments, voice aesthetics, gestures and movement are also examined for ‘fingerprints’ that reveal an enduring kinship between Flamenco and India Keywords: Flamenco, Spain, India, music, dance, intangible heritage



Magdalena Slavkova (Bulgarian Academy of Sciences). Religious Training of Gypsies in the Pentecostal Churches. Although the way of life of “born-again” followers of the Pentecostal Churches has been long been the subject of discussion among scholars, this paper specifically deals with the religious training of Gypsy children and youths (some of whom have already been baptized). It provides insights into the mobilisation of the Gypsies, which is bound up with the formation of homogenous religious communities, and the holding of services and singing hymns in their mother tongue as well as maintaining contacts with Gypsy and non-Gypsy missioners at international level. An important activity for inclusion and moral education of children and youths is the introduction of religious classes. In most cases special Sunday programs led by female teachers take the form of informal conversations on practical issues, fun activities such as painting, reading the Bible, and singing songs. In other societies, special programs focused on biblical teaching are prepared. Some pupils participate in seminars and summer schools organised by the churches at home, while other grown-up youths are sent for study abroad. Placing the paper in an ethnographic perspective, I will analyse the involvement of the future members into the social life of Pentecostal societies and their perspectives for accumulating knowledge. I am also interested in presenting the opportunities that these trained members have to introduce changes in practices in their home religious groups, and respectively, to influence the way of social organization of the traditional Gypsy communities. The



ethnographic field research was carried out among different groups living in Bulgaria (Erlii, Xoraxane Roma, Rešetari, Košničari and many others) most of which converted to Pentecostalism in the post-socialist period. Keywords: Gypsies, Pentecostalism, Training, Knowledge



David Smith and Paul Newton (University of Greenwich). Debating the Causal Role of Structure and Culture: The Case of Gypsy Roma and Traveller Parents' Decisions Surrounding the Measles, Mumps and Rubella (MMR) Vaccine in the UK. Gypsies, Roma and Travellers (GRT) experience a significantly high number of measles cases and consistently have a low uptake of measles, mumps and rubella (MMR) vaccine. There is little evidence on: why immunisation levels are low; beliefs and practices surrounding the MMR vaccine; or the factors that promote or hinder uptake in the GRT community. The aim of this study was to explore GRT parents' perspectives on the Measles, Mumps and Rubella (MMR) vaccine. This paper presents data from five in depth focus groups with 16 GRT mothers in Kent, South East England. Between them, they had 35 children of whom just under half had not received the course of vaccinations. Focus groups explored the issues parents consider when making vaccination decisions in the context of wider social, ideological, material and practical considerations. Four interrelated themes were identified: way of life and access to immunisation services; engaging with health care staff; perceptions and evaluations of risk; and strategies to minimise MMR-related risks. Our findings provide little support for explanations that emphasise cultural values or practices in shaping immunisation behaviour. Poor service provision, situational constraints related to living circumstances, and multifaceted and severe health issues, which precede and inform decisions over childhood immunisation, are more efficacious in explaining low uptake of immunisation by GRT parents. Keywords: MMR, childhood immunisations, social structure, Gypsies, Roma, Travellers.



Areti Spanouli (University of Thessaly, Greece). The Gypsy Folktale: The Verbal Picture of Nomad Gypsies in Greece of Their World and of the Entire World. Since 1983 we have done research on folktales of nomadic Gypsies in Thessaly and elsewhere in Greece. We lived their everyday life, full of myths, symbols, fairy tales, music, and values. Television was absent. The nights were spent with tales told by the elders to the younger members of the company sitting barefoot around the fire. We discovered a rich world unknown to scientific research and literature and we realized that storytelling is a core element of how Gypsies think about themselves, their community and the rest of the world. After this revelation, and after visiting almost all parts of Greece, building mutual trust and respect, we have attempted to identify, listen to and record tales that Gypsies were keeping “hidden,” full of cultural and moral values. The Gypsy tale is considered from the viewpoints of semiotics, symbolism and values of the culture of the nomadic Gypsies. Living together with the wider society for ten decades but, without being fully integrated, maintaining a dense and captivating mystery around their life, their customs and their culture. Within the Gypsy tales we see: a). socializing of the young people; b). their customary education for survival strategies; c). the philosophy of life and the world (power, fate, life, death, etc.). The charm of the Gypsy tale is the way the story reveals the world of Gypsies with multiple moral, mental, spiritual, cultural, social and economic dimensions, through the spoken word. Through many variations and patterns where the heroes experience discountenance, dilemmas, conflicts and adventures, the focus is mainly the search for the meaning of life. Keywords: Nomadic Gypsies, Myths, fairy tales, Music, Values



Eija Stark (University of Helsinki). The Role of Folklore in Representations of the National Roma in Finland. In my presentation I examine the mechanisms of folklore and how these served as means of stigmatizing and isolating one minority group from the majority population. Using folktales about the Finnish Roma as told by Finnish rural peasants, I investigate how such elements of everyday communication laid bare notions of social hierarchies amongst people and how such tales were used as strengthening the social hierarchy. A typical feature of the tales is the one-sided presentation of the Roma from the perspective of the non-Roma. The setting of the narratives is usually either in a farmhouse or in the domain of the farmyard, where the Roma enter to engage in trade or to ask for food. The characters representing the majority play rude and nasty tricks on the Roma, who depend on the goodwill of their hosts. I focus on both the use of folklore as a rhetorical means of sending messages outside the community and as a vessel for constructing insiders' sense of belonging to a community. In addition, on a larger scale these messages are transmitted to the nation, a cultural-political community becoming conscious of its autonomy, unity and particular interests. Finnish folktales about the Roma were deliberately collected to illustrate how dissimilar Gypsies—as they were labelled in the materials—were and how the majority population viewed the minority group. Folktales about the Roma also reveal the folkloric archival policies of the 19th and early 20th centuries in Finland. Keywords: folktales; the Finnish Roma; social boundaries; peasant society; bullying; Finland



Stephan Steiner (University of Vienna). A Short History of “Gypsy Warning Signs” in the Holy Roman Empire and the Habsburg Empire. “Gypsy warning signs” (Zigeunertafeln) were an invention of the late seventeenth century. As a consequence of the general ban of Gypsies from the Holy Roman Empire, these signs informed about what happened to offenders. They were wooden stakes with a tablet, which either served as the base for an oil colour painting or for placarding printed mandates. A few examples of the painted type survived in regional museums (e.g. Graz, Nördlingen, Roermond, České Budějovice) and all their iconographic programs are abounding in violence. But deterrence was only one aspect of such visualisations; the other was the elimination of any excuses for Gypsies based on illiteracy. The oldest trace of Gypsy warning signs can be found in a Brandenburg-Prussian decree from 1685. Many other countries in the Holy Roman Empire as well as in the Habsburg monarchy over the course of thirty years seized on this new measure. Warning signs over the course of the eighteenth century quite astonishingly outlived major changes in Gypsy policies, such as the general trend away from persecution towards forceful settlement. Whereas in some parts of the Old Regime, Gypsies were on their way to becoming citizens already, in others the warning signs were still standing, regardless of the highpoint of Enlightenment. In drawing on a rich selection of source material (namely from Austrian, Czech, Polish and Hungarian archives) as well as on the surviving physical objects, my presentation will give a synoptic view on warning signs, which is missing in research literature so far.



Plamena Stoyanova (Bulgarian Academy of Sciences). Sedentarisation of the Bulgarian Nomad Gypsies in Socialist Bulgaria (1944- 1989). The socialist decades in Bulgaria were marked by the Bulgarian Communist party’s promotion of economic progress of the country and social unification of the Bulgarian population. These objectives required a number of changes in the everyday life of the Bulgarian citizens of all ethnic groups. Gypsies, the second largest ethnic minority in Bulgaria, were also affected by the new policy.



To fit in in the new socialist realities, they had to put aside some of their customs, but also to “catch up” culturally and socially by the ethnic Bulgarians. One of the main traditions some Gypsy groups were forced to give up was the mobile way of life. This report aims to follow the reasons, methods and the results of the abandoning this old Gypsy tradition. Keywords: Gypsies, nomads, communism, tradition, sedentarisation



Edit Szénássy (Charles University, Prague). (Un)Equal Patients in Different Rooms: Reflections on Room Segregation at a Czech Maternity Ward. In attempting to better understand the adverse health outcomes of Roma, the human rights framework is often used to underpin the argument that systematic, institutionally-based discrimination must come to a halt for the health of Roma to improve. For the last decade and a half this framework has been repeatedly employed both by non-governmental organizations and academics when analyzing practises which compromise the reproductive health of Romnija (Romani women). Within these narratives, substandard care practises are both taken for granted to have an adverse effect on the health outcomes of Romnija and are understood to be manifestations of overt racism. This inadvertently reinforces stereotypical imaginations of racist gadje vs. victimized Romnija, leaving little room for the messiness of lived experience. Hoping to escape such boxes, in my presentation I will sketch a different picture by taking on the example of channelling Romani women into ethnically marked, 'Gypsy' rooms, a practice which I habitually encountered during my two-week fieldwork research at a Czech maternity hospital with a high number of Romani births. Analyzing staff’s rationale for room segregation I argue, somewhat incongruously, that an egalitarian rather than a discriminatory logic of care is used to condone this practice, which is fairly common in the maternity wards of Eastern and Central Europe. Room segregation is employed to level social distance between Roma and non-Roma patients/mothers and is by healthcare workers and Romani patients alike framed as a practice that is crucial for staff’s ability to provide the best possible care for all. I will conclude by elaborating on how the human rights discourse is both essential and insufficient for getting a nuanced understanding of the situated choices nurses and midwives make in a maternity ward where many Romnjia come to deliver their babies.



Aspasia (Sissie) Theodosiou (Technological Educational Institute of Epirus, Greece). Living with and against Work: Professional Musicianship as Affective Labour among Gypsy Traditional Musicians in Greece. Does affective labour count as work? How is it situated within the ambivalent nexus of work and non-work? Can an aesthetically charged practice that is strongly linked with the production of affect and entertainment, such as musicianship, be seen as an instantiation of work? How is the distinction between work and non-work reconfigured when the commodity logics that impinge on the lives of professional musicians are to be explored? In considering the above questions this presentation will explore the entanglement of Gypsy musical labour with affect. Drawing on evidence from long-term anthropological fieldwork among a group of Gypsy musicians in NW Greece, the paper will investigate how working as a Gypsy musician conforms to the concepts of immaterial and affective labour as understood by Maurizio Lazzarato and Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri respectively; furthermore it will explore how affect is mobilised in distinct performance contexts to produce diverse configurations of musical labour. In highlighting a political economy of affect, the paper will engage critically with the discussion on “Romani work” produced by the anthropology of Gypsies and it will explore the way such economy is being translated into shifting boundaries and alignments between work and non-work, especially in the context of what is generally perceived as the era of precarity.



Ieva Tihovska (University of Latvia). Discussing Authenticity: The Case of Latvian Romani Music. Until the last decades of the 20th century the concept of authenticity was discussed mostly within the field of existentialism philosophy, but during recent decades many scholars of other disciplines in the humanities and social sciences have started to deconstruct and analyse the concept (Trilling 1971, Bendix 1997, Lindholm 2008, Vannini, Williams 2009, Fillitz, Saris 2013). The hybridity of Romani music does not fit the national romantic, puristic idea of authentic ethnicity. Yet, in the studies of Romani music other notions of authenticity have started to develop a broader discussion on the concept (Lemon 1996, Silverman 2012, Heuwekemeijer 2013, etc.). Fieldwork and archival studies of Latvian Roma confirm that authenticity has been and still is a meaningful concept of music and music-making. This can be observed in the meaning of the Romani word čačipen (truth, genuineness), the Romani notion of the songs’ origin, the contemporary Romani discourse of ethnic identity and assimilation and also in the public “Gypsy music” image to which both Roma and non-Roma equally contribute. The paper will discuss these different meanings of authenticity in the music of Latvian Roma from the emic as well as etic perspective. Keywords: authenticity, music, identity, Latvian Roma



Stefánia Toma (Romanian Institute for Research on national Minorities). Migration, Remittances and their Effects on the Education of Roma Children in Romania. The aim of the article is to inquire into the interconnectedness of local social context, mobility processes and education. We argue that migratory patterns of the local Roma population in ethnically mixed communities are shaped by the local social context. While local socio-economic context can shape the ways migrant networks develop, the way remittances are invested at home are also influenced. This relationship interferes with modalities of dealing with the education of the Roma children. In some localities remittances are invested in the schooling of the children, in other localities with other migration patterns, the returnee Roma families struggle to reinsert the children into the Romanian school system. The empirical material is based on the results of the MIGROM project. We carried out both survey and community studies.



Chiara Tribulato (Ca’ Foscari University of Venice). Ways to Die: Sinti and “Dritti” in the Complex World of Italian Funfair. Over the last two centuries, Italian Sinti and other non-Gypsy travelling entertainers have occupied the same economical niche and have shared the same itinerant way of life, structured around seasonal markets and traditional fairs up to the modern funfair and circus. Nowadays, funfairs are composite systems characterized by frequent inter-ethnic relations paired with a strong differentiation from the outside world, the Gagi’s world. A relation, the one between voyageurs and settled people, based on mutual look of attraction and suspicion, and made even more complex by bureaucracy, media and authority. The fairground and the fair itself became at the same time place of encounters and borders. The two different souls of funfair, they that call themselves Dritti (non-Gypsy entertainers) and Sinti, share inside this peripatetic niche a dense net of relation of strength, prestige, friendship and kin. The balance and the complexity of this system is based on many boundary-maintaining factors (Barth 1969). Between them, one of the most detectable is the relation with death and everything it may encompass: the respect paid to the dead, their names, memory and objects is considered as a differentiating mark and a criterion for moral judgement. Day-to-day lives and routines are heavily influenced by death, as evidenced by the choice of itineraries, important purchases, and living arrangements. Nevertheless, talking about death indicates how connections, invisible boundaries, alliances, and public hostility are established. This paper aims at



further developing the debate about the adaptation strategies of Gypsies in such marginal contexts, focusing on identity construction techniques. Barth F. 1969, Ethnic groups and boundaries. The Social Organization of Cultural Difference, Johansen & Nielsen Boktrykkeri: Oslo. Keywords: Sinti, funfair, peripatetic, death



Zdenek Uherek (Czech Academy of Sciences). Roma Transnationalism and Diasporic Tendency. The terms transnationalism and diaspora are currently used frequently in the descriptions of migration behaviour. In my paper, I broach the question of in which ways Roma transnationalism is specific and what its characteristic features are. Considering that the term transnationalism has been used in the social sciences for more than 100 years already, I will also be interested in how its development and sense have changed. It will be similar also with the term diaspora, which has gradually been secularized, but currently, considering the religious movement that is working among the Roma, its meaning is changing again. For the examples of transnational and diasporic behaviours, I will use the results of the research that has been carried out among the Roma living in the Czech lands and in Slovakia. They frequently migrate particularly to Great Britain and Canada.



Jitse P. van Dijk (University of Groningen, The Netherlands; Safarik University, Kosice, Slovak Republic), Adriana Sudzinova (East Slovakian Institute for Cardiac and Vascular Diseases, Kosice, Slovak Republic), Jaroslav Rosenberger (Safarik University, Kosice, Slovak Republic; Fresenius Medical Care – Dialysis Services Slovakia, Kosice, Slovakia) and S.A. (Menno) Reijneveld (University of Groningen). Cardiovascular Mortality among Roma and Non-Roma: Where Lie the Challenges? An 8-years’ FollowUp Study. Introduction: Roma ethnicity has been found to be associated with poorer health outcomes but the pathways are still unclear. Some authors blame differences in treatment. Therefore, we explored whether treatment affects mortality in Roma and non-Roma after coronary angiography (CAG). Methods: We included 110 Roma and 722 non-Roma after CAG. We measured age, gender, treatment and allcause mortality up to 8 years. We analysed data by computing hazard ratios (HR) in crude Kaplan Meier curves and next adjusted them for age, gender and treatment; differences by ethnicity were assessed using log-rank tests. Results: After CAG Roma had a two times higher mortality than non-Roma; the crude Kaplan Meier curves showed a HR of 2. This higher mortality did not change after adjustment for age, gender and type of treatment. Conclusion: Roma after CAG have a higher mortality than non-Roma; differences in treatment cannot be blamed for this. An explanation may be that Roma are more sick when they enter health care compared to non-Roma, due to poorer initial access to care.



Danijel Vojak (Ivo Pilar Institute of Social Sciences, Croatia). Repressive-assimilationist Policy towards the Roma Population in Croatia during World War II. The Roma population today is one of the oldest minority groups in Croatia, bearing in mind their settlement in the second half of the 14th Century. The history of relations between non-Roma towards the Roma population in this area was marked by the period’s often intolerant and repressive policies state and local authorities towards them and this politics has aimed at their assimilation into the majority nation. One example of such a policy refers to the suffering of Roma in Croatia during World War II, when the pro-fascist Ustasha authorities committed genocide



against them. For the purposes of this conference the presentation will be focused on the analysis of the repressive - assimilation model of Ustasha authorities towards the Roma during World War II. In this context, the paper will address questions of preparation and conducting prosecution, with special emphasis on the suffering of Roma in the Jasenovac concentration camp. In particular, it will analyze the question of the relationship of the civil non-Roma population in relation to the repressive policies of the Ustasha authorities towards Roma. This report is based mainly on unpublished documents from archives, museums and libraries in Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Serbia.



Steffen Werther (Södertörn University, Sweden). “Complete assimilation will occur in the near future.” Science, Welfare State and Gypsies in Denmark (1934-1944). Compared to Sweden, Finland, Norway, and even more so Germany, the so-called “Gypsy problem” gained for a long time relatively little attention among scholars and advocates of eugenics in Denmark. However, despite the lack of domestic scientific experts up to the 1940s, anti-Romani sentiments, based on ideas of racial science and criminal biology, were equally as prevalent in Denmark as in neighboring countries. In October 1938 the ‘Institute for Human Genetics and Eugenics’ was established in Copenhagen. Directly after its foundation, the institute received a request from the public aid authorities of the city of Copenhagen. They had identified several families who lived to a great extent on public aid, traveled during the summer and had a “southern appearance”. The authorities’ theory was, that the families in question had “a great deal of Gypsy blood” and they asked for a scientific investigation of this matter. During the following years two physicians conducted what they called a “social-biological” study of Denmark’s “Gypsies”, supported by several institutions who granted access to existing registers and archives (including the child welfare committee, the municipal schools Copenhagen and the Danish police. The resulting monograph was published in German-occupied Denmark in 1943 (thereby putting all registered persons at risk). It uses Robert Ritter’s methods, complete with genealogical tables showing hereditary criminality and mental infirmity. Interestingly, however, the authors openly disagree with Ritter's main conclusions. Sterilisation and extermination, the authors claim, would be unnecessary in the Danish case, for the “problem” will solve itself.



Karin White (Institute of Technology, Sligo, Ireland). From Men to Fathers: Traveller Men and Fatherhood in Changing Times. The pace of social change in Ireland had accelerated since the early 1990s. The various cultural and economic transformations also transformed the ways in which men engage in parenting and understand their roles as fathers. Social anthropologists have previously examined the ways in which the rights, duties, responsibilities and statuses of fathers are socially constructed and determined, varying considerably across cultures (Hewlet, 1991; Gutman, 2006). Furthermore, children and adults live their lives embedded in culture and culture is not a static entity, it is always changing and there are many ways in which fathers contribute to raising their children, even though the level of paternal involvement seems to differ widely within and between cultures.(Hewlet, 1991)This paper looks at changing ideas of fatherhood amongst Traveller men in the context of cultural, social, economic and political processes and tries to provide an understanding of how Irish Traveller men's roles and identities are constructed, negotiated and enacted today, taking into account the changing nature of determinants such as family structure, roles of women, economy and education, as well as ongoing racism and discrimination affecting the Traveller community. Finally, this paper focuses on men, as the All Ireland Traveller Health Study (2010) highlights that although Traveller women and children need continued intervention to improve their overall status (including health) in the Irish society, Traveller men need similar attention and in some cases more than their



women counterpart. The research was carried out with assistance by a number of Traveller men, lay and professional, in the North West of Ireland



Nermina Wikström (Swedish National Agency for Education). A New 1-9 Syllabus for Mother Tongue Tuition - Roma Language as a Minority Language in Sweden. The Swedish National Agency for Education (Skolverket) has carried out the project as a part of the governmental policy for The Roma immersion 2012- 2015 and started up the special program for education of Roma mother tongue teachers and language assistants. There is also a policy during 2016-19 including so called “bridgebuilders”, who work to increase knowledge of Roma culture and language in education and social care sectors. Skolverket, the Living History Forum, and the Roma discrimination ombudsman have during the previous years collaborated to produce the teaching materials. Skolverket has during 2015 developed the new syllabus for mother tongue tuition – Roma language as a minority language in Sweden. There are also the teaching materials developed by the agency during 2016 for the students of Roma as a second language. Keywords: curriculum, policy, Roma education, Roma language, syllabus, teaching materials



Sofiya Zahova (University of Iceland). Going Digital: Roma Authors Publishing on the Internet. Since the late 1990s and particularly after 2000 in the field of Romani literature we see developments that are highly influenced by the international and global developments of the Romani movement, as well as by digital technologies and the internet. While there are still not so many e-books or kindle editions of works by Romani authors, Romani literature goes digital in different form that could be defined as web publishing (internet publishing, social media publishing, etc.). The paper looks into the way Romani literature is published on the internet and discussed what types of digital forms Romani authors and/or publishers choose to present their works on the internet. Keywords: Romani literature, Roma authors, digital technologies, internet publishing



Mojgan Zargar. The History of a Roma Group in Iran: The Zargar. This article is an outline of the origin and the general status of Roma people in Iran, called “Zargar family” and known, also, as “Romano”. Zargar family are very well known in Iran and their professional occupation has been traditionally agriculture and animal production. Nowadays, however, as they have been broadly educated, they exercise scientific professions, business etc. This high social status is due to historical factors going back to Roma’s migration back from the West to the East in “Shah Ismael Safavi’s” time: A military group, named Qizilbash, helped Ismael to become King; among them Turcoman tribes from Eastern Anatolia and Azerbaijan were by far the most important in both number and influence, so that, eventually, the name “Qizilbash” usually applies exclusively to them. Roma people came that time (15th Century) to Iran as part of Qizilbash military group (Romlu or Shamlu arguably), living till then in Anatolia, an area inhabited prior to Ottoman invasion entirely by greek-speaking people, which reflects to their dialect. Roma had settled there in early 11th Century during the major migration of Roma from India to Europe, Minor Asia and Northern Africa via Iran. After migrating back to Iran, Roma became part of royal family, enjoying a high social status. This caused Roma in Iran to be different than the rest of Roma in terms of social status as they are now considered fully absorbed by Iranian society and suffer no discrimination at all. Keywords: Roma people, Roma history, Romani language, Roma study, Gypsy, Zargar, Zargar family, Zargari language, Iran.
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