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ADOBE TRAINING, CS6 PHOTOSHOP BASICS: IMAGE ADJUSTMENTS Photoshop has several features to help you adjust the look and feel of an image using filters, adjustment layers and other tools. In this tutorial you will learn to edit images through: • • •



Auto features for contrast, tone, color Layer Adjustment (Black/White, Brightness/Contrast, Hue/Saturation) Filters



Adjusting Images Using Auto Features - Good for Beginners A quick way to improve the quality of a picture is to use Photoshop's auto features. To use these features, open your photo from the Photoshop Menu File > Open.... And then select (1) Image. There are three auto features: Tone, Contrast and Color. Click on each action to apply them to the photo. Tone refers to the variance of the dark and light in the photo. The auto feature will adjust the black and white points for the photo to keep balance, but may change the overall color feel of the image. Contrast refers to the distinction between highlights and shadows within the photo. The auto feature will make highlights appear lighter and shadows darker. Color refers to the overall color palette of the image. The auto feature will neutralize color midtones, sharpening the color palette in the image. Note: The use of these auto features will be applied to the image layer selected, i.e. they will not create a new layer. If you want to preserve a copy of your layer without the auto changes, right-hand click on the layer and select Duplicate Layer....
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Image Adjustment Black & White Step One: Apply the Adjustment From the Photoshop Menu select (1) Image > (2) Adjustments > (3) Black & White.... Note: The use of the adjustments from the Image menu will be applied to the image layer selected, i.e. they will not create a new layer. If you want to preserve a copy of your layer without the adjustment, right-hand click on the layer and select Duplicate Layer....



Step Two: Use the Sliders to Adjust the Effect Each slider will control the effect of the adjustment. Cyans/Blues will adjust areas of the image that contained these colors such as sky. Yellows/Greens will adjust things like trees and whites in an image. Keep (1) Preview selected to see the changes as you adjust the sliders. When you are done, select (2) OK. Tip: Want a color tint to your Black & White image? Select Tint and choose a color. This is one way to apply a Sepia-like effect.



ADOBE TRAINING, CS6 PHOTOSHOP BASICS: IMAGE ADJUSTMENTS - 2



Agria



7/3/2012



Image Adjustment Brightness/Contrast Brightness/Contrast can be used to improve the an image by lightening the image and increasing the highlights and the shadows. This can make the photo appear more vivid. Step One: Apply the Adjustment From the Photoshop Menu select (1) Image > (2) Adjustment > (3) Brightness/Contrast.... Note: The use of the adjustments from the Image menu will be applied to the image layer selected, i.e. they will not create a new layer. If you want to preserve a copy of your layer without the adjustment, right-hand click on the layer and select Duplicate Layer....



Step Two: Use the Sliders to Adjust the Effect Use the brightness slider to lighten the image. Use the contrast slider to increase the difference between the dark and light aspects of the image. Keep (1) Preview selected to see the changes as you adjust the sliders. When you are done, select (2) OK. Tip: You may want to start by using the Auto option and then use the sliders to adjust the image further.



ADOBE TRAINING, CS6 PHOTOSHOP BASICS: IMAGE ADJUSTMENTS - 3



Agria



7/3/2012



Image Adjustment Hue/Saturation Hue/Saturation can be used to improve the image by adjusting the colors within the image. Hue refers to the color within the spectrum of that color and Saturation refers to the intensity of the color. Step One: Apply the Adjustment From the Photoshop Menu select (1) Image > (2) Adjustment > (3) Hue/Saturation.... Note: The use of the adjustments from the Image menu will be applied to the image layer selected, i.e. they will not create a new layer. If you want to preserve a copy of your layer without the adjustment, right-hand click on the layer and select Duplicate Layer....



Step Two: Use the Sliders to Adjust the Effect Use the Hue slider to adjust the color spectrum of the image. Use the saturation slider to increase the intensity. Keep (1) Preview selected to see the changes as you adjust the sliders. When you are done, select (2) OK. Tip: The pointer slider allows you to adjust the saturation of a particular color within the image such as the reds, yellows, etc.. This will adjust that color for the entire image, not just the area selected.
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Applying Filters to Images Photo Filters Photo Filters are a quick way you can adjust the color mood (warm, cold, blue) of an image. In tandem with other adjustments, Filters can be very useful in editing an image. Step One: Apply the Adjustment From the Photoshop Menu select (1) Image > (2) Adjustment > (3) Photo Filters.... Note: The use of the adjustments from the Image menu will be applied to the image layer selected, i.e. they will not create a new layer. If you want to preserve a copy of your layer without the adjustment, right-hand click on the layer and select Duplicate Layer....



Step Two: Select a Filter From the Filter drop-down menu select a (1) filter tone or option. Use the (2) Density slider to increase the intensity. Keep (3) Preview selected to see the changes as you adjust the filter and sliders. When you are done, select (4) OK. Tip: To make a Sepia-effect photograph, use the Black & White adjustment and then apply the Sepia Photo Filter.
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The Photoshop Filter Gallery The Photoshop Filter Gallery is an excellent tool for adding interesting effects to an image. Step One: Open the Gallery From the Photoshop Menu select (1) Filter > (2) Filter Gallery.... A Filter Gallery Window will open. Note: The use of the adjustments from the Filter menu will be applied to the image layer selected, i.e. they will not create a new layer. If you want to preserve a copy of your layer without the filter, right-hand click on the layer and select Duplicate Layer....



Step Two: Select a Filter From the Filter Gallery Window search the (1) Filter Folders (Artistic, Brush Strokes, Distort, Sketch, Stylize, Texture) select a filter option. Use the (2) Filter Application Tools to adjust the filter settings. A preview of the image with the filtered applied will appear in the left of the window. When you are done, select (3) OK. Tip: You can apply more than one filter effect to a photo or trash an effect by using the (4) action tools at the bottom of the Filter Gallery Window.
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Additional Resources •



TV. Adobe.com



http://tv.adobe.com/show/learn-photoshop-cs6/
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