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Cast (in order of appearance)



Harlem Poet (Understudy) ................................................... Natalya Gibbs Angel Allen ........................................................................... Kaja Marting Guy Jacobs ............................................................................ Doug Locke Leland Cunningham..........................................................Brandon Lumbly Delia Patterson ................................................................... Chelsea Angle Sam Thomas ....................................................................James Ward III Summer, 1930. Harlem, New York. There will be a gunshot fired during the performance. In the summer heat of 1930’s Harlem, the high spirited and artistic euphoria of the Harlem renaissance has given way to the harsh realities of the Great Depression. Harlem churches struggle to feed the hungry and save souls, while Harlem doctors and leaders scramble to save lives and mend the wounds of poverty. In the midst of these unstable and desperate times, the people in Harlem held on to their hopes for the future and dared to dream. Some people dreamed to temporarily escape reality, laughing to keep from crying. Others dreamed their way to Paris. The sensational Josephine Baker set Paris on fire, dancing her way into the hearts of the world, while Langston Hughes - sometimes in Paris, but mainly in Harlem - captured the joy and pain of his people in rhythm and rhyme. Both artists are inspirations in bringing this piece to life. Josephine was an example of big dreams come true and Langston curiously asked… What Happens to a Dream Deferred? Does it Shrivel Up like a Raisin in the Sun? Or Fester like a Sore and then Run? Does it Stink like Rotten Meat? Or Crust and Sugar Over like a Syrupy Sweet? Maybe It Just Sags like a Heavy Load. --Or Does it Explode? Langston Hughes



Production Staff Director ............................................................................. Tre Garrettg Production Manager ....................................................... Brian Fitzmorris Technical Director ............................................................Aubree Cedillo Stage Manager ............................................................. Alyssa Escalante Stage Supervisor/Master Electrician ....................................... Marie Scott Costume Shop Manager....................................................... Tom Slotten Properties Master................................................................. Kirk Graves Lead Stage Technician .......................................................Jeremy Susel Assistant Scenic Designer/Lead Painter .................... Courtney Dusenberry Assistant Lighting Designer ......................................... Anthony Schaeffer Assistant Costume Designer...................................................Katie Davis Assistant Stage Managers ........................... Amy Kangas, Colleen Murphy Master Audio .................................................................. Lauren Rhodes Light Board Operator........................................................ Geneva Skeen Sound Board Operator.....................................................Daniele Manzin Set Construction Crew......................... Diego Alcantara, Sienna Beckman, ............ Michael Chesler, Justin Choh, Aylia Colwell, Courtney Dusenberry, .................................... David Halperin, Rachel Kaplan, Ari Krasik-Geiger, ......................................Stephanie Larson, Zoe Rudman, Geneva Skeen, ..................... Harrison Walling, Matias Zamora, Ernie Schwartz, Art Freed Deck Crew ........................................ Daniel Landesman, Henry McMillan Paint Crew ................................................. Jennifer Berg, Emme Geissal Light Crew .......................... Jacqueline Adorni, Ryan Barr, Harry Curnow, ................................................. Courtney Dusenberry, Colin Englesberg, .............................Alyssa Escalante, Tamara Goodman, Brent Magnuson, ................................................Lauren Rhodes, Tate Smith, Krista Weiss Costume Crew .....Alex Bair, Reba Buhr, Ari Krasik-Geiger, Brenda McNary, ... Jenifer Menefee, Sarah Roberts, Safari Ross, Dan Selon, Kaitlin Toyama Wardrobe............................................. Jackie Keeley, Jonathan Rodgers Poster Design ................................ Christine Lew, The Occidental Agency House Managers ...................................................................Cara Pardo Box Office Supervisor .................................................... Alyssa Escalante



Special thanks to Sheldon Epps and Bruce Steele.



BLUES FOR AN ALABAMA SKY was commissioned by the Alliance Theater in Atlanta, GA as part of the 1996 Olympics Arts Festival.
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Culley Guest Artist



BLUES FOR AN ALABAMA SKY is produced through special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service, Inc.



Patrons Please Note ¾ ¾ ¾ ¾ ¾



We request that patrons silence cell phones, alarm watches and PDA’s. Photography and the use of audio and video recording devices are strictly prohibited. Only authorized personnel will be admitted backstage. Actors may be greeted on the North Patio. Food and drink are not allowed in the theater. Occidental College policy prohibits smoking in any building. Ashtrays are located outside on the front plaza.



Opening in two weeks!



Saint Joan By Bernard Shaw directed by Alan Freeman November 19-22 at 7:30p & November 23 at 2:00pm in Keck Theater call (323) 259-2922 for tickets and information.



Win tickets to SAINT JOAN! Sign up for our email list and be entered to win one of 5 pairs of tickets to the show! Enrollment forms are available in the lobby http://departments.oxy.edu/theater/



Department of Theater Susan Gratch ................................................................Chair/Professor John Bouchard ...................................................................... Professor Alan Freeman ....................................................................... Professor Brian Fitzmorris................. Professor of the Practice/Production Manager Jamie Angell ................................................Adjunct Assistant Professor Mark Knowles ..............................................Adjunct Assistant Professor Laural Meade ...............................................Adjunct Assistant Professor Tom Slotten.................................................Adjunct Assistant Professor Jill Gold ................................................................................Instructor Anindo Marshall ....................................................................Instructor Francisco Martinez.................................................................Instructor Kimberly Mullen ....................................................................Instructor Ezra Weisz............................................................................Instructor Aubree Cedillo ..........................................................Technical Director Marie Scott ................................................................ Stage Supervisor Beatrice Gonzales............................................. Administrative Assistant
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