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ALCUSH Curriculum Guide Niles Township High Schools District 219 Skokie, IL 60077



Revised in July, 2006 Betsy Holman, North Joe Greene, North Michele Hettinger, West Dan Horyn, North Nils Peterson, North



Department Structure ALCUSH (REGULAR) COURSE CODES: SO1U09 & ENJ09 Length: 2 semesters Credit: 4 credits Open to Grades: 11 Grade Weight: III Prerequisite: Global Studies & Sophomore English



While the primary outcomes of the integrated course will be the same in the separate courses, the students will also study the direct links between American history, American literature, and American culture in a thematic, team-taught setting.



Instructional Materials: Required Text(s): History The Americans: Reconstruction through the 20th Century. (Danzer)



English Required: Responding to Literature (Appleby) Kaplan ACT Prep Optional: The House on Mango Street (Cisneros) The Great Gatsby (Fitzgerald) A Raisin in the Sun (Hansberry) The Scarlet Letter (Hawthorne) The Old Man and the Sea (Hemingway) The Crucible (Miller) Death of a Salesman (Miller) Beloved (Morrison) The Bluest Eye (Morrison) The Things They Carried (O’Brien) The Catcher in the Rye (Salinger) The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Twain) Slaughterhouse Five (Vonnegut) Color Purple (Walker) The Glass Menagerie (Williams) Black Boy (Wright) Vocabulary Workbook E (Shostak)
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Theme 4: Scientific and Technological Development “Hiroshima” – Hersey “Chickamauga” – Bierce “There Will Come Soft Rains” – Ray Bradbury Slaughterhouse Five – Kurt Vonnegut “Self Reliance” – Emerson The Right Stuff - Wolfe Theme 5: Interaction with the Environment Robert Frost poems (“The Pasture,” “Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Evening,” “Mending Wall,” “After Apple Picking”) Emily Dickinson Poems (“Nature, the gentlest mother,” “To hear an oriole sing,” “ A narrow fellow in the grass,” “Some keep the Sabbath going to Church”) “To Build a Fire” – Jack London “Nature” – Emerson The Grapes of Wrath – Steinbeck The Old Man and the Sea - Hemingway Theme 6: International Relations “War is Kind” - Crane “Death of a Ball Turret Gunner” – Jarrell “Taps Over Pearl Harbor” – Didion “In Another Country” – Hemingway The Crucible – Miller The Things They Carried – O’Brien
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Writing: Students will: analyze prompts to determine objectives, requirements, and audience engage in prewriting consistently during the writing process create multiple drafts of writing projects significantly revise style and content during the writing process use the Literacy Center during the writing process write essays emphasizing comparison and contrast write extended definition essays write essays emphasizing persuasive techniques write essays analyzing literature write essays analyzing history write essays synthesizing literature and history Submit work to be checked for plagiarism both electronically and by other means Students will: write at least three in class essays each semester complete out of class writing assignments complete a research paper that will require: - multiple resources - note cards - an outline - parenthetical citations - a works cited page - proper quotations and paraphrasing



Student Learning Outcomes Coded to State Standards and Benchmarks Literature and Reading: 1.B.5a Relate reading to prior knowledge and experience and make connections to related information. 1.B.5b Analyze the defining characteristics and structures of a variety of complex literary genres and describe how genre affects the meaning and function of the texts. 1.B.5c Evaluate a variety of compositions for purpose, structure, content and details for use in school or at work. 1.B.5d Read age-appropriate material with fluency and accuracy. 1.C.5a Use questions and predictions to guide reading across complex materials. 1.C.5b Analyze and defend an interpretation of text. 1.C.5c Critically evaluate information from multiple sources. 1.C.5d Summarize and make generalizations from content and relate them to the purpose of the material.
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1.C.5e Evaluate how authors and illustrators use text and art across materials to express their ideas (e.g., complex dialogue, persuasive techniques). 2.A.5a Compare and evaluate oral, written or viewed works from various eras and traditions and analyze complex literary devices (e.g., structures, images, forms, foreshadowing, flashbacks, stream of consciousness). 2.A.5b Evaluate relationships between and among character, plot, setting, theme, conflict and resolution and their influence on the effectiveness of a literary piece. 2.A.5c Analyze the development of form (e.g., short stories, essays, speeches, poetry, plays, novels) and purpose in American literature and literature of other countries. 2.A.5d Evaluate the influence of historical context on form, style and point of view for a variety of literary works. 2.B.5a Analyze and express an interpretation of a literary work. 2.B.5b Apply knowledge gained from literature as a means of understanding contemporary and historical economic, social and political issues and perspectives.



Writing and Usage: 2.B.5b Apply knowledge gained from literature as a means of understanding contemporary and historical economic, social and political issues and perspectives. 3.B.5 Using contemporary technology, produce documents of publication quality for specific purposes and audiences; exhibit clarity of focus, logic of organization, appropriate elaboration and support and overall coherence. 3.C.5a Communicate information and ideas in narrative, informative and persuasive writing with clarity and effectiveness in a variety of written forms using appropriate traditional and/or electronic formats; adapt content, vocabulary, voice and tone to the audience, purpose and situation. 3.C.5b Write for real or potentially real situations in academic, professional and civic contexts (e.g., applications, job applications, business letters, resume, petitions).



Vocabulary: 1. .A.5a Identify and analyze new terminology applying knowledge of word origins and derivations in a variety of practical settings. 1. 1.A.5b Analyze the meaning of abstract concepts and the effects of particular word and phrase choices.



Speaking and Listening: 4.A.5a Use criteria to evaluate a variety of speakers’ verbal and nonverbal messages.
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4.A.5b Use techniques for analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of oral messages. 4.B.5a Deliver planned and impromptu oral presentations, as individuals and members of a group, conveying results of research, projects or literature studies to a variety of audiences (e.g., peers, community, business/industry, local organizations) using appropriate visual aids and available technology. 4.B.5b Use speaking skills to participate in and lead group discussions; analyze the effectiveness of the spoken interactions based upon the ability of the group to achieve its goals. 4.B.5d Use verbal and nonverbal strategies to maintain communication and to resolve individual, group and workplace conflict (e.g., mediation skills, formal and informal bargaining skills).



Research: 5.A.5a Develop a research plan using multiple forms of data. 5.A.5b Research, design and present a project to an academic, business or school community audience on a topic selected from among contemporary issues 5.B.5a Evaluate the usefulness of information, synthesize information to support a thesis, and present information in a logical manner in oral and written forms. 5.B.5b Credit primary and secondary sources in a form appropriate for presentation or publication for a particular audience. 5.C.5a Using contemporary technology, create a research presentation or prepare a documentary related to academic, technical or occupational topics and present the findings in oral or multimedia formats. 5.C.5b Support and defend a thesis statement using various references including media and electronic resources.



United States History 16.A.5a Analyze historical and contemporary developments using methods of historical inquiry (pose questions, collect and analyze data, make and support inferences with evidence, report findings). 16.A.5b Explain the tentative nature of historical interpretations. 16.B.5a (US) Describe how modern political positions are affected by differences in ideologies and viewpoints that have developed over time (e.g., political parties’ positions on government intervention in the economy). 16.B.5b (US) Analyze how United States political history has been influenced by the nation’s economic, social and environmental history. 16.C.5a (US) Analyze how and why the role of the United States in the world economy has changed since World War II. 16.C.5b (US) Analyze the relationship between an issue in United States economic history and the related aspects of political, social and environmental history.
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16.D.5 (US) Analyze the relationship between an issue in United States social history and the related aspects of political, economic and environmental history. 16.E.5a (US) Analyze positive and negative aspects of human effects on the environment in the United States including damming rivers, fencing prairies and building cities. 16.E.5b (US) Analyze the relationship between an issue in United States environmental history and the related aspects of political, economic and social history.



Semester Assessments Summative assessments will take place at the end of each semester and will measure student progress toward the state benchmarks and standards in the previous section. They may include one or more of the following: Type of Assessment Essay Oral examination CRT Presentation/Portfolio



Evaluation Methods College Board Rubric, Holistic Scoring, Writing Stamp Appropriate rubric Appropriate rubric Appropriate rubric
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