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Notes on using the inquiry: The sum of two fractions equals their product. Quite excited although very nervous at the start!! I started the lesson with the statement and explained that I wanted the students in pairs to come up with questions they needed answering in order to be able to tackle this. I wrote the questions on the smartboard:  What is ‘product’?  Does ‘sum’ mean add?  How big are the fractions?  Which fractions?  Do you need to turn the fractions to decimals first?  Are we trying to find a rule? I answered two questions about the sum and product but left the others. We rewrote the sentence taking out the words ‘sum’ and ‘product’. I then asked the class what mathematics they needed to learn or revise to be able to start this. As a class we agreed to look at multiplication together. I taught multiplying fractions to the class, practising a few together. Then I put out a selection of sheets I had put together and asked the students to get started. All picked an appropriate sheet. Several asked me to teach them something specific or to clarify. By the second lesson I had two groups who had started to work on the inquiry and a class of students who were mostly in control of what they needed to do. My weakest student needed direction. I had the prompts on the board and found this really useful in challenging anyone off task as you could just ask which of the 6 things they thought they were doing. At end of lesson 2 I have two groups telling me the statement is not true, and going different ways to explore further - one exploring is it ever true and another group wanting to try to prove their conjecture by considering algebra. Another two groups will be there shortly. Meanwhile, at the other end I have a student who is still working on recognising fractions. The class have told me what additional resources they want for the next lesson and we will see what happens. Letting go was difficult but the result was fab!
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