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American Culinary Federation Press Release For Immediate Release: March 10, 2016



Media Contacts: Sarah Roy: (904) 484-0226, [email protected] Jennifer Manley: (904) 484-0247, [email protected]



Chefs to Gather in Hawaii for Culinary Trend Conference, April 3-5 Topics to Include Honey Production, Exotic Tropical Fruits and the Science of Beer Tasting March 10, 2016, St. Augustine, Florida—Chefs from the American Culinary Federation’s (ACF) Central and Western regions will gather for hands-on workshops, culinary demonstrations and professional development opportunities during ChefConnect: Hawaii, April 3-5, at Waikoloa Beach Marriott Resort & Spa, Waikoloa Beach, Hawaii. Renowned master of Hawaii Regional Cuisine, Alan Wong, HHOF, chef/owner, Honolulu-based Alan Wong’s Restaurants, is a featured speaker for the event. Chef Wong has made a legendary career out of marrying elements of different ethnic cooking styles using the finest Island-grown ingredients. For 22 years, he and his restaurants have been winning awards and accolades from a wide array of esteemed culinary institutions. The conference is part of ACF’s Signature Series, which provides educational and networking opportunities for culinary industry professionals and students. ChefConnect: Hawaii will feature cooking demonstrations and career development seminars, and provide networking opportunities for chefs, students and foodservice professionals. Topics will highlight culinary trends for 2016 and include discussions on globally inspired braising techniques, beekeeping and honey production, the current state of coffee and French pastry techniques. Sixteen student teams from the Central and Western regions will compete in the Baron H. Galand Culinary Knowledge Bowl, sponsored by American Technical Publishers. The knowledge bowl is a jeopardy-style culinary competition that includes questions on culinary, baking, nutrition, sanitation and math. The winning team from each region will travel to Cook. Craft. Create. Convention & Show, Phoenix, July 15-19, to compete for the national title at JW Marriott Phoenix Desert Ridge Resort & Spa. Additional regional awards will be announced at ChefConnect: Hawaii, including ACF Chef Educator of the Year Award, Dr. L.J. Minor Chef Professionalism Award and Achievement of Excellence Awards, among others. ChefConnect: Hawaii is open to the public but geared toward foodservice professionals. Registration is required on-site and day badges range from $200-375 depending on time of purchase. Press passes are available to the media. Below is a snapshot of the schedule. To view a complete schedule, visit www.acfchefs.org/EventSeries. Sunday, April 3:  1-4 p.m.: Learn how to prepare a porchetta using pig jowls, ears, tongues and cheeks in Porchetta di Testa. Eric Ernest, CEC, CCA, executive chef, USC Hospitality, Los Angeles, will teach participants how to turn this inexpensive product into rich and flavorful dishes. -more-



Monday, April 4:  1:30-5 p.m.: Sixteen student teams compete in a jeopardy-style culinary competition in the Baron H. Galand Culinary Knowledge Bowl, sponsored by American Technical Publishers and Vitamix.  3:15-4:15 p.m.: Join Whendi Grad, owner, Big Island Bees, Captain Cook, Hawaii, for Single-blossom Honey Varietals & Beekeeping in Hawaii to learn the process of honey production from the flower to the jar, and sample honey from various floral sources. Tuesday, April 5:  11:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.: Learn how an authentic, traditional dish can be transformed into a modern recipe with a sound culinary approach in Aloha 'Aina. Paul Heerlein, CCE, CCC, associate professor, Hawai‘i Community College, Hilo, Hawaii, will feature some of Hawaii's unique produce and fish, like lomi lomi salmon.  3:45-4:45 p.m.: Experience the science of beer tasting, review the history of various beer styles and learn proper beer serving etiquette during the Kona Brewery Beer & Food Tasting, presented by Kayla Jensen, quality assurance manager, Kona Brewing Company, Kailua-Kona, Hawaii. For information, visit www.acfchefs.org/EventSeries or call (800) 624-9458. Follow conference happenings on Twitter @ACFChefs, #ChefConnect or on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/ACFChefs. Sponsors of ChefConnect: Hawaii are: Custom Culinary®; Minor’s®; Unilever Food Solutions; NEWCHEF Fashion Inc; Plugrá® European-Style Butter; Vitamix; Ecolab; Allen Brothers; Wisconsin Milk Marketing Board; American Technical Publishers; Don Miller & Associates, Inc. (DM&A); Par-Way Tryson Company; The Beef Checkoff; Jones Dairy Farm; and Valrhona. About the American Culinary Federation The American Culinary Federation, Inc. (ACF), established in 1929, is the standard of excellence for chefs in North America. With more than 17,500 members spanning nearly 200 chapters nationwide, ACF is the leading culinary association offering educational resources, training, apprenticeship and programmatic accreditation. In addition, ACF operates the most comprehensive certification program for chefs in the United States, with the Certified Executive Chef®, Certified Sous Chef®, Certified Executive Pastry Chef® and Certified Culinary Educator® designations accredited by the National Commission for Certifying Agencies. ACF is home to ACF Culinary Team USA, the official representative for the United States in major international culinary competitions, and to the Chef & Child Foundation, founded in 1989 to promote proper nutrition in children and to combat childhood obesity. For more information, visit www.acfchefs.org. Find ACF on Facebook at www.facebook.com/ACFChefs and on Twitter @ACFChefs. ###
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