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AMERICAN CULINARY FEDERATION PRESS RELEASE For Immediate Release: November 9, 2016



Media Contacts: Stacy Gammill, (904) 484-0213 [email protected] Karen Mathis, (904) 484-0247 [email protected]



American Culinary Federation Education Foundation Celebrates Second Annual National Apprenticeship Week Hands-on approach to culinary education gaining momentum



ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA., November 9, 2016 —The American Culinary Federation Education Foundation (ACFEF) is proud to celebrate the U.S. Department of Labor’s second annual National Apprenticeship Week, Nov. 14-20. ACFEF apprenticeships, a combination of on-the-job training and related classroom instruction, have been growing steadily since the formal program began in 1979. Today, there are more than 2,464 registered apprentices in 47 ACFEF programs across the nation and 20 military installations. “Apprenticeships allow students to work full-time and earn an income while learning culinary skills from experienced professionals,” said Cindy Komarinski, CCC, CCE, HAAC, Ph.D., ACFEF Apprenticeship Committee chair. “In addition to classroom instruction, hands-on training in every station of the kitchen prepares students for a demanding culinary career. The ACFEF program enables students to receive an ACF certification giving them a competitive workforce advantage.” While 75 years ago the U.S. apprenticeship system began in construction and other skilled trades, today there are apprenticeships in more than 1,000 occupations, including careers in healthcare, IT, energy and more. The U.S. currently has approximately 375,000 apprentices working with more than 150,000 employers. Last year, President Obama established a goal of doubling the number of apprenticeships within five years and created the inaugural National Apprenticeship Week to help achieve that goal. ACFEF’s apprenticeship program, which is registered with the U.S. Department of Labor, combines paid on-thejob training with related classroom instruction. Apprentices who complete the program have the opportunity to receive an American Culinary Federation Certified Culinarian®, Certified Pastry Culinarian®, Certified Sous Chef® or Certified Working Pastry Chef® culinary designation. --More--



In 2010, ACFEF partnered with the U.S. Army to develop the 92G Credentialing Program. The U.S. Army incorporated ACFEF’s apprenticeship program into the U.S. Army’s existing foodservice training program. Through the partnership, the program has elevated the level of foodservice training for soldiers, which modernizes the U.S. Army foodservice as a whole and provides soldiers with certified skills. ### About the American Culinary Federation Apprenticeship Program In 1979, the American Culinary Federation Education Foundation (ACFEF) created a set of national guidelines for the apprenticeship program through the efforts of Jack Braun, CEC, AAC, HOF; Ferdinand Metz, CMC, WGMC, AAC, HOF; and L. Edwin Brown, HAAC, HHOF. They were then able to register the program with the U.S. Department of Labor and made it a nationally recognized program. In August 2012, ACFEF received the 21 st Century Apprenticeship Trailblazer and Innovator award from the U.S. Department of Labor for its partnership with the U.S. Army on an apprenticeship program for enlisted soldiers. Interested industry professionals can start an apprenticeship program in their community through an application process. For more information about the ACFEF apprenticeship program, visit www.acfchefs.org/apprenticeship. About the American Culinary Federation The American Culinary Federation, Inc. (ACF), established in 1929, is the standard of excellence for chefs in North America. With more than 17,500 members spanning more than 150 chapters nationwide, ACF is the leading culinary association offering educational resources, training, apprenticeship and programmatic accreditation. In addition, ACF operates the most comprehensive certification program for chefs in the United States, with the Certified Executive Chef®, Certified Sous Chef®, Certified Executive Pastry Chef® and Certified Culinary Educator® designations accredited by the National Commission for Certifying Agencies. The American Culinary Federation Education Foundation is home to ACF Culinary Team USA, the official representative for the United States in major international culinary competitions, and to Chef & Child, founded in 1989 to promote proper nutrition in children and to combat childhood obesity. For more information, visit www.acfchefs.org. Find ACF on Facebook and on Twitter. About National Apprenticeship Week National Apprenticeship Week is an opportunity for the apprenticeship community to tell the story of apprenticeships and is an invitation to business and industry, education, career seekers, community based organizations, students, and workers to learn about the real world advantages of developing careers through adoption of the apprenticeship model. Apprenticeship is for those who aspire to be great, lead in innovation and creativity, strive to innovate in business and industry, and recognize the value of combining paid on the job learning coupled with a substantial educational component to build generational greatness in careers and commerce. For more information, visit www.dol.gov/apprenticeship/NAW/.
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