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AMERICAN CULINARY FEDERATION PRESS RELEASE For Immediate Release: February 5, 2016



Media Contacts: Sarah Roy: (904) 484-0226, [email protected] Jennifer Manley: (904) 484-0247, [email protected]



Pastry Chefs to Battle for Title of ACF Northeast Region Pastry Chef of the Year Four chefs will compete for regional award at Pennsylvania School of Culinary Arts February 20. St. Augustine, Fla., February 05, 2016—Four pastry chefs will whip up excitement at Pennsylvania School of Culinary Arts, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, as they compete for the title of 2016 American Culinary Federation (ACF) Northeast Region Pastry Chef of the Year. The competition will take place February 20 during the 2016 ACF Northeast Regional Culinary Salon, February 19-21. The four chefs are competing for the opportunity to represent the ACF Northeast region in the national competition at Cook. Craft. Create. Convention & Show, Phoenix, July 15-19. The regional winner receives bragging rights, travel expenses and a complimentary registration to the national competition. The national winner receives $5,000 and the title of ACF Pastry Chef of the Year. At the regional competition, competitors will prepare four portions of a dessert that incorporates milk chocolate, banana and a tropical fruit, as well as a cake component for judges in 1 hour, 40 minutes. The ACF Pastry Chef of the Year award, sponsored by Plugrá® European-Style Butter, recognizes a pastry chef who displays a passion for the craft, has an accomplished reputation in the pastry field and has helped educate others by sharing skills and knowledge. ACF Regional Culinary Salon Competitions are a part of ACF’s Signature Series, which provides educational and networking opportunities through ChefConnect events and competitions for culinary industry professionals and students. ACF believes that culinary competitions play a vital role in the development of the culinary craft by testing chefs’ and students’ knowledge and skills in a competitive format. To learn more about ACF competitions, eligibility and rules, visit www.acfchefs.org/competitions.



Cher Harris, CEPC, of Palmyra, Pennsylvania, is executive pastry chef at The Hotel Hershey, Hershey, Pennsylvania. Her experience includes executive pastry chef and part of the opening management team, Hollywood Casino at Penn National Race Course, Grantville, Pennsylvania; pastry chef/pastry arts instructor, Harrisburg Area Community College, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; and assistant pastry chef, Bent Creek Country Club, Lititz, Pennsylvania. She graduated from Harrisburg Area Community College, Harrisburg, with associate degrees in culinary arts and food service management. In 2014, Harris won first place in the Ladies’ World Pastry Championship, Rimini, Italy, and received the title of “2014 Pastry Queen.” She also won a gold medal at ACF’s Delhi Catskill Competition in 2011. Dessert Professional magazine recognized Harris as one of the Top 10 Pastry Chefs in America in 2014. Harris is a member of ACF Harrisburg Chapter and was named chapter Pastry Chef of the Year in 2009, 2012 and 2014. -more-



Joseph Cumm, CEPC, of Reading, Pennsylvania, is a pastry arts instructor at Pennsylvania School of Culinary Arts, Lancaster, Pennsylvania. He is also coowner of a training and consulting company, EdenJoes Cakery, York, Pennsylvania. His experience includes pastry arts department chair/instructor, Southeast Culinary and Hospitality College, Bristol, Virginia; and assistant executive pastry chef, Bank of America, Charlotte, North Carolina. Cumm graduated with associate degrees in baking and pastry arts from Johnson & Wales University, Charlotte, and general studies from Durham Technical Community College, Durham, North Carolina. He won first place in the 2013 and 2015 Art of Cake competitions at Pastry Live, Atlanta. He also won the August 11, 2014 episode of Food Network’s “King of Cones” competition. In 2015, Cumm provided demonstrations for the inaugural Cake Central’s Sugar Arts Fashion Show at The Americas Cake & Sugarcraft Fair, Orlando, Florida. He is a member of ACF Harrisburg Chapter. Staff Sergeant Marc Paul Susa, of Oxon Hill, Maryland, is enlisted aid to the Office of Chief Information Officer G-6, at Fort McNair, Washington, D.C., in the U.S. Army. His experience includes line cook, U.S. Army, Army Executive Dining Facility, Pentagon, Washington, D.C.; and instructor, U.S. Army, Joint Culinary Center of Excellence, Fort Lee, Virginia. Staff Sgt. Susa is currently pursuing a bachelor’s degree in culinary management at Central Texas College, Killeen, Texas. In 2010, he was selected as a member of the U.S. Army Culinary Arts Team, and, in 2012, the team won gold and silver medals at the 2012 IKA International Culinary Exhibition, also known as the “culinary Olympics,” Erfurt, Germany. He was team captain of the III Corps & Fort Hood Culinary Arts Team, which was named the Department of Defense Culinary Team of the Year in 2013. In 2015, Staff Sgt. Susa was named Army Enlisted Aide of the Year. He is a member of ACF Nation's Capital Chefs Association. Luminita Cirstea, CWPC, of Warwick, Rhode Island, is an instructor in the baking and pastry department at Johnson & Wales University, Providence, Rhode Island. Her experience includes lead baker, JW Marriott Phoenix Desert Ridge Resort & Spa, Phoenix; pastry chef, Skye Supper Club, Peoria, Arizona; pastry chef, True Food Kitchen, Scottsdale, Arizona; baker, Bennison’s Bakery, Evanston, Illinois; and chocolatier maker, Belgian Chocolatier Piron, Evanston. Cirstea earned an associate degree in baking and pastry from Kendall College, Chicago, where she was a 2007 recipient of the Les Dames d’Escoffier scholarship. She is currently pursuing a bachelor’s degree in food service management from JWU, Providence. Cirstea was named Teacher of the Year for JWU’s College of Culinary Arts for the 2014-2015 school year and recently became a Certified Master Baker (CMB) through Retail Bakers of America. She is a member of ACF Rhode Island Chapter.



About the American Culinary Federation The American Culinary Federation, Inc. (ACF), established in 1929, is the standard of excellence for chefs in North America. With more than 17,500 members spanning nearly 200 chapters nationwide, ACF is the leading culinary association offering educational resources, training, apprenticeship and programmatic accreditation. In addition, ACF operates the most comprehensive certification program for chefs in the United States, with the Certified Executive Chef®, Certified Sous Chef®, Certified Executive Pastry Chef® and Certified Culinary Educator® designations accredited by the National Commission for Certifying Agencies. ACF is home to ACF Culinary Team USA, the official representative for the United States in major international culinary competitions, and to the Chef & Child Foundation, founded in 1989 to promote proper nutrition in children and to combat childhood obesity. For more information, visit www.acfchefs.org. Find ACF on Facebook at www.facebook.com/ACFChefs and on Twitter @ACFChefs. ###
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