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ANGELS IN OUR MIDST In the King James Version (KJV) of the Holy Bible the word ‘angel’ occurs 203 times in 194 verses, while the word ‘angels’ occurs 94 times in 92 verses. In the Old Testament the Hebrew/Aramaic word is mal'ak in while in the New Testament it is aggelos, pronounced ä'nge-los in Greek. Both literally mean ‘messenger’. These ‘messengers’ have physically appeared to man 104 times throughout the Holy Bible. The Holy Bible tells us that angels are a little more than messengers. They are ministering spirits who are sent to minister for those who shall be heirs of salvation (Hebrews 1:13-14). "But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool? Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?" The word ‘ministering’ here comes from the Greek leitourgikos, pronounced lā-tür-gē-ko's. It literally refers to the performance of service by one whose duty it is to minister, specifically to angels who obey God’s commands. The Psalmist blessed God from within his soul and said that angels are spirits and ministers (Psalm 104:4). "Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire:" The writer of Hebrews confirms this and refers to that Psalm. God makes His angels spirits and his ministers a flame of fire (Hebrews 1:7): "And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire." Some angels have names that we know, such as Gabriel and Michael (Luke 1:19 and Jude 1:9). Others have names that are secret, incomprehensible, wonderful and extraordinary (Judges 13:18). "And the angel of the LORD said unto him, Why askest thou thus after my name, seeing it is secret?" The word 'secret' here comes from the Hebrew word pil'iy, pronounced pil·ē'. It literally means incomprehensible, wonderful and extraordinary and is used to refer to something which appears supernatural. In the Psalms the same word translated ‘secret’ is translated ‘wonderful’. Look at what that Psalmist says about God’s omniscience (Psalm 139:6): “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.” All the things that God knows about us, some of which we don’t even know about ourselves, are secret, incomprehensible, wonderful and extraordinary. The focus here is on the usage of the same Hebrew word in both scriptures.



When believers are resurrected we shall be like the angels. The Chief Priests and the Scribes sent spies to pretend that they were devout men to try to trick Jesus to say something that would offend the Governor (Luke 20:19-20). “And the chief priests and the scribes the same hour sought to lay hands on him; and they feared the people: for they perceived that he had spoken this parable against them. And they watched him, and sent forth spies, which should feign themselves just men, that they might take hold of his words, that so they might deliver him unto the power and authority of the governor.” They began to ask Jesus some questions about various things (Luke 20:28-33). “Saying, Master, Moses wrote unto us, If any man's brother die, having a wife, and he die without children, that his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. There were therefore seven brethren: and the first took a wife, and died without children. And the second took her to wife, and he died childless. And the third took her; and in like manner the seven also: and they left no children, and died. Last of all the woman died also. Therefore in the resurrection whose wife of them is she? for seven had her to wife.” But Jesus knew what they had planned and answered the question with wisdom (Luke 20:34-36). “And Jesus answering said unto them, The children of this world marry, and are given in marriage: But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage: Neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the angels; and are the children of God, being the children of the resurrection.” Our focus here is on what Jesus said about the children of the resurrection being “equal unto the angels”. The Greek word used here is isaggelos, pronounced ē-sä'n-ge-los. It literally means: like the angels. The scripture also says that Jesus speaks about us in front of the angels of God when we confess Him before men (Luke 12:8-9). “Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God: But he that denieth me before men shall be denied before the angels of God.” This word, ‘confess,’ comes from the Greek word homologeō, pronounced ho-mo-lo-ge'-ō. In this scripture it goes with the word ‘me’ and literally refers to a person declaring openly and speaking freely about who they worship. So this means that as long as we openly say we follow Christ Jesus, He talks about us before angels? Wow! Jesus knows us thoroughly so that means that these angels have details about us? Wow! That’s food for thought. I imagine, if I was an angel, I would be wondering: “Why does God seem so obsessed with helping and protecting people who turn their backs on him at the drop of a hat and deny him and disobey him all the time.” I would also be thinking: “Why does God send me, an angel, as a



messenger to these unworthy people?” The thought of it seems astounding especially when our angels, having heard what Christ Jesus says about us, see us doing things that are contrary to Jesus’ loving words. Jesus told His disciples that all had to be converted and become as little children to enter into the kingdom of Heaven. He also said the person who humbled themselves like a child shall be the greatest in the kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 18:3-4). “And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” This is interesting because Jesus further said that none should despise the children and gave a caution (Matthew 18:10). “Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.” The caution is the focus here. Jesus is saying that every child has an angel in Heaven who is always looking at God’s face in Heaven. Profound! Think of it in this way. If someone mistreats a child then God gets very upset about this. God’s anger is seen on His face and the angel who belongs to the child sees God’s face. There is bound to be consequences and repercussions because God says vengeance is His and He will repay. We are still talking about angels here. Herod had the Apostle Peter in prison under the guard of four quaternions of soldiers. A quaternion was a detachment consisting of four soldiers. The Romans usually detached a quarternion as night guard and divided the night into four watches, so that each soldier should in turn be on guard for three hours (Acts 12:4). “And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people.” Peter had four quaternions. This means he was guarded by four soldiers who changed every three hours. There were two in the prison with him and two before the doors. They were relieved every three hours by four others, making it sixteen soldiers in all. Peter was chained between two soldiers at all times (Acts 12:6). “And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison.” The Church had been praying without ceasing about Peter dilemma. The answer to the prayer was that an angel had gone into the prison where Peter was and walked him out of there. Even Peter didn’t believe what was happening but thought he was having a vision (Acts 12:7-9).



“And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands. And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me. And he went out, and followed him; and wist not that it was true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision.” When he was free, Peter decided to go to Mary’s house where many had gathered together to pray. When he got there and knocked at the door of the gate a young girl heard his voice and ran inside to tell everyone that Peter was at the gate. Nobody believed her and they even said that she must have seen Peter’s angel (Acts 12:12-15). “And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together praying. And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a damsel came to hearken, named Rhoda. And when she knew Peter's voice, she opened not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before the gate. And they said unto her, Thou art mad. But she constantly affirmed that it was even so. Then said they, It is his angel.” They did not believe that Peter himself would be standing at the gate. That is how hopeless they thought Peter’s dilemma was. They believed she had seen Peter’s angel? Were they for real? Let me not divert here. The focus is on the fact that they thought Peter’s angel was at the gate. Did they believe that our angels resemble us? The scripture says that we should not forget to ‘entertain’ strangers because some have ‘entertained’ angels without knowing it (Hebrews 13:2). “Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.” This is saying that we must be hospitable and show love to strangers because some have hospitably but unknowingly received strangers as guests who were angels. This means that angels take on human form and also means that they can take on any human form. I accepted Christ when I was twelve years old and always feared God even though I was rebellious. When I was fifteen years old my family moved to the United States from Jamaica. I was taking the school bus to school and was sitting in the only vacant seat on the bus. This guy, who happened to be white and thought he was tough, had been suspended from school and I had been sitting in the seat where he usually sat. The day he returned to school he called me the ‘n’ word and took a swing at me on the school bus. Needless to say he missed, lost his balance and fell between the seats. He issued a challenge for me to meet him at the park to settle the matter of his wounded pride. I was headstrong, rebellious and fearlessly foolish so I took on the challenge and rode my friend’s bicycle to the park to fight this guy.



When I got there, I was the only one there for about five minutes. I then saw a car approaching slowly. It stopped and this guy and three other muscular looking white guys got out with baseball bats. My heart was drumming in my head like the drummers in a marching band. Then I saw my salvation. There was a man, or what I perceived to be a man, jogging towards us. The best way to describe this man is that he was as tall as a basketball player, as big as a football player and he was my color. He was jogging so slowly it looked like he was bouncing. The next thing I knew he had his hand on my shoulder and was asking in a deep voice: “You alright little man?” I was looking straight up at his face, which I can’t seem to remember now even though I remember that my head was tilted so far back that it seemed as if I was looking up in the sky. I don’t remember my answer but I clearly recall hearing the scuffle to get back in the car, the doors slamming and the car speeding off. The man who I believe was my angel just jogged off in the same slow pace he had approached in. I rode my bicycle home thinking about what had happened. The scripture says that the angel of the Lord surrounds those that fear God and delivers them (Psalm 34:7). “The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.” This word ‘encampeth’ comes from the Hebrew word chanah, pronounced khä·nä'. It literally means: to set oneself down, to pitch a tent for the tabernacle and to inhabit. God sends His angel to rescue those that are His and to make them triumph no matter how small the battle. The scripture also says that angels listen to the voice of God’s Word (Psalm 103:20). “Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word.” Now if God listens to us when we speak to Him (Isaiah 1:18; Psalm 50:15) and He tells us that when we are obedient to Him He gives us what we ask Him for (John 15:7), this means that He sends these angels to do things for us. No wonder the bible says angels want to look into salvation (1 Peter 1:12). “Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.” The prophets preached salvation to us and the angels desire to look into it. How awesome is it that? God loves us so much that if we just believe in Him and call upon Him, He is willing and able to send no less than angels – fantastic beings – to do our bidding in the spirit realm. He will send heavenly hosts to help faltering, unworthy men and women if only we believe. © June 7, 2011, Fukuoka, Japan S. Morgan, S. Morgan Ministries
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