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Environmentalists push to protect krill from being overﬁshed By Matthew Taylor, The Guardian, adapted by Newsela staﬀ on 02.22.18 Word Count 709 Level 830L



A Gentoo penguin waddles over rocks, past seals at the Yankee Harbor in the South Shetland Islands, Antarctica. Legions of penguins hurl themselves into the icy waters of Antarctica, foraging to feed their young. Like seals and whales, they eat krill, an inch-long shrimplike crustacean that forms the basis of the Southern Ocean food chain. But penguin-watchers say the krill are getting scarcer in the western Antarctic peninsula, under threat from climate change and ﬁshing. Photo by: Eitan Abramovich/AFP/ Getty Images



The Antarctic is one of the world’s last great wildernesses. It is home to animals such as whales, penguins and seals. According to scientists, those animals face a grave new danger. Their food supply is running out. The krill they depend on for food are quickly disappearing. Krill are small shrimplike animals. Krill are a key source of food for penguins, seals and whales. Since the 1970s, krill populations have dropped by 80 percent. A new report warns that the steady loss of krill could cause the penguin population to drop by almost one-third. The krill population has been dropping for two main reasons: overﬁshing and climate change. This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.
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Climate change is the term scientists use for a steady rise in average temperatures around the world. It is also called global warming. Global warming is caused by the burning of fuels like coal and oil. These fuels release gases that remain in the air and trap heat.



Global Warming Is A Problem For Krill Global warming is causing a rise in ocean temperatures. As ocean waters warm, a layer of ice that covers big patches of Antarctic waters is shrinking. This is a problem for krill because that ice is home to the plantlike algae and plankton they feed on. Global warming could kill oﬀ 40 percent of the krill population, the new report warns. In turn, that could cause big drops in whale, seal and penguin populations. Fishing is also adding to the loss of krill, the report says. In recent years, krill ﬁshing has steadily expanded. There are now more boats than ever ﬁshing for krill. There are also new ways of ﬁshing. This makes it easier to grab larger amounts of krill. They use a suction tool, like a vacuum to grab them. Meanwhile, there is a growing demand for krill. Products containing krill are being sold as a cure for various health problems.



A Push To Protect Antarctic Waters Krill ﬁshing is expected to increase 12 percent a year over the next three years. Some people have begun ﬁghting back. They are pushing for a plan to turn a huge stretch of Antarctic waters into the world’s biggest protected area. Supporters of the idea want to see all ﬁshing in the area stopped. The protected area, or reserve, would be around 700,000 square miles. That is one-ﬁfth the size of the entire United States. It would cover a vast area of the Weddell Sea and a small part of the Antarctic Peninsula. Before it can be created, the reserve needs to be approved by the Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources. It is called the CCAMLR for short. The CCAMLR is a group made up of many countries. It has the power to make decisions about the Antarctic. It is likely to vote on the reserve idea in October. The environmental conservation group Greenpeace strongly supports the reserve idea.



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.
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Antarctic Is Already In Trouble Will McCallum is a member of Greenpeace’s Protect the Antarctic Campaign. He says the new report shows that the Antarctic already faces many dangers. It does not need the additional problems caused by krill ﬁshing, he said. McCallum pointed to recent ﬁshing near penguin foraging grounds, and to plans to expand ﬁshing in the Weddell Sea. Both things need to be stopped, he said. The big ﬁshing companies need to know that "the Antarctic is not theirs," McCallum said. It belongs to all of us, and needs to be protected, he said. The big ﬁshing companies say krill ﬁshing is not a problem and a reserve is not necessary. They say they only catch a tiny amount of the Antarctic's krill. They do not think their business does real harm.



Ocean Reserves Are Important Andrea Kavanagh does not agree. Kavanagh heads the Protecting Antarctica’s Southern Ocean campaign. She says the new report's ﬁndings show how important ocean reserves are. They are important not just in the Antarctic, but for oceans all over the world, she said. British scientist Susie Grant agrees. She said the United Kingdom is fully in favor of the Antarctic reserve. A well-managed Antarctic reserve would "send a strong signal," Grant said. It would help show the world "how we might manage and protect the oceans.”



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.
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Quiz 1



Read the paragraph from the section "Global Warming Is A Problem For Krill."



Global warming is causing a rise in ocean temperatures. As ocean waters warm, a layer of ice that covers big patches of Antarctic waters is shrinking. This is a problem for krill because that ice is home to the plantlike algae and plankton they feed on. What is the MOST accurate explanation of this paragraph?
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(A)



Global warming is shrinking the home of the algae and plankton that krill eat.



(B)



Global warming has become more of a problem for ocean temperatures recently.



(C)



More ice is needed in Antarctica to keep the water there cold enough for krill.



(D)



More ice will cause the population of krill and algae to grow much faster.



Read the section "A Push To Protect Antarctic Waters." Which sentence from the section shows that krill will die oﬀ more quickly in the future? (A)



Krill ﬁshing is expected to increase 12 percent a year over the next three years.



(B)



They are pushing for a plan to turn a huge stretch of Antarctic waters into the world’s biggest protected area.



(C)



Before it can be created, the reserve needs to be approved by the Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources.



(D)



It is likely to vote on the reserve idea in October.



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.
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Read the list of sentences from the article. 1. 2. 3. 4.



Since the 1970s, krill populations have dropped by 80 percent. A new report warns that the steady loss of krill could cause the penguin population to drop by almost one-third. Global warming could kill oﬀ 40 percent of the krill population, the new report warns. They are pushing for a plan to turn a huge stretch of Antarctic waters into the world’s biggest protected area.



Which sentence BEST supports the author's point that protecting krill is necessary to save other animals of Antarctica?
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(A)



Sentence 1, by showing that there were more krill a long time ago.



(B)



Sentence 2, by explaining the eﬀect of the krill population on penguins.



(C)



Sentence 3, by predicting the number of krill that are likely to die.



(D)



Sentence 4, by describing the plan that is needed to stop krill from dying.



HOW does the section "Ocean Reserves Are Important" support the author's argument? (A)



by explaining how ﬁshermen feel about Antarctic reserves



(B)



by showing that reserves are most important in the Antarctic



(C)



by citing experts and studies about reserves



(D)



by providing opposite opinions about reserves



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.
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