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The Next National Venturing President:



Pratik Vaidya



April Newsletter 2016



Follow us on Instagram! @CRVenturing
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On March 23, Pratik Vaidya was elected to be the 2016-2017 National Venturing President. Pratik currently serves as the Western Region Venturing President and he is a student at the University of Michigan where he is studying Biomedical Engineering. Check out this Bryan on Scouting article to find more information: http://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2016/03/28/meet-2016-17-nationalventuring-president-national-sea-scout-boatswain/. We know Pratik will do tremendous things for Venturing and we are excited for him and this opportunity! Check back in the next edition of the Central Point for an interview with Pratik!
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Check out our website! www.crventuring.org











Going Above and Beyond: Earning Every Merit Badge Currently serving his second term as the Central Region Area 7 Vice President of Administration, Jacob Klein has been active in Scouting his whole life. One of his biggest accomplishments is that he has earned every merit badge! Take a sneak peek into Jacob’s journey of earning every merit badge:



Jacob’s journey to earning every merit badge was a long one. He chose to earn them all because he felt it was important to try to experience everything that Scouting had to offer and to make the most of the program. While many kids were playing video games, Jacob spent his free time working on merit badges. He figured out a process to earning them while learning as much as he could about each subject matter. He made a point of working on merit badges all year round and not just at summer camp. He even continued to work on merit badges while he was on camp staff. There were many merit badges that he enjoyed working on as well as many he didn’t like. Jacob truly believes that if a Scout starts early enough they too can earn every merit badge. We were also lucky to have a Scoutmaster that was very supportive of his quest to earn all the merit badges that were offered. Jacob picked out his Eagle project very early on, within the first couple of months as a registered Boy Scout. The project that he set out to do was to reconstruct an unrecognizable nature trail at McGraw Wildlife Foundation. This location was important to him as he spent much of his childhood there. He wanted to do something that would have a lasting impact on a place that was meaningful to him. Jacob continues to be involved in Scouting. He is the founding president of Crew 29 and still serves in this position. Jacob became active on the area level in Venturing when he was chosen to serve as the 2014-2015 Area 7 Vice President of Administration and was again chosen to serve a second term. While serving two terms as the Vice President of Administration, Jacob is also serving his second term as Lodge Chief of Owasippe Lodge of the Order of the Arrow. For the past four years, Jacob has spent his summers working at Owasippe Scout Reservation in a variety of positions. This summer he will be working as an aquatics director. In Jacob’s time in Scouting, he has earned the following awards: Eagle Scout, Outdoor Bronze Award, Sports Bronze Award, Venturing Gold Award, Venturing Silver Award, Venturing Super Nova (Bronze, Silver, and Gold), Religious Award, Arrow of Light, James E. West Fellowship Award, Venturing Leadership Award (Council and Area), and the Ranger Award. Jacob is a Vigil Honor member and also a Founders Award recipient. Currently a freshman at DePaul University, Jacob is studying physics and education with the hopes of eventually becoming a high school physics teacher. After graduating from high school he came on as the head coach for his old swimming and water polo team.



Central Region Sea Scout Rendezvous 







When The Rendezvous is May 21, 2016. Events begin at 9:00 AM on Saturday and the closing Bridge of Honor will conclude around 8:00. Come early on Saturday and eat breakfast. Where The Rendezvous will be at Camp Illinek on Lake Springfield off of Iron Bridge Rd. To get to Camp Illinek take exit 90 (Toronto Rd) off of I-55. If you are coming from St. Louis, the camp is only 90 minutes from the Arch! Cost $22 per person (Includes 3 meals, t-shirt, and program). Camping option: $4/night includes tent camping field, modern restrooms, and program. Staff: $15 per person (includes 3-5 meals, t-shirt, modern restrooms, indoor sleeping facilities to the first 20 volunteers, and program). Accommodations Camping with modern amenities is available Friday and Saturday nights. There will be limited program (movie and casino night) because of event setup, but a snack will be served on Friday night along with breakfast on Sunday. Registration: www.alincolnbsa.org What to Expect Expect nothing less than a wet and wild weekend, we guarantee that there is no better way kick off your summer! Check in and breakfast will open at 8:00 AM Saturday with an opening events beginning at 9:00. The day will end with a traditional Bridge of Honor and a bonfire by the lake. Fun Awaits... -Sailing Races and Sailing Instruction -Boating Triathlon -Cardboard Canoe Races -Paddle-less Canoe Races -Canoe Tug-of-War -Kayak and Canoe Races -Water Games -Barbeque -And more!







Area 4 Update! 



Hello everyone! Area 4 is so excited for WorldFest, which is quickly approaching! WorldFest is Area 4 Venturing's annual fun event, and it will be taking place at 7 Ranges Scout Camp in Kensington Ohio from April 22nd to April 24th. This year's theme is Pirates of the Seven Ranges! The event promises to be a great deal of fun, with shooting sports, a low COPE course, rock climbing, inflatables, and plenty of other great activities going on Saturday! If you have any questions about this fun event, or anything else going on in Area 4, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. My email is [email protected]. I hope to see you all at WorldFest 2016! Yours in Venturing, Michael Gunther, CR Area 4 Venturing President



Haven't been to the Summit Bechtel Reserve? This summer, you and your fellow Venturers have the incredible opportunity to have the time of your lives at the Summit. Join Venturers from around the nation for VenturingFest 2016. You won’t want to miss out on this 6-day week of canopy tours, climbing, rappelling, bouldering, kayaking, water obstacle courses, and so much more. VenturingFest 2016 is the first national gathering of Venturers at the Summit and is the perfect way to end your summer! Mark your calendars for July 31-August 5, 2016. Check out more information here: http://www.summitbsa.org/venturingfest/ -Katie Bruton, CRV Vice President of Program







The Venturing Leadership Award 



Do you know a dedicated and passionate Venturer or adult that has gone above and beyond and want to recognize them for their hard work? Have you nominated them for a Venturing Leadership Award!? What are you waiting for?! The deadlines to submit Region and Area Venturing Leadership Award nominations are quickly approaching. Region VLA forms are due by April 15. Area VLA forms are due by April 30. Want to nominate someone for a Council VLA? Check with your council to find out when their deadline is. Watch the latest Central Connection episode for more information: https://youtu.be/qcg9h4r_z94. For more information and to find the nomination form, go to http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/Venturing/Awards/leadership.aspx.



Advisor’s Minute 







Hello Central Region! Spring may actually be upon us! (Fingers crossed) However, for most of us Midwesterners, you can never REALLY count out some crazy seasonally-mixed-up-days. In fact, over the past few years, we have seen some snowfall in April. Regardless, hopefully we can jump into a true spring soon, and begin planning summer adventures like Blast at PTC and VenturingFest at the Summit! Already have a great superactivity planned for your Crew? Tell us about it! Jenny and her team would love to feature some in future issues of The Central Point! So, while it is fun to write exciting articles about program and introspective reflection, I would like to talk about something very important to our movement: Youth Protection Training. While all of you know Youth Protection Training is absolutely critical in creating and maintaining the most secure environment for our youth members, many don’t realize that it is not a one-time training. In fact, Youth Protection Training is required to be completed every 2 years. Do you know if yours is expired? Completing Youth Protection Training is quick and easy! All you need is a computer with an internet connection and about 30 minutes of time. Simply log on to My.Scouting.org. If you haven’t created an account yet, just follow the steps on the screen. Once you are fully connected, click on the My Dashboard, and locate “Youth Protection Training.” Once you have completed the course, you can even print out a copy of the certificate for your records! Please note: There are two versions of Youth Protection Training. One is directed for Venturing, and the other for all other adult leaders in the BSA. While adults in Venturing are only required to take the Venturing version of Youth Protection Training, if you work in other capacities for the BSA, you will be required to take the standard version as well. This training has a different video, lasts about 30 minutes, and will also keep you certified for 2 years. For more information, or additional resources, please click on these two links: http://www.scouting.org/Training/youthprotection.aspx http://www.scouting.org/Training/YouthProtection/Venturing.aspx All members of our program over the age of 18 must take Youth Protection every 2 years. So, even if you are a youth participant, but over 18, you will have to sign-in, and take a few minutes to complete this course. >>> And don’t forget, Venturing-specific Youth Protection Training is worth points for your CSVE score! Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out. Have a fun, safe, and adventurous April!



Yours in Service,



Kris Zahrobsky



Events to Look Forward to… 







Area 1



Area 2



Upcoming Events:



Upcoming Events:



May 20-22, 2016, Powder Horn- Bay Lakes & Samoset Council, White Lake & Rhinelander, WI



April 2-3, 2016, Venturing Hangabout, Grand Blanc, MI



President: Rachel Cruse



April 8-10, 2016, Wilderness & Remote First Aid, Jackson, MI



Advisor: Helen Lockwood



President: Jacob Hardy Adivsor: Jeff Geralds



Area 3



Area 4



Upcoming Events:



Upcoming Events:



June 26- July 2, 2016, Kodiak Current River II, Salem, MO



April 22-24, 2016, WorldFest 2016, Kinsington, OH



President: Chris Mausshardt



June 12-17, 2016, National Youth Leadership Training, Lisbon, OH



Advisor: Bob Vogt



President: Michael Gunther Advisor: Duane Zobrist



Area 5



Area 6



Upcoming Events:



Upcoming Events: June 29-July 9, 2016, SeaBase Scuba Adventure, Seabase, Florida



June 25- July 2, 2016, Powder-JAC, Topeka, KS President: Russell Seibert



President: Amber Richter



Advisor: Julie Dalton



Advisor: Anne Zimmer



Area 7 Upcoming Events: April 15-17, 2016, BSA Certified Angling Instructor Training for Venturing, Rochelle, IL ]April 16-17, 2016, Boy Scout and Venturing Training Weekend, Trevor, WI President: Kaia Ball Advisor: Rachel Zahrobsky



VenturingFest 2016: The Next National Venturing Event at the Summit! July 31 – August 5, 2016



For more information on these events and to find more, go to http://www.crventuring.org/Activities/Events_Listing/.



President’s Corner 



Happy April, Central Region! As crazy as it seems, this term is starting to come to a close and we are looking towards the next term! (I hope you got your VOA application in!) The next National Venturing President Pratik Vaidya just got elected and I’m so happy for him and I know he will do great things for our program. Over the next weeks, you’ll be hearing about our Region and Area VOAs and finding out who is going to serve you through this next term.



While we’re on the topic of leadership, can you think of at least one youth and/or adult in Venturing that is a great leader? What qualities does he/she have? Are you trying to find a meaningful way to thank and recognize them for their hard work? If you answered ‘Yes’ to these questions, then nominate them for a Venturing Leadership Award! The Venturing Leadership Award is presented by councils, areas, regions, and the BSA National Council to Venturers and Venturing Advisors who have made exceptional contributions to Venturing and who exemplify the Scout Oath and Scout Law. Nominate a worthy Venturer or Venturing Advisor for a VLA, but hurry! The deadline is quickly approaching for Area and Region nominations! Council- Check your local council for their deadline Area- April 30 to the Area Venturing Advisor Region- April 15 to the National Service Center National- TODAY to the National Service Center Go to http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/Venturing/Awards/leaders hip.aspx to find the nomination form and more information about the process. Continue to Lead the Adventure everywhere you go! Yours in Venturing, 



Brian Parro



Central Region Venturing President:



Brian Parro [email protected]



Central Region Venturing Advisor:



Kris Zahrobsky [email protected]



Central Region Vice President of Communications:



Jennifer Bullock [email protected]



Central Region Venturing Associate Advisor for Communications:



Deb Keyes [email protected]



About our Organization… Venturing is a Scouting program for male and female youth ages 13-21 that lets youth experience new activities, build leadership skills, earn awards, make new friends, and of course have fun. The Central Region is one of the four regions of the Boy Scouts of America. This region includes the states of: Minnesota, Wisconsin, North Dakota, South Dakota, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, and West Virginia.
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