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SOUTHVIEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL Principal’s Comments April 2017



Dear Southview Families,



As principal of Southview, I believe it is my ultimate responsibility to ensure high levels of learning for all students. I’m writing this letter to share what teaching and learning looks like in our classrooms. All grade levels have been busy with their literacy Units MCA Tests for Grades 3-5 throughout April of Study and we are thrilled about the gains students are making as readers and writers. It is so exciting to see the depth of student discussions, gains in reading comprehension, April Dates: and their details in writing about what they are reading. As a principal and educator, it’s 3: Culver’s Day critical to know that we are meeting the needs of all students and supporting learning at 6: Grade 1 Music Conindividual levels for all. cert 2:00 p.m. Our classrooms have approximately 150 minutes of literacy each day: 60 minutes 7: Spring Picture Day 11: PTO Meeting, 7 p.m. of Reader’s Workshop, 60 minutes of Writer’s Workshop, and 30 minutes of Word Study. 13: Secretary Apprecia- The literacy blocks each have a short mini-lesson, time for small group and individual intion Day struction, independent work time, and sharing. All of these components are critical for 13: Last Day of HOWL student success. Teachers use our literacy assessment tool up to four times each year Classes 14: Student Input Forms (August, November, March, and May) to plan their instruction. In addition to this, teachDue and Popcorn ers use student work to constantly and continually assess student learning on a daily baDay sis. For this daily assessment, teachers use student work such as Reader’s Notebook, 17-21: Volunteer AppreWriter’s Notebook, Word Study Materials, and Science Journals. All of this data is used to ciation Week plan individualized instruction that may include: asking questions when students are 18: Site Council Meetreading independently, conferring with students as they are writing, and meeting with ing, 4 - 5 p.m. 18: Band Concert, 6:30 small groups or individuals to provide focused instruction to support student learning. p.m I believe teachers have the information they need about their students and a 21: NO SCHOOL for studeeper understanding about how to use that information to help students continue to dents 24: Kindergarten Open make great progress. It is so exciting to see the relationships between students and their House for Incoming teachers and between students and their classmates. We are building 21st Century leadKindergarteners, 6 – ers! Students are becoming communicators of their thinking, learning, and understand7:30 p.m. ing. We are committed to high levels of learning for every child, every day. We have Early May Dates: high standards and expectations, and we want all students to experience learning that is 1: Culver’s Day 2: Teacher/ Staff Apinnovative, extending, relevant, and connected. In addition to our classroom teachers preciation Day meeting the individual needs of students, all of our intervention teachers are working 5: PTO Carnival, 5-8 hard to connect student learning to the classroom as well. Many interventions, including p.m. Title I, Reading Recovery, LLI, SOAR, Young Scholars, English Language, and Special Education services are becoming more connected to the classroom. We have some interventionists co-teaching in a grade level classroom and pushing in for services; this way, students do not miss valuable learning time traveling and transitioning to another environment, and we are connecting all learning to the classroom Unit of Study. We are continually improving to meet the needs of our ever-changing student community and growing population. Now is the time when I begin planning for our next school year. I am excited to bring changes that will transform student opportunities and enhance student learning! (continued on page 2)
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SOUTHVIEW



Principal’s Comments (continued) Southview office hours are 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday. If you need to contact the school nurse, Gina Singer, please call 952-4318794.



Please Send a Note for Transportation Exceptions: To help avoid confusion and to help provide a safe commute from school, parents are asked to send a note or call the school if their child is to go home from school in any other way than their normal means of transportation. Also, written notification must be provided if a student is to go to a location other than the identified end of the day location.



Thank you for your continued support and partnership in your child’s learning. Southview is a very special place and we are thrilled to be part of your community. A great way to get involved this spring is by volunteering for the carnival. We need MANY volunteers to make this happen! Watch for information in Friday Folders! During April, our 3rd-5th graders complete their MCAs. We will emphasize the following test tips as we prepare for the exams… Southview Students are G.R.E.A.T.! Get a good night’s sleep. Read carefully. Eat a good breakfast. Answer all the questions. Take time to do your best. Respectfully,



Christine Heilman, Principal



Mark your Calendars for Track and Field Days The dates and times for grade level track and field meets have been finalized for this spring. All students will have an opportunity to participate in a track meet as part of their physical education class. Grades 1-4 will be involved in a skill-oriented, noncompetitive field day. This will allow each child to be successful. Fifth grade will have an opportunity to run in an actual track meet at Apple Valley High School. They will be competing against students from Echo Park, Cedar Park, and Westview. We welcome you to volunteer your time for the track and field meets this spring. The success of all meets is a reflection of the parents that help make these meets possible. Information for volunteering will be sent home in late April. Grade First



Date May 10



Time 9-11:15



Alternate Date if rained out May 16



Second



May 10



12:15-2:30



May 16



Third



May 11



12:15-2:30



May 17



Fourth



May 11



9-11:15



May 17



Fifth



May 8



9:45 - 2:00



May 15



School Supply Kits
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Southview is again offering an opportunity to take care of next fall’s school needs right here at school! You will be able to order your child’s school supplies, custom packaged, according to the exact requirements of each grade level. By ordering through Southview, you will be assured your children will have the right supplies when school starts. You save time and money. Look for the order form in your child’s Friday Folder or the online Friday Folder section of the Southview website sometime this spring. This year, you will also be able to order them online! Your order will be ready for you to pick up during the August Assessment Days.



Planning for Next Year The time of year has come to start planning for the next school year. It hardly seems possible! One important piece of our planning for the next school year is the determination of class lists. The teachers work long and hard to prepare balanced class lists. Your child’s teacher knows your child well and will work hard to place your child where he/she will be the most successful. For parents who believe that their child may have specific needs that the school staff may not be aware of, student input forms will be available in the school office and will be due back to the office by Friday, April 14. If you are moving or will not be attending Southview next year, please let us know right away!



Phone Calls: The office receives many calls from parents asking if someone was trying to call them because the school phone number appears on their caller I.D. Unless a message is left on your phone, please do not call the school because the office will not know where to direct your call. If a call from school is important enough to require a return call, the staff member will leave a message or try to reach you at another number from your child’s emergency contact information. It is very important that you keep the school informed of any changes in your contact information.



Absence Reminder: If your child is going to be tardy or absent from school, please leave a message to notify us of his/her absence. The number to call is 952-431-8375. When leaving your message, please give the following information:   



Name of student Name of your child’s teacher Reason for absence or tardy



District 196 School Board Officers and Directors: Jackie Magnuson, Chairperson Gary L. Huusko, Vice Chairperson Joel Albright, Clerk Bob Schutte, Treasurer Art Coulson, Director Sachin Isaacs, Director Mike Roseen, Director



Thank you to our Volunteers! April 17-21 has been designated as National Volunteer Recognition Week. Volunteers play a very important role at Southview Elementary. Countless hours of volunteer time are donated to the school each year. These gifts of time and talent assist staff and help us enrich programs and experiences for students. The Southview PTO is a very important volunteer organization at Southview. The PTO provides both financial and volunteer support that enables us to purchase needed materials and resources as well as provide special activities and events for our students. Some of the many activities they sponsor and support include: Friday Folders, Carnival, Fifth Grade Celebration, Fine Arts programs, I Love to Read Month, Popcorn Days, BINGO Night, Room Parties, Safety Patrol celebrations, Scholarships, Book Fair, Staff Appreciations, Track and Field events, and the Yearbook. The PTO also offers many ways for parents to become involved in our school. This is the time of the year they begin to recruit chairpersons and committee members, for next school year, that are needed for each of the events and activities. These positions are critical to making sure that we are able to offer all of the special activities that the students look forward to each year. They are also great ways for people to meet and get connected with other Southview families. Please consider volunteering for one of these key positions. This is only a small sample of the many contributions Southview volunteers have made to our school. The staff will recognize volunteers at the PTO Carnival in May. Please know how much your time and effort has been appreciated by staff and students at Southview!
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