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Management Branch Office of Licensing



Licensing Requirements Requirements for Licensure as an Architect Endorsement Licensure as an Architect (Already Licensed in another Jurisdiction): 12-25-314(3) Must be licensed in good standing in another jurisdiction. Qualifications must be substantially equivalent to those currently required of new applicants. May apply directly to Colorado or with a National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) Council Record refer to the directions in the application. Licensure as an Architect by Graduation, Experience and Examination: 12-25-314(1)(a)(I)(A) Graduate with a professional degree from a program accredited by the National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB) and have practical experience of the type and time required by Board Rule 4.5.4. 12-25-314(1)(a)(I)(B) Graduate with a four-year architecture or environmental design degree, or other equivalent education and have practical experience of the type and time required by Board Rule 4.5.4. Licensure as an Architect by Experience and Examination: 12-25-314(1)(a)(II) or (III) Must have practical experience of the type and time required by Board Rule 4.5.4, of which education may be a part. Licensure as an Architect by Transfer of Grades (Already Passed all Divisions of the ARE): If you have passed all divisions of the ARE but are not yet licensed in another jurisdiction, you may apply to transfer your grades to Colorado. To be eligible, you must meet all of Colorado's licensing requirements - see above - and you must provide verification of passing the exams from another jurisdiction or from NCARB.



Experience Requirements for Licensure Please note that the experience necessary for licensure in Colorado must be gained through the NCARB Intern Development Program (IDP) – www.ncarb.org. See the Board Rule 4.5.4 chart on next page.
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Experience Requirements for Licensure cont. 4.5.4 Education & Experience Summary



Degree Type



Experience Hours Required



NAAB/CACB Accredited or NAAB Approved Professional Degree Programs



Four-Year OR Four-Year PreProfessional Architectural Degree Programs



B. Arch M. Arch



B. EnvD (Arch) B.S.A.S. B.S.D. B.A.A. B. Arch (non-NAAB) B.A. Arch B.S.A.E. B.S. (Arch)



3,740



7,540



Other Degree Programs



B.S. Eng** (ABET) B.S.C.M. (ACCE) B.I.D. (FIDER) B.S.I.A. B. Arch Tech B.F.A. **civil, mechanical, electrical 11,300



B.A. B.S. A.A. A.S. (Arch or Arch Tech)



13,180



Other



A.A. A.S.



No Degree



15,060



18,800



NOTE: A minimum amount of experience is required to be under the direct supervision of an architect licensed in a U.S. or Canadian jurisdiction.



Company Registration and Continuing Education Colorado has no requirements for companies to become registered or "authorized" with its Board in order to provide architecture in the state. However, there are provisions in the law regarding the use of "Architect" in the company name. Refer to section 12-25-304, C.R.S. for the specific requirements. Please check with the Colorado Secretary of State for any other requirements in order to do business in Colorado at www.sos.state.co.us. For information on continuing education for architect licensure renewal, please refer to Board Rule 4.9.3.1.2.



1560 Broadway, Suite 1350, Denver, CO 80202 P 303.894.7800 F 303.894.7693 www.dora.colorado.gov/professions



Frequently Asked Questions about the Application and Licensure Process Q: Am I required to have any other qualifications if I've completed the NCARB Intern Development Program (IDP)? A: The Colorado Board recognizes successful completion of NCARB's IDP as meeting the requirements to take the ARE. Therefore, if you've completed IDP, you have met the experience requirements required for licensure in Colorado and the last step would be to take the ARE. Once you have successfully completed the ARE, you would be ready for licensure in Colorado. When we receive your IDP information and your ARE scores from NCARB, we will contact you with the appropriate application for you to complete the licensure process. Be advised that it may take several weeks for NCARB to send the information to the Colorado Board. Q: What do I do now if I've gone through the NCARB IDP and passed the ARE? A: Once we receive your IDP information and your ARE scores from NCARB, we will contact you with the appropriate application for you to complete the licensure process. Be advised that it may take several weeks for NCARB to send the information to the Colorado Board. Q: If I've gone through the NCARB IDP, do I have to take the ARE through NCARB, too? A: No, you may apply to take the ARE directly through the Colorado Board. However, it may be more convenient to continue through the exam process with NCARB, which you may do if you have an NAAB accredited degree in architecture. Then, NCARB will send your IDP record and your exam scores to the Colorado Board after you've passed the entire ARE. If you choose to take the ARE through Colorado rather than NCARB, you will need to complete the Application for Original License by Examination and have your NCARB IDP record sent to the Colorado Board. Be advised that it can take several months for NCARB to send your IDP information to the Colorado Board. Q: Do I have to fill out an application if I have an NCARB Council Record? A: Yes, however, the process is streamlined with the NCARB Council Record. Please refer to the Application for Original License by Endorsement. Q: If I have taken and passed some of the divisions of the ARE, can I apply to finish out the licensing process in Colorado and how would I do that? A: Yes, you may apply to Colorado to transfer the portions of the ARE that you have passed and to complete the licensing process in Colorado. You would need to complete and submit the Application for Original License by Examination. Q: If I have passed all divisions of the exam in another state but have not been issued a license, can I transfer my scores to Colorado? A: Yes, however, prior to January 1, 2011 Colorado did not allow early eligibility to take the exam if you took the exam(s) in a state that allowed early eligibility, any exams taken prior to January 1, 2011 and prior to completing all of Colorado's education and experience requirements will not be accepted by the Colorado Board. If you took the exam after obtaining your education and experience, you would need to complete and submit the Application for Licensure by Transfer of Grades. Q: What process do I follow or form do I fill out if I need special examination accommodations? A: If you require examination administration accommodations that comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, please fill out the ADA Examination Accommodation Request Form.
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Background of the Licensure Process Architectural licensure boards use a combination of education and experience requirements and written examinations to determine whether a candidate should be licensed. Regulators of the architecture profession often use the metaphor of a three-legged stool to describe the requirements for licensure. Each leg forms an important component to the minimum competency of the entry-level architect. The three legs are education, experience, and examination. When reviewing these requirements, one must realize they are part of a whole, and the requirements in one area typically affect the requirements in another. For example, licensing examination pass rates should never be looked at in a vacuum. The requirements for being eligible to take the examination can predetermine or significantly impact an examination pass rate. All states administer the national written examination, the Architect Registration Examination (A.R.E.). Some states' pass rates are significantly higher than others, even though the examinations are the same and they are graded the same by NCARB. This is partly because, while all jurisdictions require candidates to have completed a minimum of eight years of education and/or work experience and pass the A.R.E. as conditions for licensure, some states set markedly different requirements for eligibility for the examination. Some jurisdictions require that a candidate have a minimum of eight years of education and experience to be eligible to take the written examination, while other jurisdictions require all candidates to have an accredited professional architectural degree. Most jurisdictions require all candidates to have completed the nationally administered Intern Development Program (IDP), a detailed, structured internship, to meet their experience requirements. Basis of the Educational and Experience Requirements Before schools of architecture were established, professionals took on apprentices and taught them the rudiments and refinements of architectural practice. This was the classic mentorship method of learning architecture. As the demands on the principal architect increased, the time available for on-the-job teaching waned. Architects urged the creation of schools expressly for educating and training future architects. The schools grew in number and size and filled the need for formal education. But the fledgling architect was not yet ready to become a licensed architect until completion of a practical training period. The professional was still asked to provide opportunities for graduates to acquire first-hand exposure to the real life complexities of practice and to learn how to apply the knowledge, skills, and abilities acquired in school. Thus, the internship process was developed, culminating in the formalized Intern Development Program (IDP). Overview of National Licensing Requirements Individual licensing boards determine the education and experience necessary to become licensed in their jurisdictions. All U.S. member boards have a five-year education requirement, based on the five-year accredited professional degree model. Most boards require a professional degree from a NAAB- accredited program, but some, including Colorado, allow other equivalent education or experience to meet the five-year education requirement. Similarly, all U.S. licensing boards have a minimum two-year experience requirement. Only through two years of training, can a person receive the minimum exposure to the various aspects of architectural practice necessary to practice competently. These education and content requirements resulted in the creation of the Intern Development Program (IDP). IDP requires training in specified areas. Many jurisdictions require IDP for licensure. Those jurisdictions that do not require IDP also require practical training before licensure.
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The uniform acceptance of the five-year education requirement and two-year experience requirement not only helps ensure the minimal competence of architectural candidates but also facilitates interstate and international practice. The Colorado Board does not accredit any educational institutions or programs. The National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB) is the only accrediting body for professional degree programs in architecture in the U.S. NAAB accredits the professional programs within the schools, not the schools themselves. Most states (not including Colorado) and NCARB now require a NAAB-accredited degree to become licensed and/or certified. Colorado's Requirements Colorado's requirements to take the A.R.E. differ somewhat from most states because the statute allows individuals to qualify with experience in lieu of a combined education and experience program. The Colorado statute is also unique in that it allows for a wide range of education options that individuals may have in order to qualify for licensure. The Board's requirements to qualify for examination are based on a diversified practical experience program that is designed to ensure that candidates have a broad variety of diversified experience in the architectural environment. Please refer to Board Rule 4.4.1 and 4.5.4.
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The Route to Colorado Licensure General Information Title 12, Article 25, Part 3 of the Colorado Revised Statutes ("Architect Law") creates the Board and grants it the authority to examine and license duly qualified applicants to practice architecture and use the title "Architect" in Colorado. The Architect Law provides minimum education and experience requirements for examination and licensure and grants the Board the authority to adopt the examinations, recommended grading procedures, and educational and practical experience requirements and equivalents of the National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB). NCARB issues a national certificate to qualified licensed architects. The NCARB certificate is recognized in most licensing jurisdictions for the purpose of granting licensure by endorsement or reciprocity. NCARB also administers the "Intern Development Program" (IDP) which qualifies candidates to take the Architect Registration Examination (ARE). For more information about NCARB and/or IDP, contact NCARB: National Council of Architectural Registration Boards 1801 K Street, Suite 1100-K Washington, DC 20006-1310 Voice - 202.783.6500 Fax - 202.783.0290 www.ncarb.org The Colorado Board recognizes successful completion of NCARB’s IDP as meeting the requirements to take the ARE and the NCARB certificate as meeting the requirements for licensure by endorsement.



Licensure by Examination The following information pertains to: • •



Individuals who are preparing to take the ARE; and Individuals who have taken the entire ARE, or a portion of the ARE, in another licensing jurisdiction and seek to transfer the grades earned on the examination to Colorado.



There are three basic requirements an individual must meet to qualify for Colorado licensure. They are: education, experience (training) and examination. The education and experience (training) requirements must be met to qualify to take the examination. Upon successful passage of the examination, an individual is eligible to apply for licensure. The Board establishes, by its Rules, the education and experience requirements to take the examination. Architect Law allows the Board the authority to adopt education and experience requirements of NCARB; thus, this was done effective January 1, 2014. It is important for individuals who are just beginning to plan their careers in architecture to understand that Colorado allows equivalent education and experience that departs from NCARB’s model law; thus, individuals who obtain Colorado licensure may not be able to obtain an NCARB certificate or licensure by endorsement in other licensing jurisdictions. Successful completion of NCARB’s IDP meets Colorado’s education and experience requirements. The Board encourages new applicants to become familiar with the IDP requirements as successful completion of IDP is a pre-requisite for an NCARB certificate.
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When you are ready to apply to take the ARE, you will be required to complete an application process. All applications with the exception of the Licensure by Examination Application are available online. Go to the Licensee/Applicant Services web page to download the application. An Application for Licensure by Examination will be mailed to those eligible upon notification from NCARB that all parts of the examination have been successfully completed. NOTE: The requirements are subject to change after legislative and/or Board rule-making hearings. Contact the Board to verify the currency of the requirements.



Licensure by Transfer of Grades If you have passed a portion of the exams or all portions of the exam but are not yet licensed in another jurisdiction, you may apply to transfer your grades to Colorado. To be eligible for transfer of grades, you must have met all of Colorado's exam requirements. You are also required to provide verification to the Board of having passed the exams in another jurisdiction.



Licensure by Endorsement (Reciprocity) If you hold a valid Architect License in another licensing jurisdiction and you are seeking to become licensed in Colorado by endorsement, you may file an application in one of two ways. First, you may apply for licensure by direct endorsement which means that you are seeking licensure without an NCARB certificate. Second, you may apply for licensure via NCARB Certificate which means that you intend to request NCARB to transmit your certificate record to Colorado for the Board’s consideration. You are required to complete an application process for each method. Applicants for direct endorsement are required to provide the Board with an affirmation from another licensing jurisdiction verifying that the applicant has successfully passed the ARE and holds a license in good standing in that jurisdiction. As a pre-requisite to the approval of the application, the Board will determine if the applicant gained licensure in another licensing jurisdiction under substantially equivalent education and experience requirements as those required by the Colorado Architect Law.



Finale Upon approval of the application, the applicant is issued a license which will expire on October 31 of odd numbered years. Licensees are required to renew their license prior to its expiration. The renewal cycle opens approximately six weeks prior to the expiration date. Failure to renew a license may have an adverse effect on the licensee if he/she continues to practice architecture and/or holds out as an Architect in Colorado during the time his/her license is expired. The unlicensed practice of architecture and the improper use of the title "Architect" or the word "Architect" may constitute a violation of the Colorado Architect Law. The Board encourages you to contact its office for clarification and/or additional information about the Colorado requirements for licensure.
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