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This book is based on Dr. Armand's Ph.D thesis, the fieldwork for which was undertaken as early as 1971. At that time it represented a new trend in Indian Archaeological work which perhaps has not been fully exploited. Along with excavations at ChirkiNevasa (Corvinius 1968169), Mahadeo Piparia (Supekar 1968) and Anagwadi (Pappu 1974) it represented a trend to study the complete assemblages recovered from an excavated context. As such this is one of the few well documented Lower Palaeolithic assemblages and it's full publication in an accessable form is a valuable resource for Indian Palaeolithic archaeologists. The book is divided into four chapters. The first chapter gives the author's theoretical background and rationale for the work. Armand chooses to challenge the theories put forward by Movius and be Terra and Paterson. Surely such a challenge is a non-issue in 1983? The author ends the chapter with an appeal for new aims and methods which once more have already been accepted by most workers in Indian Prehistory today. The second chapter is devoted to the site and stratigraphy of Durkadi nala. Armand interprets the evidence in terms d a terrace sequence. The Durkadi gravel rests on bedrock of the highest terrace (15 M). Observations during fieldwork in 1980-81 and 1984 have led me to seriously doubt the presence of distinctive terrace levels in the area. The bedrock on which the gravel occurs is more likely to be on an east to west trending dyke which are very common in the area. The gravel resting on bedrock shows no discontinuity with the gravel on the so called



T2. Trench 7 on T I excavated by Armand supports this interpretation. In this trench 4% m of silt and sand were excavated without reaching bedrock or the gravel, which is very similar to the stratigraphy of T2. Ironically Armand uses the lithology of the gravel (99% quartzite) to support his contention that the gravel is an 'alluvial' rather than 'colluvial' gravel since the quartzite has been derived from Onkareswar 45 km upstream of Durkadi. While the well rounded quartzite has been ultimately derived from Onkareswar it's complete dominance in the larger size grades indicates a more local source. According to Baker and Orellana Penteado (1978) the larger size grades represent the locally derived material while the finer pebbles are transported greater distances. The fact that the large sizes are dominated by well rounded quartzite while sub-rounded basalt dominates in the smaller sizes as well as the presence in the gravels of occassional calcrete clasts indicates that the components of the gravel are locally derived from the reworking of older deposits. The concentration of quartzite is due to the non-survival of the basalt which must have been already weathered. Observations on the degree of weathering of basalt clasts likewise indicates that the redeposition of the gravel has occured in the Terminal Pleistocene. a h i l e the tools, which like the pebbles are made on resistant quartzite rocks are surely older than their present context there is no way of establishing how old they are. They are at least as old as is required for significant weathering of basalt pebbles, but observations on weathered gravels in the region indicate that the time since the late



Acheulian is sufficient for such weathering to occur. Chapter three which gives the details of the classification system used and chapter four which gives the description of the Durkadi industry are really the core of the book, and the value of the publication lies in Armand's meticulous and complete description which allows prehistorians to make their own judgement about the typological affinities of the industry. In the absence of the primary context it is primarily typology which supports the antiquity of the industry. In the concluding chapter Armand has compared the Durkadi industry with other non-handaxe industries of Asia. One wishes he had been more direct and compared the industry with the only industry proven to be pre-Acheulian-the Oldwan, known fairly well from well excavated and primary sites in Africa. The use of terms such as 'PreAbbevillian' and 'Pre-Acheulian' could have been avoided. While the Durkhadi assemblage undoubtably lacks handaxes and cleavers, some of the typical Oldowan and Early Acheulian types such as polyhedrons and



spheriods are also conspicously absent. The light duty component present in the Oldowan is also very scantily represented. Pebble tools and large flakes are the predominant element in the Durkadi industry. Finally Armand's correlation of the deposits with the European glacial sequence is unwarranted and unfounded. In conclusion one cannot but be impressed by the amount of detailed, meticulous and sincere work represented by this publication. However outmoded ideas, and misunderstanding of the context of the assemblage reduces the value of this labour. Finally the antiquity of the assemblage rests primarily on the typology of the assemblage and we are still looking for the site where stratigraphy or some dating method can independently indicate the chronological priority of the such non-handaxe industries. The presence of such assemblages in areas where classical Acheulian is present does however indicate the probable presence of such a stage, and surely some day the additional evidence to prove it will be forthcoming.
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